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FORD MOTOR COMPANY’S RECALL OF 
CERTAIN FIRESTONE TIRES 


TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2001 

House of Representatives, 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, 

Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and 

Consumer Protection, Joint with 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 

Washington, DC. 

The subcommittees met, pursuant to notice, at 10:35 a.m., in 
room 2123, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Cliff Stearns 
(chairman of the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Con- 
sumer Protection) presiding. 

Members present Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Con- 
sumer Protection: Representatives Stearns, Upton, Deal, Whitfield, 
Shimkus, Bryant, Pitts, Terry, Tauzin (ex officio), Towns, Capps, 
Doyle, Harman, Markey, Gordon, Deutsch, and Dingell (ex officio). 

Members present Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations: 
Representatives Greenwood, Stearns, Burr, Whitfield, Tauzin (ex 
officio), Deutsch, Stupak, Strickland, and Dingell (ex officio). 

Also present: Representative Sawyer. 

Staff present: Thomas DiLenge, majority counsel; Kelly Zerzan, 
majority counsel; Ann Washington, majority counsel; Jennifer 
Safavian, majority counsel; Will Carty, legislative clerk; Peter 
Kielty, legislative clerk; Edith Holleman, micority Counsel; M. 
Bruce Gwinn, minority professional staff member; and Christopher 
H. Knaver, minority investigator. 

Mr. Stearns. Good morning. The joint committees will come to 
order. Welcome to the joint Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Pro- 
tection Subcommittee and Oversight and Investigations Sub- 
committee, hearings to discuss the issue of Ford’s recall of certain 
Firestone tires. 

I welcome all of our distinguished witnesses, including Mr. Nas- 
ser, the President and CEO of Ford Motor Company; and Mr. 
Lampe, President and CEO of Bridgestone/Firestone, Incorporated; 
and the Honorable Michael Jackson, Deputy Secretary of the De- 
partment of Transportation. 

It has only been 8 months since the committee last visited the 
issue of tires. Last September, we held hearings on Firestone’s re- 
call of its Wilderness ATX and ATX II and certain Wilderness tires 
due to their excessive propensity to detread in high rates of speed. 

This year our committee examines the tire issue again. Although 
this hearing does not present such clear cut facts, we are con- 
fronted with a most unusual situation, where one company is re- 

( 1 ) 
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calling the product of another company. The day after Firestone re- 
jected Ford’s request to recall additional tires and declared its deci- 
sion to end its relationship with Ford, a historic American cor- 
porate partnership dating back 100 years, Ford Motor Company de- 
cided to voluntarily recall all Firestone Wilderness AT tires on all 
of its vehicles, encompassing a total of 13 million tires at a cost of 
nearly $3 billion. 

Why a recall? What prompted this replacement program? Ford 
tells us that this significant action was warranted based on in- 
creasing tire claim rates for certain Firestone Wilderness AT tires 
and on Ford’s own laboratory testing. Firestone, on the other hand, 
tells us that the Firestone Wilderness AT tire performed similar to 
competitors in its own testing, and that some of the tires being re- 
placed by Ford have little to no tire claims. Further, Firestone pub- 
licly questions the stability of the Ford Explorer, the vehicle in 
which most of the tire claims have taken place. 

To prove their case, both companies have conducted tests, per- 
formed experiments and hired experts. Both companies have loaded 
us with charts, statistics and diagrams. Unfortunately, when asked 
the same questions, the companies respond with two different an- 
swers. The information presented by both Ford around Firestone is 
typically contradictory and incompatible. But the one conclusion 
that cannot be questioned is that there is an increase in consumer 
confusion. The position of Ford and Firestone necessarily reflects 
their different vantage points, influenced by shareholders’ profits, 
motives and litigation considerations. 

My point is this: We cannot rely solely on Ford and Firestone to 
provide us with all this information, and we can’t expect the Amer- 
ican consumer to do the detailed and lengthy analysis that is nec- 
essary to reach a conclusion. 

That is specifically why we have a government agency dedicated 
to automobile safety, namely the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, or NHTSA. Pursuant to statute, NHTSA’s mandate 
is to carry out safety programs under the National Traffic and 
Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1996 and the Highway Safety Act of 
1966. Specifically NHTSA is responsible for, among other things, 
reducing deaths, injuries and economic losses resulting from motor 
vehicle crashes by setting and enforcing safety performance stand- 
ards and investigating safety defects in motor vehicles. 

Therefore, we must look to the agency expert in these issues for 
guidance, and we are fortunate to have honorable Michael Jackson, 
Deputy Secretary of the Department of Transportation, here to tes- 
tify, accompanied by NHTSA personnel. However, it is my under- 
standing that while NHTSA has been investigating these tire 
issues since last year, the agency has not reached any final result 
and will not be providing us today with any firm conclusions. In 
fact, NHTSA’s investigation is not expected to conclude until later 
this summer, but meanwhile, there are a number of outstanding 
safety issues. What is the proper failure rate for tires? Is there a 
baseline upon which all tires should be judged, what are what 
other factors should we be relying on to determine whether tires 
are strong and stable? In other words, what is safe? And just as 
important, is NHTSA prepared to implement the law passed by 
this committee in response to the Ford Firestone problem, the 
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TREAD Act? Under the TREAD Act, truckloads of information will 
soon be deposited on NHTSA’s doorstep. Is the agency prepared to 
utilize this information to effectively protect the driving public? 

All of these questions deserve answers, and I hope NHTSA is 
prepared to offer conclusions soon. American citizens pay taxes for 
government services. NHTSA provides a service and NHTSA’s cus- 
tomers, the U.S. taxpayers, are not getting the answers they paid 
for. 

Unfortunately, in the absence of NHTSA’s independent analysis 
to analyze the Ford and Firestone positions, many parties will pay 
a price. The effect of this voluntary recall has far-reaching rami- 
fications well beyond the parties involved. Not only does this recall 
affect Ford and Firestone, but the recall also affects car manufac- 
turers whose customers will question the safety of Firestone Wil- 
derness AT tires on their own vehicles. And the recall affects other 
tire companies who must change production patterns to make re- 
placement tires for Ford’s vehicles. 

Caught in the middle is the consumer, who is questioning wheth- 
er Firestone tires are safe and whether the Ford Explorer is stable? 
But in debating this issue, it is all too easy to focus on the indi- 
vidual parts and miss the big picture. We are here to protect the 
American consumer from both detreaded tires and allegation from 
unfounded fears arising from conflicting information. This hearing 
is designed to produce information that the customer can use to 
best educate him or herself. 

I thank the chairman of the Oversight Investigation Sub- 
committee, Chairman Greenwood, for jointly hosting this hearing, 
and I look forward to hearing from our witnesses. At this, the rank- 
ing member — acting ranking member — for an opening statement, 
Mr. Dingell, the ranking member of the full committee. 

Mr. Dingell. Mr. Chairman, I thank you for your kindness in 
recognizing me, and I want to thank you for this important hear- 
ing. This is the second time in a year that the committee is consid- 
ering safety problems involving Firestone tires. Last year, the Ford 
Motor Company determined from information it requested and re- 
ceived from Firestone that there were an unusually high number 
of claims, fatalities and injuries resulting from 

Mr. Stearns. Mr. Dingell, is your microphone on? 

Mr. Dingell. As best I can determine, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Stearns. I am just having a little trouble hearing, that is 
all. 

Mr. Dingell. Should I get closer? 

Mr. Stearns. Yes. There you go. 

Mr. Dingell. At Ford’s insistence, Firestone then recalled 6.5 
million tires, including all ATX tires produced for the Explorers. In 
addition, Ford found that the claims were so high for other Ex- 
plorer tires that Firestone produced in Decatur, Illinois that Fire- 
stone also had to recall 15-inch Wilderness AT tires produced for 
Ford at that plant. 

With new information it received from Firestone on May 11 of 
this year, Ford determined that last year’s recall did not take care 
of the problem. Instead, there are rapidly growing number of Fire- 
stone claims involving Explorer tires that are not recalled last year. 
The data received in May show that there have been 110 tread sep- 
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aration claims involving Firestone’s Wilderness AT tires compared 
with only 27 claims in the data provided to Ford last August. Dur- 
ing this same period of time, crash claims have gone from 0 to 20, 
moreover, claims from 0 to 11, injury claims from 0 to 22 and fatal- 
ity claims from 0 to 7. 

Seeing in this new data the same safety concerns and trends that 
caused last year’s recall, Ford announced on May 22nd its Fire- 
stone tire replacement program. This is not a recall, because Ford 
did not make the tires. Under this replacement program, Ford will 
either replace or reimburse vehicle owners for the replacement of 
13 million Firestone tires. Ford estimates that it will take 9 
months, as much as $3 billion to complete the Firestone tire re- 
placement program. 

Ford’s action has sparked a lot of finger pointing, but the public 
rightly wants to know whether the tires on their vehicles are safe, 
and they are entitled to know that. Are the tread separations Ford 
has identified unique to Firestone tires, or do other tires have simi- 
lar problems? 

Is Firestone continuing to produce tires that endanger the public 
safety? Are there particular Firestone manufacturing facilities that 
are producing bad tires? Should tread separation be viewed as a 
foreseeable event, as some have suggested? Unfortunately, the one 
best able to answer these and other important questions has yet to 
be heard from. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administra- 
tion began its investigation of the 47 million ATX, ATX II and Wil- 
derness tires manufactured by Firestone more than a year ago. It 
has yet to complete its testing and analysis. It is probably months 
away from issuing its report and findings. 

At this time, NHTSA’s task is made more difficult by the fact 
that it has no permanent or even acting administrator, something 
which must be cured quickly. The administration needs to give its 
attention to getting control of this agency and having it complete 
its work in an efficient and timely manner. Both Ford and Fire- 
stone have provided huge quantities of information to the com- 
mittee and NHTSA. Particularly instructive is the data on the per- 
formance of Firestone and Goodyear tires when about an equal 
number of tires from each manufacturer were put on Explorers in 
model years 1995, 1996 and 1997. 

Through the end of last year, data for these model years that 
Ford received from Firestone reveals that there have been 1,183 
claims involving tread separations on the Firestone tires, and only 
two claims involving tread area problems on Goodyear tires. Fur- 
thermore, the two Goodyear tire claims were for property damage 
only. No deaths injuries or lawsuits were involved. And according 
to Goodyear, these claims may have involved nothing more serious 
than a puncture, rather than total tread separations that have oc- 
curred on Firestone tires. 

Goodyear says its tires hold up as well on the Explorer as on 
other vehicles. From 1996 through the year 2000, Goodyear says 
87.7 million of its tires have been used on SUVs other than Explor- 
ers, light trucks, minivans and station wagons. And during that 
time, Goodyear has had no tread separation claims involving 
deaths, injuries or lawsuits. 
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However, the data tells quite a different story for the Firestone 
tire. Tread separation claims involving the Firestone tire on the 
Explorer have continued to grow. Ford’s analysis of the data it re- 
ceived from Firestone in May shows that in the fifth year of use, 
the 16-inch Wilderness AT tire produced at Firestone’s Wilson, 
North Carolina plant has an extremely high tread separation rate 
of 450 claims per million tires. 

So why is there such a big difference in the claims rates for 
Goodyear and Firestone tires? It has been suggested that Ford 
shipped many more Explorers equipped with Firestone tires to hot- 
weather States than did Explorers equipped with Goodyear tires. 
Sounds possible, but it doesn’t appear to be true. In model years 
1995 through 1997, Ford says it shipped 95,000 Explorers with 
Firestone tires and 85,000 Explorers with Goodyear tires to hot 
weather states, Arizona, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada 
and Texas. Although most tread separation claims have come from 
hot weather States, not a single one of these claims involve death, 
injury or a lawsuit attributable to a Goodyear tire on the Explorer 
vehicle. 

It has also been suggested that there is something unique about 
the Explorer that causes tread separation. Again, Firestone’s own 
claims suggest otherwise. There has been a substantial number of 
tread separations that have occurred on Firestone tires, like those 
used on the Explorer when these tires have been installed as 
aftermarket tires on other non-Explorer SUVs, including the Toy- 
ota Forerunner, the Nissan Pathfinder and the Mitsubishi 
Montero, and on the Isuzu Rodeo. 

Ford’s analysis has raised questions about Firestone’s manufac- 
turing quality control. The peel strength of the rubber Firestone 
used to make its tires and the durability of its tires all were found 
to vary from plant to plant. 

Perhaps most importantly, the amount of rubber in the critical 
wedge area of Firestone’s 15 and 16 Wilderness tires was found to 
vary by plant. Of the plants most recently producing tires for Ford, 
the wedge rubber was smallest at Wilson, North Carolina plants 
and thickest at the Aiken, South Carolina plant. Firestone’s Joli- 
ette, Canada plant ranked somewhere between the other two. How- 
ever, all Firestone plants produce tires with less rubber in the 
wedge stone area than Goodyear. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, given the information it had, I find 
no problem with Ford having taken the action it did. In fact, for 
Ford not to have replaced these tires would have raised serious 
questions in the mind, I think, of the public, that proper safety and 
other concerns of customers were being served. 

Again, I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this hearing, and 
I look forward to hearing the statements of the witnesses. 

[The prepared statement of Hon. John D. Dingell follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Hon. John D. Dingell, a Representative in Congress 
from the State of Michigan 

Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you for holding this important hearing. 

This is the second time within a year that the Committee is considering safety 
problems involving Firestone tires. Last year, Ford Motor Company determined 
from information it requested and received from Firestone that there were an un- 
usually high number of claims, fatalities, and injuries resulting from tread separa- 
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tions of certain Firestone tires on the Explorer vehicle. At Ford’s insistence, Fire- 
stone then recalled 6.5 million tires, including all ATX tires Firestone produced for 
the Explorer. In addition, Ford found that claims were so high for other Explorer 
tires Firestone produced at Decatur, Illinois, that Firestone also had to recall the 
15-inch Wilderness AT tire produced for Ford at that plant. 

With new information it received from Firestone on May 11th of this year, Ford 
determined that last year’s recall did not take care of the problem. Instead, there 
are a rapidly growing number of Firestone claims involving Explorer tires that were 
not recalled last year. The new data received in May show there have been 110 
tread separation claims involving Firestone’s Wilderness AT tires compared to only 
27 claims in the data provided to Ford last August. During this same period of time, 
crash claims have gone from zero to 20; rollover claims from zero to 11; injury 
claims from zero to 22; and fatality claims from zero to seven. 

Seeing in this new data the same safety concerns and trends that led to last 
year’s recall, Ford announced on May 22nd its “Firestone Tire Replacement Pro- 
gram.” This is not a recall, because Ford did not make the tires. Under this replace- 
ment program, Ford will either replace or reimburse vehicle owners for the replace- 
ment of 13 million Firestone tires. Ford estimates it will take nine months and as 
much as $3 billion to complete the Firestone tire replacement program. 

Ford’s action has sparked a lot of finger pointing, but the public rightly wants to 
know whether the tires on their vehicles are safe. Are the tread separations Ford 
has identified unique to Firestone tires, or do other tires have similar problems? Is 
Firestone continuing to produce tires that endanger the public’s safety? Are there 
particular Firestone manufacturing facilities that are producing bad tires? Should 
tread separation be viewed as a “foreseeable” event, as some have suggested? 

Unfortunately, the one best able to answer these and other important questions 
has yet to be heard from. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) began its investigation of about 47 million ATX, ATXII, and Wilderness 
tires manufactured by Firestone more than a year ago. It has yet to complete its 
testing and analysis, and is probably months away from issuing its report and find- 
ings. At this time, NHTSA’s task is made even more difficult by the fact that it has 
no permanent, or even acting, administrator. The Administration needs to give its 
attention to getting control of this agency and having it complete its work in an effi- 
cient and timely manner. 

Both Ford and Firestone have provided huge quantities of information to the 
Committee and to NHTSA. Particularly instructive is data on the performance of 
the Firestone and Goodyear tires when about equal numbers of tires from each man- 
ufacturer were put on Explorers in model years 1995, 1996, and 1997. Through the 
end of last year, data for these model years that Ford received from Firestone re- 
veals there have been 1,183 claims involving tread separations on the Firestone 
tires and only two claims involving tread area problems on the Goodyear tires. Fur- 
thermore, the two Goodyear claims were for property damage only. No deaths, inju- 
ries, or lawsuits were involved. And according to Goodyear, these two claims may 
have involved nothing more serious than a puncture rather than the total tread sep- 
arations that have occurred on Firestone tires. 

Goodyear says its tires hold up as well on the Explorer as on other vehicles. From 
1996 through the year 2000, Goodyear says 87.7 million of its tires have been used 
on SUV’s other than the Explorer, light trucks, minivans, and station wagons. And 
during that time, Goodyear has had no tread separation claims involving deaths, in- 
juries, or lawsuits. 

However, the data tells quite a different story for the Firestone tire. Tread separa- 
tion claims involving the Firestone tire on the Explorer have continued to grow. 
Ford’s analysis of the data it received from Firestone in May shows that in the fifth 
year of use, the 16-inch Wilderness AT tire produced at Firestone’s Wilson, North 
Carolina, plant has an extremely high tread separation claims rate of about 450 
claims per million. 

So, why is there such a big difference in the claims rates for Goodyear and Fire- 
stone tires? It has been suggested that Ford shipped many more Explorers equipped 
with Firestone tires to hot weather states, than it did Explorers equipped with 
Goodyear tires. Sounds possible, but it appears not to be true. 

In model years 1995 through 1997, Ford says it shipped 95,000 Explorers with 
Firestone tires and 85,000 Explorers with Goodyear tires to the hot weather states 
of Arizona, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, and Texas. Although most tread 
separation claims have come from hot weather states, not a single one of these 
claims involving death, injury, or a lawsuit is attributable to the Goodyear tire on 
the Explorer vehicle. 

It has also been suggested that there is something unique about the Explorer that 
causes tread separations. Again, Firestone’s own claims data would suggest other- 
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wise. There has been a substantial number of tread separations that have occurred 
on Firestone tires like those used on the Explorer, when those tires have been in- 
stalled as “aftermarket” tires on other non-Explorer SUV’s, including the Toyota 4 
Runner, the Nissan Pathfinder, the Mitsubishi Montero, and the Isuzu Rodeo. 

Ford’s analysis has also raised questions about Firestone’s manufacturing quality 
control. The peel strength of the rubber Firestone used to make its tires and the 
durability of its tires all were found to vary from plant to plant. Perhaps, most im- 
portantly, the amount of rubber in the critical wedge area of Firestone’s 15- and 16- 
inch Wilderness AT tire was found to vary by plant. Of the plants most recently 
producing tires for Ford, the wedge rubber was smallest at the Wilson, North Caro- 
lina, plant and thickest at the Aiken, South Carolina, plant. Firestone’s Joliette, 
Canada, plant ranked in between the other two. However, all Firestone plants pro- 
duced tires with less rubber in the wedge area than Goodyear. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, given the information it had, I find no problem with 
Ford having taken the action it did. In fact, for Ford not to have replaced these 
tires, would raise far more serious questions in my mind about their commitment 
to public safety and the customers they serve. 

Again, I want to thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this hearing, and I look 
forward to hearing the statements of the witnesses. 

Mr. Stearns. I thank my colleague. And now for an opening 
statement, the distinguished chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations. 

Mr. Greenwood. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We are here today 
because 203 people have died in automobile accidents involving cer- 
tain Firestone tires, mostly fitted on Ford Explorers. To date, no 
one has provided the American people with a definitive answer as 
to why those deaths occurred. A number of months ago, both Ford 
Motor Company and the Bridgestone Firestone, Inc. company 
agreed to a recall of more than 6.5 million tires. And at that time, 
both companies told the American public and this Congress that 
the first recall was adequate in scope and did not need to include 
any additional Wilderness AT tires. 

As recently as December of last year, after what both manufac- 
turers described as extensive testing and analysis, the companies 
issued root cause findings, once again concluding that no further 
recall of the Wilderness AT was required. 

That, of course, was good news for America’s consumers, and 
these two companies, since they had been replacing many of the re- 
called tires with the same product from plant — plants other than 
Firestone’s Decatur facility, whose products had been judged to be 
unsafe. 

Now nearly 6 months later, Ford has come forward to say that 
it does indeed have a safety concern about additional Wilderness 
AT tires, particularly the 15 and 16-inch tires that were use pri- 
marily on the Ford Explorer, and that were used as replacement 
tires during last year’s recall. It argues that the new claims data 
provided by Firestone in May of this year show an increasing trend 
in claims, accidents and injuries involving these two tire lines. 

Ford also says that its laboratory testing of these tires and com- 
petitor tire lines reveals significant differences in durability that 
further support its recall action. 

We are now told that on the strength of these discoveries and 
after $30 million in testing, the Ford Motor Company felt com- 
pelled to recall roughly 13 million Firestone Wilderness AT tires 
from its vehicles, a $3 billion business decision that has set off a 
fire storm of charges and countercharges between these two compa- 
nies. 
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Just last month, Bridgestone/Firestone announced that it was 
severing its nearly 100-year-old history with the Ford Motor Com- 
pany. 

Clearly, the stakes are high for both of these companies. Industry 
analysts are already openly suggesting that Ford replace the name 
Explorer with a new brand name, even though this product is the 
best-selling sport utility vehicle on the market. Nor is Firestone im- 
mune from this kind of treatment. Some in the industry are busy 
suggesting that the venerable brand name of Firestone be retired. 

But if the stakes are high for these two companies, they are even 
higher for America’s consumers. These events have raised much 
broader questions about the safety in general, their safety in gen- 
eral, tire safety in general, the relationship of tires to their vehicle 
systems and possible design flaws in the rollover of compact SUVs. 

Even more important, for our purposes, the fallout of these 
events has led to increased concern about the role of the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, NHTSA plays in ensuring 
the safety of cars, trucks and automotive products. 

Last year, we learned how NHTSA initially failed to investigate 
seriously the claims surrounding this issue but subsequently 
leaped into the fray by issuing a consumer advisory last Labor Day 
weekend, which focused on a long list of other Firestone tire lines. 

NHTSA took this action, we are told, because claims rates on 
these products had reached the threshold of 12.6 claims per million 
tires produced. Whether this claim rate was about normal or a 
clear indication of a safety concern were several of the factors that 
NHTSA failed to establish before announcing this advisory. More 
disturbing, still, it is our own understanding that NHTSA is now 
in possession of data showing claims rates of a similar or greater 
value on other tire lines, including those from both Firestone and 
other tire manufacturers, and yet remains silent on the potential 
or perceived risk, if any, to consumers of those products. 

This inability of the Federal agency charged with protecting con- 
sumers to get the facts and to g;et them first has allowed the situa- 
tion to deteriorate into the public relations equivalent of a shouting 
match between these two manufacturers, and the role of honest 
broker, which is precisely the mission of NHTSA, has been surren- 
dered to two very threatened firms, whose data, even if correct, ap- 
pears to have been manipulated in the way that makes their indi- 
vidual conclusions highly suspect. 

The committee’s review of the actual Ford tests raises important 
questions about whether comparable tests were, in fact, run. For 
example, it appears Ford left off its peal strength chart, the results 
from some of Firestone’s newer tires, which scored higher than 
comparable Michelin tires and much closer to the tested Goodyear 
tires, and nearly all of the Firestone tires Ford tested had been 
used, either on road — on road or as spares. In hot States, while the 
Michelin Goodyear tires tested were either all new or of uncertain 
prior use. 

These differences certainly raise questions about the method- 
ology and possibly the results as well. Similar questions arise with 
respect to the largest testing procedure utilized by Ford, its rig 
tests, in which it placed a tire on the laboratory wheel and ran it 
at varying speeds, air pressures, loads and ambient temperatures. 
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The way these rig test results were presented to the committee 
could be considered as misleading, given that Ford disaggregated 
the Firestone results by plant, while aggregating three Goodyear 
plants into one plotted column, while also aggregating the 16 and 
15-inch tire results, which made the percentage of the overall fail- 
ure rate of Goodyear products much smaller, while allowing the dif- 
ference between the two sets of tires to appear more stark. Com- 
bined with the differences in how the tests themselves were con- 
ducted, the aggregation issue becomes even more problematic. 

Firestone, too, has its own set of findings based on questionable 
assumptions and parameters. For example, Firestone has been very 
vocal lately in claiming that the Explorer is more than twice as 
likely as other SUVs to roll over, following a tire failure. Yet, when 
we asked for the actual data underlying the statistic and the con- 
fidence bounds associated with it, we learn that Firestone included 
all other SUVs, regardless of whether they were truly comparable 
in size to the Explorer. We also found that the two State data 
bases that Firestone relied on to contain a very small sample size 
of accidents that fit Firestone’s queries, leading to a large — to large 
ranges in possible statistical outcomes. 

Indeed, the data could just as easily be read to find only a mini- 
mal and questionable increase in rollover associated with the Ex- 
plorer, not the dramatic twice as likely Firestone touts publicly. In 
making these observations, I am not suggesting that either com- 
pany intentionally set out to mislead this committee or the Amer- 
ican public, but we would be derelict in our duty if we did not keep 
in mind that in the heat of this very public and high-stake battle, 
both companies may be expected to produce their analyses in ways 
that strengthen their own positions. 

It is for that reason that until credible tests are done, the Amer- 
ican consumer will not know the full truth of this matter and this 
brings us again to NHTSA. 

As Chairman Tauzin previously observed, there are serious ques- 
tions about whether NHTSA’s current testing program will prove 
any more fruitful than Ford’s or Firestone’s in ultimately answer- 
ing the many unanswered questions that remain. And that is to- 
tally unacceptable. 

Our role here is not to advance the interests of one company over 
another or one product over another. Our role is to protect the in- 
terests of America’s consumers. NHTSA is our agent in this enter- 
prise, and they must do the hard work to help us find honest an- 
swers. In that regard, allow me to give some useful advice to the 
folks from NHTSA, which also may be appropriate for the manage- 
ment teams at Ford and Firestone. “Failure is the opportunity to 
begin again more intelligently.” The man who said that knew some- 
thing about success and failure and automobiles. He was Henry 
Ford. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Stearns. I thank my colleague. The ranking member of the 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, Mr. Deutsch. 

Mr. Deutsch. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this hear- 
ing. The tragedy that brings us here today is one of the worst in 
auto safety history. As of yesterday, 203 people have died in the 
United States because the tread has separated on a Firestone tire. 
Most of those tires were on the Ford Explorers. Dozens more have 
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been — dozens more have died in other countries and hundreds have 
sustained permanent injuries. 

To put this into perspective, when Firestone recalled the Fire- 
stone 500 tire in 1978, 34 people have died. In my State of Florida, 
one of the hot States in which the tire has failed most often, more 
than 28 people have died, almost as many as in the Firestone 500 
recall, and more than 130 have been injured. Who is responsible? 
Firestone has already admitted responsibility, but Firestone has 
said that Ford should share responsibility, because the Explorer de- 
sign causes excessive rollovers. Ford says it is the tire alone. Over 
the past few weeks, we have all been subjected to dueling statistics 
provided by Ford and Firestone. Unfortunately, we cannot resolve 
these disputes here. 

However, in Florida, our attorney general is leading an investiga- 
tion of both Ford and Firestone for all 50 State attorney generals. 
The primary allegation is that Firestone engineered a bad tire in 
part because Ford kept demanding changes in the tire to make the 
Explorer more stable, while maintaining the rolling resistance and 
fuel economy of other tires. 

The tire pressure was lowered and the weight of the tire was re- 
duced by removing material, but the design of the vehicle was not 
changed. As part of its new safety campaign, Ford is now courting 
Goodyear tires. It is important to note that the Explorer was pre- 
viously equipped with Goodyear tires from 1995 to 1997. In docu- 
ments submitted for the record, however, Ford terminated its rela- 
tionship with Goodyear due to cost concerns. 

Florida’s attorney general is also concerned that the companies 
did not disclose the tire failure problems in other countries to U.S. 
regulators and the American public. When the Firestone tires 
began to fail in Venezuela and Saudi Arabia in 1997 and 1998, we 
learned in the earlier hearings, that both Ford and Firestone kept 
the American consumer from knowing about the defective tires 
which were recalled in those countries. 

Communications documenting these disclosure problems were in- 
cluded in the record of our hearing last fall, and a few additional 
ones have been submitted for the record today. We will hear a lot 
of conflicting evidence today, but who are we and the American 
people to believe? Last fall, the committee was told that the defec- 
tive ATX tire came from only one Firestone plant in Decatur, Illi- 
nois, but that all ATX tires and Wilderness AT tires made in Deca- 
tur would be recalled. We were told the Wilderness ATs not made 
in Decatur were safe. 

However, in December of 2000 in deposition, Ford’s chief quality 
control officer stated that none of the Wilderness 15-inch ATs were 
robust tires that could be expected to perform under variations in 
inflation, pressures, load and speed. At the same time, both compa- 
nies issued root cause analysis suggesting that the defective tires 
came only from one plant, despite the fact that all the tires used 
identical engineering and materials. But Firestone’s experts found 
belt edge cracks in tires from all plants, and Ford indicated tire de- 
sign was a problem. 

By January, auto safety advocates were calling for a broad recall. 
Today we are being told the same by Ford, while Firestone also 
blames the Explorer’s design. And what has the National Highway 
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Transportation Safety Administration been doing while this debate 
is going on? We are still waiting for its own analysis, which I hope 
will be completed before the end of the hot season. Unfortunately, 
in most cases, excessive accidents, injuries, lawsuits and con- 
sumer’s responses have removed questionable vehicles from the 
road, not the Federal agency charged with protecting motorists and 
passengers. 

I want to add a few comments about the stability of sports utility 
vehicles, including the Explorer. SUVs, by definition, have a roll- 
over problem. SUV manufacturers work to engineer against this 
propensity, but the consumer should have access to reliable and ob- 
jective rollover data. I would like to encourage NHTSA to move 
quickly, and with the rollover consumer information effort we man- 
dated in the TREAD Act, so the public can make informed vehicle 
choices. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Stearns. I thank my colleague. 

Now we will recognize for an opening statement the chairman of 
the full committee, the gentleman from Louisiana, Mr. Tauzin. 

Chairman Tauzin. Chairman Stearns and Chairman Greenwood, 
I want to thank you both and the ranking members for this hear- 
ing today, because it represents one of the most important hear- 
ings, I think, in our Congressional season. It continues this ex- 
traordinary inquiry that our investigators are making and that 
hopefully NHTSA will complete soon on the question of why 203 
Americans had to lose their lives on the highways, when Ford and 
Firestone, and apparently many people in our Federal agency, 
knew for years that there were problems with Firestone tires on 
Explorers and very little was done until very recently to get those 
tires off the highways. 

As you know, we conducted two hearings last year after Ford and 
Firestone jointly then announced the recall of more than 6 million 
of those tires, fitted primarily on the popular Ford Explorer. It was 
partly in response to those hearings that Chairman Upton and this 
committee held that Congress passed the TREAD Act last October. 
That Act requires NHTSA to start collecting information on claims 
and lawsuits, and more importantly, not to wait till the body count 
accelerates, but to do extensive testing to ensure that design and 
preproduction phases of tire production give us information as to 
whether tires should ever be put on the marketplace in the first 
place. 

Now, it is against that backdrop that we are here today, because 
we are faced with a most extraordinary circumstance today. Nor- 
mally NHTSA issues a mandatory recall on NHTSA’s data, con- 
vinces a manufacturer to do a voluntary recall. Today, Ford has an- 
nounced essentially a recall, a replacement of another company’s 
products. That is extraordinary and unusual, and because it in- 
volves 13 million Firestone tires, it again raises some rather 
unique questions for this committee and for our safety agency. 
First of all, what is the foundation for Ford’s decision for this most 
unprecedented action? Before Ford announced the action, we were 
given a briefing by Mr. Nasser of Ford Motor Company and a 
chance to ask several questions regarding this extraordinary an- 
nouncement. 
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As Mr. Greenwood has pointed out, we were told that this an- 
nouncement resulted from the fact that Ford, on its own, essen- 
tially, conducted extensive testing in using updated data from 
NHTSA to determine that these 13 million tires should be replaced. 
But Ford also told us then that the Ford — that Ford tests were con- 
ducted in very comparable tests with other tires. Our investigators 
have learned something quite different, and we need an expla- 
nation of that today. 

First of all, is the Ford recall or replacement overly broad? We 
know that many Wilderness AT tires are being recalled that have 
not been tested by Ford at all. It includes Wilderness AT tires that 
have fueled any claims casting suspicion, frankly, on the entire line 
of tires that other automobile manufacturers have used and con- 
tinue to use as original equipment on their SUVs and light trucks, 
and that, by the way, includes GM and Toyota. 

If indeed these tires should be recalled by Ford, should they be 
replaced by these other auto manufacturers? Second, the confusion 
gets even worse when you consider, as our investigators have dis- 
covered, that some of the tires Ford is recalling have a better 
claims history than those that Ford has chosen as replacement 
tires. 

Let me say that again. Ford is going to replace these recalled 
tires with tires that have a worse claims history than some of the 
tires that are coming off the Explorers. For example, our investiga- 
tors have learned that one of the tires that is going to be used in 
the replacement has a claims rate of 124 claims per million tires, 
well in excess of the five claims per million that Ford says is a 
benchmark used in this recall. Are we going to be replacing worse 
tires for the tires that come off these cars? 

I want to say here something that is important for this com- 
mittee and its work. Our investigators have uncovered a great deal 
of information about these claims and the claims ratios and this 
particular tire that is going to be used as a replacement. We are 
going to turn that information over to NHTSA following this hear- 
ing, and we are going to ask NHTSA to come back to us within 30 
days to tell us whether this data is significant enough that Ameri- 
cans ought to know that the tires that they are going to have to 
replace and be used as replacement tires do have, in fact, a worse 
claims data than others. Is that significant? And does that make 
a difference for the safety of American families? 

Our problem, of course, is that we don’t know yet today, and so 
we will give that information to NHTSA and ask NHTSA to come 
back with — to us within 30 days that we might be able to inform 
the American public. Ford, as a private company, of course, has the 
right to replace any parts of their vehicles, including the tires. But 
in the absence of an agreement from either Firestone or NHTSA, 
the public surely must be confused today. It is the job of NHTSA 
to come up with some consistent standards for when tires pose an 
unreasonable safety risk to the consumer, and when one company 
says that they ought to come off but they don’t come off other com- 
pany’s vehicles and when replacement tires are called for that may 
have a different, in fact, a worse record than the tires that are com- 
ing off, that confusion in the American public is unacceptable. 
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Firestone, too, has failed to answer some pretty basic questions 
about the particular tires in question here. Ford and NHTSA have 
both focused their attention on two of the Wilderness AT tire lines 
used primarily on the Ford Explorer, and while the claims rates on 
these two tire lines are not as high as the levels of last year’s re- 
call, they are still much higher than most of Firestone’s other tire 
lines, whether they are Wilderness or otherwise. And as NHTSA’s 
latest claims data shows, more complaints of accidents and injuries 
on these nonrecalled tires are coming in, yet Firestone would tell 
us to be content with the fact that the injury totals experienced on 
these previously unrecalled tires are not as bad as the first. I am 
not sure that is a good standard by which we ought to make safety 
judgments here. 

Firestone’s also attempted to shift the focus from its tires to the 
Explorer itself. We have consistently said from the beginning of 
this controversy last year that all potentially relevant issues need- 
ed to be explored by NHTSA, including those related to how vehi- 
cles and tires interact as a system, and NHTSA is committed to 
doing just that, and we have asked NHTSA, in fact, to make more 
headway than they have so far. 

But the review of the vehicle system issue should never replace 
the primary focus on the critical event itself, which is the tire tread 
separation, without which the vehicle stability issues wouldn’t 
come up. Firestone can’t avoid legitimate scrutiny of its tires by 
passing the buck on to the Explorer. NHTSA needs to fully explore 
all these relevant issues and in a much more timely manner. We 
need some answers soon, and the public should not have to suffer 
through additional weeks or months of dueling charts and flying 
accusations and more hearings. 

And finally, I want to discuss an issue that I raised with Mr. 
Nasser in our conversation several weeks ago. We all know that 
Ford used Goodyear tires for the Explorer for several years in the 
mid 1990’s, in addition to the Firestone tires that were used and 
recalled. We also know that these Goodyear tires have had less 
than a handful of claims relating to tread separations on these Ex- 
plorers. The obvious question is, why did Ford stop using Goodyear 
tires on the Explorer in model 1998 and return to sole sourcing 
Firestone tires that have since been recalled? 

Last year, the committee released Ford documents suggesting 
that despite test data that show the Goodyear tire performing bet- 
ter than the Firestone tire, Ford, nonetheless, dropped Goodyear as 
the supplier for the Explorer, because Goodyear may have been un- 
competitive in terms of costs. The committee recently received addi- 
tional documentation from Goodyear that clearly confirms this 
point that Ford dropped Goodyear because Goodyear refused to 
drop its price to be more competitive with Firestone. And as Ford 
testifies today about how its recent test results and claims analysis 
show superior Goodyear performance, we should all keep that bit 
of history in mind. 

Mr. Chairman, we won’t have all the answers today. Part of what 
we do today is shed light on this Ford decision and on some of the 
claims made by both Ford and Firestone. NHTSA needs to ride in 
to the rescue here and clear up this confusion very rapidly. In the 
letter we will send to the agency, we will ask you to respond in 30 
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days, Mr. Jackson, and our private conversations, I know you told 
me you intend to do that. We look forward to it. Thank you, sir. 
[The prepared statement of Hon. W. J. “Billy” Tauzin follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Hon. W. J. “Billy” Tauzin, Chairman, Committee on 
Energy and Commerce 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I want to thank both you and Chairman Green- 
wood for holding this joint Subcommittee hearing today, on this topic of great impor- 
tance to the American people. 

Last year, I co-chaired two hearings on this same topic, after Ford and Firestone 
jointly announced a recall of more than six million tires fitted mostly on the popular 
Ford Explorer. At those hearings, a lot of questions were raised about the thorough- 
ness and timeliness of the internal responses of these two companies, as well as the 
government’s safety regulators — all of whom had knowledge of potential problems 
with these tires for years before taking any action to get them off of U.S. highways. 
Those hearings also raised a lot of questions about the thoroughness of the testing 
done by Ford and Firestone prior to putting these tires on these vehicles in the first 
place, as well as the quality of F ederal tire testing standards that were pathetically 
weak and had not been updated since the 1960s. 

Partly in response to those hearings, this Committee and the Congress passed the 
TREAD Act last October, which required NHTSA to start collecting information on 
claims and lawsuits filed against manufacturers of automobiles and tires in an effort 
to better identify problems before they become bigger ones. But the Act also said, 
in effect, “let’s not wait for the body count to start to conduct a post-mortem.” Let’s 
focus on ensuring adequate testing of tires in the design and pre-production phase, 
so as to improve our confidence in tires before we start driving our families around 
on them. 

Against that backdrop, we are here today to discuss the extraordinary and costly 
action recently taken by Ford on its own to essentially recall as a precaution all 
Firestone Wilderness AT tires on Ford vehicles, despite the protests of Firestone 
and the inaction of NHTSA. Consistent with the spirit of the TREAD Act, Ford has 
focused on updated claims data it and NHTSA received from Firestone, as well as 
laboratory tests it has conducted on the tires at issue. Ford’s action certainly is 
unique in modern business history, in that it involves the recall of another com- 
pany’s product. By its very nature, then, it raises a host of questions that warrant 
fuller exploration by this Committee. 

One of those questions is the foundation for such an unprecedented action. Before 
Ford publicly announced its decision several weeks ago, Mr. Nasser came to speak 
with several of this Committee’s Members, including me, to discuss his planned ac- 
tion. When he explained the differences Ford’s tests were finding between the Fire- 
stone and Goodyear tires, one of the first things I asked him was whether the tests 
were run in a comparable fashion. He said yes, but as Mr. Greenwood has pointed 
out in his opening remarks, the findings from the Committee’s review of Ford’s test 
data and methodology certainly call into doubt whether these tests were run as com- 
parably as both Mr. Nasser and I would have hoped and expected. 

Moreover, taking the Ford test results at face value, they certainly do not support 
the breadth of the recall now underway, for that recall includes many Wilderness 
AT tires lines that Ford has not tested at all. The recall also includes Wilderness 
AT tire lines that have few, if any, claims — casting suspicion on an entire line of 
tires that other automobile manufacturers have used and continue to use as original 
equipment on their SUVs and light trucks, including GM and Toyota. While I cer- 
tainly understand’s Ford interest in making this recall as easy as possible for its 
customers, I am concerned that its inclusion of all these tire lines may actually 
serve to confuse consumers even more. 

This potential for confusion is even greater, given that consumers will soon 
learn — as our investigators have discovered — that some of the tires Ford is recalling 
have a better claims history than those Ford has chosen as replacement tires. Con- 
sumers also will soon learn — as our investigators have discovered — that there are 
other tires on Ford vehicles that have higher claims rates than the Wilderness ATs, 
but are not being recalled as part of this action. 

In short, the question that neither Ford nor NHTSA has been able to answer to 
date is, what should the baseline for action be here? We’re going to hear a lot of 
talk today about claims rates, wedge dimensions, peel strengths, temperature pro- 
files, and other technical issues. But the bottom line is that, right now, we are deal- 
ing in a world of subjectivity and relativity, where we might be able to say that one 



15 


tire performs better or has different characteristics than another, but not whether 
the latter tire is in any way defective. 

Ford, as a private company, need not have to prove a tire defective before deciding 
it wants to take all of them off its vehicles. But in the absence of agreement from 
either Firestone or NHTSA, the public surely must be confused. It is the job of 
NHTSA to come up with some consistent standards for when tires pose an unrea- 
sonable safety risk to consumer. And we must act quickly to reduce the confusion 
swirling around this issue before the American public starts to simply tune it out. 

Firestone, too, has failed to answer some pretty basic questions about the par- 
ticular tires most in question here. Ford and NHTSA have both focused their atten- 
tion on two of the Wilderness AT tire lines used primarily on the Ford Explorer. 
While the claims rates on these two tire lines are not as high as the levels of last 
year’s recall, they are still much higher than most of Firestone’s other tire lines, 
whether Wilderness or otherwise. As NHTSA’s latest data release shows, more com- 
plaints of accidents and injuries on these non-recalled tires are coming in. 

Yet Firestone would have us be content to know that, in their opinion, these tires 
won’t reach the claims or injury totals experienced by the previously recalled tires — 
as if THAT should be the benchmark we should all use in judging consumer safety. 
Well I, for one, am not willing to take that option either. Surely, there must be 
something about these particular tires that warrants closer inspection. 

Firestone also has attempted to shift the focus from its tires to the Explorer itself. 
I have consistently said from the beginning of this controversy last year that all po- 
tentially relevant issues need to be explored by NHTSA, including those related to 
how the vehicle and the tire interact as a system. And NHTSA committed to doing 
just that when it was before the Congress last year — although it has made little 
headway in the meantime. But the review of vehicle system issues should never dis- 
place the primary focus on the critical event itself — the tire tread separation, with- 
out which the vehicle stability issues would not arise. Firestone cannot avoid legiti- 
mate scrutiny of its tires by playing pass the buck to the Explorer. 

NHTSA needs to fully explore all of the relevant issues, and in a much more time- 
ly manner. The public should not have to suffer through additional weeks or months 
of dueling charts and flying accusations. 

Finally, I want to discuss one other issue that I raised with Mr. Nasser in our 
conversation several weeks ago. We all know that Ford used Goodyear for the Ex- 
plorer tire for several years in the mid-1990s, in addition to the Firestone tires that 
have been recalled. We also know that those Goodyear tires have had less than a 
handful of claims relating to tread separation on Explorers. The obvious question 
is, why did Ford stop using Goodyear tires on the Explorer in Model Year 1998, and 
return to sole-sourcing Firestone tires? 

Last year, the Committee released Ford documents suggesting that, despite test 
data that showed the Goodyear tire performing better than the Firestone tire, Ford 
nonetheless dropped Goodyear as a supplier for the Explorer because Goodyear may 
have been uncompetitive in terms of cost. The Committee recently received addi- 
tional documentation from Goodyear that clearly confirms this point — that Ford 
dropped Goodyear because Goodyear refused to drop its price to be more competitive 
with Firestone. As Ford testifies today about how its recent test results and claims 
analyses show superior Goodyear performance, we all should keep that bit of history 
in mind. 

I want to thank all of our witnesses today, and thank both Chairman Steams and 
Chairman Greenwood for hosting today’s hearing. 

Mr. Stearns. I thank the distinguished chairman. 

On our list, we have Ms. Harman for an opening statement. And 
let me remind the members the procedure is for a joint hearing, for 
the members other than the ranking and the full chairman, to limit 
their opening statements to 3 minutes. So we would be most appre- 
ciative. 

Ms. Harman. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I commend you for 
holding this hearing, and welcome our witnesses. 

I hail from California, where the blame game is in full frenzy for 
the energy crisis, and where SUVs are a way of life, even when 
they never go off road. 203 people have died because of tire fail- 
ures, 203 people have died, and it is critically important that the 
heads of the companies who manufacture the vehicles and the tires 
involved in their deaths are here voluntarily and that we are here, 
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too. The blame game won’t bring those people back, and it won’t 
make cars or tires safer. 

Actions the executives here take can make people safer. Actions 
that NHTSA takes can make people safer. Actions we take can 
make people safer. That is our job to protect the health and welfare 
of our constituents. The blame game stops here. And this hearing 
is about how we are going to go forward with safer cars and safer 
tires. I yield back the remainder of my time. 

Mr. Stearns. I thank my colleague. 

The gentleman from Georgia, Mr. Deal. 

Mr. Deal. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I agree with what Ms. 
Harman has just said. We find ourselves in multifaceted positions 
from time to time as Members of Congress in listening to the open- 
ing statements thus far, certainly a number of very important 
issues have been raised. However, I have the feeling that we are 
about to engage in a plaintiffs trial lawyer discovery frenzy today 
of finger pointing. I am not particularly interested in that aspect, 
because I do not view that necessarily as a role for Congress to en- 
gage in. 

But as Ms. Harman said, our primary purpose is public safety. 
So to that end, all of us will be interested in hearing what has been 
done to correct problems if problems did, in fact, exist, and what, 
if anything, needs to be done in the oversight responsibility that 
Congress has delegated to NHTSA in carrying out that role, and 
does anything from a legislative standpoint need to be done further 
in keeping with what we have previously done in the last Congress 
with the TREAD Act? Those are the kinds of inquiries that I view 
as relevant to the matter that is before this committee today. I 
yield back the balance of my time, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Stearns. He yields back the balance of his time. Mrs. Capps 
is recognized for an opening statement. 

Mrs. Capps. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to say that 
I am pleased that we are holding this hearing today, but I am not. 
I am not, because of the original circumstances that have brought 
us here today, tragedy. As we all know, over 200 people have died 
in car accidents because of faulty tires, faulty car design or maybe 
some combination of both. Hundreds more have been injured. The 
lives of the families and friends of these people have been up- 
ended, and we are here today to try to sort through the facts that 
have caused this damage. 

But I am also not pleased because today’s hearings will likely be 
a continuation of the charges and countercharges between two leg- 
endary American companies. Ford has now offered to replace all of 
Firestone Wilderness AT tires. The company says they are doing 
this out of concern for their customer’s safety. Firestone questions 
the motives of Ford and produces studies that claim its tires are 
not the reason behind the rollovers that have caused the deaths of 
so many people. 

So Ford produces studies that show its Explorers are safe. Both 
sides have experts supporting them, and today’s Washington Post 
has a story about the lobbying efforts that are going on so each side 
can get out its story. 

Maybe there is nothing wrong with this, but I don’t know if it 
is actually getting us much closer to the truth. So today’s hearing 
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will likely be a continuation in this battling of charges and 
countercharges, each side producing credible studies to make its 
point. Quite frankly, I am not sure who to believe, and I will not 
make any statements that call in question the legitimacy of either 
side. But I am sure of one thing. I want us to get to the truth of 
this matter. I want American consumers to know that when they 
get behind the wheel of their car, they can know that that car and 
all its parts are as safe as they can be, that there have been no 
corners cut, no edges shaved. That, after all, is one of the jobs of 
our government, to make sure that the market works and produces 
safe products. 

In this case, we clearly need a judge, someone who can look at 
the technical claims that companies are making and make some 
sense of them. That judge is supposed to be the Federal Govern- 
ment, specifically the National Highway Traffic and Safety Admin- 
istration. So I will be interested to hear from NHTSA, and I will 
continue to push them to get to the bottom of this matter. 

American consumers are depending on them and on us. Thank 
you. I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. Stearns. I thank my colleague. 

Mr. Shimkus, opening statement? 

Mr. Shimkus. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I will be brief. We 
want to welcome our two CEOs and the director of NHTSA here, 
two great companies that we are in conflict with today. Basic busi- 
ness MBA says the CEO’s job is to maximize shareholder wealth. 
We all know that you do that by protecting public safety, because 
it is not good business to impinge on public safety. No one would 
take that risk. But as everyone agrees on both sides of the aisle, 
we are searching for some certainty, legal certainty. We talk about 
that in all lines of the business that we do here on the commerce 
committee, legal certainty on who is doing what and how to resolve 
this. We did pass the TREAD Act last year in response initially, 
and unfortunately, haven’t had much time to get the full impact of 
the TREAD Act, along with the additional dollars needed to affect 
that law, and we’re already back in front of this committee. 

My questions will be directed to both the CEOs and to NHTSA 
as to what should NHTSA do, Ford Motor Company? What should 
NHTSA do, Firestone? And NHTSA, what do you think you should 
do, and what resources do you need to get it done? You can tell 
there is a lot of frustration up here. We did not want to be here 
less than a year after the last hearing, and we hope that we can 
get to some conclusions so we are not here again in the next couple 
of months. Thank you, Mr. Chairman I thank the gentleman for 
yielding. 

Mr. Stearns. I thank the gentleman. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. Markey, is recognized 
for an opening statement. 

Mr. Markey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, very much. This is an 
unprecedented hearing before this committee. We have two cor- 
porations, each of which has leveled a blistering, scalding indict- 
ment of the other company. Obviously we need answers. We have 
a corporate schoolyard brawl that has broken out here. We need an 
impartial referee to determine who was right and who was wrong 
on each one of the allegations. This hearing is not going to deter- 
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mine that. We need NHTSA, the independent agency, to play the 
role of referee, calling each one of the shots on each one of these 
issues in a way that ascertains the truth for the American people. 

Now, it is true, and today the President has designated his nomi- 
nee to be the head of NHTSA. We haven’t had anyone running 
NHTSA for the last several months there was a Presidential des- 
ignee. This, in the aftermath of this committee and the Congress 
passing a law last year which gave a very serious homework as- 
signment to NHTSA. Now, NHTSA tells us that they are at least 
a month away from finishing their information. In addition, we 
have to know how much progress they have made in implementing 
the TREAD Act, implementing the law which we passed last year. 

After all, that is the only way in which the safety recommenda- 
tions and requirements which we passed into law last year are 
going to be put on the books, and the public will be protected and 
every subsequent year in because of those additional safety protec- 
tions. So I wish that there was an urgency in this administration 
that would have designated a new head of highway safety back 5 
months ago. 

That would help us to know who is right and who is wrong in 
every one of these issues. Obviously, the very viability of at least 
one of these companies is going to be determined by the answers 
to those questions. We know that there is a toxic cocktail that is 
created when Ford Explorers and Firestone tires are put together. 
That warning is out there now to the public. Ford is now saying 
that it is more than the 6 million tires. Now an additional 13 mil- 
lion Ford — Firestone tires that put their vehicles at risk. 

But we do know this as well: Even as the information has been 
made available to Ford over the last several years, they continue 
to increase the weight of their SUVs, knowing that there is a direct 
correlation between the weight of these vehicles and their propen- 
sity to roll over and to endanger American families. And so, Mr. 
Chairman, we couldn’t have a more important hearing, but every- 
thing that happens today is merely preliminary to the ultimate de- 
cisions made by NHTSA as to who is right and who is wrong, and 
I hope that we can get a confirmation on the President’s appointee 
and a quick resolution of these issues for the sake of the public, 
because we know these accidents occur on hot summer days on 
long rides, and that is where we are in America today, with the 
American public at greatest risk for the next several months with- 
out the answers which every one of these families deserve. 

Mr. Stearns. I thank my colleague. 

The gentleman from Nebraska, Mr. Terry, is recognized for an 
opening statement. 

Mr. Terry. Thank you all. I will be succinct, and my focus here 
is going to be on my own government agency and their tardiness 
in supporting the process and supplying us with data. The reason 
why I want to focus on them is because I am going to work from 
a basic assumption, that there is self-motivation involved in both 
Firestone and Ford’s testing. There is a billion dollars at stake here 
in lawsuits. There are trials strategy taking place, and as layman 
up here in most of the public, we could read the data, the sum- 
maries of the testing and we can see — well, I won’t say it is fairly 
convincing. The oversteer of the Ford Explorer that Firestone has 
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provided us, likewise the peal strength and the other data that 
Ford has supplied us about the Firestone — Firestone tires, the data 
that they have accumulated. 

When you read the summaries, to us they all are convincing, but 
keep — what keeps popping in my mind is that there is a lot of dol- 
lars at stake here in lawsuits. Each in a trial strategy have the 
ability, and it is pretty typical trial strategy to try and bring some- 
body else in as a defendant and share the blame. 

So what we need is reliable independent data that we can rely 
on that can shift through the new answers that some of my col- 
leagues might have brought out in their opening statements of just 
the little things that you can tweak, the type of vehicles that are 
used, the age of the tires that are used that can tweak the out- 
come, can tweak the data to where layman wouldn’t notice. That 
is why we rely on NF1TSA, and so I think that is where I am going 
to focus upon today, and the hard questions will be asked. 

It will be good questions for Firestone and Ford as well, but we 
need that independent body, the American public needs that inde- 
pendent body, and we haven’t been able to provide that. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman yields back the balance of his time. 
Thank you. 

Mr. Strickland, is recognized for his opening statement. 

Mr. Strickland. Mr. Sawyer is 

Mr. Stearns. Mr. Sawyer is not on either subcommittee, but we 
certainly invited him to participate, and we are under the cus- 
tomary procedure allowing him to do his opening statement after 
the members of both subcommittees have spoken first. 

Mr. Strickland. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Stearns. So you are recognized. 

Mr. Strickland. Thank you, sir. I’ll just take a few moments. 

Sitting here, I listened to my colleagues and I’ve concluded what 
I frequently conclude when I attend these kinds of meetings and 
that is, where do we as Members of Congress go for the truth? Flow 
can we take the information that is provided to us, sort through 
it, determine credibility and reliability, and then make an informed 
decision? 

And I think that’s what we must, at least in part, depend upon 
our witnesses today to provide for us and to us. But ultimately I 
think we do need this objective judgment from the Federal agency 
that’s responsible for providing us with these kinds of data. 

I am more than a distant observer, I guess. I drive a Ford Ex- 
plorer with Wilderness AT tires, and I have a district where it 
takes me about 5 hours to drive from end to end, and I plan to do 
that throughout the coming summer months. So I hope we reach 
some conclusions today so that I, and my constituents especially, 
can face the summer months feeling some degree of confidence. 

I yield back. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman yields back. The gentleman from 
Tennessee, Mr. Gordon, is recognized for an opening statement. 

Mr. Gordon. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think we’re at the 
point of opening statements, where there is the cliche, “Every- 
thing’s been said, just everyone hasn’t said it.” so I will just make 
a quick observation. 
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When I was practicing law in a small town, Murfreesboro, Ten- 
nessee, I think I discovered what we’re going to find out today. Mr. 
Tauzin and Mr. Greenwood particularly did a good job — and Mr. 
Deutsch — of laying forth a lot of serious questions that we need to 
have answers to. 

A month of hearings won’t bring answers to all those, so as has 
been said, we need to move forward and hear from NHTSA, be- 
cause I think we are going to find out what I found in 
Murfreesboro, that you can take the two or three witnesses seeing 
the same accident or a dog bite and they’re going to come back with 
different views. Whether it was the direction, or their angle for see- 
ing the accident, whether it is an internal prejudice, they simply 
bring back different views. So, hopefully, NHTSA will get its act to- 
gether shortly and do a more thorough investigation. 

So what I want to do in my time is really ask the same questions 
of all three witnesses, to try to set up a benchmark, so we can 
move forward. And thank you again. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman yields back the balance of his time. 

Mr. Stupak is recognized for an opening statement. 

Mr. Stupak. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, more of 
a parliamentary inquiry if I may. As I was coming flying out here 
today I went through Detroit. I grabbed the Detroit Free Press be- 
cause it talks about new tires, new worries. And on the majority 
side, we’ve had some discussion this morning in opening state- 
ments about the replacement tires having a worse safety record 
than the Firestones. 

My question is directed to the Chair: Are we going to see that 
information? Is it going to be part of this hearing? Can we see it? 

My friend, Mr. Strickland, and I both have a Ford Explorer. 
After last year’s hearing, I replaced my tires, so I want to make 
sure if I replaced them, I replaced them with good tires; and I 
think we’re misleading the American public if we say we replaced 
them with worse tires. But we are not getting the data. 

Mr. Stearns. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Stupak. Sure. 

Mr. Stearns. I think as we go through this hearing there is a 
nuance here between safety and claims reporting and what this 
claims reporting means versus actual safety. So I think what 
they’re alluding to is the claims reporting, which is not necessarily 
a clear proportionate with the safety. 

But I think your concern is welcome and I think one of the rea- 
sons that we had this hearing is because both members and the 
consumers want to understand the nuances between this claim 
data and what it means. And so when we move forward, I think 
some of the questions that you have might allude to that fact. 

Mr. Stupak. I see the chairman is here. Maybe he may have that 
information. 

Will that be provided to all of us, Mr. Chairman, the information 
you brought up about some tires have worse safety records than 
the ones that are being 

Mr. Stearns. It’s not a safety record. We are talking about just 
claims data, which is not a safety record. 

Chairman Tauzin. Would the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Stupak. Can we have that data? 
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Chairman Tauzin. Will the gentleman yield? Some of the data is 
apparently NHTSA’s data. Some of it has been provided to us on 
a confidential basis from other tire manufacturers, and frankly, we 
don’t know how valid this information is. NHTSA has not looked 
at it to see whether this information that’s privately supplied to us 
is validated yet. 

At a meeting right before this hearing I asked Mr. Jackson if we 
supplied him with this information immediately following this 
hearing, again because it is confidentially supplied to our investiga- 
tors — first, supply it to NHTSA, would they within 30 days be able 
to give us, as quickly as possible, information as to whether or not 
that information we received is, No. 1, valid, and No. 2, whether 
or not it’s consequential information that consumers need to know 
immediately, if in fact the Ford criteria for this recall are valid. 

Mr. Dingell. Would the gentleman yield to me? 

The question, I think, that has to be answered is, are we com- 
paring apples and oranges. I would note that some of the informa- 
tion that shows that the new tires from Firestone are safer than 
other manufacturers comes from a plant where there is no history 
of manufacturing of those tires at that plant, and as a result, there 
is no record of failures of tires coming from that plant. 

Now, is that not so? 

Chairman Tauzin. Would the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. Stupak. I ask for unanimous consent for 2 additional min- 
utes with the colloquy going. 

Chairman Tauzin. I would say to my friend that there are sev- 
eral questions we do not know the answer to, and that is, one, 
whether, first of all, we think the data we are getting is valid. But 
we need to have that verified by NHTSA. If, in fact, a tire that is 
going to be replaced by Ford is going to be replaced with a tire that 
has a much worse claims record than a tire being replaced, is that 
information significant enough for Ford perhaps to make a dif- 
ferent decision or for consumers to make a different decision? 
That’s a question that we are going to ask NHTSA at the end of 
this hearing. 

The gentleman is correct, there’s a lot of claims data that goes 
to NHTSA. Some of it goes to the individual tire companies; and 
we need to know whether or not we have duplicate numbers, how 
valid is it, and how significant are those numbers before we ask 
NHTSA to release them to the public, I think. 

Mr. Stupak. I want to reclaim my time here. 

Whether it’s claims data or safety claims, if we have information, 
I hope that it can be shared with all members of the committee, 
because I can wait for Ford. Like I said, I replaced my own tires 
on my Explorer, and when you have an accident, it’s an accident — 
they don’t call it “safety data” or “claims data,” it’s an accident for 
the people out there. 

And I think the purpose of these hearings is to clarify this stuff 
for the American people, and all we are doing is confusing them by 
saying we have new tires and new worries, but yet we are not 
sharing this information with the American public. 

So I hope by the end of the day we could get that information, 
and someone on the majority side — that we have plaintiff trial law- 



22 


yers discovery. Well, being a plaintiff trial lawyer, I certainly hope 
we do because plaintiff trial lawyers usually increase public safety 
and get to the truth of the matter. 

Chairman Tauzin. Will my friend yield again? 

Mr. Stupak. Sure. 

Chairman Tauzin. I hope you understand that is precisely the 
reason why I’m asking that the committee request NHTSA to clar- 
ify this information for us rapidly. I don’t want us to be party to 
releasing bad information to the American public which causes 
them either distress, worry or to make a bad decision. 

One of the reasons for this hearing today is to examine Ford, its 
decision in that light, as Ford ordered a recall. Has it recalled tires 
that other companies should recall? And the information we’ve dis- 
covered leads us to some new confusing areas. 

I think it’s critical that before we confuse the public with this in- 
formation that we get it verified by NHTSA, and more importantly, 
that they indicate the significance of these numbers to us so that 
we can make a proper report to the American public without fur- 
ther confusion. 

Mr. Stupak. Well, Mr. Chairman, as I said before you came in, 
someone’s already released the information. It’s already confusing 
the public when you have the headlines “New Tires, New Worry.” 
so I think we have to get that squared away as soon as we can. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

The gentleman Mr. Sawyer, who is not a member of either sub- 
committee, but is welcome to provide an opening statement. 

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for the hear- 
ing and for the chance to take part in this way. I am from Akron, 
Ohio, and although we haven’t built a passenger car tire in Akron 
for 22 years, it remains a center of research and development, pro- 
duction technology, command and control in this global industry for 
more than a century. 

It is matter of personal concern that we resolve questions of con- 
tinuing safety in this important industry to people all over my dis- 
trict. In that sense, understanding these tragedies is rightfully this 
committee’s work; reducing their likelihood in the future is our 
purpose. And so while there are many things that have been said 
today, I’d like to return to three fundamental points that I made 
a year ago. 

What I said last year I feel just as strongly about today. That 
is this: You cannot evaluate tire performance separately from the 
vehicle on which it is equipped. Nor is a vehicle performance eval- 
uation complete without the tire. In one sense, a tire may be the 
single most important component of a vehicle in translating that 
vehicle’s design characteristics into actual performance on the road. 

The tire and vehicle work together in determining acceleration, 
braking, cornering, comfort and, most important, safety and do it 
through four very small contact patches with the road. In that 
sense, the question that we have to answer is how the vehicle and 
its tires function together. 

Second, let me just say that I’m deeply troubled by the under- 
lying notion that tires are never supposed to fail. I remind all of 
us that the tire remains the only piece of equipment on the vehicle 
that has a backup. This is not by chance. Tires are complex, they’re 
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highly engineered products that operate in one of the most extraor- 
dinarily violent environments of any product that we use in our 
daily lives and they wear out. They are consumable products. 

Third, typically tires contain more than scores of different design 
elements of rubber, steel, polyester, chemicals, carbon black, de- 
pending upon their application in design of the tire. Many tires are 
designed for specific vehicles, for specific performance; con- 
sequently, tires perform differently depending on the type and de- 
sign of the vehicle on which they’re mounted and how and where 
that vehicle is used. 

With this in mind, it is clear it would be a serious mistake, in 
my judgment, to try to set one standard for tire performance for 
the tire industry. Each tire design and application, it seems to me, 
must be evaluated in its own setting. When tires do fail through 
road use, damage or abuse, or misapplication to the wrong vehicle, 
or wearing out at the end of its useful life, or as the result of a 
design or manufacturing flaw, NHTSA’s got to have the appro- 
priate data so that it can evaluate the tire in its appropriate vehic- 
ular environment. That’s the best way to protect consumers. 

When Congress passed the TREAD Act last year, it took a major 
step in making sure this happens by requiring an early warning 
system, one that works — actually two that work: one, to use per- 
formance statistics through the reporting of data to identify prob- 
lems early in the life of a design. 

We heard a number of different dimensions that have reporting 
data. Comparability is another one, to make sure that you’re get- 
ting the same data from different corporate settings. 

The second is an early warning device to warn the vehicle’s oper- 
ator with accuracy when his vehicle’s tires begin to lose pressure. 

I know that NHTSA’s working diligently on the regulations to 
implement the act in this provision, and I look forward to hearing 
them and the witnesses in this process. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank you very much for your indulgence. 

Mr. Stearns. I thank the gentleman. 

[Additional statements submitted for the record follow:] 

Prepared Statement of Hon. Michael Bilirakis, a Representative in 
Congress from the State of Florida 

Mr. Chairman, thank you for calling this hearing today to examine the reason and 
ramifications for the Ford Motor Company’s recent recall of additional Firestone 
tires. 

This issue touches many of our constituents. I have heard from many individuals 
in my district who have expressed concerns about tire and vehicle safety. It is ter- 
rible that the increased attention to this issue comes as a result of tragic accidents 
and highway fatalities. I hope that this situation can help improve public awareness 
of the need to monitor tire pressure and engage in regular vehicle maintenance. 

Many consumers, including Members of Congress, are confused by the various 
data coming from both Ford and Bridgestone/Firestone. Are the Firestone tires the 
cause of the problem, or is it a result of the design of the Explorer? Whose data 
should the public believe? What is the proper role of the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) in making these determinations? 

I hope that this hearing gives the respective parties a chance to highlight their 
findings and provide answers to these Subcommittees on issues that greatly impact 
American consumers. I am particularly interested to know if there is any docu- 
mentation or claims for accidents that have occurred in an Explorer with non-Fire- 
stone tires. Has NHTSA conducted the necessary testing to ascertain whether these 
problems are limited to the Firestone Wilderness AT line, or have they received 
claims for similar Explorer accidents with competitors’ tires? 



24 


Mr. Chairman, with the summer in full swing, many families are piling into sport 
utility vehicles (SUVs) and heading out for summer vacations. In order to ensure 
the greatest protection for the safety of those families, it is incumbent on us to ob- 
tain the most accurate and comprehensive information possible. We must also in- 
crease our efforts to raise public awareness of tire and vehicle safety issues, so that 
every driver realizes the importance of proper vehicle maintenance, including gaug- 
ing tire pressure. 

I look forward to the testimony from our witnesses. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, 
for holding this important hearing. 


Prepared Statement of Hon. Barbara Cubin, a Representative in Congress 
from the State of Wyoming 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I believe it is important today to convene this hearing 
to disseminate information to the American consumer — especially those that own 
Ford vehicles or any vehicle with Firestone tires. 

Not wanting to speak for other members of the subcommittee, I’d like to make 
an initial statement to our witnesses today from Ford and Firestone: please stop 
playing this juvenile blame game; please stop publishing graphs and charts that 
only support one side of the story; and by all means please stop sacrificing the safe- 
ty of American families at the alter of public relations. 

We know that different tires seem to react differently to certain conditions. We 
also know that automobiles, especially SUVs, tend to react differently than pas- 
senger vehicles in certain conditions. When you put those two very uncertain situa- 
tions together we seem to get a very tenuous outcome. 

In a situation such as this we tend to look to the companies to resolve the problem 
to ensure that their customers’ safety is protected. We don’t seem to have that in 
this case. Maybe if the companies get past pointing fingers at each other they’ll 
begin concentrating on the safety aspects. 

Until then, it is very important that the National Highway Traffic Safety Admin- 
istration (NHTSA) be a leader in answering many of the outstanding questions sur- 
rounding what has become an absolute debacle. 

I’m pleased to read in Mr. Jackson’s testimony that NHTSA’s testing may be com- 
pleted as early as next week. 

However, I’m concerned that any delay in getting accurate information out to the 
public will jeopardize the lives and safety of our families. 

Additionally, many local businesses are dependent on selling these goods and 
services. Timely, accurate information is critical to ensure confidence in both Ford 
and Firestone products. 

I look forward to hearing from the witnesses. I yield back my time. 


Prepared Statement of Hon. Ed Bryant, a Representative in Congress from 
the State of Tennessee 

Chairman Stearns, Chairman Greenwood, I thank you for holding this joint hear- 
ing today on an issue of obviously great importance. 

I, like others on the committee, have interests on both sides of this issue, having 
constituents that are directly involved with both Firestone and Ford. As I prepared 
for this hearing over the last weekend, I met with Ford dealers in my district, and 
in Tennessee we have the headquarters of Firestone as well as a number of Fire- 
stone distributors and dealers. 

After the recall of the 15-inch Firestone ATX and Decatur Wilderness AT tires 
last year, and now after the discussions surrounding Ford Motor Company’s “re- 
placement program,” I think that the American people frankly aren’t real sure what 
to make of the situation. 

Ford says this is a tire problem and Firestone says it is the Explorer. Last year 
we learned that there was indeed something that went wrong at the Decatur plant 
to make so many Firestone ATX tires fail. 

Obviously, there is not the same consensus today. 

Firestone’s studies indicate that the Firestone AT tires on vehicles other than the 
Ford Explorer have not had the same problems with tread separation as the tires 
on the Ford Explorer. 

But, then Ford points out that the reliability of Goodyear tires on the Explorer 
is evidence that the Explorer is not to blame. 

Ultimately the reason we are here today, and the reason we are not leaving this 
to the courts and solely NHTSA (the regulators whose job it is to do these things) 
is that we are trying to move quickly and determine what safety concerns are out 
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there. We need to make sure that folks in NHTSA are doing their job, but the bot- 
tom line is that we are trying to protect the consumers’ interests. 

This hearing is a great opportunity for Congress to sift through the studies and 
statistics conducted by both parties, and try to reconcile the information so we can 
better understand what is going on here. 

It is indeed a shame that such a long working relationship between these two 
companies has been severed. I encourage the two parties to try and work together 
and be forthright with the American people. The interests we are looking out for 
today is that of the consumer, and I hope that this hearing helps to better inform 
the consumer of the safety of both the Firestone Wilderness AT tire and the Ford 
Explorer. 

Again, I thank the two chairmen for having this hearing, and I also thank the 
members of the panels for coming today — Mr. Nasser, Mr. Lampe, Secretary Jack- 
son, Mr. Shelton, and Mr. Weinstein — thank for bringing your cases before us today. 


Prepared Statement of Hon. Edolphus “Ed” Towns, a Representative in 
Congress from the State of New York 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman for convening this timely hearing on Ford’s replace- 
ment of Firestone’s Wilderness AT tires. I would also like to thank today’s scheduled 
witnesses for appearing: Jacques Nasser of Ford, John Lampe of Firestone as well 
as the representatives from NHTSA. I do not expect that we will reach any conclu- 
sions today, but I hope that by bringing the parties together we will provide the 
American people with the information necessary to make more informed decisions. 
We are here because of the more than 2100 tread separations of Firestone ATX and 
at tires that have resulted in the deaths of over 200 people. One of the goals of the 
Consumer Protection Committee — as the name suggests — is to protect consumers. 
When over 200 people die as a result of a similar cause it is time to examine the 
problem more closely. 

Last year, Firestone recalled 6.5 million tires after confronting the accident and 
fatality reports with Ford and NHTSA which indicated that there was a problem 
directly linked to Firestone’s 15” inch ATX tires and Wilderness AT tires produced 
at its decatur manufacturing facility. The number of accidents and fatalities linked 
to the Firestone tires in question clearly indicated that something needed to be done 
to address a worsening situation. Ford and Firestone largely worked together and 
took responsibility for the problem. At the time, all parties committed to continue 
looking for the root cause of the tread separation problem. In addition, questions 
were raised regarding whether or not the initial recall was broad enough. To date, 
we have heard from Ford and Firestone regarding their findings. We have yet to 
hear the findings from the National Highway Transportation and Safety Adminis- 
tration’s (NHTSA) study of the recalled tires, Firestone’s Wilderness AT tires and 
possibly some aspect of the Ford Explorer. 

Last year’s recalled tires had claim rates of 363 per million to 41 per million. The 
tires currently in question have claims rates which have roughly doubled from their 
previous levels to the most recent available statistics — from the September 2000 to 
December 2000 reporting period — of 19.3 and 17.4 per million. While this increase 
is significant it is two to twenty times smaller than the claims rates of the pre- 
viously recalled tires. Ford maintains that they had to act because the claims trends 
suggested increasing tire problems and a potential increasing risk to consumer safe- 
ty. Ford should be lauded for their extraordinary efforts to safeguard consumers. 
However, it is very difficult to analyze the basis for Ford’s decision without any 
baseline standards from NHTSA. 

Firestone for their part has been cooperating with NHTSA as well. I do not be- 
lieve that anyone is served by the chart wars that we have seen from both Ford 
and Firestone over the past several weeks. I would urge both parties to continue 
cooperating with NHTSA and allow NHTSA to do the job that it is supposed to do. 
In addition, I point out that the battle of self-serving statistics has only brought into 
doubt the creditability of both sides in this dispute. Currently, the biggest problem 
facing the American people regarding this matter is the lack of any information 
from an independent third party. Again, I urge NHTSA to release their conclusions 
as soon as possible. In addition, I would ask NHTSA to answer the following ques- 
tions: 

It is nearly impossible to judge the value of the information provided by the two 
sides of this dispute without any definitive baseline information to clarify the com- 
panies’ competing claims from NHTSA. Does NHTSA have baseline information re- 
garding the number of claims per million for tires? 

What can be done to make NHTSA’ s information more user friendly? 
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Does the lack of an Administrator for NHTSA hamper its ability to serve the 
American people? 

How will NHTSA be able to deal with the vast amounts of additional data it is 
scheduled to receive under the Tread Act, if NHTSA has its hands full with the in- 
formation that it already receives? 

Does NHTSA need additional resources to do its job more effectively? 

Mr. Stearns. Now we’ll have the first panel; I think we have 
completed our opening statements. But before we do, I would like 
to ask unanimous consent of the subcommittee to place into the 
record documents that are both from the minority and the majority 
side; and without objection, it’s so ordered. 

We welcome Mr. Jacques Nasser, the President and Chief Execu- 
tive Officer of Ford Motor Company. And let me just say that we 
appreciate your patience in coming here; and at this point, it’s cus- 
tomary, Mr. Nasser, to swear you in, and I think we’re going to 
have Mr. Greenwood swear you in. 

Mr. Greenwood. Good morning, Mr. Nasser. You’re aware that 
this committee is holding — this joint committee is holding an inves- 
tigative hearing and as is our custom, we take our testimony — wit- 
nesses give their testimony under oath. Do you have any problem 
in testifying under oath? 

Mr. Nasser. No. 

Mr. Greenwood. You are entitled also to have counsel. Do you 
wish to be represented by counsel during your testimony? 

Mr. Nasser. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Greenwood. In that case, if you will raise your right hand, 
I will swear you in. 

[Witness sworn.] 

Mr. Greenwood. You’re now under oath and may testify. 

Mr. Stearns. As I was saying, Mr. Nasser, we want to thank you 
for coming here and to recognize that you came to us early to speak 
with us about this controversy. And we appreciate your willingness 
to come forward in talking to us, and we give you the floor. 

TESTIMONY OF JACQUES NASSER, PRESIDENT AND CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER, FORD MOTOR COMPANY 

Mr. Nasser. Thank you very much, Chairman Stearns. 

Mr. Stearns. You might have to put that a little closer to you. 

That’s a little better. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Nasser. Chairman Stearns and Chairman Greenwood, Con- 
gressman Dingell and members of the committee, at the outset I’d 
like to express on behalf of the women and men of Ford Motor 
Company our sincerest sympathies to those families who have lost 
loved ones in these tragic accidents. 

Today, as we’ve already seen, the committee is going to be bat- 
tered with competing data and competing analyses, research and 
statistics, charts and graphs, experts and opinions, all striving to 
settle the disagreements surrounding our decision to replace 13 
million tires on Ford vehicles. I’m here to explain the reasons be- 
hind our decision and to answer any questions the committee may 
have about the actions that we have taken to protect the safety of 
our customers. 

As mentioned earlier, last year Firestone recalled about 6.5 mil- 
lion tires, primarily on Ford vehicles; and at that time, I pledged 
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to this committee that Ford would implement an early warning 
system to help identify potential tire problems. 

We promised our customers and all of you that we would use the 
lessons learned, combined with the aid of new technology, to keep 
our customers safe; and Ford Motor Company supported passage of 
the TREAD Act, which in many ways encouraged the very same 
vigilence. 

Public awareness of tire safety has intensified since last year, 
and our expectations within the Ford Motor Company of tire per- 
formance has also changed. In many ways, maybe in all ways, the 
bar has been raised. 

Without question, detecting the possibilities of a future tire de- 
fect carries much greater weight than it ever did before. We’ve also 
moved from seeking remedies for bad tires to identifying and elimi- 
nating faulty tires before the safety of customers is compromised. 

Last summer, field data and government data revealed highly 
elevated tread separation rates on Firestone ATX and certain Fire- 
stone Wilderness AT tires. Those tires were recalled even before we 
knew why they were failing. 

Clearly, we needed to learn more to be able to prevent this from 
happening again, so we started digging deeper and deeper, and we 
began the most intensive scientific investigation in Ford Motor 
Company’s history. Hundreds of engineers and scientists looked at 
the tires; then they looked at the tires together with the vehicle, 
and they also looked at the vehicle itself. 

Our lab tests and real-world data, including Firestone’s own 
claims data, indicated that many of the remaining Firestone Wil- 
derness AT tires will experience elevated failure rates, particularly 
as they age. The data convinced us to act now and to act on behalf 
of the people who drive our vehicles. 

We must admit that we’re dealing with very early warning sig- 
nals, but they’re warnings that we have taken very seriously, and 
we could not ignore them. We believe that this issue will grow into 
a more serious problem, particularly as the tires wear and age, and 
in short, without this action, our customer safety would have been 
at risk. 

So on May 22, we announced our tire replacement program, and 
thanks to the dedication of our dealers and employees and the co- 
operation of the other tire companies, we’re moving ahead swiftly. 
About 2 million tires are now in the pipeline, and we have replaced 
about 1 million tires as of this morning. 

I’d like to thank the many dealers and thousands of UAW work- 
ers who are in Washington today to show support for their com- 
pany and for our actions. It means a great deal to us. 

Let me talk about the Explorer, and let’s get to the heart of the 
issue. The Ford Explorer is and always has been a safe vehicle. The 
criticism from Firestone challenging the Explorer’s safety is not 
based on fact. Real-world data that is compiled by the Department 
of Transportation shows that the Explorer is among the safest 
SUVs on the market. And let’s go through that data. 

The Explorer is 27 percent safer than passenger cars. The Ex- 
plorer is safer than comparable SUVs in all crash types, front, side, 
rear and roll-over. The Explorer is involved in 19 percent fewer ac- 
cidents of all types than the typical sports utility vehicle. 
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From another angle, the Explorer has scored four or five stars in 
government frontal and side-crash tests. Explorer has also received 
the second highest ranking from the Insurance Institute for High- 
way Safety in its frontal offset crash tests; and just one other SUV 
got a better rating, while four received lower ratings. 

When you stand back from it all, in all, no other sport utility ve- 
hicle has such a strong combination of field and testing perform- 
ance. Those are the facts, not the headlines. 

In addition, we have closely examined the relationship between 
sport utility vehicles, as was mentioned earlier, and tires. We per- 
formed hundreds of tests with the Explorer and competitive sport 
utility vehicles, and this exhaustive analysis filled millions of pages 
of information which we have shared with NHTSA, we have shared 
with Firestone and we have shared with this committee. That book 
to my left is a summary of that data and it shows that the Explorer 
is a superbly designed vehicle and is a safety leader. 

Last month, Chairman Tauzin asked NHTSA to review the per- 
formance of the Explorer compared to other sport utility vehicles. 
We agree that there is much misinformation and some confusion 
about the safety of these vehicles. So we welcome and we encour- 
age NHTSA’s review and analysis of all the data on Explorer and 
peer vehicles, and we will fully cooperate in this effort. 

We’re also very confident of the outcome because the Explorer 
has 10 years of real-world safety data and that doesn’t mislead. 

And there’s more, probably the clearest demonstration yet that 
this is a problem with the tires and not with the vehicle; and this 
is the real-world performance of two groups of Explorers totaling 
more than 1 million vehicles manufactured over a 3-year period. 
Everything about these two groups of Explorers was exactly the 
same except that half the Explorers used Goodyear tires and the 
other half used Firestone tires. We gave both tire manufacturers 
the same performance criteria and both sets of tires had the same 
recommended tire pressure. 

This is the only real-world comparison that is truly apples to ap- 
ples, and the results are very clear. There were 1,183 tread separa- 
tions on the Firestone tires; there were two on the Goodyear tires. 
The only variable was the tire. Everything else was the same — the 
same drivers, the same vehicles, same parts of the country, same 
roads, same driving conditions, same loads and the same tire pres- 
sure. 

So it bears repeating, this is a tire issue and only a tire issue. 

I’ve heard some of the comments made earlier this morning, and 
I want to make it clear that we do not get any satisfaction from 
this dispute with Firestone, but we cannot and we will not let them 
decide when or how the Ford Motor Company will act to protect 
our customers’ safety. Our customers count on Ford to place their 
safety and interests above all else, and we do. 

One year ago, I came before this committee to discuss the recall 
of Firestone tires, and at that time, you asked what we could do 
to assure the public that this type of safety calamity would not 
happen again. I pledged to you and to our customers that we would 
be vigilant in our efforts to identify the problems and to identify 
them early and to fix them. 
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So I’m very proud of the Ford Motor Company’s strong commit- 
ment to safety, and I am grateful for the Secretary’s recognition of 
that commitment. And as I said last year, this is a tire problem, 
not a vehicle problem. And the government confirmed last year 
that this is a tire problem. 

Although we’re back before your committee again this year to 
discuss an even larger recall, this still remains a tire problem. Our 
goal is to make sure that it does not become a safety problem for 
the public. 

Thank you for your attention, and I’ll be pleased to answer any 
questions. 

[The prepared statement of Jacques Nasser follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Jacques Nasser, Ford Motor Company 

Good morning Mr. Chairman, Congressman Dingell and members of the com- 
mittee. I am Jacques Nasser, President and CEO of Ford Motor Company. I am here 
today to explain the reasons behind our decision to replace 13 million Firestone tires 
on Ford vehicles. I am also here to answer any questions the committee may have 
on the steps we have taken to protect the safety of our customers. 

For nearly 100 years, our Company has thrived because we have been responsive 
to our customers and our communities around the world. In all the actions we have 
taken, we have been guided first and foremost by our commitment to safety. We 
have also been driven by facts — real world performance data, as well as laboratory 
analyses. We have shared all the data and analyses openly, and have worked with 
NHTSA and with Firestone to better understand the causes of the tread separation 
problem with Firestone ATX and Wilderness AT tires. 

Why We Are Replacing the Tires 

On May 22nd of this year, Ford announced that we would replace all Wilderness 
AT tires used on Ford vehicles because of concerns about the performance of the 
tires as they age, creating unnecessary risks for our customers. While some of the 
tires being replaced do not show a substantial failure risk, we are replacing all Wil- 
derness AT tires to avoid any confusion for our customers and eliminate any doubt 
about the quality of their tires. 

Last summer, while the data indicated elevated rates of tread separation on the 
6.5 Million ATX and Decatur-built Wilderness AT tires (Exhibit 1), which resulted 
in the Firestone recall, we did not have enough information to understand why the 
tires were failing. 

Immediately after the recall, we assembled a team of technical experts to find the 
causes of the tread separation problem. The purpose of the investigation was simple: 
we had to be certain that the tires on our vehicles were as safe as possible for our 
customers. The “Tire Team”, as it became known, spent more than 100,000 person- 
hours analyzing real-world data, investigating accidents, testing tires and vehicles, 
running computer simulations and studying tire designs. Our Tire Team worked 
closely with NHTSA every step of the way. We also shared our data and analysis 
with Firestone and Dr. Sanjay Govindjee, who conducted an independent investiga- 
tion at Firestone’s request. 

As part of that intensive work we developed a laboratory test to duplicate the fail- 
ure mode experienced in the field. We developed better statistical analysis of claims 
data that allowed prediction of trends in failure rates. We worked with NHTSA to 
understand failure rates in competitive tires. And we did detailed engineering anal- 
yses of failed tires to give us an understanding of real-world failure mechanisms. 
Our findings proved consistent with the findings of Dr. Sanjay Govindjee. 

We reached the following conclusions based on our data and analyses: 

• Firestone’s Wilderness AT tires experience higher rates of tread separations than 

other tires, including the Goodyear tires used on the Explorer. 

• Firestone’s ATX and Wilderness AT tires fitted to Ford vehicles have temperature 

characteristics, wedge design characteristics and rubber properties, including 
peel strength, that demonstrate they are more sensitive than other tires to the 
stresses caused by ordinary use. This correlates with their significantly higher 
failure rates in the field. 

• Firestone’s ATX and Wilderness AT tires have different designs, constructions and 

performance characteristics depending upon when and where they were manu- 
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factured. The Goodyear tires used on Explorers do not exhibit this degree of 
variability. 

• Firestone’s Wilderness AT 16” tires with a recommended inflation pressure of 30 
psi perform about the same on the Explorer as the 15” tires with a rec- 
ommended inflation pressure of 26 psi from the same Firestone plant. 

Based on our laboratory testing and results, we were able to make predictions 
that could be confirmed by real-world data. Then, on May 11th of this year we re- 
ceived the latest claims data from Firestone which showed a rising trend in failure 
rates for Wilderness AT tires, further validating our analyses and predictive model. 
With these pieces of the puzzle coming together, we felt we had sufficient informa- 
tion to take action in the best interest of our customers (Exhibit 2). 

Last summer the elevated levels of tire failures on the recalled tires sent a very 
strong signal. What we learned since then allowed us to analyze failure trends more 
precisely. So, while claims alone today do not present as strong a signal as last Au- 
gust, our model suggests that the rate of failures is increasing significantly as the 
tires age, a risk that we cannot ask our customers to accept. 

We really had only two choices — wait until more failures proved conclusively there 
is a growing problem, or act now on the basis of our analyses and the data avail- 
able. With hot weather driving conditions approaching, we knew the risk of tread 
separations would increase. As a result, in the interest of the safety of our cus- 
tomers, we could not wait. 

Progress to Date 

In the first week of June, after reviewing our proposed customer letter with 
NHTSA, we notified millions of customers of our analysis and the details of our re- 
placement program. At the same time, we were qualifying tires as fit for replace- 
ment through our testing processes. We have, so far, identified approximately 60 
types of replacement tires. We also reviewed the list with NHTSA to ascertain that 
there were no pending concerns with the qualified tires. 

To build the pipeline of replacement tires, we entered into discussion with tire 
manufacturers. So far, an additional 2 million tires have been made available, and 
we have taken 2-3 down weeks at several of our plants to help fill the supply pipe- 
line and give the tire manufacturers time to ramp up production. The desire to 
quickly increase replacement tire production was another reason we felt we had to 
announce the replacement program as soon as possible. 

We are qualifying tires based on the new testing procedures developed by the Tire 
Team. In addition, the tire manufacturers are providing claims data from the early 
warning system developed as a result of the TREAD Act. These data, together with 
our predictive models, give us confidence that the replacement tires will meet the 
needs of our customers. 

The Explorer is a Safe Vehicle 

The data tell us that the problem is with the tires and not the vehicle. There are 
about 3 million Goodyear tires that were built to the exact same Ford specifications 
and were put on Explorers during 1995-1997 (and as replacements for these vehicles 
in subsequent years). These tires are performing almost flawlessly, having gen- 
erated only 2 tread separation claims. At the same time, a similar number of Ex- 
plorers built at the same assembly plants but equipped with Firestone tires have 
experienced 1183 tread separations (Exhibit 3), with the same type of customer and 
the same geographical/climatic distribution of vehicles (Exhibit 4). The difference in 
tire failure rates therefore cannot be attributed to the Explorer. 

It has been alleged that the reason Goodyear tires had few tread separations is 
that they are a “B” graded tire according to the Uniform Tire Quality Grading 
Standards (UTQGS), while the Wilderness AT has a “C” rating. In fact, millions of 
tires on GM and Toyota vehicles, for example, are “C” rated, but have not had tread 
separation problems. 

Another charge is that the Explorer had insufficient load reserve — or margin of 
safety — for the tires. The field data show, however, that there is no correlation be- 
tween load reserve and tread separation claims on these vehicles. Goodyear tires 
had the same load reserve at 26 psi yet had no tread separation problem. Further- 
more, the Firestone 16” Wilderness AT tires, which are specified at 30 psi, had ele- 
vated claims even with 300 pounds more load reserve. Lastly, the Explorer’s load 
reserve is similar to other SUVs. 

There have also been allegations that Explorer is causing the tire “problem” since 
Ford Ranger is fitted with the same tire, yet experienced fewer tread separations. 
The only time the same size tire was used on the Ranger and Explorer was as an 
option on the four-wheel drive model of the Ranger. The vast majority of these vehi- 
cles were sold in northern climates where four-wheel drive is in high demand. When 
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Decatur-built Wilderness AT tires (these were recalled by Firestone last August) 
were placed on 4x4 Ranger pickup trucks in the hot states, they failed at statis- 
tically similar rates as the tires on the Explorer. 

The Wilderness AT tires used as original equipment on the Explorer are also in- 
stalled as aftermarket tires on a wide variety of non-Ford vehicles and these vehi- 
cles have experienced a significant number of tread separations, some resulting in 
accidents. There are a total of 167 non-Ford claims of tread separation and 66 of 
these are on competitive SUVs. These claims include claims for tread separations 
on tires not included in last year’s recall. The total number of Wilderness tires used 
as aftermarket replacements on competitive vehicles is not known, but is believed 
to be relatively small, suggesting an elevated failure rate, comparable to that experi- 
enced by original equipment Firestone tires on the Explorer (Exhibit 5). In addition, 
there are 236 claims on Ford vehicles that are not Explorers on these same tires, 
again suggesting that the problem is with the tires. 

In spite of this strong statistical evidence that this is a Firestone tire problem, 
we were not satisfied to stop at an investigation of the tires alone. As a designer 
and manufacturer of vehicles for almost 100 years, Ford used its knowledge of vehi- 
cle engineering to do an unblinking review of tire-vehicle interaction. All through 
this process we shared our findings with NHTSA and Firestone. 

We conducted 4 major analyses in our safety investigation that focused specifi- 
cally on the vehicle. We looked at whether the Explorer design could cause an ele- 
vated rate of tread separation claims, and we found that this was not the case: we 
were able to reproduce the tire failure mode in the laboratory, independent of the 
Explorer, confirming the field data on Firestone and Goodyear tires. 

We looked at whether the Explorer behaved differently, compared to peer vehicles, 
during a tread separation. In all, we tested 24 different vehicles in 60 tread separa- 
tion tests and more than 1000 vehicle dynamics tests and hundreds of computer 
simulations; the data we generated confirmed that the Explorer behaves similarly 
to other SUVs. We looked at whether Explorer behaved differently after a tread sep- 
aration, and the data show that its performance falls within the range of other vehi- 
cles in its class. And we looked at the crashworthiness of the Explorer, and again 
found that it was comparable or better than peer vehicles. Overall, the Explorer per- 
formed similarly to other SUVs before, during and after a tread separation. 

Importantly, the results obtained in thousands of hours in the laboratory and on 
the test track are confirmed by 10 years of real world performance. 

The analysis of government data show that the Explorer is among the safest of 
the comparable SUVs (Exhibit 6): 

• The Explorer is 17% safer than the typical comparable SUV in all types of fatal 

crashes (Exhibit 7). 

• The Explorer is 19% safer than the typical comparable SUV in fatal rollover acci- 

dents (Exhibit 7). 

• The Explorer is safer than the typical comparable SUV in all crash types — front, 

side, rear and rollover crashes. 

• The Explorer is involved in 19% fewer accidents of all types (fatal and non-fatal) 

than the typical comparable SUV (Exhibit 8). 

Explorers have successfully traveled enormous distances in the last 11 years. 
More than 4 million Explorers have been sold, and over 3.5 million of these are still 
in service. Explorer drivers have collectively driven the equivalent of more than 13 
million years. Explorers have been driven more than 150 billion miles. 

Insurance data also show the Explorer has a strong safety record. Data published 
by the Highway Loss Data Institute (HLDI) show that the Explorer in all its deriva- 
tives (such as model type — 2 door versus 4 door and 2 wheel drive versus 4 wheel 
drive) has an injury loss claims record better than the average car, ranging up to 
32 percent better. 

Explorer has a fine record in government and consumer testing: 

• Explorer has scored 4 or 5 stars (the highest rating) in government NCAP frontal 

and side crash tests. 

• Explorer is similar to competitive SUVs in the government’s experimental rollover 

resistance rating, based on the static stability factor (SSF). 

• Explorer received the second-highest rating from the Insurance Institute for High- 

way Safety (IIHS) in its frontal offset crash tests. Just one SUV got a better 

rating, while four received lower ratings. 

AU in all, no other SUV has such a strong combination of field and testing per- 
formance. 

Analysis of Firestone tire claims data also confirms that the accident and the roll- 
over risk for the Explorer when a tread separation occurs is comparable to other 
SUVs (Exhibit 9). Since tread separation accidents are still relatively rare events, 
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the sample size of the data is quite small and the confidence interval is wide. We 
will continue to share our analysis with NHTSA and Congress to confirm our under- 
standing. However, nothing in the data that we have analyzed supports recent accu- 
sations that the Explorer is behaving atypically among SUVs. The Explorer is as 
safe as other SUVs before, during and after a tread separation. 

A recent analysis conducted by Dennis Guenther at the request of Firestone pur- 
ports to show deficiency in the safety of the Explorer on the basis that it does not 
have enough “understeer margin” to prevent oversteer in the linear range when it 
suffers a tread separation at the rear. We strongly disagree with the statements 
made by Firestone regarding this study. The Firestone test is unreliable because it 
did not test enough vehicles or conditions to support their conclusions. 

• It used too few models (only 2 compared to Ford’s 15 SUV tests). 

• It has test repeatability and data reduction issues. 

• It tested only on one road surface. 

• It did not test the actual event of tread separation. 

• It did not test under the demanding circumstances in which tread separations 

occur in the real world. 

• Its results are inconsistent with real-world accident data. 

Firestone’s allegations would imply that not only Explorer, but 12 other vehicles 
we tested made by the world’s leading motor vehicle manufacturers also do not meet 
Guenther’s understeer criteria (see table below). This illustrates the absurdity of 
Firestone’s position. 


Vehicles That Show Linear Range Oversteer with a Rear Tread Removed 

(All vehicles tested fully loaded) 


2001 BMW X5 4x4 

2001 Honda Odyssey 

1996 Chevrolet Blazer4x2 

1995 Isuzu Rodeo 4x2 

2001 Chevrolet TrailBlazer 4x2 

2001 Jeep Liberty 4x4 

2001 Dodge Durango 4x4 

1995 Nissan Pathfinder 4x2 

2001 Honda Accord 

2000 Toyota 4-Runner 4x4 

2001 Honda CRV 4x4 

1994 Toyota 4-Runner 4x2 


The Explorer, like all its peers and every vehicle made, has handling characteris- 
tics which are optimized for safety with four treaded tires. According to our test re- 
sults, its handling and steering characteristics are remarkably close to those chosen 
by BMW and Mercedes Benz, as well as the most recent entries from Jeep, Dodge, 
and even the new TrailBlazer has less understeer than the Explorer. These charac- 
teristics help the driver to achieve safe operation in all foreseeable circumstances. 

Even the two vehicles that meet Firestone’s understeer criteria have experienced 
rollover accidents after a tread separation on Firestone tires in the real world. 

Finally, we will not accept that a tread separation is a “normal foreseeable event” 
that manufacturers must accommodate through vehicle design as asserted by Fire- 
stone. No vehicle we have tested can deal with a tread separation well enough to 
avoid a small but significant risk of loss of control with a treadless rear tire. As 
indicated in Exhibits 10 and 11, other tire manufacturers such as Continental and 
Goodyear do not accept that tread separation is a normal or common occurrence 
that should be part of the vehicle design requirements. 

NHTSA’s data show that other tire manufacturers have demonstrated that it is 
possible with current technology to design tires that do not separate. We know the 
best way to prevent accidents caused by tread separations is to prevent tread sepa- 
rations and that is why we are replacing the Firestone Wilderness AT tires on our 
vehicles. 

Conclusion 

In summary, we have been guided throughout by our number one priority, the 
safety of our customers. 

Ironically, last summer we were criticized by some for acting too slowly. Now, we 
are being criticized for acting too swiftly. In both cases, we have been driven by the 
facts and analyses available. We have shared data continuously with NHTSA, Con- 
gress, and Firestone. I assure the committee that the decision that we took to re- 
place these Firestone Wilderness AT tires was not taken lightly. The cost of the re- 
placement program is about 3 billion dollars. We feel this expenditure is necessary 
to protect the safety of those who have put their trust in us. And, we will make 
that decision any time that the safety of our customers is at risk. 
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Continental® 


EXHIBIT lO 

Continental Aktiengesellschaft 


Mr. Carlos Mazzorin ’ Hanover, June 14 th , 2001 

Group Vice President 

Global Purchasing & South America 

Ford Motor Company 

One American Road - 

Dearborn, Michigan 48126-2798 


Dear Carlos, 

Regarding our recent phone conversation, I would like to summarize my 
opinion as follows: 

At Continental, we accept that it is our role to design and manufacture tires 
that meet the exacting quality and vehicle load specifications of our original 
equipment customers. In designing their vehicles, our customers may 
justifiably rely on the quality and performance of our product. 

We do not accept that tread/belt separations are a normal or common 
occurrence and that tire failures as a result of tread/belt separations are to be 
expected. Original equipment manufacturers and their customers may 
assume that their tires will not experience tread/belt separations and failures, 
if properly maintained, not abused and not damaged by road hazards. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me anytime with questions or further 
information. 

Sincerely, • 


Stephan Kessel 
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Aktiengesellschaft 
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Supervisory Board: 
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EXHIBIT 11 


mm 




VICE PRESIDENT 
ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT 
NORTH AMERICAN TIRES 

June 14, 2001 


Mr Carlos E Mazzorin 

Group Vice President, Global Purchasing & South America 
Ford Motor Company 
One American Road 
PO Box 1899 

Dearborn, Mi 48121-1899 
Dear Carlos, 

As the largest supplier of original equipment tires in the industry, Goodyear 
has unparalleled experience in providing high quality tires that meet the wide 
range of performance requirements from our auto-manufacturing customers. 
As a company we have systems and processes in place, including dedicated 
resources, to deal with the exacting requirements of meeting vehicle load 
and performance specifications necessary to assure that only the highest 
quality products reach consumers. 

Regarding your specific inquiry related to Goodyear's experience in the 
testing of vehicles under tread separation conditions, there are no 
manufacturers that currently require, or have even raised the subject of, 
testing under this type of condition for stability in their vehicle systems' 
procedures. 

While the phenomena of tread separation is a rare occurrence for tires, 
everyone needs to understand that it is a condition that can occur through 
misuse, abuse, overloading or severe under-inflation, and accidental road 
hazard. 

Sincerely, 

$4UW4**“— 

Bryan L Kinnamon, Vice President 
Original Equipment 
North American Tires 
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Mr. Stearns. Mr. Nasser, thank you very much. 

Before we start, I just want to caution the audience that we have 
to have an aisle between the different rows of chairs. So if you can’t 
find a seat, certainly open up that aisle, so that from the fire mar- 
shal’s standpoint, we can move about. 

Mr. Nasser, we certainly welcome the UAW employees here. 
You’ll be happy to know that a lot of the Ford dealerships have also 
called us, so we’re getting a lot of participation from Ford, and we 
like to hear from our constituents. 

I’m going to open up and when I’m in a similar situation, like 
yourself, I always say, I am open for hospitable questions. So that’s 
where you are today. And I want you to know that this committee 
is intent, while some of these questions might be pointed, that the 
purpose is with our not having the knowledge you have, or 
NHTSA. We are struggling, as Mr. Strickland said, to understand 
what these claims data mean. 

Is it operator error? Or is it possibly just a case of a malfunction 
of — a one-time malfunction? Or is there a consistency here from an 
engineering standpoint that we need to correct? 

So if you will bear with us as we go through this, we’ll be asking 
some questions, hopefully just to try and educate us as well as the 
public. 

On the issue of Ford’s temperature test — I’m from Florida where 
there’s a lot of heat. After reviewing your data, I wonder whether 
these temperature tests were truly a valid comparison of the Fire- 
stone tire. As I understand it, you tested a total of 40 tires of vary- 
ing sizes. Out of these 40 tires, 33 were Firestone tires. 

Could you explain how these tests, when a majority were Fire- 
stone tires, are a valid comparison of the other tires; and also, 
since most of us have a lot of questions here, it would be very help- 
ful if you could be concise in your answers so that we could just 
move quickly through. 

Mr. Nasser. We did have exhaustive tests of tires, both old tires 
and new tires, and we analyzed field data of 146 cases. We con- 
ducted extensive vehicle on-road testing, including 24 different ve- 
hicles, and we tested 

Mr. Stearns. Mr. Nasser, as I understand, those were not, the 
146, temperature tests. The temperature tests you did, at least 
from my notes, were on 40 tires, of which 33 were Firestone tires; 
is that correct? 

Mr. Nasser. That is correct. 

Mr. Stearns. Okay. So we are not talking about 146. 

Mr. Nasser. Ford’s testing was consistent. I heard earlier that 
we were testing old tires versus new tires. That is not true. We 
tested old Goodyear tires versus old Firestone tires. And the reason 
we had to test only Goodyear is because they were the only tires 
that were fitted previously on Firestone — on Explorer, other than 
Firestone tires. 

And we did test new Goodyear versus new Firestone versus new 
Michelins, and also new General/Continental tires. So in our 
view — and we’ve shared all this data — we think the testing was 
valid, indicative of what we’d expect tires to go through, and we 
think it was a fair test between the brands. 
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Mr. Stearns. The only thing that I first felt when I heard that 
out of the 40, 33 were Firestone, you would think that you would 
have more Goodyear, or at least there’d be a more disparate rep- 
resentation. 

So — I mean, that’s what I’m trying to get at because it’s that de- 
cision on your part, on that test dealing with temperature, which 
is — I am from Florida — is a very important test. I am trying to un- 
derstand how you could make a decision under that kind of sta- 
tistic where you had — 33 were Firestone out of 40. 

Mr. Nasser. Every test that we did went through data, statis- 
tical analysis, in terms of its significance; and we will share that 
data with you. And if you — if you look at it, we believe is it statis- 
tically significant. 

Mr. Stearns. Okay. Let me move on to another area that all of 
us were a little concerned about, and it’s dealing with the ratings 
on these tires. 

I don’t think my wife when she goes to look at a tire knows 
whether it’s a C-rated or B-rated; and frankly, at this stage of my 
life, I am not looking at it either. But you supplied this committee 
with charts showing that the Firestone Wilderness AT 15-inch tire 
runs hotter than the Goodyear Wrangler RTS 15-inch tire. The 
Firestone tires you tested had a C rating, whereas all the other 
tires you tested had a B rating. 

Because Ford designed the specifications, you sat there and said, 
“These are the specs that you must abide by, Subcontractor.” 

Was there any real surprise that the Firestone tires tested hotter 
than the Goodyear tires, just based upon that rating; and is that 
C and B meaningful? 

Mr. Nasser. Well, the first thing is, we do not specify a B- or 
C-graded tire, and neither does any other manufacturer. We don’t 
specify a temperature grade. We’ve got performance specifications 
that are the same. 

Mr. Stearns. Well, let me ask you this, Mr. Nasser. 

Is there a difference between a C and B rating on a tire? Does 
it have any meaningful difference? 

Mr. Nasser. There may be some difference. We don’t believe is 
it anything significant in terms of tread separation. 

Mr. Stearns. Okay. 

Mr. Nasser. And by the way, I should add 

Mr. Stearns. Yes? 

Mr. Nasser, [continuing] that many of our competitors, including 
Toyota and General Motors, use C-grade tires on sport utility vehi- 
cles. 

Mr. Stearns. Well, just the data we had from General Motors, 
they indicate it should be a B-rated tire. You know, that’s just one 
competitor. 

Mr. Nasser. They use C-rated tires, and interestingly enough, 
Firestone did not mark the tires with a temperature grade until we 
believed, sometime in 1999 or the year 2000, and on at least two 
occasions, in 1995 and in 1999, we were told by Firestone that the 
tires were B-class tires. 

Mr. Stearns. We have a couple of charts here that we have put 
together, our staff, based upon the information you gave us. That 
one the staff is just putting up will show that the General Grabber 
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AT tire, based upon the information you gave us, has a higher rat- 
ing than the Wilderness AT; and that the Wilderness AT, relative 
to the General GS 60 and the other tires, is, you know, a little 
higher. But it’s not so significantly higher to, in our minds, under- 
stand why such a major recall decision would be made. 

And so I am saying, this is a graph we’ve put together from your 
information. 

Mr. Nasser. You know, I go back to the initial discussion. We 
can peal this data, piece by piece. We can look at temperature, we 
can look at peel strength, we can look at all different types of 
things. In the end, you’ve got to look at field data. 

One particular element, an attribute of a tire doesn’t tell the 
complete story, and that’s part of the confusion that we’re getting 
in the marketplace, and that’s part of the reason Congressman Stu- 
pak highlighted that headline in the press. 

You cannot take one particular aspect of a tire. You must look 
at the overall performance, and that’s what we did. 

Mr. Stearns. I thank you. My time has expired. 

The gentleman, my colleague from Florida, Mr. Deutsch. 

Mr. Deutsch. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

And thank you, Mr. Nasser, for your testimony. 

I’d like to focus a little bit on the chairman of the full committee, 
and really, I appreciate his effort. And this — really part of our job 
in just trying to inform consumers a bit more, and as has been dis- 
cussed, by the end of this hearing, I don’t think we’ll get to the 
final answers, but I think we can provide that function reasonably 
well. 

Obviously, you know, you express the condolences — I think all of 
us do — of the deaths that occurred from the Firestone tire failures. 
Most of these failures, as you well know, were also on Ford Explor- 
ers. From a consumer perspective, I think hearing your answer to 
this question is helpful. 

Why is the Explorer so difficult to control when there is tire — 
when there is tread separation? 

Mr. Nasser. That’s your question? 

Mr. Deutsch. Yeah. 

Mr. Nasser. All vehicles have, the Explorer does not handle any 
differently than any other sport utility vehicle. It’s in the middle 
of the pack, and we have testing that will support that. 

Most vehicles do not handle very well when you lose a tread. Ve- 
hicles are not designed and specified and set up so that they can 
handle tread separation easily, although you would have to say 
that even with — even from Firestone’s own data, 90 percent of the 
Explorers do not roll over even when there is a catastrophic tread 
separation. 

Mr. Deutsch. Let me follow up. 

Mr. Nasser. So I’m not sure, what is the thrust of your question. 

Mr. Deutsch. Well, the thrust, I guess, is 

Mr. Nasser. If the thrust of the question is for manufacturers to 
design vehicles that would handle tread separation, I think that 
would be a losing proposition for our customers. _ 

Mr. Deutsch. Let me just refer to a memo from Donald Tandy 
of Car Engineering, which is in the packet we’ve submitted for the 
record. Mr. Tandy was a frequent expert witness for Ford, says 
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that the driver of an Explorer died when the tread separated be- 
cause the driver did not steer the vehicle in a controlled way. 

Mr. Tandy has given this testimony in numerous lawsuits. Last 
year he told the committee staff how simple it was to handle a 
tread separation at highway speeds, and we have videos of Mr. 
Tandy’s demonstrations. 

Is it still your position that the average driver is different from 
Mr. Tandy, who’s testified for Ford, and should be able to drive 
safely on the shoulder and stop a vehicle in this situation? 

Mr. Nasser. Our contention is that tread separations should be 
a very, very unlikely event; and different — different drivers will 
react in a different way. So I am not trying to predict how drivers 
will react because they will react in a very different fashion. 

Mr. Deutsch. Well, let me just repeat the question. Is it the po- 
sition of Ford Motor Company that an average driver of a Ford Ex- 
plorer ought to be able to drive safely to the shoulder and stop a 
vehicle without an incident when there’s tread separation? 

Mr. Nasser. That is true. But it also — I should say that the Ex- 
plorer doesn’t handle or behave any differently than a typical sport 
utility vehicle in that situation. 

Mr. Deutsch. So I guess I am trying to understand if that is a 
catastrophic thing that we can’t plan for, or deal with; or is it 
something that if it occurs, you ought to a be able to drive to the 
shoulder of the road and not die. 

Mr. Nasser. In most cases, you should be able to drive to the 
side of the road and based on all the data that we have, including 
the Firestone data, nine times out of ten, that does happen. 

Mr. Deutsch. Okay. And is that the case in the 203 people who 
died? There were 2,000 incidents and only 10 percent 

Mr. Nasser. Mr. Deutsch, we feel very sad about those 203 peo- 
ple. That’s why we are moving to replace 13 million tires. That’s 
exactly what we’re doing. We don’t want to be sitting here talking 
about further tragic deaths and accidents and having esoteric dis- 
cussions about the behavior of a vehicle when a tread separation 
occurs. 

Mr. Deutsch. Okay. And again I guess I am just trying to focus, 
from a consumer perspective in terms of driving a Ford Explorer. 
Is that Mr. Tandy, who my understanding is your lead expert in 
terms of the court case that is involved in this, then his testimony 
is correct or not correct? 

Mr. Nasser. I have to look at his testimony in detail. I haven’t 
done that. I am answering your question in the spirit it was asked. 

The Explorer handles in a typical fashion, as other SUVs nine 
times out of ten, based on the data Firestone provided. 

Mr. Deutsch. Let me in the final question in a deposition on 
Thomas Bogaman, Ford’s quality control officer, taken on Decem- 
ber 21st, Mr. Bogaman testified that it was his opinion that all 
Firestone Wilderness AT 15-inch tires were not, and I will quote, 
“robust against variations in inflation pressure and in operating 
condition, load and speed” close quote. If Mr. Bogaman knew that 
last December, why didn’t Ford recall the Wilderness tires at that 
time? 

Mr. Nasser. It’s Mr. Tom Baughman. He is an engineer with 
Ford, and he’s a very competent engineer. In that particular in- 
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stance, as an example, we don’t agree with his conclusion; and 
that’s not a problem for us. You know, we have a company where 
we encourage people to develop theories and knock them down and 
look at data; and if you look at the data, it isn’t supported by 
his 

Mr. Stearns. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The chairman of the Oversight and Investigations Committee, 
Mr. Greenwood, is recognized. 

Mr. Greenwood. Good morning, Mr. Nasser. I don’t envy you. 

You have a very difficult challenge on your hands to — I believed 
you and took you at your word when you sat with me and members 
of the committee 4 weeks ago and told us that you felt a strong ob- 
ligation to your consumers to protect their safety; and they think 
you’re doing that. And I think it’s obviously understandable that 
you have a obligation to your stockholders and your employees to 
do what’s right for the company at the same time. But I do want 
to get to this comparison. 

One of the questions that’s plagued us as we looked at this is 
this question of which tires one would choose to recall and which 
tires one would use to replace them, and the confusing sets of data 
that I’m sure you needed to rely on to some extent and were con- 
fronted with. 

If you compare the Firestone Wilderness AT and the Goodyear 
P235/75R15 tires, the committee’s prepared a chart that sets forth 
the percentage of tires that had belt leaving belt at each plant; and 
that chart is available to your left. So according to this chart, 
which was prepared using data supplied by Ford, the Goodyear 
Lawton plant has a very similar belt-leaving-belt percentage, as do 
the Firestone Wilson and Joliette plans. 

Can you follow that there, sir? 

Mr. Nasser. Yes. 

Mr. Greenwood. Okay. 

However, the Firestone Aiken plant has had no tires tested with 
belt leaving belt. 

So the question is, how could Ford — how did Ford decide to re- 
place Firestone tires with no tread separation from its own tests 
with a Goodyear Wrangler RTS tire that has tread separation? 

Mr. Nasser. Mr. Chairman, this was one of the toughest deci- 
sions for us, because we’re generally data driven. We look at it and 
we try and decide strictly on data; and in this case, we had to go 
a little bit further. And I’d like to just take you through the think- 
ing and the rationale behind the parameters of the tire recall, the 
13-million-tires recall; and they really fall into four categories, and 
they’re different, and that’s why I say this is complex. 

The first one is, we looked at field data and we saw the field data 
increasing, real-world data, what was going on in the field. And 
when we looked at that, it was very clear that the Wilson plant 
tires were a risk. 

In addition to that, we looked at statistical analysis, what we call 
a hazard plot, which looks at the prediction of aging of these tires 
over time. And that showed rising trends for Wilson and Joliette. 
So at this point we had Wilson because of field data, we had Wilson 
and Joliette because of field data and our statistical prediction of 
aging. 
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We then went through our lag tests where we looked at peel 
strength, wedge width and also temperature, and that showed risk 
of failure for Wilson, Joliette and also Decatur. So now we had al- 
most all the population of these tires. 

We were left with the Aiken plant. Aiken is a new plant. It’s very 
automated. Its manufacturing and quality variability is the best of 
the Firestone plants. Based on everything that we’ve seen, is it a 
world-class plant. But our customers’ confidence in all of these Wil- 
derness AT tires, we knew just wouldn’t be there. 

So when we sat back from it all, we didn’t want our customers 
to be crawling under their vehicles looking for Aiken manufac- 
turing. We didn’t want them to be sitting here a year from now, 
because we didn’t have a lot of experience on Aiken. Aiken’s a new 
plant, the tires maybe haven’t been out there long enough. 

So we made a judgment call on Aiken, and your data is probably 
right there. Aiken would fall within the category of a pretty good 
tire. 

Mr. Greenwood. Did you do a similar analysis of the Goodyear 
tires that would have shown that there are Goodyear Wrangler 
RTS tires with tread separation? 

Mr. Nasser. We did, we did — all very similar analysis on Good- 
year. But in the final analysis, all of the testing and all of the 
hypotheses doesn’t really mean anything unless you can correlate 
it to real-world data, field data. And in the case of Goodyear, we 
went back to the field and, guess what, the tires performed well 
with customers. 

Mr. Greenwood. Okay. Let me go to another question here. 

Ford has emphasized the rig test results, asserting that it could 
not fail a Goodyear tire at less than 26 pounds of air pressure, or 
anywhere from 40 to 42 percent of Firestone’s Wilderness AT tires, 
depending on the plant, failed at such lower pressures. What Ford 
didn’t tell us, however, was that several of the Goodyear tires failed 
at exactly 26 psi. 

Ford also didn’t tell us that it did not test any 16-inch Goodyear 
tires at less than 26 psi during its rig tests, yet it included the 16- 
inch test results in its various presentations to this committee. And 
even though it did test a small number of 15-inch Goodyear tires 
at low inflation pressures, without failure, almost half of those 
Goodyear tires were new tires as compared to the Firestone tires 
tested at those same pressures, 85 percent of which had been des- 
ignated by Ford as “old” because they had been used on vehicles 
for more than one summer. 

Do you really think that these tests were comparable? 

Mr. Nasser. First of all, we always go back to the field data. Sec- 
ond, we do believe those tests were comparable because we tested 
old versus old and new versus new in every case. 

Mr. Greenwood. If I can interrupt you, sir, we’re trying to make 
a separation here between the field testing and the rig testing be- 
cause you’ve presented data from both sources. 

If you look at that chart there, you see that when it came to test- 
ing the Firestone tires, 85 percent of the tires you tested were old 
tires; then you went over to do similar rig testing on the Good- 
years. Only 54 percent of those were old tires. So I am not sure 
how you call that a comparable test. 
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Mr. Nasser. We can debate the e-percentages all you like. Those 
percentages are probably meaningless, frankly, because in the end 
you have a sample size that is — statistically gives you confidence, 
and we think it does, and doesn’t represent an apples-to-apples 
comparison, and we think it does. Those percentages could 

Mr. Greenwood. In all due respect, sir, to some extent you’ve 
got old apples versus new apples, and that is significant. 

Mr. Nasser. I don’t know whether that is true or not. We tested 
old versus old and new versus new, and if you’ve got data that 
shows we came to conclusions by comparing old to new and new 
to old, please show us that data. 

Mr. Greenwood. My time has expired. 

Mr. Stearns. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The ranking member of the full committee, Mr. Dingell, from 
Michigan is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Dingell. Mr. Chairman, thank you. 

Mr. Nasser, I think these questions will be susceptible to yes or 
no answers. Does Ford tell its tire suppliers, like Firestone, what 
materials must be used to build a tire for a Ford vehicle? 

Mr. Nasser. No. 

Mr. Dingell. Does Ford specify how wide the wedge rubber be- 
tween the belts on the tires should be? 

Mr. Nasser. No. 

Mr. Dingell. What about the skim stock for the tire does Ford 
dictate that this tire compound should be of one kind or another 
to its tire suppliers. 

Mr. Nasser. No. 

Mr. Dingell. Does Ford tell its tire suppliers how many body 
plies or steel belts should be in a tire? 

Mr. Nasser. No. 

Mr. Dingell. Mr. Nasser, with regard to the Firestone ATX and 
Wilderness AT tires that have been recalled over the last year, did 
Firestone make all these decisions regarding engineering and con- 
struction of the tires? 

Mr. Nasser. Yes. 

Mr. Dingell. Mr. Nasser, why doesn’t Ford indicate in its speci- 
fications for the construction of tires? 

Mr. Nasser. Well, no other manufacturer does that. The tire 
manufacturers are the experts on producing the tire, the design 
and manufacture of the tire. And the way we specify tires, we be- 
lieve is consistent with other automotive companies; and the way 
we specify tires for Firestone is the same way we specify tires for 
Goodyear and the other companies. 

Mr. Dingell. So Ford requirements are performance specifica- 
tions, not engineering, construction standards? 

Mr. Nasser. That is right. 

Mr. Dingell. And you gave the same to all the manufacturers 
for the same vehicle; is that correct? 

Mr. Nasser. That’s true. 

Mr. Dingell. Now, Mr. Nasser, what sort of requirements does 
Ford identify in its performance specifications? 

Mr. Nasser. We look at a whole list of different specifications 
which include speed ratings and handling, wet weather conditions, 
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snow conditions and probably four or five other characteristics that 
relate to the tire and the way it relates to the vehicle. 

Mr. Dingell. So the performance specifications Ford gave Fire- 
stone for Wilderness AT tires were essentially identical to specifica- 
tions you provided to Goodyear and other manufacturers when they 
supply tires for the Explorer; is that correct? 

Mr. Nasser. Congressman, I looked at the specification sheets 
for Firestone and Goodyear recently, dating all the way back as 
many years as we could go, and they are identical. 

Mr. Dingell. I would ask unanimous consent that those be put 
in the record; and I’ll submit them to the committee, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

So both Firestone and Goodyear built these tires for Ford based 
on the same information and specifications; is that correct? 

Mr. Nasser. Yes. 

Mr. Dingell. And so even though two suppliers built tires for 
Ford Explorers based on the same performance standards, we see 
that the result was different. Firestone tires had over 1,100 tread 
separations and Goodyear tires had only two; is that right? 

Mr. Nasser. Yes. 

Mr. Dingell. And the number of tires manufactured by both of 
these was not startlingly different; they were within a few percent- 
ages of the total number of tires, of equal parts of the 

Mr. Nasser. Millions of tires on similar vehicles, and these vehi- 
cles operated in very similar geographic conditions. 

Mr. Dingell. Now, Mr. Nasser, it’s been said that Ford shifted 
from Goodyear to Firestone because Firestone would give you a bet- 
ter price. Did that change the performance specifications of the 
tires, the requirements for safety of the tire on the vehicle? 

Mr. Nasser. No, it didn’t, and 

Mr. Dingell. Should it have? 

Mr. Nasser. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Dingell. Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman yields back the balance of his time; 
and the distinguished chairman of the full Energy and Commerce 
Committee, the gentleman from Louisiana, Mr. Tauzin, is recog- 
nized. 

Chairman Tauzin. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Nasser, let me first start by frankly thanking you and Ford 
Motor Company for doing what the TREAD Act intended, and that 
is taking time and money and spending it on extensive testing, 
rather than relying upon body counts to make a decision as to 
whether a product is safe for the road. And, frankly, I hope in 30 
days to be able to express similar thanks to NHTSA. 

I am going to reserve judgment until I see how good a job they 
have done with dollars and the new authority we’ve provided under 
the TREAD Act, so I’ll wait and see. 

But having said that, let me also acknowledge that Ford has an 
absolute right to replace any part of, you know, the product line 
that you want to replace, in your opinion, for the safety of your cus- 
tomers. I think you have every right to do that; and frankly, I 
again want to applaud you for making a very expensive decision to 
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do that, because you believe it’s in the interest of your consumers’ 
safety. 

But having said that, we’re still left with a great deal of confu- 
sion as to some of the decisions you made, and why, and what im- 
plications it has for the consuming public, particularly people who 
are using the same tires on other vehicles made by other compa- 
nies. And that’s why we’re getting into these questions of how com- 
parable were these tests, and how broad your recall was, and what 
implications it has for the consuming public and for other compa- 
nies. 

You’ve heard, I think, one of the members make the point that 
this massive recall has the potential of severely rocking the sol- 
vency and the future of the Firestone company itself. It is so mas- 
sive and implies so much about confidence in the Firestone product 
that, obviously, questions arise as to why so massive a recall; and 
so I’m going to ask you a few questions about that. 

First of all, is it true that you have recalled some lines of Wilder- 
ness AT tires that Ford never even tested? 

Mr. Nasser. I don’t know whether that’s true, but I — I wouldn’t 
doubt that because we looked at a broad range of tires; and as I 
said, in the end, it became a question of what is right for our cus- 
tomers. 

Chairman Tauzin. Well, here’s our problem: You see, we’ve iden- 
tified four other lines that you’ve recalled, one a Wilderness tire, 
P215/72R15, that is not only used on the Ford Ranger, but it’s used 
on the Isuzu Rodeo and on a Mazda vehicle; and you have not — 
according to our information, you have not run any tests on those 
tires, on that line of Wilderness tires. 

You’ve also recalled a tire that is used on — another tire used on 
a Mazda on which you’ve made no tests. 

There’s a third line of Wilderness tires that is used on General 
Motors products — Suburbans, for example, and Blazers, Sierras, 
Yukons — that you have recalled and run no test. 

Mr. Nasser. Mr. Chairman, they’re different tires. 

Chairman Tauzin. They’re the tire that you recalled; the P265/ 
75R/16 has been recalled. 

Mr. Nasser. They are different tires. 

Chairman Tauzin. How — how are they different? 

Mr. Nasser. They are different tires. I can tell you that, and you 
can believe me or you can have it checked. They are different tires. 

Chairman Tauzin. Well, are the Wilderness tires used on Isuzu 
and Mazda different tires? 

Mr. Nasser. Mazda is part of the Ford Motor Company, so I’m 
not sure about that specific tire. 

Chairman Tauzin. You understand that they’re the same tire, 
and in addition, we have another one, Wilderness AT1/P265/75R15, 
that’s also used on a Mazda that you’ve recalled. 

Mr. Nasser. Mr. Chairman, we didn’t test every single tire ever 
made in the history of this world. We didn’t. We had to stop. It was 
a question of, do we keep testing, do we keep studying, do we keep 
reviewing; or do we go out there and act in the interests of our cus- 
tomers? 

And, yes, we are guilty; we decided to go out there and be nimble 
and act for our customers. I took 
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Chairman Tauzin. But you — Mr. Nasser, I have got a limited 
amount of time. 

The problem we have, sir, in understanding this recall and shed- 
ding light on it is that tire lines are being recalled, and your com- 
pany has provided our committee with no data indicating the basis 
upon which these particular lines are being recalled. 

Can you 

Mr. Nasser. Mr. Chairman 

Chairman Tauzin. If I ask you for this on the record, would you 
agree to supply to us any data you have that indicates why these 
tire lines were recalled? 

Mr. Nasser. If we have the data, we’ll supply it to you. If we 
don’t have the data, and you want us to test it, we’ll go and test 
it; but in the absence of that, we acted for the safety of our cus- 
tomers. 

Chairman Tauzin. I am not questioning your motives. 

Mr. Nasser. But I am not sure where the question is heading. 

Chairman Tauzin. The question is simply that if these tires are 
being used on other vehicles 

Mr. Nasser. They’re different tires except for the case of Mazda. 

Chairman Tauzin. Mr. Nasser, in some cases, they’re the same 
tire; and if they’re being recalled only on the Ford vehicle, but not 
on the other vehicle, what — what — how much confusion does that 
create for the consumers on the other vehicle? 

Mr. Nasser. Mr. Chairman, we are recalling the Mazda vehicles. 

Chairman Tauzin. All right. 

Second, you’re replacing some of these recalled tires with tires 
manufactured by other companies, other than Firestone, and you 
have heard some of the conversations we have had regarding this. 
We’re giving this information to NHTSA, but our investigators tell 
us that one of those tires, one of the replacement tires, has a 
claims rate of 124 per million, way in excess of the 5 per million 
that you indicated to us was the benchmark for this recall. 

How can you justify replacing a tire that fails 5 out of a million 
with one that has a claims failure rate of 124 out of a million; and 
are we going to be in another cycle of recall later on? 

Mr. Nasser. Well, we can’t justify it, and if the facts are right, 
the first time we heard about it is when we read about it in the 
newspaper this morning. Every tire that we put on the replacement 
list was looked at and reviewed by NHTSA. We wanted to see 
whether there was any indication of that data. 

There is one tire 

Chairman Tauzin. Mr. Nasser, let me stop you there. NHTSA 
will testify later today that your company did, in fact, ask if there 
was any data on these replacement tires that indicated that they 
were the subject of a safety investigation. 

Mr. Nasser. Right. 

Chairman Tauzin. NHTSA will testify they did not approve the 
replacement tire lists that you submitted, and I just want to put 
that on the record. 

Mr. Nasser. Okay, I agree with that. I didn’t say 

Chairman Tauzin. But my question is, if NHTSA determines in 
the next 30 days that some of these replacement tires that you 
have on your Web site as authorized replacement tires for the Fire- 
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stones you’re taking off do, in fact, have a safety concern or a worse 
safety record than the Firestone tire you’re taking off, what do you 
plan to do about that? 

Mr. Nasser. Mr. Chairman, we shouldn’t be waiting 30 days if 
that data is accurate; we should be acting in 30 minutes. I think 
it’s a question of determining, is the data that you have, that no 
one else seems to have, if you have it and it’s accurate, we’ll act 
on it; if it isn’t, then we’ll continue. 

Chairman Tauzin. If I can have 1 additional minute, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Mr. Stearns. Without objection. 

Chairman Tauzin. The third question is one I told you I would 
ask you on the record, and I need an answer to it. You said the 
real-world test, regardless of all these tests — and we can debate 
how accurately and comparably they were done, or how comparably 
Firestone’s test of your vehicle was done — the real-world test was 
when Goodyear tires were actually put on Fords, and they per- 
formed better than Firestone tires in the mid-90’s. 

But the evidence, the evidence you just submitted to us, was ap- 
parently a message to Gary Hagan of Goodyear in 1998, and I’ll 
read it to you. 

“Though Goodyear has previously reviewed the price level, your 
quote for 100 percent of the tire volume, which is the same as the 
current price, based on today’s 68 percent supply” — apparently you 
were using 68 percent Goodyear tires up until this point that — 
“your quote for 100 percent sole sourcing is not competitive. As 
you’re aware, we’re investigating a single-sourcing of the tire based 
on your uncompetitive price. Goodyear cannot be sourced on this 
fit.” 

The conclusion we reach is that in 1998 you switched back to 
sole-sourcing Firestones solely because of price differentials with 
Goodyear; is that correct? 

Mr. Nasser. I wish we’d stayed with the Goodyear tires, Mr. 
Chairman, in retrospect. 

But I’d have to say no, because during the same period, the an- 
swer to your direct question — if you look at the same period, that 
same year and the year following that — Goodyear’s percentage of 
Ford tires, tires used on Ford vehicles, actually went up; and it 
went up because during that period we wanted to balance tire 
sourcing between the companies. Goodyear went from 20 percent, 
22 percent of total supply to about 35 percent on an overall basis. 

Now, that doesn’t get to your specific question. 

Chairman Tauzin. Could you get to it for me? Why did Ford 
start buying Goodyear tires in 1996 and stop buying them in 1998 
for the Explorer, when you now know that Goodyear was much bet- 
ter? 

Mr. Nasser. Goodyear is much better, and the reason primarily 
was driven by — and we did it on many other components, other 
than tires, that is, to have a single design source for major compo- 
nents, because you don’t want to go engineering, validating, testing 
multiple sources. 

I would like to say, however, based on your question, that deci- 
sion was made in 1994, I believe. Between 1994 and 1997, Good- 
year reduced the price of their tires greater than Firestone reduced 
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the price of their tires; and the difference between Goodyear tire 
costs and Firestone tire costs by 1997 was 10 cents a tire, and I 
don’t think we would get down to making major sourcing decisions 
that would compromise any vehicle attribute over 10 cents. 

Chairman Tauzin. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Stearns. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Strickland is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Strickland. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Nasser, we’re not talking about a recall, are we? Isn’t this 
something other than a recall that we’re discussing here? 

Mr. Nasser. You know, that’s a good question, because in almost 
every sense this is a recall. We call it a replacement program for 
a number of reasons. 

The first reason is not all of the tires obviously have a safety de- 
fect. Second, traditionally the tire company would institute and 
manage the recall. And I think, third, we wanted to move quickly. 
We’re handling everything else from a customer viewpoint as if it 
were a recall. 

Mr. Strickland. Another question. Is it possible that the recall 
is as large and massive as it is, not only related to safety concerns 
but because as a company, you’re concerned about consumer con- 
fidence? 

Mr. Nasser. When I described the four steps that we went 
through in terms of determining the scope of the recall, the Aiken 
tires in particular — and I think one other Firestone tire — would fall 
in the realm of a world class tire. So I would classify that as a cus- 
tomer quality assurance action. 

Mr. Strickland. I asked that question based on my own experi- 
ence, because I had tires that weren’t recalled during the first re- 
call, and lots of my constituents would walk out, look at my tires 
and say, why are you driving on those tires, you should get those 
replaced; and I would explain to them that they weren’t a part of 
the initial recall. 

But I assume — and this is — this is an assumption that I am mak- 
ing, but I have assumed that from a company standpoint, you want 
to make sure that your customers have a high level of confidence 
in the product that you’re getting — that they’re getting from you. 
I direct that question to you, because there have been questions 
raised here this morning about why you’re doing this, and several 
people have said, you’ve got a right to do it, you know 

Mr. Nasser. I’ll say to you, we have no doubt about why we’re 
doing it. We’re doing it in the interest of our customers’ safety and 
peace of mind. It is as simple as that, and, you know, you hear a 
lot of reports about how difficult a decision this is and maybe there 
are other factors behind it. It’s straightforward, very straight- 
forward. That is the type of company we are. We are doing it be- 
cause we believe strongly that it’s what our customers would want 
the Ford Motor Company to do. 

Mr. Strickland. In one of your answers to Mr. Dingell, you indi- 
cated that you have a performance standard which you require of 
the manufacturers of the tires you use. There have been questions 
raised about why you went to Firestone as a sole source, and impli- 
cations raised that you did that in order to save money. But if in 
fact you have the same performance standards, it seems to me that 
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it just makes sense to go to the company that can provide a product 
for the cheapest price, if the performance standards are identical 
and have not been compromised. Is that correct? 

Mr. Nasser. It is. And I should say, you know, we’re perhaps 
painting everything in a very negative sense here. Firestone and 
Ford had a very long history, and Firestone produced incredibly 
good tires over a long, long period, and during that period when — 
in the early nineties when the sourcing decisions between Firestone 
and Goodyear were being undertaken by the company, Firestone 
ranked as the No. 1 quality tire supply. So there was no question 
at that point of Firestone’s quality and their commitment to high 
standards. 

Mr. Strickland. This action is costing Ford a great deal of 
money. 

Mr. Nasser. It is. 

Mr. Strickland. And that is a burden that’s being borne directly 
by Ford Motor Company, without any assistance from Firestone, 
the supplier of the tires. Right? 

Mr. Nasser. It wasn’t even a consideration for us as to who 
should pay this, and our primary concern was we needed to move 
quickly. And I am sure in hindsight we’ll go back and there will 
be some little bits and pieces that we didn’t do absolutely perfectly 
right, but I’d settle for that, because we wanted to move quickly 
to safeguard the safety of our customers. And we didn’t really 
waste a lot of time sitting back saying, well, I wonder who will pay 
for all of this. 

Mr. Strickland. One final quick question. Are you somewhat 
puzzled at the reaction that you’re receiving some — from some of 
us? 

Mr. Nasser. Not anymore, I’m not. 

Mr. Strickland. I yield back, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Greenwood. The Chair thanks the gentleman and recog- 
nizes for 5 minutes the gentleman, Mr. Deal. 

Mr. Deal. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Nasser, in your opening statement, you made a great deal 
about the difference between the Firestone tires’ performance and 
the Goodyear tire performance and the failure of Firestones in ex- 
cess of 1,100 versus 2 failures by Goodyear. When did that informa- 
tion first become known to Ford? 

Mr. Nasser. We started to look at that information during last 
year’s 6.5 million recall. Up to that point, even the 1183, although 
it sounds like a high number, you know, when you’re dealing with 
millions and millions of tires, it really wasn’t very evident to us. 
So it was during the investigation of last year’s recall. 

Mr. Deal. So not until 2000 did these statistics begin to attract 
any attention? 

Mr. Nasser. I’m sure they were around, both in the company 
and in the tire companies as well, but they didn’t raise the aware- 
ness to a point where it was alarming to us. 

Mr. Deal. And your statement that you have to look at field data 
as the best basis for making any decision — now, when these Fire- 
stone tires were selected, you had no field data at that time, did 
you? 
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Mr. Nasser. If you recall, one of the provisions of the TREAD 
Act that was passed last year by Congress was that field data 
would become readily available on a prompt basis so that we could 
look at it and that — it was transparent to everyone, not only to the 
tire companies. 

Mr. Deal. But you first of all had no field data when the tires 
were selected. What field data did you attempt to compile between 
the years these tires were first put in place and 2000 of last year 
when these statistics became available and knowledgeable on your 
part? 

Mr. Nasser. I don’t understand the question. I’m sorry. 

Mr. Deal. Did Ford conduct any tests or maintain any records 
of field data during the time these tires were first selected, which 
had no history, and 2000? Did you maintain any records? 

Mr. Nasser. I don’t know the specific answer to that question. 
I’ll get to you on it. 

Mr. Deal. So if the chairman’s date of 1998 is correct when you 
switched to Firestone as the sole source and dropped the Goodyear 
tires which in 2000 you learned had been performing very, very 
well, you indicated that it obviously was not on a price factor, be- 
cause Goodyear had reduced their prices greater than Firestone be- 
tween 1994 and 1997, you said. 

Mr. Nasser. Congressman, I should say that the decision to drop 
the Goodyear tires on Explorers was actually made before we fitted 
the first Goodyear tire on an Explorer. So there wasn’t any field 
data available anywhere. 

Mr. Deal. So it was — so when you say that 

Mr. Nasser. We dropped the tire before it was even sourced on 
the Explorer. We made the decision to source Goodyear, and we 
made the decision to desource Goodyear on Explorer before the first 
Goodyear tire was actually installed on an Explorer. 

Mr. Deal. So it appears to me, Mr. Nasser, you’ve made two con- 
flicting statements. On the one hand you said that you make deci- 
sions based on field data, which you now say you had none. Second, 
you said you did not make a decision based on price, since you said 
there was only a 10 cents difference. Then if you did not make it 
on field data and you did not make it on price, on what basis did 
you make the decision? 

Mr. Nasser. Oh, no. I didn’t say that at all. 

Mr. Deal. Which part did you not say? 

Mr. Nasser. Let me go back, because your question came at me 
from 10 different questions and I couldn’t handle 10 different direc- 
tions. Let me tell you exactly what we did. 

Mr. Deal. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Nasser. We were — we made a decision to source Goodyear 
tires, because there was a corporate decision to increase the level 
of Goodyear tires overall, and Goodyear went from 20-odd percent 
to 30-odd percent of our total tire sourcing. That happened. 

At the same time, we were sourcing an added plant for the Ex- 
plorer. The Explorer was produced in one plant. It was going to two 
plants. So we went out, and we asked Goodyear and Firestone for 
sourcing on that tire for that plant. Goodyear won the contract. 

Mr. Deal. On what basis? 
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Mr. Nasser. They won the — the specifications are the same, and 
there wasn’t any field data, because we didn’t have any Goodyears 
on Explorers. So the tire performance specifications were the same, 
and Goodyear and Firestone’s prices were about the same at that 
point. As a matter of fact, the initial Goodyear quote was actually 
below Firestone. 

Subsequent to that, a decision was made that we would single 
source tires on a particular vehicle, because you didn’t want to go 
through the inefficiency of duplicate engineering and testing on one 
vehicle with two different tires. If you look at most of our vehicles, 
they have got a single source of tires. We asked both Goodyear and 
Firestone to quote on getting 100 percent of the tires. Goodyear 
wanted a price increase. Firestone did not. So we sourced it to Fire- 
stone. It’s as simple as that. 

During the period when Goodyear was still supplying tires, 
which was after this decision of desourcing was made, Goodyear 
continued to reduce the cost and the price of their tire, to the point 
where in 1997 there was only 10 cents difference between a Good- 
year tire and a Firestone tire. 

Mr. Deal. But the decision to go with Firestone and drop Good- 
year as a source for the Explorer was made the following year of 
1998. 

Mr. Nasser. It was made in December 1994 for a 1998 model. 

Mr. Deal. All right, and 

Mr. Nasser. I think that clears it up. It was made in December 
1994. 

Mr. Deal. And you had field data at that time, did you not? 

Mr. Nasser. We did not. In December 1994, we did not have 
any — as far as I’m aware, we didn’t have any field data, because 
we hadn’t even fitted a Goodyear tire. 

Mr. Deal. So your best source of field data, you had none in any 
of these decisions, then? 

Mr. Nasser. It’s difficult to have field data when there are no 
tires in the field. 

Mr. Deal. So you had no field data? 

Mr. Nasser. On Goodyear. That’s right. 

Mr. Deal. What about Firestone? 

Mr. Nasser. I don’t think we had field data on Firestone then. 
I’ll get back to you on that particular question. But I’m not sure 
where you’re heading. 

Mr. Greenwood. The time of the gentleman has expired. The 
chairman recognizes for 5 minutes the gentleman, Mr. Gordon. 

Mr. Gordon. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just a quick first obser- 
vation after listening to that exchange and some of the others. 
First, Mr. Nasser, let me welcome you. I’m sure there are other 
places you would like to be. 

Mr. Nasser. Oh, I truly love it here every year. 

Mr. Gordon. After listening to these last exchanges, it seemed 
to me like the easy answer would just be to say that these last re- 
placements were really image- and market-driven, not data-driven, 
and you have a right to put whatever tire, radio or antenna on 
your automobile or vehicle that you want, as long as it is 

Mr. Nasser. That may be the easy way, but it wouldn’t be the 
truth. 
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Mr. Gordon. It wouldn’t be? 

Mr. Nasser. The truth is that it’s a mixture of data and field and 
predictive analysis and customer assurance. That’s 

Mr. Gordon. Customer assurance marketing? 

Mr. Nasser. Customer assurance is the confidence — it goes back 
to the Congressman’s question. People have lost confidence in these 
tires. 

Mr. Gordon. I would like to get on — I mean, again, I think you 
can put whatever tire you want on there. I mean, you know, it’s 
your business. Just don’t — as long as safety isn’t compromised. And 
you spend a lot of money on TV, this is just another way to do mar- 
keting, and, you know, that’s your business. 

I think a lot of the discussion that we’ve had 

Mr. Nasser. Excuse me 

Mr. Gordon. I only have 5 minutes, but I 

Mr. Nasser. You’re putting words in my mouth and that’s not 
what I said. 

Mr. Gordon. I don’t mean to. That is what I said. I think a lot 
of the problem that we have is sort of a — your basic apples and ap- 
ples or apples and orange type comparisons. And that’s why I want 
to ask you and the other witnesses two questions, and they will be 
the same questions so that we have a benchmark. 

The first is, it’s my understanding that the same Firestone tires 
used on the Ford Explorer are also used as original equipment on 
the Ford Rangers. These same tires are evidently used on two 
other popular SUVs, the Toyota 4-Runner, as well as the Jeep 
Grand Cherokee. Claims data shows that the owners of vehicles 
other than Explorers have virtually no problems with tread separa- 
tion, leading to rollovers. The question, then, is what does this sug- 
gest about the Explorer’s design or handling characteristics and 
their contribution to the problem? 

Mr. Nasser. The competitive tires that you mentioned — you 
mentioned Toyota — and what other tire? 

Mr. Gordon. The same — the Wilderness AT are designed I think 
for General Motors as well as Toyota. 

Mr. Nasser. They are different tires. 

Mr. Gordon. And the — are they different tires than are on the 
Ford Ranger? 

Mr. Nasser. No. They’re the same tires. 

Mr. Gordon. Are they the same tire as the Toyota 4-Runner and 
the same tire as the Jeep Grand Cherokee? 

Mr. Nasser. No, they are different tires. 

Mr. Gordon. How are they different? 

Mr. Nasser. The treads are different — you’d have to ask the tire 
manufacturers, but they are different tire. 

Mr. Gordon. Okay, but is it the same tire as the Ford Rangers? 

Mr. Nasser. Yes. 

Mr. Gordon. Yet you’re not having problems with Ford Rangers? 

Mr. Nasser. We’re recalling the Ford Rangers. 

Mr. Gordon. But is that — did you have the problems 

Mr. Nasser. I think the incidence level is about the same in 
terms of the tread separation. I don’t think there’s any significant 
difference, but I’d have to get back to you on that. 
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Mr. Gordon. So if they — well, let me just — so I’ll ask you this. 
If these are the same tires on the Ford Rangers, the Toyota 4-Run- 
ner and the Jeep Grand Cherokee, and they’re not having problems 
and you are having problems, is that a problem? 

Mr. Nasser. I just said that they’re not the same. 

Mr. Gordon. What, they’re not — and I 

Mr. Nasser. You want me to answer a hypothetical question? 

Mr. Gordon. If they were the same, that would be a problem, 
wouldn’t it? Would you like to address that, if they were the same, 
at a later date? 

Mr. Nasser. Absolutely. If they were the same, I’d look at it, 
yeah. 

Mr. Gordon. I’ll get to my second question. One year ago, Ford 
initiated an almost identical replacement problem in Venezuela to 
replace Firestone 

Mr. Nasser. By the way, Congressman, if I may 

Mr. Gordon. I don’t want to lose my time here. 

Mr. Nasser. The Ranger/Explorer comparison is very interesting, 
and we address it in our written statement. 

Mr. Gordon. Sir, I really don’t want to be discourteous. It’s just 
that I won’t have a chance to ask my question. If I can get that 
in, then I think you should have the full right to respond what 
you’d like and I’d like to learn more about that. 

One year ago, Ford initiated an almost identical replacement pro- 
gram in Venezuela to replace Firestone tires with other brands. 
Even though Explorers are now using other brands of tires in Ven- 
ezuela, it’s my understanding that the Explorer rollovers have con- 
tinued at a high enough rate to cause the head of the country’s con- 
sumer protection agency to suggest banning sales of Explorers. 
Why has the replacement of Firestone tires in Venezuela not 
brought an end to this problem, and will the replacement of Fire- 
stone tires on Explorers end the problem in the United States? 

Mr. Nasser. The Explorer is not suffering levels of rollover in 
Venezuela that are different than other competitive SUVs. If you 
look at the percentage of rollovers that the Explorer has in Ven- 
ezuela, it’s about 8 or 9 percent, which is Explorers’ market share 
in that market. 

Mr. Gordon. Has that changed since you changed the tires? Has 
that ratio changed? 

Mr. Nasser. I’m referring to the Goodyear tires on Explorer. If 
you go through the data — and I lived in Venezuela for 3 years, so 
I know — I know a lot about that market and the data that is in 
that market. If you go through that data and look at the statistics 
that relate to Explorer, you’ll find vehicles there that Fiestas, that 
are pick-up trucks, that are cars. You’ll find fender bender- type ac- 
cidents in there. These are not data that when you go through 
them and filter them, clearly that will show an Explorer problem 
following the replacement of the Firestone tires 

Mr. Gordon. But with your data, have you determined that 
there is a difference in the rollover situation between the Fire- 
stones and the replacement tires in Venezuela? 

Mr. Nasser. The Goodyear tires are performing much better, yes. 

Mr. Greenwood. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
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Mr. Gordon. I would like to ask permission for him to respond 
to my last question, which was asked before the time was up. 

Mr. Greenwood. Without objection. 

Mr. Gordon. Which was, will the replacement of Firestone tires 
on the Explorer end the problem in the United States? 

Mr. Nasser. Will the 

Mr. Gordon. Will the replacement of Firestone tires on the Ex- 
plorer end the problem in the United States? 

Mr. Nasser. Oh, man. I mean, last year we were very confident 
about all the data that we had, and this year we’re taking all of 
the tires off the road, so — all of the Wilderness AT tires off the 
road. And if anything, as you suggested earlier, we may have over- 
reached because of the need to instill some confidence back in the 
marketplace. So I am hoping we’ve done that. 

Mr. Greenwood. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Gordon. Thanks for your patience. 

Mr. Greenwood. Mr. Nasser, I would just like to point out to 
you from data that Ford supplied to us, a chart that reads Explorer 
and Ranger tread separation in rollover comparison 1993 through 
2001 model years, the number of claims for Ford Explorer was 299. 
The number of claims for the Ranger was apparently 3. Well, let 
me compare 1997 to 2001 in those cases. It’s 299 versus 3. So there 
does seem to be a significant number. I don’t know if that rep- 
resents the percentage of vehicles on the road, but it seems to — the 
claims rate is a 47 rates of claims per million with the Explorer 
versus only 4. There seems to be a tenfold difference between the 
Ranger and the Explorer, and I would ask unanimous consent for 
a minute of time so you might respond to that, since it seems to 
be quite different than the answer you responded to Mr. Gordon. 

Mr. Nasser. No. It is very much consistent. Ranger is having a 
problem. That is why we have recalled and replaced these tires. 
The Ranger 4x4 is the vehicle that has the tires that are also on 
the Explorer. The — and the Ranger 4x4 with the Explorer tires is 
a very small percentage of Ranger. So the sample size are small. 
And that in itself isn’t the issue. 

The other issue is that because they’re 4x4 models, they tend to 
be in the North, not in the South. And in addition to that, it has 
used — it’s used Decatur tires on the 4x4. So you’ve got a mish-mash 
of different geographies, low installation rates on the 4x4 model, 
and a different plant because of the heavy use of the 

Mr. Greenwood. I won’t — sir, I won’t question those facts as 
you’ve just laid them out. I don’t believe we need to take this any 
further than we need to, but I think you did respond to Mr. Gordon 
that the claims rates are similar 

Mr. Nasser. They are similar when you adjust to an apples-to- 
apples comparison. 

Mr. Greenwood. Well, you may have to. That may be a fairer 
answer, that when you adjust out for climate and so forth, that 
they’re similar. I don’t have data on that. 

The Chair recognizes for 5 minutes Mr. Shimkus. 

Mr. Shimkus. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. One thing that we need 
is a historical perspective, which I know we don’t have the ability 
to do, to check tires and manufacturers of vehicles in the sixties 
and the eighties. We all mourn the loss of life and wrecks and stuff. 
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In comparison to the sixties or the seventies, are we better off or 
are we worse? I would submit we’re probably better off. We’re just 
a lot more stringent with information and getting data out to the 
public, and that’s part of the frustration. 

Well, this is a very serious hearing, but for the sake of levity, I 
think most of our constituents would appreciate at least one time 
getting dealers to their knees, and because I want to apologize to 
the dealers who are sitting on the floor or kneeling, because we fi- 
nally brought dealers to their knees, and it had to be in the Com- 
merce Committee room. Usually they seem to get the upper hand 
of 

Mr. Nasser. They will come back. Don’t worry. 

Mr. Shimkus. That’s right. You in your opening statement men- 
tioned, Mr. Nasser, that the bar has been raised seeking remedies 
that are proactive and forward looking, because we’re in a new par- 
adigm of safety and looking at industry and the people you do busi- 
ness with. Mr. Dingell asked you some questions which I find very 
interesting, and talked about the standards of tires and the width, 
the skin stock, the body, the belt, and basically the response was — 
you set performance specs up for the industries to compete, and 
some of the types of performance specs were speed, handling, wet 
weather, snow. 

My question is, is — do you have a performance spec on ride, how 
smooth the ride is? 

Mr. Nasser. Yes. Yes, we do. 

Mr. Shimkus. And that brings me to my question which deals 
with a statement you made just a few minutes ago, and that’s why 
it’s sometimes beneficial to hang around and hear the questions 
and answers. For 10 cents a tire, you know, you mentioned that it’s 
worth 10 cents a tire to move forward on safety considerations — 
and my question is, what about $1.40, $1.40 a tire, which if you 
remember back to last year when we were sitting through these 
hearings, I raised the issue of the nylon caps are — and the fact on 
nylon caps help prevent tread separation. Why Mr. Dingell’s ques- 
tions were good for me, because they provided me, again, with the 
challenge between specifications and actual material, design and 
requirements to meet the specifications. 

So I would ask, based upon the information that I have, that it’s 
$1.40 per tire to provide a nylon cap, why in this new paradigm 
of the bar being lifted higher, seeking forward remedies, why not 
move from specs to some specific requirements to the people who 
are providing a major part of your product? 

Mr. Nasser. To move from tire performance to actually speci- 
fying the 

Mr. Shimkus. Well, you have a specification that says ride; why 
not have a requirement that says nylon caps? 

Mr. Nasser. Okay. You’d have to ask the tire experts specifically 
on nylon caps. It is interesting that based on what I know at least, 
nylon caps would not help tread separation to any great degree. I 
think nylon caps are mostly reserved for very high-speed driving, 
and you’ll find them on the higher speed rating tires. But you’d 
have to get the tire experts on that. 

Mr. Shimkus. But did you require nylon caps for the Explorers 
used in the Middle East and Venezuela? 
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Mr. Nasser. I don’t know whether we specified it or the tire com- 
pany specified it. But you just keep going back to the U.S. The 
Goodyear tires didn’t have nylon caps. The majority — and maybe 
even all, but I certainly know that the majority of the volume 
sports utility vehicles in the U.S. have tires without nylon caps. So 
I don’t think there is one silver bullet here, and there is a danger 
of trying to choose one solution or one improvement, without look- 
ing at the total benefit of handling and ride and stability. 

Mr. Shimkus. And, again, I understand and appreciate the re- 
sponsibility you have in providing jobs, providing a product and 
making sure it is as safe as possible, within the means of being 
able for consumers to purchase. This is just a follow-up to ques- 
tions that I had asked last year on the nylon caps. We tried to get 
it inserted into the TREAD Act. We were unsuccessful, and we may 
try again in the future. I thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Greenwood. The time of the gentleman has expired. The 
chairman recognizes for 5 minutes the gentleman, Mr. Stupak. 

Mr. Stupak. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Nasser, last Sep- 
tember when we were having the hearing, I asked the question on 
whether Ford would join with me in calling for a — and cooperating 
with a blue ribbon independent panel to perform a review of the 
AT, ATX Wilderness tires to determine the cause and proposed so- 
lutions. Is Ford still committed to its blue ribbon independent com- 
mittee? 

Mr. Nasser. Yes, we are. 

Mr. Stupak. Has Ford initiated or had any contact with NHTSA 
on trying to put together this committee? 

Mr. Nasser. I know we’re in contact with them. I don’t know 
what the status is. 

Mr. Stupak. The information that you’ve testified to about the 
1,083 separation of the Firestone tire, the field data, as you call it, 
versus 2 separations of the Goodyear tire, have you shared that 
data with Firestone? 

Mr. Nasser. Yes, that data was available, as far as I know, last 
year, similar data. So it’s 

Mr. Stupak. Everybody has it. 

Mr. Nasser. Yes. 

Mr. Stupak. Firestone had it, NHTSA has it, this committee has 
it, we all have it? 

Mr. Nasser. Uh-huh. 

Mr. Stupak. The chairman in his statement — opening statement, 
stated that — there were words to this effect, that some of the non- 
Firestone replacement tires have property and injury claims great- 
er than those nonrecalled Wilderness AT tires. I take it from the 
exchange that went on earlier, you don’t have that information? 

Mr. Nasser. We don’t, but we’re clearly, once we finish with the 
hearing, we’ll get to look at that data and see how it impacts what 
we’re doing. 

Mr. Stupak. You believe you’ll get it right after the hearing, or 
do you think you’re going to have to wait until after 30 days when 
NHTSA is done with it? 

Mr. Nasser. I think we can get the basic data pretty quickly if 
it’s available. 
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Mr. Stupak. If you do, would you share it with the rest of this 
committee? 

I’m sorry to have to put you through that 

Mr. Dingell. We’ve had a lot of talk about this information or 
data or whatever it might be. I ask unanimous consent at this time 
that that data be inserted in the record at this point. All of it. 

Mr. Greenwood. The Chair advises the gentleman that that re- 
quest will be taken under consideration. 

Mr. Dingell. I believe I 

Mr. Greenwood. If I may continue 

Mr. Dingell. I believe I’m entitled to have a 

Mr. Greenwood. Just a moment. I’ll recognize the gentleman in 
a moment. What needs to be taken into consideration is that there 
are differences between the data that — raw data that’s been pro- 
vided to us by some of the tire manufacturers and NHTSA versus 
the computations that were done by our investigative staff. 

Mr. Dingell. Mr. 

Mr. Greenwood. And it is the work product that involves these 
computations that has been referenced and we are taking into con- 
sideration whether or not it — such computations should or should 
not be entered in the record. 

Mr. Dingell. Mr. Chairman, I have made a unanimous consent 
request. I will repeat it for the benefit of the Chair. And that is 
that all of the data referred to be inserted into the record at this 
particular point so that we can all know what we’re talking about 
and so that the meaning of which has been referred to no less than 
three times this morning, we’ll be able to see what is — what is 
done. 

I would ask that in addition to that, the comments of all of the 
three major participants to these proceedings, Ford Motor, Fire- 
stone, and also NHTSA be included as soon as it can possibly be 
done. I’m entitled to have that unanimous consent request ruled 
upon or objected to. 

Mr. Deal. Mr. Chairman, based on the comments made by the 
chairman previously that some of the information was confiden- 
tially received, I would object to at this time. 

Mr. Dingell. Well, I will make 

Mr. Greenwood. The objection is heard to the gentleman’s unan- 
imous request. 

Mr. Dingell. I would request that the gentleman from Georgia 
tell us what it is he wants hidden. 

Mr. Deal. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Greenwood. I recognize the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. Deal. As the ranking member heard the chairman state ear- 
lier, some of the information was obtained in confidence. I think it 
is the responsibility of this committee to honor the confidences that 
the chairman has requested be respected. 

Mr. Dingell. Well, then I will 

Mr. Deal. It is on that basis that I make the objection. 

Mr. Dingell. Then I will make a further unanimous consent re- 
quest, and that is that the press releases and documents related 
to the story — an article which appears in Yahoo News on today’s 
date, June 19, entitled “House Queries Ford Replacement Tires,” be 
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inserted in the record. I believe this is properly a part of the 
record, so that we can all know what we’re talking about. 

Mr. Deal. Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Greenwood. Without objection. 

[The information referred to follows:] 

[Tuesday June 19, 2001 — The New York Times] 

House Queries Ford’s Replacement Tires 
By Nedra Pickier, Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ford Motor Co. may be replacing Firestone tires on its ve- 
hicles with other brands that have higher failure rates, according to an analysis by 
congressional investigators. 

The House Commerce Committee unveiled the results of its five-month inquiry 
into the safety of America’s tires at a hearing Tuesday. 

Rep. Billy Tauzin, R-La., the committee chairman, said congressional investiga- 
tors have analyzed the failure rates of replacement tires Ford is using — made by 
Michelin, Continental, Goodyear, General, BF Goodrich and Uniroyal — and found 
some fail more often than the Firestone Wilderness AT tires Ford recalled last 
month. 

“Ford is going to replace these recall tires with tires that have a worse claims his- 
tory than some of the tires that are coming off the Explorers,” Tauzin said. “For 
example, our investigators have learned that one of the tires that is going to be used 
in the replacement has a claims rate of 124 per million tires, well in excess of the 
five claims per million that Ford says is the benchmark in this recall.” 

“Are we going to be replacing worse tires for the tires that come off these cars?” 
he asked. 

Tauzin spokesman Ken Johnson also said the committee found that two addi- 
tional Firestone tire models used on Ford vehicles — the Wilderness HT and the 
FR480 — had higher rates of claims for property damage than the Wilderness AT. 

Ford does not have access to the same information because tire makers keep their 
property damage claims rates confidential. The Commerce Committee has been col- 
lecting that information from the tire makers in the past several months. 

Tauzin refused to make his data public yet, saying he wanted federal safety offi- 
cials to analyze the information first. 

“I don’t want us to be a party to releasing bad information to the American pub- 
lic,” he said. 

But Rep. Bart Stupak, D-Mich., called on Tauzin to release the data immediately, 
considering he and other Americans replaced the Firestone tires on their Ford Ex- 
plorers. 

“I want to make sure if I replaced them, I replaced them with good tires,” Stupak 
said. “I think we’re misleading the American public if we say we’re replacing them 
with worse tires, but yet we’re not getting the data.” 

Ford officials said they asked the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
about the replacement tires they planned to use and the agency did not raise any 
safety concerns. 

“We feel that the replacement tires are good tires,” said Sue Cischke, Ford’s vice 
president for environmental and safety engineering. 

Cischke said Ford was aware of a higher claim rate on the FR480, but that only 
a relatively few of those tires are still on the road. She also said Ford was aware 
of a few claims involving the Wilderness HT, but said none involved accidents. 

The Wilderness AT has been at the center of a nearly year-long debate over the 
safety of Firestone tires. Bridgestone/Firestone Inc.’s voluntary recall of 6.5 million 
tires last August included the 15-inch version of the Wilderness AT, made at its 
plant in Decatur, 111. 

The company insisted that other sizes of the tire made at other plants were safe. 
But last month Ford said it was concerned about safety and announced it would re- 
place all 13 million Wilderness ATs still on its vehicles. 

A day earlier, aware of the impending announcement, Bridgestone/Firestone 
ended its 96-year relationship with Ford. 

The Wilderness AT has been standard equipment on the Ford Explorer, the 
world’s best-selling sport utility vehicle. Many of the 203 fatal accidents among the 
thousands of crashes reported to the highway safety administration in the last year 
were rollovers of the Explorer that occurred after the tires failed. 

Ford insists the problem is the result of flawed tires, but Bridgestone/Firestone 
says the design of the Explorer also is a factor. 
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Jacques Nasser, chief executive of Ford, blamed the problem on the tires. He said 
Bridgestone/Firestone’s tests showing the Explorer as part of the problem were “un- 
reliable” and “not based on facts.” 

“The Ford Explorer is and always will be a safe vehicle,” Nasser insisted. 

John Lampe, chief executive of Bridgestone/Firestone Inc., in turn said Ford’s 
tests were “grossly unscientific and must be disregarded.” 

“We have had a growing and ultimately overwhelming conviction that tire design 
and manufacturing issues alone simply cannot account for what has been happening 
to the Explorer,” Lampe said in his prepared statement. 

Lawmakers called on NHTSA to quickly finish its investigation so people can 
know who to believe. “We have a corporate schoolyard brawl breaking out here,” 
said Rep. Edward Markey, D-Mass. “We need an independent referee.” 

In announcing its recall last month, Ford officials said they were particularly con- 
cerned with the Wilderness AT tires built at Bridgestone/Firestone’s plant in Wil- 
son, N.C. The automaker said the 15-inch version built at that plant has 19 tread 
separation claims per million tires produced and the 16-inch version has 17 claims 
per million. 

That is much lower than the 300 per million failures on some of the tires included 
in Bridgestone/Firestone’s original recall. 

About 2,000 United Auto Workers planned to drive around the Capitol and then 
rally Tuesday to show their confidence in the Explorer. 

Mr. Stupak. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Greenwood. Is the gentleman, Mr. Stupak, reclaiming his 
time? 

Mr. Stupak. Yes, I’d like to reclaim my time and get a moment 
or two further. But I’d like to expand upon the motion. I guess I’d 
ask the unanimous request, then, of the committee to do this. If it’s 
the data that is so confidential, then the thing that is not confiden- 
tial would be the manufacturer name and the brand name of the 
tire. Would the majority staff at least tell us who is the manufac- 
turer and the brand name of the title? So — I’ll do one better than 
Yahoo News, Mr. Dingell, I’ll do the Detroit Free Press — so we’re 
not getting the questions, “New Tires, New Worries.” 

Now, we have a notice out from Ford to replace our tires. I did 
mine beforehand. My father-in-law for his Expedition just got his. 
Now, he’s going down to make his replacement tires — to get them 
from Ford. 

Now, if we have a brand and a manufacturer and a brand tire 
that is defective 124 times versus 5 times, as has been claimed by 
the majority, then at least tell the American people what the tire 
is, and the brand name, my father-in-law and others are not out 
replacing their tires with possibly worse tires which have a worse 
safety record. 

So I’d ask unanimous consent that this committee at least tell us 
the manufacturer of the tire and the tire brand, and that way we 
don’t have to worry about disclosing confidential data. 

Mr. Greenwood. In response to the gentleman’s inquiry, I would 
object and state my reasons as follows. In the first place, the gen- 
tleman needs to know that the minority staff has access to all of 
the same data as the gentleman — the minority staff has access to 
all the same data from NHTSA as our staff does. The majority — 
minority staff is 

Mr. Stupak. This is not in NHTSA’s hands, from all the testi- 
mony thus far. You’re going to give it to NHTSA at the end of this 
hearing, and then we’re going to get 30 days. So can we get it as 
part of this record? I mean, if we’ve got to wait for NHTSA, that 
will be 30 days later. 
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Mr. Dingell. Mr. Chairman, I ask that under my rights as a 
member of this committee, under the rules of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, that the data compiled by the committee staff and the 
analysis of the committee staff be promptly made available to all 
members of the committee. The House rules provide that it is my 
right to have that made available to me. I ask that it be made 
available to me for 

Mr. Greenwood. Pursuant to the gentleman’s 

Mr. Dingell. I mean now, Mr. Chairman, not 

Mr. Greenwood. Pursuant to the gentleman’s 

Mr. Dingell. Not at the whim of the Chair or at some later time, 
but now. 

I have requested the data. I ask the staff to come forward and 
present it to me. 

Mr. Greenwood. Would the gentleman desist for a moment? 

Mr. Dingell. The House rules so provide. I speak as a member 
of the committee, requesting that the rules 

Mr. Greenwood. The gentleman’s request is on the record. The 
Chair will consult with the attorneys and respond promptly. 

Mr. Dingell. I don’t ask for consultation with the attorneys. I 
asked that the information be made available 

Mr. Greenwood. The Chair asks for — the Chair is asking for a 
consultation with his attorneys, and the Chair will respond to the 
gentleman’s request promptly. 

Mr. Dingell. I will read the rule to the Chair, if that will be 
helpful. 

Mr. Greenwood. The gentleman has stated the rule correctly, 
and the Chair recognizes the rule as stated. We’d ask that the gen- 
tleman politely desist for a moment. 

Mr. Dingell. I apologize to my good friend from Michigan for in- 
truding into his time. 

Mr. Greenwood. The gentleman from Michigan correctly states 
his rights under the rules of this committee and that he — the Chair 
will see to it that the staff presents to the gentleman, promptly, 
the 

Mr. Dingell. Promptly? 

Mr. Greenwood. Immediately. 

Mr. Dingell. Thank you. 

Mr. Greenwood. The Chair would also ask this of the gen- 
tleman. I believe that the gentleman from Michigan was here when 
Mr. Tauzin stated his concerns about the release of this informa- 
tion and the implications that it might have, and would simply ask 
the gentleman from Michigan to make his own decision based on 
his own judgment and what the — the concerns expressed by the full 
chairman, as to whether or not the chairman chooses to divulge 
that information. 

Mr. Dingell. Well, I would simply note that the chairman of the 
full committee has made this observation and is so quoted in the 
press. I don’t want to be a party to releasing bad information to 
the American public. However, I would note that that did appear 
on the news media already, and since we are going to let this hang 
out, I suggest it should all hang out. 

Mr. Greenwood. I am advised by staff that the gentleman — gen- 
tleman’s request will be responded to in the following fashion: The 
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material, the data submitted to the majority staff by the tire com- 
panies, will be copied promptly and submitted to the gentleman 
from Michigan as quickly as that can be mechanically done, which 
I would assume would be a matter of minutes. 

Mr. Dingell. And I am requesting that which is alluded to in 
the news article referred to by Mr. Stupak. 

Mr. Greenwood. That is the data in question. 

Mr. Dingell. Thank you. 

Mr. Stupak. Mr. Chairman, I’ll reclaim my time. 

Mr. Greenwood. Your time has long since expired. 

Mr. Stupak. I realize that, but 

Mr. Deutsch. Mr. Chairman, I ask that you grant the gentleman 
an additional 2 minutes. 

Mr. Stupak. A point of clarification, if I may. While I understand 
that the information would be released to the gentleman from 
Michigan, Mr. Dingell, I take it it would be released to all members 
of this committee? 

Mr. Greenwood. Certainly. Certainly. 

Mr. Stupak. And I also understand from the rules of this com- 
mittee and also rules of the House, that if the information is 
deemed confidential by the committee, then it cannot be released 
publicly, whether it is Yahoo News or Detroit Free Press. Is that 
the ruling of the Chair? 

Mr. Greenwood. That is my understanding of the rules, but it 
is also my understanding of the facts that no such data was re- 
leased by the committee staff. 

Mr. Stupak. So for further clarification, the information we will 
be receiving, the data if you will, is that considered confidential in- 
formation, not to be released publicly? Or — as turned over to each 
committee member, we can do — since it’s part of the record, it then 
becomes a public record and can be released? 

Mr. Greenwood. The — I am advised by counsel that there is no 
committee rule with respect to the release of confidential informa- 
tion. There are rules with respect to information that is obtained 
by subpoena. In some cases it is — requires a vote of the committee 
to release data acquired by subpoena. That does not describe the 
data in question. 

Mr. Dingell. That this data and information and papers did not 
fall into the hands of this committee pursuant to the subpoena 
process? 

Mr. Greenwood. That is correct, which is why in fact no vote is 
required. 

Mr. Stupak. And, therefore, once released to members, it can be 
released publicly as part of this record? 

Mr. Dingell. I would call on the Chair, for a prohibition against 
this being released, to please inform the gentleman from Michigan, 
Mr. Stupak, or the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Dingell, as to 
what the prohibitions are under the rules of members of this com- 
mittee of discussing this information in other places, since it has 
already been discussed by the chairman of the committee. 

Mr. Greenwood. The Chair will reiterate and hopefully summa- 
rize so we can get to the next line of inquiry. The data supplied 
to the committee by the — from the tire companies will be made 
available within minutes to the minority members. The minority 
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members have the right, of course, to release all of that informa- 
tion publicly. I have reiterated the admonition — expression of con- 
cern which this member believes is legitimate, that the use of that 
information — and would ask that the members use it responsibly, 
understanding — and hopefully before they make any decisions 
about releasing it, understanding what the data is and what the 
data is not. 

Mr. Dingell. Now, Mr. Chairman, that unanimous consent re- 
quest and my demand for information included the committee staff 
analysis of this, which I am sure the Chair agrees is property of 
the entire committee and should be available to all members, in- 
cluding minority members. 

Mr. Stearns. Mr. Dingell, does that include all my notes, too? 

Mr. Dingell. Do you have notes? I’ll tell you what. I promise to 
return your notes to you. 

Mr. Stearns. Can I get all your notes, too? 

Mr. Dingell. I haven’t got any notes on this matter, but if I gen- 
erate any, I will assure you that I will make 

Mr. Stearns. Will the Chair allow me just unanimous consent 
to speak 1 minute on the subject? 

Mr. Dingell. What I requested, Mr. Chairman, just to make it 
very clear, is the staff analysis. 

Mr. Greenwood. Yeah. I understand. 

Mr. Dingell. Staff analysis, not the notes of my dear friend from 
Florida, although I’m sure they’re probably of greater merit than 
the staff. 

Mr. Stearns. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Greenwood. The Chair reiterates that the information that 
is available to the majority members of the committee will be made 
available to the minority members of the committee, and I would 
suggest that the gentleman from Michigan and the other members 
of the minority review that material when it is provided to you, 
which, as I said, will be promptly. If you have further questions as 
to whether or not it meets your demands, I would ask you to raise 
them at that time. 

Mr. Dingell. I will do so. Just to assist the Chair and the mem- 
bers of the committee, Mr. Tauzin is quoted in the press this morn- 
ing as having said as follows: Representative Billy Tauzin, R., LA, 
the committee chairman, said congressional investigators have ana- 
lyzed the failure rates of replacement tires Ford is using, including 
using those made by Michelin, Continental, Goodyear, General, 
BFGoodrich, and Uniroyal, and found some failed more often than 
the Firestone Wilderness AT tires Ford recalled last month. 

I very specifically need that, because I am sure you can under- 
stand the importance of this information which has today fallen 
into the public domain. 

Mr. Greenwood. As the gentleman knows, if the gentleman read 
it in the newspaper, it must be so. 

The Chair recognizes 

Mr. Stearns. Mr. Dingell, the only thing — I’d make two points. 
One is that when this information is given to you, as Mr. Stupak 
and I talked earlier, that a lot of this information — you have to un- 
derstand one of the assumptions that make up this information. 
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And just to take this information and suddenly give it to the press 
without a full understanding — let me just finish. 

Mr. Dingell. I 

Mr. Stearns. So I think the chairman is saying that each mem- 
ber has a fiduciary responsibility to decide if he’s going to give it 
out, that he should know all the underlying assumptions. 

My second point is, all the analysis that our staff has done on 
this side is revealed in the questions we have. Most of these ques- 
tions provide the data, together with the charts. So the analysis 
that you’re seeing from our staff is transparent with all these 
charts that we’re bringing here. 

So I just reiterate to the distinguished member from Michigan 
that what we’re trying to do here in a bipartisan way is to make 
this information more available to the consumer so that the con- 
sumer can make a decision, and that’s — we have no intent, no 
agenda, other than trying to make the consumer feel a certain level 
of confidence that he or she understands this information. So, you 
know, I think here we have a — perhaps a misunderstanding, if you 
don’t realize that we’re trying to provide you all the analysis, either 
through our questions or our charts. 

Mr. Dingell. Well, I want to thank the gentleman for that point, 
and I want to say that I am mightily reassured. I would also like 
to observe that I had not been given a copy of this analysis before 
and, as Mr. Stupak had to, I had to read about it in the press. 

Mr. Greenwood. The gentleman from Michigan has made his re- 
quest. The Chair has ruled, and the Chair now recognizes for 5 
minutes the gentleman, Mr. Bryant 

Mr. Towns. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Greenwood. Does the ranking member of the Oversight and 
Investigations Subcommittee seek to make a — raise a parliamen- 
tary question for 

Mr. Towns. Yes. I’d like to make a unanimous consent request. 
Mr. Stupak’s time was really eaten into by other members. So if 
we can grant him 1 additional minute. 

Mr. Greenwood. Without objections, the gentleman from — the 
gentleman, Mr. Stupak, is recognized for 1 minute for purposes of 
inquiry toward the — directed toward the witness. 

Mr. Stupak. Mr. Chairman, if I may use my 1 minute, I am done 
with inquiry. We’ve got what we want. 

Mr. Greenwood. Then that is inconsistent with the gentleman’s 
unanimous request 

Mr. Stupak. But I asked unanimous consent 

Mr. Greenwood. Unanimous consent request. 

Mr. Stupak. I asked unanimous consent to keep the record 
clear — I told you I’d get back to my plaintiff trial lawyer days — and 
I ask that the record be clear that we enter in — unanimous con- 
sent, enter in the Detroit Free Press, June 19th, 2001 edition, Page 
1 and Page 6-A. 

Mr. Greenwood. Without objection. 

Mr. Stupak. Thank you. 

[The information referred to follows:] 
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[Tuesday, June 19, 2001 — Detroit Free Press] 

Committee Spokesman Says Ford Replaces Firestone Tires with Substandard 

Ones 

By Jennifer Dixon 

Ford Motor Co. has been replacing Firestone tires on its trucks and sport-utility 
vehicles with tires that, in some cases, have worse performance records, a spokes- 
man for the House Energy and Commerce Committee said Monday. 

And, while the Dearborn automaker is taking tires that have not had problems 
off its vehicles, it is leaving other poor-performing tires on some trucks, the spokes- 
man said. 

The chiefs of Ford and tire maker Bridgestone/Firestone Inc. are expected to be 
confronted with those findings, the work of committee investigators, when they tes- 
tify before two Energy and Commerce subcommittees this morning in Washington, 
D.C. 

The hearing is the second time in a year that Congress has looked at whether 
Firestone tires, Ford’s popular sport-utility vehicle, the Explorer, or the combination 
of the two are responsible for hundreds of deaths and injuries. 

Late Monday, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration announced 
that it has now linked 203 U.S. deaths — up from 174 — and more than 700 injuries 
to some of the 50 million Firestone ATX, ATX II and Wilderness AT tires that it 
has been investigating since last year. Many are on Ford vehicles. 

Last August, Firestone recalled 14.4 million 15-inch tires, many of them on the 
Explorer, prompting the first set of hearings. 

In May, Ford announced it would spend $3 billion to replace 13 million additional 
Firestone Wilderness AT tires on its vehicles. 

Ken Johnson, a spokesman for the Energy and Commerce Committee, called the 
results of the congressional investigators’ analysis of claims data troubling and puz- 
zling. 

He said they found three problems with Ford’s replacement program and the Fire- 
stone recall: 

Ford in some cases is replacing Firestone tires with brands that have worse track 
records. 

At least two other Firestone tires, the 16-inch Wilderness HT and the 15-inch 
FR480, have much higher claims rates than the ATs that are being replaced. The 
15-incb FR480 was used on the Explorer in the early- to mid-1990s, while the Wil- 
derness HTs have been used since 1995 on the F150 pickup, the nation’s best-selling 
vehicle. 

Some of the Wilderness AT tires being replaced by Ford have never had a claim 
against them, yet are being replaced by brands “that have a spotty track record.” 
Johnson said. 

“I suspect this new information will generate a lot of interest among our mem- 
bers,” Johnson said. “It’s common sense: You don’t replace a tire with another tire 
that has a worse track record.” 

Ken Zino, a spokesman for Ford, said the company tested replacement tires from 
other companies in the lab and on the road. He said NHTSA looked over its list 
of replacement tires and had no issue with those tires. 

“We are as confident as anybody can be that this a good set of replacement tires,” 
Zino said. 

He said there are few FR480s left on the road, and that there have been only a 
handful of claims against the HT. 

Jill Bratina, a spokeswoman for Nashville-based Bridgestone/Firestone, said the 
tires that Ford is replacing come from a “universe of tires performing at world-class 
levels.” 

She also pointed the finger, once again, at the Explorer. 

“You can take every Firestone tire off the Explorer, and the rollovers will con- 
tinue. We believe that there are serious safety concerns with the Explorer and you 
can’t look at the tire in isolation.” 

In addition to quizzing Ford on its replacement program, committee members are 
expected to ask why it has taken NHTSA more than a year to conduct its analysis 
of Firestone tires. 

An aide to a Republican member of the Energy and Commerce Committee said 
lawmakers would be asking “where is NHTSA” during today’s hearings. 

“Here we are, 12 months out, and we still don’t know definitively that it’s a tire 
problem,” the aide said, speaking on condition of anonymity. “Where is that inves- 
tigation?” 
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Tim Hurd, a NHTSA spokesman, said the investigation is continuing. Such inves- 
tigations typically take a year to 18 months. 

Perhaps in anticipation of congressional scrutiny, the White House announced 
Monday that President George W. Bush will nominate a North Carolina doctor who 
specializes in emergency medicine to lead the safety agency. NHTSA has been with- 
out an administrator since January. 

Jeffrey Runge is assistant chairman of the department of emergency medicine at 
the Carolinas Medical Center in Charlotte and is an expert in motor vehicle injury 
care and prevention, according to the White House. 

In a show of support for the vehicle that has been the best-selling sport-utility 
since its introduction in 1990, hundreds of Explorers driven by UAW members, 
rolled into Washington, D.C., on Monday. 

Thousands of UAW members from Ford plants around the country are to receive 
up to eight hours a day in pay from Ford to rally behind the vehicle that has con- 
tributed more than any other Ford car or truck to their profit-sharing checks. 

“We want to demonstrate to Congress and the public that we do build and assem- 
ble quality, safe vehicles,” said UAW Vice President Ron Gettelfinger. “There are 
millions of miles of real world history to prove that fact.” 

Today, they are expected to drive in a convoy of 800 Explorers, with police escort, 
around the National Mall. They also plan to rally at a park near the Senate office 
buildings at 11:30 a.m. 

Staff writer Ruby Bailey and Craig Linder of 
States News Service contributed to this report. 

Mr. Greenwood. The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Bry- 
ant, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Bryant. I thank the Chair, and I thank the witness for his 
patience with us, as all witnesses have to endure, it seems. And I 
think back, as I prepared for this hearing over the last weekend 
and the meeting with constituents, Ford dealers in my district, two 
of which are in Washington today, I think driving around the Cap- 
itol as I understand from reading the newspaper perhaps, but also 
in Tennessee we have the headquarters for Firestone as well as a 
number of Firestone distributors, dealers that sell the tires. 

So, like I suppose everyone on this committee, we have interests 
on both sides, constituents that are directly involved, whether they 
are Firestone or Ford. And ultimately the reason we’re all here and 
the reason we’re not leaving this to the lawsuits and the many 
courts that will be involved in this at some future date, and that 
we’re not leaving it solely to NF1TSA, the regulators whose job it 
is to do these things, the reason we’re not in this congressional 
committee leaving it to those groups now, is that we’re trying to 
move quickly and determine what safety concerns there are out 
there, make sure that folks in NHTSA are doing their job, but 
mainly trying to protect the consumers’ interests, I guess, is the 
bottom line. 

And after our first hearing last September, I was here and heard 
different people testify on behalf of Ford and Firestone and 
NHTSA. We thought maybe this process was moving along toward 
cooperation and repairing this problem. I know there was a prob- 
lem in the Firestone — I think it was the Decatur, Illinois plant — 
and there was a recall of those tires, and we assumed it was rec- 
tified and the American consumers were safe again. 

And then we get into a situation where we start reading about 
finger pointing, and it — from an outsider’s view, it doesn’t appear 
that there’s very much cooperation between Firestone and Ford. 
And every day it seems there’s a different story, accusations being 
swapped and expert witnesses and statistics and so forth, charges 
being made. 
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And I’m just wondering, Mr. Nasser — I know specifically you said 
that you pledged to this Congress to cooperate and — with Fire- 
stone — help get to the bottom of this. And I just wonder, as I hear 
from Firestone people, that perhaps that was not — they couldn’t get 
the information they needed from Ford. You told Mr. Stupak ear- 
lier that you had shared information with Firestone since that 
hearing. Where — very quickly, I guess, because I have a couple of 
other questions — where are we on that cooperation, or have we just 
all backed away and hired lawyers and hunkered down? 

Mr. Nasser. I think that is a good question, and obviously if 
you — to read the press, you would believe that we are in a bitter 
feud. I don’t think that’s the case at all. We have a viewpoint about 
our customers, and we’re trying to protect their safety. And I think 
Firestone would basically agree with that. They have a different 
viewpoint, and I think they’re entitled to it. 

We have had very good cooperation with Firestone since the last 
time we met. I think there have been something like 48 different 
meetings and interactions between the Ford tire team and tech- 
nical people and scientists and the Firestone people. And there 
have been an incredible — millions and millions of pages of docu- 
ments, that have verified the testing and the lab work and the rig 
testing and the field data between the two companies at a very 
high level in the company. 

In addition to that, we set up a Web site where we basically de- 
posit all of the data that we have. And it was interesting, before 
I came along here I said, I wonder how many times the Firestone 
company people have accessed that Web site, and they have 
accessed it over 40,000 times. So I would say the face-to-face inter- 
action with Firestone has been great in terms of data exchange, 
and the signer interaction obviously has been very active as well. 
It is an emotional issue when you’re dealing with customer safety. 
So we understand the emotion and passion around it. 

Mr. Bryant. And I appreciate your answer. You know, it is a 
shame that such a longstanding relationship of probably a hundred 
years is in jeopardy, and maybe well beyond that at this point. But, 
again, I know both companies are vitally — as you say, vitally inter- 
ested in the consumers’ safety. And I — I was struck as I moved 
about the district talking to my two dealers this weekend, at dif- 
ferent ends of the district, with the chart that you’ve used that 
shows Firestone having 1,183 separations and Goodyear 2. And 
coming from a practice of law — and when I’ve used charts and put 
together information, you always have to look at the underlying 
data. And I bring that up not to question anyone’s ethics or hon- 
esty in this, but I see another chart that conflicts with — I guess 
just really the backup chart to that in terms of the climate and 
where these Explorers were sent in relation to hot States. And I 
see Ford’s as this, and I see one from Firestone that shows sub- 
stantially different numbers that supposedly are based on informa- 
tion from Ford. 

And now I just wonder, as we look at the first chart again, the 
underlying data, is that — is that really a reliable picture? 

Now, we’ve talked today about context and things of this nature. 
I think back to the hearing, and we had, you know, — of the Decatur 
tires in there, the situation that Firestone has rectified, and that 
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is not really at issue here — you know, or the B grade tires versus 
the C grade tires issue, has that taken into consideration appar- 
ently the fact that apparently Goodyear has supplied B grade and 
Firestone C grade at the request of Ford? The climate issue, where 
more of the Firestone tires in the southern hot areas — which we all 
understand is very important in this issue — than the Goodyear 
tires on the Explorers? Because, again, there are different charts 
here, the recommendation I recall back from the last hearing that 
Ford seemed to make that — on psi inflation to the tire that was 
lower than what Firestone recommended for their tire and the tire 
safety, and these issues — well, I guess my bottom line on this — and 
I have some other questions I could ask. You can use statistics and 
experts — you know, I’ve seen it used in courts. And one says the 
sky is falling. The other says it is not. 

In the end, what we’re trying to do in this hearing is protect the 
American consumer. It seems to me it would be in the interest of 
both companies to come together — you’re going to end up together 
in a courtroom, against some other folks, probably, that were in- 
jured in this — these — or the heirs of people that were killed in 
some of these accidents. So it seems to be in your interest to come 
together and work to get to the bottom of this so that we can be 
safe and confident that if we’re driving Explorers around with Fire- 
stone tires, we’re going to be safe and in other vehicles with those 
tires and other SUVs. 

And I would just encourage you to do that, and I’m going to ask 
the same thing from Mr. Lampe when he comes in next. And I 
probably know him a little better than I know you, and I feel con- 
fident that he will do that, and Firestone has that interest, too. So 
I would ask that, and since I am being gaveled now, I will yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Thank you. 

Mr. Greenwood. Thank you. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Doyle, for 5 minutes for 
inquiry. 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Nasser, welcome. 

Mr. Nasser. Thank you. 

Mr. Doyle. I’m a new member to the committee, so I wasn’t here 
last year when you appeared, but it’s my understanding that back 
then, that obviously it’s a fair statement to say that contrary to 
some of these statements last year at the committee hearing, that 
Firestone and Ford can’t seem to agree on what the root causes of 
the tire problem is. That’s — you don’t agree with that? You don’t 
agree on what, or — or you haven’t been able to agree on what the 
root causes of this tire problem is? 

Mr. Nasser. I would say generally that’s an accurate statement. 

Mr. Doyle. Now, it’s my understanding that last year, it was 
suggested that an outside consultant take a look at this, and it’s 
my understanding that Firestone did hire an outside consultant to 
study the problem and that your study was done in-house. Is that 
correct? 

Mr. Nasser. We did a study in-house, but also cooperated with 
the — are you talking about the Govindjee study 

Mr. Doyle. Yes 

Mr. Nasser, [continuing] that Firestone undertook? 
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Mr. Doyle. Yes. 

Mr. Nasser. Yes, but there was cooperation between us on that 
study as well. 

Mr. Doyle. I see. But you also did a study and yours was done 
in-house? 

Mr. Nasser. Yes. 

Mr. Doyle. But I did hear you say to Mr. Stupak that you’re not 
opposed to this idea of an outside independent group studying this 
problem; a blue ribbon panel, as Mr. Stupak referred to it? 

Mr. Nasser. Our preference, obviously — and this is what we said 
last time and this is what we concluded with Firestone in October 
of last year — is that we provide all the data to NHTSA, who are 
in the best position, we believe, and I think the committee believes, 
based on what I’ve heard earlier in the opening comments, to be 
able to make an independent review of all the data of the tires and 
of the vehicles and comparable peer SUVs. 

Mr. Doyle. So then you’d agree — I mean, the Congress and — or 
the American public is not going to be able to resolve your dispute 
here. I mean, some of us up here have the expertise to ask some 
questions and we know that statistics can be manipulated to either 
person’s benefit. But we’re not engineers up here. I guess that, you 
know, a lot of people back in my district and across America are 
wondering who’s going to give them the definitive answer as to 
what the cause of this tire failure is, so that they can have con- 
fidence when they go out to buy an automobile or a tire and 

Mr. Nasser. We agree with the American public. That’s why we 
stopped debating and we stopped talking and we stopped discus- 
sions and we acted. And that’s what the 13 million Firestone tire 
replacement plan is all about. 

Because we are sick and tired of debating and fighting on this 
issue. Our customers want it resolved and they want those tires off 
the road. And that’s what we’re doing. So I agree with you. You’re 
absolutely right; let’s stop this discussion and debating and anal- 
ysis and finger-pointing, if that’s what you want to call it, and act 
for the benefit of our customers. And that’s what we did. 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you. Can you describe the difference for the 
committee — I am just — the difference in usage and engineering be- 
tween Ford Explorers and Ford Rangers? 

Mr. Nasser. Well one is a pick-up truck, and obviously it has dif- 
ferent use than a sport utility vehicle which tends to be more of 
a passenger-type vehicle. 

Mr. Doyle. Now, do tire companies manufacture tires to dif- 
ferent standards for SUVs and trucks or are they the same? 

Mr. Nasser. In some cases they’re the same. In some cases 
they’re different. If where you are going is should we be using the 
same tire on a sport utility vehicle and a pick-up truck, in actual 
fact the specifications are adequate for both, and it’s not uncommon 
in the industry to have a similar performance tire across different 
derivative fronts. 

Mr. Doyle. So it wouldn’t have been uncommon to have the Fire- 
stone tire on the Ranger and on the Explorer? 

Mr. Nasser. It’s been that way for a long time. 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you very much. I yield back my time, Mr. 
Chairman. 
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Mr. Greenwood. Gentleman yields back the time. The Chair rec- 
ognizes for 5 minutes for inquiry the gentleman, Mr. Terry. 

Mr. Terry. Thank you. I appreciate that opportunity. 

Sir, if you could help me just kind of get down to the lowest com- 
mon denominator here, I read through inches of material, and if 
you could help me in defining if defect — because we have heard tes- 
timony about tire pressure, load, heat variances, but specifically — 
and we’ve also heard a variety of testing, field testing that shows 
something is wrong, shows the belt is coming apart. 

Now you have done a variety of advance testing, more field test- 
ing under controlled circumstances, laboratory testings. In a lay- 
man’s way that we as laymen can understand, what has Ford de- 
termined to be the specific defect or defects of these Firestone 
tires? 

Mr. Nasser. You can’t summarize it with one defect, unfortu- 
nately. 

Mr. Terry. It’s multiple. 

Mr. Nasser. It is very complicated and it varies, and it isn’t only 
tire design and temperature and wedge strength and peel strength 
but it’s also variability in the design process, because it seems as 
if the design changed over a period of time and variability within 
the manufacturing process of the Firestone plants. 

Mr. Terry. That’s interesting, because I was going to ask you to 
break it down into whether or not these defects that you found 
were part of design or manufacturing, and you’re saying it’s com- 
bination of both. Could you be specific about what type of design 
defects have been found by Ford that they believe lead to this prob- 
lem and the manufacturing process as well? 

Mr. Nasser. Well, it’s difficult to be specific because it varied de- 
pending on the period of tire manufacturer. It really did vary year 
by year. In addition to that, what is very unusual is that when you 
look at the Firestone tire performance by plant, by Firestone plant, 
it varies dramatically. Which further indicates that the vehicle 
itself, the Explorer, is the same vehicle; yet there is tremendous 
variability depending on where the tire comes in from, and we 
know the Explorer is a superb vehicle and a very intelligent vehi- 
cle, but I don’t think it can sit back and say this is a Decatur tire, 
I don’t want to behave now; this is an Aiken tire, I will behave 
now. So there’s just so much variability between plant and design 
and, we think, manufacturing process. 

Mr. Terry. Well, I guess that’s what’s at the heart of trying to 
figure out the scope of the recall, for want of a better word. 

Mr. Nasser. Which is one of the reasons we, in the end, said, 
look, we can continue to study this for many, many more months 
and face the situation of increasing tragedy on the roads, or we can 
act now in the interests and the safety of our customers. And we 
decided to act. It wasn’t an easy decision, yet it was easy once we 
really got down to the priority of protecting our customer. 

Mr. Terry. Thank you. I’ll yield back. I yield to you, Mr. Bryant. 

Mr. Greenwood. The gentleman yields time to Mr. Bryant. 

Mr. Bryant. Yes, Mr. Nasser, while you were mentioning that, 
it reminded me of a question I had in terms of what is being done 
to improve the tires. As I understand, the year 2001 Explorer is 
also being redesigned to some extent. Particularly, would you share 
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with this committee those redesigns, those improvements to safety 
as they pertain to the stability of the vehicle? 

Mr. Nasser. Well, it’s a 2002 Explore, and many of the gentle- 
men in the room today drove them for hundreds of miles across the 
country to be here with us this morning. We did take the oppor- 
tunity to redesign the Explorer. It’s a superb vehicle, the 2002 
model. But it’s got big shoes to fill because the Explorer — the pre- 
vious Explorer had been around for 10-years, over 10 years, and it 
had one of the best safety records anywhere in the world for a sport 
utility vehicle. It was the top selling sport utility vehicle in the 
U.S.A., the top selling sport utility vehicle in the world. 

But you get to a point after 10 years where you do need to take 
the opportunity to upgrade it substantially, and we did, and we up- 
graded it primarily to make the interior more efficient because we 
wanted to go to three-row seating and seven-passenger seating 
with the Explorer. We went to an independent rear suspension in 
the rear so that we could get better ride, but primarily to get better 
space sufficiency in the rear. And, you know, things have moved on 
over the years, and we’ve taken the opportunity to upgrade it in 
almost every respect. 

Mr. Greenwood. Time of the gentleman has expired. The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. Markey, for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. Markey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, very much. I’ll begin by 
saying that while I know that there’s still a dispute as to whether 
or not the minority, the Democrats, are going to receive access to 
the analysis that’s been done by the majority as to these additional 
tires that may be endangering the American public, that the con- 
tention that is being made is that the information is still incom- 
plete, and as a result can’t be shared with us. But if the informa- 
tion is incomplete, then it shouldn’t be used to scare the American 
public either. I think that at a point at which you had completed 
your analysis, you should have presented it both to us and to the 
American public, but to not use incomplete data. 

Mr. Greenwood. If the gentleman will yield, it has not been the 
statement of the majority, of this Chair, or any other Members that 
the data is incomplete. 

Mr. Markey. If the data is not incomplete, then we should re- 
ceive the analysis. If the analysis is incomplete, then it should not 
be commented upon until it is complete. You can’t have it both 
ways, and releasing it partially in terms of results that you think 
may ultimately be proven to be true in a way that scares the public 
but also damages companies and then say that it cannot, that same 
information cannot be given to the minority, to the Democrats, that 
so we can analyze it as well. 

I thought we did a good job last year actually working together. 
In fact, the TREAD Act does include two amendments which I was 
successful in having the committee adopt. One was to have NHTSA 
establish a dynamic rollover consumer information program so that 
consumers were better informed about the likelihood of certain ve- 
hicles to roll over in particular situations, and NHTSA hopefully is 
in the midst of a very rapid rulemaking on that issue so that the 
public can get the information. 
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And second, I authored an amendment which requires NHTSA to 
develop an early warning system in vehicles to alert drivers when 
their tires are significantly underinflated, again more information 
for consumers so they can protect their own family. I hope that 
they’re moving as well, NHTSA, rapidly toward putting those rules 
in place. 

Mr. Nasser I’d like to discuss with you a little about the design 
and development of the Ford Explorer. Most vehicles are designed 
with something called understeer. Understeer means that your 
wheels turn less than how far you turn your steering wheel in the 
car. This is designed for stability reasons. 

Firestone’s outside expert found that the opposite phenomenon, 
oversteer, happens to a greater degree than on other similar vehi- 
cles when one of the tires detreads. In other words, Firestone says 
that a driver of a Ford Explorer is at greater risk because the car 
will oversteer, the wheels will turn further than the operator turns 
the steering wheel. This creates obvious instability and increases 
the likelihood of Explorer rollovers. 

Second, Firestone alleges Ford cut safety corners on their tires 
by reducing recommended tire pressure for the Explorer. 

And third, Firestone notes that one of the key factors in tire safe- 
ty and design is the anticipated load placed on those tires. Fire- 
stone notes in its testimony that over time, Ford actually increased 
the weight of the Ford Explorer. 

I’ll quote from Firestone: In fact, through 1996, Ford continually 
added weight to the Explorer. In 1990 the 4x4 4000 Explorer in- 
creased from about 5,000 pounds to nearly 5,400 pounds in 1993 
to well over 600 pounds in 1996. It is no surprise that a significant 
majority of claims that Firestone has received is on the heavier Ex- 
plorers, unquote. 

That’s from Firestone. Did you ask for redesign of these tires 
when you increased the Explorer’s weight? So if you could deal 
with those issues, the oversteer issue, the question of design, and 
also the question on the load placed upon the tires? 

Mr. Nasser. We have looked at the study that Firestone commis- 
sioned on the handling of sport utility vehicles and we think that 
study is seriously flawed. We do not agree with it, and we think 
the sample for the testing was inadequate to draw any meaningful 
conclusions at all. They used 3 vehicles compared to 15 that we 
used. They tested a limited number of models. They only tested on 
one road surface. They did not test under actual event of tread sep- 
aration. And the data is inconsistent with real world data. 

We then looked at the criteria that they used. By the way — 
understeer, oversteer — in the end, you want a vehicle that’s respon- 
sive and the Explorer is a very responsive vehicle. But we used the 
criteria that Firestone used in terms of vehicle handling, and we 
looked at 19 other vehicles. Twelve of the 19 vehicles would fall 
outside of the criteria that they established as a good handling ve- 
hicle. And the interesting thing is the more modern vehicles, the 
vehicles such as the new — they tested the old Chevy Blazer. You 
test the new Chevy Trailblazer, interestingly enough, it’s very close 
to the old Explorer in terms of understeer or oversteer. So the bot- 
tom line is, from a handling viewpoint, Explorer performs ex- 
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tremely well and we think well balanced to not only handling but 
for accident avoidance. 

Mr. Greenwood. Time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Markey. He did not answer my question. 

Mr. Nasser. I’ll answer. 

Mr. Markey. Did you ask for a redesign of the tire when you in- 
creased the load inside of the Explorer that the tire had to carry? 
Did you ask Firestone to redesign the tire? 

Mr. Greenwood. Would the gentleman request a unanimous 
consent for an additional 30 seconds? 

Mr. Markey. I ask unanimous consent for an additional 30 sec- 
onds. 

Mr. Nasser. It is insignificant, all that you’re looking at that 
there 

Mr. Markey. You’re saying the load increase was insignificant? 

Mr. Nasser. The vehicle weight of the Explorer increase was in- 
significant. The data that you’re looking at there is not apples to 
apples. What they did, if you go back and look at the Explorer, 
there are optional — there was optional equipment on the Explorer 
that was made standard. That optional equipment was heavily 
marked as options by our customers. So there wasn’t a very large 
increase in weight at all insignificant. 

Mr. Markey. Five thousand pounds to 5,600 pounds is more than 
a 10 percent increase in the weight of the vehicle. 

Mr. Nasser. That does not take into account optional equipment. 
The 5,000 pounds on the 5,600 hundred pounds is standard equip- 
ment. If you add a typically equipped vehicle the difference is very 
small. We can share that data with you. 

Mr. Greenwood. Chair recognizes the gentleman from Michigan, 
Mr. Upton. 

Mr. Upton. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am sorry I’m a little 
late. I caught a red-eye back from the other side of the country to 
come back this morning. And as you know, I was an author, I was 
the author of the TREAD Act, an act that looked at the many prob- 
lems over the last couple of years, particularly as it related to the 
Firestone recall last year. 

And I have a little story to relate. Part of it is from my Chair- 
man, Billy Tauzin, who tells the tale that because of the hearings 
that we had last fall, a dear colleague of ours, Jack Field’s wife, 
checked her tires and in fact there was a problem. She wouldn’t 
have known about the situation unless she had checked. 

My daughter’s a Girl Scout. She just came back from a trip a 
couple of weeks ago caving, and we stopped at the house next door 
to — a neighbor’s house, who was one of the Girl Scout leaders, and 
I saw he drives an Explorer, and I saw a pile of tires in his garage. 
These tires were not recalled, but they should have been, could 
have been; because in fact when you press down on this one, when 
they took them into the local gas station for inspection and wanted 
them rotated, thank goodness the mechanic said — and I think it’s 
right here — press down on them, you can see that they’re about 
ready to separate. These tires were never on the recall list, but 
thank God he checked them out. And the mechanic said, I think 
you ought to replace them, and he did. 
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That to me underscores your statement a little bit earlier that 
I heard about increasing — Ford not wanting to increase the tragedy 
or act, we would have seen with some of these Firestone tires on 
behalf of the consumer, your customer. And in all of the discussions 
we’ve had over the last couple of weeks, I believe that very strong- 
ly; that you in fact did realize that there were more tires on the 
road that should have been replaced, going far beyond what the re- 
call did this last year. These tires might have taken the life of my 
daughter, might have taken the life of our colleague, Mr. Fields. 

Thank goodness the work of this committee and the TREAD Act 
were able to expose a number of the flaws so that in fact we could 
take those tires away from folks who might have had a real trag- 
edy in their home. And I want to thank you for Ford’s action on 
replacing those. 

This morning getting on the plane in Denver and coming back, 
I saw the story in USA Today. This afternoon I read the Post story 
about the Explorer probe, but considered some headline accident 
data under review, official to say. When did you find out about 
these charges that came out in the press today? 

Mr. Nasser. Congressman, the charges relating to the tires 
or 

Mr. Upton. The charges that in fact you were replacing tires 
with greater flaws than the one you had been — were on the tires 
themselves. Were you aware of this before today’s hearing? 

Mr. Nasser. We were not, and there’s been considerable discus- 
sion on that. 

Mr. Upton. I’m sorry that I missed that because I literally just 
got off the plane and drove in from Dulles. 

Mr. Nasser. Mr. Chairman, I think I’ll leave it to you 

Mr. Upton. Is there going to be ample time for you to be able 
to respond to that? 

Mr. Nasser. Yes. Where we came out, Congressman, is that if 
that data is true, then we’d like to see it. And Chairman Tauzin 
said let’s have 30 days to look at this. I said let’s take 30 minutes, 
let’s look at it, and if it’s real we’ll — we’ll change the — the recall 
tires that we’ve got out there; and if it isn’t, then let’s not scare 
the American public. It’s as simple as that. 

Mr. Upton. You know, this last weekend in Michigan, I chatted 
with all of my Ford dealers in West Michigan that I represent, and 
they felt that Ford was doing the right thing. They felt that the 
customers themselves coming in, they thought that there were ade- 
quate material that was being presented. There wasn’t a panic like 
perhaps there had been before, and we had worked with a number 
of my constituents who are very fearful about driving on the tires 
that were being recalled last year. But I want to compliment you 
on what you have done and the challenges that you’re undertaking. 

I see my time has expired, so I would yield back. Thank you. 

Mr. Greenwood. Time of the gentleman has expired. The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Sawyer, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Nasser, the good part about this means you’re close to the 
end. I want to touch on three points that are really more prospec- 
tive than retrospective. It goes to the question of how we deal with 
this sort of problem in the future. 



81 


I agree with you when you say on page 13 of your statement that 
we, Ford, will not accept that a tread separation is a normal fore- 
seeable event that manufacturers must accommodate through vehi- 
cle design, as asserted by Firestone. I agree with that. But I’m sure 
you would agree with me that there are many different causes of 
tire failure, some of which have nothing to do with design but have 
to do with road damage and abuse of various kinds. I am really 
concerned about unrealistic expectations of performance, not only 
for tires but for vehicles, anything that can be abused in a practical 
road situation. So when Ford went to NHTSA earlier in the year 
and in its presentation in March asserted, I quote, Explorers have 
a margin of safety, as designed, to accommodate to a reasonable 
level component failures including tread separation, I want to ask 
you what is a reasonable level? 

Mr. Nasser. If you look at the market situation, real world field 
data, in 90 percent of examples, Explorers and other SUVs are very 
manageable with a tread separation incident, and in 10 percent 
they are not. And every one of those incidents is tragic, but that’s 
the way it is. A tread separation is a catastrophic event and it is 
virtually impossible to design a vehicle around such a catastrophic 
event. 

Mr. Sawyer. There are many different circumstances involving 
tire failure, however. As Goodyear, as you asserted in your testi- 
mony, wrote: While tire — tread separation is a rare occurrence for 
tires, everyone needs to understand that it is a condition that can 
occur through misuse, abuse, overloading, severe underinflation, 
accidental road hazard, and so forth. 

Is that not a reasonable assumption — and I am trying to get at — 
here’s what I’m trying to get at. We are going to ask NHTSA to 
put some standards on what we see as appropriate levels of con- 
cern that are raised by real world data. And you talk about what 
is a reasonable level that a vehicle and a tire together ought to be 
designed to in order to deal with component failures, including 
tread separation. 

And I’m trying to get at a — at a very basic question; and that is, 
how do we measure that? 

Mr. Nasser. I don’t think we know at this point. And as I recall, 
NHTSA had until June of next year to work with the industry to 
develop these tire standards, and I think it will take that long to 
do it. It’s complex and it’s important. 

Mr. Sawyer. I couldn’t agree with you more, particularly at a 
time when we are seeing tire production techniques change, not 
only in this country but European manufacturers as well. I think 
we can probably foresee a time when much, much shorter produc- 
tion runs and much more careful tailoring of a tire to a vehicle will 
be the case. That will reduce the base on which failure rates will 
be calculated. Do you believe that that ought to be taken into ac- 
count, where instead of talking about a million tire runs, we’re 
talking about 25,000 tire runs? 

Mr. Nasser. You’d have to ask a tire expert on that. I don’t think 
so actually, when you look at some of the new manufacturing facili- 
ties — and we talked about Firestone’s Aiken plant. That’s a high- 
volume plant and it’s able to produce what seems to be at this 
point at least very good tires. 
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Mr. Sawyer. In our last hearing — this is the final point, and 
then I just have a request to make of you — you talked about Ford’s 
commitment to doing early warning. What I was talking about a 
moment ago is statistical early warning. It seemed to me that you 
were talking about direct pressure measurement early warning 
systems within the vehicle. It seems to me that some of your com- 
petitors are talking about using ABS-derived sensory information. 
That’s secondary. I would hope that you could share information 
with this committee about what direction we ought to urge NHTSA 
to go. 

Mr. Nasser. We will share that direction and specification. More 
than that, we’re absolutely moving on it. We’re incorporating infla- 
tion gauges in our vehicles, almost as we speak, and we’ll lay out 
the plans that we’ve got in terms of the other technology that’s 
coming into vehicles across the board. 

Mr. Greenwood. Time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Sawyer. Could I make one request? 

Mr. Greenwood. Does the gentleman have a unanimous consent 
request? 

Mr. Sawyer. I would have a unanimous consent request. It — this 
is almost personal. It is personal. I have been driving your Mus- 
tang for the last 15 years and I have really enjoyed your vehicles. 
Could you get somebody in your company to tell me why, from my 
last Mustang 2 years ago, asking for the same car, my lease price 
went up 30 percent? 

Thank you. Yield back, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Greenwood. The Chair notes that the — it will now recognize 
the chairman of the full committee for a second round of ques- 
tioning for this witness. Chair notes that under the rules of the 
committee, each member is thus entitled to a second round of ques- 
tioning. No member is obligated to take a second round of ques- 
tioning. I recognize the chairman for 5 minutes. 

Chairman Tauzin. I thank the Chair. 

Mr. Nasser, let me get back to the question of replacement tires 
because it continues to plague us. Let me first put on the record 
that our committee requested by letter information from other tire 
manufacturers regarding claims data on their tires so that when 
we might do a comparative analysis — and copies of that letter 
was — those letters were sent to the minority. We also informed the 
minority that data had been received and it’s available upon re- 
quest. My information is it’s been shared with the minority since 
that request. And so that information, the raw data we received, 
is available. NHTSA hasn’t analyzed some of their claims data and 
forwarded it to us, which is available publicly, and that indicated 
there were some tires that were going to be used in the replace- 
ment program that had less than — a claims history that was less 
favorable than some of the tires that are being replaced. That’s 
part of the record as well. 

Staff analyzed the raw data, and it’s the analysis of that raw 
data that forms the difference of opinion as to whether it ought to 
be made public until NHTSA has reviewed it. I have taken the 
view that we ought to at least give NHTSA a chance to review that 
analysis to make sure it is correct before we identify that that in- 
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formation is accurate to the American public, but we’ll continue our 
discussions on that. 

In that regard, Mr. Nasser, Ford did do some tests on the re- 
placement tires as I understand, but again staff indicates to me 
that while Ford ran vehicle handling tests with some of the re- 
placement tires and rig tests on most of the replacement tires, that 
the test parameters are very different from the test parameters 
that were set for the earlier tests with all the Firestone tires. Is 
that accurate? 

Mr. Nasser. I don’t know whether that’s accurate or not. 

Chairman Tauzin. Well, we’re told that, for example, that the rig 
test runs on the replacement tires were all conducted at 26 psi 
with a load of 1,500, with no variation in the test for speeds — 
which speed was a very important variation — but load and pres- 
sure were not varied while speed was varied, my understanding is. 
The bottom line is that our information is that the replacement tire 
tests were conducted under different parameters than the Fire- 
stone tire tests, and if that is so, how could Ford be sure that the 
tires you’re going to replace these Firestone tires with are in fact 
better than the tires that you’re recalling? 

Mr. Nasser. We will sit down and discuss the different test pa- 
rameters, but in the end we always go back to the field data, and 
that’s why I was so concerned with your comment; because if the 
field data suggests that one of those tires doesn’t meet our stand- 
ards, then we’ll act. 

Chairman Tauzin. Well then, the next question obviously is did 
Ford request the claims data from the other companies who manu- 
facture these replacement tires? 

Mr. Nasser. We have the claims data and we — and we asked 
NHTSA if they had any data that would suggest that any of these 
tires were inappropriate. 

Chairman Tauzin. Did you actually request them from other 
companies? You see, we did, and that is the raw data we’re dis- 
cussing. It — did you discuss the same data. 

Mr. Nasser. I don’t know what data you have, but we asked for 
data as well. 

Chairman Tauzin. From the other companies? 

Mr. Nasser. Yes. 

Chairman Tauzin. All right. And then you also asked NHTSA, 
as I understand it, for whatever claims data they had on these re- 
placement tires. Is that correct? 

Mr. Nasser. No. We asked them whether they had any safety de- 
fect review on any of the tires that we selected. 

Chairman Tauzin. Okay. In regards to the claims data that you 
had on the replacement tires, can you share with us what your 
analysis told you? 

Mr. Nasser. I don’t have that with me, but we can share it with 
you. I’ll file it after the meeting if you wish to see that. 

Chairman Tauzin. It would be very important if we could have 
that on the record. Let me explain what is going on here so every- 
one can know. We just went through a recall of Firestone tires last 
year. In many cases I was one of those Explorer owners who had 
to go through recall. I got Goodyear tires, but a lot of other owners 
got other Firestone tires. And now those Firestone tires are being 
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replaced in this new Ford recall or replacement program. And the 
concern expressed is are these owners going to be putting on an- 
other tire that they have to replace later on, because we find out 
later on that this new replacement tire turns out to have been 
maybe even worse than the tire that they’re replacing. And so far 
at least, NHTSA tells us that may be true with some of the re- 
placement tires. 

The raw data we received under our analysis tells us that also 
may be true. That’s why I’d like to get this verified by NHTSA, and 
if that’s true and we present that to Ford, I’m asking in advance 
what will Ford’s obligation be with that information? 

Mr. Nasser. Well, if the information is valid and it’s true, we 
would obviously react very quickly. While you were out of the room, 
I said we wouldn’t wait for 30 days; if the data is accurate, we 
would revise the tires that we’re replacing. That’s a very serious 
situation, in fact, that is the — if that is the case. 

Chairman Tauzin. Thank you very much. I yield back, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Greenwood. Chairman yields back. Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. Dingell. I would seek recognition at this time for purposes 
of a colloquy with my friend, the chairman of the full committee. 

Mr. Greenwood. The gentleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Dingell. I’ll be as brief as I possibly can. Mr. Chairman, I 
understand your concerns about hurting some of the tire manufac- 
turers, and I have no desire to do that, by untimely release of the 
raw data. I am troubled about two items which appeared in the 
paper this morning. And I’m referring — by error I said Yahoo — but 
in point of fact it is AP-U.S. 

It says as follows: Representative Billy Tauzin, our Louisiana 
committee chairman, said congressional investigators have ana- 
lyzed the failure rates of replacement tires Ford is using made by 
Michelin, Continental, Goodyear, General, B.F. Goodrich, and 
Uniroyal, and found that some fail more often than Firestone Wil- 
derness AP tires Ford recalled last month. 

It goes on to say: Ford is going to replace these recalled tires 
with tires that have a worse claims history than some of the tires 
that are coming off the Explorers, Tauzin said. For example, our 
investigators have learned that one of the tires that is going to be 
used in replacement has claims of 124 per million tires, well in ex- 
cess of the 5 claims per million that Ford say is the benchmark in 
this recall. 

It goes on then to say as follows: Tauzin spokesman Ken Johnson 
said the committee found two additional Firestone tire models used 
on Ford vehicles. The Wilderness HT and FR-480 had higher rates 
of claims for property damage than the Wilderness AT. 

Then it goes on, skipping a paragraph, says — it says as follows: 
Tauzin refused to make his data public yet, saying he wanted Fed- 
eral safety officials to analyze the information first. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, with great respect and affection for you, I 
am not quite sure whether you are telling the committee here that 
these tires have, on the basis of careful analysis by the committee 
staff, a worse record of safety than those which — than the Fire- 
stone which they’re replacing, or that you are not sure as to wheth- 
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er this data has been properly analyzed and we have the informa- 
tion. 

I am very much troubled about this. I am willing, if we are mak- 
ing charges about this, of this character, to have the whole busi- 
ness made public and let the necessary Federal agencies, the Ford 
people, the Firestone people, or the manufacturers of the other 
tires to make whatever comments, so that this committee and the 
public at large may arrive at the necessary conclusions. 

I think my major concern here, Mr. Chairman, is has there been 
a good-hearted analysis by the committee staff which relates to the 
comments that you have made earlier, or do we need further work 
by the committee staff? 

Mr. Greenwood. Does the chairman wish to respond? 

Chairman Tauzin. If the gentleman would yield, first of all, I 
have no doubts about the numerical analysis done by the sub- 
committee staff. I think it’s accurate and the numbers cited in that 
news story, although I didn’t write the news story, I think are 
equally accurate. 

If the gentleman would continue to yield, what we’re concerned 
about is the significance of claims data as it relates to the safety 
of the replacement tires. And it is the significance of that claims 
data that I would very much appreciate a chance for NHTSA to 
comment on before we — before we claim or make the claim that 
this replacement tire is in fact a worse safety tire than the Fire- 
stone tire it will replace. 

If I can continue for just a second? 

Mr. Dingell. I will be happy to continue yielding to my friend. 

Chairman Tauzin. The fact is that claims data is not the only 
data, as I understand it, that Mr. Nasser has used in the Ford 
analysis, and I don’t believe it’s the only data that NHTSA uses in 
its analysis. And while it’s important data, its significance in rela- 
tion to other data may be large or small, I don’t know. And it’s not 
out of concern so much for the companies and their tires as it is 
with putting out information that may or may not be significantly 
valuable in terms of saying don’t put that tire on your car yet. And 
the reason we have raised the issue with Mr. Nasser and the rea- 
son I’d like NHTSA to further evaluate our own staffs analysis of 
this raw data is that, if in fact these numbers are significant, that 
NHTSA and our committee can properly advise the Ford Motor 
Company, so as Mr. Nasser has said, he would take immediate 
steps to make sure that in fact a tire that is in fact better is replac- 
ing a tire that’s worse, rather than the reverse. 

Mr. Dingell. Well, I would simply observe what my good friend 
says is significant; if these data are insignificant, why are we mak- 
ing public statements? I would note here that the chairman of the 
committee said this morning. He said, “and found some to fail more 
often than the Firestone wilderness AT tires Ford recalled last 
month,” referring to the analysis by committee investigators. And 
what I’m trying to establish is, everybody who’s looking at a Ford 
vehicle, thinking about buying them, they’re wondering whether 
this recall is in fact going to work. Ford is going to spend $3 billion 
to recall, and yet here our investigators are saying that these tires 
that are being replaced are less safe than those that are being 
pulled off the tire. 



86 


Chairman Tauzin. Would the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Stearns [presiding]. The gentleman’s time — time of the gen- 
tleman has expired. 

Mr. Dingell. I didn’t know I was limited. I thought I was having 
a colloquy with my chairman. 

Mr. Stearns. Well, I’d like to 

Chairman Tauzin. I would ask that the gentleman have an addi- 
tional several minutes so we might finish. 

Mr. Dingell. With respect to my two very dear friends, the pre- 
siding officer of the committee, and my dear friend, the chairman 
of the committee, I have got to decide what I am going to do about 
the release of the documents which have been discussed by the 
staff of the committee and by my dear friend, the chairman of the 
committee. 

Chairman Tauzin. Would the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Dingell. Yes. 

Chairman Tauzin. Let me try again. The Chair has not said and 
cannot say whether these replacement tires are less safe or more 
safe than the Firestone tires that were replaced. What the Chair 
is concerned about is that Ford, in its evaluation of the Firestone 
tires that are the subject of the recall, indicated to us that a 5 
claims rate per million tires was the benchmark upon which a deci- 
sion was made to consider replacing the Firestone tires. It was one 
of the benchmark considerations. 

What we have pointed out is that our information is that some 
of the replacement tires far exceed this benchmark. NHTSA has 
similarly pointed that out to this committee and the inquiry that 
if there are tires with higher than 5 per million failure rate claims 
records, is that a significant variation, so that in fact Ford may 
wish to consider using a different replacement tire if other indica- 
tions are that that tire may not be safe. 

Mr. Dingell. Well, you know — and to reclaim my time, and 
again with great respect for you, Mr. Chairman, let me — let me 
just read that — it’s remarkable what a fellow can learn by reading 
in the newspapers. 

I note here and it says — I’m quoting this — and I give credit to 
AP-U.S., said — House Commerce Committee spokesman Ken John- 
son said the congressional investigators will reveal the results of 
their analysis into failure rates of several tire brands during a 
hearing Tuesday. Johnson said the analysis would show that some 
of the replacement tires Ford is using fail more often than some of 
Firestone’s Wilderness AT tires. 

It goes on to say, and I’m skipping a paragraph or two here: Ford 
is working with Goodyear, Continental, and Michelin to get re- 
placements. Johnson would not specify which of these tires had 
higher failure rates than the Wilderness AT, but said that it would 
be disclosed at the hearing. 

And all I am trying to do is get disclosure and find this out. I 
know the Ford folks want to know it, and I am sure all the other 
replacement tire manufacturers want to know about it, too. And so 
either we have a staff analysis that says this, that’s reliable; or we 
have a staff analysis which doesn’t say this or is not reliable. I am 
trying to find out do we have a staff analysis which is reliable, do 
we have a staff analysis that tells the truth or do we not? 
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Mr. Stearns. Time of the gentleman has expired. 

Chairman Tauzin. Could the gentleman have an additional 2 
minutes? I think we need to clarify this, if you don’t mind. 

Mr. Stearns. The Chair will give an additional 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. Dingell. I thank the Chair, but I didn’t know I was time 
limited. Now I’ll be glad to yield to my friend, if he can clarify what 
I just read out of the daily press. 

Chairman Tauzin. Well — well, first of all, let me inform the gen- 
tleman that the staff analysis is on the claims data only, and the 
gentleman from Michigan can look at the raw data that has been 
supplied to him. 

Mr. Dingell. Well, I have requested both the data and the anal- 
ysis, and I’m trying to find out what the worth of the analysis is. 

Chairman Tauzin. Would the gentleman yield? The gentleman 
has the raw data and can draw his own conclusions from it. Our 
staff has drawn the conclusion that the raw data indicates that 
some of these replacement tires have a claims history that is not 
as good as the tires that are being replaced. 

Now, what I’m suggesting to the gentleman, however, is that 
that criteria alone may not mean that these are not good replace- 
ment tires. We don’t know. And until NHTSA has a chance to re- 
view this data and comment to us, it is my view that this analysis 
by the staff identifying the particular tires would be premature, 
and if the gentleman wants to do an analysis and release his own 
analysis, he’s perfectly all right to do so. He can do so on his own, 
without asking me to release data they would first like to have 
NHTSA review. 

Mr. Dingell. Under the rules, Mr. Chairman, I would note, first 
of all, every member of this committee is entitled to every paper 
in possession of the committee. I will be happy to cite the rule if 
the Chair wishes. 

Chairman Tauzin. If the gentleman would yield, we’ve satisfied 
that rule. We have, I think, accorded you all the raw data that was 
sent to the committee. 

Mr. Dingell. No, you’ve not satisfied that. I am asking for the 
analysis which has been widely discussed here in at least two in- 
stances in the press, and I am not going to waive that right. So 
I’m asking that the analysis be made available to us, and I hope 
that anybody who is listening to this colloquy between my two dear 
friends, the presiding officer of the subcommittee and my distin- 
guished friend, the chairman of the full committee, will arrive at 
the rather unfortunate conclusion that the staff here has been pull- 
ing a long bow, and that in point of fact the information doesn’t 
show these things, or that the chairman of the committee doesn’t 
have confidence in it because he won’t make it available to me and 
others so we can know in fact what this says. 

Now, I’m going to insist on my rights to have this information 
made available to me, and I’m going to insist on my rights to have 
it made available in an unexpurgated fashion. I will assure the 
chairman of the committee that we will not release the data with- 
out appropriate notice to him and opportunity for him to discuss 
with me. But in the meantime it appears that perhaps what the 
chairman said should be read by the staff, so that the staff will un- 



88 


derstand that this data is, if such exists, is of rather limited value 
and doesn’t prove 

Mr. Stearns. Time of the gentleman has expired. I would say to 
the two distinguished gentlemen, we have talked about this earlier. 
We’re talking about it again. What I suggest, the two gentlemen 
get together, and I think we have an interpretation of what the 
analysis has to — in other words, the analysis of the staff. 

Chairman Tauzin. Would the chairman recognize me briefly for 
a half minute? 

Mr. Stearns. Let me just finish to say that our analysis that our 
staff has done is the key of whether the chairman wants to, you 
know, whether that extends — to what extent, I don’t know. And I 
don’t know what the ruling is, but I would 

Chairman Tauzin. Would the gentleman recognize me for 30 sec- 
onds? 

Mr. Stearns. Absolutely. 

Chairman Tauzin. I thank the chairman. 

Mr. Dingell, with the understanding that you have just given me 
that we will discuss and there will be no release of this data until 
we’ve agreed, then I will be happy to share the analysis with the 
gentleman. 

Mr. Dingell. I told my beloved friend, I want the record clear, 
I told my beloved friend, the chairman of the committee, that I will 
not release it until I have discussed it with the chairman of the 
committee. 

Chairman Tauzin. That’s fair. I’ll accept that. 

Mr. Dingell. Very well. And I thank my good friend and I thank 
the presiding officer of the committee for his kindness to me, too, 
and I note that I’m not limited on time. 

Mr. Stearns. Mr. Nasser, what we have decided to do, so we are 
going to continue on ahead here, I think we are going to take an- 
other round. The chairman has offered this. I’m going to ask a 
short question. I ask members to keep it within 3 minutes. 

Mr. Nasser has been very cordial and hospitable to stay here, so 
we’re going to make a quick round here, and one question I have 
deals with a field experience chart. In the field experience chart 
that’s prepared by NHTSA, not our staff — this is nothing to do with 
raw data, but NHTSA itself — the 1991-’94 model year Explorer is 
compared to the 1995-1999 model year Explorer. So you have two 
comparisons and two segmented years. It appears from this chart 
that the 1991-’94 model year Explorer had 50 rollovers. The roll- 
over number jumped to 87 for 1995 to 1999. 

I guess an obvious question is — this is NHTSA’s information. 
They’re saying that maybe there was a change of the suspension 
and things like this. But could you explain why the rollover num- 
ber jumped to 87 for the 1995 to 1999 model year Explorer? 

Mr. Nasser. If you look at the total sport utility vehicle popu- 
lation, the trend for the two periods that you mentioned there does 
show an increase in both periods. However, the Ford Explorer is 
one of the best sport utility vehicles. It was clearly superior in the 
earlier period than in the second period, and it became pretty much 
average, and we think there are many different reasons there. One 
of them is demographics. The number of younger people driving 
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Explorers in that second period we think increased because of the 
sports model and the two-door model. 

Mr. Stearns. NHTSA seems to indicate — well, their data shows 
that. And is it possible that if you changed the suspension for the 
1995 to 1999 year Explorer, would that have any impact? 

Mr. Nasser. We did change the suspension. 

Mr. Stearns. You did. 

Mr. Nasser. We went to a more modern suspension system. 

Mr. Stearns. Okay. 

Mr. Nasser. One that is much more in line with today’s driving 
conditions. 

Mr. Stearns. Okay. 

Mr. Nasser. Both are good; one’s better. We don’t see any cor- 
relation between those changes and the data that’s represented 
here. 

Mr. Stearns. Okay. I am not going to go on with any more ques- 
tions. I would just point out to you that the answer to the question 
being demographics might not be all there is, and I suggest that 
if you want to follow up with a written answer, I want to give you 
every opportunity to do that; because I think all of us that looked 
at this, including the staff, were trying to understand and extrapo- 
late what that meant. 

Mr. Nasser. We will do that. 

Mr. Stearns. Okay. I’m going to complete my time, and the gen- 
tleman from New York, Mr. Towns, is recognized. 

Mr. Towns. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Nasser, some, including Firestone, have said Ford shipped 
more explorers with Firestone tires than with Goodyear tires to the 
hot weather States of Arizona, Nevada, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Texas and Florida during moderate years 1995, 1996, and 1997. 
Furthermore, they have claimed that this is an explanation for the 
higher tread separation claim rates Firestone had than Goodyear 
had during this period. 

Can you tell us how many Firestone-equipped Explorers versus 
how many Goodyear-equipped Explorers Ford shipped to these hot 
weather States during the three model years? 

Mr. Nasser. Okay. If you include Arizona, Florida, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Nevada and Texas, for the 1995 through 1997 model 
year, there were 95,000 Explorers with Firestone tires and there 
were 85,000 explorers with Goodyear tires. So, a fairly similar 
number of explorers in that geographic area. 

Mr. Towns. And for the Goodyear-equipped Explorers, there 
were no tread separation claims at all involving injuries, deaths, or 
lawsuits during this time; is that correct? 

Mr. Nasser. That’s what we believe, yes. 

Mr. Towns. But most of the tread separation claims have come 
from hot weather States; is that correct? 

Mr. Nasser. The majority, yes. 

Mr. Towns. We know there were 1,183 Firestone tread separa- 
tion claims during this period. So a large share of these claims 
must have come from the hot weather States. What percentage of 
these Firestone claims would you estimate to have come from the 
hot weather States. 
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Mr. Nasser. I don’t have that data with me, but we will provide 
to it you. 

Mr. Towns. Mr. Chairman, I’d like to ask that the record stay 
open until we can receive that information. 

Mr. Stearns. By unanimous consent, so ordered. 

Mr. Towns. And before I yield back, Mr. Chairman, I’d also like 
to request that we put a statement in the record from Congress- 
woman Eva Clayton from the State of North Carolina. 

Mr. Stearns. By unanimous consent. 

[The prepared statement of Hon. Eva M. Clayton follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Hon. Eva M. Clayton, a Representative in Congress 
from the State of North Carolina 

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the opportunity you have afforded me to share with 
you and your Committee my views on the issues of this important investigation. 
Ford and Firestone have suggested different causes of the high incidences of tread 
separations and vehicle rollovers. These causes have ranged from allegations of de- 
fective tires, to defective steering mechanisms to negligent consumer practices. 
Under these circumstances, it is impossible for the average consumer to ascertain 
the actual facts. 

In the complex interplay between competing, often powerful forces in our society, 
disputes sometimes arise that require the mediating and ameliorating hand of the 
government to sort out in an independent manner the conflicting contentions, to 
evaluate inconsistent scientific supporting data, and to ascertain responsibility for 
unsafe products. The public depends on the government to serve this role fairly, 
fully and promptly. In the matter of the Ford-Firestone dispute, you have accepted 
this task. 

The outcome of your investigation, and the similar investigation being conducted 
by the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration, will help to clarify 
for the public the actual facts in this controversy. Also, your investigation very like- 
ly will have a significant impact on consumer confidence, individual and corporate 
reputations and, most importantly, on consumer safety. Our citizens should be able 
to use cars and tires without fear of losing their lives or suffering injuries on our 
highways because these products are not made safely. 

Firestone has a tire manufacturing plant in Wilson, NC, a small town in my dis- 
trict in eastern North Carolina. I have toured this plant and met some of the work- 
ers there. This plant employs more than 2,000 workers. These workers strive to 
produce tires that are safe and without defects. Many of them are involved in civic 
and community affairs in their communities. These workers, their families and sev- 
eral communities which depend upon their financial support, may be severely af- 
fected by the outcome of your investigation. Similarly, numerous other families and 
communities of workers of both Ford and Firestone in other parts of the country 
will anxiously await the outcome of your deliberations. We trust that your investiga- 
tion will include a fair and comprehensive analysis of all relevant tire and vehicle 
safety issues. This is an important task and I am confident that you and your Com- 
mittee will render a valuable and honorable service to the nation. Thank you. 

Mr. Towns. Thank you. I yield back. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman from Michigan is recognized for 3 
minutes. 

Mr. Upton. Thank you. Again I apologize for being a little bit 
late for the hearing. I just have a couple of questions as we exam- 
ine this issue on the newspaper reports today. Did you ask NHTSA 
if other tires had a higher failure rate than the ones you were re- 
placing with the Firestone? 

Mr. Nasser. We asked NHTSA to review the proposed list of re- 
placement tires to see if the Agency had any concerns in the past 
or any potential concerns in the future. And the list we gave 
NHTSA, they did not have any concerns. 
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Mr. Upton. So NHTSA has, at least as of this moment, has not 
come back to you and said brand X has got a higher tire failure 
rate than the ones you replaced; is that correct? 

Mr. Nasser. That’s correct. The first we heard about it was in 
the press this morning. 

Mr. Upton. And have any of the tire companies whose tires you 
used to replace the bad Firestone — or the Firestone tires — have any 
of those companies come, shared with you evidence that in fact 
they have a higher failure rate than the ones that — Firestone tires 
that you were replacing? 

Mr. Nasser. Not that I am aware of, and we certainly wouldn’t 
include those tires if that was the case. 

Mr. Upton. Right, right. So until this morning you had — these 
newspaper reports came out — there was no evidence that the re- 
placement tires that you were replacing on Ford customers’ cars 
had a higher failure rate than the Firestone tires; is that right? 

Mr. Nasser. That’s correct. 

Mr. Upton. Thank you. Yield back. 

Chairman Tauzin. Would the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Upton. I’d be glad to yield. 

Chairman Tauzin. I thank the gentleman for yielding. I’d simply 
like to put in the record something I received today Mr. Nasser, 
which is my notice from the Ford Motor Company requesting infor- 
mation on my Explorer. And this, as I understand it, this is what 
is being sent out to customers across America. 

Mr. Nasser. That’s right. 

Chairman Tauzin. Which indicates not only the tires to be re- 
placed but acceptable replacement tires; is that correct? 

Mr. Nasser. Yes. 

Chairman Tauzin. And it’s a fairly long document, but I thought 
it would be important to have it in the record. 

Mr. Stearns. By unanimous consent, so ordered a part of the 
record. 

[The information referred to follows:] 



W. J. TAUZIN 
426 LAFAYETTE ST 
HOUMA, LA 70360-4370 


Your Vehicle: 1993 Explorer 

Your Vehicle fcentification Number: i FMDU34X4PUB62668 


Fir estone Wilderness AT Tire Program 

Ford Motor Company has decided to replace all Firestone Wilderness AT tires (15-.16- and 17-inch} on Ford Motor Company 
products as a precautionary measur e aimed at preventing potential tire failures from occurring in the future. The likelihood of tire 
failure in the near term is wry low for owners of vehicles with newer tires. Our records indicate that your vehicle may have Firestone 
Wilderness AT tires as either original equipment or replacement tires. 

Wh y we are replacing these tires. 

This replacement program is both a voluntary and precautionary action. We made the decision to take this action after 
extensive examination of real-world data, laboratory and track testing, and consultations with the National Highway- 
Traffic Safety Administration. 

These efforts, in conjunction with our testing and statistical analyses, have revealed that Firestone Wilderness AT tires have a 
significantly lower failure rate than the tires recalled last summer and that the age of the tire has a considerable impact upon its 
performance. However, our analyses also indicated that some Firestone Wilderness AT tires, particularly olde' tires (over three 
years), have elevated failure rates compared to other tires. 

These failures include possible tire tread separation, in which the outer steel belt and/or tread of the tire separates from and may 
became totally detached from the rest of the tire. Tire tread separation could potentially result in loss of vehicle control and/or a 
crash. Because Ford does not have sufficient confidence in the future performance of these tires as they age, we’re acting now in 
the interest of your safety to maintain your continued trust and confidence. 

How this pro gram differs from last year’s recall. 

Last year (Summer 2000), Firestone implemented a safety recall to replace certain 15-inch Wilderness AT and Radial ATX tires 
due to elevated failure rates. At the time of the Firestone recall, Ford Motor Company established an early warning system and 
continued to analyze real-worid data to help predict tire failures befc-re they occur. 

Recent real-world data from Firestone revealed that failure rates are beginning to increase for some of the Wilderness AT tires. We 
view these findings as early warning signs that we cannot ignore. That is why Ford Motor Company is now voluntarily replacing all 
1 5-, 1 6- and 1 7-inch Firestone Wilderness AT tires on Ford vehicles as a preventive measure to ensure your safety. 


Ffresteoe Dm fesduoai in Tlw Program 


Fr^stixte Tm Not gs& fed in This Ptwaw 


ALL WILDERNESS AT TIRES (15', 16*, 17‘) 
Affected vehicles include: 


Ford Expedition 
Ford Explorer, 
Explorer Sport & 
Explorer Sport Trac 


Ford F-Series 
Ford Ranger 
Ford Bronco 
Mercury Mountaineer 


Steeltex R4S & AT on: 

Ford F-Series 250+ 
Ford Econotine 
Ford Excursion 


Firetiawk D7A on: 

Ford Focus 
Mercury Cougar 


Affinity on; 

ford Taurus 
Mercury Sable 
Ford Crown Victoria 


FirehewkLH on: 

Lincoln LS 


Wilderness HT on: 
Ford Escape 
Ford Explorer, 
Explorer Sport & 
Explorer Sport Trac 
Ford Ranger 
Ford F-150 
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What we are asking you to do. 

Before doing anything else, check the tires that are now on your vehicle, including the spare tire. If you have Firestone Wilderness 
AT tires, they should be replaced. If you DO NOT have Firestone Wilderness AT tires on your vehicle, ARE NOT seeking a refund, 
or have changed your address, please complete and mail the enclosed postcard. 

To have your tires replaced, call your Ford or Mercury Dealer or authorized tire retailer (see contact information below to obtain 
authorized retailer list) and request a service date for the Firestone Wilderness AT Tire Replacement Program. If you have newer 
Firestone Wilderness AT iires (under three years), you may be put on a waiting list, as older Wilderness AT tires wiil be replaced first. 

You can help to further minimize the potential for any type of tire failure by keeping tires properly inflated to the recommended 
pressure, avoiding overloading your vehicle, and observing posted speeds. For Firestone Wilderness AT 15-inch tires on Explorer 
and Mountaineer model vehicles, the recommended tire pressure is 30 psi. 


What Ford Motor Company and your dealer (and aut horized tire retailer) will do. 

Your Ford or Mercury' Dealer and certain authorized tire retailers will replace any Wilderness AT tires, including the spare tire, (15-, 16- 
and 1 7-inch) on your vehicle regardless of age, mileage, or whether they are original equipment tires or replacement tires free of charge. 

For Tire Replacement After May 22, 2001: 

If you have NOT had your tires replaced: 

We recommend that you have your tires replaced at your local Ford or Mercury Dealer or authorized tire retailer with 
those tires indicated on the enclosed "Approved Wilderness AT Replacement Tires’ list- 

if you have tires replaced at non-authorized locations: 

II you are (or were) unable to have your tires replaced at your Ford or Mercury Dealer or an authorized tire retailer. 

Ford will reimburse you: 

Up to $1 10 lor each 15-inch tire and up to $13C lor each 16-inch or 1 7-inch lire. In order to receive reimbursement 
you must go to your Ford or Mercury Dealer and provide them with; 

1. Your original paid receipt, 

2. The section of your replaced Firestone Wilderness AT tires that contains the DOT Code . Ask the tire dealer you 
purchased the tifes from to cut this section ot the tire from each tire replaced and provide it lo you. The section must 
contain theentire DOT Codsand be readable. Yout replacement lire dealer should destroy and dispose ol your removed 
tires and provide you with only the piece of tire with the OOT Code. The purpose ol this requirement is to ensure that 
the replaced tires are rendered unusable and are removed Irom service. 

Your Ford or Mercury Dealer wit I process and submit your refund reouest and toward your reimbursement check via mat I 

If yo u have more concerns. 

If you have trouble getting your tires replaced promptly and without charge, please contact your dealership’s service manager 
for assistance. 

If you have further questions or would like to receive an updated list of replacement tires or authorized tire retailers, please call us 
toll-free, 24 hours a day, seven days a week at 1-866-300-1226, or e-mail us at tireinquiry@ford.com. For the latest information 
on-line, go to www.ford.com . 

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause you and thank you for your attention to this important matter. Maintaining 
your safety, your satisfaction and your trust is our top priority. 

Sincerely, 

(PfL 

Ann O'Neill 
Director 

Vehicle Service and Programs 


II you had your tires 
replaced b elore 
May 22, 2001: 

I! you replaced the Wilderness AT tires on 
your vehicle between August 1, 2000, and 
May ??. Tflflf (due to concerns raised by 
the Firestone recall of certain Wilderness 
AT tires announced last August), Ford will 
otter you a full refund with an original 
paid receipt. 

To receive this refund, you may contact 
the Ford Tire Inquiry Hot Line at . 
1-566-30D-1226 or Ford Motor Company 
at www.torti.com for the required 
reimbursement form. 




P.O. Box 1904, Dearborn, Mi 48121 
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Approved Wilderness AT Replacement Tires 

We strongly recommend you replace your tires with those indicated on this list. These tires have met our testing and analysis 
requirements and have excellent on-road performance records. 


RAMSER APPUCATtOKS 

The following tires are approved replacements for Wilderness AT on ALL Ranger size P215/75R15 


Tread Design 

Ford Part* 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

SpeedA-oad 

Sidewall 

AT 

9002 15420750000 

General 

Grabber AT 

100S 


AT 

9001 137025783 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

100SS2 

0WLTL 


The following tires are approved replacements for Wilderness AT on ALL Ranger size P235 /75R15 

Tread Design 

Ford Part* 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

AT 

9001 137406090 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

105S S2 

OWLRPTL 

AT 

9001 137719568 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

105S S2 

OWLTL 

AS 

9001 727699950 

Goodyear 

Wrangler HT 

108XL 

BSLTL 

AS 

9001 727699952 

Goodyear 

Wrangler HT 

108XL 

OWL 

AT 

9001 157770009 

Goodyear 

Wrangler GS-A 

S2 

OWL 

AT 

9001 137441043 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

108SX2 

VSB 

AT 

9001 137719091 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

105S S2 

BSLRPTL 

AT 

9001410920176 

Goodyear 

Wrangler AT/S 

108S 

OWL 

AT 

9004 00754 

Michelin 

LTXA/T 

105S 

ORWL 

AS 

9004 29394 

Michelin 

LTXM/S 

108S 

ORWL 

AT 

9004 90897 

BFGoodrich 

Long Trail T/A 

108S 

ORWL 

AS 

9004 50605 

Uniroyal 

Laredo Nailgard 

SL1G5S 

ROWL 

AS 

9002 15446930000 

Continental 

ContiTrac Radial AP 

XL 

OWL 1.25 

AT 

9002 15420890000 

General 

Grabber AT 

105S 

OWL 1.00 

AS 

9002 1542141000 

General 

Grabber AP 

105S 

SBL 1.25 

AS 

9002 15421390000 

General 

Grabber AP 

XL 

SBL 1.25 

AS 

9002 1542141X1000 

General 

Grabber AP 

XL 

OWL 1.25 


The following tires are approved replacements for Wilderness AT on ALL Ranger size P265/75R15 

Tread Design 

Ford Part* 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

•AT 

9001 137924568 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

S2 

OWL TL 

AT 

9001 137753600 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

112SS2 

BSL RP TL 

AT 

9002 15434550000 

General 

Grabber AP 

SL 

OWL 1.25 


The following tires are approved replacements for Wilderness AT on ALL Ranger size P235 / 70R16 

Tread Design 

Ford Part * 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

AT 

9001 137407568 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

104S S2 

OWLTL 

AT 

900450373 

BFGoodrich 

Radial Long Trail T/A 

104S 

ORWL 

AT 

9004 96489 

BFGoodrich 

Radial Long Trail T/A 

104S 

BSW 

AS 

900459257 

Michelin 

LTXM/S 

104S 

ORWL 


The following tires are approved replacements for Wilderness AT on ALL Ranger size P245 / 75R16 

Tread Design 

Ford Part* 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

AT 

9001 137694076 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

ms S2 

OWL 

AT 

9001 137217543 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

109SX2 

OWL TL 

AT 

9004 59264 

BFGoodrich 

Radial Long Trail 

109S 

ORWL 

AT 

9004 50163 

BFGoodrich 

Radial Long Trail 

109S 

BSW 


The following tires are approved replacements tor Wilderness AT on ALL Explorer and Mountaineer P235 / 75R15 


Tread Design 

Ford Pari* 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

AT 

9001 137406090 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

105S S2 

OWLRPTL 

AT 

9001 137719568 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

105S S2 

OWL TL 

AS 

9001 727699950 

Goodyear 

Wrangler HT 

108XL 

BSL TL 

AS 

9001 727699952 

Goodyear 

Wrangler HT 

108XL 

OWL 

AT 

9001 157770009 

Goodyear 

Wrangler GS-A 

S2 

OWL 

AT 

9001 137441043 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

108S X2 

VSB 

AT 

9001 137719091 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

105SS2 

BSLRPTL 

AT 

9001 410920176 

Goodyear 

Wrangler AT/S 

108S 

OWL 

AS 

900429394 

Michelin 

LTXM/S 

108S 

ORWL 

AS 

9004 57653 

Michelin 

LTXM/S 

108S 

ORBL 

AS 

9004 26632 

Michelin 

LTXM/S 

105S 

ORWL 

AT 

9004 90897 

BFGoodrich 

Long Trail T/A 

108S 

ORWL 

AS 

9004 50605 

Uniroyal 

Laredo Nailgard 

SL105S 

ROWL 

AS 

9004 58002 

Uni royal 

Laredo Nailgard 

XL108S 

ROWL 

AS 

900215446930000 

Continental 

ContiTrac Radial AP 

XL 

OWL 1.25 

AT 

9002 15420890000 

General 

Grabber AT 

105S 

OWL 1.00 

AS 

9002 1542141000 

General 

Grabber AP 

105S 

SBL 1.25 

AS 

9002 15421390000 

General 

Grabber AP 

XL 

SBL 1.25 

AS 

9002 15421400000 

General 

Grabber AP 

XL 

OWL 1.25 
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T!J8 following tires are approved replacements tor Wilderness AT on ONLY Explorer and Mountaineer 
1351 through 1584, 1598 through 2001 sire P23S / 75R15 


Tread Design 

Ford Part# 

Manufacturer 

lire Brand 

Speed/load 

Sidewall 

AT 

900400754 

Micheiin 

ITX A/T 

ms 

ORWL 

AT 

300436544 

Micheiin 

LTXA/T 

108S 

ORWL 


The following tires are approved replacements for Wilderness AT on ALL Explorer and Mountaineer P25S /70R16 


Treatf Design 

Ford Part# 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed, load 

Sidewall 

AS 

9001 132840072 

Goodyear 

Wrangler AP 

109SS2 


AT 

9001 137840558 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

109SS2 

OWITL 

AS 

9004 39992 

Micheiin 

ITX M/S 

1G9S 

RWL 

AS 

9002 1 5459700000 

General 

Ameri’660 AS 

109S 

OWL 1.12 

AS 

9002 15459870000 

General 

Grabber AW 

1G9S 

OWL 


The following tires are approved replacements for Wilderness AT on ONLY Explorer and Mountaineer 
1935 through 1397 size P255/70R16 

Timd Design ford Part# Manufacturer Tire Brand Speed/Lsad Sidewall 

m 9004 67119 Micheiin Cross Terrain 1098 ORWL 


EXPEDI TION AP PLICATIONS 

The fallowing tires are approved replacements far Wilderness AT on ALL Expedition P255 / 70R16 


Tread Design 

Ford Part # 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

AS 

9001 132840072 

Goodyear 

Wrangler AP 



AT 

9001 137840568 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

109SS2 

GWLTL 

AS 

9QG4 67119 

Micheiin 

Cross Terrain 

l€3S 

ORWL 

AS 

9002 15459870000 

Genera! 

Grabber AW 

1C9S 

OWL 

AS 

9002 154597D000G 

General 

Ameri'660 AS 

1CSS 

OWL 1.12 


The following tires 

are approved replacements for Wilderness AT on ALL Expedition P265 / 70R17 

Tread Design 

Ford Part# 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

AT 

9001 137930033 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

113S S2 

OWL 

AT 

9001 137930552 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

113SS2 

OWL TL 

AT 

9004 79364 

BFGoodricf 

F-SJEBIES am 

Radial Long Trail T/A 

i BRONCO APPLICATIONS 

113S 

ORWL 


The following tires are approved replacements for Wilderness AT on F-Series and Bronco P23S / 75R15 

Tread Design 

Ford Part# 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

AT 

90G1 137058543 

Goodyear 

Wrangle' RT/S 

108SX2 

OWL TL 

AT 

9001 137441043 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

108SX2 

VSB 

AT 

9001 137441045 

Goodyear 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

1C8S X2 

Slanted OWL 

AT 

9001 137441542 

Wrangler RT/S 

1CSSX2 

VSB 

AT 

9001 137441543 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

108S X2 

Slanted OWL 

AT 

9001 13792Q783 

Goodyear 

Wrangle; RT/S 

1C8SX2 

VSB 

AS 

9001 727699947 

Goodyear 

Wrangler HT 

X2 

BSLTL 

AS 

9001 727699950 

Goodyear 

Wrangler HT 

1C8XL 

BSLTL 

AS 

9001 727699951 

Goodyear 

Wrangler HT 

X2 

XNWTL 

AS 

9001 727699952 

Goodyear 

Wrangler HT 

1C8XL 

OWL 

AS 

9002 15421390CC0 

General 

Grabber AP 

XL 

SBL 1.25 

AS 

9002 154214CGCC0 

General 

Grabber AP 

XL 

OWL 1.25 

AS 

9002 15434420000 

General 

Amerinvay XT 

1C8XL 

OWL 1,00 

AS 

9002 15441280000 

General 

Aroerf’Way XT 

108X1 

8SW 

AS 

9002 15446930CC0 

Continental 

ContiTrac Radial AP 

108S 

OWL. 

AS 

9002 1545817CC00 

Continental 

ConliTrac Radial ST 

10SS 

OWL 

AS 

9004 90397 

BFGoodrich 

Long Trail T/A 

108S 

ORWL 


The following tires are approved replacements for Wilderness AT on 

1997 F-Series P235 / 70R16 

Tread Design 

Ford Part# 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

AT 

9004 50373 

BFGoodrich 

Radial Long Trail T/A 

1G4S 

ORWL 

AT 

9004 9S489 

BFQoodricIi 

Radial Long Trail T/A 

1C4S 

RAW. 

AS 

9002 1 5460150000 

General 

Ameri'550 AS 

104S 

'owe 

AS 

9002 15460160000 

General 

Ameri*55Q AS 

104S ( 

BSW J 


Ford is continuing to test additional tires and will update the list as more tires are validated through our process. You can receive 
an updated list at your local dealer or at www.ford.com. 
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Mr. Stearns. Gentleman yields back the balance of his time, and 
at this point the gentleman, Mr. Strickland, is not here. Mr. Gor- 
don from Tennessee is recognized for 3 minutes. 

Mr. Gordon. Mr. Nasser, I want to salute your patience and 
bladder. You’ve done a very good job of putting up with all of us 
today. I had to be short with you because I wanted to get my two 
questions in earlier. I just want to give you the opportunity, if you 
want to clarify or follow up on anything they might have asked you 
earlier. 

Mr. Nasser. I’d just like to go back to the issue that was raised 
earlier on the replacement program. We clearly are very concerned. 
Our strategy isn’t to replace bad tires with bad tires. That doesn’t 
make any sense at all, and we would appreciate that information 
as quickly as possible. The worst thing that can happen here is 
that our customers are confused and don’t know what to do. 

And if we’re not helping that situation, then we are not doing our 
jobs, and I take that responsibility very seriously. So we’d like to 
clear that up as quickly as we can, as soon as this hearing is fin- 
ished. 

Mr. Gordon. I guess if I have another moment, I’ll just ask once 
again, just to be sure; you’re saying that the tires on the Toyota 
4-Runner and the Jeep Grand Cherokee are different ones than 

Mr. Nasser. They are different tires. We have had examples 
where the same tires have been placed on Toyotas and other vehi- 
cles as replacement tires, where the customer replaces the original 
equipment tire, once it’s been worn, with one of these Wilderness 
tires. And the interesting thing is that the tread separation rate on 
those competitive vehicles is about the same as we’re seeing on our 
vehicles. 

Mr. Gordon. But it is the same tire on the Ford Ranger? 

Mr. Nasser. On the Ford Ranger 4x4 model, it is the same tire. 

Mr. Gordon. Thank you. And again, thank you for your patience. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman yields back the balance of his time. 
The gentleman, Mr. Stupak, is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Stupak. Thank you, Chairman. I don’t mean to belabor this 
point more than we already have today, but I’ve sort of started. So 
I’d like to ask the Chair of the full committee, if you could give us 
some kind of inference of the statements that have been appeared 
in the press. I take it one of three ways. The tires that Ford’s about 
to replace, the Firestone tires, are either more dangerous or they’re 
less dangerous, or the majority doesn’t have enough data to make 
that judgment. Could you help us clarify that a little bit? 

Chairman Tauzin. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Stupak. Yes. 

Chairman Tauzin. We know at least in one category, one param- 
eter, the question of claims data against the tire, that some of the 
replacement tires, according to NHTSA’s information, have higher 
claims data rates than the tires that are being replaced. Do you. 

Mr. Stupak. Then is that claims data enough to make a judg- 
ment, or do you need more information? 

Chairman Tauzin. We need more information. Second — if the 
gentleman would yield? 

Mr. Stupak. Sure. 



97 


Chairman Tauzin. According to the raw data we received from 
other tire companies who are on this list that I just put into the 
record, there are several tires that have claims data rates as high 
as 124 per million, which is a rather significant number if 5 per 
million is one of the benchmarks used in this replacement program. 
And, therefore, finding out how significant that claims data is, is 
fairly critical to the question you asked about safety. 

Mr. Stupak. So to answer the question, you need more informa- 
tion, because the claims data rate is not enough to make an anal- 
ysis whether or not the tires being replaced are more dangerous or 
less dangerous? 

Chairman Tauzin. That is my opinion, and that is why I have 
asked NHTSA to immediately review this, to let us know that — and 
to let Ford Motor Company know so that they might have the ben- 
efit of that analysis. 

Mr. Stupak. Okay. But as I’m trying to clarify this here — be- 
cause I agree with Mr. Nasser; I think we’re all pretty much con- 
fused on what to do now. For those of us, like yourself, who own 
the Explorers or the Expedition, whatever it may be — again, I 
mean, what message are we trying to communicate here to the gen- 
eral public, to the American people? That we need more informa- 
tion, or what? 

Chairman Tauzin. What I’m trying to do is to make sure that 
since this is not a government recall — this is a corporate-sponsored 
replacement program — that we don’t end up having a government 
recall that follows it to replace the tires all over again 

Mr. Stupak. I agree. 

Chairman Tauzin. [continuing] because we’ve used the wrong re- 
placement tires. So the message I’m trying to say — and hopefully 
NHTSA got it, and I think they did because we had some serious 
conversations before this hearing today — is that we need NHTSA 
immediately to assist both this committee and Mr. Nasser’s com- 
pany with this analysis of — so they can announce publicly whether 
any of the tires on the replacement list should be taken off the re- 
placement list. 

Mr. Stupak. And if it’s not a recall and if Ford is doing this re- 
placement program, then I think it’s only fair to give Ford, before 
they even leave here today, all your data and your data analysis, 
because this is not a recall, this is a replacement. They should have 
it so they’re not back here doing another replacement. 

Also, I guess if you’re asking NHTSA to do it, what other infor- 
mation does NHTSA need to make a sound, total judgment on this 
incomplete information that’s being publicly released? 

Chairman Tauzin. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Stupak. Yes. 

Chairman Tauzin. That’s the reason why I asked Mr. Nasser ex- 
tensively, rather, what was requested by his own company and 
what testing was done on these replacement tires. But if he does 
not have the information, the raw data we have, we are more than 
happy to share it with him. And you have copies of it. We have cop- 
ies of it. We’ll make sure he has copies of it. 

Mr. Stupak. Okay. So the information we’ve seen in the media 
today, whether it’s the Detroit Free Press or the 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
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Mr. Stupak. If I can just finish. The message — we want to clarify 
or correct the information that these tires may not be more dan- 
gerous, that we need more information. So we should really correct 
that information; correct, Mr. Chairman? 

Chairman Tauzin. I’m looking at the AP report. The only quote 
contained in there that came from our committee spokesman was 
that there are brands that have actually higher claims rates. That’s 
all we know. There is no — if the AP story went on to draw the con- 
clusions — that’s the AP writer. The only thing we know at this 
point, the only thing that was reported and that has come out in 
this hearing, is that there are tires that NHTSA has identified, and 
now that our own staff have identified, that have higher claims 
rate than 5 per million, and that obviously before those tires are 
replaced, put on cars as replacement for other tires, somebody, 
NHTSA, ought to give us some good information as to whether or 
not that claims data is significant enough to make a difference. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired. Mr. Sawyer is 
recognized for 3 minutes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a couple of ques- 
tions, and they go to the question that — to the assertion that you 
made earlier, Mr. Nasser, to the effect that you cannot go out and 
test every tire on every vehicle. And I agree with that. That doesn’t 
make any sense. 

At the same time, in the letter that you’ve cited from Goodyear, 
they suggest that there’s no desire, nor have manufacturers even 
raised the question of tire manufacturers doing similar kinds of 
testing of every tire on every vehicle. Should that be done? Or is 
generic testing to different protocols by different tire manufacturers 
sufficient to give you comfort into the future that the tires will per- 
form as expected? 

Mr. Nasser. I think it’s a combination of both, and there does 
need to be much more communication, not only between the tire 
manufacturer and the automotive manufacturer, but also informa- 
tion that comes from the field. And I think that’s what really drove 
the TREAD Act of last year. We support it. We welcome it. And — 
but whatever we do, it must be based on tires that have high qual- 
ity levels and that have the technology that is appropriate for to- 
day’s driving conditions. 

Mr. Sawyer. That brings me to my second question. You’ve hit 
it squarely on the button. Earlier you had said that the exchange 
of information with regard to the changing weight of the vehicle 
and the suspension of the vehicle was not significant. It may have 
been; it may not have been. I’m not going to argue that today. But 
you also talked about the fact that a number of the tires that have 
exactly the same designation may not be the same tire, and the 
truth of the matter is that tires evolve over the life of a product 
as well. 

Should there be requirements, protocols under NHTSA, for the 
exchange of information as products evolve in their design through- 
out their useful life? 

Mr. Nasser. I strongly believe that if tire manufacturers change 
the design of a tire, then they should inform the vehicle manufac- 
turer. As a matter of fact, with our purchase order we make it very 
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clear that any changes to the design of a tire should be commu- 
nicated to the vehicle manufacturer. 

Mr. Sawyer. Should the same thing apply to you in the other di- 
rection? 

Mr. Nasser. I think it does, but I certainly think it should be in 
both ways. It should be a dialog, not one way. 

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you. 

Mr. Stearns. My colleagues, I believe we have expired all the 
second round. So, Mr. Nasser, sincerely and on behalf of the full 
committee — subcommittee — both myself and Mr. Greenwood, we 
thank you sincerely for staying with us and your forthright an- 
swers. And now we’ll move to panel No. 2. Thank you. 

Mr. Nasser. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Stearns. Panel No. 2 is Mr. John Lampe, President and 
Chief Executive Officer, Bridgestone/Firestone. Mr. Lampe, you’re 
welcome. Let me just say to my colleagues that — so we can con- 
tinue to go on, I urge them to ask the questions. If perhaps you 
have desire for colloquy, that we could perhaps move that member 
to member, and we can continue on with the questions here so that 
we can get through to our third panel, which is also patiently wait- 
ing. 

And so with that, Mr. Lampe, at your convenience, we’ll welcome 
your opening statement. 

You are aware that the committee is holding an investigative 
hearing, and in doing so has had the practice of taking testimony 
under oath. Do you have any objections to testifying under oath? 

Mr. Lampe. No, sir. 

Mr. Stearns. The Chair then advises you that under the rules 
of the House and the rules of the committee, you are entitled to be 
advised by counsel. Do you desire to be advised by counsel during 
your testimony today? 

Mr. Lampe. No, sir. 

Mr. Stearns. In that case, if you’d please raise your right hand, 
I’ll swear you in. 

[Witness sworn.] 

Mr. Stearns. You are now under oath. You may now give a 5- 
minute summary of your opening statement. 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN LAMPE, PRESIDENT AND CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER, BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE, INC. 

Mr. Lampe. Chairman Stearns, Chairman Tauzin, and distin- 
guished committee members, I am John Lampe, and I am the CEO 
of Bridgestone/Firestone. First I’d like to thank you for holding this 
hearing and inviting me to testify, and I appreciate the very hard 
work on all these issues by the members of this committee, by the 
other members, and by their staffs. 

Mr. Chairman, it’s no secret that this year has been a struggle 
for us. We’ve learned a lot since we were here the last time, and 
some of it we’ve learned the hard way. But as a result, we’re more 
responsive now to the American public, to our customers, to Con- 
gress, and to NHTSA. We’re doing what’s right. And our 45,000 
employees are a great team. They’re fully committed to making 
safe quality tires and to regaining the public’s trust. Yes, we’ve 
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been hit hard, very hard, but I believe with all my heart we will 
make it. 

But let’s talk about our tires, and first let me assure you that 
the Firestone tires that are on the road today are completely safe, 
and our real world data proves that. 

The 13 million tires that Ford is replacing have a claims rate of 
.0009 percent. That’s 9 out of every 1 million tires. And most of 
these claims are on the Ford Explorer. The identical tire on the 
Ford — is on the Ford Ranger, and yet the tread separation claims 
on the Ranger, exact tire, is 8 times less than that of the same tire 
on the Explorer. And if that weren’t enough, Wilderness AT tires 
on General Motor’s vehicles have only 2 tread separation claims on 
3.1 million tires that we’ve supplied General Motors. And these 2 
claims were minor, minor property damage claims, did not result 
in accidents. 

Also, several million of these tires that Ford is replacing under 
their program have never, ever had a claim. And the bottom line, 
replacing good tires with other tires, is a diversionary tactic and it 
won’t increase or improve customer safety. 

We’ve also conducted an extensive array of scientific tests com- 
paring our tires to our competitor tires. And this testing supports 
the data we see from the real world. We perform peal tests to 
measure the amount of force it takes to tear apart the two steel 
belts. We conducted Society of Automotive Engineer high-speed 
tests, and we performed belt-edge temperature tests to see if the 
internal temperature of the tires are the same as those other tires 
in the marketplace. And these are just some of the tests we’ve per- 
formed. But in every test, the Wilderness AT tires performed with- 
in industry norms, oftentimes outperforming our rivals. Our testing 
confirms what we’ve been saying all along: Our tires are safe, and 
we have the tests. We have the real world data to prove it. 

But now let’s compare our testing to Ford’s testing of the tires. 
We use standard industry testing procedures. Ford, on the other 
hand, did not; and what little they’ve shared with us reveals that 
Ford’s testing of tires and our tires was, at best, unscientific; and, 
at worst, misleading. Ford took new Goodyear tires and compared 
them with old Firestone tires, some of which were 9 years old. But 
when you take and compare the same age of tires — Firestone tires 
versus the Goodyear tires from Ford’s own data — we are as good 
as our competition, and in many cases better. 

Ford talked about tire temperatures, and Ford ignored, though, 
the internal temperature of a tire, the temperature that is very im- 
portant when looking at such things as tread separations. Ford 
chose to use surface temperatures. We don’t know why. It has no 
correlation to internal temperature. And as the Wall Street Journal 
reported, Ford did not use the same inflation pressure and loads 
when testing Firestone tires against Goodyear tires. We heard two 
or three times this morning about apples to apples. I think we need 
an apples-to-apples comparison here as well. 

And finally, Ford’s protections of future Firestone tire failures 
are purely speculative. They’re not based on real world data. Yes, 
with these hazard plots, you can make those lines go anywhere you 
want, based on the assumptions you use. 
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And next, Mr. Chairman, I must say — and this is not easy for me 
to say as well — but there is something wrong with the Ford Ex- 
plorer. The testing and accident data we have submitted prove it. 
When I was here last year, I said to all of you that you could take 
all our tires off the Ford Explorer and the Ford Explorer would 
continue to roll over. And unfortunately, that’s exactly what’s hap- 
pening. 

But it didn’t have to be this way. We at Firestone asked Ford to 
work with us so that we together could look at the tire — and we 
looked at the tire a lot, but at the vehicle as well, and the tire vehi- 
cle interaction. But Ford refused, and we had no choice. We had 
to go it alone. Ford left us no other option. 

Mr. Chairman, these are the facts. The loss of a tread or air in 
a tire shouldn’t cause a driver to lose control of his vehicle. The 
driver should be able to pull over, not roll over. Even Ford’s own 
export — expert car engineering agrees with that. Dr. Dennis Gun- 
ther is considered to be one of the most highly regarded, renowned 
experts in vehicle dynamics, and he’s worked with NHTSA before, 
and he’s worked for some of the automobile companies. And he 
found that when a rear tire separates on some models of the Ford 
Explorer, the vehicle goes from a slight understeer — and you talked 
briefly about understeer, oversteer this morning — from a slight 
understeer to an oversteer condition, where the rear tires can spin 
out, just like you’ve experienced sometimes on ice. But the impor- 
tant thing, according to Dr. Gunther, it’s both the transition, tran- 
sition from understeer to oversteer, and the oversteer itself that 
often make it a dangerous situation for the average driver to be 
able to maintain directional control on the Explorer at normal 
highway speeds after a tire separation. 

And the real world data supports Dr. Gunther’s finding. The 
Florida traffic crash data base shows that for the 1994 through 
2000 model year vehicles registered in Florida, the Explorer rolls 
over twice as much as all other SUVs in single-vehicle, nontire-re- 
lated accidents. 

Mr. Chairman, last year this committee asked us why we didn’t 
do more when we had reports of tread separations coming out of 
Venezuela. Well, now there are new reports from the Venezuela 
Consumer Protection Agency that the Explorer continues to roll 
over with other brands of tires. In fact, since May of 2000, there 
have been 43 judicially — judicially confirmed, certified Explorer 
rollover crashes in Venezuela, and they’ve been on competitor tires. 
In the last 10 days alone, there have been four people that have 
been fatally injured in two separate Ford Explorer accidents in 
Venezuela on different brands of tires, not ours. 

Surely these warning signs can’t be ignored. As I’ve said before, 
I said it last year, Ford can replace all the Wilderness AT tires on 
our vehicle, but the Explorer will continue to roll over. We need to 
understand why. And I know you want to understand why. We owe 
it, I owe it, to the men and women who make our tires, to the 
stores and dealers who sell our tires, and we all owe it to the peo- 
ple on the roads and the highways that drive on our tires. No one 
cares more about safety than we do, and we’re doing our part. 
We’re taking responsibility for our tires. We did a massive recall, 
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and now we’re doing what’s right by asking the tough questions on 
the Ford Explorer. 

One of our Nation’s greatest industrial pioneers once said, don’t 
find fault; find a remedy. Since the very beginning, Ford has only 
wanted to find fault, blaming our tires. We, on the other hand, 
have said that the vehicle tire interaction needs to be examined in 
order to find a remedy. And, by the way, that great man that said 
don’t find fault, find a remedy, was also Henry Ford. 

I truly wish I could say with pride that Ford is still one of our 
best customers, and I sincerely hope there comes a day when 
Bridgestone/Firestone can do business with Ford again, but that 
day won’t come until we answer the tough questions on the Ex- 
plorer. 

I would like to commend Chairman Tauzin for urging NHTSA to 
examine the vehicle and the tire in a balanced way, because there 
are very hard questions to be answered. Why is the Explorer so 
much more likely to roll over in related crashes? If it’s just a tire 
issue, why are Explorers continuing to roll over in Venezuela at 
high numbers, even after Ford replaced all the Firestone tires? 
Why is the Explorer harder to control than other SUVs after a 
rear-tire separation? And why do our tires perform so well on other 
vehicles? 

Firestone will continue to work with the government to get the 
answers the American public deserves to these and the other tough 
questions. And I am glad to hear Mr. Nasser this morning and 
Ford agree in the same spirit to support NHTSA’s investigation of 
their vehicles. 

Thank you again for inviting me here to testify, and Chairman 
Stearns, using your words, I welcome the opportunity to answer 
reasonable questions. 

[The prepared statement of John Lampe follows:] 

Prepared Statement of John Lampe, Chief Executive Officer, Bridgestone/ 

Firestone, Inc. 

i. introduction 

Chairman Stearns, Chairman Greenwood, Chairman Tauzin, and distinguished 
Committee Members, I am John Lampe, CEO and President of Bridgestone/Fire- 
stone, Inc. Thank you for inviting me to testify today. Since I appeared before this 
Committee on September 21, 2000, much has happened. Our team at Bridgestone/ 
Firestone has been working vigorously to protect the safety and restore the trust 
of our customers by assuring and enhancing the quality and performance of our 
products. We have accomplished a great deal, and we have learned a great deal. 

In my statement today, I would like to address the following four topics: 

First, Firestone takes responsibility for the safety of its customers. We 
have devoted all available resources and energy to the August 9, 2000 recall. We 
conducted extensive research to determine the causes of tread separations and roll- 
over crashes involving the Ford Explorer. We instituted targeted changes to improve 
our products and we have enhanced our ability to monitor the performance of our 
tires in the field. 

Second, Firestone tires on the road today are safe. The recall of more of our 
tires is not necessary and will not increase customer safety. I will present data that 
prove our tires on the road today are every bit as safe as the comparable competi- 
tors’ tires on the roads today. 

Third, to find the whole truth regarding Ford Explorer rollover crashes, 
it is imperative that the Congress, the NHTSA, and the public examine the 
vehicle issues as well as tire issues. I have said from the outset that no re- 
search, analysis or remedy for tire-related Explorer rollover crashes can be complete 
without carefully addressing the contribution of vehicle characteristics. Today, I will 
present claims data that show that the same tire on vehicles other than the Ex- 
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plorer performs quite well and that the tread separation rate, while still low, is ele- 
vated when that tire is on the Explorer. I will also present test data that precisely 
identifies that characteristic of the Explorer which makes it extraordinarily prone 
to rollover crashes in the event of a tread separation, an event that can happen with 
any tire. 

Finally, I want to take this public opportunity to make Firestone’s recommenda- 
tions as to how drivers can help protect themselves against the possibility of serious 
crashes like those that prompted the Committee to investigate this matter. 

II. THE RECALL 

Beginning on August 9, 2000, Firestone voluntarily recalled approximately 6.5 
million P235/75R15 ATX and Decatur Wilderness AT tires fitted primarily on the 
Ford Explorer family of vehicles. Our concern for the safety of our customers was 
paramount, so we took this action before we knew what caused the increased rate 
of tread separation claims. I am proud of the fact that our recall campaign was car- 
ried out very rapidly. From the date we announced the recall through January 2, 
2001, we replaced 92 percent of the tires. As of today, more than 6.3 million tires 
have been replaced, approximately 97 percent of the total number recalled. By any 
measure, this is an outstanding performance, and one which reflects well on every 
member of the Firestone team. 

III. FIRESTONE TIRES ON THE ROAD TODAY ARE SAFE 

On Monday, May 21, Firestone informed Ford Motor Company that it had no 
choice but to terminate its almost 100-year relationship and stop supplying tires to 
Ford. Firestone took this action because Ford simply refused to examine with Fire- 
stone what, if any, role the Ford Explorer had in the increased rate of tread separa- 
tion claims and the subsequent rollovers that led to the catastrophic accidents. In 
fact, in October 2000 I sent a letter to Mr. Nasser asking his cooperation into an 
investigation of both the vehicle and the tire. Regrettably, Ford refused to jointly 
investigate the vehicle. 

On May 22, Ford announced it would unilaterally recall all Wilderness AT tires 
fitted on Ford vehicles. We believe strongly that Ford’s action is motivated by a de- 
sire to divert attention from safety concerns of the Explorer. The data from both 
testing and actual experience on the highways simply do not support Ford’s deci- 
sion. Our tires on the road today are safe, and we do not intend to participate in 
Ford’s unnecessary and deceptively motivated action. 

Ford has claimed that Wilderness AT tires have higher rates of tread separation 
than competitive tires. Ford would not share with us complete test data or actual 
claims data on competitors’ tires. The data Ford did share with us shows that Ford 
used grossly unscientific procedures in its testing. As a result, we have done our 
own testing that I will summarize for you. 

First, we tested “peel force,” the amount of force needed to tear the two steel belts 
from a tire. We compared our tire with three major competitors’ tires that have also 
been fitted to the Ford Explorer either as original equipment or a replacement tire. 
As this chart (#1) shows, our tires out-performed two of the three competitors’ tires 
in this test. The results were similar when we subjected the tires to high tempera- 
tures to simulate hot climate driving. (Chart #2) 

Second, we conducted SAE high speed tests in which tires are intentionally run 
to the point of failure on a machine that pushes tires beyond their limits. Once 
again, the Wilderness AT outperformed several rivals and performed well within in- 
dustry norms. (Chart #3) 

Third, we performed vehicle tests where our tires were run on a test track mount- 
ed on a range of compact SUVs. With this test we measured the belt-edge tempera- 
ture of each tire on each vehicle after identical test cycles. (Chart #4) This test 
clearly shows that our tires were most heavily loaded on the Explorer. Additionally, 
other tests were performed on the 1997 Ford Explorer with a variety of competitor 
tires. The belt edge temperatures were measured and clearly show that damaging 
temperature increases at lower inflation pressures were greatest on the Explorer 
(Chart #5). These tests again revealed that the Wilderness AT is an excellent per- 
former, better than many rival products, and well within industry norms. But these 
tests also further suggest an Explorer issue. 

In contrast, Ford’s “rig” testing is grossly unscientific and must be disregarded. 
First, to test our tires, Ford used aged spare tires compared with new tires from 
our competitors. Indeed, some of the Firestone tires tested were nine years old. It 
is well known that tires naturally degrade over time, regardless of whether they are 
used on vehicles. The rubber in tires begins to degrade as soon as it leaves the 
plant. When you factor out the old Firestone tires that Ford tested, and just com- 
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pare our new tires with the competitors’ new tires, even Ford’s results show that 
our tires are as good as the competition! Second, Ford used surface temperature 
testing as opposed to internal temperature testing, the latter of which is needed to 
detect thermal conditions related to belt separation. No respected organization 
measures the surface temperature of tires to determine the likelihood of belt separa- 
tion. Given these examples, it is no surprise that Ford refused to share all of its 
data with Firestone. 

Now let’s look at real world performance. A comparison of Wilderness AT perform- 
ance tires fitted on the Explorer and other vehicles shows that tread separations 
with our tire happen disproportionately on the Explorer. We sold the same tires to 
Ford, designed and built to the identical specifications, for both the Explorer and 
the Ranger pickup truck. Claims for tread separation on the Explorer were as much 
as eight times greater in number than on the Ranger. (Chart #6) 

These results are for the same tires on two different Ford vehicles. In fact, at the 
time of shipment, we do not know which of our individual tires sent to Ford are 
to be mounted on which vehicle. The fact that the very same tire performs so dif- 
ferently on these two vehicles is proof positive that there is something at work here 
other than a tire issue. Again, it is no wonder why Ford refused to give us produc- 
tion data for the Ranger for nearly six months. As soon as we received the required 
data from Ford this spring, the data convinced us that something about the Explorer 
must account for the high number of tire failures and subsequent rollover accidents. 

Real world claims data provide further evidence of the Explorer’s extraordinary 
history of tread separation claims. For example, our ATX tires sold as original 
equipment on the Explorer were also sold as replacement tires for a broad range 
of similar vehicles from other manufacturers. Over seven years, there were six times 
as many tread separation claims for the Ford Explorer, within the replacement tire 
population that included other vehicles, than there were for other vehicles (claims 
per 100,000 tires). (Chart #7) Again, the very same tire failed at a greatly higher 
rate on the Explorer. 

Ford also claims that its successful experience with Goodyear tires on the Ex- 
plorer proves the need for its further recall of Wilderness tires. Once again, Ford 
has misused data to produce a conclusion that supports its false statements. For ex- 
ample, it directly compares Firestone and Goodyear claims without mentioning that 
a greater number of Firestone-equipped Explorers were shipped to hot weather 
states where the tires were pushed to extremes and tread separation occurred. 
(Chart #8) Ford states that there were only two claims for tread separation on Good- 
year tires. News reports alone tell us there have been at least 13 incidents involving 
tread separations of Goodyear and other manufacturers’ tires followed by Explorer 
rollover crashes. But we don’t have to rely on news reports alone. Ford’s own inter- 
nal document — identified as Document 54 in last fall’s hearing — states that Ford 
knew of the possibility of at least 10 tread separations on Goodyear tires (Attach- 
ment 1) and physical evidence of these separations is readily available (Attachment 
2). In fact, while Ford would have you believe that tread separations are proof of 
defect, and that only Firestone tires experience tread separations, the reality is 
quite different. (Attachments 3 and 3A) All tire manufacturers, including Goodyear, 
acknowledge that tires are not indestructible, that tread separations are the most 
common form of a tire disablement and that a tread separation is not evidence of 
a defect. 

Ford has also attempted to cloud the issue of the durability of our tires by making 
unsubstantiated allegations regarding construction. But again, whether is the thick- 
ness of the wedge material at the belt edge (Chart #9) or claims about our mate- 
rials, the data shows our tires are as good or better than the competition. 

Ford’s comparison of Firestone to Goodyear is further flawed by the inclusion of 
claims associated with the 6.5 million tires recalled by Firestone last year. Ford’s 
use of claims on those tires to characterize tires on the road today is patently false 
and misleading. 

The rationale and data put forward by Ford to explain its current recall of Wilder- 
ness AT tires is unsupported by test data, by real world experience, and by Ford’s 
own statements about the tires. Ford’s selective use of data, biased test procedures 
and contradictory statements show that its recall is at best a poorly documented 
public relations exercise designed to protect the image of a profitable product that 
represents approximately Vs of every profit dollar — the Explorer. I am deeply con- 
cerned that this campaign at Ford is also an attempt to scapegoat our tires by falsely 
alarming consumers about their safety. In the process, Ford may be hiding from con- 
sumers, regulators, and Congress some very real safety problems of their vehicle 
which should be addressed honestly and seriously. 

Mr. Chairman, the extensive testing data and the voluminous record of real world 
performance of our tires shows that they are safe. There is no need for a recall of 
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those tires. However, there is a need for industry and government to work together 
honestly to continue to improve safety for the motoring public. 

IV. THE VEHICLE 

The tire and the vehicle must be regarded as a system. We have consistently 
urged Congress, the NHTSA, and Ford to look at this phenomenon in a balanced 
way — that is, to look at both the tire and the vehicle. Indeed, on October 23, 2000, 
I wrote Mr. Nasser a letter asking his support for a joint investigation into both 
the tire and the vehicle. However, Ford has refused to work with us to examine the 
vehicle and tire as a system. They have steadfastly urged Congress, the NHTSA, 
and the American public to consider this strictly a tire issue and not a vehicle issue. 

We have had a growing and ultimately overwhelming conviction that tire design 
and manufacturing issues alone simply cannot account for what has been happening 
with the Explorer. There is no doubt that tire failures have become relatively rare 
in the past few decades. Still, cars and trucks are equipped with spare tires, jacks 
and lug wrenches precisely because when a tire fails, for whatever reason, auto 
manufacturers contemplate you will be alive to change your tire when you need to. 
We must ask ourselves why are tire failures on the Ford Explorer all too often not 
a benign event, but often a catastrophic one? Why is it that, if a rear tire separates 
on an Explorer, the driver often loses control and crashes? We couldn’t help but 
think that this should not be happening; a driver should be able to pull over, not 
roll over. 

Since Ford was unwilling to participate in a joint analysis of its product, we were 
forced to conduct our own research into the role of the vehicle. A survey of what 
we have learned about the vehicle is found at Attachment 4 (Analysis of the Ford 
Explorer). Our root cause analysis made clear that vehicle weight and low inflation 
pressure are very significant factors that can lead to tread separations. The Ex- 
plorer is a heavy vehicle and Ford recommended the bare minimum inflation pres- 
sure of 26 PSI. In short, Ford designed the Explorer with minimal reserve load. 

As part of our root cause analysis, we learned that, in fact, in 1995, Ford in- 
creased the weight of some models of the Model Year 1996 Explorer by over 600 
pounds from the initial weight when the Explorer was first introduced. (Charts #10 
and #11) In this respect, it is no surprise that the 1996 Explorer is the vehicle that 
appears most often in the claims and lawsuits alleging a tread separation. As every- 
one now knows, tires can lose as much as 1 psi per month. Ford’s recommendation 
of a 26 PSI inflation pressure diminished the load reserve of the Explorer and its 
tires to an unacceptable level (Chart #12). Our analysis shows that the tire inflation 
safety factor for the Explorer is far below that of other popular SUVs we examined. 

Given the combination of a heavy vehicle with minimal inflation pressure, it 
stands to reason that the tire failure rate on the Explorer would be higher than 
other SUVs. This is exactly what the data shows. As I stated above, the Wilderness 
AT tires that Ford is replacing are performing well. The relatively few claims that 
exist stem almost exclusively from tires fitted on Ford Explorers. Based on these 
facts, it is apparent that there are vehicle issues at work here. 

Moreover, when a tread does separate from a tire, the separation itself ordinarily 
does not have a catastrophic effect on the vehicle. There is no explosion or impact 
that radically upsets the attitude or direction of the vehicle. Engineers think of 
tread separation in three phases, pre-separation, separation, and post-separation. In 
pre-separation, the tire becomes out-of-round due to the tread beginning to detach. 
The irregular shape of the tire creates a vibration in the vehicle, warning the driver 
that a tire failure is occurring. This ordinarily signals a driver to reduce power and 
beginning pulling off the road. 

The separation event itself often creates a loud noise, as the tread flaps against 
the vehicle’s bodywork before becoming entirely detached. Despite the noise, forces 
imparted to the vehicle are minimal. The tire casing is normally intact and remains 
inflated. The driver should be able to maintain control of the vehicle with very 
slight steering inputs. Carr Engineering, who performed tread separation tests for 
Ford, compared these steering inputs to those made to correct for wind gusts or 
when encountering water puddles on the highway. The overwhelming scientific lit- 
erature agrees with Carr Engineering on this point. 

In the post-separation phase, the vehicle is continuing on the roadway with three 
intact tires and one tire, which, while still inflated and supporting the vehicle’s 
weight, lacks its tread. Normally, nothing catastrophic occurs here, and the driver 
is easily able to maintain control. 

The real world data shows that with the Explorer, the occupants are at much 
greater risk than in comparable SUVs. An analysis of the Florida Traffic Crash 
Database for Explorer Model Years 1994-2000 shows that in a single-vehicle, tire- 
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related highway accident, the Explorer rolls over at nearly four times the rate of 
other comparable SUVs. The rate of fatalities in single vehicle highway incidents 
is nearly twice that of other comparable SUVs. (Charts #13 and #14) Still additional 
analysis of the Florida data shows that the Explorer rolls over at nearly twice the 
rate of all other mid-size SUVs in a single-vehicle, non-tire-related highway acci- 
dents (Chart #15). A summary of this information is contained in “Florida Crash, 
Rollover, and Fatal Accident Rates Based on Vehicle Registrations” at Attachment 
5. These analyses clearly suggest that there is a vehicle issue at work here. 

Ford’s own engineering documents show that Ford was acutely aware, as early as 
1981, of the critical handling requirements for sport utility vehicles such as the Ex- 
plorer. Ford’s experience with the rollover-prone Bronco II, the Explorer’s prede- 
cessor, proved that special attention must be given to SUV handling to avoid roll- 
overs. Ford recognized that keeping the vehicle axis parallel to the direction of trav- 
el is essential to reducing rollover accidents. Any design that allows an SUV to turn 
sideways to the direction of travel would greatly increase the chance for a rollover. 
This could be avoided by giving the driver safe handling qualities that maximize the 
chances of maintaining directional control. 

Automotive engineers, including Ford’s, intentionally incorporate a handling prop- 
erty called “understeer” in their vehicle design to help drivers maintain directional 
control. Understeer is a forgiving, predictable, handling characteristic and its effect 
is to provide predictable, progressive response to steering inputs. To turn the vehicle 
harder, or at a higher rate of lateral acceleration, the driver need only turn the 
wheel farther. 

The opposite of understeer is oversteer. When engineers say a vehicle is over- 
steering they are talking about a circumstance where the rear wheels are not track- 
ing the front wheels and the back end of the vehicle swings around. Engineers de- 
scribe an oversteer vehicle as directionally unstable. Trying to steer a directionally 
unstable vehicle characteristically causes it to spinout. That is a perilous position 
for a vehicle with a rollover tendency. 

We have studied internal Ford engineering analyses of Explorer handling made 
throughout the vehicle’s design and development. (Attachment 6) Many com- 
promises were made to give the truck-based Explorer a softer, car-like ride, and 
these compromises may have also had the undesirable effect of reducing understeer 
and increasing significantly the amount of oversteer in the Explorer after a tire 
problem. The shift from understeer to a significant oversteer could cause drivers to 
lose control of Explorers following tread separations. The analysis of Dr. Dennis 
Guenther, a renowned vehicle dynamics engineer at Ohio State University who was 
hired by Firestone’s defense counsel in October 2000, proves that this is often what 
happens to Explorers. 

In the course of Dr. Guenther’s work, it became clear that an analysis of the Ex- 
plorer’s handling dynamics in tread separations would help us understand why all 
of these accidents were occurring. In May 2001, at Firestone’s request, Dr. Guenther 
began a series of tests of SUV handling at the Transportation Research Center 
(TRC) in East Liberty, Ohio. The tests were designed to examine the controllability 
of the Explorer and that of comparable SUVs, following a tread separation. The 
tests conducted to date evaluated 1996 4x2, four-door Explorer handling compared 
with that of the popular Jeep Cherokee and the Chevrolet Blazer. The tests that 
were conducted are universally recognized, standard tests used by automobile man- 
ufacturers, including Ford. A detailed description of the tests and their results is 
found at Attachment 7. 

The results of these tests were both enlightening and deeply disturbing. Dr. Guen- 
ther determined that with a tread separation of a rear tire, the Explorer becomes 
an oversteering vehicle in most situations, while the other tested SUV’s maintain 
a safe reserve of understeer. The driver of an Explorer with four intact tires has 
the benefit of a small margin of understeer to provide predictable handling. When 
that same driver experiences an otherwise benign tread separation event, he must 
maintain control of a vehicle whose handling characteristics have suddenly and pro- 
foundly changed. As noted previously, the rear end of the now-oversteering vehicle 
has a tendency to swing toward the outside of a turn, and the driver may be com- 
pletely unprepared to react appropriately. This chain-of-events typically results in 
a spinout, which is a perilous position for a vehicle, like the Explorer, with a roll- 
over tendency. 

The other SUVs tested by Dr. Guenther never became oversteer vehicles. Tread 
separation reduced the understeer of these vehicles somewhat, but there was still 
a significant reserve to maintain predictable handling. The differences measured are 
substantial. For example, the Cherokee with a separated rear tire still has more 
understeer than an Explorer with four good tires. (Charts #16 and #17) 
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As I explained, the findings of Dr. Guenther concerning the handling deficiencies 
of the Explorer are supported by the real world data. If we need any further proof 
that the Explorer’s handling should be evaluated, we need look no further than Ven- 
ezuela. Plagued with reports of rollover crashes in that country, Ford engineers in 
1999 questioned why only their vehicles “suffer accidents” while other Firestone- 
shod SUVs did not. Ford, in an effort to stem the accidents, offered to sell con- 
sumers suspension upgrades to improve stability, and later replaced all Firestone 
tires with other brands. Even so, since May 2000, there have been 43 judicially con- 
firmed Explorer rollover crashes in Venezuela — all of them on competitor’s tires. 
(Chart #18) In the last 10 days alone, four people in Venezuela have died in Ford 
Explorer rollover accidents. The two vehicles involved in these accidents were 
equipped with competing tire brands. The Venezuelan Consumer protection agency 
has contemplated having the Explorer banned from the country. 

Last fall Firestone was roundly criticized by this Committee for not acting when 
faced with data coming out of Venezuela and other countries. Indeed, at this Com- 
mittee’s urging, Congress passed the TREAD Act largely in response to that very 
situation. Shame on us now if, just a few months later, we ignore new data coming 
out of Venezuela and do not adequately investigate the Explorer. Perhaps Ford will 
be more responsive to requests from this Committee for accident and claims data 
relating to the Venezuelan Explorer rollovers . . . they have steadfastly refused to 
give that information to Bridgestone/Firestone. 

As the Committee is aware, we took the initial findings of Dr. Guenther’s research 
to the NHTSA as soon as the tests were complete. On May 31, 2001, I met with 
Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta and Acting NHTSA Administrator Robert 
Shelton to discuss these findings. I discussed with the NHTSA the need for a thor- 
ough investigation of the Ford Explorer. We did this, not because we are having a 
feud with Ford Motor Company. We acted because of our overriding concern for 
safety. We believe that to truly protect the public, safety investigations must iden- 
tify and evaluate all of the factors that contribute to accidents. 

V. CONCLUSION 

To date, the Federal Government has focused almost solely on the tire, and we 
accept that scrutiny of our products. But the data and Dr. Guenther’s report show 
that the problem is not nearly so simple. There are critical aspects of vehicle han- 
dling that contribute powerfully to the risk of rollover crashes following tread sepa- 
rations. 

For the Committee’s consideration in reviewing this matter, we have attached ad- 
ditional relevant data and information at Attachment 8. 

We are not asking the NHTSA or Congress to make a conclusive judgement based 
on our ongoing study. We are asking that the NHTSA view this study as proof that 
there are vehicle issues at work here. These vehicle issues call out for scrutiny. 

I want to again commend the Committee and staff for its hard work and persist- 
ence in investigating the causes of these rollover accidents. The public has a right 
to a thorough analysis of this problem with the full cooperation of affected compa- 
nies. We have an obligation to provide that cooperation even when, and especially 
when, it might disclose problems with our products. Your oversight will help to as- 
sure that this occurs. 

The timing of today’s hearing, at the beginning of the summer driving season, pro- 
vides us with an important opportunity to educate the driving public about how 
they can assure safe highway travel. Let me conclude by providing two rec- 
ommendations from Firestone: 

First, do think about your tires, whatever brand they are. Make sure they are al- 
ways properly inflated. And ask your tire dealer to examine them for damage 
if you have any doubts. 

Second, avoid overloading your vehicle, as this can both upset its handling and ex- 
ceed the capacity of its tires. Again, the vehicle manufacturer’s recommenda- 
tions should be followed carefully. 

Thank you again for inviting me to appear. I look forward to answering your ques- 
tions. 


Analysis of the Ford Explorer 

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AND INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this analysis is to address the myth with respect to the Ford Ex- 
plorer that rollover crashes that occur following a tread separation are attributable 
in any way to tire design or tire manufacturing. In fact, as the data presented in 
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this analysis conclusively demonstrate, tire issues can not account for the high risk 
and rate of Ford Explorer rollover crashes. This analysis concludes that, based on 
the design and development of the Explorer, real world data on Explorer control 
problems, an engineering analysis of the Explorer, and the substance of Ford’s own 
presentation to NHTSA concerning Explorer vehicle dynamics, the rollover problem 
is rooted in the Explorer, not tires. 

A. Design and Development 

For 20 years Ford engineers have known that so-called “understeer” is the pri- 
mary vehicle design factor that prevents vehicle rollover and that an “oversteering” 
vehicle can and likely will result in loss of control that foreseeably could lead to a 
rollover and other accidents. In fact, Ford engineers recommended to management 
major changes to the suspension, engine height and track width of the Explorer to 
increase understeer in all conditions and to increased Explorer rollover resistance. 
Ford management ignored or rejected these recommendations. 

Instead, Ford decided to create a public relations “image” for the Explorer as a 
safe vehicle. The Company manipulated the rollout of the Explorer, including its de- 
sign and testing, solely to get the new vehicle to “look” or “seem” like it was stable, 
and regardless of the effect such manipulations might have on controllability. By 
putting profits and public relations image in front of sound engineering principles, 
Ford caused two catastrophic consequences. First, Ford reduced the margin of safety 
for tires that it specified to Firestone, causing the rare but now highly publicized 
phenomenon of tread separations on Explorers. Second, because of the vehicle’s de- 
sign, the Explorer, following a tread separation, immediately transitions to an 
oversteer truck that is likely to go out of control and roll over. Ford’s flawed deci- 
sions are confirmed by real world data. 

B. Real World Data 

As the following data suggest, the Explorer rollover problem is not a case of a 
“bad tire,” but of a vehicle control problem: 

1) Wilderness AT 15” tires provided to General Motors and not recalled last year 

have only 2 tread separation claims on 3.1 million tires. 

2) The non-recalled Wilderness AT 15” tires have a tread separation claims rate 

eight times higher on the Explorer than on the Ford Ranger. The tires on each 
are exactly the same. 

3) The total number of tread separation claims and lawsuits for the 13 million tires 

Ford is replacing is 118, less than 10 parts per million or 0.0009%, which pro- 
vides no rationale, other than a suspect one, for Ford’s $3 billion replacement 
campaign. 

4) Based on the Florida Traffic Crash Database, the odds of an Explorer rolling over 

in a single-vehicle highway tire-related incident are 4.35 compared to 1.92 odds 
for comparable SUVs. The odds ratio of a fatality occurring in such an accident 
is nearly three times greater with the Explorer according to Florida data, and 
four times greater according to Texas data. 

This data proves that the Explorer, in single vehicle, tire related highway inci- 
dents simply does not perform as safely as its competitors, which is confirmed and 
explained by the recent engineering analysis conducted by Dr. Dennis A. Guenther. 

C. Engineering Analysis 

According to a recent engineering analysis conducted by Dr. Dennis A. Guenther, 
a Professor of Mechanical Engineering at Ohio State University, the Explorer is 
often an oversteer vehicle after it experiences tread separation, which makes the 
Explorer vehicle directionally unstable and subject to loss of control in the hands 
of most drivers. Dr. Guenther’s analysis found that: 

1) Explorer models he has tested, as designed, have a significantly lower amount 

of understeer — less than half as much — than the other SUVs he evaluated. 

2) The Explorer loses much of its small margin of understeer when it is loaded to 

gross vehicle weight rating — the other SUVs do not. 

3) The Explorer models tested, unlike other SUVs tested, lose all of their understeer 

and become oversteer vehicles in most circumstances following tread separation 
on a left rear tire, the predominant tire position in Explorer tread separation 
crashes the other SUVs do not. 

4) An oversteer vehicle is extremely difficult for most drivers to control, particularly 

at interstate highway speeds where it can become directionally unstable. 

Dr. Guenther concludes that the oversteer problem in the Explorer should be re- 
ported as a safety defect within the meaning of the National Highway Traffic and 
Motor Vehicle Safety Act. F ord Explorer rollover phenomenon is the result of a vehi- 
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cle problem not a tire problem, and should be regarded as a safety defect within 
the meaning of the National Highway Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act. 

D. Misleading Ford Filing to NHTSA 

Ford’s March 2001 filing with the NHTSA concerning the Explorer’s loss of control 
following a tread separation contains inaccuracies and misinformation that rein- 
forces Ford’s irresponsible reaction to the rollover problem, as the following compo- 
nent of that filing suggests. 

Ford suggested in its filing to the NHTSA that tread separation is a “fundamental 
cause” of loss of vehicle control that “overwhelms differences in design among vehi- 
cle claims or within vehicle classes,” and that, in this setting, “Explorers perform 
like all other vehicles.” Ford based that statement, however, on a so-called high lat- 
eral acceleration maneuver, where most drivers do not operate their vehicles. In fact, 
the maneuver most often used to correct for the small event of drag following a 
tread separation or in bringing a vehicle to the shoulder is a very small steer input 
resulting in a so-called low lateral acceleration maneuver, even at highway speeds. 
In such a normal driving maneuver, Explorers do not perform like other vehicles, 
since they lack the necessary margin of understeer to remain directionally control- 
lable in highway maneuvers involved in normal driving. 

E. Conclusion 

Taken together, these factors provide disturbing evidence that Ford, when given 
the opportunity to act responsibly to ensure the safety and stability of the Explorer, 
has acted instead to shift blame and obfuscate the facts concerning the safety of its 
best selling vehicle. As the following analysis confirms, the rollover phenomenon is 
a vehicle problem that requires forthright and responsible investigation. 

II. DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE EXPLORER 


A. Introduction 

Ford engineers have known for over 20 years that the most important vehicle 
characteristic in maintaining control and reducing SUV propensity for rollover is 
understeer. The company’s engineering documents identify understeer as a “first 
order effect” and the “primary factor influencing roll-over propensity.” 1 The problem 
with an oversteering vehicle, in terms of rollover propensity, is that it can and likely 
will result in the back end of the vehicle coming around — a loss of control — with the 
vehicle ending up sideways to its path of travel. The resultant side forces (“lateral 
acceleration” in engineering terms) are what bring about rollover. 2 

Ford also recognized that the rollover stability of a vehicle is affected by its sta- 
bility index, the relationship of center of gravity height and the track width of the 
vehicle. In light of these vehicle control and stability principles, Ford engineers 
adopted a “handling strategy” with respect to the Explorer to “increase understeer 
in all conditions”, 3 and they recommended to Ford management major changes to 
the suspension, reduction in the engine height to lower center of gravity, and in- 
crease in the track width of the vehicle to make the Explorer more resistant to roll- 
over than the Bronco II. 4 

Ford’s knowledge of the critical importance of understeer was not acted upon, 
however, and Ford management rejected the center of gravity and track width rec- 
ommendations of its engineers that would have made the Explorer more resistant 
to rollover. 

Rather than doing what good engineering required to make the Explorer safe, 
with an acceptable margin of control Ford decided on a course of creating a public 
relations “image” for the Explorer as a safe vehicle. It did this by making a vehicle 
that could pass so-called “J-Turn” and “Consumer Union” lane change tests, even 
though it knew and took the position internally that the maneuvers in those tests 
were “not representative of what is happening in the real world.” 5 It also decided 
to rely on the less aggressive driving habits of members of the family car market 
into which it sold the Explorer to give the vehicle a statistics-based “image” of roll- 
over safety in spite of the stability shortcomings of the vehicle. 6 

Unfortunately for Firestone’s reputation, Ford carried out the design tradeoffs and 
manipulations required for the public relations image it sought primarily by letting 
air out of the Explorer’s tires. In a 1989 Development Report on “Suspension Devel- 


‘Ford Program Report 000000393-98, “Roll Over Stability,” February 3, 1981. 

2 Id. 

3 Ford engineering document EXP3 1107, “Subject: UN46 Handling/Stability Status.” 

4 Ford engineering document EXP4 1581-84, “Proposed UN-46 Chassis Design Modifications.” 

5 Ford document EXPI 0622, email from White to Houston, September 11, 1989. 

6 Ford engineering document EXP3 1108, “Subject: 1990 Explorer Handling Stability.” 
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opment Status,” after noting that they had investigated variations in tire pressure 
“as means to achieving the UN46 [Explorer] ride and handling objective,” Ford engi- 
neers recommended use of “reductions in tire pressure to meet the program objec- 
tives” for both ride and handling. 7 

Similarly, in addressing rollover stability, Ford engineers adopted a “strategy” of 
limiting cornering capacity of the large tires demanded by the Ford marketing de- 
partment by, again, reducing air pressure. 8 

When it came to creating understeer, the Ford engineers again turned to lower 
tire pressure. 9 

By putting profits and public relations image in front of sound engineering prin- 
ciples, Ford caused two catastrophic consequences. First, Ford reduced the margin 
of safety for the tires that it specified to Firestone, contributing to the rare but now 
highly publicized phenomenon of tread separations on Explorers. Second, because of 
the vehicle’s design, the Explorer, following a rear tire tread separation, imme- 
diately transitions to an oversteer truck that is likely to go out of control and roll 
over in the hands of the ordinary driver. 

B. Development of the Explorer 

1. Initial Design Flaws Based on Bronco II and Tire Manipulations — Ford’s inter- 
nal documents describe the Explorer as a new and freshened Bronco II. Ford ini- 
tially intended to continue using the Bronco II name, but decided to change the 
name to Explorer when the Bronco II came under fire for rollover problems and 
Ford sought to distance itself from criticisms of the Bronco II. 10 

As early as 1986, Ford engineers started playing with tire sizes to address rollover 
stability, rather than making more fundamental changes in their vehicles. Ford en- 
gineers labeled the P195 tires as the “base tire” on the Bronco II to achieve a satis- 
factory “stability index” because the Bronco II with P215 tires, which it sold as an 
option tire on the Bronco II, could not pass Ford’s rollover stability tests." One Ford 
engineer questioned this approach: “Shouldn’t we be looking at more permanent 
ways of improving the stability index of Bronco II other than small tires?” 12 Another 
Ford engineering document explained that the company chose to play with tire size 
rather than spend the time and money to create a truly safer vehicle: 

Stability index requirements are always tied to base vehicle (this decision was 
reached with help of OGC [Office of the General Counsel]). Since the P215 
pushes the stability index below the accepted minimum of 2.1, the suspension 
guys felt they need to retain a tire that has the minimum S.I. Better alter- 
natives to tire size are for example 
— lowering vehicle 

— lowering CG by adding weight low in vehicle 
Cost and timing implications of these kind of actions have always stalled them 
in their tracks to White. 13 

In designing the Explorer, Ford stuck with the basic Bronco II frame and suspen- 
sion, and utilized the same philosophy of playing with tires to address rollover sta- 
bility concerns. As a result, the Explorer shared virtually the same track width, 
high engine mount, obsolete suspension, and elevated center of gravity as its parent 
vehicle, the Bronco II. “[G]iven the fundamental constraints imposed by the vehicle 
package and suspension ‘type’” carried over from the Bronco II, Ford struggled to 
reduce the Explorer’s rollover propensity; 14 most of Ford’s struggles involved speci- 
fying the tires rather than changing the vehicle. 

2. Explorer Testing — Unrealistic Measure of Vehicle Safety — Ford required that 
the Explorer pass “J-Turn tests,” an unrealistic maneuver invented by the Insur- 
ance Institute for Highway Safety in the early 1980s, before being released for pro- 
duction. 15 A “J-Turn test” is an extreme turn at a given rate speed (usually 45 or 
60 mph), and an evaluation of whether the vehicle’s tires lift off the ground. In addi- 
tion, while not a formal requirement, the Consumer Union’s lane-change rollover 


7 Ford engineering document EXPU 1458-60, “Development Report.” See also, Ford engineer- 
ing document EXPT 1497-1503, “Development Report.” 

8 See, e.g., Ford engineering document EXP4 1273-74, “Subject: UN46 status.” 

9 See, e.g., Ford engineering document EXP4 0193, “UN46 Analysis.” See also Id. 

10 See, e.g., Ford media relations document EXP4 1280-84, “Explorer Q&A.” 

11 See Ford document 000012766-67, memorandum from Snodgrass to Bacigalupi and Vought, 
September 3, 1986. See also note 5. 

12 See Ford document 000012765, memorandum from Bacigalupi to Snodgrass, September 5, 
1986. 

"Ford document 000008940, memorandum from Bacigalupi to White, October 6, 1986. 

14 See note 6. 

'‘•Id. 



Ill 


stability test “became an implicit requirement for the Explorer due to the potential 
for adverse publicity” if it failed. 16 

Because of these image and litigation-driven requirements, the development of the 
Explorer turned into a story of tweaking the vehicle and the tires in an attempt 
to pass these tests, while at the same time providing a softer rider acceptable to 
Ford’s target marketing group — families. Even though Ford’s internal documents 
had identified understeer as the most important vehicle handling characteristic in 
maintaining directional control and reducing rollover exposure, 17 the design trade- 
offs made by Ford to pass J-Turn and Consumer Union tests did not address or seek 
to increase understeer and the degradation they caused in the vehicles control 
charicteristics. 

In late 1988, more than a year before the Explorer’s spring 1990 introduction, 
computer modeling showed that “the vehicle still has 2 wheel lift no matter what 
tire is on it, 225/70, 215/75 or 205/75.” 18 In February 1989, the computer simulation 
continued to show unacceptable rollover performance with certain P245 and P225 
tires. 19 The result remained poor in computer simulations after lowering the rear 
of the vehicle by one-half inch with 26 psi in the tires. 20 

Undeterred by these results, Ford management concluded in late February 1989 
that with 26 psi in the P235 and P245 tires, and tweaks to the suspension, sta- 
bilizer bar and a one-half inch reduction in rear ride height, the Explorer would 
meet its handling objectives. 21 

Ford then tried every trick in the book to get the vehicle to pass the J-turn test, 
including in one March 1989 simulation placing all four test dummies on the vehi- 
cle’s floor to lower the vehicle’s center of gravity. The Explorer still failed the test. 22 
Later in March 1989, the Explorer failed J-Turn tests with a variety of tire pressure 
and suspension configurations. 23 At one point, it was proposed that if the marketing 
implications were not too great, the P225 tire be the largest tire allowed on the ve- 
hicle and that the maximum load allowed for the vehicle be reduced. 24 Even in Au- 
gust 1989, the Explorer failed J-Turn tests at its Arizona proving grounds with 35 
psi in the P235 tires. 25 

Concerned over the Explorer’s struggling performance in rollover stability tests, 
in June 1989 Ford management actively considered releasing the 4-door Explorer 
on P225 tires as a “strawman” because it would pass the Consumer Union test with 
those tires, though not with P235 tires. Six months later, after the “strawman” 
passed the test, Ford could quietly release the 2-door and 4-door on P235 tires. 26 
Thus, Ford cynically manipulated not only the design of the Explorer, but also the 
testing, solely to get the new Explorer to “look” or “seem” like it was stable, regard- 
less of whether it really was or not and regardless of the effect such manipulations 
might have the margin of safe controllability. 

3. Manipulative Marketing — Ford not only manipulated the design of the Explorer 
to make the vehicle seem like it was rollover resistant but also to make it seem to 
the consumer something it was not — a passenger car. 27 The Explorer is in fact a 
“Light Truck” derived from the Bronco II and Ranger trucks, not a passenger car. 
Nevertheless, driven by its intense marketing determination to get suburban “soccer 
moms” to buy and drive the vehicle, Ford imposed upon the vehicle design a pas- 
senger-car-like ride. 28 Ford accomplished this by, among other things, softening the 
suspension, using a P-metric (passenger car) tire, and taking air out of the tires. 29 
Knowing that this passenger-car-like vehicle would be just as likely to roll over as 
the Bronco II, Ford intentionally designed excessive body roll into it to act as a de- 


16 Id. 

17 See note 1. 

18 Ford document EXPT 1047-49, memorandum from Figliomeni to Avouris, November 29, 

1988. 

19 Ford document EXPU 1959, memorandum from Figliomeni to Avouris, February 3, 1989. 

20 Ford document EXP7 2273, memorandum from Figliomeni to Avouris [undated]. 

21 Ford document EXPU 9476-78, “Development Report.” 

22 See Ford document EXPT 1168, email from Avouris to Campbell, March 8, 1989. 

23 Ford document EXP4 1276, memorandum from Starr to Avouris and Campbell, May 10, 

1989. 

24 See Ford document EXPT 0785-86, “UN46 Development Status.”; see also Ford document 
EXPT 0569, “Subject: 1990° UN-46 Chassis Revisions and Tire Availability,” July 6, 1989. 

25 See deposition of Thomas B. Baughman in Bailey v. Ford Motor Company, at 78-81. 

26 See Ford document EXPT 0570-71, email from Stornant to Campbell, June 23, 1989. 

27 See, e.g., Ford document EXP2 1578, “Inter-office Memorandum,” June 9, 1987. 

28 See, e.g., Ford document EXPN 0175, at 0180-81, “Dealer Launch and Resource Guide.”; 
Ford document 000057450-52, Ford press release. 

29 See, e.g., note 24. 
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terrent to the driver against making sharp turns that might result in rollover. 30 
This change was made even though the relatively low damping of body roll ad- 
versely affects controllability of the Explorer. This change, coupled with Ford’s other 
design tradeoffs intended to provide a vehicle more resistant to rollover allegations 
rather than to improve safety, ultimately resulted in the sacrifice of the amount of 
understeer and other contributions to a proper formation of controllability necessary 
to provide reasonable consumer safety in foreseeable tire failure circumstances. 

4. Flawed Tire Decisions — In the fall of 1989, an engineer warned that the Office 
of the General Counsel of Ford was “arming themselves for one more attempt 
to ... restrict [the Explorer] to P225 tires.” 31 Obviously, the attempt by the lawyers 
to address a safety issue failed. Ford sold the Explorer with optional P235 tires. 

Ford engineering documents summarize the Explorer’s twisted development his- 
tory by conceding failure: 

The 1990 Explorer has been designed to achieve the best possible handling sta- 
bility given the fundamental constraints imposed by the vehicle package and 
suspension “type” ... To achieve the stated [stability] values, the Explorer has 
been lowered to the maximum extent possible. The relatively high engine posi- 
tion of the Explorer, unchanged from Bronco II, prevents further significant im- 
provement in Stability Index without extensive suspension, frame and 
sheetmetal revisions. 32 

Ford recognized that the Explorer, particularly the 2-door with P235 tires likely 
would fail the Consumer Union test. 33 

With all of Ford’s design manipulations to achieve the appearance of rollover sta- 
bility, the Explorer nevertheless remained an unstable vehicle when it was sold to 
the public beginning in 1990. Both computer simulations and Ford’s actual testing 
in 1989 showed that the 2-door Explorer with P235 tires was as unstable as the 
highly criticized Bronco II, and the 4-door was only slightly better. 34 When Ford en- 
gineers recommended major changes to the front suspension, steering system, and 
rollover stability dimensions in order to make the vehicle as resistant to rollover as 
they knew it needed to be, management rejected the proposals because they would 
interfere with “Job 1.” Internally, “Job 1” at Ford meant meeting the March 1990 
initial production date. 35 Ford reasoned that even though it did not make needed 
fundamental changes to the Explorer in development, it would still perform better 
than the Bronco II in rollover statistics because of the longer wheelbase and in- 
creased understeer (largely from reduced tire pressure) and more conservative driv- 
ers. “With the high (80/20) mix of 4dr vehicles, we can expect a less aggressive driv- 
er profile with a corresponding reduction in all accident statistics.” 36 Ford internal 
documents show that Ford management blithely “accepted [thel risk” that the Ex- 
plorer would have a higher rollover risk with the larger P235 tire. 37 

Ford also blithely “accepted the risk” that the vehicle would become uncontrol- 
lable in foreseeable circumstances, such as tire failures. As Ford recently admitted 
to NHTSA, 38 it simply chose not to test to determine how much tire tread/belt sepa- 
ration, which it admitted to be foreseeable, would reduce understeer and control- 
lability and thus lead to unnecessary accidents. Ford failed to do such testing even 
though it knew from tire testing it had done and decades of use of numerous tire 
brands on the cars it manufactured that tire tread/belt separations could occur with 
the tires to be used on the Explorer. Contrary to Ford’s assertions in the March 
NHTSA presentation, there was nothing about the Explorer design that was in- 
tended to or did ensure vehicle controllability in the event of tread separation. 

C. The Weight of the Explorer Further Stresses the Tires 

That F ord took air out of the tires to increase the Explorer’s rollover stability can- 
not be reasonably disputed. Nor can it be disputed that weight — i.e., the load placed 
on tires — is a factor in tire life. Dr. Sanjay Govindjee from the University of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley established that vehicle loading is a very significant factor lead- 
ing to tread belt separations. 39 It also cannot be disputed that at 26 psi, Ford left 
a very small leading margin for safety in the tires. 


so See, e.g., note 3. 

31 Ford document EXP 0625, email from Stornant to White, September 11, 1989. 

32 Ford engineering document EXP3 1108, “Subject: 1990 Explorer Handling Stability.” 

33 Id. 

34 See, e.g., Ford email EXPI 0619-20, email from Stornant to White, September 12, 1989. 

35 See note 4. 

36 Ford engineering document EXP3 1108, “Subject: 1990 Explorer Handling Stability.” 

31 See note 34. 

38 Ford document, “Firestone Tire Root Cause Update and Explorer Vehicle Dynamics Presen- 
tation,” March 28-29, 2001, at page TH-3 132. 

39 See Firestone Tire Failure Analysis, Dr. Sanjay Govindjee, January 30, 2001, at 35. 
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The P235 tire at 26 psi on the Explorer has a margin for safety in terms of weight 
of about 150 pounds. At 23 psi, that tire on several versions of the Explorer has 
reached its maximum load at the GAWR of the vehicle. 40 Below 23 psi, the tire 
would be overloaded. In fact, through 1996, Ford continually added weight to the 
Explorer. The 1990 4x4 4-door increased from about 5,000 pounds to nearly 5,400 
pounds in 1993 to well over 5,600 pounds in 1996. It is no surprise that a significant 
majority of the claims that Firestone has received is on the heavier Explorers. 

In fact, the Explorer has an extremely low tire inflation safety factor relative to 
other popular SUVs. 41 

The bottom line is that Ford placed too much on the tires. It set the specifications 
for the tires and Firestone met those specifications. But Ford also reduced the tire 
pressure to the minimum so the inherently unstable Explorer could pass, just bare- 
ly, internal J-Turn tests, and so the light truck would ride more like a car to attract 
family drivers. At the same time, Ford designed a heavy (and for that matter, top 
heavy) vehicle, and then continued to make the vehicle heavier. No wonder that the 
combination of low or in many cases under inflated tires with heavy loaded vehicles 
in the hot summer lead to an increase in tread separations. 

Not surprisingly, the real world data shows that this is more than just theory. 

III. THE REAL WORLD DATA SHOW THE EXPLORER HAS A CONTROL PROBLEM 

Not only do Ford’s internal documents show that the Explorer’s designers ignored 
what they knew about the relationship of understeer and vehicle control, the real 
world facts support the conclusion that this is not a case of a “bad tire,” as Ford’s 
Chairman Nasser has asserted, but a vehicle with a control problem: 

1. Of the 2.6 million Wilderness AT 15” tires not supplied last year and recalled 

to General Motors, there are only 2 tread separation claims — less than 1 ppm!. 

2. The non-recalled Wilderness AT 15” tires supplied to Ford have a tread separa- 

tion claims rate 8 times higher on the Explorer than on the Ford Ranger. The 
tires on each vehicle are exactly the same. 

3. As of the end of 2000, the total number of tread separation claims and lawsuits 

for the 13 million tires that Ford is replacing is 118. That is, less than 10 parts 
per million or 0.0009%. This is incredibly low. Ford’s announcement to replace 
these tires is itself suspect. No rational automobile company in the world would 
spend $3 billion to address a “problem” that doesn’t exist. 

4. Just a few weeks ago, there was a report of a Ford Explorer accident in Ft. 

Myers, Fla. According to the report, a BF Goodrich tire on the left rear sepa- 
rated, the driver then lost control, and the vehicle ultimately rolled over, killing 
the driver. In the newspaper report, the state trooper on the scene stated that 
a tread separation does not ordinarily mean that you lose control of the vehicle. 

5. In Venezuela, there are reports of 43 rollover accidents on Explorers between May 

2000 and June of this year. All are Goodyear or other competitor tires. This rate 
of rollovers has prompted the Venezuelan Consumer Protection Agency to con- 
sider that Explorers be banned from the country. In fact, in the last 10 days 
alone, four people have died in 2 separate Ford Explorer rollovers; both of the 
accidents were on competitor tires. 

6. Finally, the crash data itself shows the stability problems in the Explorer. Based 

on tbe Florida Traffic Crash Database, the odds of an Explorer rolling over in 
a single vehicle highway tire-related incident are 4.35 while the odds of com- 
parable SUVs rolling over in the same accidents are 1.92. 42 The odds ratio of 
a fatality occurring in such an accident is nearly three times greater with the 
Explorer. The Explorer did not fair much better in Texas. In such incidents 
based on the Texas database, the odds ratio of an Explorer rolling over is 1.58 
times that of comparable SUVs. 43 The odds ratio of being killed if an individual 
is in such incident in Texas while in an Explorer is nearly four times that of 
other comparable SUVs. 44 This data proves that the Explorer in single vehicle, 
tire related highway incidents simply does not perform up to par with its com- 
petitors. The testing performed by Dr. Dennis Guenther show why. 


40 See attached chart. 

41 See attached chart. 

42 See attached chart. 

43 See id. 

44 See attached chart. 
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IV. DR. DENNIS A. GUENTHER’S ENGINEERING ANALYSIS OF THE FORD EXPLORER 

A. Summary 

This analysis is focused on the loss of control experienced by the Explorer in nor- 
mal highway driving following a rear tire tread/belt separation (hereinafter “tread 
separation”). 

Loss of control in this circumstance often results in the Explorer leaving the high- 
way and rolling over or spinning into an angle relative to its path of travel on the 
roadway sufficient to cause rollover, with or without tripping, or other serious acci- 
dents. Because loss of control is a precursor to rollovers and other serious accidents, 
the hypothesis is suggested by common Explorer accident scenarios that the Ex- 
plorer has a control problem leading to rollover and other crashes in the event of 
tread separation. 

Dr. Guenther has tested that hypothesis and found that: 

• the Explorer models he has tested, as designed, have a significantly lower amount 

of understeer than the other SUVs he has evaluated, less than half as much 
as the Jeep Cherokee and Chevrolet Blazer; 

• the Explorer loses much of its small margin of understeer when it is loaded to 

gross vehicle weight rating; the Cherokee and the Blazer do not; 

• the Explorer models tested, unlike the Cherokee and the Blazer, lose all of their 

understeer and become oversteer vehicles in most circumstances following tread 
separation on a left rear tire, 45 the predominant tire position in Explorer tread 
separation crashes; the only exception in Dr. Guenther’s investigation is a light 
load configuration in a counter-clockwise turn, with the separated tire mounted 
on the left rear, a circumstance where the vehicle retains a very small amount 
of understeer; 

• an oversteer vehicle is extremely difficult for most ordinary drivers to control, par- 

ticularly at interstate highway speeds where it can become directionally unsta- 
ble; 

His conclusion based on these findings is that the Explorer is defectively designed 
in that it has an inadequate margin of control in the foreseeable circumstance of 
tread separation during normal highway driving in most load and turning cir- 
cumstances. 

B. Relevant Engineering / Accident Reconstruction Concepts 

1. Understeer I Oversteer — The terms “understeer” and “oversteer”, while not par- 
ticularly descriptive in themselves, are engineering terms that are used to charac- 
terize what is one of the most significant control relationships in driving an auto- 
mobile in the linear range 46 — the amount of steering input necessary to produce an 
amount of G’s of lateral acceleration, which produces the side force that accom- 
plishes turning of an automobile. It is measured and expressed in degrees of steer- 
ing wheel input per G of lateral acceleration. 

The amount of understeer or oversteer in a vehicle is measured by driving the 
vehicle in a constant radius circle at an increasing speed and recording the degrees 
of steer input per G of lateral acceleration. In an understeer vehicle a test driver, 
in terms of what he perceives and does in that circumstance, must steer toward the 
center of the circle, with increasing steer input as he increases speed, in order to 
stay on the path of the constant radius circle; that is the same thing the average 
driver experiences as he drives around a curve — he must steer to the inside of the 
curve in order to generate the side force necessary to turn the vehicle and stay on 
the curving path, and the rear of the vehicle follows the front around the circle. 

An oversteer vehicle behaves just the opposite. The test driver would have to steer 
away from the center of the circle in order to stay on the constant radius circle as 
his speed increases’ he would have to “take steer out” or “reverse steer” in order 
to keep the car on the path of the circle as he increases speed. 47 “Because of this 
need for steering reversal, final oversteer is generally considered bad.” 48 

Automobile manufacturers do not intentionally design an oversteer characteristic 
into cars intended for ordinary drivers because “a vehicle that oversteers, by design 
or circumstance, is highly undesirable.” 49 The vehicle dynamics literature is clear 
that an oversteering vehicle is directionally unstable — generally speaking, “an 


45 Left rear tread separation is the most common finding in Explorer accidents involving tread 
separation and is the condition examined to date. 

46 Linear range in this context refers to normal everyday driving by average drivers. 

47 See Gillespie, “Fundamentals of Vehicle Dynamics,” for a technical definition of “understeer” 
and “oversteer.” 

48 Dixon, “Limit Steady State Vehicle Handling,” at page 283, col. 1. 

49 Dickerson, et al., “Vehicle Handling with Tire Tread Separation,” at 2 (1999). 
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understeering vehicle is a directionally stable vehicle” and “an oversteering vehicle 
is directionally an unstable vehicle.” 50 A vehicle is directionally unstable if steering 
or disturbances, such as wind, generate forces that cause an ever-increasing vehicle 
response until it spins out. 51 Oversteer characteristically results in spinout. 52 

Generally, it is “desirable to have understeer to avoid directional instability.” 53 
Ford, like any other automobile manufacturer, tries to build understeer into its 
cars. 54 They do this because understeer is essential to safely control an automobile. 

Car designers can increase or decrease the amount of understeer in a vehicle by 
many different means — by adjusting spring rates, suspension geometry, frame stiff- 
ness, roll damping, tire properties, tire pressure, weight distribution, and other ve- 
hicle and component characteristics. They adjust these and other elements which re- 
sult in the amount and character of control available. Automobile designers, of 
course, may adjust these elements for reasons other than achieving or influencing 
controllability; they may, for example, make such adjustments to seek ride comfort, 
to achieve a “flat” European cornering feel, to improve rollover resistance, or for 
other reasons. Each of those trade-offs for such reasons, however, potentially affects 
the amount of understeer and the amount of control safety margin, and the result 
is exacerbated by the potentially greater understeer needs of SUVs. 

Cars differ from each other in how much control margin, or understeer, they have. 
How much understeer is necessary to provide a safe margin of control? The answer 
from an engineering perspective is: The amount necessary to provide predictable ve- 
hicle control in foreseeable driving circumstances for the drivers intended for that 
vehicle. 

The foreseeable circumstances of driving include many things — the coefficient of 
friction of the roadway surface, wind gusts, ice and snow, vehicle load, component 
wear and failure, the effect of heat and use on the fit and flexibility of suspension 
system components, and many others. One foreseeable circumstance, of course, is 
tires wearing out and eventually failing, including tread separation, the most com- 
mon mode of wearout failure for steel belted radial tires. All of these circumstances 
can cause an increase in the need for understeer or directly decrease the amount 
of understeer available in the vehicle. For example, tread separation will change tire 
properties related to understeer, decreasing cornering stiffness and traction pro- 
vided by belt and tread. 

These are not new considerations for Ford automobile designers. For more than 
30 years, the technical literature relating to tire influence on vehicle dynamics has 
pointed out that in order to avoid oversteer following rear tire failure, “it is desir- 
able to make the car strongly understeer in the original condition.” 55 Tests on the 
predecessor to the Explorer, the Bronco II, demonstrated that following rear tire 
tread separation that “vehicle exhibited dramatic oversteer characteristics and was 
unstable.” 56 

Not only is oversteer an unacceptable vehicle characteristic, but the transition 
from understeer to oversteer that might occur in the event of loss of tread and tire 
cornering properties, if sufficient understeer is not originally built into the car, is 
particularly dangerous. The unexpected reversal of the handling characteristics of 
the car in that circumstance is just the sort of unexpected event that leads to driv- 
ing accidents; it is particularly unexpected because “none of the currently manufac- 
tured passenger cars show such behavior in ordinary driving.” 57 The ordinary driver 
has not experienced and cannot anticipate the catastrophic results of this reversal 

One of the car designer’s engineering obligations is to quantify the amount of 
understeer and other vehicle control characteristics required to account and com- 
pensate for such varying and foreseeable events, the inevitable changes in driving 
circumstances. By that quantification he determines the amount of understeer, the 
margin of control, that must be designed into the car. 


50 Bergman, “The Basic Nature of Vehicle Understeer-Oversteer” at page 11, col. 1 (1965). 

51 Id. 

52 See "NHTSA: An Experimental Examination of Selected Maneuvers That May Induce On- 
Road Untripped, Light Vehicle Rollover — Phase II of NHTSA’s 1997-1998 Vehicle Rollover Re- 
search Program” at page 29 (1999). 

53 Allen, et al., “Characteristics Influencing Ground Vehicle Lateral/Directional Dynamic Sta- 
bility” at page 27, col. 1 (1991). 

54 See, e.g., note 1. 

55 Kondo, et al., “Dynamical Behaviors Of A Car When One Tire Is Punctured Simulatively” 
at pages 2, 43 (1968). 

56 See note 49. 

57 Bergman, “Considerations in Determining Vehicle Handling Requirements” at page 7, col. 
1(1969). 
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2. Tread Separation 

Tread separation is a failure mode usual in steel belted radial tires. 58 The major- 
ity of Firestone tires incurring a tread separation, without some causally related 
damage to the tire, are high mileage tires with long use. The causes of this form 
of failure are heat, loading, oxidation and cyclic stressing, all of which can weaken 
and result in shearing of the rubber bond between the layers of steel belts, which 
centrifugal force can then pull apart. This breakdown is an inevitable result of the 
chemical and physical properties of rubber tires and how they are commonly used. 

Those who are unfamiliar with tires or with accident reconstruction tend to de- 
scribe tread separations or accidents associated with tread separations as if they are 
explosive events in which the vehicle is thrown out of control by the force of the 
separation. The scientific literature and testing commissioned by automobile manu- 
facturers and others, however, has repeatedly demonstrated that this is not correct. 

For example, Carr Engineering, vehicle dynamics experts regularly retained by 
Ford to testify in automotive litigation, carried out testing on behalf of Ford relating 
to, among other things, the forces involved in tread separation. Their findings in 
those tests led them to conclude: 

During the tread separation event, the tire did pull the vehicle slightly to one 
side but the driver kept a straight line path with a small steering correction. 
This amplitude of steer angle is small and on the order required to keep a vehi- 
cle in the lane on curved highways or in a straight path during other events 
such as wind gusts or driving through water puddles at highway speeds. 39 

Other automotive researchers, including plaintiff experts pursuing forensic inquir- 
ies, academic researchers, and Firestone, have arrived at the same conclusion based 
on numerous tests, including tests involving the Explorer and the Firestone tires 
mounted on it as original equipment. For example: 

• “[Separation by itself was not sufficient to cause loss of control.” “No induced 

steering was felt as a result of tread separation.” “Test results by this author 
corroborate work by Gardner who measured that steering wheel inputs during 
tread separation are of the order of magnitude of lane change maneuvers during 
high speed travel.” 60 

• “Maintaining control of the vehicle after tread/belt separation requires a steering 

torque similar to that required for a lane change maneuver.” “The results of the 
testing show that the forces developed during a tread/belt detachment are well 
within the range of a driver’s ability to control a vehicle.” 61 

• “Little or no corrective steering action was needed to maintain control of the vehi- 

cle during the tread separation events.” 62 

Descriptions of tread separation related accidents also sometimes fail to accu- 
rately capture the sequential nature of those accidents. Engineering analysis and 
accident reconstruction require that tread separation and accidents associated with 
them be broken down into their separate parts. For those purposes, the accident 
events should be viewed as three separate and sequential elements: 

a. Pre-separation — This is characterized by vibration felt generally in the vehicle, 
(see notes 58 and 60) as the tire is deformed from a smooth circle to an irregular 
“circle” by movement of the tread and belt. This vibration is something most drivers 
have experienced in connection with a failed tire, whether a puncture blowout or 
a tread separation or some other mode of tire failure. 

The vibration serves as notice that something is wrong with a tire, a message that 
most drivers understand as requiring them to take their foot off the gas, check the 
traffic around them, and begin to move to the shoulder of the highway to change 
the tire. 

b. Separation — Testing, (see notes 58,59,60 & 61) establishes that the actual tread 
separation is a benign event in terms of the amount and duration of forces exerted 
on the automobile laterally, longitudinally and vertically. 


58 See, e.g. Robinette, et al., "Drag and Steering Effects of Under Inflated and Deflated Tires” 
(1997). 

59 Document BGC 0016305-311, memorandum from Tandy to Mickus, January 23, 1999, at 
pages 2-3.. [Test vehicles included a 1993 Ford Explorer, 1986 Ford Bronco II, 1986 Ford Bronco 
II XLT, 1994 Dodge Intrepid, 1987 Ford Club Wagon van, 1990 Ford Bronco, 1990 Ford Aerostar 
van, 1987 Toyota van]. 

60 Klein, et al. “Anatomy of Accidents Following Tire Disablements,” at page 6 (1999). [Test 
vehicles were 1989 Pathfinder and 1982 Chevrolet pickup]. 

61 Gardner, “The Role of Tread/Belt Detachment In Accident Causation,” at pages 7-8, 10 
(1998). [Test vehicles were Ford Explorer, Camry Station Wagon, and Chevy Truck C2500]. 

62 Fay, et al., "Drag and Steering Effect from Tire Tread Belt Separation and Loss,” at page 
13 (1999). [Test vehicle was 1993 Ford Taurus], 
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c. Post-separation — In the period immediately following tread separation on a rear 
tire any SUV will lose some understeer because the tire properties contributing to 
control of the vehicle — cornering stiffness, traction, etc. — will have been reduced be- 
cause of removal of the tread and one of the steel belts. It is the controllability of 
the Explorer in this circumstance that Dr. Guenther is investigating. 

C. Engineering Evaluation Of Explorer Directional Control 

Dr. Guenther was retained by counsel to assist them in the preparation of Fire- 
stone’s defense in the personal injury litigation arising out of Explorer crash and 
rollover accidents. While he made measurements of and inspected various Explorers 
and engaged in some accident reconstruction at the direction of counsel, he did not 
undertake the dynamics testing and data analysis underlying his conclusions con- 
cerning the controllability of the Explorer until last month. 

Firestone had expected that Ford, as part of a root cause analysis, would focus 
on the vehicle and provide Firestone, NHTSA and the Congress information about 
the vehicle’s handling in a tread separation event. Ford has 15 years of experience 
in the design and development of and litigation about the Explorer. They have that 
information. Firestone requested Ford participation in investigation of the vehicle 
in October of last year. In spite of repeated follow up requests, Ford made no re- 
sponse to Firestone. It became clear that Dr. Guenther’s engineering evaluation of 
the Explorer would be important not only in defense of the litigation but in address- 
ing congressional, regulatory and public concerns about automotive safety relating 
to loss of control and rollover of the Explorer when it experienced tread separation. 

1. Testing Conducted — a. Site — The tests were carried out at the Transportation 
Research Center, Inc. (TRC) test facility near East Liberty, Ohio. The facility is used 
on a contract basis by numerous automobile manufacturers, component suppliers, 
and state and national regulatory authorities to conduct automotive safety testing. 
It was used by NHTSA, for example, in 1997-98 to conduct extensive tests of ma- 
neuvers that may induce on-road untripped rollover in various vehicles, including 
the Ford Explorer. 63 Ford used TRC in development testing of the UN-105, the 
version of the Explorer offered in 1995 and subsequent years. 

b. Study Objectives — The purpose of the testing program, which is ongoing, is 
to examine the margin of control in the Explorer as designed and, comparatively, 
in peer SUVs in the circumstance following rear tire tread separation. Due to the 
complexities and non-linearity of vehicles and the nature of the Explorer accidents, 
Dr. Guenther chose to explore the linear range as a preliminary investigation. In 
the linear range, a principal parameter of control is the understeer/oversteer gra- 
dient (other parameters such as steering response time and gain, and steering fre- 
quency response are also being examined as they may relate to loss of control in 
the event of tire tread separation). 

c. Test Vehicles — The vehicles evaluated are the following: 


1996 


4 dr 

4 x 2 

1996 

Chevy Blazer 

4 dr 

4 x 2 

2001 


4 dr 

4 x 2 

2000 

Ford Explorer 

4 dr 

4 x 2 


Each vehicle was tested with its original equipment (OE) tires at OEM rec- 
ommended tire pressure. The 1996 Explorer was tested with both OE Firestone tires 
and OE Goodyear tires recommended by Ford. 

d. Vehicle Instrumentation and Measurement — The data acquired for pur- 
poses of this analysis was the following: 64 

Vehicle Input 
Steering Wheel Angle 
Vehicle Speed 
Vehicle Response 
Lateral Acceleration 
Yaw Rate 
Body Roll Angle 

e. Test Maneuvers — The tests conducted are universally recognized standard 
tests used by automobile manufacturers, including Ford, and other researchers in 
vehicle dynamics for establishing the values investigated. The tests are as follows: 

Step Steer — The vehicle is driven on the test pad area in a straight line at a con- 
stant speed. The driver then rapidly turns the steering wheel until it hits a mechan- 
ical stop. Steering wheel stops are set to attain a desired lateral acceleration at the 
test speeds. This steer angle is held until steady-state response is established. 


63 See note 52. 

64 See attached exhibit 5. 
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Tests were run in both directions (right turn/left turn) and at two speeds (60 mph 
and 40 mph). The test was run both with four good tires and with the left rear tire 
detreaded by cutting between the steel belts; test runs with the detreaded tire were 
done only at the slower 40 mph speed. Test runs were done at both light load (curb 
plus driver and instrumentation) and heavy load (gross vehicle weight rating). 

The test is used to measure vehicle response times as related to lateral accelera- 
tion and yaw velocity response, and to measure the gain of these responses in rela- 
tion to steering wheel input (output divided by input). 

Constant Radius Circle — The vehicle is driven around a 200 foot constant radius 
circle with increasing speed. The driver adjusts the steering angle (by turning the 
steering wheel) as necessary to keep the vehicle on the path of the circle. 

Test runs were done in both directions, clockwise and counter-clockwise, with four 
good tires and with the left rear tire detreaded. Test runs were done at light load 
(curb plus driver and instrumentation) and heavy load (gross vehicle weight rating). 

The test is used to measure understeer and oversteer (degrees of road wheel steer 
per Gs of lateral acceleration). 

Frequency Response — Sinusoidal sweep steering tests are frequently used to deter- 
mine the linear response of vehicles. The vehicles in these tests were driven on a 
long straightaway with the driver steering with slowly increasing frequency up to 
approximately 3 to 4 hz followed by decreasing frequency. The test was run at a 
nominal speed of 66 mph. 

The test measures lateral acceleration gain, yaw velocity gain, and phase angles 
at the frequencies tested (up to 3 to 4 hz). 

f. Results of Directional Control Tests — The results of the constant radius cir- 
cle tests are set forth in data sheets and charts attached hereto as Exhibit 6. Data 
reduction and analysis continues with respect to the step steer and frequency re- 
sponse tests. 

In summary, the findings in the tests are as follows: 

Constant Radius Circle — This standard method of measuring understeer/oversteer 
gradient establishes that the Explorer, with four good tires, has a relatively small 
amount of understeer compared to other SUVs tested — less than half the amount 
found in the Blazer and the Cherokee. In fact, the Cherokee has about the same 
understeer with a detreaded tire as the Explorer with four good tires. These find- 
ings are consistent with NHTSA vehicle characterization tests that found that the 
Explorer had the lowest amount of understeer of the 12 vehicles on which it con- 
ducted rollover-inducing maneuver tests. 65 

The test results show that, unlike the other SUVs tested, the Explorer loses its 
small margin of understeer when it experiences a tread separation and becomes an 
oversteer vehicle. 

This is true whether the Explorer is operated on Goodyear OE tires recommended 
by Ford or on Firestone OE tires. 

The Explorer’s oversteer characteristic is worse in the loaded condition. The only 
circumstance in which it does not become oversteer with a detreaded tire is when 
it is lightly loaded (curb plus driver and instrumentation) and the detreaded tire 
is on the inside rear position (left rear in a counter-clockwise turn); in test runs in 
that configuration the Explorer is almost neutral steer with respect to the 
understeer/oversteer gradient. 

An oversteer vehicle is not safe at highway speeds in the hands of an average 
driver. Sometimes a driver may achieve directional control, sometimes he may not. 

In addition to his dynamic testing, Dr. Guenther has carried out several accident 
reconstructions involving Explorer crashes and reviewed numerous police accident 
reports concerning such accidents. Explorer rollover accidents, as reflected in those 
reconstructions and police accident reports, frequently occur 

• on interstate or similar high-quality, high-speed roadways, without environmental 

interference; 

• in straight line travel; 

• at highway speed 

• with no driver impairment 

• with no risky behavior 

• with rear tire tread separation 

• with some apparent effort at driver steering control reflected in change(s) of vehi- 

cle heading and path of travel. 


65 See note 42. 
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2. Conclusion 

The Explorer is an oversteer vehicle in most circumstances after it experiences 
tread separation. Oversteer can make a vehicle directionally unstable and subject 
to loss of control in the hands of most drivers. This is a vehicle problem, not a tire 
problem. The vehicle performs the same following tread separation on the Goodyear 
tire as it does the Firestone tire. This must be regarded as a highway safety defect 
within the meaning of the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act. 

V. THE FORD “EXPLORER VEHICLE DYNAMICS PRESENTATION” TO NHTSA OF MARCH 28- 

29, 2001 CONCERNING EXPLORER LOSS OF CONTROL FOLLOWING TREAD SEPARATION 

IS MISLEADING AND IRRELEVANT 

The following statements and charts are examples of the many inaccuracies and 
irrelevancies contained in the Ford vehicle dynamics presentation to NHTSA: 

• Statement at page TH-3 18. Exhibit 7 — The statement about tread separation, 
“This fundamental cause [of loss of control, i.e., decreased tire traction] overwhelms 
differences in design among vehicle classes or within vehicle classes. Explorers per- 
form like all other vehicles”, is true only with respect to limit maneuvers, that is, 
at high lateral acceleration where most of us never operate a vehicle, even in most 
emergency maneuvers. The statement is not relevant or accurate in the linear range 
of maneuvering, that is, at low lateral accelerations experienced in normal driving 
(■ e.g ., 0.3 Gs or less). The maneuver involved in correcting for the small amount of 
drag following a belt separation (similar to a normal lane change steer, according 
to SAE test literature), 66 or the maneuver involved in bringing the car to the shoul- 
der so that you can change the tire is just such a low lateral acceleration maneuver, 
even at highway speeds. 

In normal everyday driving maneuvers following a tread separation the Explorer 
does not perform like all other vehicles. In this circumstance, it has a higher likeli- 
hood of loss of control because it lacks the necessary margin of understeer to remain 
directionally controllable in highway maneuvers involved in normal driving. Peer 
SUVs, such as the Cherokee and Blazer, remain understeer and more controllable 
in a wider range of maneuvers following tread separation than the Explorer. 

• Statement at page TH-3 76. Exhibit 7 — This chart purports to show results of 
various SUV vehicles in a constant radius circle test following a tread separation. 
It shows all vehicles including the Explorer maneuvering at more than 0.5 G lateral 
acceleration with a separated tire on the outside rear. That is a physical impos- 
sibility in normal highway travel; these vehicles in general and the Explorer in par- 
ticular cannot generate that much lateral acceleration with a detreaded tire in the 
outside rear position in normal highway travel. The Explorer will spin out of control 
before it reaches 0.5 G lateral acceleration in this circumstance. Ford can do it only 
as a trick on a low speed 100 foot radius circle. It indicates the irrelevant nature 
of the information presented to NHTSA in its vehicle dynamics presentation. 

The suggestion accompanying the chart that “Explorers and peer vehicles 
oversteer above approximately 0.4G, with tread off of outside rear tire” is not accu- 
rate or relevant. The Explorer with a detreaded tire is oversteer in that cir- 
cumstance at all lower lateral acceleration levels while the Blazer and Cherokee are 
not. Moreover, it is not relevant to an analysis of highway safety in normal driving 
because motorists generally do not operate their vehicles at the higher level of lat- 
eral acceleration examined by Ford. The assertion is made that “tread separation 
on O/S rear tire narrows differences among all vehicles (overwhelms design dif- 
ferences)” is, again, not accurate in the linear range; it only applies to limit maneu- 
vers. Following tread separation, the Blazer and Cberokee maintain understeer in 
the linear range while the Explorer has none and changes completely to oversteer; 
the Cherokee, in fact, has about as much understeer with a detreaded outside rear 
tire as the Explorer does with four good tires. Similarly, the statement that “Ex- 
plorer performance is typical of peer vehicles” is not accurate for linear range oper- 
ations for the same reason. The Explorer is oversteer in the linear range of lateral 
acceleration following outside rear tread separation (about 0.3G or less); other SUVs 
remain understeer in the linear range. 

• Statement at page TH-3 87. Exhibit 7 — This simulation chart depicts all vehi- 
cles as having the same maneuvering limits following a tread separation. Dr. Guen- 
ther’s testing at TRC demonstrates the contrary in the linear range and the com- 
puter-generated simulation has no basis in fact. 

• Statement at page TH-3 132. Exhibit 7 — The first and fourth statements on this 
page are presented without any supporting data of any sort. The Explorer does not 
“perform similar to others in its class in the event of a tire tread separation”, rather, 


66 See, e.g., Klein, et al., “Anatomy of Accidents Following Tire Disablements” (1999). 
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it becomes oversteer, an unpredictable, unfamiliar, unsafe handling condition. For 
that reason, the Explorer does not “have a margin of safety ‘as designed’ to accom- 
modate, to a reasonable level, component failures including tread separations.” 

• Statement at page TH-3 134. Exhibit 7 — The fourth statement on this page is 
false. The designers of the Blazer and the Cherokee have in fact provided a margin 
of control safety following tread separation in the design of those vehicles. They did 
it more than a decade ago, when the Blazer and the Cherokee were the primary 
SUV examples available to Ford engineers for comparative analysis when they de- 
signed and developed the Explorer. 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Ford has had over twenty years to adjust the design of the Ford Explorer and to 
work cooperatively and responsibly with its tire suppliers to ensure the safety and 
stability of its vehicle. To date, it has failed to do so. The design of the Explorer 
is an oversteer vehicle in the event of a tread separation. A tread separation is nor- 
mally a benign event that a driver can control by pulling to the shoulder of any 
roadway. The flawed design of the Explorer, however, renders the vehicle in a tread 
separation event susceptible to rollover and therefore potentially lethal. While real 
world data and an engineering analysis of the vehicle confirm this phenomenon, 
Ford refuses to accept the facts and take responsibility. The purpose of this analysis 
is to ensure that these facts are publicly known, and, in the best case, to compel 
Ford to take responsibility for its flawed attempts to protect its defective product. 
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Chart #2 
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Chart #4 
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Chart #7 
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Chart #9 
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Attachment 1 


1. PROBLEM DESCRIPTION 



While dnvrog vehicle, the ore tread separated from the mein carcass of the ore. The tut failure u discovered 
when the driver bean the ore tread himaf the wheel house or the ore goes flat 


PROBLEM STATISTICS (MAGNITUDE OF CONCERN) 


A. VOQ (Vehicle Owner Questionnaire) 

-VOQ Database ts sbowujg 2 reported ure separation* on 1996 vehicles. Tire sue is TBD on one vehicle 
~\ becaiue of oo VIN number reported and the second vehicle had the P235 hre. 

-Two (2) additional tire claimi that might be ure separanon on 1996 vehicles. Tire sue u TBD on one 
vehicle because of so VIN number reported and the second vetuck had the P235 ore. 


8 A WS (Analytical Warranry System) 

-Reviewed all 95 1 99 AWS clausa (39) for ores with verbatims 
Found no tepuiti of ore separations. 


C. CQIS (Common Quality Indicator System) 

•Reviewed all 95 / 99 CQIS reports (497) for ores and wheels. 

Found ooe (i) report for Firestone tire separanon; on a 1998 vehicle, but it was the Firestone 
P233/75R15 ore sue and not the P255/70R16 ore. 


D MORS (Master Owner* Relation System) 

•Reviewed all 93 / 99 MORS repo r ts (4236) for ore* aad wheels 

Found 32 "postibk’ treed separation claims os Firestone (22) and Goodyear (10) 

3 of the 32 poaaibk claims were for the P22SH0RI 5 ore horn Firestone 

10 of the 32 possible claims were for the P23$/ r ?5Rt5 ore Boa Goodyear 

11 of the 32 possible damn were for the P23S/73R13 nre from Firestone 

Found one (1) possible r eport for Firestone tare separanon on P255/70R16. which sounds like » was 
caused by driving on a Oat ore to the ore store to get air a the ore. 


REDACTED 


Note: Tito budd dales 00 GCC incident ores baa been between 10/2595 aad 2/19197. 

C:\Niaonrc Pl|t 1 of I 09/14/1999 


PE00-020 4041 



131 


Attachment 2 
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Attachment 3 


10/25/2000 

Associated Press Newswires 

"A tread separation, today the most common form of failure for a commercial tire, is 
normally the end result of something else that happens to a tire such as hitting a rock or 
other debris in the road,” he said. 


10/25/2000 

Dow Jones News Service 

..."People need to understand that tires are not indestructible. Most commonly, tread 
separation results because the tire is damaged when it strikes an obstacle in the road, not 
because of intrinsic flaws.” 


10/25/2000 
AFX News 

"All tires can separate. Tread separations do not necessarily indicate a defect in a tire." 


''As vehicle owners, you need to understand that tires do fail, and they do separate. They 
cannot be made indestructible. Tread separation is the most common form of failure for 
all light commercial tires regardless of who manufacturers them. But tread separation 
does not necessarily indicate a defect in a tire." 



133 


Attachment 3A 


10/25/2000 

Associated Press Newswires 

"A tread separation, today the most common form of failure for a commercial tire, is 
normally the end result of something else that happens to a tire such as hitting a rock or 
other debris in the road,” he said. 

(Joseph M. Gingo, Goodyear senior vice president for technology and global products 
planning, in response to tread separation questions about Goodyear Wrangler AT and HT 
tires) 


10/25/2000 

Dow Jones News Service 

..."People need to understand that tires are not indestructible. Most commonly, tread 
separation results because the tire is damaged when it strikes an obstacle in the road, not 
because of intrinsic flaws.” 

(Statement released by Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. in response to tread separation 
questions about its Wrangler AT and HT tires) 


10/25/2000 
AFX News 

"All tires can separate. Tread separations do not necessarily indicate a defect in a tire." 

(Statement released by Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. in response tread separation 
questions about its Wrangler AT and HT tires) 


"As vehicle owners, you need to understand that tires do fail, and they do separate. They 
cannot be made indestructible. Tread separation is the most common form of failure for 
all light commercial tires regardless of who manufacturers them. But tread separation 
does not necessarily indicate a defect in a tire." 

(Letter to Goodyear customers from John C. Polhemus, President, Goodyear 
North American Tire, 10/27/2000) 
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Attachment 4 

ANALYSIS OF THE FORD EXPLORER 

I. Executive Summary and Introduction 

The purpose of this analysis is to address the myth with respect to the Ford Explorer that 
rollover crashes that occur following a tread separation are attributable in any way to tire design 
or tire manufacturing. In fact, as the data presented in this analysis conclusively demonstrate, 
tire issues can not account for the high risk and rate of Ford Explorer rollover crashes. This 
analysis concludes that, based on the design and development of the Explorer, real world data on 
Explorer control problems, an engineering analysis of the Explorer, and the substance of Ford’s 
own presentation to NHTSA concerning Explorer vehicle dynamics, the rollover problem is 
rooted in the Explorer, not tires. 

A. Design and Development 

For 20 years Ford engineers have known that so-called “understeer” is the primary 
vehicle design factor that prevents vehicle rollover and that an “oversteering” vehicle can and 
likely will result in loss of control that foreseeably could lead to a rollover and other accidents. 

In fact, Ford engineers recommended to management major changes to the suspension, engine 
height and track width of the Explorer to increase understeer in all conditions and to increased 
Explorer rollover resistance. Ford management ignored or rejected these recommendations. 

Instead, Ford decided to create a public relations “image” for the Explorer as a safe 
vehicle. The Company manipulated the rollout of the Explorer, including its design and testing, 
solely to get the new vehicle to “look” or “seem” like it was stable, and regardless of the effect 
such manipulations might have on controllability. By putting profits and public relations image 
in front of sound engineering principles, Ford caused two catastrophic consequences. First, Ford 
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reduced the margin of safety for tires that it specified to Firestone, causing the rare but now 
highly publicized phenomenon of tread separations on Explorers. Second, because of the 
vehicle’s design, the Explorer, following a tread separation, immediately transitions to an 
oversteer truck that is likely to go out of control and roll over. Ford’s flawed decisions are 
confirmed by real world data. 

B. Real World Data 

As the following data suggest, the Explorer rollover problem is not a case of a “bad tire,” 
but of a vehicle control problem: 

1) Wilderness AT 15” tires provided to General Motors and not recalled last year have 
only 2 tread separation claims on 3. 1 million tires. 

2) The non-recalled Wilderness AT 15” tires have a tread separation claims rate eight 
times higher on the Explorer than on the Ford Ranger. The tires on each are exactly 
the same. 

3) The total number of tread separation claims and lawsuits for the 13 million tires Ford 
is replacing is 1 18, less than 10 parts per million or 0.0009%, which provides no 
rationale, other than a suspect one, for Ford’s $3 billion replacement campaign. 

4) Based on the Florida Traffic Crash Database, the odds of an Explorer rolling over in a 
single-vehicle highway tire-related incident are 4.35 compared to 1.92 odds for 
comparable SUVs. The odds ratio of a fatality occurring in such an accident is nearly 
three times greater with the Explorer according to Florida data, and four times greater 
according to Texas data. 

This data proves that the Explorer, in single vehicle, tire related highway incidents simply does 
not perform as safely as its competitors, which is confirmed and explained by the recent 
engineering analysis conducted by Dr. Dennis A. Guenther. 

C. Engineering Analysis 

According to a recent engineering analysis conducted by Dr. Dennis A. Guenther, a 
Professor of Mechanical Engineering at Ohio State University, the Explorer is often an oversteer 
vehicle after it experiences tread separation, which makes the Explorer vehicle directionally 
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unstable and subject to loss of control in the hands of most drivers. Dr. Guenther’s analysis 
found that: 

1) Explorer models he has tested, as designed, have a significantly lower amount of 
understeer - less than half as much - than the other SUVs he evaluated. 

2) The Explorer loses much of its small margin of understeer when it is loaded to gross 
vehicle weight rating - the other SUVs do not. 

3) The Explorer models tested, unlike other SUVs tested, lose all of their understeer and 
become oversteer vehicles in most circumstances following tread separation on a left 
rear tire, the predominant tire position in Explorer tread separation crashes the other 
SUVs do not. 

4) An oversteer vehicle is extremely difficult for most drivers to control, particularly at 
interstate highway speeds where it can become directionally unstable. 

Dr. Guenther concludes that the oversteer problem in the Explorer should be reported as a safety 

defect within the meaning of the National Highway Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act. Ford 

Explorer rollover phenomenon is the result of a vehicle problem not a tire problem, and should 

be regarded as a safety defect within the meaning of the National Highway Traffic and Motor 

Vehicle Safety Act. 

D. Misleading Ford Filing to NHTSA 

Ford’s March 2001 filing with the NHTSA concerning the Explorer’s loss of control 
following a tread separation contains inaccuracies and misinformation that reinforces Ford’s 
irresponsible reaction to the rollover problem, as the following component of that filing suggests. 

Ford suggested in its filing to the NHTSA that tread separation is a “fundamental cause” 
of loss of vehicle control that “overwhelms differences in design among vehicle claims or within 
vehicle classes,” and that, in this setting, “Explorers perform like all other vehicles.” Ford based 
that statement, however, on a so-called high lateral acceleration maneuver, where most drivers 
do not operate their vehicles. In fact, the maneuver most often used to correct for the small 
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event of drag following a tread separation or in bringing a vehicle to the shoulder is a very small 
steer input resulting in a so-called low lateral acceleration maneuver, even at highway speeds. In 
such a normal driving maneuver. Explorers do not perform like other vehicles, since (hey lack 
the necessary margin of understeer to remain directionally controllable in highway maneuvers 
involved in normal driving. 

E. Conclusion 

Taken together, these factors provide disturbing evidence that Ford, when given the 
opportunity to act responsibly to ensure the safety and stability of the Explorer, has acted instead 
to shift blame and obfuscate the facts concerning the safety of its best selling vehicle. As the 
following analysis confirms, the rollover phenomenon is a vehicle problem that requires 
forthright and responsible investigation. 

II. Design and Development of the Explorer 

A. Introduction 

Ford engineers have known for over 20 years that the most important vehicle 
characteristic in maintaining control and reducing SUV propensity for rollover is understcer. 

The company’s engineering documents identify understeer as a “first order effect” and the 
"primary factor influencing roll-over propensity.”' The problem with an oversteering vehicle, in 
terms of rollover propensity, is that it can and likely will result in the back end of the vehicle 
coming around — a loss of control — with the vehicle ending up sideways to its path of travel. 

The resultant side forces (“lateral acceleration” in engineering terms) are what bring about 
rollover. 2 


Ford Program Report 000000393-98, “Roll Over Stability,” February 3, 1981. 
LL 



138 


Ford also recognized that the rollover stability of a vehicle is affected by its stability 
index, the relationship of center of gravity height and the track width of the vehicle. In light of 
these vehicle control and stability principles. Ford engineers adopted a “handling strategy” with 
respect to the Explorer to “increase understeer in all conditions”, 3 and they recommended to Ford 
management major changes to the suspension, reduction in the engine height to lower center of 
gravity, and increase in the track width of the vehicle to make the Explorer more resistant to 
rollover than the Bronco II. 4 

Ford’s knowledge of the critical importance of understeer was not acted upon, however, 
and Ford management rejected the center of gravity and track width recommendations of its 
engineers that would have made the Explorer more resistant to rollover. 

Rather than doing what good engineering required to make the Explorer safe, with an 
acceptable margin of control Ford decided on a course of creating a public relations "image" for 
the Explorer as a safe vehicle. It did this by making a vehicle that could pass so-called "J-Tum“ 
and "Consumer Union" lane change tests, even though it knew and took the position internally 
that the maneuvers in those tests were "not representative of what is happening in the real 
world.” 3 It also decided to rely on the less aggressive driving habits of members of the family 
car market into which it sold the Explorer to give the vehicle a statistics-based “image” of 
rollover safety in spite of the stability shortcomings of the vehicle. 6 

Unfortunately for Firestone's reputation, Ford carried out the design tradeoffs and 
manipulations required for the public relations image it sought primarily by letting air out of the 

Ford engineering document EXP3 1 107, “Subject: UN46 Handling/Stability Status.” 

4 Ford engineering document EXP4 1581-84, “Proposed UN-46 Chassis Design Modifications.” 

Ford document EXPI 0622, email from White to Houston, September 1 1 , 1989. 
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Explorer's tires. In a 1989 Development Report on "Suspension Development Status," after 
noting that they had investigated variations in tire pressure "as means to achieving the UN46 
[Explorer] ride and handling objective," Ford engineers recommended use of "reductions in tire 
pressure to meet the program objectives" for both ride and handling. 7 

Similarly, in addressing rollover stability, Ford engineers adopted a "strategy" of limiting 
cornering capacity of the large tires demanded by the Ford marketing department by, again, 
reducing air pressure. 8 

When it came to creating understeer, the Ford engineers again turned to lower tire 
pressure. 9 

By putting profits and public relations image in front of sound engineering principles. 
Ford caused two catastrophic consequences. First, Ford reduced the margin of safety for the tires 
that it specified to Firestone, contributing to the rare but now highly publicized phenomenon of 
tread separations on Explorers. Second, because of the vehicle's design, the Explorer, following 
a rear tire tread separation, immediately transitions to an oversteer truck that is likely to go out of 
control and roll over in the hands of the ordinary driver. 

B. Development of the Explorer 

1. Initial Design Flaws Based on Bronco II and Tire Manipulations 

Ford’s internal documents describe the Explorer as a new and freshened Bronco II. Ford 
initially intended to continue using the Bronco II name, but decided to change the name to 

(...continued) 

Ford engineering document EXP3 1 108, “Subject: 1990 Explorer Handling Stability.” 

Ford engineering document EXPU 1458-60, “Development Report.” S ee also . Ford engineering 

document EXPT 1497-1503, “Development Report.” 

See, e.g .. Ford engineering document EXP4 1273-74, "Subject: UN46 status." 
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Explorer when the Bronco II came under fire for rollover problems and Ford sought to distance 
itself from criticisms of the Bronco II. 10 

As early as 1986, Ford engineers started playing with tire sizes to address rollover 

stability, rather than making more fundamental changes in their vehicles. Ford engineers labeled 

the PI 95 tires as the “base tire” on the Bronco II to achieve a satisfactory “stability index” 

because the Bronco II with P215 tires, which it sold as an option tire on the Bronco II, could not 

pass Ford’s rollover stability tests. 11 One Ford engineer questioned this approach: “Shouldn’t we 

be looking at more permanent ways of improving the stability index of Bronco II other than 

small tires?” 12 Another Ford engineering document explained that the company chose to play 

with tire size rather than spend the time and money to create a truly safer vehicle: 

Stability index requirements are always tied to base vehicle (this decision was reached 
with help of OGC [Office of the General Counsel]). Since the P215 pushes the stability 
index below the accepted minimum of 2.1, the suspension guys felt they need to retain a 
tire that has the minimum S.I. Better alternatives to tire size are for example 

- lowering vehicle 

- lowering CG by adding weight low in vehicle 

Cost and timing implications of these kind of actions have always stalled them in their 
tracks to White. 13 

In designing the Explorer, Ford stuck with the basic Bronco II frame and suspension, and 
utilized the same philosophy of playing with tires to address rollover stability concerns. As a 
result, the Explorer shared virtually the same track width, high engine mount, obsolete 


(...continued) 

See. e, g„ Ford engineering document EXP4 0193, "UN46 Analysis." See also Id. 

10 See, e.g .. Ford media relations document EXP4 1280-84, “Explorer Q&A.” 

1 1 See Ford document 000012766-67, memorandum from Snodgrass to Bacigalupi and Vought, 
September 3, 1986. See also note 5. 

12 See Ford document 000012765, memorandum from Bacigalupi to Snodgrass, September 5, 1986. 

13 Ford document 000008940, memorandum from Bacigalupi to White, October 6, 1986. 
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suspension, and elevated center of gravity as its parent vehicle, the Bronco II, "[GJiven the 
fundamental constraints imposed by the vehicle package and suspension ’type” carried over from 
the Bronco II, Ford struggled to reduce the Explorer's rollover propensity; 14 most of Ford's 
struggles involved specifying the tires rather than changing the vehicle. 

2. Explorer Testing - Unrealistic Measure of Vehicle Safety 

Ford required that the Explorer pass “J-Turn tests,” an unrealistic maneuver invented by 
the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety in the early 1980s, before being released for 
production. 15 A “J-Tum test” is an extreme turn at a given rate speed (usually 45 or 60 mph), 
and an evaluation of whether the vehicle’s tires lift off the ground. In addition, while not a 
formal requirement, the Consumer Union’s lane-change rollover stability test "became an 
implicit requirement for the Explorer due to the potential for adverse publicity” if it failed. 16 

Because of these image and litigation-driven requirements, the development of the 
Explorer turned into a story of tweaking the vehicle and the tires in an attempt to pass these tests, 
while at the same time providing a softer rider acceptable to Ford's target marketing group - 
families. Even though Ford’s internal documents had identified understeer as the most important 
vehicle handling characteristic in maintaining directional control and reducing rollover 
exposure, 17 the design tradeoffs made by Ford to pass J-Tum and Consumer Union tests did not 
address or seek to increase understeer and the degradation they caused in the vehicles control 
charicteristics. 


See note 6. 

14 

H. 

Sssnote 1. 
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In late 1988, more than a year before the Explorer’s spring 1990 introduction, computer 
modeling showed that “the vehicle still has 2 wheel lift no matter what tire is on it, 225/70, 
215/75 or 205/75.” 18 In February' 1989, the computer simulation continued to show unacceptable 
rollover performance with certain P245 and P225 tires. 59 The result remained poor in computer 
simulations after lowering the rear of the vehicle by one-half inch with 26 psi in the tires. 20 

Undeterred by these results, Ford management concluded in late February 1989 that with 
26 psi in the P235 and P245 tires, and tweaks to the suspension, stabilizer bar and a one-half inch 
reduction in rear ride height, the Explorer would meet its handling objectives. 21 

Ford then tried every' trick in the book to get the vehicle to pass the J-tum test, including 
in one March 1989 simulation placing all four test dummies on the vehicle’s floor to lower the 
vehicle’s center of gravity. The Explorer still fai led the test. 22 Later in March 1 989, the 
Explorer failed J-Turn tests with a variety of tire pressure and suspension configurations. 23 At 
one point, it was proposed that if the marketing implications were not too great, the P225 tire be 
the largest tire allowed on the vehicle and that the maximum load allowed for the vehicle be 
reduced. 24 Even in August 1989, the Explorer failed J-Tum tests at its Arizona proving grounds 
with 35 psi in the P235 tires. 25 


Ford document EXPT 1047-49, memorandum from Figliomeni to Avouris, November 29, 1988. 
Ford document EXPU 1959, memorandum from Figliomeni to Avouris, February 3, 1989. 

Ford document EXP7 2273, memorandum from Figliomeni to Avouris [undated]. 

Ford document EXPU 9476-78, “Development Report.’ 1 

See Ford document EXPT 1168, email from Avouris to Campbell, March 8, 1989. 

Ford document EXP4 1276, memorandum from Starr to Avouris and Campbell, May 10, 1989. 

See Ford document EXPT 0785-86, “UN46 Development Status.”; see also Ford document EXPT 
0569, “Subject: 19901/2 UN-46 Chassis Revisions and Tire Availability,” July 6, 1989. 

S&s deposition of Thomas B. Baughman in Bailey v. Ford Motor Company , at 78-81. 
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Concerned over the Explorer’s struggling performance in rollover stability tests, in June 
1989 Ford management actively considered releasing the 4-door Explorer on P225 tires as a 
“strawman” because it would pass the Consumer Union test with those tires, though not with 
P235 tires. Six months later, after the "strawman" passed the test. Ford could quietly release the 
2-door and 4-door on P235 tires. 26 Thus, Ford cynically manipulated not only the design of the 
Explorer, but also the testing, solely to get the new Explorer to "look" or "seem" like it was 
stable, regardless of whether it really was or not and regardless of the effect such manipulations 
might have the margin of safe controllability. 

3. Manipulative Marketing 

Ford not only manipulated the design of the Explorer to make the vehicle seem like it was 
rollover resistant but also to make it seem to the consumer something it was not — a passenger 
car. 27 The Explorer is in fact a "Light Track" derived from the Bronco II and Ranger trucks, not 
a passenger car. Nevertheless, driven by its intense marketing determination to get suburban 
"soccer moms" to buy and drive the vehicle. Ford imposed upon the vehicle design a passenger- 
car-like ride. 28 Ford accomplished this by, among other things, softening the suspension, using a 
P-metric (passenger car) tire, and taking air out of the tires.” Knowing that this passenger-car- 
like vehicle would be just as likely to roll over as the Bronco II, Ford intentionally designed 
excessive body roll into it to act as a deterrent to the driver against making sharp turns that might 


Sfi£ Ford document EXPT 0570-71, email from Stomant to Campbell, June 23, 1989. 

See. c,g„ Ford document EXP2 1578, "Inter-office Memorandum,” June 9, 1987. 

See. C g.. Ford document EXPN 0175, at 0180-81, “Dealer Launch and Resource Guide.”; Ford 
document 000057450-52, Ford press release. 

See. e.g. .note 24. 
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result in rollover. 30 This change was made even though the relatively low damping of body roll 
adversely affects controllability of the Explorer. This change, coupled with Ford's other design 
tradeoffs intended to provide a vehicle more resistant to rollover allegations rather than to 
improve safety, ultimately resulted in the sacrifice of the amount of understeer and other 
contributions to a proper formation of controllability necessary to provide reasonable consumer 
safety in foreseeable tire failure circumstances. 

4. Flawed Tire Decisions 

In the fall of 1989, an engineer warned that the Office of the General Counsel of Ford 
was “arming themselves for one more attempt to . . . restrict [the Explorer] to P225 tires.” 31 
Obviously, the attempt by the lawyers to address a safety issue failed. Ford sold the Explorer 
with optional P235 tires. 

Ford engineering documents summarize the Explorer’s twisted development history by 
conceding failure: 

The 1990 Explorer has been designed to achieve the best possible handling 
stability given the fundamental constraints imposed by the vehicle package and 

suspension “type” To achieve the stated [stability] values, the Explorer has 

been lowered to the maximum extent possible. The relatively high engine 
posi tion of the Explorer, unchanged from Bronco II, prevents further significant 
improvement in Stability Index without extensive suspension, frame and 
sheetmetai revisions. 3 * 


Ford recognized that the Explorer, particularly the 2-door with P235 tires likely would fail the 
Consumer Union test. 33 


See, e.g. . note 3. 

Ford document EXP 0625, email from Stomant to White, September 1 1, 1989. 

Ford engineering document EXP3 1108, “Subject: 1990 Explorer Handling Stability.” 
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With all of Ford's design manipulations to achieve the appearance of rollover stability, 
the Explorer nevertheless remained an unstable vehicle when it was sold to the public beginning 
in 1990. Both computer simulations and Ford’s actual testing in 1989 showed that the 2-door 
Explorer with P235 tires was as unstable as the highly criticized Bronco II, and the 4-door was 
only slightly better. 3,4 When Ford engineers recommended major changes to the front 
suspension, steering system, and rollover stability dimensions in order to make the vehicle as 
resistant to rollover as they knew it needed to be, management rejected the proposals because 
they would interfere with "Job 1.” Internally, “Job 1” at Ford meant meeting the March 1990 
initial production date. 35 Ford reasoned that even though it did not make needed fundamental 
changes to the Explorer in development, it would still perform better than the Bronco II in 
rollover statistics because of the longer wheelbase and increased understeer (largely from 
reduced tire pressure) and more conservative drivers. “With the high (S0/20) mix of 4dr 
vehicles, we can expect a less aggressive driver profile with a corresponding reduction in all 
accident statistics” 36 Ford internal documents show that Ford management blithely “accepted 
[the] risk” that the Explorer would have a higher rollover risk with the larger P235 tire. 37 

Ford also blithely "accepted the risk” that the vehicle would become uncontrollable in 
foreseeable circumstances, such as tire failures. As Ford recently admitted to NHTSA, 38 it 
simply chose not to test to determine how much tire tread/belt separation, which it admitted to be 


S.ee,5,g., Ford email EXPI 0619-20, email from Stomant to White, September 12, 1989. 
See note 4. 

Ford engineering document EXP3 It 08, “Subject: 1990 Explorer Handling Stability.” 
See note 34. 

Ford document, “Firestone Tire Root Cause Update and Explorer Vehicle Dynamics 
Presentation," March 28-29, 200 1 , at page TH-3 1 32. 
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foreseeable, would reduce understeer and controllability and thus lead to unnecessary accidents. 
Ford failed to do such testing even though it knew from tire testing it had done and decades of 
use of numerous tire brands on the cars it manufactured that tire tread/belt separations could 
occur with the tires to be used on the Explorer. Contrary to Ford’s assertions in the March 
NHTSA presentation, there was nothing about the F,xplorer design that was intended to or did 
ensure vehicle controllability in the event of tread separation, 

C. The Weight of the Explorer Further Stresses the Tires 

That Ford took air out of the tires to increase the Explorer’s rollover stability cannot be 
reasonably disputed. Nor can it be disputed that weight - kg,, the load placed on tires — is a 
factor in tire life. Dr. Sanjay Govindjee from the University of California at Berkeley 
established that vehicle loading is a very significant factor leading to tread belt separations. 39 It 
also cannot be disputed that at 26 psi, Ford left a very small leading margin for safety in the tires. 

The P235 tire at 26 psi on the Explorer has a margin for safety in terms of weight of 
about 150 pounds. At 23 psi, that tire on several versions of the Explorer has reached its 
maximum load at the GAWR of the vehicle.' 10 Below 23 psi, the tire would be overloaded. In 
fact, through 1 996, Ford continually added weight to the Explorer. The 1 990 4x4 4-door 
increased from about 5,000 pounds to nearly 5,400 pounds in 1 993 to well over 5,600 pounds in 
1996. If is no surprise that a significant majority of the claims that Firestone has received is on 
the heavier Explorers. 


Sss Firestone Tire Failure Analysis, Dr. Sanjay Govindjee, January 30, 2001 , at 35. 
See attached chart. 
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In fact, the Explorer has an extremely low tire inflation safety factor relative to other 
popular SUVs. 41 

The bottom line is that Ford placed too much on the tires. It set the specifications for the 
tires and Firestone met those specifications. But Ford also reduced the tire pressure to the 
minimum so the inherently unstable Explorer could pass, just barely, internal J-Tum tests, and so 
the light truck would ride more like a car to attract family drivers. At the same time, Ford 
designed a heavy (and for that matter, top heavy) vehicle, and then continued to make the vehicle 
heavier. No wonder that the combination of low or in many cases under inflated tires with heavy 
loaded vehicles in the hot summer lead to an increase in tread separations. 

Not surprisingly, the real world data shows that this is more than just theory. 

III. The Real World Data Show the Explorer Has A Control Problem 

Not only do Ford’s internal documents show that the Explorer’s designers ignored what 
they knew about the relationship of understeer and vehicle control, the real world facts support 
the conclusion that this is not a case of a “bad tire,” as Ford’s Chairman Nasser has asserted, but 
a vehicle with a control problem: 

1 . Of the 2.6 million Wilderness AT 15” tires not supplied last year and recalled to 
General Motors, there are only 2 tread separation claims — less than 1 ppm!. 

2. The non-recalled Wilderness AT 1 5” tires supplied to Ford have a tread 
separation claims rate 8 times higher on the Explorer than on the Ford Ranger. The tires on each 
vehicle are exactly the same. 


See attached chart. 
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3. As of the end of 2000, the total number of tread separation claims and lawsuits for 
the 13 million tires that Ford is replacing is 1 18. That is, less than 10 parts per million or 
0.0009%, This is incredibly low. Ford’s announcement to replace these tires is itself suspect. 

No rational automobile company in the world would spend $3 billion to address a “problem” that 
doesn’t exist. 

4. Just a few weeks ago, there was a report of a Ford Explorer accident in Ft. Myers, 
Fla. According to the report, a BF Goodrich tire on the left rear separated, the driver then lost 
control, and the vehicle ultimately rolled over, killing the driver. In the newspaper report, the 
state trooper on the scene stated that a tread separation does not ordinarily mean that you lose 
control of the vehicle. 

5. In Venezuela, there are reports of 43 rollover accidents on Explorers between 
May 2000 and June of this year. All are Goodyear or other competitor tires. This rate of 
rollovers has prompted the Venezuelan Consumer Protection Agency to consider that Explorers 
be banned from the country. In fact, in the last 10 days alone, four people have died in 2 
separate Ford Explorer rollovers; both of the accidents were on competitor tires, 

6. Finally, the crash data itself shows tire stability problems in the Explorer. Based 
on the Florida Traffic Crash Database, the odds of an Explorer rolling over in a single vehicle 
highway tire-related incident are 4.35 while the odds of comparable SUVs rolling over in the 
same accidents are 1 .92. 4! The odds ratio of a fatality occurring in such an accident is nearly 
three times greater with the Explorer. The Explorer did not fair much better in Texas. In such 
incidents based on the Texas database, the odds ratio of an Explorer rolling over is 1 .58 times 


See attached chart. 
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that of comparable SUVs . 43 The odds ratio of being killed if an individual is in such incident in 
Texas while in an Explorer is nearly four times that of other comparable SUVs . 44 This data 
proves that the Explorer in single vehicle, tire related highway incidents simply does not perform 
up to par with its competitors. The testing performed by Dr. Dennis Guenther show why. 

IV. Dr, Penpis A, Guenther’s Engineering Analysis Of The Ford Explorer 

A. Summary 

This analysis is focused on the loss of control experienced by the Explorer in normal 
highway driving following a rear tire tread'belt separation (hereinafter “tread separation”). 

Loss of control in this circumstance often results in the Explorer leaving the highway and 
rolling over or spinning into an angle relative to its path of travel on the roadway sufficient to 
cause rollover, with or without tripping, or other serious accidents. Because loss of control is a 
precursor to rollovers and other serious accidents, the hypothesis is suggested by common 
Explorer accident scenarios that the Explorer has a control problem leading to rollover and other 
crashes in the event of tread separation. 


See M, 

See attached chart. 
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Dr, Guenther has tested that hypothesis and found that: 

• the Explorer models he has tested, as designed, have a significantly lower amount 
of understeer than the other SUVs he has evaluated, less than half as much as the 
Jeep Cherokee and Chevrolet Blazer; 

• the Explorer loses much of its small margin of understeer when it is loaded to 
gross vehicle weight rating; the Cherokee and the Blazer do not; 

» the Explorer models tested, unlike the Cherokee and the Blazer, lose all of their 
understeer and become oversteer vehicles in most circumstances following tread 
separation on a left rear tire , 45 the predominant tire position in Explorer tread 
separation crashes; the only exception in Dr. Guenther’s investigation is a light 
load configuration in a counter-clockwise turn, with the separated tire mounted on 
the left rear, a circumstance where the vehicle retains a very small amount of 
understeer; 

• an oversteer vehicle is extremely difficult for most ordinary drivers to control, 
particularly at interstate highway speeds where it can become directionally 
unstable; 

His conclusion based on these findings is that the Explorer is defectively designed in that it has 
an inadequate margin of control in the foreseeable circumstance of tread separation during 
normal highway driving in most load and turning circumstances. 


Left rear tread separation is the most common finding in Explorer accidents involving tread 
separation and is the condition examined to date. 
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B, Relevant Engineering / Accident Reconstruction Concepts 
I. Understeer/Oversteer 

The terms ‘*understeer" and “oversteer”, while not particularly descriptive in themselves, 
are engineering terms that are used to characterize what is one of the most significant contra! 
relationships in driving an automobile in the linear range 46 - the amount of steering input 
necessary to produce an amount of G’s of lateral acceleration, which produces the side force that 
accomplishes turning of an automobile. It is measured and expressed in degrees of steering 
wheel input per G of lateral acceleration. 

The amount of understeer or oversteer in a vehicle is measured by driving the vehicle in a 
constant radius circle at an increasing speed and recording the degrees of steer input per G of 
lateral acceleration. In an understecr vehicle a test driver, in terms of what he perceives and does 
in that circumstance, must steer toward the center of the circle, with increasing steer input as he 
increases speed, in order to stay on the path of the constant radius circle; that is the same thing 
the average driver experiences as he drives around a curve - he must steer to the inside of the 
curve in order to generate the side force necessary to turn the vehicle and stay on the curving 
path, and the rear of the vehicle follows the front around the circle. 

An oversteer vehicle behaves just the opposite. The test driver would have to steer away 
from the center of the circle in order to stay on the constant radius circle as his speed increases- 
he would have to “take steer out" or “reverse steer” in order to keep the car on the path of the 


Linear range in this context refers to normal everyday driving by average drivers. 
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circle as he increases speed. 4 ' “Because of this need for steering reversal, final oversteer is 
generally considered bad .” 48 

Automobile manufacturers do not intentionally design an oversteer characteristic into 
cars intended for ordinary drivers because “a vehicle that oversteers, by design or circumstance, 
is highly undesirable .” 49 The vehicle dynamics literature is clear that an oversteering vehicle is 
directionally unstable - generally speaking, “an understeering vehicle is a directionally stable 
vehicle” and “an oversteering vehicle is directionally an unstable vehicle .” 50 A vehicle is 
directionally unstable if steering or disturbances, such as wind, generate forces that cause an 
ever-increasing vehicle response until it spins out . 51 Oversteer characteristically results in 
spinout . 52 

Generally, it is “desirable to have understeer to avoid directional instability .” 53 Ford, like 
any other automobile manufacturer, tries to build understeer into its cars . 54 They do this because 
understeer is essential to safely control an automobile. 

Car designers can increase or decrease the amount of. understeer in a vehicle by many 
different means - by adjusting spring rates, suspension geometry, frame stiffness, roll damping, 

See Gillespie, “Fundamentals of Vehicle Dynamics,” for a technical definition of “understeer” 
and “oversteer.” 

Dixon, “Limit Steady State Vehicle Handling," at page 283, col. 1. 

Dickerson, et al., “Vehicle Handling with Tire Tread Separation,” at 2 (1999). 

Bergman, “The Basic Nature of Vehicle Understeer-Oversteer” atpage 11, col. I (1965). 

isl 

&S£ “NHTS A: An Experimental Examination of Selected Maneuvers That May Induce On-Road 
Untripped, Light Vehicle Rollover - Phase II of NHTSA’s 1997-1998 Vehicle Rollover Research 
Program” at page 29 (1999). 

Allen, et al., “Characteristics Influencing Ground Vehicle Lateral/Directional Dynamic Stability'” 
at page 27, col. 1 (1991). 

See, e.g .. note I . 


47 

48 

49 

50 
St 

52 

53 
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tire properties, tire pressure, weight distribution, and other vehicle and component 
characteristics. They adjust these and other elements which result in the amount and character of 
control available. Automobile designers, of course, may adjust these elements for reasons other 
than achieving or influencing controllability; they may, for example, make such adjustments to 
seek ride comfort, to achieve a “flat” European cornering feel, to improve rollover resistance, or 
for other reasons. Each of those trade-offs for such reasons, however, potentially affects the 
amount of understeer and the amount of control safety margin, and the result is exacerbated by 
the potentially greater understeer needs of SUVs. 

Cars differ from each other in how much control margin, or understeer, they have. How 
much understeer is necessary to provide a safe margin of control? The answer from an 
engineering perspective is: The amount necessary to provide predictable vehicle control in 
foreseeable driving circumstances for the drivers intended for that vehicle. 

The foreseeable circumstances of driving include many things - the coefficient of friction 
of the roadway surface, wind gusts, ice and snow, vehicle load, component wear and failure, the 
effect of heat and use on the fit and flexibility of suspension system components, and many 
others. One foreseeable circumstance, of course, is tires wearing out and eventually failing, 
including tread separation, the most common mode of wearout failure for steel belted radial tires. 
All of these circumstances can cause an increase in the need for understeer or directly decrease 
the amount of understeer available in the vehicle. For example, tread separation will change tire 
properties related to understeer, decreasing cornering stiffness and traction provided by belt and 
tread. 

These are not new considerations for Ford automobile designers. For more than 30 years, 
the technical literature relating to tire influence on vehicle dynamics has pointed out that in order 
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to avoid oversteer following rear tire failure, “it is desirable to make the car strongly understeer 
in the original condition,” 55 Tests on the predecessor to the Explorer, the Bronco II, 
demonstrated that following rear tire tread separation that “vehicle exhibited dramatic oversteer 
characteristics and was unstable.” 56 

Not only is oversteer an unacceptable vehicle characteristic, but the transition from 
understeer to oversteer that might occur in the event of loss of tread and tire cornering properties, 
if sufficient understeer is not originally built into the car, is particularly dangerous. The 
unexpected reversal of the handling characteristics of the car in that circumstance is just the sort 
of unexpected event that leads to driving accidents; it is particularly unexpected because “none 
of the currently manufactured passenger cars show such behavior in ordinary driving.” 57 The 
ordinary driver has not experienced and cannot anticipate the catastrophic results of this reversal 

One of the car designer’s engineering obligations is to quantify the amount of understeer 
and other vehicle control characteristics required to account and compensate for such varying 
and foreseeable events, the inevitable changes in driving circumstances. By that quantification 
he determines the amount of understeer, the margin of control, that must be designed into the car. 

2. Tread Separation 

Tread separation is a failure mode usual in steel belted radial tires. 58 The majority of 
Firestone tires incurring a tread separation, without some causally related damage to the tire, are 


Kondo, et a!., “Dynamical Behaviors Of A Car When One Tire Is Punctured Simulatively” at 
pages 2, 43(1968). 

See note 49. 

Bergman, "Considerations in Determining Vehicle Handling Requirements" at page 7, col. 1 
(1969). 

S ee, e.g . Robinette, et a!., “Drag and Steering Effects of Under Inflated and Deflated Tires” 

(1997). 
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high mileage tires with long use. The causes of this form of failure are heat, loading, oxidation 
and cyclic stressing, all of which can weaken and result in shearing of the rubber bond between 
the layers of steel belts, which centrifugal force can then pull apart. This breakdown is an 
inevitable result of the chemical and physical properties of rubber tires and how they are 
commonly used. 

Those who are unfamiliar with tires or with accident reconstruction tend to describe tread 
separations or accidents associated with tread separations as if they are explosive events in which 
the vehicle is thrown out of control by the force of the separation. The scientific literature and 
testing commissioned by automobile manufacturers and others, however, has repeatedly 
demonstrated that this is not correct. 

For example, Carr Engineering, vehicle dynamics experts regularly retained by Ford to 

testify in automotive litigation, carried out testing on behalf of Ford relating to, among other 

things, the forces involved in tread separation. Their findings in those tests led them to conclude: 

During the tread separation event, the tire did pull the vehicle 
slightly to one side but the driver kept a straight line path with a 
small steering correction. This amplitude of steer angle is small 
and on the order required to keep a vehicle in the lane on curved 
highways or in a straight path during other events such as wind 
gusts or driving through water puddles at highway speeds. 59 

Other automotive researchers, including plaintiff experts pursuing forensic inquiries, 
academic researchers, and Firestone, have arrived at the same conclusion based on numerous 
tests, including tests involving the Explorer and the Firestone tires mounted on it as original 
equipment. For example: 


Document BGC 0016305-3 11, memorandum from Tandy to Mickus, January 23, 1999, at pages 
2-3.. [Test vehicles included a 1993 Ford Explorer, 1986 Ford Bronco II, 1986 Ford Bronco II 

(continued. , .) 
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• “[Separation by itself was not sufficient to cause loss of control.” 

“No induced steering was felt as a result of tread separation.” “Test results by 
this author corroborate work by Gardner who measured that steering wheel 
inputs during tread separation are of the order of magnitude of lane change 
maneuvers during high speed travel ” 60 

• “Maintaining control of the vehicle after tread/belt separation requires a steering 
torque similar to that required for a lane change maneuver.” “The results of the 
testing show ? that the forces developed during a tread/belt detachment are well 
within the range of a driver’s ability to control a vehicle.” 61 

• “Little or no corrective steering action was needed to maintain control of the 
vehicle during the tread separation events.” 62 

Descriptions of tread separation related accidents also sometimes fail to accurately 
capture the sequential nature of those accidents. Engineering analysis and accident 
reconstruction require that tread separation and accidents associated with them be broken down 
into their separate parts. For those purposes, the accident events should be viewed as three 
separate and sequential elements: 


(. . .continued) 

XLT, 1994 Dodge Intrepid, 1987 Ford Club Wagon van, 1990 Ford Bronco, 1990 Ford Aerostar 
van, 1987 Toyota van]. 

60 Klein, et al. “Anatomy of Accidents Following Tire Disablements,” at page 6 (1999). [Test 
vehicles were 1989 Pathfinder and 1982 Chevrolet pickup]. 

61 Gardner, “The Role of Tread/Belt Detachment In Accident Causation,” at pages 7-8, 10 (1998). 
[Test vehicles were Ford Explorer, Camry Station Wagon, and Chevy Truck C2500]. 

62 Fay, et al. s “Drag and Steenng Effect from Tire Tread Belt Separation and Loss,” at page 13 
(1999). [Test vehicle was 1993 Ford Taurus]. 


23 



157 


a. Pre-separation 

This is characterized by vibration felt generally in the vehicle, (see notes 58 and 60) as 
the tire is deformed from a smooth circle to an irregular “circle” by movement of the tread and 
belt. This vibration is something most drivers have experienced in connection with a failed tire, 
whether a puncture blowout or a tread separation or some other mode of tire failure. 

The vibration serves as notice that something is wrong with a tire, a message that most 
drivers understand as requiring them to take their foot off the gas, check the traffic around them, 
and begin to move to the shoulder of the highway to change the tire. 

b. Separation 

Testing, (see notes 58,59,60 & 61) establishes that the actual tread separation is a benign 
event in terms of the amount and duration of forces exerted on the automobile laterally, 
longitudinally and vertically. 

c. Post-separation 

In the period immediately following tread separation on a rear tire any SUV will lose 
some understeer because the tire properties contributing to control of the vehicle - cornering 
stiffness, traction, etc. - will have been reduced because of removal of the tread and one of the 
steel belts. It is the controllability of the Explorer in this circumstance that Dr. Guenther is 
investigating. 

C. Engineering Evaluation Of Explorer Directional Control 

Dr. Guenther was retained by counsel to assist them in the preparation of Firestone’s 
defense in the personal injury litigation arising out of Explorer crash and rollover accidents. 
While he made measurements of and inspected various Explorers and engaged in some accident 
reconstruction at the direction of counsel, he did not undertake the dynamics testing and data 
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analysis underlying his conclusions concerning the controllability of the Explorer until last 
month. 

Firestone had expected that Ford, as part of a root cause analysis, would focus on the 
vehicle and provide Firestone, NHTSA and the Congress information about the vehicle’s 
handling in a tread separation event. Ford has 15 years of experience in the design and 
development of and litigation about the Explorer. They have that information. Firestone 
requested Ford participation in investigation of the vehicle in October of last year. In spite of 
repeated follow up requests, Ford made no response to Firestone. It became clear that Dr. 
Guenther’s engineering evaluation of the Explorer would be important not only in defense of the 
litigation but in addressing congressional, regulatory and public concerns about automotive 
safety relating to loss of control and rollover of the Explorer when it experienced tread 
separation. 

1. Testing Conducted 
a. Site 

The tests were carried out at the Transportation Research Center, Inc. (TRC) test facility 
near East Liberty, Ohio. The facility is used on a contract basis by numerous automobile 
manufacturers, component suppliers, and state and national regulatory authorities to conduct 
automotive safety testing. It was used by NHTSA, for example, in 1997-98 to conduct extensive 
tests of maneuvers that may induce on-road untripped rollover in various vehicles, including the 
Ford Explorer. 63 Ford used TRC in development testing of the UN- 105, the version of the 
Explorer offered in 1995 and subsequent years. 


See note 52. 
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b. Study Objectives 

The purpose of the testing program, which is ongoing, is to examine the margin of 
control in the Explorer as designed and, comparatively, in peer SUVs in the circumstance 
following rear tire tread separation. Due to the complexities and non-linearity of vehicles and 
the nature of the Explorer accidents. Dr. Guenther chose to explore the linear range as a 
preliminary investigation. In the linear range, a principal parameter of control is the 
understeer/oversteer gradient (other parameters such as steering response time and gain, and 
steering frequency response are also being examined as they may relate to loss of control in the 
event of tire tread separation). 

c. Test Vehicles 
The vehicles evaluated are the following: 


1996 

Ford Explorer 

4 dr 

4x2 

1996 

Chevy Blazer 

4 dr 

4x2 

2001 

Jeep Cherokee 

4 dr 

4x2 

2000 

Ford Explorer 

4 dr 

4x2 


Each vehicle was tested with its original equipment (OE) tires at OEM recommended tire 
pressure. The 1996 Explorer was tested with both OE Firestone tires and OE Goodyear tires 
recommended by Ford. 

d. Vehicle Instrumentation and Measurement 

The data acquired for purposes of this analysis was the following: 64 

Vehicle Input 

Steering Wheel Angle 

M See attached exhibit 5. 
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Vehicle Speed 
Ve hicle Response 

Lateral Acceleration 
Yaw Rate 
Body Roll Angle 
e. Test Maneuvers 

The tests conducted are universally recognized standard tests used by automobile 
manufacturers, including Ford, and other researchers in vehicle dynamics for establishing the 
values investigated. The tests are as follows: 

Step Steer - The vehicle is driven on the test pad area in a straight line at a constant 
speed. The driver then rapidly turns the steering wheel until it hits a mechanical stop. Steering 
wheel stops are set to attain a desired lateral acceleration at the test speeds. This steer angle is 
held until steady-state response is established. 

Tests were run in both directions (right tum/left turn) and at two speeds (60 mph and 40 
mph). The test was run both with four good tires and with the left rear tire detreaded by cutting 
between the steel belts; test runs with the detreaded tire were done only at the slower 40 mph 
speed. Test runs were done at both light load (curb plus driver and instrumentation) and heavy 
load (gross vehicle weight rating). 

The test is used to measure vehicle response times as related to lateral acceleration and 
yaw velocity response, and to measure the gain of these responses in relation to steering wheel 
input (output divided by input). 
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Constant Radius Circle - The vehicle is driven around a 200 foot constant radius circle 
with increasing speed. The driver adjusts the steering angle (by taming the steering wheel) as 
necessary to keep the vehicle on the path of the circle. 

Test runs were done in both directions, clockwise and counter-clockwise, with four good 
tires and with the left rear tire detreaded. Test runs were done at light load (curb plus driver and 
instrumentation) and heavy load (gross vehicle weight rating). 

The test is used to measure understeer and oversteer (degrees of road wheel steer per Gs 
of lateral acceleration). 

Frequency Response - Sinusoidal sweep steering tests are frequently used to determine 
the linear response of vehicles. The vehicles in these tests were driven on a long straightaway 
with the driver steering with slowly increasing frequency up to approximately 3 to 4 hz followed 
by decreasing frequency. The test was run at a nominal speed of 66 mph. 

The test measures lateral acceleration gain, yaw velocity gain, and phase angles at the 
frequencies tested (up to 3 to 4 hz). 

f. Results of Directional Control Tests 

The results of the constant radius circle tests are set forth in data sheets and charts 
attached hereto as Exhibit 6. Data reduction and analysis continues with respect to the step steer 
and frequency response tests. 

In summary, the findings in the tests are as follows: 

Constant Radius Circle - This standard method of measuring understeer/overeteer 
gradient establishes that the Explorer, with four good tires, has a relatively small amount of 
understeer compared to other SUVs tested - less than half the amount found in the Blazer and 
the Cherokee. In fact, the Cherokee has about the same understeer with a detreaded tire as the 
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Explorer with four good tires. These findings are consistent with NHTSA vehicle 
characterization tests that found that the Explorer had the lowest amount of understeer of the 12 
vehicles on which it conducted rollover-inducing maneuver tests. 65 

The test results show that, unlike the other SUVs tested, the Explorer loses its small 
margin of understeer when it experiences a tread separation and becomes an oversteer vehicle. 

This is true whether the Explorer is operated on Goodyear OE tires recommended by 
Ford or on Firestone OE tires. 

The Explorer’s oversteer characteristic is worse in the loaded condition. The only 
circumstance in which it does not become oversteer with a detreaded tire is when it is lightly 
loaded (curb plus driver and instrumentation) and the detreaded tire is on the inside rear position 
(left rear in a counter-clockwise turn); in test runs in that configuration the Explorer is almost 
neutral steer with respect to the understeer/oversteer gradient. 

An oversteer vehicle is not safe at highway speeds in the hands of an average driver. 
Sometimes a driver may achieve directional control, sometimes he may not. 

In addition to his dynamic testing, Dr. Guenther has carried out several accident 
reconstructions involving Explorer crashes and reviewed numerous police accident reports 
concerning such accidents. Explorer rollover accidents, as reflected in those reconstructions and 
police accident reports, frequently occur 

• on interstate or similar high-quality, high-speed roadways, without 
environmental interference; 

• in straight line travel; 


See note 42. 


29 



163 

• at highway speed 

• with no driver impairment 

• with no risky behavior 

• with rear tire tread separation 

• with some apparent effort at driver steering control reflected in change(s) 
of vehicle heading and path of travel. 

2. Conclusion 

The Explorer is an oversteer vehicle in most circumstances after it experiences tread 
separation. Oversteer can make a vehicle directionally unstable and subject to loss of control in 
the hands of most drivers. This is a vehicle problem, not a tire problem. The vehicle performs 
the same following tread separation on the Goodyear tire as it does the Firestone tire. This must 
be regarded as a highway safety defect within the meaning of the National Traffic and Motor 
Vehicle Safety Act. 

V. T h e Ford -K\plor er V eh i cle Dynamics Presentation” To NHTSA Of March 
2 3 -29, 2 00 1 Concerni ng Explorer Loss Of Control Following Tread 
Sep a rat ion Is Mi sleading-A n d I rre l evant 

The following statements and charts are examples of the many inaccuracies and 
irrelevancies contained in the Ford vehicle dynamics presentation to NHTSA: 

• Statement at page TH-3 18. Exhibit 7 - The statement about tread separation, “This 
fundamental cause [of loss of control, i.e. . decreased tire traction] overwhelms differences in 
design among vehicle classes or within vehicle classes. Explorers perform like all other 
vehicles”, is true only with respect to limit maneuvers, that is, at high lateral acceleration where 
most of us never operate a vehicle, even in most emergency maneuvers. The statement is not 
relevant or accurate in the linear range of maneuvering, that is, at low lateral accelerations 
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experienced in normal driving ( e.g .. 0.3 Gs or less). The maneuver involved in correcting for the 
small amount of drag following a belt separation (similar to a normal lane change steer, 
according to SAE test literature), 66 or the maneuver involved in bringing the car to the shoulder 
so that you can change the tire is just such a low lateral acceleration maneuver, even at highway 
speeds. 

In normal everyday driving maneuvers following a tread separation the Explorer does not 
perform like all other vehicles. In this circumstance, it has a higher likelihood of loss of control 
because it lacks the necessary margin of understeer to remain directionally controllable in 
highway maneuvers involved in normal driving. Peer SUVs, such as the Cherokee and Blazer, 
remain understeer and more controllable in a wider range of maneuvers following tread 
separation than the Explorer. 

• Statement at page TH-3 76. Exhibit 7 — This chart purports to show results of various SUV 
vehicles in a constant radius circle test following a tread separation. It shows all vehicles 
including the Explorer maneuvering at more than 0.5 G lateral acceleration with a separated tire 
on the outside rear. That is a physical impossibility in normal highway travel; these vehicles in 
general and the Explorer in particular cannot generate that much lateral acceleration with a 
detreaded tire in the outside rear position in normal highway travel. The Explorer will spin out 
of control before it reaches 0.5 G lateral acceleration in this circumstance. Ford can do it only as 
a trick on a low speed 100 foot radius circle. It indicates the irrelevant nature of the information 
presented to NHTSA in its vehicle dynamics presentation. 

The suggestion accompanying the chart that “Explorers and peer vehicles oversteer above 
approximately 0.4G, with tread off of outside rear tire” is not accurate or relevant. The Explorer 

6fi 5fi£ fa e,g„ Klein, et al., “Anatomy of Accidents Following Tire Disablements” (1999). 
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with a detreaded tire is oversteer in that circumstance at all lower lateral acceleration levels while 
the Blazer and Cherokee are not. Moreover, it is not relevant to an analysis of highway safety in 
normal driving because motorists generally do not operate their vehicles at the higher level of 
lateral acceleration examined by Ford. The assertion is made that “tread separation on O/S rear 
tire narrows differences among all vehicles (overwhelms design differences)” is, again, not 
accurate in the linear range; it only applies to limit maneuvers. Following tread separation, the 
Blazer and Cherokee maintain understeer in the linear range while the Explorer has none and 
changes completely to oversteer; the Cherokee, in fact, has about as much understeer with a 
detreaded outside rear tire as the Explorer does with four good tires. Similarly, the statement that 
“Explorer performance is typical of peer vehicles" is not accurate for linear range operations for 
the same reason. The Explorer is oversteer in the linear range of lateral acceleration following 
outside rear tread separation (about 0.3G or less); other SUVs remain understeer in the linear 
range. 

• Statement at page TH-3 87. Exhibit 7 - This simulation chart depicts all vehicles as having 
the same maneuvering limits following a tread separation. Dr. Guenther’s testing at TRC 
demonstrates the contrary in the linear range and the computer-generated simulation has no basis 
in fact. 

* Statement at page TH-3 132. Exhibit 7 - The first and fourth statements on this page are 
presented without any supporting data of any sort. The Explorer does not “perform similar to 
others in its class in the event of a tire tread separation", rather, it becomes oversteer, an 
unpredictable, unfamiliar, unsafe handling condition. For that reason, the Explorer does not 
“have a margin of safety 'as designed’ to accommodate, to a reasonable level, component 
failures including tread separations.” 
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» Statement at page TH-3 134. Exhibit 7 - The fourth statement on this page is false. The 
designers of the Blazer and the Cherokee have in fact provided a margin of control safety 
following tread separation in the design of those vehicles. They did it more than a decade ago, 
when the Blazer and the Cherokee were the primary SUV examples available to Ford engineers 
for comparative analysis when they designed and developed the Explorer, 
vi. Cantlmiap 

Ford has had over twenty years to adjust the design of the Ford Explorer and to work 
cooperatively and responsibly with its tire suppliers to ensure the safety and stability of its 
vehicle. To date, it has failed to do so. The design of the Explorer is an oversteer vehicle in the 
event of a tread separation. A tread separation is normally a benign event that a driver can 
control by pulling to the shoulder of any roadway. The flawed design of the Explorer, however, 
renders the vehicle in a tread separation event susceptible to rollover and therefore potentially 
lethal. While real world data and an engineering analysis of the vehicle confirm this 
phenomenon. Ford refuses to accept the facts and take responsibility. The purpose of this 
analysis is to ensure that these facts are publicly known, and, in the best case, to compel Ford to 
take responsibility for its flawed attempts to protect its defective product. 
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Florida Database Overview 

The analyses in this document are based on the Florida Traffic Crash Database. The Florida 
Traffic Crash Database contains information on motor vehicle crashes that occurred in the state 
of Florida in calendar years 1993-1999, and through the first three quarters of 2000.' It is 
organized in seven relational databases containing information on the Event, Vehicle, Driver, 
Pedestrians, Violations, Passengers and D.O.T Site Location. 

Only crashes that required police intervention or the provision of emergency services are present 
in the database, since official reports are only produced if these agencies are involved in the 
incident. All statistics presented refer only to the population of vehicles involved in the reported 
incidents, i.e. all statistics are conditional on being in the crash database. 

To identify the specific vehicle make and model, a VIN decoder was used. The analyses 
presented here are based on VIN decoding of the database by Firestone. Firestone utilizes a 
POLK VIN decoder, a commercially available VIN decoder. 

Of the 2,894,366 records in the Florida database that are vehicle type automobile, passenger van, 
or pickup/light truck (2 rear tires) [Type of Vehicle = 01, 02, or 03], 2,783,084 had 1 1 -digit VIN 
numbers and were sent to be VIN decoded. Of these 2,783,084 records, 2. 1 million records 
(2,088,901 specifically) were VIN decoded. Of the 1 1 1,282 that did not have 1 1 -digit VINs, 
20,299 records had between 7 and 10 digits. A minimum of 7 digits is required to identify make 
and model. Make and model cannot be identified for the other 90,983. 

Among the 2,088,901 VIN decoded records, 177,705 are single vehicle crashes. Of these, 

19,226 are sport utility vehicle (SUV) crashes and 10,989 are mid size sport utility crashes. Of 
the 10,989 mid-size SUV crashes on any road, 2,491 are single vehicle mid-size SUV highway 
crashes. Of these, 202 are tire-related (about 8 percent) and 2,289 (about 92 percent) are non-tire 
related single vehicle highway crashes. 

The information contained in this document has not yet been presented to congress. 


Vehicle Population for Analysis 

♦ SUV single vehicle highway crashes from 1993-2000 (accident years 1993-2000 and all 
model years). 

♦ SUVs were identified based on three external lists identifying SUVs: ( I) J.D. Powers 
(JDPA) customer satisfaction surveys from the following years: 1999, 1997, 1996, and 
1995; (2) NHTSA’s list of SUVs Crash-Tested by NHTSA Model Years 1990-2001, and 
(3) all SUVs identified in the 2001 Official JDPA Vehicle Segmentation Guide list 
including the following segments: Entry SUV Segment, Midsize SUV segment, Full Size 


1 The latest Crash Date in the database is August 7, 2000. 
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SUV Segment, and Luxury SUV segment. The complete list of SUVs and the specific 
SUVs identified in the Florida database are included in Appendix A to this document. 

From the complete SUV list, mid-size SUVs were identified based on two criteria. First, 
we included vehicles with weights similar to the Ford Explorer. Second, we included all 
vehicles identified as midsize in the JDPA market segment list (the Ford Explorer is 
identified as mid size) unless the weight was more similar to the Ford Expedition than to 
the Ford Explorer. The Explorer weight range is approximately 4600-5600 pounds 
whereas the Expedition weight range is approximately 6,800 to 7200 pounds. 


Variable Definitions 

* Type of Vehicle - type of vehicle is automobile, passenger van, or pickup/light truck [2 
rear tires] (Type of Vehicle = 01 , 02, or 03). 

* Single Vehicle - number of vehicles involved in the crash is equal to 1 (Total Number of 
Vehicles). 

* Highway — Crash occurred on an Interstate, US Highwav, Tumpike/Toll (Road System 
Identifier = 01, 02, or 06) 

* Vehicle Identification Number - 1 1-digit VIN used to identify information about a 
specific vehicle (e.g., make and model) after decoding. 

* Vehicle Make - Digits 1 . 2, and 3 from the VIN number identify vehicle manufacturer, 
make, and type (e.g., Ford Motor Company, Ford, passenger car). 

* Vehicle Model - Digits 5, 6, and 7 from the VIN number identify vehicle line and body 
type (e.g., Taurus GL 4-door sedan). 

* Explorer and Navajo - For the Explorer, make is Ford and model is Explorer (all types 
including XL, XLS, etc.). For the Navajo, make is Mazda and model is Navajo. 

* Mid Size SUVs - all SUV makes and models identified in Appendix A for Florida except 
the Ford Explorer and the Mazda Navajo. 

* Tire-related Incident - A tire-related incident is defined as tire puncture/blowout or 
wom/smcoth tires (l sl Vehicle Defect = 03 (worn/smooth tires) or 05 (puncture/blowout) 
OR 2" 0 Vehicle Defect = 03 or 05). 

► Rollover - The first harmful event that took place in the crash is identified as overturned 
( 1 s{ Harmful Event = 31). 

► Fatality Incident - The crash injury severity is identified as fatal injury (Crash Injury 
Severity = 5) or the injury severity of the driver is identified as fatal injury (Injury 
Severity (Driver) = 5). 
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The pages from the Florida Traffic Crash Database Directory that describe the variables listed 
above are provided in Appendix B to this document. 


Results 


Tabie 1 shows the rollover comparison between the Ford Explorer/Navajo and other mid-size 
SUVs for single vehicle highway tire-related incidents in Florida (202 incidents). The likelihood 
of a rollover for: 

♦ The Ford Explorer/Mazda Navajo is 8 1 %. 

♦ Other mid-size SUVs is 66 %. 

The likelihood ratio is 1.236 and the 90% confidence bounds (which shows a 5% test on each 
side) are 1.075 to 1.422. This ratio is significantly different than 1.0. If both vehicles were the 
same in regards to the tire-related rollover probability, we would expect the ratio to be 1 .0. 
Hence, we conclude that the vehicles are different. 

The odds of a rollover for: 

♦ The Ford Explorer/Mazda Navajo is 4.35. 

♦ Other mid-size SUVs is 1 .92. 

The ratio of the odds is 2.27. 
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Table 1 . Single Vehicle Highway Tire Related Accidents in Florida - 
Rollover: 1993-2000 


■ ■: ;; ; :>U . •; 'f £•.-£ - 

' ;; ■/: ;L:: : ' 

; '• VeblcleType l 'f { U: 

Tire Related Single Vehicle Highway Accidents 

. - r :- r in Florida Lt? : •> \ :• .-U 

Rollover 

No Rollover 

Total 

Explorers and Navajos 

74 

17 

91 


(81.32) 

(18.68) 

(45.05) 

Other mid-size SUVs 

73 

38 

111 


(65.77) 

(34.23) 

(54.95) 

Total 

147 

55 

202 


Table 2 shows the fatality incident comparison between the Ford Explorer/Navajo and other mid- 
size SUVs for single vehicle highway tire-related incidents in Florida (202 incidents). The 
likelihood of a fatality incident for 

♦ The Ford Explorer/Mazda Navajo is 17%. 

♦ Other mid-size SUVs is 6%. 

The likelihood ratio is 2.6 14 and the 90% confidence bounds (which shows a 5% test on each 
side) are 1.277 to 5.349. This ratio is significantly different than 1 .0. If both vehicles were the 
same in regards to the tire-related fatality incident probability, we would expect the ratio to be 
1 .0. Hence, we conclude that the vehicles are different. 


The odds of a fatal incident for: 

♦ The Ford Explorer/Mazda Navajo is 0. ! 97. 

♦ Other mid-size SUVs is 0.067. 

The ratio of the odds is 2.94. 
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Table 2. Single Vehicle Highway Tire Related Accidents in Florida - 
Fatality Incidents: 1993-2000 


£ 'i- -y ti 

- , VchicleTypc 

Tire Related Single Vehicle Highway Accidents 
.in Honda- . . 

Fatality Incident 

Non Fatality 

Incident 6- 

Total 

Explorers and Navajos 

15 

76 

91 


(16.48) 

(83.52) 

(45.05) 

Other mid-size SUVs 

7 

104 

111 


(6.31) 

(93.69) 

(54.95) 

Total 

22 

180 

202 
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Appendix A 


SUV Reference List and Mid-Size SUVs identified in Florida 
Crash Database (Midsize List = 1) 
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THE Mid-Size SUV LIST 


Make 

Model 

X if SUV is in 
Florida Crash 
database 

JD Power 

X if SUV is In Texas Market 
Crash database Segment 

Gross 

Weight 

(Min) 

Gross 

Weight 

(Max) 

Midsize 

List 

AW General 

Hummer H3 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Buick 

Rendezvous 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Chevrolet 

Blazer 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4450 

5300 

' 

Chevrolet 

S-10 Blazer 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4350 

5100 

< 

Chevrolet 

Trailblazer 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Chrysler 

Citadel 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Dodge 

Durango 

X 


Midsize 

6050 

6400 


Ford 

CrossT rainer Wagon 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Ford 

Explorer 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4760 

5560 

' 

Ford 

Ranger SUV 



Midsize 

4420 

5120 

' 

GMC 

Envoy 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


GMC 

Jimmy 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4450 

5300 

1 

GMC 

Jimmy Sonoma 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4450 

5300 

1 

GMC 

Jimmy/Envoy 

X 


Midsize 

4450 

5300 

t 

Honda 

MAV 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Honda 

Passport 

X 

X 

Midsize 

3956 

3958 

1 

ISUZU 

Axiom 



Midsize 

3920 

4180 

1 

Isuzu 

Rodeo 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4550 

4900 

1 

ISU2U 

Rodeo/Rodeo Sport 

X 


Midsize 

4550 

4700 

t 

Isuzu 

Trooper 

X 

X 

Midsize 

5350 

5550 

t 

Isuzu 

Trooper II 

X 

X 

Midsize 

5510 

5510 

1 

Isuzu 

VehiCROSS 

X 


Midsize 

4852 

4852 

1 

ieep 

Grand Cherokee 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4950 

5600 

1 

.and Rover 

Discovery 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4465 

4576 

1 
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Mazda 

Navajo 

X 

X 

Midsize 

3785 

4184 

Mazda 

Nextourer 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 

Mercury 

Mountaineer 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4780 

5560 

Mitsubishi 

Montero 

X 

X 

Midsize 

5732 

5732 

Mitsubishi 

Montero Sport 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4730 

5000 

Nissan 

Pathfinder 

X 

X 

Midsize 

3980 

4075 

Oldsmobile 

Bravada 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4049 

5300 

Subaru 

Lambda SUV 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 

Toyota 

4- Runner 

X 

X 

Midsize 

5250 

5400 

Toyota 

Highlander 



Midsize 

4982 

4982 

Volkswagen 

SUV 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 

Acura 

MDX 



Luxury 

5690 

5690 

Accra 

SLX 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4315 

4315 

AM General 

Hummer 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

BMW 

X3 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

BMW 

X5 

X 


Luxury 

4795 

4795 

BMW 

X7 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Cadillac 

Crossover 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Cadillac 

Escalade 

X 


Luxury 

5572 

5572 

Cadillac 

LAV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Infiniti 

Crossover 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

infiniti 

Fullsize SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Infiniti 

QX4 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4275 

4275 

Land Rover 

DiscoverySeriesll 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4576 

4630 

Land Rover 

Range Rover 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4828 

4828 

Lexus 

LX 450 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4751 

4751 

Lexus 

LX 470 

X 


Luxury 

5401 

5401 

Lexus 

RX300 

X 


Luxury 

3789 

3925 

Lincoln 

Compact SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Lincoln 

LAV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 
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Lincoln 

Navigator 

X 


Luxury 

6750 

7200 

Mercedes Benz 

Crossover SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Mercedes Benz 

M-Class 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Mercedes Benz 

ML-Class (ML 320) 

X 


Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Mercedes Benz 

MLG 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Porsche 

Cayenne 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Saab 

SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Toyota 

LandCruiser 

X 

X 

Luxury 

6470 

6860 

Volvo 

SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

AM General 

Hummer H2 



Fullsize 

6964 

6964 

Chevrolet 

Suburban 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6800 

8600 

Chevrolet 

Tahoe 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6100 

6800 

Ford 

Bronco 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6000 

6450 

Ford 

Excursion 

X 


Fullsize 

8800 

9200 

Ford 

Expedition 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6700 

7200 

GMC 

Denali 

X 


Fullsize 

5583 

5583 

GMC 

Suburban 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6800 

8600 

GMC 

Typhoon 

X 


Fullsize 

4700 

4700 

GMC 

Yukon 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6800 

6800 

GMC 

Yukon Denali 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6800 

6800 

GMC 

Yukon XL 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6800 

6800 

GMC 

Yukon XL Denali 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6800 

6800 

Nissan 

Fullsize SUV 



Fullsize 

NA 

NA 

Toyota 

Sequoia 



Fullsize 

6500 

6600 

Chevrolet 

Tracker 

X 


Entry 

3080 

3924 

Chevrolet 

Traverse 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Chrysler 

Korando 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Chrysler 

Musso 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Ford 

Escape 



Entry 

4100 

4570 

Geo 

Tracker 

X 

X 

Entry 

2169 

2189 
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Honda 

CR-V 


X 

Entry 

3164 

3164 

Hyundai 

Santa Fe 



Entry 

4950 

5240 

Isuzu 

Amigo 

X 

X 

Entry 

4100 

4500 

Jeep 

Cherokee 

X 

X 

Entry 

4550 

4900 

Jeeo 

Liberty 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Jeep 

Varsity 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Jeep 

Wrangler 

X 

X 

Entry 

4300 

4450 

<ia 

Spoilage 

X 

X 

Entry 

4296 

5896 

Land Rover 

Defender 

X 

X 

Entry 

3600 

3600 

Land Rover 

Freeiander 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Mazda 

Tribute 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Mitsubishi 

Dingo 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Nissan 

Crossover 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Nissan 

Xterra 

X 


Entry 

3504 

3858 

Pontiac 

Aztek 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Saturn 

VUE 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Subaru 

Forester 

X 


Entry 

3125 

3125 

Suzuki 

Grand Vitara 

X 


Entry 

3375 

3500 

Suzuki 

Samurai 

X 

X 

Entry 

2870 

2932 

Suzuki 

Sidekick 

X 

X 

Entry 

3086 

3682 

Suzuki 

Vitara 

X 


Entry 

2875 

3375 

Suzuki 

X90 

X 

X 

Entry 

2734 

2954 

Suzuki 

XL7 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Toyota 

Rav4 

X 

X 

Entry 

3550 

3948 
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Appendix B 


Florida Directory of Definitions for Variables Used in 
Analysis (not attached) 
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Texas Database Overview 

The results presented in this document are calculated using the State Data System-Texas 
database of crash incidents. This database was obtained by PA Consulting in March, 2001 from 
NHTSA. The database contains information on motor vehicle crashes that occurred in the state 
of Texas in calendar years 1989-1999. It is organized in three relational databases containing 
information on the Crash, Vehicle and Person. 

Only crashes that required police intervention or the provision of emergency services are present 
in the database, since official reports are only produced if these agencies are involved in the 
incident. All statistics presented refer only to the population of vehicles involved in the reported 
incidents, i.e. all statistics are conditional on being in the crash database. 

The make and model of the vehicle was identified in the Texas crash database so no VIN 
decoding of this database was necessary to identify vehicle make and model. The make-model 
field had no missing values. 

The Texas database does not include the Ford Explorer in the database until 1994 so this analysis 
is limited to crashes that occurred between 1994 and 1999 for all model years. 

Of the 6.8 million records in the Texas crash database, 3,505,168 crashes occurred in accident 
years 1994-1999 and 447,394 are single vehicle crashes. Of these, 22,459 are single vehicle 
mid-size SUV crashes (about 5%). Of the 22,459, the number of single vehicle mid-size SUV 
highway crashes is 10,572. Of these, 550 are tire-related (5%) and 10,022 are non-tire related 
(95 %). 

The information contained in this document has not yet been presented to congress. 


Vehicle Population for Analysis 

♦ SUV single vehicle highway crashes from 1994-1999 (all model years). 

♦ SUVs were identified based on three external lists identifying SUVs: (1) J.D. Powers 
(JDPA) customer satisfaction surveys from the following years: 1999, 1997, 1996, and 
1995; (2) NHTSA’s list of SUVs Crash-Tested by NHTSA Model Years 1990-2001. and 
(3) all SUVs identified in the 2001 Offica! JDPA Vehicle Segmentation Guide list 
including the following segments: Entry SUV Segment, Midsize SUV segment. Full Size 
SUV Segment, and Luxury SUV segment. The complete list of SUVs and the specific 
SUVs identified in the Texas database are included in Appendix A to this document. 

♦ From the complete SUV list, mid-size SUVs were identified based on two criteria. First, 
we included vehicles with weights similar to the Ford Explorer. Second, we included all 
vehicles identified as midsize in the JDPA market segment list (the Ford Explorer is 
identified as mid size) unless the weight was more similar to the Ford Expedition than to 
the Ford Explorer. 
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Variable Definitions 

♦ Single Vehicle - number of vehicles involved in the crash is equal to 1 (NUM_VEH = 1). 

♦ Highway - Crash occurred on an interstate, US/State Highway, or Toll way (RD_CLASS 
= 1,2, or 6) 

♦ Make and Model (MK-MDL) - 3 digit code identifying vehicle manufacturer and model 
name (MK_MDL). This variable has no missing values. 

♦ Explorer and Navajo - Make and model is equal to Ford Explorer (MK_MDL = 554) or 
Mazda Navajo (MK_MDL = 468). 

♦ Other Mid Size SUVs - all SUV makes and models identified in Appendix A for Texas 
except the Ford Explorer and the Mazda Navajo. 

♦ Tire-related Incident - The vehicle defect is identified as defective tires. This field is 
coded only if the defect was a factor in the crash (VEHICOND1 = 5). 

♦ Rollover - The first harmful event that took place in the crash is identified as overturned 
(EVENT 1 = 0). Note that a second variable is available that can be used in conjunction 
with the first harmful event to describe the crash in more detail (OBJECT1) which also 
includes a rollover field. Because this was NOT the first harmful event, the OBJECT 1 
variable is not used in defining a rollover. 

♦ Fatality Incident - The accident severity is identified as fatal (SEVERITY = 4) or injury 
severity is killed (INJ = 4).. 

The pages from the User’s Manual for the State Data System-Texas that describe the variables 

listed above are provided in Appendix B to this document. 


Results 

Table 1 shows the rollover comparison between the Ford Expiorer/Navajo and other mid-size 
SUVs for single vehicle highway tire-related incidents in Texas (550 incidents). The likelihood 
of a rollover for: 

♦ The Ford Explorer/Mazda Navajo is 63.6%. 

♦ Other mid-size SUVs is 52.52%. 
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The likelihood ratio is 1.21 1 and the 90% confidence bounds (which shows a 5% test on each 
side) are 1.074 to 1.366. This ratio is significantly different than 1.0. If both vehicles were the 
same in regards to the tire-related rollover probability, we would expect the ratio to be 1.0, 
Hence, we conclude that the vehicles are different. 


The odds of a rollover for: 

♦ The Ford Explorer/Mazda Navajo is 1.75 

♦ Other mid-size SU Vs is 1.11. 

The ratio of the odds is 1 .58. 


Table 1 . Single Vehicle Highway Tire Related Accidents in Texas- 
Rollovers: Accident Years 1994-1999 


• : ' ■ . . 

Vehicle Type 

Tire Related Single VehicIeHighway Accidents 

Rollover 

' No Rollover. 

Total 

Explorers and Navajos 

1-73 

99 

272 


(63.6) 

(36.4) 

(49.5) 

Other Mid-Size SUVs 

146 

132 

278 


(52.5) 

(47.5) 

(50.6) 

Total 

319 

231 

550 


Table 2 shows the fatality incident comparison between the Ford Explorer/Navajo and other mid- 
size SUVs for single vehicle highway tire-related incidents in Texas (550 incidents). The 
likelihood of a fatality incident for: 

♦ The Ford Explorer/Mazda Navajo is 5.5%. 

♦ Other mid-size SUVs is 1 .4%. 
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The likelihood ratio is 3,833 and the 90%. confidence bounds (which shows a 5% test on each 
side) are 1 .535 to 9.569. This ratio is significantly different than 1.0. If both vehicles were the 
same in regards to the tire-related fatality incident probability, we would expect the ratio to be 
1,0. Hence, we conclude that the vehicles are different. 


The odds of a fatality incident for: 


♦ The Ford Explorer/Mazda Navajo is 0,058. 

♦ Other mid-size SUVs is 0.015. 

The ratio of the. odds is 3.87. 

Table 2. Single Vehicle Highway Tire Related Accidents in Texas- 
Fatalhy Incidents; Accident Years 1994-1999 



Explorers and Nayajos 


( 94 . 5 ) 


(49.5) 


Other Mid-Size SUVs 


274 

(98,6) 


278 

(50.6) 


Total 
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Appendix A 


Mid-Size SUV Reference List and SUVs identified in Texas 
Crash Database (If Midsize List = 1) 
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THE Mid-Size SUV LIST 


Make 

Model 

X it SUV is in 
Florida Crash 
database 

JD Power 

X if SUV is ir» Texas Market 
Crash database Segment 

Gross 

Weight 

(Min) 

Gross 

Weight Midsize 

(Max) List 

AM General 

Hummer H3 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 

Buick 

Rendezvous 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 

Chevrolet 

Blazer 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4450 

5300 1 

Chevrolet 

S-10 Blazer 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4350 

5100 1 

Chevrolet 

Trailblazer 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 

Chrysler 

Citadel 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 

Dodge 

Durango 

X 


Midsize 

6050 

6400 

Ford 

CrossTrainer Wagon 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 

Ford 

Explorer 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4760 

5560 1 

Ford 

Ranger SUV 



Midsize 

4420 

5120 1 

GMC 

Envoy 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 

GMC 

Jimmy 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4450 

5300 1 

GMC 

Jimmy Sonoma 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4450 

5300 1 

GMC 

Jimmy/Envoy 

X 


Midsize 

4450 

5300 1 

Honda 

MAV 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 

Honda 

Passport 

X 

X 

Midsize 

3958 

3958 1 

Isuzu 

Axiom 



Midsize 

3920 

4180 1 

Isuzu 

Rodeo 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4550 

4900 1 

Isuzu 

Rodeo/Rodeo Sport 

X 


Midsize 

4550 

4700 1 

Isuzu 

Trooper 

X 

X 

Midsize 

5350 

5550 1 

Isuzu 

Trooper II 

X 

X 

Midsize 

5510 

5510 1 

Isuzu 

VehiCROSS 

X 


Midsize 

4852 

4852 1 

Jeep 

Grand Cherokee 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4950 

5600 1 

Land Rover 

Discovery 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4465 

4576 1 
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Mazda 

Navajo 

X 

X 

Midsize 

3785 

4184 

Mazda 

Nextourer 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 

Mercury 

Mountaineer 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4780 

5560 

Mitsubishi 

Montero 

X 

X 

Midsize 

5732 

5732 

Mitsubishi 

Montero Sport 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4730 

5000 

Nissan 

PathSnder 

X 

X 

Midsize 

3980 

4075 

Oidsmobile 

Bravada 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4049 

5300 

Subaru 

Lambda SUV 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 

Toyota 

4-Runner 

X 

X 

Midsize 

5250 

5400 

Toyota 

Highlander 



Midsize 

4982 

4982 

Volkswagen 

SUV 



Midsze 

NA 

NA 

ftcura 

MDX 



Luxury 

5690 

5690 

Acura 

SLX 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4315 

4315 

AM General 

Hummer 

i 


Luxury 

NA 

NA 

BMW 

X3 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

BMW 

X5 

X 


Luxury 

4795 

4795 

BMW 

X7 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Cadillac 

Crossover 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Cadillac 

Escalade 

X 


Luxury 

5572 

5572 

Cadillac 

LAV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

infiniti 

Crossover 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Infiniti 

Fullsize SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

infiniti 

QX4 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4275 

4275 

Land Rover 

DiscoverySeriesll 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4576 

4630 

Land Rover 

Range Rover 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4828 

4828 

Lexus 

LX 450 

X 

X 

tuxuiy 

4751 

4751 

Lexus 

LX 470 

X 


Luxury 

5401 

5401 

Lexus 

RX300 

X 


Luxury 

3789 

3925 

Lincoln 

Compact SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Lincoln 

LAV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 
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Lincoln 

Navigator 

X 


Luxury 

6750 

7200 

Mercedes Benz 

Crossover SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Mercedes Benz 

M-Cfass 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Mercedes Benz 

ML-Class (ML320) 

X 


Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Mercedes Benz 

MLG 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Porsche 

Cayenne 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Saab 

SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Toyota 

LandCruiser 

X 

X 

Luxury 

6470 

6860 

Volvo 

SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

AM General 

Mummer H2 



Full size 

6964 

6964 

Chevrolet 

Suburban 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6800 

8600 

Chevrolet 

Tahoe 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6100 

6800 

Ford 

Bronco 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6000 

6450 

Ford 

Excursion 

X 


FoHsize 

8800 

9200 

Ford 

Expedition 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6700 

7200 

GMC 

Denali 

X 


Fullsize 

5583 

5583 

GMC 

Suburban 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6800 

8600 

GMC 

Typhoon 

X 


Fullsize 

4700 

4700 

GMC 

Yukon 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6800 

6800 

GMC 

Yukon Denali 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6800 

6800 

GMC 

Yukon XL 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6800 

6800 

GMC 

Yukon XL Denal 

X 

X 

Fullsize 

6800 

6800 

Vissan 

Fullsize SUV 



Fullsize 

NA 

NA 

Toyota 

Sequoia 



Fullsize 

6500 

6600 

Chevrolet 

Tracker 

X 


Entiy 

3080 

3924 

Chevrolet 

Traverse 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Chrysler 

Korando 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Chrysler 

Musso 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Ford 

Escape 



Entry 

4100 

4570 

Geo 

Tracker 

X 

X 

Entry 

2189 

2189 
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Honda 

CR-V 


X 

Entry 

3164 

3164 

Hyundai 

Santa Fe 



Entry 

4950 

5240 

isuzu 

Amigo 

X 

X 

Entry 

4100 

4500 

deep 

Cherokee 

X 

X 

Entry 

4550 

4900 

Jeep 

Liberty 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Jeep 

Varsity 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Jeep 

Wrangler 

X 

X 

Entry 

4300 

4450 

Kia 

Spoilage 

X 

X 

Entry 

4296 

5896 

Land Rover 

Defender 

X 

X 

Entry 

3600 

3600 

Land Rover 

Freelander 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Mazda 

Tribute 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Mitsubishi 

Dingo 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Nissan 

Crossover 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Nissan 

Xterra 

X 


Entry 

3504 

3858 

Pontiac 

Aztek 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Saturn 

VUE 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Subaru 

Forester 

X 


Entry 

3125 

3125 

Suzuki 

Grand Vitara 

X 


Entry 

3375 

3500 

Suzuki 

Samurai 

X 

X 

Entry 

2870 

2932 

Suzuki 

Sidekick 

X 

X 

Entry 

3086 

3682 

Suzuki 

Vitara 

X 


Entry 

2875 

3375 

Suzuki 

X90 

X 

X 

Entry 

2734 

2954 

Suzuki 

XL7 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Toyota 

Rav4 

X 

X 

Entry 

3550 

3948 
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Appendix B 


User’s Manual Definitions of Variables Used in Analysis 


(NOT ATTACHED) 
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Understeer/Oversteer Gradient in (deg/g) 

For a Constant Radius Test 


K = 


dS 

d(a/g) 


(deg/g) 


K : Understeer/Oversteer Gradient in (deg/g) 

S: Road Wheel Steer Angle 

Handwheel Angle Divided by Steering Ratio 

a: Lateral Acceleration 


g: Gravitational Constant 



Accelerometer Ay • 

Corrected Accelerometer Ay !_ 

Ay from U x r t 

Ay from U 2 /R 


0.5 


1 


Time (sec) 
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2000 Explorer - CCW 200 ft. Radius Circle - Lightly Loaded - 4 Normal Tires 



2i 



• 0.4 - 0.3 - 0.2 - 0.1 

Lateral 
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1996 Explorer w/Firestone Understeer Gradient - Lightly Loaded - Left Rear Disabled 



■0.4 -0.3 -0.2 -0.1 0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0,4 

Lateral Acceleration (g) 
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1996 Explorer w/Firestone Understeer Gradient - GVWR - 4 Normal Tires 
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1996 Explorer w/Firestone Understeer Gradient - GVWR - Left Rear Disabled 
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1-996 Explorer w/Goodyear Understeer Gradient - Lightly Loaded - 4 Normal Tires 





212 


1996 Explorer w/Goodyear Undersiesr Gradient - Lightly Loaded - Left Rear Disabled 




213 


1996 Explorer w/Goodyear Understeer Gradient - GVWR - 4 Normal Tires 
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1 996 Explorer w/Qoodyea r Understeer Gradient - GVWR - Left Rear Disabled 
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2000 Explorer Understeer Gradient - Lightly Loaded - 4 Normal Tires 



Lateral Acceleration (g) 
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2000 Explorer Understeer Gradient - Lightly Loaded - Left Rear Disabled 



Lateral Acceleration (g) 
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2000 Explorer Understeer G 
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2000 Explorer Understeer Gradient - GVWR - Left Rear Disabled 
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1996 Blazer Understeer Gradient - Lightly Loaded - 4 Normal Tires 
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1 996 Blazer Understeer Gradient - Lightly Loaded - Left Rear Disabled 
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2001 Cherokee Understeer Gradient - Lightly Loaded - 4 Normal Tires 



Lateral Acceleration (g) 
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Linear Range Understeer Gradients 
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Chart #12 
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Chart #13 
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Chart #14 
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Chart #15 




e*ey qsejQ J3AOUOM pa^eiey-aju uofsj 




Attachment 5 


Florida Crash, Rollover, and Fatal Accident Rates Based 
on Vehicle Registrations 

Documentation 

June 11, 2001 


Privileged and Confidential 
Property of Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. 
06 / 12/01 



239 


Florida Database Overview 

The analyses in this document are based on the Florida Traffic Crash Database. The Florida 
Traffic Crash Database contains information on motor vehicle crashes that occurred in the state 
of Florida in calendar years 1993-1999, and through the first three quarters of 2000. It is 
organised in seven relational databases containing information oil the Event, Vehicle, Driver, 
Pedestrians, Violations, Passengers and D.O.T Site Location. 

Only crashes that required police intervention or the provision of emergency services are present 
in the database, since official reports are only produced if these agencies are involved in the 
incident. All statistics presented refer only to the population of vehicles involved in the reported 
incidents, i.e. ail statistics are conditional on being in the crash database. 

To identify the specific vehicle make and model, a VIN decoder was used. The analyses 
presented here are based on VIN decoding of the database by Firestone. Firestone utilizes a 
POLK VIN decoder, a commercially available VEN decoder. 

Of the 2,894,366 records in the Florida database that are vehicle type automobile, passenger van, 
or pickup/light truck (2 rear tires) [Type of Vehicle = 01, 02, or 03), 2,783,084 had 1 1-digit VIN 
numbers and were sent to be VIN decoded. Of these 2,783,084 records, 2.1 million records 
(2,088,901 specifically) were VIN decoded. Of the 1 1 1,282 that did not have 1 1-digit VINs, 
20,299 records had between 7 and 10 digits. A minimum of 7 digits is required to identify make 
and model. Make and model cannot be identified for the other 90,983. 

Among the 2,088,901 VIN decoded records, 177,705 are single vehicle crashes. Of these, 

19,226 are sport utility vehicle (SUV) crashes and 10,989 are mid size sport utility crashes. Of 
the 10,989 mid-size SUV crashes on any road, 2,491 are single vehicle mid-size SUV highway 
crashes. Of these, 202 are tire-related (about 8 percent) and 2,289 (about 92 percent) are non-tire 
related single vehicle highway crashes. 

The analysis presented here examines single-vehicle-highway crash and rollover rates for Ford 
Explorers, a specific set of SUVs, and other mid-size SUVs for accident years 1993-2000. This 
analysis is based on crashes that occurred in Florida for vehicles registered in Florida. 

POLK REGISTRATION DATA 

The vehicle registration numbers for Florida are based on POLK registration data by vehicle 
make and model by registration year (July 1 of that year) and vehicle-model year. These data 
were obtained from Firestone. Vehicle registrations are presented by vehicle-model year for the 
period 1993-2000. For example, a 1994 vehicle could be registered for up to 8 years over the 
1993-2000 time period (due to lag between model year and calendar year). If a vehicle is 
registered in each of those registration years, the vehicle is counted 8 times. 
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For model year 1994-2000 vehicles registered between 1993 and 2000, the market share for: 

♦ Ford Explorer/Mazda Navajos is 27%, and 

♦ Other Mid size SUVs is 73%. 


Computing Crash and Rollover Rates 

To ensure consistency between the Honda crash database and the Polk registration data for 
computing rates, the results presented in this document are based on single vehicle midsize SUV 
highway crashes and rollovers for the accident years 1993-2000 and vehicle-model years 1994- 
2000 for vehicles registered in the state of Florida only. Crashes that occurred in Florida for 
vehicles registered in other states are not included in this analysis because these vehicles are not 
counted in the Polk registration data for Florida. 


Format of Tables 

Results are presented as follows: 1 

♦ Table 1 presents single vehicle highway crashes; 

♦ Table 2 presents single vehicle highw ay tire-related crashes; 

♦ Table 3 presents single vehicle highway tire-related rollovers; 

♦ Table 4 presents single vehicle highway non-tire related rollovers; 

♦ Table 5 presents single vehicle highway crash fatalities; 

♦ Table 6 presents single vehicle highway tire-related crash fatalities; and 

♦ Table 7 presents registration by model year (based on Polk data). 

Each table has three parts - counts (of crashes, rollovers, etc.), vehicle registrations, and rates 

(crash/registration, for example). 

♦ Counts. The first part of each table shows the number of single vehicle midsize SUV 
highway crashes or rollovers (this varies by table) for 10 selected SUVs - Chevy Blazer, 
Jeep Cherokee, Ford Explorer, Mazda Navajo, Toyota 4Runner, Nissan Pathfinder, Isuzu 
Rodeo, Jeep Grand Cherokee, GMC Jimmy, and Isuzu Trooper. - for the accident yeans 
1993-2000 and for model years 1994-2000 in Florida. A specific comparison between 
the Ford Explorer/ Mazda Navajo SUV and all other midsize SUVs.is also provided., - 

♦ Registrations. The second part of each table shows the number of registered vehicles in 
Texas by vehicle-model year for 10 selected SUVs . A specific comparison between the 
Ford Explorer/Mazda Navajo and all other midsize SUVs is also provided. 

♦ Rates. The third part shows the “rates” in Florida by vehicle-model year for the 10 
selected SUVs, A specific comparison between the Ford Explorer/Mazda Navajo and all 
other midsize SUVs is also provided. 
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Variable Definitions 

* Type of Vehicle - type of vehicle is automobile, passenger van, or pickup/light track [2 
rear tires) (Type of Vehicle = 01, 02, or 03). 

* Single Vehicle - number of vehicles involved in the crash is equal to 1 (Total Number of 
Vehicles). 

* Highway - Crash occurred on an Interstate, US Highway, Tumpike/Toll (Road System 
Mentifier=01, 02, or 06) 

* Vehicle Identification Number -1 1-digit VIN used to identify information about a 
specific vehicle (e.g., make and model) after decoding. 

* Vehicle Make - Digits 1 , 2, and 3 from the VIN number identify vehicle manufacturer, 
make, and type (e.g., Ford Motor Company, Ford, passenger car). 

* Vehicle Model - Digits 5, 6, and 7 froip the VIN number identify vehicle line and body 
type (e.g., Taurus GL 4-door sedan). 

* Explorer and Navajo - For the Explorer, make is Ford and model is Explorer (all types 
including XL, XLS, etc.). For the Navajo, make is Mazda and model is Navajo. 

® Mid Size SUVs - all SUV makes and models identified in Appendix A for Florida except 
the Ford Explorer and the Mazda Navajo. 

* Tire-related Incident - A tire-related incident is defined as tire puncture/blowout or 
wom/sroooth tires (l sl Vehicle Defect = 03 (wom/smooth tires) or 05 (puncture/blowout) 
OR 2 nd Vehicle Defect = 03 or 05). 

* Rollover - The first harmful event that took place in the crash is identified as overturned 
(1“ Harmful Event = 31). 

* Fatality Incident - The crash injury severity is identified as fatal injury (Crash Injury 
Severity = 5) or the injury severity of the driver is identified as fatal injury (Injury 
Severity (Driver) = 5). 

* Vehicle Registration - The state of registration (USPS abbreviations for states in capital 
letters). 
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RESULTS 

Table 1 shows single vehicle highway crash counts, registrations, and crash rates for 10 specific 
SUVs and also compares crash rates between the Ford Explorer/Navajo and all other midsize 
SUVs in Florida by model year. The focus of this discussion is on the rates at the bottom on the 
page. 

♦ When compared one-on-one to other specific SUVs, the Ford Explorer is better than 
some and worse than some in terms of crash rates. 

♦ When compared to mid-size SUVs as a group, the Ford Explorer/Navajo crash rates are 
particularly higher in model years 1996 and 1997. 

♦ When compared to itself, the Ford Explorer crash rates are highest in model years 1996 
and 1997. 


Table 2 shows the single vehicle highway tire-related crash counts, registrations, and crash rates 
for 10 specific SUVs and also compares tire-related crash rates between the Ford 
Explorer/Navajo and all other midsize SUVs in Florida by model year. The focus of this 
discussion is on the rates at the bottom on the page. 

♦ When compared one-on-one to other specific SUVs, the Ford Explorer tire-related crash 
rates are among the highest in almost every single model year. 

♦ When compared to other mid-size SUVs as a group, the Ford Expiorer/Navajo tire- 
related crash rates are far higher in model years 1996, 1997, and 1998. 

♦ When compared to itself, the Ford Explorer tire-related crash rate is highest in model 
years 1996 and 1997. 


Consistent with the vehicle test results, once a tire problem occurs, the 1996 and 1997 Ford 
Explorer performs worse than other mid-size SUVs as a group and worse than particular SUVs 
in one-on-one comparisons. 

Table 3 shows the single vehicle highway tire-related rollover counts, registrations, and rollover 
rates for 10 specific SUVs and also compares tire-related rollover rates between the Ford 
Explorer/Navajo and all other midsize SUVs in Florida by model year. The focus of this 
discussion is on the rates at the bottom on the page. 

♦ When compared one-on-one to other SUVs, the Ford Explorer is worse than each of the 
other SUVs (except the 4Runner in 1996) in terms of tire-related rollover rates in model 
years 1996 and 1997. 
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♦ When compared to other mid-size SUVs as a group, the Ford Explorer/Navajo tire- 
related rollover rates are far higher in model years 1996, 1997, and 1 998. 

» When compared to itself, the Ford Explorer tire-related crash rate is highest in model 
years 1996 and 1997. 

Consistent with the vehicle test results, once a tire problem occurs, specific Ford Explorer model 
years (in this case, the 1996 and 1997 Ford Explorers) perform far worse than other mid-size 
SUVs as a group and in most one-on-one comparisons. 

Table 4 shows the single vehicle highway non-tire related rollover counts, registrations, and 
rollover rates for 10 specific SUVs and also compares non-tire related rollover rates between the 
Ford Explorer/Navajo and all other midsize SUVs in Florida by model year. The focus of this 
discussion is on the rates at the bottom on the page. 

* When compared one-on-one to other SUVs, the Ford Explorer is either the worst 
performer or among the worst in terms of rollover rates. 

£ 

v When compared to other mid-size SUVs as a group, the Ford Explorer/Navajo non-tire 
related rollover rates are about twice as high in model years 1.995, 1996, 1997, and 1998. 

® When compared to itself, the Ford Explorer non- tire related rollover rate is highest in 
model years 19% and 1997. 

Hence, when a tire-related problem does not occur, the Ford Explorer is a worse performer than 
other midsize SUVs in terms of rollover rates. 

Table 5 shows the single vehicle highway fatal accident counts, registrations, and fatal accident 
rates for 10 specific SUVs and also compares fatal accident rates between the Ford 
Explorer/Navajo and all other midsize SUVs in Florida by model year. 

♦ When compared one-on-one to other SUVs, the Ford Explorer is better than some and 
worse than some in terms of fatal accident rates. 

® When compared to other mid-size SUVs as a group, the Ford Explorer/Navajo fatal 
accident rates are more than twice as high in model years 1996, 1997, and 1998. 

* When compared to itself, the Ford Explorer fatal accident rate is highest in model years 
1994, 1996, and 1997. 
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Table 6 shows the single vehicle highway tire-related fatal accident counts, registrations, and 
fatal accident rates for 10 specific SUVs and also compares tire-related fatal accident rates 
between the Ford Explorer/Navajo and all other midsize SUVs in Florida by model year. The 
numbers are very small for this analysis. 

* When compared one-on-one to other SUVs, the Ford Explorer is typically the worst 
performer in terms of tire-related fatal accident rates. 

♦ When compared to other mid-size SUVs as a group, tire-related fatal accidents only 
occurred on Ford Explorers in 1996, 1997, and 1998. 


» When compared to itself, the Ford Explorer fatal accident rate is highest in model years 
1994, 1996, and 1997. 


Table 7 presents the Polk registration data by vehicle model year. Among mid-size SUVs for 
model years 1994-2000, Ford Explorer/Mazda Navajos comprise about 27% of the market share. 
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Appendix A 


Mid-Size SUV Reference List and SUVs identified in Florida 
Crash Database (If Midsize List = l) 
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THE Mid-Size SUV LIST 


Moke 

Model 

X tf SUV is in 
Florida Crash 
database 

JD Power 

X If SUV is In Texas Market 
Crash database Segment 

Grose 

Weight 

(Min) 

Gross 

Weight 

(»”> 

Midsize 

List 

AM General 

Hummer H3 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Buick 

Rendezvous 



- Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Chevrolet 

Blazer 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4450 

5300 

1 

Chevrolet 

$-10 Blazer 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4350 

5100 

1 

Chevrolet 

Trailblazer 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Chrysler 

Citadel 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Dodge 

Durango 

X 


Midsize 

6050 

6400 


Ford 

CrossT raioer Wagon 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Ford 

Explorer 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4760 

5560 

1 

Ford 

Ranger SUV 



Midsize 

4420 

5120 

1 

GMC 

Envoy 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


GMC 

Jimmy 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4450 

5300 

1 

GMC 

Jimmy Sonoma 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4450 

5300 

t 

GMC 

Jimmy/Envoy 

X 


Midsize 

4450 

5300 

1 

Honda 

MAV 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Honda 

Passport 

X 

X 

Midsize 

3958 

3958 

1 

Isuzu 

Axiom 



Midsize 

3920 

4180 

1 

Isuzu 

Rodeo 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4550 

4900 

5 

Isuzu 

Rodeo/Rodeo Sport 

X 


Midsize 

4550 

4700 

t 

Isuzu 

Trooper 

X 

X 

Midsize 

5350- 

5550 

1 

Isuzu 

Trooper II 

X 

X 

Midsize 

5510 

5510 

1 

Isuzu 

VehiCROSS 

X 


Midsize 

4852 

4852 

1 

Jeep 

Grand Cherokee 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4950 

5600 

1 

Land Rover 

Discovery 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4465 

4576 

1 

Mazda 

Navajo 

X 

X 

Midsize 

3785 

4184 

1 

Mazda 

Nextourer 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Mercury 

Mountaineer 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4780 

5560 

1 

Mitsubishi 

Montero 

X 

X 

Midsize 

5732 

5732 

1 

Mitsubishi 

Montero Sport 

X 

- X 

Midsize 

4730 

5000 

1 

Nissan 

Pathfinder 

X 

X 

-Midsize 

3980 

4075 

1 

Oidsmobile 

Btavada 

X 

X 

Midsize 

4049 

5300 

1 

Subaru 

Lambda SUV 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Toyota 

4-Runner 

X 

X 

Midsize 

5250 

5400 

1 

Toyota 

Highlander 



Midsize 

4982 

4982 

1 

Volkswagen 

SUV 



Midsize 

NA 

NA 


Acura 

MDX 



Luxury 

5690 

5690 

1 

Acuta 

SIX 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4315 

4315 

1 

AM General 

Hummer 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 


BMW 

X3 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 


E5MW 

X5 

X 


Luxury 

4795 

4795 

1 

BMW 

X7 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 


Cadillac 

Crossover 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 
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Cadillac 

Escalade 

X 


Luxury 

5572 

5572 

Cadillac 

LAV 



■ Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Infiniti 

Crossover 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Infiniti 

Fuilsize SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

infiniti 

QX4 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4275 

4275 

Land Rover 

DiscoverySeriesll 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4576 

4630 

Land Rover 

Range Rover 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4828 

4828 

Lexus 

LX 450 

X 

X 

Luxury 

4751 

4751 

Lexus 

LX 470 

X 


Luxury 

5401 

5401 

Lexus 

RX300 

X 


Luxury 

3789 

3925 

Lincoln 

Compact SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Lincoln 

LAV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Lincoln 

Navigator 

X 


Luxury 

6750 

7200 

Mercedes Benz 

Crossover SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Mercedes Senz 

M-Class 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Mercedes Benz 

ML-ClasS (ML320) 

X 


Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Mercedes Benz 

MLG 



Luxuiy 

NA 

NA 

Porsche 

Cayenne 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Saab 

SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

Toyota 

LandCruiser 

X 

X 

Luxury 

6470 

6860 

Volvo 

SUV 



Luxury 

NA 

NA 

AM General 

Hummer H2 



Fuilsize 

6964 

6964 

Chevrolet 

Suburban 

X 

X 

Fuilsize 

6800 

8600 

Chevrolet 

Tahoe 

X 

X 

Fuilsize 

6100 

6800 

Ford 

Bronco 

X 

X 

Fuilsize 

6000 

6450 

Ford 

Excursion 

X 


Fuilsize 

8800 

9200 

Ford 

Expedition 

X 

X 

Fuilsize 

6700 

7200 

GMC 

Denali 

X 


Fuilsize 

5583 

5583 

GMC 

Suburban 

X 

X 

Fuilsize 

6800 

8600 

GMC 

Typhoon 

X 


Fuilsize 

4700 

4700 

GMC 

Yukon 

X 

X 

Fuilsize 

6800 

6800 

GMC 

Yukon Denali 

X 

X 

Fuilsize 

6800 

6800 

GMC 

Yukon XL 

X 

X 

Fuilsize 

6800 

6800 

GMC 

Yukon XL Denaii 

X 

X 

FuHsize 

6800 

6800 

Nissan 

Fuilsize SUV 



Fuilsize 

NA 

NA 

Toyota 

Sequoia 



Fuilsize 

6500 

6600 

Chevrolet 

Tracker 

X 


Entry 

3080 

3924 

Chevrolet 

Traverse 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Chrysler 

Korando 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Chrysler 

Musso 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Ford 

Escape 



Entry 

4100 

4570 

Geo 

Tracker 

X 

X 

Entry 

2189 

2189 

Honda 

CR-V 


X 

Entry 

3164 

3164 

Hyundai 

Santa Fe 



Entry 

4950 

5240 

Isuzu 

Amigo 

X 

X 

Entry 

4100 

4500 

Jeep 

Cherokee 

X 

X 

Entry 

4550 

4900 

Jeep 

Liberty 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Jeep 

Varsity 



Entry 

NA 

NA 
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Jeep 

Wrangler 

X 

X 

Entry 


4450 

Kia 

Shortage 

X 

X 

Entry 

4296 

5896 

Land Rover 

Defender 

X 

X 

Entry 

3600 


Land Rover 

Freeiander 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Mazda 

Tribute 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Mitsubishi 

Dingo 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Nissan 

Crossover 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Nissan 

Xtesrra 

X 


Entry 

3504 

3858 

Pontiac 

Aztek 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Saturn 

VUE 



Entry 

NA 

NA 

Subaru 

Forester 

X 


Entry 

3125 

3125 

Suzuki 

Grand Vitara 

X 


Entry 

3375 

3500 

Suzuki 

Samura? 

X 

X 

Entry 

2870 

2932 

Suzuki 

Sidekick 

X 

X 

Entry 

3086 

3682 

Suzuki 

Vitara 

X 


Entry 

2875 

3375 

Suzuki 

X90 

X 

X 

Entry 

2734 

2954 

Suzuki 

XL7 



Entry 

NA 

NA 


Rav4 

X 

X 

Entry 

3550 

3948 
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Table 1 

Florida-Midsize SUVs, Single Vehicle Highway Crashes (Accident Years 1993-2000) 
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Table 2 

Florida - Midsize SUVs, Single Vehicle Highway, Tire Related Crashes 
(Accident Years 1993 - 2000) 

Single Vehicle Highway Tire Related Crashes 
for Florida-Registered Vehicles 
(By Model Year) 
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Table 3 

Florida - Midsize SUVs, Single Vehicle Highway, Tire Related Rollovers 
(Accident Years 1993 - 2000} 
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Table 4 

Florida - Midsize SUVs, Single Vehicle Highway, Non-Tire Related Rollovers 
(Accident Years 1993 - 2000) 
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Table 5 

Florida - Midsize SUVs, Single Vehicle Highway, Fatal Accidents (Acc. Yrs 1993-2000} 








254 


Table 6 

Florida - Midsize SUVs, Single Vehicle Highway, Tire Related Fatal Accidents 

(Accident Years 1 993 - 2000) 
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Attachment 6 


ttm- C8HXIE --0RSBOO1 06/26/19 10:26:3? 

To: n$tomS~-MB8Qn R. f. S MrMBS 

fROS: Charles White 
Subject: S£4€ Design Revisions 

Ie will be very hard s© live without say 2-Doar for 4 eonehs. t$ tfcara any 
plan that gets us rkera albeit wish sxtraordiaaty efforts from certain 

aseivtcisa? 

X» seheff v®rda. »kt waul* it cafes to asfea job ■! for th* 2*de«r «c 2991 i/2 

as currently p lawns d7 

A cists line sieh she key events is what is Beaded to shew this I think. Cover 
each eVuuigo aapas’iCalj' 39 avaryon® can see the events and tialng involved 
closely. Cover 2 -doer aid 4-doo* separately. 

1 suppose thm 5 lan m laid out. but I vculd like to fen©** if there is « way to 
gee 2 -door far tl i/2 Job «l (or perhaps only a 60 day delay). 

Be sura and have the prior oacsrial (case results, etc) available for she 
upeoiaiof ®<eg with SSR and I — need asep. I'b gf/os 7/3 - 7/5 inclusive. 

*** Forverding note fro* 15KRKAH* -I&SHC02 06/26/69 08:S4 *** 

To: cwai?E v.oa&aooL 

SEQtt: Regar F. SEormi 
Subject: U$46 Sosipi Revisions 

Attached la “Ssraw»e® ,> currently being reviewed with the aulti-dlaciplin* 
group working on UW 46 revisions. 1 believe execution of this plan would 
®aaur« j®od p*tfe>r»Eiaca in CU test end alae allow m "on else* launch 
of BRA 6 {albeit sosevhst restricted on Models end tires). We have euch 
%s> do before we esa eonfirn this plan but I believe this la she direction 
we sre currently heading. 

J£E v&ll not be available for at least c»o week* so we will have seating with 
you. Rapiogle and &RS XS&F. 

Regards , 

Sogor F. Seornanc 

°*» forwarding note fro* RSTQRXAR- -DM8001 06/23/89 11:23 *** 

To: RCAMPREI--DRBN001 1SIM7S01-.DMH001 

fh£K&in^->DRSH001 HttUUKE •-DKBNQ01 

DH0UST01 • *M£N001 

FROM; Roger f. itomonc 
Subject; 178*6 Design Revisions 

Based on feedback to date, free the various areas affected by the proposed 
chsngas , 2 an proposing the following “« crewman' . I beliavn this proposal 
will assure good pargoreoect in Che CU Teat and elnlalza any advarae 
Public Relations risk. 

Job el: Release & br. Only, with base 7225 AS Tires. Include the following 
design aodifieatloM : 

..Higher front spring rac»» (fZSH local upgrade req'd). 

..Lover front and rear 1/2* through frue/jounea bvpper revisions. 
(Clearance should not be an laaua with tire usage res trie tad to 
7225 Only) . 

1991 Job«l: .Add P235 AT/F24S A5 Tires to the 4dr. and release the 2 Or. 

vith 7225 AS cires coincident with Incorporation of the 
fallowing revisions: 

..Lever Front loll Cancer 

, .Revise Wheel house to acceseodac* 1/2" lover with large tires 

1991 1/2 Job ml; .Add 7235 AT/F245 AS Tins to tbs 2 ftr. ec Incident with 
incorporation of the following design chances: 

..widen Traek (sxlee) 

..RavUe TZStt to seceaodate vide track with large tires. 

I’d like your thought* on this proposal. We will need to revisit after AFC 
east results are available (7/24). 

Regards. 

Roger P. Starnesc 


ce: RSIM7S«*..DRM0fil 
DUnOGl-DlMOei 
ftSlXFKl-BSUfOCl 
DRETLOCL'-DSttETOOl 


J&BUKA'-NUUIOOl J. S. Englehare 
WWAX2 --DUifOQl 
emu --C8JR0C1 Charles Whitt 
oastAH --owpooi 


£ ^»to 
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Attachment 7 

STATEMENT OEJBR..DENM S A, GUE NT HER 

1 have been asked by counsel for Bridgestone/Firestone to carry out an investigation of 
the directional control of the Ford Explorer following a tire tread separation. That investigation 
includes accident reconstruction, review of police accident reports, vehicle measurement, and 
dynamic testing. I am presenting today the preliminary results of my dynamic testing; that 
testing is ongoing. My resume is attached to this statement as Exhibit 1 . 

The hypothesis addressed in my testing is that the Explorer has a control problem leading 
to rollover crashes following tread separation. I chose to explore the linear range of vehicle 
operation as a preliminary investigation because of the complexities and non-linearity of 
vehicles. 

A description of the dynamic testing I have conducted is set forth below. 

Test Site 

The tests were carried out at the Transportation Research Center, Inc. (TRC) test facility 
near East Liberty, Ohio. The facility is used on a contract basis by automobile manufacturers, 
component suppliers, and state and national regulatory authorities to conduct automotive safety 
testing. 

Study Objectives 

The purpose of the testing program, which is ongoing, is to examine the margin of 
control in the Explorer as designed and, comparatively, in peer SUVs in the circumstance 
following rear tire tread separation. As noted above, 1 have conducted my study to this point in 
the linear range. In the linear range a principal parameter of control is the understeer/oversteer 
gradient (other parameters such as steering response time and gain, and steering frequency 
response are also being examined as they may relate to loss of control in the event of tire tread 
separation). 
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IfstVehteks 

The vehicles evaluated are the following: 


1996 

Ford Explorer 

4dr 

4x2 

1996 

Chevy Blazer 

4 dr 

4x2 

2001 

Jeep Cherokee 

4 dr 

4x2 

2000 

Ford Explorer 

4 dr 

4x2 


Each vehicle was tested with its original equipment (OE) tires. The 1 996 Explorer was tested 
with both OE Firestone tires and OE Goodyear tires recommended by Ford. 


The data acquired for purposed of this analysis was the following: 

Vehicle Input 

Steering Wheel Angle 
Vehicle Speed 
Vehicle Response 

Lateral Acceleration 
Yaw Rate 
Body Roll Angle 

The instrumentation and sensors used to acquire this data is identified in Exhibit 2. 


The tests conducted are universally recognized standard tests used by automobile 
manufacturers, including Ford, and other researchers in vehicle dynamics for establishing 
the values investigated. The tests are as follows: 

» Step Steer 

The vehicle is driven on the test pad area in a straight line at a constant 
speed. The driver then rapidly turns the steering wheel until it hits a mechanical 
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stop. Steering wheel stops are set to attain a desired lateral acceleration at the test 
speeds. This steer angle is held until steady-state response is established. 

Tests were run in both directions (right tum/left turn) and at two speeds 
(60 mph and 40 mph). The test was run both with four good tires and with the left 
rear tire detreaded by cutting between the steel belts; test runs with the detreaded 
tire were done only at the slower 40 mph speed. Test runs were done at both light 
load (curb plus driver and instrumentation) and heavy load (gross vehicle weight 
rating). 


The test is used to measure vehicle response times as related to lateral 
acceleration and yaw velocity response, and to measure the gain of these 
responses in relation to steering wheel input (output divided by input). 

Constant Radius Circle 

The vehicle is driven around a 200 foot constant radius circle with 
increasing speed. The driver adjusts the steering angle (by turning the steering 
wheel) as necessary to keep the vehicle on the path of the circle. 

Test runs were done in both directions, clockwise and counter-clockwise, 
with four good tires and with the left rear tire detreaded. Test mns were done at 
light load (curb plus driver and instrumentation) and heavy load (gross vehicle 
weight rating). 

The test is used to measure understeer and oversteer (degrees of road 
wheel steer per Gs oflateral acceleration). 
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Frequency Response 

Sinusoidal sweep steering tests are frequently used to determine the linear 
response of vehicles. The vehicle in these tests were driven on a long 
straightaway with the driver steering with slowly increasing frequency up to 
approximately 3 to 4 hz followed by decreasing frequency. The test was run at a 
nominal speed of 66 mph. 

The test measures lateral acceleration gain, yaw velocity gain, and phase 
angles at the frequencies tested (up to 3 to 4 hz). 



The results of the constant radius circle tests are set forth in data sheets and charts 
attached hereto as Exhibit 3. Data reduction continues with respect to the step steer and 
frequency response tests. 

In summary, the findings in the tests are as follows: 

Constant Radius Circle - This standard method of measuring understeer/oversteer 
gradient establishes that the Explorer, with four good tires, has a relatively small amount 
of understeer compared to other SUVs - less than half the amount found in the Blazer 
and the Cherokee. In fact, the Cherokee has about the same understeer with adetreaded 
tire as the Explorer with four good tires. 

The test results show that, unlike the other SUVs tested, the Explorer loses its 
small margin of understeer when it experiences a tread separation and becomes an 
oversteer vehicle. 

This is true whether the Explorer is operated on Goodyear OE tires recommended 
by Ford or on Firestone OE tires. 


4 



261 


The Explorer’s oversteer characteristic is worse in the loaded condition. The only 
circumstance in which it does not become oversteer with a detreaded tire is when it is 
lightly loaded (curb plus driver and instrumentation) and the detreaded tire is on the 
inside rear position (left rear in a counter-clockwise turn); in test runs in that 
configuration the Explorer is almost neutral steer with respect to the understeer/oversteer 
gradient. 

An oversteer vehicle is not safe at highway speeds in the hands of an average 
driver. Sometimes a driver may achieve directional control, sometimes a driver may not, 
particularly where the driver has to deal with the unfamiliar and unpredictable oversteer 
handling. The oversteer control problem is increased by virtue of the fact that the 
Explorer driver is used to a vehicle which is understeer and the vehicle has changed to 
oversteer without the driver’s awareness. 

CONCLUSION 

The Explorer is an oversteer vehicle in most circumstances after it experiences tread 
separation. Oversteer can make a vehicle directionally unstable and subject to loss of control in 
the hands of most drivers. This is a vehicle problem, not a tire problem. The vehicle performs 
the same following tread separation on the Goodyear tire as it does the Firestone tire. This must 
be regarded as a highway safety defect within the meaning of the National Highway Traffic and 
Motor Vehicle Safety Act. 
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Chart #16 


Linear Range Understeer Gradients 



Understeer Gradient (deg/g) 
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Chart #17 

Linear Range Understeer Gradients 



E3 Lightly Loaded 4 Normal Tires CCW 
E3 Lightly Loaded Left Rear Detreaded CCW 

■ GVWR 4 Normal Tires CCW 

■ GVWR Left Rear Detreaded CCW 


0 Lightly Loaded 4 Normal Tires CW 
0 Lightly Loaded Left Rear Detreaded CW 
B GVWR 4 Normal Tires CW 
■ GVWR Left Rear Detreaded CW 
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Chart #18 
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BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE, INC. 

50 Century Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: 615-872-1486 
Fax: 615-872-1490 


M E M ORANDUM 

June 19,2001 


As part of its presentation to both the Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection and Oversight 
and Investigations Subcommittees of the House Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. would like to submit the enclosed evidence relating to accidents 
involving the Ford Explorer in Venezuela. This evidence supports our position that the Ford 
Explorer is not a stable vehicle, regardless of which tires are mounted on the vehicle. 

Here is a brief explanation of each category of evidence we are submitting: 

1. A VHS videocassette tape (approximately 8 minute running time). The cassette shows 
how Ford responded to certain Explorer Rollover Accidents: in approximately April 
2000, Ford of Venezuela sent letters to some Ford Explorer owners in Venezuela. The 
letters invited them to come to Ford dealerships for a suspension upgrade — at a cost to 
each owner of approximately $400-500 for the full upgrade. The tape shows before and 
after images of the underside of a Ford Explorer sent to a Ford dealership for the upgrade. 
The upgrade package included the addition of new front and rear shock absorbers, a 
heavy reinforcing steel bar and the substitution of Goodyear Wrangler tires. The audio 
portion is in Spanish; a translation is forthcoming. 

2. 43 Venezuelan Judicial Inspections. The judicial inspections are records of evidence 
notarized and validated by a judge. Under Venezuelan legal rules, physical evidence, 
such as damaged vehicles can be admitted in court only if a Venezuelan judge, 
accompanied by an expert such as a mechanic as well as a photographer, has personally 
viewed the damaged vehicle to confirm its condition. At the request of 
Bridgestone/Firestone Venezolana, Venezuelan judges visited the wreckage of 43 Ford 
Explorers that have been involved in rollover accidents since May 1, 2000, in order to 
verify the condition of the vehicle and the brand and condition of the tires fitted on those 
vehicles. The inspections show that Ford Explorers are continuing to rollover in 
Venezuela (at an alarming rate), regardless of the changeover from Firestone to Goodyear 
tires. In order to facilitate review of this voluminous evidence, enclosed is a chart and a 
spreadsheet listing the key aspects of each judicial inspection. 
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3. A letter dated September 20, 2000, from Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. senior counsel John 
Harrington to Ford attorney Richard Goetz (then present at Ford of Venezuela) requesting 
rollover crash and claims statistics for the Ford Explorer as well as information on the 
suspension changes to the vehicle. Bridgestone/Firestone never received a response to 
this request. 

We urge you to review this material carefully. We believe that this material constitutes 
incontrovertible evidence of Ford Explorer’s instability, regardless of the tires fitted on it, 
and that Venezuelans are continuing to suffer the consequences for that instability. Thank 
you for your time. 
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September 20. 2000 

BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE, INC. 

LAW DEPARTMENT 


John Harrington 50 Century Boulevard 

Senior Counsel - Corporate & International Nashville. TN 37214 

Phone:615-872-1486 

Fax:615-872-1490 

Via Federal Express and Facsimile (313) 332-4986 and (58) 41 407736 

Richard Goetz, Esq. 

Assistant General Counsel/Intemational 
Ford Motor Company 
Dearborn, Michigan 
48121-1899 

Dear Richard: 

I am glad that we were able to speak yesterday afternoon with regard to the 
information requests relating to Venezuela set out in Mr. Mazzorin’s letter of September 
14, 2000 to Mr. Kaizaki. As I briefly outlined to you during our telephone conversation, 
Bridgestone/Firestone Venezoiana, C.A. (“BFVZ”) is ready, willing and able to make a 
full and rapid disclosure of all claims and adjustment data for tires it has produced and 
which were utilized on your Ford Explorer sport utility vehicle in Venezuela, in exchange 
for full claims and adjustment data regarding Explorers produced in Venezuela and at a 
minimum the following additional information from 1991 to date regarding such 
Explorers: 

• All documents relating to changes made to the Ford Explorer suspension (including 
but not limited to shock absorbers, anti-sway bars and reinforcing plates); and 

• Any Ford Explorer claim data showing any problems (accidents, rollovers, tread 
separations) with other manufacturers’ tires. 

I wish to emphasize the principle of reciprocity in this proposed exchange. As 
you know, Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. (“BFS”) has transmitted large amounts of 
adjustment data to Ford in the United States. Furthermore, BFVZ has transmitted 
additional information to Ford of Venezuela. To the best of my knowledge, neither Ford 
Motor Company nor Ford of Venezuela have ever made reciprocal disclosures of data or 
documents to BFS or to BFVZ. Given this fact, and the evidence we see that the Ford 
Explorer vehicle is at least partly responsible for many of the rollover accidents which 
continue to occur in Venezuela (including accidents involving tires produced by other 
manufacturers), I believe that we are entitled to a full, reciprocal disclosure of Ford 
Explorer adjustment and claims data as well as the other information listed above. 
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With regard to plant visits. I believe that such visits should be conducted by a 
neutral third party and that under the policy of reciprocity such party should make an 
inspection of equal duration at each of BFVZ's and Fold of Venezuela's plants. 

I reiterate that BFVZ is ready, willing and able to make a full and rapid disclosure 
of all claims and adjustment data for tires it has produced and which were utilized on the 
Ford Explorer, in exchange for fiiil claim and adjustment data on Explorers produced in 
Venezuela as well as she additional information listed above. In the interest of consumer 
safety, I believe that such exchange should occur as soon as possible. 

If Ford is willing to discuss this offer, please contact me as soon as possible at the 
above number. Thank you. 


Sincerely yours. 


Johir Harrington 
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Mr. Stearns. Okay. Hospitable questions. 

Mr. Lampe, you know, you have a disadvantage that you have 
to sit here for 4 hours before you become the second panel; but you 
have the advantage, because you’ve heard Mr. Nasser, and now he 
is not in a position to answer, but you’ve made a pretty strong 
statement here in your opening statement about the Ford vehicle, 
the SUV. 

Just a rather quick observation. We had two hearings with your 
corporation last year, and yet the allegation or the statement 
against the Ford SUV was not as strong back then. Is the informa- 
tion that you’ve received subsequent to those — to your hearings, is 
why you’re making your claims so much stronger? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, Chairman Stearns. We, as you remember last 
year, did say you can take our tires off and the Ford Explorer is 
going to continue to roll over. We’ve said many times this is a tire/ 
vehicle issue. We have to look at the tire and the vehicle. But since 
that time, I think you’re aware of Dr. Gunther’s study on the Ford 
Explorer as compared to the Jeep Cherokee, the Blazer. And it’s 
very compelling, the evidence that was found in the study, that the 
understeer to oversteer transition and the oversteer itself in the 
Ford Explorer makes it a very difficult drive for the normal driver 
to control. 

Mr. Stearns. Well, you know, he did that study in May, as I un- 
derstand, recently, didn’t he? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, he did. 

Mr. Stearns. So you didn’t have that information back there, 
and when you talked about the Ford SUV, I think you were talking 
in terms of vehicle application. It wasn’t such a strong statement 
as you’re making this morning — this afternoon. Well, how do you 
explain the high rates of tread separation on these Wilderness AT 
tires? I mean, shouldn’t consumers be concerned about it? Are you 
just saying it’s all Ford’s fault? And some of these rates are high, 
and so I think you have to say that there’s some culpability on your 
part. 

Mr. Lampe. And, Chairman Stearns, we did a recall — safety re- 
call last August. It wasn’t mandated. NHTSA had not finished 
their investigation. I think they will tell you they were months and 
months away from completing any investigation. We announced 
that recall on a voluntary basis because we felt there were issues, 
and we wanted to get some of those tires off the road. But our tires 
are safe. Our tires are safe that are on the road today. 

Mr. Stearns. You probably heard when I talked to Mr. Nasser 
about this B rating versus a C rating, and I understand the Fire- 
stone tires on the Ford Explorer have a temperature resistant rat- 
ing of a C, and that these tires meet the minimum performance re- 
quired by Federal safety standards as well as Ford’s own specifica- 
tion. 

Can you tell me, like Goodyear has a B, I mean, can you tell me 
what that C rating means and — versus a B rating? After all, I 
know that Firestone supplies General Motors with tires as original 
equipment and that General Motors will not allow any tire with 
less than a B rating on their SUVs. So why is there inconsistency 
between what General Motors does and what you do for them and 
what you did for Ford Motor Company? 
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Mr. Lampe. First, Mr. Chairman, we supplied Ford with the tire 
they asked for, designed to their specifications. C — there are mil- 
lions and millions of tires with a C temperature range that operate 
in all parts of the country. C temperature is not an indication of 
area — works in one area better than another area. It’s one of the 
three ranges that is established by the Uniform Tire Quality Grad- 
ing System. It’s a high-speed test, and you must remember that the 
UTQG test that determines not only speed rating but temperature 
is a high-speed test. 

Mr. Stearns. So when Ford specifies a C and you 

Mr. Lampe. I’ll correct that, Congressman. 

Mr. Stearns. General Motors, you provide a B; and C you pro- 
vided to Ford, and you decided that? 

Mr. Lampe. Chairman Stearns. And the one kind of 
misstatement was Ford did not specify 

Mr. Stearns. I understand that. 

Mr. Lampe. [continuing] a C. They did not specify 

Mr. Stearns. So you decided that? 

Mr. Lampe. That’s the tire we gave them that met the C require- 
ments. I’ll point out from our standpoint that we try to make sure 
that an entire line of tires has the same grade to make it less con- 
fusing for the consumer. Many, many of those sizes and types in 
the Wilderness line actually met the B temperature grade require- 
ment. But to be consistent and to avoid confusion, we mark them 
all at the minimum. 

Mr. Stearns. But if you’re — are you saying that we should 
have — the consumer should have no concern about a C versus a B? 
It just is something the consumer shouldn’t be concerned about? 
Are you saying your C-rated tires would perform just as well as a 
B-rated tire for General Motors? 

Mr. Lampe. I’m saying, sir, that the C-rated tires are perfectly 
acceptable for any geographic region for any application in the 
United States. There’s literally tens of — 15, 20 million C-rated 
tires, more than that operating today. 

Mr. Stearns. Well, the obvious question is, why do we have a 
B-rated tire on General Motors and a C-rated on Ford? 

Mr. Lampe. I was not — I was not aware of the General Motors, 
but I will obviously assume that’s correct. And if they ask for a 
specification and a specified B rating, that’s certainly what we 
would strive to provide for them. 

Mr. Stearns. Okay. In the Ford testimony today, was there any- 
thing that he said that you object to very strongly in terms of his 
understanding of your product that you would like to go on record, 
other than saying his vehicle is bad? To use the words of don’t 
feel — don’t find fault, but find a remedy. I mean, are there things 
that he said, instead of attacking Ford, that you feel about your 
product that you would like to defend? 

Mr. Lampe. Sir, I don’t mean to be perceived as attacking Ford. 
I think there are some issues that need to get out and need to be 
answered. Yes, testing of the tires; we did testing of tires. We did 
testing against a number of tires, but the tests we did were signifi- 
cantly more scientific and more fair, just basically fair. I mentioned 
that Goodyear, on their rig testing, took our tires, and some of 
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which were 9 years old, and compared them and tested them to the 
Goodyear tires, which were less than a year old. 

When you take their data and you take out our 9-year-old tires 
and you take apples to apples, our new tires compared to the Good- 
year new tires were equal. 

The same thing on this temperature test. I’ll tell you a statement 
that was made by one Ford engineer when we asked, why didn’t 
you use internal temperature rather than surface temperature? 
You know. You’re an engineer. It’s much more reflective of internal 
tire heat buildup. He said, we didn’t use internal temperature be- 
cause there wasn’t much difference between all the brands. 

Those are the things that really bother me, the nonapples to ap- 
ples comparison. There were a number of other, obviously, areas in 
Mr. Nasser’s testimony that I don’t agree to, but you asked me to 
stick — focus on the tires, and that’s what I’ll do. 

Mr. Stearns. Thank you. My time has expired. 

The gentleman who is the ranking member of the Commerce, 
Trade, and Consumer Protection Subcommittee, Mr. Towns. 

Mr. Towns. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Lampe, I would like to understand a little more about Fire- 
stone’s criticism of the Explorer. I see in your material a lot of dis- 
cussion about concepts like oversteer and understeer. Am I correct? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Towns. At the end of the day, aren’t we really talking about 
steering responsiveness? 

Mr. Lampe. Sir, it’s, again, my understanding that Dr. Gunther’s 
concern is more the ability — the ability to the — of the driver to 
maintain correctional — directional control at normal highway 
speeds if that vehicle goes from an understeer to an oversteer. If 
the driver is not able to maintain control, the back end starts to 
roll out on him, and then the car is going sideways to its intended 
direction of travel and starts to roll over. But it’s the driver’s in- 
ability to maintain control, is my understanding. 

Mr. Towns. Aren’t the manufacturers generally moving in the di- 
rection of designing their vehicles to have more responsive steer- 
ing? Is that correct? 

Mr. Lampe. All automobile manufacturers strive to design into 
their vehicle a certain amount of understeer, because we can all 
deal with understeer. You and I, the normal driving public, can 
deal with understeer, and that’s preferable. What we don’t want to 
experience and what the automobile manufacturers don’t want to 
put their customers into that situation, is that oversteer position. 

Mr. Towns. Let me sort of get one thing clear. Could you sort 
of give me quickly the difference in terms of your testing and the 
difference between Ford’s testing of the tires? What’s the dif- 
ference? I mean, just briefly. 

Mr. Lampe. Okay. Very briefly, first of all, we tested — when we 
tested temperature of the tire, we stick a pyrometer down inside 
the tire into the belt edge to measure the heat buildup at the belt 
edge where separations start. We don’t measure the surface at the 
tire. When we measured — we make a test called high-speed SAE 
test, run-to-fail. You purposely run the tires at a higher speed, and 
then you step up the speed and you step up the speed until the 
tires fail. That’s what it’s designed to do, to make the tire fail. 
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We did 2 of our tires, 10 of our competitor tires, gentlemen; the 
most common failure, most common — and especially Goodyear has 
said many times, the most common failure of a tire is tread separa- 
tion, and when we ran those tests, sure enough, 8 out of the 10 
tires that we ran on the high-speed test experienced belt-leaving- 
belt separation. We tested them to fail. Don’t — I’m not saying they 
were bad tires. We ran them till they failed, but the failure mode 
is belt leaving belt. That’s very common. 

Goodyear has said it a number of tires. For anybody to say that 
a separation is not a foreseeable event or not an event that a car 
manufacturer should make sure that he gives his consumer ade- 
quate control over is wrong. 

Mr. Towns. Let me just run back to the Dr. Gunther test again. 
Dr. — it’s indicated Dr. Gunther really tested access to steering re- 
sponsiveness. You didn’t tell him to test any of those new design 
vehicles with more responsive steering, did you? 

Mr. Lampe. No, Congressman Towns. We — we left it up com- 
pletely to Dr. Gunther. He’s the expert. Again, he’s an expert in ve- 
hicle dynamics. He performed standard routine tests, and they’re 
very reputable. You can repeat them and repeat them, standard 
recognized tests on the three best-selling SUVs in the marketplace: 
The Explorer, the Jeep Cherokee, and the Blazer. 

Mr. Towns. Well, you know, that’s the thing. They’re saying that 
he did it on a 1996 Chevy Blazer and a Jeep Cherokee, right, both 
of which had older designs with less responsive steering. And of 
course, for example, you did not ask him to test the new BMW-X5 
or the Mercedes ML 320, both of which have more responsive steer- 
ing than all of those that you mentioned. Am I correct? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, sir. And I understand both of those vehicles that 
you mentioned also have a traction control — a very sophisticated 
traction control device to help that vehicle not go into an oversteer 
position. But, no, we did not test them. The Jeep Cherokee was the 
year 2000. The Explorer was the 1996, and the Blazer was a 1996. 
And we also tested another Explorer with Goodyear tires. 

Mr. Towns. At this time I yield back, Mr. Chairman. Thank you 
very much. 

Mr. Lampe. Thank you. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman yields back. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, the chairman of the Oversight and Investigations 
Committee, Mr. Greenwood. 

Mr. Greenwood. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome, Mr. 
Lampe. 

Mr. Lampe. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Greenwood. I want to go back to a question I think Mr. 
Stearns started to focus on, and try to get a little bit more clarifica- 
tion. We’ve got three of your plants with very, very different rates 
of tire tread separation: Wilson, 19; Joliette at 2.8; and Aiken at 
zero. Are those numbers correct? 

Mr. Lampe. I believe so, yes, sir. 

Mr. Greenwood. Now, it’s a simple question. I assume that if 
the Ford Explorers that were put on are a random selection of Ford 
Explorers, and they’re not — you can’t say that the Wilson plant 
went on a certain kind of Explorer or a certain run of Explorers, 
and then the Joliette plant tires went on a different run of Explor- 
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ers. It seems the common denominator is the Explorer, and the 
variable is the plant. And so the question is: How can you attribute 
the significant variation in the tire tread separation rates, when 
the only thing that seems to be at variance here is the plant and 
not the vehicle? 

Mr. Lampe. First of all, a number of our plants make sizes for 
the Explorer. Some are the same sizes, some are different. The 
other thing you have to remember, Congressman, is that Wilson 
tire plant has hundreds of lines of tires, hundreds, that have never 
had a claim. And if you take the Explorer-produced claims or the 
Explorer-responsible claims out of our data base, our claims statis- 
tics fall dramatically. And certainly the number of injuries and fa- 
talities falls dramatically. Our Wilson plant is a fairly new plant. 
I think it’s about 25 years old. The Aiken plant is brand new. It’s 
only 4 or 5 years old. They use similar manufacturing techniques 
in a lot of cases. There are some differences in equipment, but the 
performance rate and the claims rate in Wilson on their overall 
production is excellent and very good. 

Mr. Greenwood. What do you think is the cause of that very 
statistically significant, I assume, range in claims rates based on 
tire tread separation for these plants? 

Mr. Lampe. Again, Congressman, it can be the application of ve- 
hicle that goes on. One of the variables, too; take the Ford Ex- 
plorer. Wilson tires going into their assembly plants, their manu- 
facturing plants, St. Louis and Louisville, versus Joliette tires, the 
distribution of the Wilson-made production might end up going a 
lot more further south to the warmer States and the hotter States, 
when the Joliette production stays more up in the north and Can- 
ada. 

Mr. Greenwood. You’re saying “might,” or the data indicates 
that? 

Mr. Lampe. It might. I’d have to see the distribution data from 
Ford. They had that information. I’d have to see that, but it very 
well could influence the rate. 

Mr. Greenwood. Have you asked Ford for that data? I would 
think that would be fairly significant information for your company 
to have. 

Mr. Lampe. We asked for that data. We asked for — from Ford, 
the Ranger distribution data, because we wanted to see that com- 
parison between the Explorer and the Ranger. Sir, we asked for it. 
We asked for it and we asked for it. And it wasn’t until May 11, 
after I refused to hand over some information to Ford, until they 
handed over the information to me, so I could 

Mr. Greenwood. Have you had a chance to analyze it so we 
know whether, in fact, these different claims rates reflect geog- 
raphy as opposed to something in a tire? 

Mr. Lampe. I do not — I cannot say that with all certainty. Con- 
gressman, I would — one other thing I would like to point out. We 
talk a lot about claims. Claims is a word, is a classification, that 
didn’t even exist 8 months ago. There is no standard definition of 
claims in the industry. What Goodyear says a claim is, could be 
completely different than what we said it is. There is no standard 
established by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
as to what a claim is, or what an acceptable rate is. But the impor- 
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tant thing is that what happens after the separation, after the sep- 
aration. Again, a driver should not lose control of his vehicle. It’s 
a rare event, but it is a foreseeable event, and it is one that hap- 
pens. 

Mr. Greenwood. I agree with you. This whole business of claims 
rate is not good science. This is about how many calls are made to 
NHTSA, and as we all know, those calls can be inspired by what 
happens in the news, they can be inspired by what’s happening in 
the courtrooms. And there’s nothing final about this information 
that we learn from claims rates. Let me 

Mr. Lampe. And the Congressman is really referring to even an- 
other measure that is different from claims rate, the Vehicle Own- 
er’s Questionnaire reports that NHTSA gets. You get the VOQs, 
you get claims, you get adjustments. It is a confusing subject. 

Mr. Greenwood. Let me go to another subject. You rely to a 
great extent on the research of Dr. Gunther who ran experiments 
detailing the amount of understeer and oversteer of the Ford Ex- 
plorer. Dr. Gunther compared the 1996 and the 2000 Ford Explorer 
to the 1996 Blazer and the 2001 Jeep Cherokee. Dr. Carr, hired by 
Ford, argues that these vehicles are not comparable to the Ex- 
plorer, and that neither have similar steering mechanisms, which 
creates a situation where the Explorer will necessarily look far 
worse. How do you respond to that comment? 

Mr. Lampe. Dr. Gunther is an expert, sir. He’s a full professor 
at the Ohio State University. He has done a tremendous amount 
of work for NHTSA. He’s done work for the automobile companies. 
He is the expert. He selected the vehicles to get the best compari- 
son, the best comparative test that he could do. The tests that he 
ran are standard, repetitive-type tests, recognized in the industry. 

Mr. Greenwood. But you do acknowledge that there are dif- 
ferent configurations in these vehicles in terms of their steering 
mechanisms. 

Mr. Lampe. I do not know that for a fact. No, I cannot say that. 

Mr. Greenwood. My time has expired. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired. The chairman 
of the full committee, Mr. Dingell, is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Dingell. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Lampe. 

Mr. Lampe. Morning, Congressman. 

Mr. Dingell. I have a series of questions. But first, it was 1992 
when Bridgestone/Firestone began its turnaround. I’m reading now 
from the Akron Beacon Journal. It opted to move its headquarters 
from Akron, Ohio to Nashville, Tennessee to get a new lease on its 
corporate life. “Ono,” Bridgestone/Firestone CEO at the time said, 
“last year’s results,” that is, 1997, “showed the improvement of 
cost-cutting and increased sales in the 5-year period.” 

Did Bridgestone/Firestone launch some sort of cost -cutting effort 
in the early and mid-1990’s to deal with its profit and loss and debt 
situation? 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman Dingell, I’m not — could you be a little 
bit more specific? We’re always — certainly we’re always trying to 
improve our productivity and keep our expenses under control. 

Mr. Dingell. The journal quotes Mr. Ono, who is a man I gather 
of some importance in the company, who said that last year’s re- 
sults show the improvement of cost-cutting in the 5-year period. 



289 


My question: Was there a cost -cutting program which went on at 
Firestone or not? 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman Dingell, there are always measures in 
our company to keep our expenses under control. 

Mr. Dingell. Was there a name for this cost-cutting program? 

Mr. Lampe. I’m not sure what the Congressman is referring to. 

Mr. Dingell. Well, all I know is that you had a cost-cutting pro- 
gram going on according to Mr. Ono. Have you ever talked to him 
about this? 

Mr. Lampe. Mr. Ono has returned to Japan, sir. Again, if you 
could be more specific, I’ll certainly try to address it. 

Mr. Dingell. Now, he actually said that it was a company -wide 
program. 

Mr. Lampe. Again, sir, we had many programs that we put in 
place to improve our productivity, to make us a better company, to 
improve our expense to sales ratios. That’s a continuous practice. 

Mr. Dingell. As a result of this cost-cutting program, did Fire- 
stone change the Explorer tires that it was selling to Ford in any 
way? 

Mr. Lampe. I don’t know that any change was made to the Ford 
Explorer tire because of any cost-cutting program, Congressman 
Dingell. 

Mr. Dingell. Are you telling me that there were no changes in 
the tires that Firestone was selling to Ford for Explorers? 

Mr. Lampe. We make continuous changes in the tires. I did not 
say that, Congressman. We make continuous changes in our tires, 
to improve our tires. 

Mr. Dingell. Were any of these changes made for cost-cutting 
reasons? 

Mr. Lampe. Not that I know of, Congressman. I don’t know of 
any — again, we make a number of changes. We try to improve our 
tires. We try to make our tires better all the time. I was not in 
manufacturing at the time, so I know of — I know of none 

Mr. Dingell. Does any of these result in the use of less expen- 
sive materials and compounds and production processes? 

Mr. Lampe. Again, Congressman, I cannot — I cannot state to 
that. I will tell you that we’re always looking to be able to use bet- 
ter materials at a better price if we can improve the quality of our 
tires. 

Mr. Dingell. Would you please submit to this committee a list 
of all changes in materials, compounds, in production processes, 
and in structure of the tires made during this period? 

Mr. Lampe. Of course we will, Congressman. 

Mr. Dingell. Now, did Firestone tell Ford of any of the changes 
that they were making in the tires during this period of time and 
the reasons why these changes were being made? 

Mr. Lampe. We have a lot of dialog back and forth with the Ford 
Motor Company, as Mr. Nasser stated. He stated that he’s — Ford 
Motor Company shares information when they change the vehicles. 
We share a lot of information back with our OEM customers when 
we change the tires, especially if it affects the performance — per- 
formance parameters of what they’ve asked for. 
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Mr. Dingell. Did Firestone monitor the field performance of the 
tires that were modified during this period of time as a part of the 
cost-cutting program of that company? 

Mr. Lampe. Again, Congressman Dingell, you’re referring to 
changes made in tires versus cost -cutting, and I don’t think that’s 
a fair characterization at all. We always monitor. We always mon- 
itor the performance of our tires in the field. We do tests. We do 
run tire analysis. We do many tests to make sure our tires perform 
well. 

Mr. Dingell. Are you telling me that none of these changes in 
tire structures were cost cutting? 

Mr. Lampe. I’ve said I can’t say that, sir, but I don’t — I don’t be- 
lieve you’re in a position to be able to say that either. I don’t think 
any one of us know. 

Mr. Dingell. Mr. Lampe, you’re the witness, not I. 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. Now, at some point, did Firestone decide to reverse 
some of the cost-cutting actions it had taken with regard to Ex- 
plorer tires, because field performance data indicated problems? 

Mr. Lampe. I don’t know that to be the case, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. Would you submit a list of materials, structure, 
and changes in manufacturing processes, please, to this committee 
that occurred during that period of time? 

Mr. Lampe. I said I would, sir, yes, sir. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired, and the — Mr. 
Lampe, just answer his request, if you would. 

Mr. Tauzin, the chairman of the full committee. 

Chairman Tauzin. Thank you very much. Mr. Lampe, welcome 
again. 

Mr. Lampe. Thank you, Chairman Tauzin. 

Chairman Tauzin. Let me put something on the record. Claims 
data, as we understand it, is data that refers to a tire failure that 
leads to injury or property damage. Is that correct? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, sir. Let me explain. Again, this didn’t even come 
up in vocabulary until August of last year. A claims is made up — 
the way we define it — and, again, the real problem is there is no 
industry definition. We define a claim. Every time you see informa- 
tion we give you, it’s defined as a minor property damage claim, 
and it could be so much as replacing a wheel on somebody’s car. 
No 

Chairman Tauzin. Nevertheless, we have property damage and/ 
or injury 

Mr. Lampe. No, no. 

Chairman Tauzin. [continuing] connected to the tire failure. 

Mr. Lampe. Property damage, as much as less — as little as $5. 

Chairman Tauzin. I understand. 

Mr. Lampe. It includes personal injuries and it includes lawsuits, 
three different things. 

Chairman Tauzin. I just wanted that on the record. Second, you 
mention that Firestone did a voluntary recall of tires last year, but 
to set the record straight again, it was the story done by KHOU 
in Houston, Texas, that really started this ball rolling and got the 
NHTSA to do an investigation, because KHOU actually used data 
at NHTSA to describe a situation where too many Ford Explorers 
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were rolling over with tire separations on their tires, on the Fire- 
stone tires, and that prompted the whole business, did it not? 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman Tauzin, my understanding is I believe 
the KHOU television program you’re referring to was sometime 
back in February 

Chairman Tauzin. That was months before the recall. 

Mr. Lampe. February of 2000. I believe NF1TSA opened up a pre- 
liminary evaluation in May of 2000. We announced our safety re- 
call in August. My point being only that the preliminary evaluation 
of our tires was still underway, and it was still 

Chairman Tauzin. Well, I want to talk to you about that, though. 
You just talked to Mr. Dingell about changes that are made in 
Firestone tires. I asked — you were in the room when I asked Mr. 
Nasser about the decision by Ford to purchase Goodyear tires in 
1996, and then to return exclusively to Firestone tires again in 
1998. Now, Ford and Firestone had an amazingly close relationship 
for all those years, and it has intrigued me for a long time — I have 
not yet gotten a good answer to it — why did Ford decide to start 
buying Goodyear tires in 1996? 

Mr. Lampe. Sir, that’s very explainable. During the — and I be- 
lieve it was actually in 1995 that they started using some Goodyear 
tires. They used them in 1996 and a little bit in 1997, I believe, 
and then that’s when they went back to 100 percent Firestone. At 
that same time period, we were having a labor disruption, labor 
problems in our union plants. Our production had been reduced, 
and I believe Ford switched some of the business back — over to 
Goodyear in order to take off some of the pressure on us, to assure 
supply. And then once our labor problems were concluded, they 
went back to us 100 percent. That’s my understanding. 

Chairman Tauzin. What’s intriguing about all that, is that in 
1995, I think it was, you ran some tests on the tires indicator and 
had an amazing, I think, 4 out of 10 failure rate. And — it was some 
amazing results we had at the last hearing. Is that correct? 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman, you and I got into this in the last 
hearing about this testing and the results, and I think — I believe 
that we agreed that a lot of this testing that you were referring to 
was testing that we were doing on prototype tires and testing 
where we actually — what we call test to failure, where you 

Chairman Tauzin. But you found it wrong. You found an un- 
evenness in the sidewalls, and you changed that to an even side- 
wall treatment, and you found also in 1998, I believe it was, that 
you needed to strengthen or add amendments to the wedge. Is that 
correct? 

Mr. Lampe. I don’t believe it was a matter, Congressman, of find- 
ing something that made us do something. We always try to 

Chairman Tauzin. How do you 

Mr. Lampe. We always try to improve our products. The wedge 
change you’re referring to that we did in 1998, we talked about at 
the last hearing, and it covered over a 104 different sizes. It wasn’t 
a change we made to the Explorer tire. It was over 104 different 
sizes. 

Chairman Tauzin. It was many different 

Mr. Lampe. As an improvement. 
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Chairman Tauzin. You and Ford now conducted the very same 
tests on the Ford Explorer, the radius circle test, and you did it in 
conformity with the Society of Automotive Engineers’ guidelines. 
Now you used different peer vehicles than Ford did, apparently. 
You used a different size track, I think. I don’t know if that makes 
a difference. But your results are exactly the opposite of Ford’s. 
You found an oversteering problem, and they found none, using the 
same apparent engineers’ guidelines. You came out with totally dif- 
ferent results. Now, who are we to believe, and how are we to know 
what’s correct in these results? 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman Tauzin, that’s why from the very start 
we asked Ford to work with us, do this together with us, be a part 
of this. It goes back to, Congressman — — 

Chairman Tauzin. But that hasn’t happened. You’ve done sepa- 
rate tests. 

Mr. Lampe. No. It’s not 

Chairman Tauzin. We’re stuck with the fact that each of you did 
a separate test, using the same guidelines, and you got an expert 
that says one thing, and they’ve got an expert that says another. 
You’ve got one result, and they’ve got another result. Who’s going 
to settle this for us? 

Mr. Lampe. That’s a very — and I’m glad you pointed out that it 
was a — it was Dr. Gunther that did the tests. We did not do them 
ourselves. This test is a very standard, recognizable test in the in- 
dustry, and it’s very repeatable. It’s not something you do once and 
you can never replicate. You can. I’m suggesting we are not the ve- 
hicle experts. We shouldn’t have had to do this in the first place, 
Congressman. We should not have had to do it. But it can be rep- 
licated, and I would 

Chairman Tauzin. I’m told that Ford did it on both the 100- and 
the 200-meter track and again came up with opposite results from 
you. So what you’re saying is somebody who doesn’t work for Ford, 
who is not hired by Ford, somebody who doesn’t work for Firestone, 
is not hired by Firestone, somebody ought to replicate this test? 

Mr. Lampe. I think it would be a very, very good idea. I will 
point out one difference in Ford’s test, to my understanding, is they 
tested vehicles at what they call .5 lateral G’s, which is an ex- 
tremely, extremely violent kind of acceleration that nobody ever 
gets to in normal driving. Dr. Gunther’s was done between .1 and 
.3, which is under the normal driving conditions. But I’d be more 
than willing to 

Chairman Tauzin. But they were both done under the same en- 
gineering guidelines. 

Mr. Lampe. That would be great. 

Chairman Tauzin. You’re telling me they weren’t. 

Mr. Lampe. No, they were not. 

Chairman Tauzin. So we really need someone, some independent 
analyst to tell us who’s right and who’s wrong here. Right? 

Mr. Lampe. I think that would be a great idea. We have — we’ve 
done something that we shouldn’t have had to do in the first place, 
and if NHTSA or a third party wanted to do this, we would be most 
willing to cooperate, yes, 100 percent. 

Chairman Tauzin. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Lampe. Thank you, Congressman. 
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Mr. Stearns. I thank the chairman. 

Mr. Gordon is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Gordon. Welcome, Mr. Lampe. A quick lead to — at the re- 
quest of the committee staff and to complete our record, you had 
mentioned in your testimony that there were 4 deaths in the last 
10 days in Venezuela based on tread separation on nonFirestone 
tires. We have no record of that. If you could provide us with some 
documentation. 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, sir. I did not — I was not aware that you don’t. 
We have — we will provide you — we have 43 individually docu- 
mented judicial cases, which means they’re either certified or reg- 
istered by a judge or 

Mr. Gordon. If you could just provide that 

Mr. Lampe. We’ll do that. 

Mr. Gordon, [continuing] to the committee. 

I’d like to get on to the two questions I had asked Mr. Nasser 
earlier. To my understanding, the same Firestone tires used on the 
Ford Explorer are also used as original equipment on the Ford 
rangers. These same tires are evidently used on two other popular 
SUVs, the Toyota 4-Runner and the Jeep Grand Cherokee. Claims 
data shows that owners of vehicles other than the Explorer have 
virtually no problems with tread separation leading to rollovers. 
What does this suggest about the Explorer’s design or handling 
characteristics and their contribution to the problems? 

Mr. Lampe. You’re exactly right, Congressman, and I heard the 
question when you asked it of Mr. Nasser. The exact 

Mr. Gordon. That’s an addendum, and a quick addendum. There 
appears to be a major difference between — or Mr. Nasser just clear- 
ly said that the Toyota and the Jeep Cherokee were not the same 
tires. If you can correct that, too, or give us your view? 

Mr. Lampe. Very brief, the exact same tire that we supply the 
Ford Explorer is the exact same tire that goes on the Ford Ranger, 
and already we’ve said that the Ford Explorer has 8 times as more 
claims than the Ranger does. We supplied 3.1 million tires, of our 
Wilderness tires, to General Motors, and we had 2 claims. We sup- 
plied over 1.2 million Wilderness tires to the Toyota 4-Runner, and 
we had zero claims. 

And the question that calls into being is why do we supply tires, 
Wilderness AT to Ford, that appear on vehicles that have accidents 
and rollovers, and why do we supply tires to others that it doesn’t? 
Mr. Nasser said the tires were not the same tires, and I’ll agree 
to that. They have slight differences, as established by the OEM, 
for such things as fuel economy or road noise or something; but the 
basic Wilderness AT tire, 85 percent, 90 percent, of that tire is the 
same whether it goes to Ford, whether it goes to General Motors, 
or whether it goes to Toyota. There are some tweaks for the OEMs. 

Mr. Gordon. My second question was, 1 year ago, Ford initiated 
an almost identical replacement program in Venezuela to replace 
Firestone tires with other brands. Even though Explorers are now 
using other brands of tires in Venezuela, it’s my understanding 
that the Explorer rollovers have continued at a high enough rate 
to cause the head of the country’s consumer protection agency to 
suggest banning sales of Explorers. 
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Why has replacement of Firestone tires in Venezuela not brought 
an end to the problem, and will the replacement of Firestone tires 
on the Explorer end the problem in the United States? 

Mr. Lampe. And that’s our big dilemma, Congressman. We’ve 
seen what happened in Venezuela. Ford has said it was a tire 
issue. They replaced the tires. We didn’t replace them. They did. 
But the problems continue. The rollovers continue. You’re right. 
The head of the Consumer Protection Agency came out and re- 
quested the Attorney General to ban the sale of Ford Explorers, 
and just this morning, there was an article in a Venezuela news- 
paper that quoted the president of the Explorer Owners Associa- 
tion, stating that this is a vehicle problem, this is not a tire prob- 
lem. We don’t have tires left on Ford Explorers. And I’m not saying 
the tires that are on the Explorers today in Venezuela are failing. 
They’re not. Unfortunately, the vehicle continues to roll over. 

Mr. Gordon. Could you also provide us documentation of 
that 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, I will. 

Mr. Gordon, [continuing] news article? 

Mr. Lampe. I certainly will. Thank you. 

Mr. Gordon. I guess if there is any time left, I will offer this to 
you to clear up any kind of differences of opinion from the earlier 
witness. 

Mr. Lampe. No, I’m not going to use my time to do that. I’m just 
going to reaffirm one thing that Mr. Nasser said. The decision that 
I had to make and my company had to make a couple weeks ago 
to terminate our relationship with the Ford Motor Company was 
the most difficult, most painful decision I’ve ever made. Ninety-six 
years of heritage. Harvey Firestone, Henry Ford were great friends. 
We did not take that decision lightly. As I said, it’s a very difficult 
decision, but it was the only decision that we could take. It was the 
right decision to take at the time. 

Mr. Gordon. Thank you. 

Mr. Greenwood. The time of the gentleman has expired. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. Deal, for 5 min- 
utes. 

Mr. Deal. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for being here. 

Mr. Lampe. Thank you. 

Mr. Deal. You have stated that the important thing is what hap- 
pens after the tire separation. I would submit to you that we are 
basically talking about two events, both of which may be calami- 
tous here. The first is the tire separation. The second is possibly 
a rollover following a tire separation. You’ve indicated that you 
think it is a combination vehicle/tire problem that we’re address- 
ing. 

So my first question to you, then, is based on the fact that you’re 
saying that relatively the same tire does not have the same poten- 
tial problems 8 times, I believe you said, less with a Ranger versus 
an Explorer. Are you contending that there is something in the de- 
sign of the Ranger that causes the tire separation? 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman Deal, my comment was — and I’m sorry 
if I confused this. The 

Mr. Deal. I understand your comment. I’m simply asking 
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Mr. Lampe. No. No. But I’ve got to clarify one thing you said real 
fast. The incident of claims for tread separations on the Ranger is 
8 times less than the Ford Explorer. 

Mr. Deal. But, now, is that a claim that is followed by a rollover 
that precipitates the definition of claim? 

Mr. Lampe. The rollover event on a Ford Ranger is practically 
nonexistent. It’s practically nonexistent. 

Mr. Deal. The separation is 8 times less on the Ranger? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Deal. Are you then contending that there is something 
about the design of the Explorer that causes the tire separation? 

Mr. Lampe. We keep looking at that. We talked about that last 
fall. We talked about why so many rear-tire failures, why so many 
left-rear-tire failures. We have not had any scientific findings that 
would suggest that, to date, that would suggest that there is some- 
thing on the Ford Explorer, other than the inflation pressure and 
the weight, which is extremely important, but nothing mechanical 
on the Explorer causing a tread separation. 

But we still believe when we go back to the Ford chart on the 
weight of the Explorer, that one of the Congressman brought up, 
that that inflation pressure is extremely important. And Congress- 
man — or, Chairman Tauzin, you’ll remember last year we talked 
about 26 pounds, and we asked Ford to let us move our tire to 30. 
They agreed on a range from 26 to 30. We then went back and 
said, please, Ford, we want you to recognize 30 pounds for our tire. 
They did that, and 2 weeks ago I was meeting with Ford, and their 
top engineer for passenger cars and SUVs told me they have now 
gone to 30 pounds for all manufacturers. 

Mr. Deal. So the only thing 

Mr. Lampe. So they probably recognized that 26 was not suffi- 
cient as well. 

Mr. Deal. So the only thing you can account for in that regard 
may be the tire pressure might attribute to that fact? 

Mr. Lampe. Air pressure and load; yes, sir. 

Mr. Deal. Now, the second thing you indicated was that in the 
tests that you had performed, your tire compared favorably with all 
of its competitors, and I assume these were tests on your tire that 
has now been recalled? 

Mr. Lampe. No, sir, this is just the latest testing that we’ve done, 
testing that we’ve done within the last 90 days, 120 days on our 
tires, which would not include the recalled tires. They’re already, 
for the most part, off the road. 

Mr. Deal. Are you contending that your initial recall was not 
necessary? 

Mr. Lampe. The additional action taken by Ford? 

Mr. Deal. The initial recall that you made. 

Mr. Lampe. No, I never suggested that, sir. You asked me if we 
did testing, if this testing reflects tires that we recall; and I’m say- 
ing, no, it does not. 

Mr. Deal. All right. 

Mr. Lampe. Those tires are off the road. This is current produc- 
tion tires. 

Mr. Deal. All right. So you’re not insisting that the tires that 
were initially recalled by your action didn’t have problems? 
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Mr. Lampe. No, sir, I am not. 

Mr. Deal. All right. 

Now, you were generally asked a question about the difference 
in performance of your tires based on their location of manufacture, 
and I believe you indicated that it may have something to do with 
which vehicles the tires go on; and I think we are talking here ex- 
clusively about all explorers and that it may have some something 
do with some going to Southern States. 

I couldn’t help being a little paranoid, as a Southerner, recog- 
nizing that all the tires made in the South seem to perform pretty 
good, everybody; it’s only the tires made in the North and sent to 
the South that have problems. That gives me a little bit of pause 
here. 

Mr. Lampe. You said that. I didn’t. 

Mr. Deal. Is there any other explanation that you can offer with 
regard to the differentiation between point of manufacture and per- 
formance? 

Mr. Lampe. It is also the type of tire that is produced. You might 
have a commercial light truck tire being produced in one plant, 
versus an over-the-road passenger tire in another. You would ex- 
pect to see a higher separation rate, claim rate, if you will, on the 
commercial light truck tire because of its application. 

So application has a lot to do with it as well, Mr. Deal. 

Mr. Deal. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Lampe. Thank you. 

Mr. Greenwood. The chair recognizes the gentleman from Flor- 
ida, Mr. Deutsch, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Deutsch. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Lampe, there have been allegations that Ford basically 
pushed Firestone with its demands to improve the Explorer’s sta- 
bility and gas mileage, and that Firestone ended up going along 
with those demands, but didn’t tell Ford that the tire would not be 
as robust if that were to occur. 

Looking back on that sort of period, first of all, if you can talk 
about the veracity of those allegations; but also, knowing what you 
know now, would you be doing things differently in terms of 
changes that you made. 

Mr. Lampe. I am not aware of any changes that were done for 
the reasons you stated, Congressman. Yes, frankly, looking back — 
you’ve asked me that; I have been asked that before. Looking back, 
the air pressure of 26 pounds was a bigger factor than we origi- 
nally thought. 

Mr. Deutsch. Okay. Did Ford specifically ask you to lighten the 
tire at any point? 

Mr. Lampe. We did lighten the tire. I have also seen that infor- 
mation. We lightened the tire, and I can’t remember which model 
year it was. I don’t know if this was the result of an innovation, 
an improvement that we could make on our tires, or if it was at 
Ford’s request; but I will get that information for the record. 

I do not know if that was at Ford’s request. 

Mr. Deutsch. I appreciate if you can provide that. 

We have placed into the record a June 16 article from the St. Pe- 
tersburg Times reporting that a Fort Myers man died in March 
after a Cooper tire tore apart and his Explorer flipped over. 
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Another person was killed in Florida on May 16 of this year 
when an unidentified non-Firestone rear tire fell apart. 

An April 30 article from the Peoria General Star reported on the 
death of an Illinois man who had replaced his Firestone tires with 
Cooper tires. 

Now, Cooper tires were not approved replacements for the Fire- 
stone tires. Do you have any evidence of Explorers rolling over on 
non-Firestone, but approved, replacement tires after last year’s re- 
calls. 

Mr. Lampe. Sir, I have got reports that have been sent to me 
from media reports that — of a number of cases of Explorer rollovers 
on competitor tires other than — in addition to those that you have 
mentioned. There were two or three in California; there was one 
in Georgia. There have been a number, but I do not — I do not have 
an adjudication, I do not have a certification, of these. They have 
just been reported on competitor tires. 

Mr. Deutsch. I think that’s an issue again where whatever in- 
formation you have, if you can provide the committee and com- 
mittee staff with that obviously very helpful information. 

Mr. Lampe. I believe we’ve provided that, but I’ll double-check 
and make sure you get that. 

Mr. Deutsch. We have the performance specifications that Ford 
provided to both Firestone and Goodyear for the Explorer tires. 
What changes need to be made in these specifications to avoid an- 
other disaster? Or is it possible? I mean, do you have any sugges- 
tions about that? 

Mr. Lampe. I think we need to continue to improve our ability 
to exchange information with the automobile manufacturer. 

Congressman, last fall I said that we’ve got to know a lot more 
about the vehicle, that we’ve got to know a lot more about our 
tires, and we’ve got to talk a lot more about what, if they increase 
the weight from 5,000 pounds to 5,600 pounds, we need to know. 

If we change something in our tire that is going to affect the per- 
formance of that vehicle, they need to know. And I said back then 
that I am firmly convinced, that is the best thing we can do is, 
share more information, be open with each other and make sure we 
understand how the tire and the vehicle interact. 

Mr. Deutsch. Now, you have just emphasized the importance of 
vehicle weight to tire performance. When did you first learn that 
Ford had increased the Explorer’s weight by 600 pounds in the 
model year 1996? 

Mr. Lampe. And I can’t speak for the 45,000 people in my com- 
pany. That would be kind of an unfair statement. We did not be- 
come aware at the management level until we got into this whole 
issue about weight and inflation, which was last year. That is the 
first time we became aware that Ford had increased the weight 
from 1990 to 1996, and then they decreased it, back down. 

And what’s interesting about that is our highest rate of claims 
on the Ford Explorer are those 2 years where the weight was the 
highest. Our claims were less before, and they’ve come down since 
the weight came down. Whether that is a strong correlation or not, 
I would suggest it is. 

Mr. Deutsch. Were you surprised that Firestone was not in- 
formed of the change in the weight? 
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Mr. Lampe. I am surprised, in looking back at it. I wasn’t in- 
volved in the Ford-Firestone relationship back in 1996. I would 
have had no reason to be involved, but I am surprised that we 
weren’t informed. 

Mr. Deutsch. And as you’ve testified at this point, then how im- 
portant is the vehicle’s weight to tire performance? 

Mr. Lampe. It is very important. It’s very important. Weight and 
inflation are the two most important things to tire performance. If 
a tire becomes underinflated, or if it becomes overloaded, that tire 
is going to run the risk of being damaged. 

Mr. Deutsch. Let me just ask one last question. 

I asked Mr. Nasser about testimony that Ford experts have given 
at trial regarding the ability to drive, or the average driver to 
drive, in a situation where the treads basically come apart. What 
would your position be in terms of the ability of a driver to drive 
in that situation? 

Mr. Lampe. As Goodyear stated on four different occasions, tread 
separation is not an unusual tire failure. All tires will fail, all tires 
can fail if they’re not taken care of, if they’re abused. But probably 
the most compelling thing is a presentation that Goodyear made to 
NHTSA back in — I believe in March; and I am sure NHTSA can 
provide you a copy. And there are two things I’d like to read from 
their presentation. I mean, I — it is here — this is Ford’s presentation 
to NHTSA back in March, Ford’s presentation: 

“Like other SUVs, Explorer’s handling capacity, even with a sep- 
arated tire, is sufficient to allow a safe stop.” that’s one statement 
by Ford. 

The other one: 

“Explorers have a margin of safety, as designed, to accommodate 
a reasonable level of component failures, including tread separa- 
tions.” they said this in March. 

Dr. Guenther comes out in May and says, there’s a problem be- 
cause it is a foreseeable event; and now Ford is saying, well, they 
don’t design their cars for that after all — very important. 

Mr. Greenwood. The time of the gentleman has expired. The 
Chair recognizes for 5 minutes the gentleman, Mr. Bryant. 

Mr. Bryant. Thank you. 

I’d like to welcome and thank you for your patience also. Let me 
ask you some questions, some of which may be answered briefly, 
maybe even yes or no; but I have got about five questions I’d like 
to cover with you. 

Referring back to last year, how long did it take Firestone to 
complete the original tire recall which was ordered by NHTSA last 
summer, and how many tires were recalled and were they all re- 
placed? 

Mr. Lampe. We virtually completed the recall in about 5 months, 
4 '/a months. We replaced about — it is a little over 6 million tires. 
We have continued to replace those tires; we’ve got up to about 6.3 
million; we estimated there were about 6.5. 

I am not sure, but if you ask NHTSA, I think they would prob- 
ably tell you this is the highest percentage of reclaimed product on 
a replacement program like this that’s ever been. They’re virtually 
all off the road, Congressman. 
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Mr. Bryant. Given your successful completion of this tire recall 
last year, is the current tire recall being conducted by Ford nec- 
essary? 

Mr. Lampe. No, sir, it’s not. The tires they’re replacing are per- 
fectly safe tires. 

Mr. Bryant. What, if any, quality control measures has Fire- 
stone undertaken to prevent situations like the tire recall last sum- 
mer from occurring again? 

Mr. Lampe. We’ve done a number of things, Congressman. We, 
first of all, instituted an improved early warning system to make 
sure that we can catch an issue when it’s an issue and before it 
becomes a problem, and that is working. We have done some man- 
ufacturing changes in our product, in our plants, not only to — as 
matter of continuous improvement. 

But we understand that there will be tougher standards out 
there in the future and tougher testing requirements by the 
TREAD Act, and we want to make sure we are in full compliance 
and ahead of the program on that. 

We’ve also done some standardization in our plants, but we’ve 
done a number of things as a result of lessons learned. 

Mr. Bryant. You mentioned the TREAD Act. Of course, Mr. 
Upton’s here as the sponsor of that bill last year; and in response 
to that bill, what changes, if any, has Firestone undertaken, antici- 
pating the new defect reporting obligations under this act? 

Mr. Lampe. First of all, Congressman Upton, we’re fully sup- 
portive of your bill. RMA, the Rubber Manufacturers Association, 
which includes all the major tire manufacturers, including Good- 
year, Michelin, Cooper, we have been very supportive. And we will 
continue to support NHTSA and work for a successful implementa- 
tion of that act. 

One of things we’ve changed, Congressman Bryant, is the report- 
ing system on our quality control procedures. We have a quality 
control committee that reports directly to me and is accountable di- 
rectly to me. They bring any issues that have come up through our 
early warning system, identifying when there are still issues. 

It’s my decision, my responsibility to make the decision to either 
go out and get those tires, or some other recourse, but we have 
changed completely our reporting requirements. 

Mr. Bryant. I have got one final question. 

I was in and out, visiting with constituents, and I don’t know if 
you have been asked this question. But concerning the Wall Street 
Journal article that talked about different ratings or classifications, 
if you will, A, B, C of tires; and there’s been testimony that Mr. 
Nasser addressed about perhaps their requirement that they use a 
C-rated tire on the Explorer, and also that maybe they’ve gone to 
a B-rated. 

Could you distinguish in layman’s terms for us those ratings and 
in terms of heat resistance and usage on an Explorer-type vehicle? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes. There are three ratings, basically A, B and C. 

Ford did not — and I’d like to correct the Congressman’s state- 
ment a little bit. Ford did not specify a temperature grade, and 
that I believe was Mr. Nasser’s testimony as well — just confirming 
that. The C temperature grade is a perfectly acceptable tempera- 
ture grade on passenger and light truck vehicles in the United 
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States. It is not a reflection of geographic suitability. It’s a grade 
that’s assigned during a high-speed, high-speed SAE test; and 
again there are many vehicles — as Mr. Nasser said, there are mil- 
lions of vehicles in the United States and all locations in all parts 
of the country that have temperature grade C tires, temperature 
grade B and a lesser population of temperature grade A. 

Mr. Bryant. So I think he mentioned that you did not nec- 
essarily make that distinction on the tires that you provided to 
Ford, the Explorer vehicle, initially. 

Mr. Lampe. That is up until 1999. I believe it was 1999. As we 
interpreted the regulations, we were not required to mark light 
truck tires or tires that were used on light trucks, like SUVs, with 
a UTQG designation. There were other manufacturers that didn’t 
do it either, that interpreted the regulation the same way. NHTSA 
had asked us in 1999 to begin marking those tires, and we did at 
that time. 

Mr. Bryant. Very quickly, the last question on this, how in 
terms of performance would a C-rated tire compare to a B-rated 
tire. 

Mr. Lampe. Again, there are many, many factors of performance, 
handling, maneuverability and so forth. Again, this is more of a 
speed — it’s a speed-rated, high-speed test to see what tires can re- 
sist heat at high speeds; it is about 80 resistance, which is the top 
B or a C. 

The only performance — in my opinion, Congressman Bryant, the 
only performance distinction would be the temperature generation 
and resistance at high speeds. 

Mr. Bryant. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Greenwood. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The Chair recognizes for 5 minutes the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, Mr. Markey. 

Mr. Markey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, very much. 

A few weeks ago Firestone gave the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration a preliminary report regarding handling and 
oversteer problems in the Ford Explorer. Yet Firestone had known 
from litigation in the mid-1990’s about the handling issues with the 
Explorer. 

Why didn’t Firestone approach NHTSA back in the mid-90’s or 
late 1990’s about this issue, so that it could have been dealt with 
as the safety issue which had already been identified in that earlier 
time period before additional death and injury was caused by the 
vehicle? 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman Markey, it’s very difficult for me to an- 
swer that. I was not — as you know, I think, I just took over to be 
CEO last October, and I was not in our technical or manufacturing 
area. I don’t know that people at Firestone felt that there was a 
vehicle problem, or not, back in the early 1990’s. Certainly there 
were a few lawsuits that existed at that time on the Ford Explorer 
that would suggest — that existed for rollovers, but I can’t tell you 
if anybody in our company approached NHTSA or not. 

I don’t believe they did. 

Mr. Markey. No, I don’t think they did. The question is, why 
didn’t they? 
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What we’re all interested in here is clearly the dysfunctional re- 
lationship that exists not only between Ford and NHTSA, but be- 
tween Firestone and NHTSA. And I think we’re concluding pretty 
much between both industries and NHTSA in terms of the respon- 
sibility, which each company feels that it has to bring information 
to NHTSA, that could help provide additional safety for the Amer- 
ican family? 

Mr. Lampe. I agree with you completely. I don’t consider our re- 
lationship with NHTSA dysfunctional. We have a tremendous 
amount of cooperation, but 

Mr. Markey. I don’t mean now. I know it’s improved a lot. 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman, I can only assume and I can only say 
that I guess if there was an issue we felt we would, Ford would 
bring it to the forefront. They’re the experts. They know the sta- 
bility of their vehicles; and other than that, it’s really hard for me 
to comment because I wasn’t in the position back then. 

Mr. Markey. No, I appreciate your passing the buck there over 
to Ford; and you, as well — because of the litigation, you as well 
knew there was a huge issue here — again, not you sir, you weren’t 
in the position at that point in time. But it’s a real issue. 

Let me ask you a question. I would just like to get your view on 
it. The roof crush standard is 30 years old. Would you support a 
new roof crush standard to be developed to reflect a rise of SUVs 
on our roadways and the higher probability of rollovers in these ve- 
hicles? 

Mr. Lampe. I support Congressman Upton’s TREAD Act that will 
increase the testing on tires. 

Mr. Markey. I’m not talking testing. I am talking about an ac- 
tual roof crush standard, so that families aren’t, as the vehicle rolls 
over, crushed to death inside of the vehicle. 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman Markey, I am not the vehicle expert, 
but I would support anything that would improve public safety as 
long as there was a risk/benefit analysis associated with it to see 
the practicability of it. 

Mr. Markey. Well, obviously, from your own testimony, Ford has 
increased from 5,000 to 5,600 pounds the weight of the vehicle; and 
this pretty much becomes a weight issue, how much weight do you 
want to now build into this roof protection so that the consumer 
is — the American driver or passenger is not crushed. 

Mr. Lampe. And I’m certainly not trying to be flippant at all in 
a subject like this, but yes, you could design a people — you could 
put people in tanks, and they wouldn’t be hurt on rollovers. The 
only matter is, is that practical; and I am not qualified to say that. 
But I am for anything that improves public safety. 

Mr. Markey. How about the use of advanced window glazing in- 
side of the window to prevent glass from falling out in crashes? Do 
you think that makes sense? 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman, you’re asking me to comment on some- 
thing that’s way out of my realm of expertise. Excuse me. 

Mr. Markey. Okay. Okay. 

I would like it if you could to give us, for the record, any informa- 
tion that Firestone has, any memos that deal with what you knew 
about the handling and oversteer problems back in the mid- and 
late-90’s from these lawsuits, and what you knew about what Ford 
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knew on these issues at that time, so that we can get a handle on 
how long ago it was that it was clear that there was a big issue 
here. 

Would you provide for the committee memos, any memos that 
Firestone has developed or has access to that came from other com- 
panies relating to that, those issues during that time period? 

Mr. Lampe. If that information has not already been provided, 
certainly we will provide that, Congressman. 

Mr. Markky. Okay. Thank you. 

Mr. Greenwood. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The Chair recognizes for 5 minutes the gentleman, Mr. Shimkus. 

Mr. Shimkus. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Let me ask, on the in- 
formation you provided us, Mr. Lampe, the chart here, it says Flor- 
ida Single Vehicle Highway Fatal Incident Crash Rates by Model 
Year. I think it’s in section one, the third or fourth chart. The 
charts were Florida and Texas accident data limited to a single ve- 
hicle highway accident where a tire was a contributing factor of the 
accident. The question, again, is trying to clear up data and data 
supplied to us. 

Why didn’t you include the Mercury Mountaineer in your defini- 
tion of a Ford Explorer? You did include the Mazda Navajo, cor- 
rect? 

Mr. Lampe. I asked that same question, Congressman, because 
I was mystified as to why. It’s the same tire, we supply the same 
tire to the Mountaineer. It is my understanding that the Moun- 
taineer has a different suspension than the Explorer and the Nav- 
ajo do. That’s my understanding. 

I am sure somebody from Ford could answer that, but that’s why 
they were not included, because they were not an apples-to-apples 
comparison. 

Mr. Shimkus. I am sure we’ll be able to get a response from 
Ford. We’ll follow up on that and we’ve got staff shaking their 
heads yes. 

Let me go to another issue that I raised in other questions, and 
it deals with this whole standards requirement; and again I will go 
back to an issue — again, you were not CEO at the time we worked 
through the TREAD Act. I did raise the nylon cap issue then and 
I just raise it now, really as a point of discussion. 

In a Time magazine article of September 2000 they — their basic 
premise of the article stated that with the advent of increased 
highway speeds, it may now be time to revisit nylon caps as vehi- 
cles get heavier, as heat and aspects — what is your position on the 
nylon cap, and is it or is it not needed. And why — do you produce 
tires with a nylon cap and why do you produce some for one type 
of vehicle and not for other types of vehicles? 

Mr. Lampe. Again, at the risk that I’m not a tire expert or engi- 
neer; but I’ve worked with the company for 27 years, so let me try 
to answer that to the best of my ability. 

We do make some tires with nylon caps. Nylon cap ply strips are 
used for high-speed applications. They were originally, to my un- 
derstanding, developed in Europe for the autobahn. We have done 
a lot of tests, and they do improve the high-speed capability of 
tires. And the higher speed that you go, the higher speed rating 
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you go on a tire, the more likely you are to find cap strips and cap 
plies. 

We have also done tests that would indicate that cap strips and 
cap plies have no noticeable effect on a tire, with a tire separation, 
getting a separation or having a separation occur. They’re more to 
hold the tread in place at very, very high speeds. 

I think there are millions and millions and millions of tires on 
the American road today, hundreds of millions that don’t have 
nylon strips, nylon cap plies, and they function and operate just 
fine. If we were ever to go to a system, perhaps, God forbid, like 
in Germany with no speed limit, then certainly they would be re- 
quired much, much more than today. 

Mr. Shimkus. In a follow-up to comments and questions with Mr. 
Nasser — and I am sure we’ll get better information after 
everybody’s sorted through the transcript — it was our under- 
standing that Ford did move to push nylon caps for Venezuela and 
Saudi Arabia, on their tires being sold in those locations. We didn’t 
get a definitive answer from Ford whether that was true. 

Do you have any information on that? 

Mr. Lampe. I believe, sir, that today the competitive tire they’re 
using in Venezuela does have a nylon cap ply or a nylon cap strip. 
It is also my understanding that the speeds in Saudi Arabia and 
Venezuela, both, are extremely high. People routinely drive 100 
miles an hour. So those two areas might very well justify cap plies 
or cap strips. 

Mr. Shimkus. Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back. 

Mr. Greenwood. The Chair thanks the gentleman and recog- 
nizes for 5 minutes the gentleman, Mr. Stupak. 

Mr. Stupak. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Lampe, at the September 5th hearing, I asked Mr. Ono, who 
was then representing Firestone, whether they would join us in 
calling for and cooperating in a blue ribbon, independent panel to 
perform review on all the AT, ATX Wilderness tires, and determine 
the cause, and propose solutions. 

Is Firestone still committed to a blue ribbon, independent com- 
mittee? 

Mr. Lampe. We were committed then, Congressman. As long as 
it looks at both the vehicle and the tire interaction with the vehi- 
cle, we would certainly join with that committee. 

Mr. Stupak. I think that’s a problem. Shouldn’t we let the com- 
mittee decide what it should look at if it’s truly going to be inde- 
pendent? 

Mr. Lampe. Mr. Stupak, we strongly believe that you’ve got to 
look at the tire-vehicle interaction, because one doesn’t make sense 
of the study itself. 

Mr. Stupak. But then we get results like you have with the 
Guenther report, where you have completely the same results 
based on scientific study, but we get two different organizations 
here advocating two different results of the same scientific study. 

So shouldn’t you really let an independent panel determine what 
it should look at and what it should not look at? 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman, I would agree that an independent 
panel certainly gives a he-said/she-said, removed type of report; but 
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again, I would strongly encourage that panel, if they want to un- 
derstand what is happening in the field today, to look at the tire 
and the vehicle and the interaction between those two. 

Mr. Stupak. In the earlier testimony, they talked about — I guess 
they called it the field data tests that Ford did about the — they put 
the hundred, I am sorry, 1,083 separations with the Firestone and 
two separations with Goodyear tires on their vehicles. Roughly 3 
million Goodyear tires were tested and 3 million Firestone tires 
were tested. 

Do you remember that testimony? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Stupak. And you got a copy of that report? 

Mr. Lampe. I don’t know if we did or not, Congressman. 

Mr. Stupak. Okay. According to Mr. Nasser, you received it, the 
committee received it, and NHTSA received it. 

Mr. Lampe. That’s fine. 

Mr. Stupak. How do you explain that, when you do 3 million 
Goodyear and 3 million Firestones? 

Mr. Lampe. It’s very interesting. You say that this same com- 
mittee back last year got a document, you refer to it as Document 
54. 

Mr. Stupak. No, no, let’s stick with this document. 

Mr. Lampe. What I am trying to explain is, Document 54 showed 
that Ford had received 10 complaints about Goodyear 
separation 

Mr. Stupak. See, that’s not my question. 

Mr. Lampe. [continuing] and now they’re saying two. 

Mr. Stupak. I want to ask the questions. 

Mr. Lampe. I am sorry. I misunderstood. 

Mr. Stupak. You are only going to interpret what you want to 
interpret. 

I’m asking specifically about this one, not Document 54, but this 
study here about the 3 million Goodyear tires and 3 million Fire- 
stone; any idea how you get the differences? If you don’t, you don’t. 

Mr. Lampe. I don’t know how Goodyear classifies claims, Con- 
gressman, and I can’t explain the number “2” that is shown for 
Goodyear, when we talked about 10 already last year. 

No, I cannot explain it. 

Mr. Stupak. All right. But you would agree with me would you 
not, that without tire separation, we don’t have to worry about 
understeering and oversteering on the vehicle? 

Mr. Lampe. No. I would not agree with you, Congressman, on 
that. 

Mr. Stupak. Okay. Well, what else? Do you have to worry about 
understeering and oversteering without losing control? 

Mr. Lampe. It’s my understanding that any type of ride disturb- 
ance, such as a tread separation, could possibly induce the same 
characteristic and same need for understeer versus oversteer in a 
vehicle. 

Mr. Stupak. Okay, other than tread separation, what else do you 
get in an oversteer or understeer situation? 

Mr. Lampe. I don’t know, Congressman. I would think there are 
a number of things that could happen to the rear of the vehicle 
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that would induce the same sort of situation, but again, I am not 
a vehicle dynamics expert. 

Mr. Stupak. In this whole situation here on some of the charts 
that have been up here, I think there was a yellow chart your as- 
sistant there has been putting up there. I think it is Attachment 
No. 3 in your testimony. 

You talk about tread separations as sort of a common occurrence 
with vehicles; is that correct? 

Mr. Lampe. No, I wouldn’t characterize it, and I think I pre- 
viously said I would not characterize it as a common occurrence. 
Tread separation is a very rare event considering the millions and 
millions and millions of tires that are made. 

Mr. Stupak. Okay. Very rare event? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stupak. We have more blowouts than we do of tire separa- 
tions? 

Mr. Lampe. No. Again, in my opinion, Congressman, and Good- 
year backs that up, tire separations are the most common-type tire 
failure. 

Mr. Stupak. How many tire separations do we have each year 
in this country; do you have any idea? 

Mr. Lampe. No idea, Congressman. 

Mr. Stupak. Of all these rollovers, do you know how many are 
not tire separations? 

Mr. Lampe. All I can tell the Congressman is that the FARS 
data, Federal Fatal Accident Reporting Systems data, from 1990 to 
1999 on the Ford Explorer single vehicle rollover accidents, 6 per- 
cent of those accidents alleged a tire involvement. There were 94 
percent of those rollover accidents that did not have any tire-re- 
lated factor to them. 

Mr. Stupak. Okay. The Explorer — and you have a chart up there 
about the gross vehicle weight and the changes by year and tire 
pressure and load, you said, are — well, weight are very critical. 
When you have a tire separation, your vehicle weight will shift, 
will it not; the critical mass of a vehicle will then change? 

Mr. Lampe. I don’t know that to be a fact, sir. And I did not see 
that in Dr. Guenther’s report. I can’t say that it does or doesn’t. 
I am sorry. I can find out for you. 

Mr. Greenwood. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Lampe. Would you like for me to find out about that, Con- 
gressman Stupak. 

Mr. Stupak. Sure. I’d appreciate it. Thank you. 

Mr. Greenwood. The Chair thanks the gentleman and recog- 
nizes the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Upton, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Upton. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

And, Mr. Lampe, I appreciate your remarks in support of the 
TREAD Act, which was signed by the President last year. Again, 
I was sorry that I was late coming back; and I was not here for 
Mr. Nasser’s testimony. 

But in reading it, he said this and I quote from page 2: 

“our tire team worked closely with NHTSA every step of the way. 
We also shared our data and analysis with Firestone — Dr. Sanjay 
Govindjee, who conducted an independent investigation at Fire- 
stone’s request.” 
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He goes on to say, “And we did detailed engineering analysis of 
failed tires to give us an understanding of real-world failure mech- 
anisms. Our findings prove consistent with the findings of Dr. 
Govindjee,” and goes on to say, “Firestone’s Wilderness reached the 
following conclusions, Firestone Wilderness AT tires experience 
higher rates of tread separations than other tires, including the 
Goodyear tires used on the Explorer.” 

Now what is interesting to me as I read that testimony is then 
to look at today’s Wall Street Journal when it says “Sanjay 
Govindjee,” the same individual, “an expert hired by Bridgestone/ 
Firestone,” then it goes on here to say, “a unit of Japan’s 
Bridgestone/Firestone Corp. last year to report on the root cause of 
more than 2,100 tread tires used on previous-generation Ford Ex- 
plorers, said yesterday that the tire company officials didn’t provide 
him with certain data that he requested during his inquiry. Dr. 
Govindjee, a professor of civil engineering at University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, said he wasn’t shown criteria information last 
year about changes made to a critical component of Wilderness AT 
and ATX tires.” 

Further, it goes on to say, “I am a little perplexed as to why I 
wasn’t shown certain data about the wedge change. Clearly, the 
wedge is important in tread separations. The thing that’s unan- 
swered is how important is that change that they made.” 

Comment. 

Mr. Lampe. Not exactly sure what information Dr. Govindjee’s 
referring to. We gave him tons of information. We talked about the 
wedge change here. 

Mr. Upton. He was your guy, right? 

Mr. Lampe. We hired him as an independent third party investi- 
gator, Congressman, to be exactly that, completely independent. 
We gave him tons of data. If there is something we didn’t give him? 

Mr. Upton. Because Ford says, Nasser said in his statement, 
their conclusion was with him, the guy you hired. 

Mr. Lampe. And Dr. Govindjee’s conclusion was consistent with 
ours, our root cause analysis. We have no difference with — dif- 
ferences with Dr. Govindjee; his findings confirmed our root cause 
analysis on the recalled population of tires. That’s what his mission 
was. 

But if there is anything that Dr. Govindjee didn’t get that he 
feels he needs, we’ll be sure he gets that. 

Mr. Upton. One of the frustrations I think Chairman Tauzin 
mentioned in his question, is, we do want to get to the bottom of 
this. We want an independent party who can tell us who’s right 
and who’s wrong, and get the bad tires off if, in fact, they are. 

I’ll bet you have seen this Ford document they think they pro- 
vided to all of their dealers of the tire replacement program. In it, 
it says, “Once the Wilderness AT tires reach 3 years old, the failure 
rate increases considerably” — the tires they brought up on the dias 
a little bit earlier were 3 years old, by the way — laboratory and ve- 
hicle testing by Ford shows that tire design variations and physical 
characteristics of the Wilderness AT tires makes them less durable 
than comparable tires from other manufacturers. Information 
shared by NHTSA shows that failure rates for actual road perform- 
ance for many of the Wilderness AT tires were measurably worse 
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than comparable tires from other manufacturers, and data recently 
received from Firestone shows that failure tests had increased sig- 
nificantly for some of the Wilderness AT tires. Because Ford does 
not have sufficient confidence in the future performance of these 
tires as they age, we’re acting now.” 

That’s their document that they have provided to all their deal- 
ers. 

Now, one of the arguments in support of the TREAD Act, which 
passed without dissent last year, was the provision that we in- 
cluded involving criminal sanctions, and the whole idea was to say 
that when a manufacturer or someone involved in the sale of auto- 
motive product was aware that that product was going to lead to 
serious injury or death that they would come forward to NHTSA 
and act before those deaths and injuries happen. 

Tires that I have here I think perhaps would have led to serious 
death or injury a little bit earlier and it shows that the sanctions 
we put in there work, the idea worked. Rather than going back 
after the fact, after the accident, we had it before. And based on 
the evidence that Ford is showing us with this and the comments 
made earlier, I think that they knew that, in fact, those tires were 
going be unsafe, they were going to lead to serious injury; and to 
make sure that they were not only protecting their customers, but 
they knew that they would probably be subject to criminal prosecu- 
tion, they decided to submit that data and make that decision be- 
fore NHTSA came up with their final conclusion. 

Mr. Lampe. And I don’t agree with their conclusion at all. 

Our tires are safe. Our tires are performing well on the roads. 

Mr. Upton. I don’t know all that many people personally that 
have an Explorer. The ones that I do have had trouble with their 
tires, all of them, 100 percent. 

Mr. Lampe. I would very much like to have our engineers look 
at the tires that you brought in today, Congressman. I’d like to see 
what is 

Mr. Upton. And three — by the way, three of the four tires that 
that individual had had that same type of early tread separation. 

Mr. Lampe. I’d certainly like to have those tires examined and 
if you would work with us on that, I’ll get you the findings back. 

Mr. Upton. Last — I know my time is expiring — if we can get as 
part of the record, I don’t know or not, Dr. Sanjay’s report to you 
all, in terms of what he submitted, we’d appreciate that for the 
record. 

Mr. Lampe. I believe that Dr. Govindjee’s report has been pro- 
vided to the committee. If not, Congressman Upton, we’ll certainly 
do that. 

Mr. Upton. Thank you. I yield back. 

Mr. Greenwood. The staff informs me that we have that docu- 
ment, and we will make it available to the gentleman from Michi- 
gan. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Doyle. 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just have one question, 
and it’s really a follow-up to something Mr. Stupak was talking to, 
too, because it’s very, very frustrating, the issue of trying to sort 
through all the claims and counterclaims. 
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But as I was reading through Ford testimony, they point to this 
one example of what they claim is the only apples-to-apples com- 
parison, and I think you alluded to it earlier, Mr. Lampe, in your 
testimony when you said, in the period 1995 to 1997, because of 
some labor unrest or something, that Ford had taken some of the 
pressure off of Firestone by introducing some Goodyear tires into 
their line; but that it was sort of a way of taking the pressure off 
of supply. So that during those 3 years, 1995 to 1997, “we were 
equipping the Ford Explorer with Goodyear and Firestone tires.” 

And their claim is that roughly 3 million Firestone tires were 
equipped on about 500,000 Explorers; and that your own claims 
data base shows that there were 1,183 claims of tread separation 
and that there were also about 3 million Goodyear tires on another 
500,000 Explorers that traveled more than 25 billion miles and 
that their data base shows only two minor claims of tread separa- 
tion. And I guess the question, or the point they’re making, is that 
if the car was the issue, if the Explorer was the cause of the tread 
separation, or at least a contributing factor to it, wouldn’t there be 
more of — you know, wouldn’t these two be more in the same ball 
park. 

The Firestone AT tires on the Explorers had 600 times more 
tread separation claims than the Goodyear, and you would think, 
if the car was the culprit, that they’d be a little bit more in the ball 
park, the Goodyear and the Firestone tires; and I’m just wondering 
how you square that, because it seems to me to be the only apples- 
to-apples data we have here. 

Mr. Lampe. And just two comments, Congressman. Once again, 
that information is based on claims data, and I really don’t — I don’t 
have access to the Goodyear data and I don’t know how they iden- 
tify, how they, what their definition of “claims” is, if it’s the same 
definition that we’ve got. Because nobody ever used “claims” up 
until 8 months ago. So I don’t know that it is an apples-to-apples 
comparison. 

But if you look at our tire, that tire you were talking about that 
had those separations — which, by the way, the vast majority of 
those separations you’re talking to are tires that we’ve replaced, 
that we’ve recalled. 

But if you look at that exact same tire we make today and put 
it on the Ranger, you have 800 percent less amount of claims than 
you do on the Explorer. 

Mr. Doyle. So what you’re saying is that Goodyear doesn’t report 
tire separations the same way you do, or there’s no standard way 
of reporting? 

Mr. Lampe. I’m saying I don’t know how they report. Claims — 
we have never used claims as a performance indicator up until Au- 
gust of last year, July and August. We always used adjustments, 
warning adjustments. So this claim is a whole new classification, 
if you will, of tires. We had to define the classification for us in 
order to give the information to NHTSA. 

I do not know if Goodyear has the same definition of “claims.” 
I don’t know, maybe they say anything over $500 is a “claim,” any- 
thing less is just an “adjustment.” 

So I don’t know that we can compare those unless I can see ex- 
actly the Goodyear information. 
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Mr. Doyle. So you’re saying that it’s conceivable that there could 
have been 1,000 tread separations with Goodyear tires, and if the 
damage was under $500, they may not have reported it? 

Mr. Lampe. I think that’s kind of stretching it. I’m not trying to 
get you to believe that. I am just saying that I don’t know what 
an accurate number would be for Goodyear unless I knew for sure 
that it was defined exactly the same, Congressman. 

Mr. Doyle. Let me ask you one final question. If the car was the 
culprit, would you expect that the tire separation rates would be 
roughly equal between the two tires? 

Mr. Lampe. If the Explorer inflation and load factors were the 
same, I would — I would think that the — the effect would be the 
same on the tires. 

Mr. Doyle. It would be interesting to see how Goodyear does 
their claims. Thank you. 

Mr. Dingell. Would the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Doyle. Yes, I would. 

Mr. Dingell. When Ford orders, or rather commences, negotia- 
tion with you about purchasing tires to be put on its Explorer, it 
gives you essentially a series of performance specifications; does it 
not? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, I believe that’s a term I used. 

Mr. Dingell. It says the tires are supposed to do these things 
and these are the characteristics of the vehicle; isn’t that right? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes. 

Mr. Dingell. And this is how the vehicle will be used. So Ford 
has given you then performance specifications on both the Explorer 
and on the Ranger; is that right? 

Mr. Lampe. That’s not entirely true, sir. They specify — they spec- 
ified exactly the same tire to be used on the Explorer and the 
Ranger; the exact, exact same tire is put on the Ranger. We ship 
them to Ford they put some on Ranger, some on Explorer. 

Mr. Greenwood. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Dingell. Could I ask unanimous consent, because I think it 
is a very important point. 

Mr. Greenwood. Does the gentleman ask unanimous consent 
that the gentleman from Pennsylvania be given an additional 1 
minute? 

Mr. Doyle. Yes. 

Mr. Greenwood. Without objection. 

Mr. Doyle. And I yield to my chairman. 

Mr. Dingell. Doesn’t Ford give you specification for both the 
Ranger and the Explorer, and you then manufacture a tire to suit 
those? 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman Dingell, it’s my understanding that 
Ford gave us one specification. 

Mr. Dingell. For the two? 

Mr. Lampe. To be used for the Ranger and the Ford Explorer; it’s 
exactly the same tire. 

Mr. Dingell. Don’t the specifications design the weight, speed, 
the carrying capacity, turning torque? 

Mr. Lampe. Ford designs the specifications. They gave us one 
specification for the same tire to be used on the Ranger as is used 
on the Explorer. They — in fact, that tire, when we ship it to Ford, 



310 


it doesn’t know what vehicle it is going to go on. It arrives at Ford 
and they put some on Rangers and some on the Explorers — doesn’t 
make any difference. 

Mr. Dingell. Why are they failing then on Explorers and not 
failing on Rangers? 

Mr. Lampe. Thank you, Congressman. That was my point ex- 
actly. 

Mr. Dingell. But why? 

Mr. Lampe. I think you have to look at the vehicle. The dif- 
ference is the vehicle. The tire’s exactly the same; the difference is 
the vehicle. 

Mr. Dingell. Well, are you telling me you’re not making a tire 
that suits the Ford Explorer and does suit the Ranger. 

Mr. Lampe. I am telling you I — we’re making the tire that was 
requested by Ford, that was specified by Ford. 

Mr. Greenwood. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Dingell. The Ranger’s a pick-up truck; is it not? 

Mr. Lampe. The Ranger is a pick-up truck. 

Mr. Dingell. And the Explorer is an SUV? 

Mr. Lampe. Ford Explorer is an SUV, yes. 

Mr. Greenwood. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Florida, Mr. Bilirakis, 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Bilirakis. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to apologize to 
you and the committee; I have a great big, bad Superfund site not 
only in my District, but in my hometown; and we had public meet- 
ings last night and this morning, and I had to be down there for 
those because they were planned long in advance of this hearing. 

Mr. Lampe, even before I heard some of the questions that were 
asked of you — and I obviously did not hear your opening testi- 
mony — I felt that before we could ever get to the bottom, if we ever 
will, of what has happened here, that certainly the interaction of 
the tire and the vehicle has to be considered. And I think that 
we’re just barking up the wrong tree if we don’t do that. 

This is not to insinuate anything at all, but it’s just that we’ve 
got to look at both of those, I think. 

I did note in your testimony — pretty profound statement, your 
written statement — and you said the odds of having a fatal acci- 
dent in a Ford Explorer are three times greater than in any other 
midsize SUVs. 

Mr. Lampe. And I believe you referring to Florida, we looked at 
two different data bases Congressman. We looked at the Florida 
test crash or the Florida crash data base and the Texas crash data 
base and that statement came from one of those data bases yes, sir. 

Mr. Bilirakis. Well, now, how did you come to the belief that the 
odds are three times greater? 

Mr. Lampe. The data base will show you single vehicle accidents, 
single vehicle rollovers of the Explorer, and then it will show you 
all the other SUVs and it will show you if it was tire-related or not 
tire-related. That all comes from Florida’s data base, and we simply 
then had statistical methods applied to that data base to determine 
the odds of one versus the other. 

Mr. Bilirakis. Well, you say it would tell you whether it was 
tire-related or not. In other words, I mean, is the fact that there 
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are three times more fatal accidents in a Ford Explorer than in 
other midsize SUV — is that a fact regardless of whether it involves 
tires, regardless of whether it involves seatbelts, regardless of any 
other factor? Is that right; is that what your testimony is? 

Mr. Lampe. In the written, that comes directly from the Florida 
data base, yes. 

Mr. Bilirakis. So that’s a black and white figure? 

Mr. Lampe. Straight from the data, sir, it’s my understanding. 

Mr. Bilirakis. Straight from the data. 

Well, a general question, sir. It seems that there’s, there were a 
large number of claims in this country, problems overseas, with 
these tires, your tires, dating back to 1997. And this is certainly 
a question that I think has to be asked of the next panel, Mr. Jack- 
son, but I would ask you, why is it that something more was not 
done prior to, let’s say, last summer, July, the middle of last year 
in terms of examining relevant data base bases? 

What I’m trying to get to here is, you know, after the fact, which 
is what we’re doing here, after the fact, I realize there might still 
be some accidents — isolated accidents taking place after out there. 
But after the fact, I mean, does it — maybe you get to the problem, 
you try to solve the problem, but in the meantime, an awful lot of 
terrible things have happened. 

So could you, could Ford, could or should the government have 
gotten more involved in trying to prevent all of these things that 
took place after — once — you know, it’s been a year-and-a-half now 
that we have known the problems were developing, claims have 
been — were being filed. 

Mr. Lampe. And you’re referring, Congressman, to the events 
leading up to last August recall announcement? 

Mr. Bilirakis. I’m referring to — I’m referring to claims regarding 
these tires that went back to 1997. 

Mr. Lampe. Leading up to August? 

Mr. Bilirakis. Yeah, leading up to it exactly. 

Mr. Lampe. And we did an awful lot of work, and we did a lot 
together with Ford. Ford alerted us of a situation in Saudi Arabia. 
We went over there with a team of engineers and, together with 
Ford, went out and examined a lot of tires. 

The conditions in Saudi Arabia are very extreme, Congressman. 
We covered those last year when we talked. Already very, very flat 
loads, very high speeds. In many cases they will go off the high- 
ways onto the sand, deflate their tires because it gives them more 
flotation. Then they come back on the highways and there isn’t any 
place to reinflate their tires so they travel long distances with very 
severely underloaded tires. 

We looked at the tire. There was not a tire problem. Ford agreed 
with us it wasn’t a tire problem. And the same situation happened 
in Venezuela. 

We have talked a lot about claims today. And it wasn’t until we 
actually started looking at the claims data that we had never 
looked at before as an performance indicator, and NHTSA and 
other tire companies had not looked at it, that we saw an over- 
representation of tires that were produced in one design called the 
ATX, and in one size; and then another one size in the Wilderness 
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tire that was produced in Decatur. And then that drove us to take 
our action. 

But we took very, very prompt action. When we had this claims 
data and could see this overrepresentation, we didn’t mess around 
at all. We — it was within a week that we were up here and an- 
nounced a voluntary recall. 

Mr. Bilirakis. Thank you. 

Mr. Greenwood. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman, Mr. Sawyer, for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Just a couple of observations with the questions, “oversteer” and 
“understeer” are measures of vehicle dynamics, and they represent 
the loss of adhesion at the front or the rear of the car, and they 
occur all the time. It occurs in the rain, it occurs on ice, and it real- 
ly represents simply a loss of the full measure of adhesion. 

The point is that the whole question of testing protocols, it seems 
to me, needs to be revisited. It’s the sort of thing I want to ask 
NHTSA, but Dr. Guenther’s dynamic vehicle testing, if there was 
as much of a difference in the G forces that were applied to the tire 
between the tests that were done by Ford and the ones that were 
done by Firestone, that’s not a consistent testing. That’s not sci- 
entifically consistent. That’s huge difference. Would you agree? 

Mr. Lampe. Again, Dr. Guenther’s testing, Congressman Sawyer, 
was done at what he calls the linear range, which is at the speeds 
that we drive at. His analysis of the Ford testing was done at a 
range that nobody ever achieves. You can’t achieve it; therefore, no- 
body’s going to do well at that range. 

I think they need to be consistent, yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Who needs to put those kinds of testing protocols 
in place? Is SAE an appropriate body to turn to? 

Mr. Lampe. I don’t know if it’s SAE or NHTSA. It’s certainly a — 
I agree with you, it should be a third party, an independent third 
party, Congressman. 

You have brought up an excellent point, the oversteer — 
understeer to oversteer that’s caused by tread separation. Even 
Ford’s own expert said that at normal highway speeds, the effect 
of a tread separation on the vehicle is nothing more than a gust 
of wind or running through a puddle of water. So we are not talk- 
ing about a catastrophic loss of adhesion. 

Mr. Sawyer. That’s my point exactly. You spoke of a product, of 
the lasting effect of overheating as being damage to a tire, so that 
the internal temperature of a tire didn’t cause a risk of separation. 
You used the term “damage.” is that damage abiding; even once the 
tire temperature is returned to normal, has damage been done that 
lives on in the life of that tire for the rest of its life? 

Mr. Lampe. Any type of high generation of heat, such as under- 
inflation, overload, tremendously high speeds, anything that cre- 
ates excessive heat can do lasting damage to a tire. 

Mr. Sawyer. In that sense, when we talk about warning systems 
on pressure that we’ve been talking about for a year now, how crit- 
ical is the margin of error? That is to say, if, in fact, 26 pounds 
per square inch were specified and there was a 20 percent margin 
for error, you’re actually talking about potentially being down 
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below 21 pounds. How critical does that become in terms of the 
overall life of the tire and the risk of separation at a later date? 

Mr. Lampe. Twenty percent underinflation is very, very critical, 
and it’s not something that you can — you can’t run a tire 20 per- 
cent underinflated for 2 months and air it back up and think that 
you have corrected the problem, because the damage exists and it’s 
going to stay there. 

Mr. Sawyer. Let me ask you then about a second point of early 
warning. We’re beginning to talk about claims data. My under- 
standing is that you have recently returned to a standard for what 
is — what are claims data grounded in virtually any loss above the 
cost of the tire itself. 

Am I correct about that? 

Mr. Lampe. I am not sure. I did hear that just the other day. I 
don’t know if that’s something new to meet the requirements of the 
TREAD Act, but I can’t disagree with that. 

Mr. Sawyer. My understanding is that Goodyear does essentially 
the same thing. 

Mr. Lampe. Okay. 

Mr. Sawyer. How critical is that kind of comparability and 
should we ask NHTSA to build that kind of comparability into the 
standards that we ask them to promulgate? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, any time we are going to be in the future using 
comparisons and this type of data, we should have comparability 
in how we classify adjustments, how we classify and claims. It 
should be consistent. 

Mr. Sawyer. You mentioned earlier, but I would just like to re- 
emphasize that you talked about continuous improvement and the 
effect that reporting protocols back and forth among companies 
ought to have. That 400 to 600 pounds is significant from your 
point of view, that a suspension change can be significant. Would 
you agree that tire design could be equally as significant? 

Mr. Lampe. Yes, a significant change in tire design that could af- 
fect the performance of the tire, I would consider that significant. 

Mr. Sawyer. One final question. Should we ask NHTSA to be the 
clearinghouse for that exchange of information, or should we sim- 
ply require the companies to share that back and forth? 

Mr. Lampe. No, I believe we should require the companies to 
share it back and forth because I think it is in our own best mutual 
interest. 

Mr. Sawyer. Should NHTSA have a role in that? 

Mr. Lampe. I wouldn’t be against NHTSA having a role, Con- 
gressman Sawyer, but I don’t know that that role would be nec- 
essary, but I certainly wouldn’t be against it. If it would help the 
situation, then yes, I am all for it. Anything that makes it better. 

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Greenwood. The Chair thanks the gentleman. Mr. Lampe, 
I think all of the members of the panel have queried you, which 
means you are excused. We thank you very much for your patience 
and for your testimony for being with us this afternoon. 

Mr. Lampe. Thank you very much for the questions and the very 
courteous treatment that I received today. 

Mr. Stupak. Mr. Chairman, may we be allowed to follow up with 
written questions? 
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Mr. Greenwood. Certainly. 

Mr. Stupak. I thought we were going to go a second round. 

Mr. Greenwood. If the gentleman has questions that he would 
like the committee to officially pose in writing, we can do that. 

Mr. Lampe. Congressman, could I make one change? I believe 
Congressman Bilirakis was talking about some test data, and 
maybe I misspoke, and I want to just get the record correct. 

I believe he was looking at the Florida tire-related data base. If 
I misspoke and said Texas, I would like to change that to Florida. 

Mr. Greenwood. The Chair thanks the gentleman for clarifica- 
tion and again for his testimony 

Mr. Lampe. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Greenwood, [continuing] and calls forward our third and 
final panel consisting of the Honorable Michael Jackson, Deputy 
Secretary, accompanied by Mr. Robert Shelton, Executive Director 
and Mr. Kenneth Weinstein associate administrator for safety as- 
surance for the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
Department of Transportation. 

Gentlemen, thank you for waiting so patiently to be with us You 
are aware that the committee is holding an investigative hearing, 
and when doing so, we’ve had the practice in the past of taking tes- 
timony under oath. Do any of you have any objections to giving tes- 
timony under oath? 

The Chair then advises you that under the rules of the House 
and rules of the committee, you are entitled to be advised by coun- 
sel. Do you desire to be advised by counsel during your testimony 
today? 

In that case, if you will raise your right hand, I will give you the 
oath. Do you swear that the testimony you are about to give is the 
truth the whole truth and nothing but the truth? So saying, you 
are under oath. And please be seated. 

[Witnesses sworn.] 

Mr. Greenwood. Mr. Jackson, you are going to present the open- 
ing statement, are you? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir, I am, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Greenwood. Welcome again and please proceed. 

TESTIMONY OF HON. MICHAEL P. JACKSON, DEPUTY SEC- 
RETARY, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, ACCOM- 
PANIED BY ROBERT SHELTON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AND 

K ENNETH WEINSTEIN, ASSOCIATE ADMINISTRATOR FOR 

SAFETY ASSURANCE, NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY 

ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. Mr. Chairman, and members of the 
subcommittee, I am pleased to appear before you this afternoon 
and wish to thank the subcommittee. Thank you, Chairman 
Stearns and Greenwood, subcommittee ranking members Towns 
and Deutsch, full committee Chairman Tauzin and Ranking Mem- 
ber Dingell. 

With me I have NHTSA’s executive director Robert Shelton on 
my left and Associate Administrator for Safety Assurance, Ken 
Weinstein on my right. 

Mr. Chairman, this hearing addresses a series of safety issues 
that are of the very highest concern. Everyone who has spoken 
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today has underscored that, but I would be remiss by not observing 
the same point and telling you how seriously we take this inquiry 
and this responsibility NHTSA has. 

The Department of Transportation’s investigation of Firestone 
tires was set in motion by tragic events, and loss of life. All the 
parties appearing before you here today honor the memory of those 
individuals by doing our best to take responsible action. 

On behalf of Secretary Mineta and myself, and the Department, 
I want to assure you that DOT is pursuing these matters system- 
atically, objectively, and thoroughly. 

Like you, we are also animated by a focused sense of urgency 
and a vigorous resolve to protect the public interest, to protect the 
consumers’s rights. We have heard today about the consumers 
being trapped in the middle, and, Mr. Chairman, we wish to be 
bound right to that interest — right in the middle — to provide you 
objective, impartial assessments. That is what this committee 
needs, that is what the American public needs, and that is what 
this agency was commissioned to do. 

We worked closely with both Ford and Firestone to share infor- 
mation to gather facts about these complex matters. We have also 
consulted with experts throughout the field. We have in our testing 
commissioned independent scientific labs to do work for us, which 
I will describe later. So we have brought into our own analysis a 
substantial amount of the type of blue ribbon expertise that you 
could find in the country to examine these issues. 

As we gain additional information and are able to draw firm con- 
clusions from our ongoing research, we are going to follow this 
where the facts lead us. We are going to let all the chips fall where 
they may. 

We want to thank the committee, particularly, for your strong 
support and counsel as we progress. In particular, I want to ex- 
press our gratitude for the tools, the assistance, and the resources 
that you have given us in the TREAD Act. Frankly, this is a sig- 
nificant enhancement of the tools that we have to work in this 
arena, and we are very grateful for the improvements you have 
given us to work in this area. 

After my confirmation by the Senate last month, I read the 
TREAD Act in its entirety. I have studied it. We have had good 
conversations to try to get this new Deputy Secretary up to speed 
on it. But I confess, I often have been impatient at the Department 
of Transportation about the pace of our regulatory work. We move 
too slowly too often. But I am pleased to report to you today that 
we are moving in an area where we have some very tough dead- 
lines for TREAD Act regulatory work. We are on deadline. We are 
doing the job that we had set out before us and I am pleased to 
report that things are moving just as planned by the Congress. 

And we will keep you advised about our progress in a detailed 
way as we move forward. This includes regulations regarding tire 
performance standards, tire pressure warning, early warning re- 
porting requirements, rollover testing and child restraint improve- 
ments. We will continue to monitor this carefully and, as I said, I 
will keep you advised about our progress. 

I am pleased to also tell you that yesterday, President Bush an- 
nounced his intention to nominate an outstanding physician, Dr. 
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Jeff Runge, to head this agency. While Secretary Mineta and my- 
self will continue to be actively involved, Dr. Runge, if confirmed 
by the Senate, will have primary responsibility for running the 
agency. I want to tell you that, in the absence of a new adminis- 
trator, we have a tremendous amount of confidence in the NHTSA 
professional team, two of whom are represented here with me 
today, to move this forward. 

We have not been sitting on our hands at this department wait- 
ing for a new administrator. We have been moving fast. 

The remainder of my testimony will address two topics. First, 
NHTSA’s ongoing investigation into certain Firestone tires; and 
second, the question of whether and to what extent NHTSA should 
review tire-vehicle interface issues, including the data commis- 
sioned by Firestone regarding understeer and oversteer character- 
istics of the Ford Explorer. 

Sir, if I may, the first topic will be our investigation of Firestone 
tires. As this committee is aware, NHTSA opened its formal defect 
investigation of over 50 million Firestone ATX, ATX II, and Wilder- 
ness tires in May 2000, after the receipt of a series of complaints 
concerning those tires. 

With implementation of the TREAD Act, we have a far better 
early warning system to identify these defects. NHTSA now antici- 
pates that we will complete the current testing program for these 
tires at the end of next week. And by roughly this time next month, 
we will be able to report publicly on our conclusions about this im- 
portant assessment. 

Since NHTSA’s investigation was launched, there have been two 
separate actions which will lead to replacement of more than half 
of the tires we have discussed here today, the original recall last 
summer and the May announcement by Ford of its tire replace- 
ment program. 

I want to say that the Department applauds Ford for its strong 
commitment to safety and its efforts to retain the confidence of its 
customers. But I want to be clear too that NHTSA has not yet com- 
pleted its investigation, nor have we made formal recommendations 
or a determination of the necessity for further recall. 

Ford’s decision does not, in other words, render our ongoing in- 
vestigation moot. NHTSA’s role under the Vehicle Safety Act is to 
decide whether any of the tires under investigation contain a defect 
that relates to motor vehicle safety. Some of the tires were in- 
stalled as original equipment on non-Ford vehicles and are beyond 
the scope of Ford’s replacement program. Other tires have been 
used as a replacement tire on non-Ford vehicles. It is thus impor- 
tant that NHTSA complete its review, its investigation. 

NHTSA’s Firestone investigation is unprecedented in its scope 
and in the tools that we are using in the conduct of this analysis. 
The agency has examined literally hundreds of tires from the field 
and is employing numerous state-of-the-art techniques to analyze 
them. I have outlined in my formal presentation the types and 
techniques and tools that we are using: Shearography, sectioning, 
adhesion testing, rig testing on drums, chemical analysis and other 
internal testing. And to do this we have recruited the best experts 
we can find and are using some of the Nation’s most complex lab- 
oratory assets to do this work. 
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NHTSA has requested and received information in addition from 
six other tire companies to allow the agency to perform peer com- 
parisons. Throughout the investigation, NHTSA has continued to 
receive extensive information from both Ford and Firestone, and 
we have periodically provided both companies with summaries of 
data collected in our testing effort. We are grateful that both par- 
ties have cooperated so closely with this investigation. However, I 
want to emphasize that NHTSA has not provided either Ford or 
Firestone with conclusions or recommendations about whether a 
further recall will be necessary. When we have boxed that all up, 
we will provide it all at once and announce it publicly. 

Finally, I know that some members of this committee may be 
concerned that the NHTSA Firestone tire investigation may not yet 
have gone far enough. It is true that NHTSA’s testing is focused 
primarily on a subset of the tires that are covered by Ford’s recent 
replacement program. However, this is because NHTSA’s analysis 
of field data has demonstrated that those tires have been associ- 
ated with the greatest number of claims, crashes, injuries and fa- 
talities compared to other tires not covered by Firestone’s 2000 re- 
call. This touchstone about what is happening in the real work that 
Mr. Nasser refers to is our touchstone in launching an investiga- 
tion of this sort. 

To put this in context, and based on NHTSA’s June 18th, 2001, 
update of this data, the 14.4 million ATX and Wilderness AT tires 
recalled last year have been associated with 285 crashes and 123 
fatalities. The 13 million tires in Ford’s recently announced re- 
placement program have been associated with 37 crashes and 10 
fatalities. The tires covered by NHTSA’s September 1, 2001 con- 
sumer advisory have been associated with 15 crashes and 5 fatali- 
ties, and the approximately 23 million remaining tires within this 
universe of tires has been associated, to date, with 8 crashes and 
12 fatalities. So this gives you some sense of the universe of this 
data that we are looking at from the real world. 

Ford has now also provided data to NHTSA and to this com- 
mittee about tires that are not currently being subjected to exten- 
sive testing by NHTSA. Again, NHTSA expects to conclude its test- 
ing next week. If after assessing all available data, NHTSA con- 
cludes that an expanded testing program is recommended for other 
Wilderness tires, it will expand the investigation of other tires and 
focus more scrutiny on those tires that such results might point to- 
ward. 

If I may, just at this juncture, say a word too about the data that 
has been discussed this morning about claims and of the replace- 
ment tires that Ford is using in its program. Mr. Chairman, I 
would commit to you that while we may not be able to act as expe- 
ditiously as Mr. Nasser, we too expect to be nimble here. 

If upon receiving this data this evening, we could look at it to- 
night and look at it a little bit in the morning, we will come back 
to you with a preliminary assessment of what we think we are 
looking at, what data we might need. If we need to have some con- 
versation with other manufacturers, we will try to start that first 
thing in the morning and tell you how long we think it’s going to 
take, and we will give you a quick take on that data and what we 
think it looks like. 
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We would like to involve Ford and Firestone in that quick look 
as well. But we promise to be responsive to you tomorrow and let 
you know what we think the need is and how long it’s going to take 
us to fill it. So we will work with you very quickly on that. 

Last, I would like to address the question of Firestone’s asser- 
tions regarding the handling of Ford Explorers. In Chairman 
Tauzin’s letter of June 6th to NHTSA, he urged us to consider 
whether the safety problem being investigated is solely a tire issue 
or whether it is a tire-vehicle application issue. I would like to offer 
two sets of observations about this very important question. 

First, NHTSA’s inquiry is focused on tires because it’s the tires 
that have been failing. As the committee is aware, by law, tires are 
treated differently from other items of original equipment. Defects 
in tires are to be remedied by the tire manufacturer rather than 
the vehicle manufacturer. If tires were treated statutorily as part 
of the vehicle itself, as are headlights or seat belts for example, the 
proper course of action would be to launch an investigation of one 
or more vehicle models and any tires that might be used as re- 
placements. 

Moreover, and to be more specific, NHTSA has, to date, had no 
credible evidence that the Ford Explorer’s design is in any way re- 
sponsible for causing tread separation or other such catastrophic 
tire failure. Firestone has not, as I understood it, asserted this 
causal relationship either, and Mr. Lampe’s testimony addressed 
that issue as well. 

So NHTSA has to date, therefore, conducted our investigation as, 
first and foremost, a tire investigation. If it appears that the safety 
problem is limited primarily to crashes involving vehicles equipped 
with certain Firestone tires, then the most immediate and the most 
effective remedy is to recall those tires. 

Second, I would like to talk just for a moment about NHTSA’s 
examination of the handling characteristics of the Ford Explorer. 
As the committee is aware, Firestone commissioned a study to look 
at the handling characteristics and rollover propensity of Ford Ex- 
plorers, and that has been discussed today. Firestone recently in- 
formed the Department of this and released the initial results from 
that study. Like other SUVs, the Ford Explorer experiences a high- 
er rollover rate than other passenger cars. 

In asking NHTSA to investigate the safety of the Explorer, Fire- 
stone specifically said that they had not intended to launch a for- 
mal investigation — a formal defect petition at NHTSA. However, 
because the content of it has been structured in this way — as a pe- 
tition — we have, at the Department, Secretary Mineta and myself, 
asked NHTSA to treat the Firestone petition as a formal petition 
and we are behaving as law and regulation require us to behave 
upon receipt of a petition asking us to launch a defect investiga- 
tion. That is where we are right now. 

Consequently, at this stage, NHTSA is conducting an analysis to 
determine if a formal investigation is merited. The Department and 
NHTSA are giving this matter full consideration. Again, a sense of 
the urgency that I was trying to speak to you about earlier today 
certainly pervades our approach to this issue. NHTSA is reviewing 
the Firestone information. Already, we have met both with Fire- 
stone and Ford. Moreover, we met last week with the individual 



319 


who conducted this research on behalf of Firestone and have had 
useful conversations with all of those parties. 

Firestone’s consultant recently advised NHTSA that he would 
not be finished with the full testing regime that he is conducting 
for Firestone until the end of July. Even before receiving Fire- 
stone’s request, the Agency had been reviewing field data from a 
variety of sources, including NHTSA’s own data collection systems 
for the purposes of evaluating the likelihood of rollover given a tire 
failure for both the Explorer and for peer vehicles. 

Mr. Greenwood. Mr. Jackson, we turned the clock off 10 min- 
utes ago. If you would wrap up. 

Mr. Jackson. I’m in my last page, sir. Our goal is to complete 
this analysis of the data as quickly as possible this summer. We 
realize it is an area of enormous importance to all the parties in- 
volved. So I have provided now, in sum, an overview of what we 
are doing on the tire investigation as well as on this petition that 
we have received on the vehicle. Portions of what I said have, I 
know, disappointed probably both Firestone and Ford. We are very 
comfortable being in exactly the position that we are. We are going 
to do this professionally, systematically, but with urgency. And 
when we finish, and it won’t be long, we will be back here to tell 
you exactly what we found. I’m now happy to answer any questions 
that you may have. 

[The prepared statement of Michael P. Jackson follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Michael P. Jackson, Deputy Secretary of 
Transportation 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittees: I am pleased to appear before 
you today and wish to thank Subcommittee Chairmen Stearns and Greenwood, Sub- 
committee Ranking Members Towns and Deutsch, Full Committee Chairman Tau- 
zin and Ranking Member Dingell for the invitation to appear at this hearing. 

With me are NHTSA’s Executive Director, L. Robert Shelton, and Associate Ad- 
ministrator for Safety Assurance, Kenneth N. Weinstein. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Mr. Chairman, this hearing addresses a series of safety issues that are of the very 
highest importance. The Department of Transportation’s investigation of Firestone 
tires was set in motion by tragic events and loss of life. All of the parties appearing 
before you today must honor the memory of those individuals by our responsible ac- 
tions. 

On behalf of Secretary Mineta, I want to assure you that the Department of 
Transportation is pursuing these matters systematically, objectively, and thor- 
oughly. Like you, we are animated by a focused urgency, and a vigorous resolve to 
protect the public. We have worked closely with Ford and Firestone to share infor- 
mation and gather facts about these complex technical matters. Our work on these 
matters continues to evolve. As we gain additional information and are able to draw 
firm conclusions from our ongoing research, NHTSA will follow these matters wher- 
ever the facts lead. 

I want to thank the Committee on Energy and Commerce for your strong support 
and your counsel as we progress. In particular, I want to express our gratitude for 
the tools and resources that this Committee helped make available to the Depart- 
ment with last November’s enactment of the TREAD Act. After my confirmation by 
the Senate last month, I studied the Act in its entirety. In the TREAD Act, Con- 
gress set aggressive deadlines for completing the required rulemakings. While I con- 
fess to having often been impatient with the pace of regulatory work at the Depart- 
ment, Secretary Mineta and I are pleased to inform the Subcommittees that NHTSA 
is on schedule to implement the Act’s landmark safety enhancements. This includes 
the regulations regarding tire performance standards, tire pressure warning, early 
warning reporting requirements, rollover testing and child restraint improvements. 

We will continue to monitor implementation carefully. I personally pledge that the 
Department will work closely and candidly with these Subcommittees to keep you 
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apprised of our progress both on TREAD Act implementation, and on the Firestone 
Tire and Ford Explorer matters. 

The remainder of my testimony will address two topics: first, NHTSA’s ongoing 
investigation into certain Firestone tires; and second, the question of whether and 
to what extent NHTSA should review tire-vehicle interface issues, including data 
commissioned by Firestone regarding understeer/oversteer characteristics of the 
Ford Explorer. 

2. NHTSA’S INVESTIGATION INTO FIRESTONE TIRES 

As the Committee is aware, NHTSA opened its formal defect investigation of over 
50 million Firestone ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness tires in May 2000, after the num- 
ber of complaints concerning these tires increased significantly that year. With im- 
plementation of the TREAD Act, we will have a far better early warning system to 
identify potential tire defects. 

NHTSA now anticipates its current testing of tires will be completed by the end 
of next week. By roughly this time next month, NHTSA expects to finish its analysis 
and announce the results. 

Since NHTSA’s investigation was launched, there have been two separate actions 
that will lead to replacement of more than half of the tires covered by the investiga- 
tion: 

• On August 9, 2000, Firestone recalled all of its ATX and ATX II tires of the P235/ 

75R15 size manufactured since 1991. It also recalled Wilderness AT tires of that 
size made at its Decatur plant, for a total of 14.4 million tires. 

• On May 22, 2001, Ford announced a tire replacement program that includes all 

other Firestone Wilderness tires on certain Ford, Mercury and Mazda SUVs and 
light trucks. This replacement action totals approximately 13 million tires. 

The Department applauds Ford for its strong commitment to safety and its efforts 
to retain the confidence of its customers. It is necessary to reiterate that NHTSA 
has not yet completed its investigation nor has NHTSA made a formal determina- 
tion about the necessity of a further recall. Ford’s decision does not render NHTSA’s 
investigation moot. 

NHTSA’s role under the Vehicle Safety Act is to decide whether any of the tires 
under investigation contain a defect that relates to motor vehicle safety. Some of 
these tires were installed as original equipment on non-Ford vehicles and are be- 
yond the scope of Ford’s replacement program. Other tires have been used as re- 
placement tires on non-Ford vehicles. It is thus important that NHTSA complete its 
investigation and reach a decision consistent with its statutory and regulatory man- 
date. 

NHTSA’s Firestone investigation is unprecedented in its technical complexity. The 
investigation includes both a review of field experience and an extensive series of 
laboratory analyses. The agency has examined hundreds of tires from the field and 
is employing numerous state-of-the-art techniques to analyze the performance and 
characteristics of these tires. These techniques include: 

• shearography — a non-destructive technique that can detect separations within a 

tire; 

• sectioning — cutting a tire to measure the dimensions of interior features, includ- 

ing cracks; 

• adhesion testing — measuring the resistance of the belts to being peeled apart; 

• rig testing on drums — to assess durability; 

• chemical analyses — evaluating the effects of oxidation and other chemical proc- 

esses that can degrade a tire; and 

• other internal physical measurements. 

NHTSA has requested and received information from six other tire companies to 
allow the agency to perform peer comparisons. Throughout the investigation, 
NHTSA has continued to receive extensive information from both Ford and Fire- 
stone, and we have periodically provided both companies with summaries of data 
collected in our testing effort. We are grateful for the cooperation of both parties. 
However, I want to emphasize that NHTSA has not yet provided either Firestone 
or Ford with its conclusions or recommendations about whether a further recall is 
necessary. 

Finally, I know that some members of the Committee may be concerned that the 
NHTSA Firestone investigation may not yet have gone far enough. It is true that 
NHTSA’s testing is focused primarily on a subset of the tires that are covered by 
Ford’s recent replacement program. However, this is because NHTSA’s analysis of 
field data has demonstrated that those tires have been associated with the greatest 
number of claims, crashes, injuries and fatalities compared to other tires not cov- 
ered by Firestone’s August 2000 recall. To put this in context, based on NHTSA’s 
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June 18, 2001 update of the database of reports to the agency, the 14.4 million ATX 
and Wilderness AT tires recalled last year have been associated with some 285 
crashes and 123 fatalities. The 13 million tires in Ford’s recently announced replace- 
ment program have been associated with 37 crashes and 10 fatalities. The tires cov- 
ered by NHTSA’s September 1, 2001 Consumer Advisory have been associated with 
a reported 15 crashes and five fatalities. The approximately 23 million remaining 
tires within the universe of tires covered by this investigation have, to date, been 
associated with eight crashes and 12 fatalities. 1 

Ford has now also provided data to NHTSA and to this Committee about tires 
that are not currently being subjected to extensive testing by NHTSA. Again, 
NHTSA expects to conclude its ongoing tire testing for this investigation next week. 
If, after assessing all available data, NHTSA concludes that an expanded testing 
program for other Wilderness tires is indicated, it will expand its investigative work 
to focus more scrutiny on those tires. 

3. firestone’s assertions regarding handling of ford explorers 

In Chairman Tauzin’s June 6 letter to NHTSA, he urged NHTSA to consider 
whether the safety problem now being investigated is “solely a tire issue, or whether 
it is a tire-vehicle application issue.” I would like to offer two sets of observations 
about this important question. 

First, NHTSA’s inquiry has focused on tires because it is the tires that have been 
failing. As the Committee is aware, by law tires are treated differently from all 
other items of original equipment on vehicles. Defects in tires are to be remedied 
by the tire manufacturer rather than the vehicle manufacturer. 

If tires were treated statutorily as part of the vehicle itself — as are headlights or 
seat belts, for example — the proper course of action would have been to launch an 
investigation of one or more vehicle models and any tires used as replacements. 
Moreover, and to be specific, NHTSA has had no credible evidence that the Ford 
Explorer’s design is in any way responsible for causing tread separation or other 
such catastrophic tire failure. Firestone has not, as I understand it, asserted this 
causal relationship. 

NHTSA has to date therefore conducted this investigation as first and foremost 
a tire investigation. If it appears that the safety problem is limited primarily to 
crashes involving vehicles equipped with certain Firestone tires, then the most im- 
mediate and effective remedy under the law is to recall the tires. 

Second, I would now like to turn to NHTSA’s examination of the handling charac- 
teristics of the Ford Explorer. As the Committee is aware, Firestone commissioned 
a study to look at the handling characteristics and rollover propensity of Ford Ex- 
plorers after tire tread separation. Firestone recently informed the Department that 
it is conducting a study and simultaneously made public the results of the first set 
of its handling tests. Firestone has asked the Department to investigate its claims 
that the F ord Explorer is deficient in its handling under this situation. 

Like other SUVs, the Ford Explorer experiences a higher overall rollover rate 
than passenger cars. In asking NHTSA to investigate the safety of the Explorer, 
Firestone has alleged that Explorers are more likely than other SUVs to experience 
an oversteer condition following a tread separation on a left rear tire and that an 
oversteer condition is likely to make a vehicle less stable. 

Although Firestone has verbally stated to the Department that it did not intend 
to take the formal legal step of petitioning NHTSA to conduct an investigation, their 
written communication to NHTSA virtually constitutes such a request. Secretary 
Mineta and I therefore asked NHTSA to treat the Firestone request as if it were 
a formal petition. Consequently, at this stage NHTSA is conducting an analysis to 
determine if a formal investigation is merited. 

The Department and NHTSA are giving this matter full consideration. NHTSA 
is reviewing Firestone’s information and has met with both Firestone and Ford to 
discuss in detail Firestone’s allegations. Last week, the agency met with the consult- 
ant hired by Firestone to conduct its tests. Firestone’s consultant recently advised 
NHTSA that he does not expect to complete his testing until the end of July. 

Even before receiving Firestone’s request, the agency already had been reviewing 
field data from a variety of sources, including NHTSA’s own data collection systems, 
for the purpose of evaluating the likelihood of a rollover, given a tire failure, for 
both the Explorer and for peer vehicles. NHTSA has recently collected and is cur- 


1 The eight crashes represent eight different tire models. In addition, NHTSA has data on an 
additional 53 total fatalities where the vehicle involved was an Explorer and/or there is enough 
tire information known to assume the tire involved is among those under investigation. Because 
the crashes are old or the tire was not saved, additional information is not available to cat- 
egorize them properly. 
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rently evaluating accident data regarding various model years of the Explorer. 
NHTSA has not yet formed a view as to the validity of Firestone’s claims about the 
performance of the Explorer. NHTSA will assess the additional test data promised 
by Firestone in conjunction with other relevant available data. The agency’s goal is 
to complete its initial analysis of this data as quickly as possible this Summer. It 
will then decide whether to open a formal investigation. 

We realize that this is an issue of great interest to the Subcommittees, to the 
manufacturers and the public. We will keep these Subcommittees informed as 
NHTSA brings this review to closure. 

Mr. Chairman, I have now provided an overview of our ongoing Firestone inves- 
tigation, the Explorer vehicle handling analysis, and the principles animating each. 
Portions of my testimony today may alternatively leave both Ford and Firestone dis- 
appointed that we do not have immediate closure on important issues. I know that 
we can, in both cases, count on their continued cooperation with NHTSA. As we con- 
tinue to do our job in assessing these difficult issues, I hope we will earn the Com- 
mittee’s confidence and that of the public who rely on the Department’s vital safety 
work. 

Speaking for Secretary Mineta, you have our pledge that we will continue to con- 
duct this work in a fair, impartial and thoroughly professional manner, always 
mindful of the urgency and importance of this effort. This concludes my statement. 
My colleagues and I will be glad to answer any questions. 

Mr. Greenwood. Mr. Jackson, I know it is a heck of a thing to 
have you sit around for 6 V 2 hours and ask you to wrap it up after 
10 minutes. 

Mr. Jackson. I learned a lot. 

Mr. Greenwood. But that’s the way it works. 

Last year, NHTSA recommended a recall on several Firestone 
tires based on an overall claims rate of 12.6 claims per million tires 
produced. Some of the suggested tires had less than 3 claims, but 
the low production universe elevated the claims rate. This year, 
Ford is removing Firestone Wilderness AT tires from all of its vehi- 
cles based partially on identifying tires with a claims rate of more 
than five claims per million produced, a figure they say is an in- 
dustry standard. 

Do you agree that there is any such industry standards, and if 
so, is it 5 or 12.6 or some other number? 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t believe that we have exactly reached an un- 
derstanding of a number, a single number that would be appro- 
priate to use as an indicator of when to trigger a defect investiga- 
tion. It is a variable, an important variable. But a single one such 
as that is not definitively established as sufficient for this purpose. 

Mr. Greenwood. Mr. Jackson, you said that in your opening 
statement that NHTSA was considering whether to look into the 
combination of this tire on this particular vehicle. Last year in a 
Senate hearing, Senator Snowe asked Dr. Bailey, quote: “have you 
decided that it is a tire problem or a Ford Explorer problem or 
both?” and Dr. Bailey responded: “At this time, I think we are deal- 
ing with a tire problem, but as part of our investigation, we will 
also explore the possibility of a combination.” 

Has that study not been conducted by NHTSA? 

Mr. Jackson. NHTSA has gathered some preliminary evidence 
on this, and the Firestone data is a part of that — a part of that 
work. 

Mr. Greenwood. The companies are making use of their respec- 
tive understeer and oversteer experiments. The question is, is there 
a baseline amount understeer that a car or SUV should have? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir, we have not established as a recommenda- 
tion of NHTSA such a standard. 



323 


Mr. Greenwood. I’m sorry, I was interrupted there. You have 
not yet decided whether there should be such a standard? 

Mr. Jackson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Greenwood. Are you working on — where do you stand on 
that? Are you probing that question? 

Mr. Jackson. That question is embedded in the question of 
whether we should launch a formal investigation in the case of the 
Explorer, and will be part of the preliminary conversation that 
takes place as we do our review. We are not conducting an inves- 
tigation now. We are conducting a review. And part of that review 
would address this question inside the Department. 

Mr. Greenwood. Well, understand, my question is not does the 
Explorer have an understeer or oversteer problem. My question is 
should there be a national standard set for steering? 

Mr. Jackson. We would like to be able to answer that question 
more straightforwardly as a result of concluding our preliminary 
review and report back to your our thoughts on that matter. It is 
definitely a new step that we believe Firestone is asking us to take, 
to regulate an area or to look at and evaluate an area where we 
have not historically had a role. 

Mr. Greenwood. How much would the steering mechanism of 
the vehicle play a role in the vehicle’s understeer or oversteer? 

Mr. Jackson. I would like to defer to one of my expert colleagues 
to answer that question. 

Mr. Weinstein. Well, I am not an expert vehicle dynamicist, a 
dynamics expert, but I would say it is possible that it could have 
an effect under various different circumstances. Whether it be in 
a tread separation, I don’t know. And we will be working and look- 
ing at the data and seeing what Dr. Guenther comes up with and 
see whether or not steering inputs have any effect. 

Mr. Greenwood. Much has been made throughout the hearing 
about this issue of claims rates. And I think most of us have come 
to the conclusion that claims rate is an only somewhat reliable 
piece of information. As I understand it, the claims rate is simply 
a function of how many people call NHTSA and supply information 
with regard to property and/or personal damage that result in a 
motor vehicle accident, and that rate could be affected by what 
happens in the media today. I wouldn’t be surprised if our hearing 
results in additional claims. 

Could you describe how NHTSA handles these claims and what 
you make of the information gathered from it? 

Mr. Jackson. Let me take a first cut at that. The claims rate 
definition is something that we are addressing in the TREAD Act 
regulatory work that we are doing right now. But the differences 
in the definitions, which really are those of the manufacturers, the 
tire manufacturers — and this data, by the way, is reported not to 
us initially, but to the manufacturers. They share data with us. 
This data has coalesced around a common understanding at least 
in the data that we are sharing with tire manufacturers that it is 
essentially a claim that we are looking at here for more than the 
value of the tire itself. 

So in the Goodyear and Firestone data, there is, we believe, com- 
parability at this juncture. We will address that more systemati- 
cally in our regulatory work. 
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Mr. Greenwood. My time has expired. The gentleman — the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Dingell. 

Mr. Dingell. Mr. Chairman. I thank you. Gentlemen, is tread 
separation a common form of tire failure? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. It is not. Is it regarded as catastrophic? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. Can it be reasonably anticipated that if it’s an 
SUV, it will roll over after tread separation? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. In other words, you would assume that after tread 
separation, the vehicle is not going to roll? 

Mr. Jackson. The data that Mr. Nasser discussed this morning 
says that approximately 10 percent result in a rollover in the event 
of a 

Mr. Dingell. Do you agree with that? 

Mr. Shelton. Mr. Dingell, our data say that it is 10 percent I 
believe at the highest. In many cases it is less than that. 

Mr. Dingell. There was a period of three model years, 1995 
through 1997, when virtual equal numbers of Goodyear and Fire- 
stone tires were put on the Explorer. I understand there has been 
1,183 tread separation claims for Firestone tires used in those 
model years, and only two tread separation claims for Goodyear 
tires were used in those same 2 years. Is that so? 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, that’s correct. 

Mr. Dingell. That conforms with your records. Did either of the 
two claims on Goodyear tires involve loss of life? 

Mr. Shelton. No, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. Is there greater likelihood that tread separations 
will occur at low or high speeds? 

Mr. Shelton. High speeds, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. It is uncommon for them to occur below 35 miles 
an hour? 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, it is typically a high speed phenomenon. 

Mr. Dingell. So if somebody tested a tire at 35 miles an hour, 
they wouldn’t get a good result, would they, if they showed up with 
a lot of tread separation? 

Mr. Shelton. It is unlikely they would find tread separation at 
35 miles an hour. 

Mr. Dingell. You’d look kind of fishy-eyed at that particular 
kind of test, would you not? 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. Now, is there threshold level for tread separations 
that NHTSA recognizes as standard for judging when to rec- 
ommend a recall? 

Mr. Shelton. No, sir, we do not have such a threshold. 

Mr. Dingell. The Wilderness AT tires recalled last year were all 
from Firestone’s plant in Decatur, Illinois; is that correct? 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. The Wilderness AT tires were also made at Fire- 
stone plants at Wilson, North Carolina; is that also true? 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. I understand that the latest reports reveal that 
tread separation claims for the Wilderness AT tires produced in 
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Wilson, North Carolina, in 1996 have been extremely high, 100 
parts per million. Is that information correct? 

Mr. Weinstein. I wouldn’t say that it is necessarily 100 parts 
per million. We have looked at trends in the Wilson plant and 

Mr. Dingell. Well, it’s either true or not true or you don’t know. 

Mr. Weinstein. I’ll check it out 

Mr. Dingell. Please give us the answer. I also understand that 
16-inch Wilderness AT tires made at Wilson has a tread separation 
claims rate of 450 parts per million when used on the vehicle up 
to 5 years; is that correct? 

Mr. Shelton. We will have to check. 

Mr. Jackson. We will have to get those numbers. 

Mr. Dingell. That is correct? 

Mr. Shelton. We are checking that. 

Mr. Dingell. Okay. You will check that out. NHTSA also asked 
Firestone to recall its 16-inch Wilderness AT tire made at Wilson 
last year, did it not? 

Mr. Weinstein. 16-inch tire? 

Mr. Dingell. Yes, you asked them to recall the 16-inch tire. 

Mr. Shelton. No, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. You did not? Are you now prepared to say that 
NHTSA does not believe that the Wilderness AT tires produced at 
Wilson pose any safety risks for drivers and passengers who have 
these tires on their vehicles? 

Mr. Weinstein. We are in the process of completing our inves- 
tigation and will be able to address that by this time next month. 

Mr. Dingell. All right. The rate of 100 parts per million is high- 
er than the average rate for tires that have been recalled in the 
past year, is that not so? 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, sir. As I understand the rates of the tires that 
have been recalled are higher than that. 

Mr. Stearns. [Presiding] Excuse me, Mr. Dingell. There’s two 
mikes. If you could spread the mikes and when you speak, make 
sure you speak into them. 

Mr. Dingell. Tread separations tend to occur in hot climate re- 
gions in warm weather periods of the year; isn’t that so? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. When will NHTSA have the work done to make a 
decision about recalling tires produced at Wilson? 

Mr. Shelton. We plan to complete our analysis for the entire in- 
vestigation approximately 1 month from today. 

Mr. Dingell. Is that delay related to the fact that NHTSA does 
not have an administrator, acting or permanent, at this time? 

Mr. Shelton. No, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. It is not? 

Mr. Shelton. No, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. Currently NHTSA rates vehicles on the basis of 
their static stability; is that correct? 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dingell. And no SUV that NHTSA has tested received high- 
er than a 3- out of a possible 5-star rating; is that correct? 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, sir, that is correct. 
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Mr. Dingell. It is my understanding that the 2002 model year 
Explorer will receive a 3 -star rating from NHTSA. That is as high 
as any other SUV; is that correct? 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, sir, that is correct. 

Mr. Dingell. In prior model years, NHTSA gave the Explorer a 
2-star rating; is that correct? 

Mr. Shelton. The earlier model Explorer was tested and got a 
2-star rating, yes. Not prior model years, because we just started 
the program a few month ago. 

Mr. Dingell. Would you call a 2-star rating during those year 
good or bad? 

Mr. Shelton. It would be typical for an SUV. They range from 
1 to 3. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. Dingell. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Weinstein. Mr. Chairman, could I clarify one of my prior an- 
swers? I misunderstood because of the way the prior conversation 
had been going with respect to tires on Explorers and Rangers, et 
cetera, when you asked me about had we recommended recalling 
a 16-inch tire from Wilson, I was focusing on that. On our con- 
sumer advisory list, the one that we issued last September 1st, we 
did include a 16-inch Wilderness AT tire that is used on a rel- 
atively small number of Ford 150 vehicles. It is a different size and 
different tire from the one that is used on Explorers. I apologize for 
that confusion. 

Mr. Dingell. What about the Explorer tire to which I was refer- 
ring? Did you suggest that it should be recalled or not? 

Mr. Weinstein. We did not, and that’s certainly a part of our 
current investigation. The ones — the 16-inch tires used on Explor- 
ers made at Wilson or any place else were not included. 

Mr. Dingell. Could that investigation now ongoing result in a 
recall of that tire? 

Mr. Weinstein. It could lead to a request for that. 

Mr. Stearns. Let me offer my questions here. Just as a general, 
do we have enough resources at NHTSA to analyze and provide, in 
a timely fashion, information on this area and others? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir, I think we do. And if we find that as these 
examinations increase that we don’t, I will come back and tell you. 

Mr. Stearns. So right now we have all the resources at NHTSA 
to do the job in your opinion? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stearns. And that is the opinion of your boss? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir, I have not asked that question of him di- 
rectly, but we have no conversations on the table about that issue 
right now. 

Mr. Stearns. Have you heard the discussion that we have had 
on this raw data that we’ve had here? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir, I have. 

Mr. Stearns. If we give you this raw data, can you come back 
within 30 days and give us your analysis, or 2 weeks or 1 week or 
1 day? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, in my prepared remarks, I volun- 
teered that we could come back tomorrow and give you our prelimi- 
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nary analysis of that data and what we think it might take to give 
you a definitive answer to the questions that you are asking us. 

Mr. Stearns. In terms of the TREAD Act, do you think we 
should do anything more than that at this time? 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir, I do not have a recommendation for more 
right now. We have a pretty steep regulatory agenda ahead of us. 
We have many new and complex issues to work through with the 
industry. We will be keeping you and the members of this com- 
mittee apprised, but I do not think anything more is needed at this 
point. 

Mr. Stearns. Were you here when Mr. Stupak was talking about 
claims versus safety and the nuance that once you talk about 
claims, it does not imply safety? Were you here? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir, I was. 

Mr. Stearns. Do you think we need to have in Congress a better 
understanding, either legislatively, in your office, what claims 
mean in terms relative to safety or are they totally diverse, sepa- 
rated? 

Mr. Jackson. I think that we obviously have a little confusion 
here in the room and it seems natural that we should clarify this 
a little bit more. As part of our regulation, we are specifying a defi- 
nition that would provide common data to us from the tire manu- 
facturers. And so that is exactly what we are doing. 

In the meantime, frankly, we have had these conversations with 
the tire manufacturers that we have been talking with as part of 
this investigation. And we believe we have a pretty common sense 
agreement about what that definition of claims would be. 

Mr. Stearns. Not only a definition, but once you give a claims 
quantitative answer, don’t you have to list the contingencies that 
make up that claim? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, you are exactly right to understand 
that claims alone is not a single metric answer to the question of 
whether we have a problem. There are a multiplicity of factors that 
we have to look at to be able to dig into the question of whether 
a possible defect exists. 

Mr. Stearns. In the field experience chart prepared by NHTSA, 
by you folks — this is not our raw data, but which you prepared — 
you compare the Explorer model years 1991 to 1994 to the model 
years 1995 to 1999. Can you see it okay? Do you need a copy? 

Mr. Jackson. I am familiar with that chart, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Stearns. It would appear from this chart — and you heard 
me ask Ford Motor company — that the 1991-94 model had 50 roll- 
overs. The following number jumped to 87 for the 1995-1999 model 
year Explorer. Is this important statistics? You probably heard Mr. 
Nasser indicate it was just demographics. He didn’t give an answer 
to it. 

I guess the No. 1 question is, are you investigating this and what 
leads to this increase rollover number? 

Mr. Jackson. We are reviewing this data more thoroughly. And 
it is a statistically significant difference between those two num- 
bers. And we are discussing this with Ford and among our own ex- 
perts, to assess this data more carefully. 

We generated this data, we looked at it and discovered that it 
is an issue that we want to dig into more. 
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Mr. Stearns. How long have you known about it? 

Mr. Jackson. Since April. 

Mr. Stearns. Are you aware that Ford has changed the suspen- 
sion on different model years? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, we are. 

Mr. Stearns. Tell me briefly what that means. 

Mr. Weinstein. In fact, Mr. Chairman, that is why we separated 
out those. We knew that they had made a change. In model year 
1995, they switched from what is called a twin I-beam suspension 
to what Mr. Nasser characterized a more modern type of suspen- 
sion, an A-arm suspension. And they made other changes to the ve- 
hicle as well for model year 1995. So it is a somewhat different ve- 
hicle. 

I am not here to tell you that an A-arm suspension automatically 
leads to more rollovers. I am not saying that at all. But that is why 
we broke out the two models. 

Mr. Stearns. But didn’t the suspension occur at the same time 
as this chart? I mean, wouldn’t it fall into those years, the 1995 
to 1999 model year Explorer? 

Mr. Weinstein. That’s correct. We did the data runs for the two 
separate categories. That is why we split the total Explorer popu- 
lation into those two groups, just to see whether or not there was 
any difference in consequence. What these are, by the way, sir, is 
the rollovers that occurred following a tread separation. So we 
wanted to see what the consequences of a tread separation would 
be on Explorers, on pickup trucks, on other SUVs, and that was 
why this chart was developed. And that is why we used different 
groups of Explorers as well. 

Mr. Stearns. You know, fellows, the taxpayers are hiring you to 
make some difficult decisions. And this is not a case where you are 
going to give an oblique or ambiguous answer. You are going to 
have to come up and risk and give some answers here so that the 
American consumer is safe. Do you think, based upon this chart, 
that it is worthwhile to investigate beyond tires, perhaps look at 
the role of other vehicles in rollover incidences? 

Mr. Weinstein. Not specific 

Mr. Stearns. Does that warrant, in your opinion, that kind of in- 
vestigation? 

Mr. Weinstein. Mr. Chairman not just from this chart but both 
the information in this chart, the information that Dr. Guenther 
has prepared, and all the information that is available to us. We 
will look at all of that and make that decision later this summer. 

Mr. Stearns. Okay. My time has expired. Mr. Stupak is recog- 
nized. 

Mr. Stupak. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It’s your testimony that 
this vehicle field experience, that relates to tread separations; 
right? 

Mr. Weinstein. It’s what occurs after a claim — claims of tread 
separation provided by Firestone to us. 

Mr. Stupak. So Ford should have more crashes because it has 
the Firestone tires, which is alleged to separate, and that is what 
this chart reflects. 

Mr. Weinstein. Well, what we were attempting to do was to say 
if there is a tread separation, what is the likelihood of a cata- 
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strophic event, of a crash or a rollover. Only when you have a lot 
of tread separations do you have enough data to have statistically 
significant results. 

Mr. Stupak. These other vehicles, other compact SUVs and other 
compact SUVs without Bronco II, did they have the Firestone Wil- 
derness tires? 

Mr. Weinstein. Yes, these are — everything on that chart reflects 
tires that are the subject of our investigation. 

Mr. Stupak. Very good. In — before Ford came out with their re- 
call or replacement notice, did NHTSA have a chance to look at the 
tires that they were going to use as replacement tires? By that I 
mean you saw the list. 

Mr. Weinstein. They gave us the list after they advised us that 
they were going to do what they did. But we subsequently had the 
opportunity to look at the list. 

Mr. Stupak. Did you have an opportunity to discuss it with 
them? Did you voice any concerns about any of these vehicles — ex- 
cuse me, replacement tires? 

Mr. Weinstein. They asked us whether we were investigating 
any of those tires. They subsequently asked us how many con- 
sumer complaints we had gotten about these tires. And I’m distin- 
guishing from claims. This is like to our hotline. And we gave them 
that data. And then they went forward and did what they did. 

Mr. Stupak. Does NHTSA have any concerns about these re- 
placement tires? That they may have a worse safety record than 
the ones that are being replaced? 

Mr. Weinstein. Well, sir, we will keep looking at that. At the 
moment, we don’t have any such concern. We are not investigating 
them. But if we see anything — and we look forward to seeing the 
data that the committee was discussing before — we will certainly 
promptly advise the committee as well as Ford. 

Mr. Stupak. So the data that you may receive from the com- 
mittee, you don’t have any idea if these tires are more dangerous, 
less dangerous, or insufficient information to make a judgment 
call? 

Mr. Weinstein. At this point, we have no evidence that would 
indicate that they are dangerous. 

Mr. Jackson. Congressman, I would like to give a gloss on that 
point. Mr. Nasser earlier said that he made the full portfolio of cus- 
tomer service actions, in effect, covering a wide variety of perform- 
ance data for the tires that are in that customer service action. 
Necessarily, some of those tires, as he admitted, were not tires that 
indicated substantial failure. 

So if we find that some in that pool of Ford actions are com- 
parable to other tires out there in the replacement, it’s not prima 
facie a surprise to us because of the nature of the way they made 
their decision and the data that was available to them on some of 
the newer tires. 

Mr. Stupak. Did they — did Ford give you the data that they had 
on these replacement tires or they just asked you about 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t believe we exchanged that data. They just 
asked us for some of the information we have described to you, sir. 
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Mr. Stupak. So it’s your testimony today that there are no other 
tires that you are looking at for tread separations other than the 
Firestone tires. 

Mr. Weinstein. No other tires that are on that list. We do have 
two pending investigations about tires called light truck tires, a 
Firestone tire and a Goodyear tire. 

Mr. Stupak. So no other on that list, then. 

Mr. Weinstein. Right. Right. 

Mr. Stupak. All right. In answer to some questions by somebody, 
tread separation or a tread failure, very seldom does that happen; 
right? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Stupak. Would a blowout occur more often on tires than 
tread separations? If you know? 

Mr. Weinstein. Mr. Lampe says no, and we don’t dispute that. 
We don’t keep track of that. We couldn’t tell you how many blow- 
outs there are. 

Mr. Stupak. Mr. Lampe also said that tread separations are 
common occurrence. And he cited some quotes from Goodyear. 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, Congressman, consumers normally wouldn’t 
report a blowout to NHTSA. All of us have had flat tires in our 
lives and I don’t call NHTSA when I have a flat tire. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. Shelton. I suspect you wouldn’t either. 

Mr. Stupak. Correct. Thank you. 

Mr. Stearns. Mr. Shimkus is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Shimkus. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We have defined or 
used the terminology, “parts per million,” which I think refers to 
claims per million, connected with last year’s original recall where 
we also asked how come insurance data wasn’t getting to NHTSA. 
Part of the Tire Act was to get information. And I think that is 
what we are kind of wrestling with too is new fountains of informa- 
tion, some coming from the insurance industry, some coming from 
individual testing, either by you all or by the industry. 

I was intrigued with the debate or the discussion on the tires on 
the SUVs and the Ranger pickups with Mr. Dingell with Mr. 
Lampe. And the basic premise was: same tire. It goes into the de- 
bate of standards and specifications. 

Do we want to micromanage tire standards through Federal reg- 
ulation? 

Mr. Jackson. We, as part of the TREAD Act, we were asked to 
look at the tire standard that we have out there, and we believe 
that we should look at that and that it can benefit from another 
look. We are not trying to design tires — to provide a “performance 
spec” for a tire to be made for a given vehicle. 

So there is a degree of appropriate work that we have to do here, 
but we are not in the business of designing tires nor of specifying 
the requirements for a given tire-vehicle combination. 

Mr. Shimkus. So what do we expect to receive from your evalua- 
tion? Or what do you think you might present to us? If you are the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, an element of the 
Department of Transportation, we have independent corporations 
send us — establishing specifications to tire industry individuals 
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who establish the exact standards for a multitude of different vehi- 
cles. What do you think you are going to accomplish? 

Mr. Jackson. We currently have a tire standard, and perhaps I 
could ask my colleague to give you an overview of that standard 
and exactly what we are looking at for changes in it. 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, Congressman, as part of the TREAD Act, we 
are going to upgrade our tire standard. As it was discussed in this 
committee’s hearing last year, the existing NHTSA tire standard 
has been essentially unchanged since 1968. And as one of the pro- 
visions of the TREAD Act we are upgrading that standard. And we 
will issue a proposal this summer, I think late this summer to ac- 
tually upgrade that tire standard, because under TREAD, we have 
to get that rulemaking completed by next June. 

So that right now, under the NHTSA tire standard, there are 
high-speed tests, there are endurance tests, there is a debeading 
test. There is another test that is escaping me right now. But all 
of those tests will be upgraded as part of our proposal this summer. 

Mr. Shimkus. But that will be a floor, in essence. 

Mr. Shelton. Yes that, will be a floor, sir. 

Mr. Shimkus. So if the automobile industry wants more bells and 
whistles on their tires, they at least have to meet the floor of the 
basic standards for all their tires. 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, sir, for all the their tires. 

Mr. Shimkus. Thank you. You know, this is the whole chicken- 
and-the-egg debate on the tread separation and then steering prob- 
lems, oversteering problems, maybe crashes, deaths, injuries, at 
least. So we are talking tires, but we are also talking, you know, 
the Ford Explorer and some of the engineering there. 

Both companies conducted the same tests, which is the radius 
circle test in conformance with the Society of Automotive Engineers 
guidelines. However looking at the charts presented by both compa- 
nies, they reached opposite results. How can we discern — how can 
we, as Members of Congress, discern which is correct? And then 
the follow-up question: Will you be able to discern which is correct? 

Mr. Weinstein. Well, I don’t think it is a question of which is 
correct. We will look at all of that information and maybe all of it 
is persuasive to some degree or less degree than the other. Plus 
there will be a lot of other additional information and we plan to 
doing that expeditiously and having an answer as to whether we 
should open an investigation. We are not going to simply be choos- 
ing between two different tests used by Ford or Dr. Guenther. 

Mr. Shimkus. And that is why we are having a hearing to help 
us clear the smoke. And I thought the whole hearing today would 
do that. For a while it got a little smokier. Maybe we are clearing 
it up at the end of the day, but we appreciate your work and look 
forward to your report. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired. The gentleman 
from Florida, Mr. Deutsch. 

Mr. Deutsch. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The other two panels, 
I asked this question. I want to ask it to you as well. What should 
the experience of a driver be in a situation of tread separation? I 
mean, should the driver be able to handle the vehicle to get to the 
shoulder of the road or what should the experience of a driver be? 
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Mr. Weinstein. I don’t know that you can say what it should be. 
The data seems to indicate that in most occasions, the driver is 
able to get to the side of the road without a catastrophic crash. Un- 
fortunately that is not always the case. It probably depends what 
the driver does. It might depend on the speed. It might depend if 
he is in a curve at the time. It might depend on the other traffic. 
There are a lot of factors that go into it. But it does not automati- 
cally lead to a rollover in any vehicle, the Explorer or anything 
else. 

Mr. Deutsch. Do we have information — I mean, you mentioned 
a bunch of factors. Do we have empirical data to support that? 
Have we looked at ones that are not catastrophic versus the ones 
that are catastrophic and how does the driver reaction differ? 

Mr. Weinstein. Well, we don’t have — I can’t quantitatively dis- 
cuss that. We are going to be doing some analysis in our simulator 
as to how a driver reacts under certain circumstances, including a 
tread separation. That work is supposed to start, I believe, later 
this month or next month. We have expedited that and put it at 
the head of the line. 

Mr. Deutsch. Mr. Shelton, did you want to add something to 
that? 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, I think this chart that the committee put up 
illustrates that. When you look at claims per rollover, that is how 
many claims it takes to generate a rollover. So higher is better. 
That is, you are less likely to have a rollover given a claim. But 
even for some of the lower numbers, claims per rollover, 11.9. That 
means 11.9 — it takes 11.9 incidents before you have a rollover. 
That, I think, alludes back to Mr. Nasser’s testimony where he said 
less than 1 out of 10 results in the vehicle actually rolling over. 

Mr. Weinstein. If I could just expand on that, those are only 
claims. There are probably a number of tread separations that 
don’t result in a claim as we defined it before. So the numbers are 
probably even somewhat smaller. 

Mr. Deutsch. One of the things that seems clear is that there 
are other countries that we could have gained information from 
their data. Is there any attempt at all in a formalized mechanism 
to coordinate with other countries their claims data? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir, that is one of the improvements of the 
TREAD Act, to be able to get us relevant data from tire manufac- 
turers and from vehicle manufacturers as soon as they, themselves, 
have such relevant data. 

Mr. Deutsch. Now, at this point, again, have we gotten any 
overseas claims data since the TREAD Act went into effect? 

Mr. Weinstein. Yes — not claims data. We have gotten recalls 
and service actions that occurred in foreign countries. That is in ef- 
fect right now, and manufacturers have been notifying us if they 
do a recall, say, in Europe that affects vehicles that are for sale in 
the U.S. 

Mr. Deutsch. Would it make any sense at all — again, so we are 
putting the onus on the manufacturer as opposed to you folks from 
a country-to-country basis. Is there any reason to do it on a coun- 
try-by-country basis, or is it not practical or not necessary? 

Mr. Weinstein. Well, it would be helpful, and we have made 
some inquiries in that regard. However, most other countries do 
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not have the same kind of defect system that we do and the same 
governmental oversight over their manufacturers in terms of di- 
recting them to do recalls. They have different types of systems. 
And the data just isn’t necessarily collected by governmental agen- 
cies. 

Mr. Deutsch. As we are sort of ending this hearing — and I ap- 
preciate you sitting through the many hours that we have been 
here today — part of the hearing is, as the chairman mentioned, at 
the start of this hearing is to try to inform the American people. 
Is there any parting words that you would want to give consumers 
at this point in time in terms of safety issues on existing Ford cars, 
or for that matter, existing Firestone tires? 

Mr. Jackson. We appreciate very much, Congressman, the focus 
that this committee has on the consumer. That is our focus. We are 
working for you as well to give the consumers clear, concise, re- 
sponsible scientific data. We can’t rush to judgment, but we are 
close to judgment and we will speak comprehensively, and I believe 
authoritatively, soon. 

Mr. Deutsch. Let me add one final question. I see my time is 
running out. In January, NHTSA issued an advanced notice of pro- 
posed rulemaking establishing a preliminary plan for gathering in- 
formation on deaths, injuries, crashes, lawsuits, consumer com- 
plaints, et cetera, by make and model of vehicle and by potential 
defects. This is a critically important rule for the consumer. What 
is the status of that rule at this point? 

Mr. Weinstein. Congressman, we have received comments. We 
have a 60-day comment period. We have analyzed the comments 
and summarized them. We are preparing now to put out a notice 
of proposed rulemaking, now that we have a little more focus on 
the issues. That should be later this fall. 

Mr. Deutsch. All right. So the final rule should be this fall? 

Mr. Weinstein. No, that would be the notice of proposed rule- 
making. Under the TREAD Act, the final rule must be out by the 
end of June of 2002, and we will make that deadline, hopefully ear- 
lier. But it is a very complex issue as the summary that you just 
read indicates. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired. The gentleman 
from Michigan, Mr. Upton, is recognized. 

Mr. Upton. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I thank you all for the 
kinds words about the TREAD Act. And as you go back and in par- 
ticular, in your responsible job now, one of the actions that was re- 
sponsible for us moving on this action was the history of the recall 
of Firestone 500 tire back in the 1970’s. This committee held hear- 
ings back then, and yet nothing was done in terms of legislation. 

There has been reference made to the 68 tire standard. I was try- 
ing to think where I was in 1968, I didn’t even worry about having 
a draft number back then as I was still in junior high school. And 
the tire standards, obviously tires have changed quite a bit from 
1968 to where they are today. And our focus last year was to iden- 
tify whether we did have a problem. We did. And now new data, 
more than 200 deaths because of the Firestone tire, and to imple- 
ment legislation to correct the problem so that it would not happen 
again. 
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And I think every member on this panel, Republican and Demo- 
crat worked so hard to pass that in a very strong bipartisan way 
in both the House and the Senate without dissent at all. As we look 
back, look at the situation today, we know that it’s working. 

It was important to give you all the resources so that you could 
develop the new standards that have to be met. And I know as we 
think about some of the questions today, I wanted to clarify one of 
the answers that you gave earlier, I think it was to Mr. Dingell 
that in the years 1995 to 1997, were there 1,183 Firestone tire sep- 
arations — tread separations versus two by Goodyear? 

Mr. Jackson. Claims. 

Mr. Weinstein. Claims. 

Mr. Upton. Claims, I’m sorry. The report that was in some of to- 
day’s papers — and you all have indicated that you are going to be 
starting to work on that tomorrow and give us answers as soon as 
you can with regard to information on the tires that Ford is replac- 
ing, the Firestone tires. Have any of you ever heard of — have you 
heard of any of those questions before today, before opening the 
paper at your doorstep this morning? I mean, I woke up in Denver 
at 5:30 and saw it in USA Today. 

Mr. Weinstein. I think last night, I heard that there was a ques- 
tion about it. But, I mean, I am talking about 6 at night, a reporter 
called and said it was going to be in the paper. But so I guess that 
is before this morning. 

Mr. Upton. Did you all comment on this story at all? Again 

Mr. Jackson. No. 

Mr. Weinstein. No, we don’t have enough information. 

Mr. Upton. Well, I certainly look forward to getting your re- 
sponse to the information that may be shared with you, the evi- 
dence and take us where the facts take it because it is important 
that you have the resources so that every American knows that 
whether it is a Ford or a Chrysler or a GM or Honda, that, in fact, 
the tires that they have are safe and they are not going to have 
to fear for their lives or their family’s lives when they go to a soccer 
game or little league game or to and from work. 

I appreciate your work. I look forward to working with Chairman 
Stearns as a member of this subcommittee as we continue to over- 
see the actions of the TREAD Act. I believe that NHTSA has to be 
reauthorized this year, so we will look at pros and cons of where 
we have to go and make sure that the bottom line is that you have 
the resources to give the American public the confidence that they 
must have in your jobs as overseers of this important agency. I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman yields back the balance of his time. 
I would also point out that he was one of the authors of the 
TREAD Act. We in Congress appreciate all his efforts and are glad 
to see that it is working. 

In the procedure of the House, this committee, members who 
serve on the subcommittee go before the ones who don’t. So in this 
case, Mr. Bilirakis would go and then Mr. Sawyer, if he would be 
patient, he will finish up. Mr. Bilirakis from Florida. 

Mr. Bilirakis. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Let me, in 
the process of your continuing analysis, your study of this problem, 
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are you intending to look at the vehicle as well as the tire, the 
interaction, in other words, of the two? 

Mr. Jackson. Congressman, as part of our ongoing Firestone in- 
vestigation, the vehicle is not, per se, part of that investigation. We 
are going to complete the tire investigation and announce that in 
approximately 1 month. 

The other issue, about understeer/over steer in the Explorer vehi- 
cle, is at a much more preliminary stage. We have received, in ef- 
fect, a petition from Firestone asking us to look into this question, 
so we are in a preliminary review stage to decide whether an inves- 
tigation is merited or not. So in that regard and in a less formal 
mode at this juncture, we are looking at those issues. 

Mr. Bilirakis. But it seems I — and, again, first of all, I prob- 
ably — I chair the Health Committee, and I have got my plate full 
and then some with so many other areas, prescription drugs and 
managed care reform, et cetera, et cetera, so I haven’t spent the 
time on this issue that so many other members of this committee 
have, and I am the first one to admit that. But it just seems to me 
that logically, where there is a chance that there is some sort of — 
that maybe there might be a design flaw of some sort in the vehi- 
cle, and the interaction with the tire causes this would basically al- 
most follow that you would, in the process here, take a look at that 
also. 

Mr. Jackson. Prior to this point, Congressman 

Mr. Bilirakis. I don’t represent either one of these companies in 
my district. 

Mr. Jackson. No, sir, neither do we. We are with you. We have 
the same intention. And honestly, I believe both parties have the 
intention of protecting the safety of the public. I do think that is 
important. 

We have not to this point thought that there is evidence that di- 
rects us toward a vehicle defect investigation. We are now looking 
carefully, responsibly, quickly, at a series of data that has been 
presented to us, and also some data that we have reviewed our- 
selves as has been shown on your display. And if we believe that 
a defect investigation is called for, we will launch that formally and 
expeditiously. But there has not been a conviction at NHTSA up 
to this point that such an action was appropriate. 

Mr. Bilirakis. Well, there are people out there who feel that that 
ought to be done. And I am not just referring to Firestone nec- 
essarily. I have had — I have had tire retailers who are not in the 
business now, so they have no axe to grind, but who have sold all 
of these tires at one time or another over a period of time who basi- 
cally said to me, hey, there may be a problem with the vehicle. 

So I would suggest that. Well, very quickly, take a look at that 
chart, and I see the claims 1201 and then 1031 for those two dif- 
ferent periods of time. Is that an unusual number of claims? 

Mr. Weinstein. It’s a very high number of claims. 

Mr. Bilirakis. Very high number of claims. Well, you know, I 
raise the question with all due respect. You know, it’s National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, and then, you know, there 
are State Farms referrals in July 1998. We’ve had the history going 
back for a few years, all the way back to that period of time at 
least. It seems to me that — my two sons — I have two sons — both 
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bought Explorers a few years ago at the same time thinking they 
could probably get a deal with a Ford dealer and they didn’t get 
a deal at all, it turned out, but they have had a lot of problems 
with that car — those cars. 

And when I think of my four grandchildren riding in those vehi- 
cles and something like this potentially happening, so I guess, you 
know, I often times ask myself what is the role of government or 
what should be the role of government? I’m certainly against too 
much government and that sort of thing, but it seems to me with 
this kind of history, that we as a Federal Government have a role 
here to get involved a heck of a lot earlier, and to at least commu- 
nicate to the public. I know that you use the term, Mr. Jackson, 
we can’t rush to judgment. And you’re right. But I’m disappointed, 
frankly, that maybe we didn’t take an earlier role in this regard. 
I think that really calls for it 

Mr. Weinstein. We, of course 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

We recognize the full Chairman of the committee, Mr. Tauzin, 
the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Chairman Tauzin. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Jackson, wel- 
come sir. And, again, I was not here for your statement. I apolo- 
gize. I had to go out to a leadership meeting this afternoon, but I 
do want to thank you, first of all, for private comments you made 
to me about your appreciation of the TREAD Act and the new au- 
thorities and the new, not only responsibilities, but dollars and all 
of those efforts we’ve tried to make to give your agency the power 
and the authority to take charge of some of these issues. 

You’ve sat here and you’ve heard how frustrated we are with the 
fact that these two mighty companies that are trading information 
that sometimes differs, and it is sometimes based upon supposedly 
the same testing criteria. And I think you understand how deeply 
we will depend upon your agency to settle some of these questions 
for us and the American public. We deserve to know the informa- 
tion we’re getting in these kind of recalls and replacements is, in- 
deed, totally valid information, unfettered by any kind of personal 
disputes that may be going on between these two very large compa- 
nies. 

In that regard, I also wanted to clarify with you your comments 
regarding the information our staff has developed on replacement 
tires. We obviously are deeply interested in getting your take on 
the information we’ve developed from the raw data we received, 
and my understanding is that you’ve committed to this committee 
to begin immediately reviewing it, analyzing it. 

Mr. Jackson. Absolutely, Mr. Chairman. We will start tonight. 
We’ll look at the data we take home with us, and we’ll meet first 
thing in the morning and whack away at it. 

Mr. Stearns. Would the gentleman yield? They indicated they 
might have something for us tomorrow. 

Chairman Tauzin. That would be excellent. Obviously, it’s not — 
it’s our intent, obviously, to get this information out as rapidly as 
we can, but we wanted to be real and meaningful, and you can, 
again, help us make sure we’re not a party to confusing Americans 
about some of this data, which has been my big concern. 
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I also want to point out, however, that — in a question you may 
have answered to Mr. Upton as to when you all found out about 
this, that NHTSA itself supplied us with data indicating some of 
these concerns. For example, you supplied us with data on the 
Goodyear Wrangler HT that is used on the F-150, Expedition, and 
Bronco. That has a 13.7 per million claims ratio, which is in excess 
of a five claims per million that Ford used as a benchmark. 

You also submitted to us information that the General Grabber 
APXL manufactured in Charlotte, admittedly a small run of only 
a half million tires, but nevertheless, a nearly 11 per million claims 
rate, indicating that yours — and both of these are replacement 
tires. So information we have — that has troubled us has come, in 
part, from you. I don’t want you to think that we just pulled it out 
of the air. This is data you submitted to our staffers indicating that 
at least two of these replacement tires have claims ratios in excess 
of the five per million used as a benchmark by the Ford Motor 
Company in its recall decision. Are you aware of that? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. We acknowledge that some of the data 
that’s been discussed here as part of this conversation is data that 
NHTSA has also obtained and has shared with you and your staff. 
To go to the larger question we need an architecture of how to pull 
together the relevant variables that will help us assess this data 
in a coherent and clear way, and that’s what we propose to try to 
give you a summary of in the morning or in the afternoon tomor- 
row. 

Chairman Tauzin. You should also know that our staffs evalua- 
tion went beyond the years 1993 to 1998 in which you had informa- 
tion on one of those tires on the years 1995 to 2000 as you had on 
another tire. We supplemented that with some of the raw data that 
we’ve obtained, and we’ve, again, analyzed different numbers over 
the stretch, but numbers again that we would like you to look 
at 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Chairman Tauzin. [continuing] and to come back to us on. Again, 
it’s critical — I want to make sure everybody understands this. It’s 
critical that you help us resolve what these numbers mean. If a re- 
placement tire is in fact safe, despite these numbers, if, for exam- 
ple, the claims data is all about minor property damage rather 
than injuries and deaths, that makes a difference. 

If, on the other hand, this claims data is accompanied by per- 
sonal injury and death claims, it may have a much larger signifi- 
cance, and you have a lot of that information, and we obviously are 
counting on you to wrap that around the information we’ll give you 
so that we can get a clear picture of this. 

One final thought, and I’d like your response on this. We have 
obviously focused in the TREAD Act on the notion that the more 
your agency does in the kinds of testing that Ford says it did, ex- 
tensive pressure heat, psi speed testing to take these tires to the 
limit, so that the American public knows in advance that a tire is 
either safe or potentially not safe, so that we’re not relying upon 
post mortems in making decisions on recall, is a vital part of the 
reforms we initiated. I simply want your response on that. Is the 
agency properly gearing up to do what Ford Motor Company appar- 
ently felt a need to do on its own? And the answer I hope you give 
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me in a second is more important because of what we’ve seen in 
this Ford recall, because if we’re going to count on the companies 
to do it, we’ll never know how accurate and how comparable and 
how fair and how unbiased some of these tests and reports are 
when companies are running tests out of their own labs and chal- 
lenging one another as to accuracy. We have to depend upon your 
agency, and so I’m asking you, are you gearing up, will you be in 
good position to begin doing this instead of us having to rely upon 
Ford tests and Firestone tests to make our decisions here? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, absolutely we are committed to 
this, and absolutely we have launched this type of work. The work 
that we’re doing now on the Firestone tire investigation is the most 
comprehensive, complex and sophisticated analysis that NHTSA 
has ever undertaken on a tire-related issue. So we’re working it 
now, and I want to take this chance to say to you in person and 
public how much we have appreciated the resources and the tools 
that you’ve given to us in the TREAD Act, and we are committed 
to implement those tools on time and to work — you have my per- 
sonal commitment and that of Secretary Mineta that this is a pri- 
ority of the Department of a significant order, and I’ll be watching 
it, and he will too. 

Chairman Tauzin. Well, for a guy named Michael Jackson, 
you’re singing a good tune. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts, Mr. Markey. 

Mr. Markey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, very much. Your agency 
needs a lot more money, doesn’t it, Mr. Jackson, a lot more people 
to meet, all these deadlines, and to do a lot more things that come 
to your attention, what this committee might not know about? 

Mr. Jackson. Congressman Markey, we have a very important 
set of responsibilities at this agency, and some of those we have not 
pursued as quickly as I would like to see us do, and where we need 
some more resources, this administration is not going to be bashful 
about coming to the Congress and telling you exactly where we 
need them and what we have to do with them, but I do hope to 
accelerate the pace of our regulatory work, which is absolutely in- 
dispensable to the country. 

Mr. Markey. The problem that I think many of the committee 
members have is that while you, speaking for the administration, 
say that you won’t be bashful, on the other hand, there hasn’t been 
an administrator named for the first 5 months. So you can imagine 
the confidence coefficient that our committee has looking at this 
agency in administration at this point is at an historic low point, 
because obviously we would want this agency to have had a gold 
star put over its forehead, given what had just transpired in the 
preceding year and all of these rulemakings, which have to be fin- 
ished over the next couple of years. For example, it’s my provision 
that calls for a dynamic test to be done. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Markey. Now, there’s a 2-year window that you have to get 
it done, but obviously if you can get it done in 1 year, then that 
many more people’s lives would be saved, injuries avoided. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. This is — if I may say, this is my second 
tour of duty at the Department of Transportation, and I have a 
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sense, honestly, of the depth on the bench that we have among the 
career people who are doing this type of analytical work. I want to 
assure you that from the very beginning of his tenure, Secretary 
Mineta has had to focus on these issues. In fact, one of the reasons 
that we have not had an administrator in place yet is that we 
launched a very extensive, nationwide search in cooperation with 
the White House to find an extraordinary candidate for this job, 
and the President announced his intention to nominate such a man 
yesterday. But in the interim, there has been no slacking off or 
resting on our laurels or sitting around on the core questions, and 
particularly the question that you 

Mr. Markey. When will the dynamic testing 

Mr. Jackson. We will meet or beat the statutory requirement for 
implementing that rule. 

Mr. Markey. So 2 years is not your goal? It’s a shorter time pe- 
riod than that? 

Mr. Jackson. I will tell you that I’m an impatient man. I want 
to beat every single one of them that we have on the books, and 
that that is the approach that we’re taking in our conversations to 
get this done quickly. These are urgent and important things to do. 

Mr. Markey. A lot of members of this committee side, on the Re- 
publican side especially, want to put real deadlines on the Federal 
Communications Commission. They have to approve or disapprove 
every merger within 60 days. Every rulemaking has to be com- 
pleted within a very brief period of time. I would like to see — then 
there nobody dies, you know, if a cable service is delayed an extra 
30 days, you know. Here I think there’s a real urgency 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Markey. [continuing] that attaches to the work that you do. 

Mr. Jackson. Absolutely. 

Mr. Markey. And I would hope that you would ensure that it 
happens faster than 2 years. 

Mr. Jackson. I have a 6-year-old daughter at home that rides 
around in the type of vehicles that we’ve been talking about today 
here, sir, and I believe in my bones that this is an absolutely indis- 
pensable and urgent focus for us to take on in this safety mandate 
that we have and 

Mr. Markey. Well, here’s a question that I’m sure every Amer- 
ican who owns one of these vehicles and is now driving around in 
it, having purchased it with the notion that they could strap their 
children into the back seat and it would be safer than in some 
small vehicle. When it turns out ironically that the children are 
more vulnerable, because of this rollover propensity and the fact 
that there are no roof crush regulations that are on the books. 

Why doesn’t NHTSA begin a proceeding to put tough roof crush 
standards so the roof just doesn’t collapse in on these family mem- 
bers? It’s a 30-year-old standard that we’re all living with and 
dying with now in the United States. It was before the advent of 
the SUV, and so now we have this vehicle that’s out there. Now 
one in four vehicles coming out in the road or more are SUVs, and 
so all of these families are putting their children into vehicles with- 
out any roof crush or rollover or crash worthiness standards that 
are on the books. 
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Mr. Jackson. Congressman, I asked this same question, and 
we 

Mr. Markey. Who did you ask? 

Mr. Jackson. One of my colleagues at NHTSA when I got to the 
department, and we have been working on this for some time, and 
I’m jumping the gun a little bit, but happy to tell you that this 
summer we will be publishing a notice in the Federal Register that 
summarizes the data, the information that we’ve gathered about 
the roof crush issue and solicits in a formal way input that could 
lead to a formal review of those standards and issues. 

Mr. Stearns. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. Markey. May I, Mr. Chairman, just have 30 additional sec- 
onds? 

Mr. Stearns. Absolutely. 

Mr. Markey. I think he has just made big news here today, Mr. 
Chairman, if I may, in terms of an advance that I don’t think any- 
one anticipated coming into today’s hearing room. So do you antici- 
pate that that will lead toward the promulgation of a rule dealing 
with 

Mr. Jackson. We’re going to get that data in, and we will assess 
it, and I would not like to forecast or speculate about the choices 
or options that we would make, but it will certainly create a public 
record that helps us evaluate, in a reasonable amount of time, this 
issue. 

Mr. Markey. And, again, knowing that there hasn’t been an up- 
grade of this standard in 30 years, is it fair to say that you believe 
it’s time for us to review that standard and to update it? 

Mr. Jackson. I think it’s time to do exactly what we’re going to 
do, get this conversation going in the public arena with the infor- 
mation that we have on the table suggesting to us that we need 
to take a very, very careful look at it. 

Mr. Markey. He’s made less news than I thought he was mak- 
ing, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Stearns. Sounds like a 

Mr. Markey. I will listen more carefully the second time and 

Mr. Jackson. I’m not trying to — market. 

Mr. Markey. And I’ll say this. I think it’s a mistake that you’re 
not doing it. I think you could do it on your own. We now know 
that thousands of lives could be saved if you put this standard on 
the books and the industry had to meet it, and we know that if 
they could increase the weight in these vehicles from 5,000 to 5,600 
pounds over a 5-year period. It’s not that they’re afraid to add 
extra weight to the vehicles, because we know they’re not con- 
cerned about fuel economy standards. They’re the least fuel-effi- 
cient vehicles on the road. They’re just packing it with all this ad- 
ditional weight. But all we need is a bar over the head of these 
families, so that when the vehicle rolls over because of its propen- 
sity, that their lives aren’t going to be unnecessarily lost. So I think 
you should do it. I think you’re making a big mistake if you don’t 
and you’re going to be held accountable. 

And second, if it’s a cost issue, if you don’t have the money, you 
should ask us for the money. We’ll give you the money to put some- 
thing this important on the books. I appreciate the fact that you’re 
commencing. I can see from your testimony today the sincerity of 
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your interest on the subject. I hope that we can help you to be suc- 
cessful inside your administration and 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, and we’ll seek that help. 

Mr. Chairman, if I just may, on this issue I am not trying to 
equivocate or be cute. I am trying to be responsible and tell you 
that this really is an important issue to look at and to reserve judg- 
ment about exactly how to proceed once we launch this conversa- 
tion publicly. 

Mr. Markey. Then I take that, Mr. Jackson, as a good faith, you 
know, promise to the committee, and I thank you for volunteering 
that information. 

Mr. Jackson. And I know of your interest in it. If you would like 
me to keep you personally involved and informed about what we’re 
doing, then I would be happy to do that. 

Mr. Markey. I would appreciate that. Thank you, sir. Appreciate 
it. 

Mr. Stearns. All right. The gentleman, Mr. Sawyer, is recog- 
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. Sawyer. Mr. Chairman, some day I hope to be able to 
stretch 5 minutes as well as my colleague from Massachusetts. 

Let me just say, first of all, thank you very much for your testi- 
mony here today and for all of the work that you have been doing. 
I have to confess that I am both troubled and comforted by what 
you’ve said here today. I am comforted by your willingness to go 
beyond what you have been requested to do to look at the questions 
of vehicle interaction with tires, and I think that’s important for 
you to do. I’m troubled, in that you seem to operate from the pre- 
sumption that it is the tire that fails and therefore causes the dif- 
ficulty with the vehicle. I think that may well be true. But it is also 
true that the behavior of the vehicle affects the performance of the 
tire and may, in fact, be a causal factor in the failure. 

It is — it is true that the tire standards have not changed since 
1968, and the change in technology has been enormous. Simply 
going from bias to radial technology has been enormous. It seems 
to me that the testing protocols that go with that change in tech- 
nology need to change as well and that the kind of in-depth anal- 
ysis that you’ve listed in your testimony, the shearography, the sec- 
tioning, the adhesion testing, the rig testing on drums, important 
dynamic testing in its own right, but not vehicular dynamics. 
Chemical analyses and other physical measurements are all impor- 
tant, but we simply need to get to an understanding of the way 
each of the products affect the performance of the other. 

If I could only suggest — you talked about the importance of the 
relevant variables. If you simply look at the difference in weight 
distribution between the Explorer and the Ranger, it seems to me 
that there may well be a reason to understand the difference in 
rear tire performance because of the polar moment of inertia that 
comes at the loss of adhesion. It’s critically important. 

Let me just turn in conclusion to — and then if you want to com- 
ment on any of this, please feel free to. If — when you were asked 
about any advice that you might give to the American people, I 
hope that the next time you’re asked that, you will reply, inflate 
your tires; check them regularly; it has a profound affect on their 
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life and their performance, and it may have a profound affect on 
your life as well. Any comments? 

Mr. Jackson. I couldn’t agree more with that. 

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Stearns. I thank my colleagues. We are now at the end of 
this hearing that has lasted almost 7 V 2 straight hours. I want to 
thank the staffs on both sides for an excellent job of preparation. 
I want to thank you, Mr. Jackson, and your colleagues for waiting 
through this period. I think we’ve had a very thoughtful hearing. 
You’ve indicated you have the resources so that you can go ahead 
and accomplish what needs to be done. I also believe we’ve posed 
important questions for the American public by hearing both sides 
of these issues. 

And in the end, you are the impartial body. You are responsible 
to make sure that the real answers come forward and not us on 
either side. So we’re relying on you, because ultimately, the vehi- 
cles and the tires are going to be safe because of your work. So it’s 
a very serious project you have before you. So I want to again 
thank you. I also want to thank my chairman, Jim Greenwood from 
Pennsylvania for his cochairmanship. And with that, the 

Mr. Sawyer. Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Stearns. Yes. 

Mr. Sawyer. I just wanted to thank you very much for the oppor- 
tunity to participate. Because it has been so long, I’m even more 
grateful for the chance to 

Mr. Stearns. Well, we particularly appreciate your staying 
through the whole 7 V 2 hours. 

With that, the two subcommittees are adjourned. 

[Whereupon, at 5:50 p.m., the subcommittees were adjourned.] 

[Additional material submitted for the record follows:] 
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HEADLINE: Bridgestone/Firestone Inc. Enjoys the Fruit of Long-Range Planning 

BYLINE: By Glenn Gamboa 

BODY: 

While the tire industry digests the magnitude of Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.'s new five-year plan, 
Bridgestone/Firestone Inc. is now enjoying the results of its own five-year plan. 

In that time, production doubled. Earnings increased more than thirtyfold. And sales are up 39 percent. 

On Friday, the Nashville-based subsidiary of Bridgestone Corp., the world's largest tire maker, reported record 
annual sales of $7. 1 billion and record earnings of $207 million for 1 997. 

"We're quite satisfied with the results," said Masatoshi Ono, Bridgestone/Firestone's chairman and chief executive 
officer. "And we hope to continue to improve at the current level." 

It was 1992 when Bridgestone/ Firestone began its turnaround. It opted to move its headquarters from Akron, Ohio, to 
Nashville, Tenn., to get a new lease on its corporate life. That year, the company turned a $6 million profit, after losing 
$1 billion over the three previous years, and managed sales of $5.1 billion. 

Ono said last year's results show the improvement of cost-cutting and increased sales in the five-year period. During 
that time, Bridgestone/Firestone was the target of a brutal strike, the longest in the history of the rubber industry. 

Bridgestone/Firestone officials are now eager to put that behind them, and to focus instead on future growth and new 
products. 

The company is in the process of building a $435 million tire plant in Aiken, S.C., which will produce 25,000 tires 
daily when completed next year. 

Ono said the new plant will reduce Bridgestone/Firestone's dependence on imported tires from Japan. 

"The sales growth and business growth supported the need for local production," Ono said. "We cannot cope with the 
current demand now." 

Ono said the company plans to take aggressive steps to increase that demand this year. 

Bridgestone/Firestone plans to introduce four products this year, including a new version of its high-performance ice 
tire called the Blizzak, which uses the company's patented UNI-T technology, and a new ultra high-performance Potenza 
tire. 

Company officials said the controversial Firestone FT70c will continue to be a key product. The FT70c was the 
subject of an advertising campaign that led Goodyear to sue Bridgestone/Firestone over claims about the tire's 
performance compared to Goodyear's Aquatred. 
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In the end, Bridgestone/Firestone pulled the ads. Bui the company reported it sold 1 .5 million of the premium wet- 
handling tires in nine months, making it an extremely successful launch, Guo said. 

"Even after we stopped the commercials, die tires just kept on selling," Oxso said. 

Yesterday, Bridgestone Corp. reported earnings of S323 million on sales of $17.9 billion, due in part to strong sales in 
North America by Bridgestone/Firestone. The company said its earnings dropped 44.3 percent because of a change in its 
accounting procedures and the removal of debt associated with its 1988 purchase off ires tone Tire & Rubber Co. 

Ono said Bridgestone/Firestone expects to continue expanding in 1998 at the same rate as in 1997. 

He said the economic crisis in Asia actually helps Bridgestone/Firestone because it can import tires from Japan at a 
lower price. Plans to increase exports from Thailand to North America are already under way. 

Kenji Shibata, president of Bridgestone/Firestone, said the company is already off to a good start for 1997. 

"We have started with a good season," Shibata said. "Things have been very good, especially with light trucks and 
with the (automakers)." 

t 

Bridgestone/Firestone is looking to become a much larger supplier to the North American automakers, adding 14 new 
models, including the Toyota RAV4 and the Ford Crown Victoria, to the roster of cars that it outfits with its tires. 

Goodyear is the largest supplier in North America with about 3? percent of the automakers’ business. 
Bridgestone/Firestone is currently third with about 20 percent. 

Those designations are becoming increasingly important since recent surveys show that about a third of all car owners 
replace their tires with tires made by the same manufacturer that supplied them originally. 

"Increasing in that business allows us to make tires in big lots, rather than the smaller lots needed for replacement 
tires/' Ono said. "We would enjoy that." 

Bridgestone/Firestone is already enjoying its recent successes in racing and the interest that it generates with 
employees and its dealers. 

"At the recent dealer conference, our competitor invited us to go after them,' " said Trevor Hoskins, 
Bridgestone/Firestone's senior vice president of public affairs. "Our racing success should have demonstrated by now 
that we would much prefer to lead." 

And now the upcoming entry' of Dayton Tires into the IndyLights race circuit gives each of the Bridgestone/Firestone 
brands a place in the sport. 

"With Dayton coming in, everybody is excited now," Ono said. 

That excitement has led to higher sales, he said. 

In light of Goodyear’s ambitious plans to grow from S13 billion in sales to $20 billion within the next five years to 
dethrone Bridgestone Corp. as the world’s largest tire maker, company officials believe it will be a challenge to continue 
those higher sales, 

"It is so difficult to forecast the future - we will leave that to Goodyear," said Ono, laughing. "As for us, we believe 
we will continue to grow. How much? Who can say?" 
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S5WTEAR TIRE 
CONSTRUCT!* C0HPAR1S4B 


mm-. vehicular testws sesvsces. me. 

IES! NO.: lOOOSfWSB 


DATE: tt-M-lW 

BILEASt: 37»t ENSIKEER: ELF 

10*0: £f0 

/ c*o 

INFLATION f/S: 21 / 2 

FASTEST UEARIKS SROOVf FROJECTIDNS 1 3764 BILES 

CONST 1 

100058K 

100841 

UK 

P23S/7SRS5 

P235/7SR15 

TTfE 

«00T£*8 

FIRESTONE ATX 

UP 

RILES m 

fllLES «RV 

— 




SF 

Mil s 

13730 V 

. If 

22231 5 

n? o i 

IR 

<0229 ! 

31063 S 

R ft 

<2958 5 

35398 4 

m FRT 

21371 

11700 

RAI/FRT 

100.03 

50.04 

Ave rear 

*1593 

33231 

**:/«*« 

100.00 

79.90 

All 6ROOVC AVERA&E PROJECTIONS 1 3764 NILES 

COKST 1 

100QS8K 

100841 

size 

F23S/7SR1S 

P235/75R15 

TYPE 

fiOCOTEAR 

FIRESTONE ATI 

UP 

NILES 

UlES 

Rf 

32511 

18654 

IF 

29*98 

14847 

LR 

58059 

40902 

Rfi 

53754 

47403 

AVE FRT 

31004 

167*0 

RAT /FRT 

100.00 

54.03 

AVI REAR 

5*908 

44153 


ROTATION: CAR TO CAR 


BAAZ 0908 


at i 
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GOODYEAR TIRE 
CONSTRUCTION COMPARISON 

VENDOR: VEHICULAR TESTING SERVICES, INC. 

TEST NO.: ID00SPU66I 


DATE: 06-24-1994 

MILEAGE: 10000 ENGINEER: ELF 

LOAD: C*0 

l C»0 

INFLATION F/R: 30 / 35 



FASTEST HEARING GROOVE PROJECTIONS 1 10000 MILES 

CONST 1 

10OOS8K 

108041 

SIZE 

P23S/7SR15 

P235/7SR15 

TYPE 

GOODYEAR 

FIRESTONE 

UP 

NILES 6RV 

NILES GRV 

RF 

73839 1 

6433S 3 

If 

64738 1 

52S98 1 

Lfi 

30721 4 

19473 3 

RR 

29439 3 

18409 3 

AVE FRT 

69289 

S8466 

RAT/FRT 

100.00 

84.38 

AVE REAR 

30080 

18941 

RAT/REAP 

100.00 

62.97 



ALL GROOVE AVERAGE PROJECTIONS 1 10000 MILES 

CONST 1 

1D00S6K 

108041 

SIZE 

P235/75R15 

P23S/75R1S 

TYPE 

GOODYEAR 

FIRESTONE 

UP 

NILES 

HUES 

RF 

102093 

78610 

IF 

877S1 

67C72 

IR 

49235 

41607 

RR 

45839 

35345 

AVE FRT 

94922 

72941 

RAT/FRT 

100.00 

76 .84 

AVE REAR 

47537 

36476 


ROTATION: CAR tC CAP 


rat/rear 


100.00 


8C .94 
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Approved Wilderness AT Replacement Tires 

U.S. and Canada Markets Only 

as of 6/15/2001 5:00pm, EDT 

Page 1 of 4 

Ford and Lincoln Mercury Dealers will use the following approved replacement tires 

for vehicles affected by the Wilderness AT ONP program. Ford and Lincoln Mercury Dealers 

will need to claim the cost of the replacement tires through FCSD per the ONP ANNOUNCEMENT. 

This list of tires is subject to change. Changes to this list will not affect reimbursement for any prio 
completed repairs. 


RANGER APPLICATIONS 


Tread 

Design 


The following tires are approved for replacements for Wilderness AT on 
ALL Ranger size P215 / 75R15 

Ford Part # Manufacturer Tire Brand Speea/Load Sidewall 


9002 15420750000 
9001 137025783 
9001 137025568 


General 

Goodyear 

Goodyear 


Grabber AT 
Wrangler RT/S 
Wrangler RT/S 


100S 

100SS2 VSB 

100SS2 OWL TL 


The following tires are approved for replacements for Wilderness AT on 
ALL Ranger size P235 / 75R15 

Tread Ford Part # Manufacturer Tire Brand Speed/Load Sidewall 


AT 

9001 137406090 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

1Q5S S2 

OWLRPTL 

AT 

9001 137719568 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

1D5S S2 

OWL TL 

AT 

9001 137441045 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

1D8S X2 

OWL 

AT 

9001 137441043 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

108S X2 

VSB 

AT 

9001 137719091 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

105S S2 

BSLRPTL 

AT 

9001 410920176 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER AT/S 

108S 

OWL 

AT 

9001 157770009 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER GS-A 

S2 

OWL 

AS 

9001 727699950 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER HT 

108XL 

BSLTL 

AS 

9001 727699952 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER HT 

108XL 

OWL 

AT 

9004 00754 

Michelin 

LTXA/T 

105S 

ORWL 

AT 

9004 36544 

Michelin 

LTX ATT 

108S 

ORWL 

AS 

9004 29394 

Mich elm 

LTX M/S 

108S 

ORWL 


9004 2 6632 

Michelm 

LTX M/S 

105S 

ORWL 

AS 

9004 57653 

Michelin 

LTX M/S 

108S 


AT 

9004 90897 

BF Goodrich 

LONG TRAIL T/A 

108S 

ORWL 

AS 

9004 58002 

Uniroyal 

Laredo Nailgard 

XL 108S 

ROWL 

AS 

9002 15446930000 

Continental 

Contitrac Radial AP 

XL 

OWL 1 .25 

AT 

9002 15420890000 

General 

Grabber AT 

105S 

OWL 1 .00 

AS 

9002 15421410000 

General 

Grabber A P 

105S 

SBL 1.25 

AS 

9002 15421390000 

General 

Grabber AP 

XL 

SBL 1.25 

AS 

9002 15421400000 

General 

Grabber AP 

XL 

OWL 1 .25 


The following tires are approved for replacements for Wilderness AT on 




ALL Ranger size P265 / 75R15 



Tread 

Ford Part » 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

Design 






AT 

9001 137924568 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

S2 

OWL TL 

AT 

9001 137753600 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

112S S2 

BSL RP TL 

AT 

9002 1 5434550000 

General 

Grabber AP 

SL 

OWL 1 .25 
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Approved Wilderness AT Replacement Tires 

U.S. and Canada Markets Only 

as of 6/15/2001 5:00pm, EDT 

Page 2 of 4 


Tread 

Desiqn 

The following tires are approved for replacements for Wilderness AT on 
ALL Ranger size P235 / 70R16 

Ford Part# Manufacturer Tire Brand Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

AT 

9001 137407568 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

104S S2 

OWL TL 

AT 

9004 50373 

BF Goodrich 

Radial Long Trail T/A 

104S 

ORWL 

AT 

9004 96489 

3F Goodrich 

Radial Long Trail T/A 

104S 

BSW 

AS 

9004 79176 

Michelin 

Cross Terrain SUV 

104S 

ORWL 

AS 

9004 59257 

Michelin 

LTX M/S 

104S 

ORWL 

AS 

9002 15460150000 

General 

Ameri 550 AS 

104S 

OWL 

AS 

9002 15460160000 

General 

Ameri 550 AS 

104$ 

BSW 


The following tires are approved for replacements for Wilderness AT on 




ALL Ranger size P245 / 75R16 



Tread 

Ford Part # 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

Desiqn 






AT 

9001 137694076 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

109S S2 

OWL 

AT 

9001 137694324 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

109S S2 

BSL 

AT 

9001 137217543 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

109S X2 

OWLTL 

AT 

9004 59264 

B.F. Goodrich 

Radial Long Trail 

109S 

ORWL 

AT 

9004 50163 

B.F. Goodrich 

Radial Long Trail 

109S 

BSW 


EXPLORER MOUNTAINEER APPLICATIONS MM** 



The following tires are approved for replacements for Wilderness AT on 




ALL Explorer Mountaineer P235 / 75R15 



Tread 

Ford Part # 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

Design 






AT 

9001 79S69S91 8 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RADIAL 

105S S2 

OWLRPTL 

AT 

9001 137406090 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

105SS2 

OWLRPTl 

AT 

9001 137719568 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

105S S2 

OWLTL 

AT 

9001 137441045 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

108SX2 

OWL 

AT 

9001 137441043 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

108SX2 

VSB 

AT 

9001 137719091 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

105S S2 

BSLRPTL 

AT 

9001 157770009 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER GS-A 

S2 

OWL 

AT 

9001 410920176 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER A US 

108S 

OWL 

AS 

9001 727699950 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER HT 

loexL 

BSL TL 

AS 

9001 727699952 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER HT 

108XL 

OWL 

AS 

9004 29394 

Michelin 

LTX M/S 

108S 

ORWL 

AS 

9004 57653 

Michelin 

LTX M/S 

108S 

ORBL 

AS 

9004 26632 

Michelin 

LTX M/S 

105S 

ORWL 

AT 

9004 90B97 

BF Goodrich 

LONG TRAIL T/A 

108S 

ORWL 

AS 

9004 58002 

Unroyal 

Laredo Nailgard 

XL108S 

ROW- 

AS 

9002 15446930000 

Continental 

Coniitrac Radial AP 

XL 

OWL 1.25 

AT 

9002 15420890000 

General 

Grabber AT 

105S 

OWL 1.00 

AS 

900216421410000 

General 

Grabber AP 

105S 

SBL 1.25 

AS 

9002 15421390000 

General 

Grabber AP 

XL 

SBL 1.25 

AS 

9002 15421400000 

General 

Grabber AP 

XL 

OWL 1.25 









Mountaineer 




1991 through 1994, 1998 through 2001 size P235 / 75R15 


Tread 

Ford Part# 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

1 

o 

M 

Q. 

Sidewall 

Design 






AT 

9004 00754 

Michelin 

LTX A/T 

105S 

ORWL 

AT 

9004 36544 

Michelin 

LTX A/T 

106S 

ORWL 
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Tread 

Design 

The following tires are approved for replacements for Wilderness AT on 

ALL Explorer Mountaineer P255 / 70R16 

Ford Part# Manufacturer Tire Brand Speed/Load Sidewall 

AS 

9001 132840072 

Goodyear 

Wrangler AP 

109SS2 OWL 

AS 

9001 132840037 

Goodyear 

Wrangler AP 

109S S2 BSL 

AT 

9001 137840568 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

109SS2 OWL TL 

AS 

9004 39992 

Michelin 

LTX M/S 

109S RWL 

AS 

9002 15459700000 

General 

Ameri*660 AS 

109S OWL 1.12 

AS 

9002 15459870000 

General 

Grabber AW 

109S OWL 

AS 

9002 15459860000 

General 

Grabber AW 

109S BSW 


The following tires are approved for replacements for Wilderness AT on 


ONLY Explorer Mountaineer 1995 through 1997 size P255 / 70R16 

Tread 

Ford Part # 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load Sidewall 






AS 

9004 67119 

Michelin 

Cross Terrain 

1Q9S ORWL 


' >; : .4 ; s 

EXPEDITION APPLICATIONS 



The following tires are approved for replacements for Wilderness AT on 



ALL Expedition P255 / 70R16 


Tread 

Ford Part # 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load Sidewall 

□esiqn 





AS 

9001 132840072 

Goodyear 

Wrangler AP 

109S S2 OWL 

AS 

9001 132840037 

Goodyear 

Wrangler AP 

109S S2 BSL 

AT 

9001 137840568 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

1Q9SS2 OWL TL 

AT 

9001 137840039 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

109SS2 OWL TL 

AS 

9004 67119 

Michelin 

Cross Terrain 

109S ORWL 

AS 

9002 15459870000 

General 

Grabber AW 

109S OWL 

AS 

9002 15459860000 

General 

Grabber AW 

109S BSW 

AS 

9002 15459700000 

General 

Ameri*660 AS 

109S OWL 1.12 


The following tires are approved for replacements for Wilderness AT on 



ALL Expedition P265 / 70R17 


Tread 

Ford Part # 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load Sidewall 

Design 





AT 

9001 137930039 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

113SS2 OWL 

AT 

9001 137930552 

Goodyear 

Wrangler RT/S 

113SS2 OWL TL 

AT 

9004 79964 

BF Goodrich 

Radial Long Trail T/A 

113S ORWL 



351 


Approved Wilderness AT Replacement Tires 

U.S. and Canada Markets Only 

as of 6/15/2001 5:00pm, EDT 

Page 4 of 4 


SERIES and BRONCO APPLICATIONS 

Tread 

Design 

The following tires are approved for replacements for Wilderness AT on 
F-Series and Bronco P235 / 75R15 

Ford Part# Manufacturer Tire Brand Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

AT 

9001 137058543 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

108S X2 

OWL TL 

AT 

9001 137441043 

Gooayear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

108SX2 

VSB 

AT 

9001 137441045 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

108S X2 

SlantdOWL 

AT 

9001 137441542 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

108SX2 

VSB 

AT 

9001 137441543 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

108S X2 

Slanted OWL 

AT 

9001 137920783 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER RT/S 

108S X2 

VSB 

AS 

9001 727699947 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER HT 

X2 

BSL TL 

AS 

9001 727699950 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER HT 

108XL 

BSL TL 

AS 

9001 727699951 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER HT 

X2 

XNW TL 

AS 

9001 727699952 

Goodyear 

WRANGLER HT 

108XL 

OWL 

AS 

9002 15421390000 

General 

GRABBER AP 

XL 

SBL 1 .25 

AS 

9002 15421400000 

General 

GRABBER AP 

XL 

OWL 1 .25 

AS 

9002 15434420000 

General 

AMERI WAY XT 

108XL 

OWL 1.00 

AS 

9002 15441280000 

General 

AMERI WAY XT 

108XL 

BSW 

AS 

9002 15446930000 

Continental 

CONTI TRAC RADIAL AP 

108S 

OWL 

AS 

9002 15458170000 

Continental 

CONTI TRAC RADIAL ST 

108S 

OWL 

AS 

9004 90897 

BFGoodrich 

LONG TRAIL T/A 

108S 

ORWL 


The following tires are approved for replacements for Wilderness AT on 




1997 F-Series P235/70R16 



Tread 

Ford Part # 

Manufacturer 

Tire Brand 

Speed/Load 

Sidewall 

Design 






AT 

9004 50373 

BF Goodricti 

Radial Long Trail T/A 

104S 

ORWL 

AT 

9004 96489 

BF Goodricti 

Radial Long Trail T/A 

104S 

BSW 

AS 

9002 15460150000 

General 

A men 550 AS 

104S 

OWL 

AS 

9002 15460160000 

General 

Ameri 550 AS 

104S 

BSW 
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© 

U.S. Department 
ofTronsporfotion 

Notional Highway 
Traffic Safety 
Administration 


403 Seven tfi Srroot. S.W 
Washington, DC. 20590 


CONSUMER ADVISORY 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


NHTSA Rae Tyson 
Contact: (202)366-9550 


The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. (NHTSA) is recommending that 
owners of vehicles with certain models and sizes of Firestone tires not already being recalled by 
Firestone take a number of actions to assure their safety, based on NHTSA’s analysis of 
Firestone's data. 

On May 2, 2000, NHTSA opened a defect investigation into approximately 47 million 
ATX, ATXH, and Wilderness tires manufactured by Bridgestone/Fircstone, Inc. (Firestone). On 
August 9, Firestone announced that it was recalling 14.4 million of the tires under investigation. 
These include all Firestone ATX and ATXII tires of the P235/75R.15 si 2 e manufactured since 
1991 and all Wilderness AT tires of that same size manufactured at Firestone's Decatur, IL 
plant Firestone has estimated that about 6,5 million of these tires were still in service as of that 
date. 


NHTSA has continued its investigation into the remaining tires. As part of that 
investigation, NHTSA has reviewed data provided by Firestone on property damage claims, 
personal injury' claims, and lawsuits regarding the tires under investigation. Although its 
investigation is not complete, that review indicated that the rate of tread separations for certain 
other tire models and sizes exceed those of the recalled tires, sometimes by a large margin. 
Therefore, NHTSA is concerned about the possible safety risk associated with those tines. 

Oa August 30, 2000, NHTSA staff met with Firestone representatives in Washington and 
recommended that Firestone expand the recall to include these tire models. On August 31, 
Firestone advised NHTSA that it would not voluntarily expand the recall at this time. We are 
continuing our investigation, which may result in an order directing Firestone to recall these tires 
and any other defective tires. However, in view of the potential safety risk, NHTSA believes 
that it is important to alert the public of its concerns now. 

The tire models with the high tread separation rates arc set out in an Attachment to this 
advisory. A total of approximately 1.4 million of these tires were produced. However, since 
many of them were manufactured many years ago, it is likely that far fewer are currently on the 
road. Most of them were sold as replacement equipment and were not installed a s original tires 
on. new cars. 



DOT AUTO SAFETY HOTtlNE 

t-aae-DASH-2-ooT 
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Since Firestone has chosen not to expand the recall at this time, you may not be able to 
obtain free replacement tires from Firestone. However, in light of these concerns, NHTSA 
recommends that you consider replacing the tires in question and that you retain all 
documentation. 

If you have one of these tires on your vehicle, you should take the following steps; 

- Check your tires to be sure there are no visible signs of a problem. 

- Be sure your tires are properly inflated. 

- Do not drive at a high rate of speed, particularly in hot weather. If possible, choose 
roads with relatively low speed limits. 

- Make sure your vehicle is not overloaded. 

- Wear your seatbelt 

Please be aware that while these precautions are good general guidelines to tire safety, 
they may not prevent a dre failure. 

NHTSA will be moving to rapidly complete its defect investigation into these particular 
tires as well as the remaining Firestone tires under investigation. If the agency concludes that 
other tires should be recalled, it will act promptly to assure that the public is protected. 


Attached: List of Tires Included in 9/1/00 Consumer Advisory 
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TIRES INCLUDSD IN THE SEPTEMBER l, 1000 CONSUMER AUVl&UKk 


Tire Line 

g ge 

n>n< Coijt 

Original Installation 

ATX 

P205/75RL5 

VD 

1991 Chevy Blazer 

ATX 

P225/75R15 

HY 


ATX 

30X9.5OR15LT 

VD 


ATX 

31X10. 50R15LT 

VD 

1991-94 Nissan Pick Up 

ATX 

32X1 1.S0RI5LT 

VD 


ATX 

31X1O.S0R16 5LT 

VD 


ATX 

33X12. 50R16.5LT 

VD 


Firehawk ATX 

27X8.50R14LT 

VD 


Firehawk ATX 

235/75R15* 

VD 


Firehawk ATX 

30X9.50R15LT 

VD 


Firehawk ATX 

31X10.50R15LT 

VD 


Ft rehawk ATX 

32X11.SOR15LT 

VD 


Firehawk ATX 

33X12.50R15LT 

VD 


Firehawk ATX 

2S5/75R16LT 

VD 


Firehawk ATX 

255/85R16LT 

VD 


Firehawk ATX 

31X10.50R 1 ,6.5LT 

VD 


Firehawk ATX 

33X12.50R16.5LT 

VD 


ATX 23 Degree 

3LX10.50RI5LT 

VD 


ATX 23 Degree 

33X12.50R16 5LT 

VD 


Widetxack Radial Baja 

P225/75R15 

HY 


Widetrack Radial Baja A/S 

32XH. 50R15LT 

VD 


Wilderness AT 

P235/70R 16 

W2 

1995-98 Ford F150 

Wilderness AT 

33X12.50R16.5LT 

VD 


Wilderness HT 

P255/70RI5 

VD 



* Firestone's lists this model as a LTP23S/75R1 5 

The majority of the tLfes listed above were sold as replacements in the aftermarket mostly For light trucks and SU 
In the right column are vehicles upon which the tires were originally installed by the vehicle manufacturer when n 

How do I know if my tires are included ? 

A. First you need to read the model name off of the sidewall of your tire and verify that it’s on the above list Oi 
you establish that you have one of the models listed above, you need to check the tire size and verify it’s on the I 
The tire size is located on both sides of the tire in raised letters. The tire size should be one of the sizes listed abo 

B Next you need to locate the DOT code to determine where your tire was built (plant) The DOT number is 
located on the blackwall side of the tire, under the F in Firestone and it is 10 characters long, and it starts with D( 
Since this code is on the blackwall side of the tire, and not on the outside of the tire, you may need to crawl 
underneath your vehicle with a flashlight to find the code. There may be spaces in between some of the numbers, 
be sure to count all 1 0 characters to ensure you have found the proper code. Examples include 

DOT VDHL1PM046 
DOT W2HLIM0470 
DOT VDl 1LA16089 

The first two letters ot the DOT code are the DOT plant code (see right hand column above) If the first tow lett; 
of the DOT cods are VD, HY , or W2 and you have the tire line and size shown above, then your tires are on th* 
consumer advisory list T 
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U.&- UspanOTMiu a? » r»n*pofUK*on 
OfllC* of Puttie AfWrs 
Washington. DC. 

wum.dattpv/bneffnohtm 

News 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE NHTSA 

Friday, September 1, 2000 Contact Rae Tyson 

Telephone: 202-366-9550 


Media Advisory 

NHTSA Administrator issues Consumer Advisory 

Dr. Sue Bailey. Administrator. National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, loday issued the attached Consumer Advisory concerning 
an additional l .4 million tires that were not included in the Firestone Tire 
Company's initial August 9, 2000 recall of 4 7 million ATX, ATX II, and 
Wilderness tires. 
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ODI RESUME 




INVESTIGATION: PE00- 03^ DATE OPENED 20-Z*P-O<> 

SUBJECT: Front Suspension Stabilizer Bar (Anti-Sway Bar) Link Failure 

PROMPTED BY: IEOO-074 / Chan 

PRINCIPAL ENGINEER: Gregory Magno 

1 MANUFACTURER: Ford Motor Company 



1 MODEL(S): Explorer 




MODEL YE AR(S): 1995-1996 



1 VEHICLE POPULATION: T.B.D. 



1 PROBLEM DESCRIPTION: One or both front stabilizer bar links break, contributing to vehicle oversteer I 

| and excessive suspension travel. 




| FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY I 


ODI 

MANUFACTURER 

TOTAL 

COMPLAINTS: 

13 

Unknown 

13 

CRASHES: 

0 

" 

0 

INJ CRASHES: 

0 

" 

0 

# INJURIES: 

0 

" 

0 

FAT CRASHES: 

0 

" 

0 

# FATALS: 

0 

" 

0 

OTHER: 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 


DESCRIPTION OF OTHER: N/A 



Background 


ODI has received twelve Vehicle Owner’s Questionnaires (VOQ) and one consumer letter 
reporting failure of one or both front stabilizer bar links in Model Year (MY) 1995-1996 
Explorers. In all cases, complainants report that vehicle stability is reduced- especially at 
speeds above 40 mph, and in turns and lane changes. 

Subject Component 

The subject component is the front stabilizer bar link. A link is attached to each end of the 
front stabilizer (or “anti-sway”) bar, connecting it to the left and right front wheel control arms. 
The stabilizer bar reduces vehicle body roll in turns. Failure of one or both of the links renders 
the stabilizer bar essentially useless and therefore, the vehicle may become more unstable in 
abrupt maneuvers. 

Continued on Page j 

~~ ~~ - ^/W 50 
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PE00-63^ Opening Resume Page 2 of 2 

A local Ford service department contact indicated that for MY 1997, Ford increased the 
diameter of the stabilizer bar link. The newly designed part is used on MY 1995-1996 
Explorers as ^replacement part. 

DOT Headquarters Parking Garage Survey 

Ford Explorers parked at DOT HQ were examined to get an idea as to the number of broken 
links in the field. A total of twenty-eight Explorers were examined: 

Fourteen subject (MY 1995-1996) Explorers were examined. Of these, five contained recently 
replaced links and two contained broken links (both on MY 1995 models). It should be noted 
that a link was identified as replaced if it appeared to be substantially cleaner than the rest of 
the vehicle suspension. 

Five pre-‘95 Explorers were examined with no problems noted (pre-’95 Explorers contained a 
different suspension design). 

None of the nine post-‘96 vehicles contained replacement or broken links. 


A Preliminary Evaluation has been opened to further assess the scope and severity of this phenomenon. 
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INVESTIGATION: PE(XK>39 

SUBJECT: From Suspension Stabilizer Bar Link Failure 

PROMPTED BV; E0CU074 / Chan 

PRINCIPAL ENGINEER' nrepory Magnc 



DATE OPENED: 20-Sep-00 
DATE CLOSED: 30-Nov-OO 


ODI RESUME 



On 20-Sep-OO, ODI initiated PE0O-O39 based on thirteen consumer complaints reporting failure of one or both 
front stabilizer bar links in Model Year (MV) 1995-1996 Explorers. In all cases, complainants report that 


vehicle stability is reduced- especially at speeds above 40 mph, and in turns and lane changes. 


Equipped with 8mm diameter front stabilizer bar links at the factory, the subject vehicles experienced link 
breakage, especially in cold-weather state* Vehicles built after Nov-96 were equipped with stronger 10mm 
links 


Ford will install new 10mm links in 810,000 MY 1995-1997 Explorer/Mountaineer vehicles built prior to Nov- 
96 under Safety Recall OOV-402. Owner notification is expected to take place during the third week of 
December, 2000. 

The Preliminary Evaluation is closed. 
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The 

AJcfumb. , ©Mwas 44316-0001 

June 14, 2001 


Cliff Stems 
Chairman 

Subcommittee on Commerce Trade 
and Consumer Protection 

James Greenwood 
Chairman 

Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations 

U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-6115 

Re: TIRE SAFETY INVESTIGATION 

Gentlemen: 

I am writing in response to your letter dated June 7, 2001 to Sam Gibara, Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company requesting the following 
documents: 

1) All records relating to communications (whether written, oral or electronic) between any 
official, employee or agent of your company and any official, employee or agent of the 
Ford Motor Company, relating to the possible or actual provision of Goodyear tires for 
the Ford Explorer, Model Years 1995-1997, 

2) All other records relating to the possible or actual provision of Goodyear tires for the 
Ford Explorer, Model Years 1995-1997. 

We have been unable to locate any records or files responsive to these requests other than the 
attached Ford document dated October 5. 1992 along with the revised tire targets for the 
P235/75R15 tire. 
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I have however at the request of Tom DiLenge, Deputy Chief Counsel for Oversight and 
Investigations, also attached e-mail documents dated as follows: 

11- 4-94; 11-11-94; 11-15-94; 11-16-94; 11-18-94; 12-6-94; 12-7-94; 12-8-94; 12-12-94; and 

12- 13-94. 


These documents relate to negotiations between Goodyear and Ford for original equipment tires 
on 1998 Ranger/Explorer vehicles. Also attached is a letter dated January 17, 1996 from L J 
Connolly, Director of OE Tire Marketing and Sales, to Chris Hole at Ford along with Ford’s 
reply dated January 26, 1996 again relating to tire applications for the 1998 model year. 

If we are able to identify any further documents responsive to these requests, we will certainly 
forward them to you immediately. If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate 
to call me directly. 


jcw/csh 

Attachments 


-jU 


Sincerely, 


* tfdtC / iim/c) 

James C. Whiteley, Vice President 
The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 
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F«d Mtamdw Qpamfem 
tort Mder Comps* 
Chess* Car* burchsWnf 


ActeM Drtaat SoMMd 

MDflB.0** 

p.a fcwis* 7 

DuftAV 40121 

January 26, 1996 


Hr. !m Connolly, Director 
OB Tire Marketing * Snloa 
The Goodyear Tire-* Rubber Co. 
1144 ft. Market 5t. 

Akron, 6a 44316-0001 


Dear Mr. Connolly: 

«. r.cogniz« e.dr..r . »«•«> »*<* th * «.«eew*i«w i» «- 
uncial pric*. outlined l» yon* ltttti of Jjmo.rj 17tb. 
mvu, as w. df.ocu.ood in our Kacting loot oook. ek. 
material coat lucre area incurred at Goodyear are not 
eonilittat acxoaa the Industry and, therefore, are not 
addressed by the material dauae in ©ux agresnent- 

Tour retrace t for « concede relief would also further 
moaebita an already uaeoiiDeUtiva conditio© with Goodyear. 
You will recall in the 1153 negotiation*. wo repeatedly 
indicated that the settlement would not Kintal© your price 
i WTcarirl — itiht r ■ ha an example, the following eight taros 
are now priced at e 2-5% prmiue froo Goodyear:- 


CM2? 

— * Explorer/ hanger 

F-fteri.es/Beoneline 

r-ftorles/Bconelino 

F-fteri.es 

F-Seties 

F-Serie* 


rises pc 

PH5/-70IU4 AS B3W 
FZ05/60XIS AS BSft 
F233/75IQJ AT OWL 
P235/75K15 XL A3 B30 
F235/7SR1S XL AS OWL 
F235/75R15 XL AT 0W. 
LT235/t5Rl« AS BS» 
LT235/«5R16 AT BSW 


The pricing level disparity between Goodyear and your 
competitors i» • significant concern to us, and exists with 
your currant price levels. Either an economic increase or 
fetcgoi&g the January 135* contractual price reduction would 
obviously make the situation unacceptable. 


ft© have a further concern that, as * result of your initial 
price quotes ovsc the last year. Goodyear has been cenoved 
from consideration for several future nodal programs, 
including the 1998 UPH150, SH9S, 19.5** tire, sad the 

1999 DEW 9 8 . Other programs may also be re-evaluated if your 
pricing continues to be above the market range. 
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Mr. L. Connelly 


-Z- January 26. 1996 


ford la willing ea work with Goodyear Ln the TQt profit** to 
add r 03* costa throughout the value chain, and our experience 
of TQf la Chat wo can identify potential cost savings, 
provided we can work openly together. However, a* we 
discussed, the results of the TCM effort will not obviate the 
need for Goodyear to fulfill our aycaaaeqt, and partially 
a dices* today's uncompetitive price issue. 

Sincerely, 

/c. J. Hole, Director 

ce: Mr. J. H. Barnet e - Goodyear 
Mi. C. F. Began 
Mr. S. S. Koine* - Goodyear 

CJH012«*0p 
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AfcpOXt , OlfclSca 44316-0001 

January 17, 1996 


Mr Chris Hole 
Ford Motor Company 
NAAO Production Purchasing 
Rotunda at Southfield, P O Box 1587-H 
Dearborn, Michigan 48121 


Dear Chris: 

After our discussion yesterday, 1 thought it might be appropriate to forward the 
attached chart which I believe graphically illustrates the point we are 
attempting to make. 

The band at the bottom of the chart indicates the range of fluctuation in raw 
material prices which we would consider normal. The movement outside this 
range which occurred during the third quarter of 1994. when coupled with 
future projections of higher costs, triggered our request for material relief 
which we initiated in September of that year. It also prompted our request for 
additional relief in January of 1995 when it became apparent that material 
prices would escalate far beyond our original forecast. I am sure your financial 
model which tracks tire costs will concur with our data. 

As we emphasized during our discussion, we believe the current situation is 
covered by the material clause contained in our contract and that this situation 
at least merits further negotiation. 

Although we do plan to aggressively pursue cost reduction activities, as we 
discussed yesterday, we nevertheless ask for your understanding in our present 
dilemma, and ask that you give our request favorable consideration. 
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We enjoyed meeting with you, Gary and other Ford personnel yesterday, and 
look forward to working with you closely in the weeks to come. 

Sincerely, 



L J Connolly 
Director 

OE Tire Marketing & Sales 


UC/bah 

Attachment 


cc: J W Barnett 

S S Holmes 

Gary Hagan, Ford Motor Company 
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A t ji ** * a * »■** *a>ai a ***» » « ■ ****<** ■ * ■ * ■ ** a <.** ■ ** **** a a 

* Note printed by 5HAGAN on 13 Dec 1994 at 11:44:42 ♦ 

* * * * »• » ' * ■ *♦*-* A * kk 4 A A A * A A AO ' A A A A A *. ■ < A A **>*AA < A>»< ‘ +** A » t A A *+ * +** A **+* 

, ,om: US5THXM7- -IBWWIL Date and time 12/13/94 09:24:41 

To: USFMCGDC ■ ■ IBHHAIL Gary Hagan 

cc: T462308 --RDSVH1 J J Tamm A03S869 --AKR0HHQ tes Connolly 

I00164C -AKRON HQ Bruce Brown A0G1DS9 ■ -RDSVM1 Sid Holmes 

FROHj-’SID holmes" ’ ' 

SUBJECT : 1998 UPN150 P235/75R15 AT OKI " 

Goodyear understands that due to competitive reasons we will not be N 
sourced on the P235/75RI5 AT QWl after the 1997 model year for the 
\UPN150 program. 

w ~FonrardTT>g-f><ite-4i=e^^ 17:00 *** 

To: USGTRKH7- -IBMMAIL SID HOLMES 

cc: GHAGAN --DRBN004 AKONTJLY - -QRBNQ04 

FROM: Gary F. Hagan 

Subject: 1998 UPN150 P235/75R15 AT OWL 

BECAUSE OF GOODYEAR'S RESPONSES TO THE INITIAL QUOTE AND TO THE REQUOTE , FORD 
IS EVALUATING THIS AS A PLATFORM ISSUE. YOUR UNCOMPETITIVE DIFFERENCE ON THE 
P23S/75R15 AT OWL IS SIGNIFICANT. HOWEVER SINCE A THIRD QUOTE IS NOT 
REQUESTED. THE USUAL DETAILS OF THE UNCOMPETITIVE RANGE ARE NOT PERTINENT IN 
THIS CASE. 

AT THIS TIME. WE ARE ASKING GOODYEAR TO CONFIRM ThAT YOU UNDERSTAND YOU CANNOT 
BE SOURCED ON THE PROGRAM. 


P'- Tds. 
ii F. Hagan 

Exterior Ornamentation Purchasing Department 
NAAO Production Purchasing 

**» Forwarding note from USGTRKM7- ■ I8MMAIL 12/08/94 06:55 *** 

To: USFMCGDC- -IBPMAIL Gary Hagan 

cc: A035869 - -AKRONHQ Les Connolly T001540 • -AKR0NHQ Bruce Brown 

T462G08 - -RDSVM1 J J Tantin AQ01059 --RDSVH1 Sid Holmes 

FROM: SID HOLMES 

SUBJECT: 1998 UPNI50 P235/75R15 AT OWL 

We indicated In our second response that part of our reconfirmation 
process was to be informed as to the the J we are uncompetitive. What’s 
the answer to our question? Twice you have referred to our uncompetitive 
level without the usual specifics and the question we asked in our 
second reply has gone unanswered. Pis provide the usual details of the 
uncompetitive range. 

+** Forwarding note from USFMCGDC- -IBMMAIL 12/07/94 17:23 *** 

Td: USGTRKM7-- IBMMAIL SID HOLMES 

cc: GHAGAN --DRBN004 AKOMTULY - -DR8N004 

FROM: Gary F. Hagan 

Subject: 1998 UPN150 P235/75R15 AT OWL 

DUE TO BOTH YOUR INITIAL MID SECOND RESPONSES, WE DECIDED TO APPROACH THIS 
FROM A PLATFORM STANDPOINT. WE CONSIDER GOODYEAR'S UNCOMPETITIVE LEVEL TO BE 
SIGNIFICANT. 
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Regards , 

Gary F. Hagan 

Exterior Ornamentation Purchasing Department 
'AO Production Purchasing 

* Forwarding note from USGTRKM7- • IEMHAIL 12/06/94 17:05 *** 


To: USFMCGDC--IBHMAIL Gary Hagan 

cc: T462G08 --RDSVM1 J J Tomln T001640 --AKROMHQ Bruce Brown 

AQ36869 - -AKRQNHQ Les Connolly A001059 • -RDSVM1 Sid Holmes 

FROM: SID HOLMES 

SUBJECT: 1998 UPN150 P235/75R15 AT OWL 

Our note of 11/18 gave a thorough response to the reasons why we were 
obliged to maintain our current price base for this tire. 

We would be remiss, however, in not asking by what X we are uncompetitive 
and take this chance now to ask this question. 

We need your reply as part of our reconfirmation process. 

*** Forwarding note from USFMCGOC- - IBhWAIL 12/06/94 10:20 *** 

To: USGTRKM7- - IBMMAIL SID HOLMES 
cc: GHAGAN --DRBN004 

FROM: Gary F. Hagan 

Select: 1998 UPN150 PZ35/75R15 AT OWL ! 

t IOUGH GOODYEAR HAS PREVIOUSLY REVIEWED THE PRICE LEVEL. YOUR QUOTE FOR lOOt 
OF THE TIRE VOLUME (WHICH IS THE SAME AS THE CURRENT PRICE BASED ON TODAY'S j 
68T SUPPLY) IS NOT COMPETITIVE. AS YOU ARE AWARE. WE ARE INVESTIGATING SINGLE 
SOURCING OF THE TIRE AND BASED ON YOUR UNCOMPETITIVE PRICE. GOODYEAR CANNOT BE 
SOURCED ON THIS FITMENT. I 

YOU ARE REQUESTED TO RECONFIRM THAT THIS IS YOUR UNDERSTANDING AS WELL. 

Regards, 

Gary F. Hagan 


Exterior Ornamentation Purchasing Department 
MAAO Production Purchasing 
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* Note printed by GHAGAN on 18 Nov 1394 at 11:05:45 * 


ora: USGTRKM7- -IBMMAIL Date and tine 11/18/94 08:37:05 

To: USFMCGDC--I8MMAIL Gary Hagan 

cc: AQ36869 --AKR0NHQ Les Connolly T001640 -AKRONHQ Bruce Brown 
AD01059 --RDSVM1 Sid Holmes 

FROM: SID HOLMS (810-423-5534. Fax-810-423-5549) 

SUBJECT: UPN150 P235/75R15 A/T OWL 

Pis understand that Goodyear applauds Ford for trying to seek production 
efficiencies that on the surface would seen to benefit both companies. A 
complete review of the iuplied efficiencies of this program was indeed 
undertaken prior to our quotation. 

£ 

The perceived efficiencies of the added volume of this tire, however, 
are offset by an increase in the downstream caused by Ford's tight R1H 
and R2H uniformity limits and static balance for 1997 and 1998, 

Separately we are actually preparing the cost analysis of what it will 
take far us to achieve these limits for our currently sourced business 
without including the added 500-600.000 tires. Since the limits exceed 
our capability and there are no other industry requirements, we will be 
quoting Ford on the basis that the equipment to achieve the Ford only 
spec needs to be amortized In the piece price of the Ford only tire. 

We could have taken this chance to increase the cost of this tire to 
reflect this uniformity issue but our internal studies are not yet 
comp! ete. 

Ar^ed to the above costs will be the costs of an additional 30 molds 
* h also figured into the reasons we needed to maintain the current 
price (subject to the 1995, 1996 and 1997 long term economic agreement). 

*** Forwarding note from USFMCGCC- • IBMMAIL 11/16/9* 15:44 *** 

To: USGTRKM7- -IBMHAIL SID HOLMES 

cc: GHAGAN --DRBH004 GHAGAN --DRBN004 

FROM: Gary F. Hagan 

Subject: UPN150 P235/75R15 A/T OWL 

I AM SURPRISED THAT A VOLUME INCREASE OF 500-600,000 TIRES COES HOT AFFECT 
YOUR OUOTE. I RECOMMEND GOODYEAR REVIEW THIS QUOTATION TO REFLECT THE 
EFFICIENCIES OF THE ADDED VOLUME. 

Regards. 

Gary F. Hagan 

Exterior Ornamentation Purchasing Department 
NAAO Production Purchasing 

*** Forwarding note from USSTRKM7 - ■ IBMMAIL 11/15/94 17:35 *** 

To: USFMCSK- -IBMMAIL Gary Hagan 

cc: T462G08 --SDSVH1 J J Tomin T001640 --AKR0NHQ Bruce Brown 

A001059 •-RDSVM1 Sid Holmes 

FROM: SID HOLMS 

SUBJECT: UPN150 P235/75R15 A/T OWL 

We have studied the opportunities offerred by this program and offer the 
following pricing subject to 1994 economics: 
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From: ’ A001059 — RDSVM1 
To: USFMCGDC— IBMMAIL Gary Hagan 
cc: T462G08 — RDSVM1 J J Tornin 
AO OIOS 9 — RDSVM1 Sid Holmes 

FROM: SID HOLMES 

SUBJECT: UPN150 P23S/75R1S A/T OWL 

We have studied the opportunities offerred by this program and offer the 
following pricing subject to 1994 economics: 

P235/75R15 Wrgl RT/S OWL $42.15 

Sid Holmes- -Account Executive 

The Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company 

P.O. Box 5099 

Southfield, Mi. 48086-5099 Tel: 810-423-5534 Fax 810-423-5649 
*** Forwarding note from USFMCGDC — IBMMAIL 11/04/94 12:54 *** 

To: USGTRKM7 — IBMMAIL SID HOLMES 

CC: G HAGAN — DRBN0 0 4 GHAGAN — DRBN0 0 4 

FROM: Gary F. Hagan 

Subject: UPN150 P235/75R15 A/T OWL L 

PLEASE SUBMIT A QUOTE FOR 100% OF THE VOLUME FOR THE 19 9 8 RANGER /EXPLORER. 
THE TIRE WILL BE CARRYOVER OF THE CURRENT UPN10 5 DESIGN. THE 199 8 VOLUME IS 
APPROXIMATELY 1.3 MIL TIRES. WE ARE EVALUATING SINGLE SOURCING ON THIS TIRE. 

Regards , 

Gary F. Hagan 

Exterior Ornamentation Purchasing Department 
NAAO Production Purchasing 


T001640 --AKR0NHQ Bruce Brown 
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From-: T462G08 — RDSVMl Date and time 

To; AQ OIOSS —RDSVMl S S Holmes 

cc: T4S2G08 — RDSVMl J J Tomin A036S69 — AKROHKQ 

FROM: J J TOMIN 

SUBJECT: UPN150 P2 35/7 5515 A/T OWL 
Sid, 

I provide you the following quotation for 100% of the volume on the 9 8my 
Explorer / Ranger P23S/75R15 A/T owl. Please note that this is the 
current Wrl RT/S price at 1994 economics. 

P23S/7SR15 Wrl RT/S OWL Vol: 130-0 / mo Price quote: 42.13 
Should you have any questions, please let me know. 

Regards John T 


11/15/94 13:07 
L J Connolly 


d> 


J J Tomin , Product Manager 
OS Auto 3 Light Truck Tires 

*** Forwarding note from A001059 —RDSVMl ll/U/94 ia:4i *** 

To: T462G08 — RDSVMl J J Tomin * 

FROM: SID HOLMES 

SUBJECT: UPN1S0 P235/75R15 A/T OWL 

We forwarded this request to you on 11/4 and now need an answer by 11/15. 

Sid Holmes — Account Executive 

The Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company 

P.D. Box 5099 

Southfield, Mi. 48086-5099 Tel: 810-423-5534 Fax 810-423-5649 
*** Forwarding note from USFMCGDC — IBMMAIL li/ll/94 11:50 *** 

To: USGTRKM7 — IBMMAIL SID HOLMES 
CC: GHAGAN — DRBN004 

FROM: Gary F. Hagan 

Subject: UPN1S0 P235/7SR15 A/T CWL 

PLEASE HAVE YOUR QUOTE BY 11/15. 

Regards, 

Gary F. Hagan. 

Exterior ornamentation Purchasing Department 
NAAO Production Purchasing 

*** Forwarding note from GHAGAN — DRBNQ04 11/04/94 12:54 *** 

To: USGTRKM7- -IBMMAIL SID HOLMES 

CC: GHAGAN — DRBN004 GHAGAN — DRBN0C4 

FROM: Gary F. Hagan 

Subject; UPN150 P235/75R15 A/T OWL 

PLEASE SUBMIT A QUOTE FOR 100% OF THE VOLUME FOR THE 1993 RANGER /EXPLORER. 
THE TIRE WILL BE CARRYOVER OF THE CURRENT UPN105 DESIGN. THE 1998 VOLUME IS 
APPROXIMATELY 1.3 MIL TIRES. WE ARE EVALUATING SINGLE SOURCING ON THIS TIRE. 

Regards , 

Gary F- Hagan 

Exterior Ornamentation Purchasing Department 
NAAO Production Purchasing 
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Truck Operation* 
October 5, 1992 


to; 


R. J. Reichenbach, Bridgestone/Firestone 
H. S. Moore, Michelin 

C. Turner, Goodyear 

D. J. Zupec, General Tire 


ce: 


L. Skynar 
D. C. Fortunato 


M. Cowley 
G . P . Rama 


Subject: Revised UPN105 Tire Targets 


Attached are the revised Tire Targets for the UPN105 Program. These targets 
have been revised to reflect program objectives to maintain tirewear, traction, 
and maximize rolling resistance. The primary design emphasis is to be directed 
at (1) force and moment specification equivalent to the control tire, (2) 
maintain irregular and shoulder wear, and (3) no loss in dry, vet, and snow 
traction. The Rolling Resistance identified for each tire size is a target, 
not the main objective. The Candidate tires must maintain tirewear, equivalent 
F&M, dry, wet, and snow traction, while trying to achieve a reduction in 
Rolling Resistance that approaches the RR target. Please contact Mr. Ron 
Campbell on the particulars for the F&M requirements for this program. In 
general, the program goal for U/PN105 is to maintain and not to exceed the 
handling properties of control tires identified for each tire size. 


Concur : 






J . D . Avouris 




D. R. Votton 
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10/5/92 REVISED TARGETS - DPH10S 


cAiromTE nsx 


F235/75RX5 St AIL TERRAIN OVL WITH 15X7. OJJ VHEEL 
(INFO: TIRE ALSO AVAILABLE OK 15X6. OJJ VHEEL) 


ffWTEOr. TTRE - P235/75RL5 SL AT FIRESTONE ATX SL53U VITH 15X7. OJJ VHEEL 

Irregular wear (10K) • Estimated Ilf* Aftsr 10K irregular wear 

(Supplier) test * Firestone control for both outside 

and across tread wear. 

(Siping oust be full depth on outside shoulders.) 
• Vorn appearance - subjective * Control 
< See ES-E8TA-1508-AA ) 


Shouldor Wear (5K) 
(Supplier) 


Estimated life * Firestone control tire. 
Vorn appearance - subjective 2 Control 
( See ES-E8TA-1508-AA ) 


Bolling Resistance - Target * 677 Erua: s 10.9 lbs. on Ford Test Hachine, 
(Ford/Supplier) 7.0" rim, 1402 lbs. load, 38 psi. 

• Twin Rolls: TBD on Ford Test 
Hachine, 7.0” rln, 1402 lbs. load, 

45 psi. 

NOTE* Primary importance should be placed 

on the 67* dr um rollin g resistance, 

■ Rav data and regression equations for 
shove tests nut also be submitted to 
LTE. See B. Vhittle letter dated 8/2/90 
for data format. 

Traction: Dry/Wet(0.05" H-0) • a Firestone control 
(Ford/Supplier) Kin - 15X7.0 

Tire pressure - 30 PSI for Ranger 4X4 
Loads: Dry- 855/2137 LBS., Wet- 1453 LBS. 
Tire, pzeseute - 26 PSI for Explorer 
Loads: Dry- 796/1992 LBS., Vet- 1354 LBS. 
Speed: 20, 40, 60 MPH 


• IK Cravel • Meet ES-ESTA-1508-AA requirement. 

(Supplier) Vorn appearance - subjective 2 Control 

■ DOT 109 lab Test • Meet ES-EBTA-1508-AA requirement. 

(Supplier) 

• High Speed/Rolloff/Elov Out • Meet ES target of 200 miles at 90 mph. 

(Ford/Supplier) Meet SAE "S" speed rating requirements. 

• Handling - Bry/Vet • Dry - subjective equivalent to Control 

(Ford/Supplier) • Vet - subjective 2 Control tire on Ford 

developed wet handling course. 

• Croove Wander (las Angeles Freeway test) 

2 Firestone Control 
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10/5/92 REVISED TARCEIS - OTN105 

CAHBTOATr rm - F235/7SR1.5 sl ail terraih owl WITH 15X7. ojj wheel 
" toimOL TIES • P235/75R15 SL AT FIRESTONE ATX SL53L7 WITH 15X7. OJJ WHEEL 


Rid* • Harshness at curb - subjective a Control (Ranger) . 

(Pord/Supplier) and 0.5 improvement over Control on Explorer. 

HOTE: 30/35 pel Ranger, 26/26 pel Explorer. 


• Hole* • Haw .5 subjective racing better then Control 

(Ford/Supplier) Worn - After 10K Irregular & Shoulder wear test 

.5 subjective rating better chan Control 


■ Indoor Noise 


■ Submit dec* per ES-ESTA-150S-AA 


• Snow Traction - i Control tire 

(Supplier) (Desired: At 50% treed depth, traction 

should not drop eore Chen 20% iron full 
treed value.) 


Snow - Handling/Braking • TBD (To be developed by Tire Suppliers 
Events and Ford.) 

(Ford/Supplier) 


Weight * 30 piece ave. s 2S.6 lbs. 

(Supplier) 

Uniformity Values • Uniformity values trust conform to those 

(Supplier) values outlined in the 12/12/88 BIC 

letter for Che 1995 nodal year. 

Minimum Cpk - 1.33 

NOTE: Kay be modified to suit vehicle sensitivity. 
Sldevall undulation - 0.05" max. 


RPK • SAE Average - 717 ± 7 RPK @ 1844 lb. , 

(Supplier) 35 psi, 45 sph . 


Sldevall, Shoulder, end 

Tread Design 


Residual Aligning Torque 
(Ford/Supplier) 


■ UFN105 creed, shoulder, and sidewall 
designs should provide the customer with 
a "Tough Truck" image. Tread depth to 
meet Engineering Design Information T&SA 
recommended practice. A square shoulder 
appearance is desired. 

’ +0.5 to -2.5 Newton-meters 


Force & Moment 
(Ford/Supplier) 


Force & Moment equivalent to Control tire with 
15x7.0 rim width at 26 PSI. 

Use LTE Sept. 15, 1992 procedure. 

File Control Number is "F5316CVFZ" 
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CARR ENGINEERING, INC 

I2S00 CASTLEBRIDGE DRIVE HOUSTON, TEXAS 7796S-4S32 
TELEPHONE: 2S1/594 M5S 
FAX: 2S1/S94-5455 


January a, 1599 


RECEIVED 
FEB - C1999 
d.m. 


Mr. Lee Mickus 
Wheeler Trigg & Kennedy 
1801 California Street 
Suite 3400 
Denver, CO 80202 

Re: Van Etren v. Ford 

Dear Mr. Mickus: < 

Par your request, Carr Engineering, Inc. has investigated the crash that led to the refercric©§| 
lawsuit. As part of that invcstigidoa I have analyzed Ac complaint, miscellaneous 
interrogatories, police report, laser copies of police photographs, vehicle information, docacMSte ! -^^ ; ' 
produced by B ridges tone/Fircstonc, medical information, laser copies of photographs, drawing 
by Newton Bates, vehicle invoice, vehicle repair invoice, DclRay Toyota documents, and the 
scheduling order. In addition, I have analyzed ihe reports by Dr. Mel Richardson and Dennis 
Carlson as well as depositions of Michael Vac Ectcn, Kim Van Etten, Rcthcma Ivy, Dina 
Karwosfci, Matthew Wilson, Carlos Oscqueda, Khori Ivey, Lester Bruce, Trooper Gary Thrift, Lt. 
Charles Bycrly, and Dr. Mel Richardson. Carr Engineering, Inc. has also inspected the Ford 
Explorer and the crash scene and has conducted evaluations and tests of the handling and 
stability characteristics of a Ford Explorer 4 door 4x2 vehicle substantially the same as the one 
involved in this crash. 



Based on the investigation to date, the following opinions and conclusions have been reached: 

1 . The crash occurred on March 9, 1997 on Interstate 95 in Camden County, Georgia, fa the 
area of the crash. Interstate 95 is a relatively flat four lane divided highway with a concrete 
road surface, asphalt improved shoulders, and grassy unimproved shoulders and median. 
According to police information, Mr. Daniel Van Etten was driving a 1993 Ford Explorer 
4x2 northbound when . the left rear tire tread apparently separated from (the) tire." The 
driver steered to the right attempting to move to the emergency lane.” The driver then 
input an inappropriate amount of steering to Ac left, which placed the vehicle in a 
counterclockwise spin across Ac traveled portion of the roadway. The Explorer began to 
overturn due to the forces of the tires and rims sliding on the pavement. The vehicle then 
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idled over towards the passengers side sad fee driver, Mr. Van Etteo, was ejected from fee 
vehicle and fatally injuredt 


l. The likely cause of the crash was that Mr. Ves Ettec failed to maintain control of hts vehicle. 

The crash scene and the Ford Explorer were inspected for problems which could haw censed 
or contributed to the crash. There were no such problems. Following the tread separatum in 
the left rear tire, the driver apparently overreacted by steering abruptly rather than steering the 
vehicle m a controlled way. This caused fee vehicle to slide across several lanes of travel and 
into the emergency lane. 

- 

3. The likely cause of fee overturn Is that lateral forces were exerted on fee vehicle that 5 V- • 

overwhelmed its inherent stability. The sources of these forces arclikelyto be fee vcMcfe’s i * i 
speed, the severity of fee steering maaeovers aadettakca by tfcedriver. tad fee lean of fee * ’ 
vehicle’s body toward one side and then the other to augment vertical and lateral fee forces 
as fee tires slid and fee rims gouged into the roadway surface: ' ‘ ~ 


4. 


Wien fee tread separates from e die. fee outer surface of rubber either partially or totally ’• '? 
“peels off" of fee inner rubber compounds or belts. A Cite which is partially Of totally ’■'Ca- 
mming its tread will have very different force and^nomcm characteristics fern the sariwbie 
with tread Intact Most importantly, the lateral or side force capability of fee fee is reduced. 


5. Although it ts difficult to determine if a tire will or will not experience a tread separation at a 
given time, the process involved during a tread separation event on a moving vehicle does 
provide definite feedback to die driver and passengers in most rircttmaaifiass. The feedback 
usually begins with a vibration in the vehicle similar to that created: by a severely unbalanced 
fee. The vibration is followed by * “slapping" sound which is caused by the loose tread 
rubber contacting fee pavement as fee tire rotates. As the length of the loose tread grows, it 
begins to hit against vehicle body pans such as fee inner fender well and otter sheet metal. 
The sound created by the tread hiding the vehicle body is very loud and resembles feat of a 
beating drum. As the tread is separating, fee rolling resistance of fee tire increases which 
creates a force and moment on fee vehicle. This moment acts to pall the vehicle slightly to 
fee side of fee separating tire. 


6. Carr Engineer! ng h3s conducted tests where a rear tire tread separation was induced oa 
moving vehicles. These vehicles included a base model 1986 Ford Bronco C 4x4, a 1986 
Ford Bronco 54x4 XLT, a 1994 Dodge Intrepid, a 1987 Ford Club Wagon van, a 1994 Ford 
Bronco, a 1993 Ford Explorer 4x2, a 1990 Ford Acmstar van, and a 198? Toyota van. The 
testing included multiple runs made at varying speeds, some in excess of 65 miles per hour. 

In every test run, fee vibration and the “slapping" sound of the separated tread as it hit fee 
ground and vehicle body were apparent prior to the tread ripping totally free from the tire 
carcass even though the test tins had been pro-cut to assure separation in a minimal amount of 
time. During the tread separation event, the tire did pull fee vehicle slightly to one side but 
fee driver kept a straight line path with a small steering correction. This amplitude of steer 
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angle is small and on the order required to keep a vehicle in die Jane on curved highways or 
in a straight path during other events such as wind gusts or driving through water puddles at 
highway speeds. 

?„ As discussed above, a tire with a separated Head has reduced lateral force capacity when 
compared to the same tire with tread properly adhered to the tire carcass. To objectively 
measure this difference, Carr Engineering has conducted constant radius circle tests on a 
1993 Ford Explorer 4x2 according to the Recommended Practice of the Society of 
Automotive Engines*. This Recommended Practice, XJ266, include* testing to measure the 
steering required to follow a circular path at ever increasing speeds until the limits of tire* • 
traction are exceeded. This test was performed with both good tinea and with a rear tirc tiiat 
had a totally separated tread. In the tests with good tires, the vehicle could achieve a 
maximum lateral acceleration in excess of 0.7 g’s lateral acceleration in both clockwise and * 
counterclockwise directions. In the constant radius test with the missing tread lire, the 'i* «. 
vehicle could achieve just oyer 0.6 g’s lateral acceleration ra a turn with the separated tire on ' 
the inside or unloaded side of the vehicle. However, when the vehicle was driven in a turn ; ,) 

with the separated tire on Che outside or loaded side of the vehicle, die lateral acceleration " .■■■• & 
capacity of the vehicle was reduced to less than 0.5 g’s lateral acceleration. These tcscs‘7 r i- 
confirm that a tread separation will not in and of itself, cause the Explorer to go out of :* 

coturol. Vehicle control can be maiiuaioed by slowing down and avoiding sharp maneuvers. 

The Explorer, like other vehicles, will have diminished capacity when such problems occur 
and it, like other vehicles, will go out of control if it is subjected to extreme demands after 
such problems have occurred. This behavior is common to all motor vehicle types and does 
not mean that the vehicle’s design capacities an: defective. 

8. Carr Engineering has conducted tests where a rear tint was intentionally caused to “blow-out" 
on moving vehicles. These vehicles included a base model 1986 Ford Bronco H 4x4, a 1986 
Ford Bronco II 4x4 XLT, a 1994 Dodge Intrepid, a 1987 Ford Chib Wagon van, a 1994 Ford 
Bronco, a 1993 Ford Explorer 4x2, a 1990 Ford Aaostar van, and a 1987 Toyota van. The 
testing included multiple runs made at varying speeds, some in excess of 60 miles per hour. 
Following the “blow-out", the tire did pull the vehicle slightly to one side but the driver kept 
a straight line path with a small steering correction. These tests confirm that a **blow-out*’ 
will not in and of itself, cause the Explorer to go out of control. Vehicle control can be 
maintained by slowing down and avoiding sharp maneuvers. This behavior is common lo all 
motor vehicle types and does not mean dial the vehicle's design capacities are defective, 

9. The dimensional characteristics of the 1993 Ford Explorer 4x2 are not the cause of this crash. 
Based on measurements that Carr Engineering, loc. has made, the center of gravity height of 
these vehicles is approximately 26.6 inches above the ground, depending upon tire size and 
equipment This value typically ranges from 18 to 24 inches for passenger automobiles and 
from 23 to 30 inches for utility and multipurpose vehicles. The center of gravity height for 
other vehicles used safely on the highways exceeds 80 inches for such vehicles as loaded 
semi-trailer trucks. 
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Also based on measurements made by Carr Engineering, Inc., the average trade width for (he 
Explorer is approximately 58.4 indies, although the value can be greater or lesser than this 
amount depending on wheel type aod size. This width is similar to or greater than small 
passenger cars, trucks and other utility vehicles. 

10. Simply dividing the track width by the center of gravity height co compute a “static stability 
ratio” is not a reliable technique to measure dynamic stability for any vehicle, including the 
1993 Ford Explorer. Such computation will not predict the vehicle's behavior, norwiH it;**, 
allow valid comparisons to decide what is “safe” and “unsafe”. However, even whcnfsudt^fe^'^* 
computations are made, the value that results for a Ford Explorer is within the ~«ng^ 

values for other vehicles used safely on the highways. . . 

~ ^ - •• •.- . 

1 1 . The dimensional characteristics of the Ford Explorer allow it to perform in both “offioad”^^'' . 
and “on-road" applications. For example, its length, wheel base, track width and ground , 
clearance give it superior maneuverability and provide high “approach” and “d£paiturc"-aod 
"break over*' angles so that it can negotiate narrow passageways and around -arid fdver^#^ 
obstacles “ofT-road." It incorporates relatively larger size tires that improve tracrion' oo'#^- !l r‘‘- 
ummproved surfaces, ft is these characteristics (hat allow it to perform functionf'tfaat?^-^ 
common passenger cars cannot and which cause it in some circumstances to be different than 

some common passenger cars. Changing these dimensions in any significant way would 
diminish the vehicle's utility in its intended use. 

12. The steering characteristics of the Ford Explorer are safe, stable and generally similar to 
those of other vehicles including passenger cars. In order to measure those characteristics 
objectively, Carr Engineering, Inc. has conducted testing according to die Recommended 
Practice of the Society of Automotive Engineers. This Recommended Practice, XJ266, 
includes testing to measure the steering required to follow a circular path at ever increasing 
speeds until the limits of tire traction are exceeded. In this lest. Carr Engineering, Inc. found 
that the vehicle steering gaia is appropriate and its “undastcct'* characteristic is similar to the 
value drivers have come to expect in passenger cars, tracks, and multipurpose vehicles sold 
in (he United States. The vehicle has the capacity to follow a circular path at lateral 
accelerations exceeding 0.65 G*s. This capacity is very high and will allow the vehicle to 
respond to expected driver inputs with a factor of safety beyond that required to maneuver in 
a highway environment in both normal and reasonable crash avoidance situations. 

13. The handling and stability characteristics of the Ford Explorer when maneuvered in turns are 
reasonably safe. Those characteristics arc extremely good when compared to other vehicles 
of its type and provide capacities significantly in excess of the demands of normal driving 
and reasonable crash avoidance situations. Carr Engineering, Inc. has conducted tests to 
determine this capacity. These tests include slalom tests in which the vehicle is steered 
violently side-to-side through a serpentine course at speeds from SO to in excess ofcJG miles 
per hour. Even at the limits of tire traction, the vehicle remained safe and stable in these 
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maneuvers. Carr Engineering. Inc. has also conducted a severe lane-change lest according te 
the procedure of the International Standards Organization (ISO). In this test, the vehicle is 
steered from one narrow lane to the left into a second narrow lane and then hack to the right 
to a third narrow lane. The iSO Procedure envisions that any vehicle that can complete that 
maneuver at entry speeds of 48 miles per honr ot more is reasonably sale and stable for 
normal highway use. Carr Engineering, Inc. found that the Ford Explorer would complete das 
maneuver at speeds in excess of that value without a problem, Carr Engineering, Inc. also 
conducted tests to determine die vehicle's stability at iaterai accelerations in excess of 0.70 
G's st speeds in excess of 70 miles per hour. Even though the tires etc near their Unfit of 
traction under dioso conditions, the Ford Explorer remains safe and stable. Care Engineering, ' " 
Inc. has also caus ed the Ford Explorer to spin around on flat, level pavement through a full 
180-degree turn to face back in its originil Una of travel Cue. bootlegger turn). It 
accomplishes that maneuver without problem even though the maneuver by its elf refhrotx n 
vehicle that has been caused to go completely act of control. 

14. Core Engineering. Inc. has evaluated the stability of the Ford Explorer in various braking (xri 

maneuvers, including panic braking from speeds in excess of 60 miles per hour and panic -v : 
braking while the vehicle is in a him a: the limit of its tires’ traction. In these tests, the’ - 
vehicle's braking system behaved predictably silowing the vehicle to.be brought to' * stop ' ■ 

without loss of stability. 

15. The Ford Explorer is equipped with a "twin I-beam” front suspension system. This is the 
same type of suspension used by Ford in its light snicks since the i 960s and is an appropriate 
suspension for die Ford Explorer . It is my understanding that plaintiffs have retained 
engineers who arc critical of the twin I-beam suspension claiming that it "jacks." The term 
“jacking" has been applied its the past to the efTcct whereby a suspension's geometry 
transmits tire forces to a vehicle's body to actually lift it. Such a thing does occur to a small 
degree with any independent suspension and can occur to a substantial degree if and only if 
its geometry is chosen improperly. The geometry chose for the Ford Explorer is proper 
because it employs an arm of relatively long length that is mounted to the body close to the 
ground compared to that length. This eliminates die occurrence of significant “jacking" as 
described by plaintiffs experts. Carr Engineering. Inc. has confirmed this through testing of 
a 1991 Ford Explorer 4x4 with a twin I-beam front suspension and a 1996 Font Explorer 4x4 
with a short-long arm front suspension- This testing included standard accepted quasi-steady 
state and highly transient maneuvers at various speeds and up to the limit of the tire’s 
traction. In these tests, the vertical movement of the center of gravity was measured and 
when compared show little difference between the performance of the 199i Explorer and the 
i 996 Explorer. Carr Engineering. Inc. has also performed similar rests on 1986 Fond Bronco 
H 4x4. a 1990 Ford Bronco H 4x2. and a 1985 Buick USabre sedan. 

16. All vehicles, including passenger ears and pickup trucks, will overturn when subjected to 
extraordinary conditions. Among such conditions is sudden and inappropriate steering on 
paved or unpaved surfaces. For example, Carr Engineering, Inc. has demonstrated this in 
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tests conducted in November of 1984 in which a passenger car, a 4-whecl drive utility 
vehicle, and a pick-up truck were overturned due to steering inputs alone on a flat paved 
surface at speeds below 40 miles per hour. Others have found the same result in many tests 
For example, the University of Michigan caused a Mercedes 4-door sedan and a Dodge 
Coronet sedan to overturn under similar conditions in a 1972 test that it conducted under a 
United States government contract. Overturn of vehicles, including all passenger cars can 
and do occur under these and other conditions and that simple occurrence is not evidence ot a 
defective design. .. ^ . 

1 7. Carr Engineering, Inc. has investigated a variety of crashes in which a variety of 

circumstances caused the loss of control and overturn of a variety of vehicles. For cxamplcr^l^ •' 
Carr Engineering, Inc. investigated an overturn crash of a Ford Escort. Its driver fail& : &'|t«^ 


steer so that when the roadway curved to the left his Escort went straight to d 
road surface. The driver abruptly turned the steering to the left to regain the toad causing^ 

Escort to slide and overran] in the roadway. As another example, Carr Engineering, 
investigated a crash involving a Jeep Cherokee whose driver faBed to steer m 
hand curve in the roadway and instead allowed his Cherokee to 'depart from the left h^d^iSo^r^ 
of the roadway. He responded to that situation by jerking the steering to the right to regaS^r? 
the road and then to the left while on the road. These maneuvers resulted in the 
overturn on-road- A final example involves a crash involving & Chevrolet S-10 Blazer whose 
driver allowed the vehicle to leave the traveled portion of an interstate highway and then ' 
steered abruptly to regain the road. His steering resulted in the S-10 Blazer's overturn on- 
road. Other investigators, such as those employed by the United States Department of 
Transportation’s National Accident Sampling System, have recorded on-road overturn 
crashes involving passenger cars, light tracks, vans, and utility vehicles. The Department of 
Transportation has estimated that approximately 223,000 rollover crashes take place in the 
United States annually. Two thirds of those involve common passenger cars and 
approximately 10,000 passenger cars overturn on-rcwd annually. 


18. The National Highway Traffic Safely Administration (NHTSA) of the United States 

Department of Transportation has specifically responded to citizen petitions and other claims 
that various small utility vehicles arc “defective" because of their handling, stability, and 
crashworthiness characteristics. Such investigations included vehicle models such as the 
Jeep GJ, the Suzuki Samurai, the Ford Bronco U, and the Lsuzu Trooper. Each of those 
investigations have resulted in the Agency concluding that those specific vehicles and small 
utility vehicles as a class do not possess characteristics consistent with them being declared 
"defective" or any of those characteristics named above. In addition, NHTSA has studied 
rollover crashes since the early 1970s and has determined drat it is inappropriate to 
promulgate any test or standard for rollover resistance. NHTSA has considered specific 
regulatory proposals for rollover resistance including a static stability factor (T/2H), a tilt 
table ratio, and a side pull ratio, and has determined not to adopt such proposals. NHTSA 
has concluded that different classes of vehicles have different uses and different functional 
characteristics, including rollover resistance. NHTSA has concluded that the fact that certain 
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classes of vehicles have lower rollover resistance than fall-size passenger cars docs not 
render these vehicles defective or unsafe. 

/ 19. The tests used by Ford Motor Company to design and develop the Explorer are appropriate 
for this purpose and arc consistent with industry practice. Successful completion of these 
tests would demonstrate that a vehicle had reasonably safe steering, handling, and stability 
characteristics. The nature of the tests is such that they would reveal ‘‘defective" conditions 
of handling and stability if such conditions existed. Ford also employs sophisticated 
computer simulation software called ADAMS as an added evaluation of vehicle safety. I 
have first hand knowledge of FotxTs vehicle test procedures and it*s use of the ADAMS 
software. , 



In summary, the design and manufacture of the 1993 Ford Explorer 4x2 is reasonably safe. The 
cause of this crash was that the driver apparently overreacted to the tread separation by steering 
abruptly rather than steering the vehicle in a controlled way. The Explorer's design and- 
construction are reasonably safe, are appropriate for a vehicle of its type, and did not cause this 
crash. 

I have worked as an automotive engineer for more than 12 yean and have formal training as an 
engineer. A resume which summaries that experience is attached and it describes the 
background, experience, and training from which I may draw conclusions and opinions. Also 
attached is a list of my previous testimony. Carr Engineering, Inc. charges $285 per hour for my 
services in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Ajucm 

Donald F. Tandy. Jr. 4 (/ 
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injury Effects of Rollovers and Events 
Sequence in Single-Vehicle Crashes 

Kimberly A. Krull. Asad J. Khattak, and Forrest M. Council 


The effect that rollover* and trlpping-eveal raquena: nirroumdirn 
rollover crashes have on the severity of driver injury era* explored. 
Three-?***- erjuh end inventor? Onto frost Michigan CV « 5S»**T) *hd 
Hiinaa (.*>’ o 24,296) were aoalyxed to txpion* the effect of rollover, while 
controlling for roadway, vehicle, «nd driver factor*. The results shew 
that 9 perctn; of single- vehicle crashes art either fatal or cause Inca* 
parfcshng: driver Injuries (X*a injuries). Significantly mors fatalities 
and mes paduting Injuria occur in rollover crashes. Logistic regression 
models of fatal and Incapacitating in juries (K ■* A) versus other Injuries 
and rwwiujuraCB •+• C + 0) were mnuud separately and togsther for 
the two states. The results show that the effects of independent variables 
are largely consistent across the t»o states. Driver -injury severity 
increases with rollovers; fail ore to use a seal belt; passenger cars (as 
Opposed to pickup trucks); sjwhal use; daylight; rural roads (as opposed 
to urban); posted ipeed limit; and dry pi**««nt (as opposed fa slick 
pavement). Restricting the Injury motels to rollover crashes only. It was 
determined that bitting point Objects or longitudinal objects before 
rolling over resulted In a more severe injury than rolling over first. The 
policy implications of the finding) for restraint use, crash-testing, and 
roadside design and hardware are discussed. 


The severity of single-vehicles crashes occurring outside of the 
roadway is a major concern when designing roadsides. When these 
crashes also involve a rollover, the severity of the crash increases. 
In 1997 tltere were 37,230 fatal crashes in the United States, involv- 
ing 54,000 vehicles. Approximately 10,000 (18.3 percent) of those 
54.000 vehicles rolled over. The proportion of rollover* In fatal 
crashes was almost 5 rimes as high as the proportion of rollovers in 
injury crashes and 14 times as high as the proportion of vehicles 
involved in propercy-dainage-oaiy crashea in which a vehicle rolled 
over (7 raffic Safety Faea 1997 (/)]. Viner (2) estimated that rollover 
crashes coy society between S18.9 billion and $25.4 billion annu- 
ally (in 1988 dollars). A better undemanding of the nature and 
severity of rollover crashes in relation te the crash sequence and the 
vehicle is necessary to provide effective countermeasures. 

The purpose of this paper is to understand the aspects of drivers, 
the roadway, the environment, and rite crash experience (rollover or 
ntmrollover) that influence the occurrence of fatal or incapacitating 
injuries ir. a single-vehicle run-oEf-the-road crash. Another purpose 
of that paper is to understand the sequence of crash-related evens 
that influence the occurrence of fatal or incapacitating injuries once 
a rollover has occurred. A letjuence-of-events variable on a crash 
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repon piesenu the Investigating officer’s usesjraent of events 
occurring before and during the crash event itself (c.g., “ran off 
read— left, struck bridge abuonent. rolled ever"). To test hypotheses 
empirically. FHWA's Highway Safety Infannariou System (HS1S) 
diabase was used for the analyses. The eight-state daubue con- 
tains police crash reports and attributes (drivai. vehicle, crash, and 
environment factors) in combmaoon with roadway inventory data. 
Michigan and Illinois were selected because the crash reports in 
both states contain sequence-of-events data. 


LITERATURE REVIEW 

Two studies explored the causes of rollover in run-off-the-road 
crashes with respect to the roadway environment. Using Illinois 
crash and roadway data. Viner (3) explored the risk of rollover ir 
ran-off-thc-road crashes by land use. road type, and objoa struck. 
Hitting fixed objects was the tripping mechanism in cne-fourth of 
raivcfl-road crashes. Slopes were identified as the tripping mecha- 
nism in the remaining three -fourths of all rollovers outside the rerad- 
way. In i second study. (4). Viner concentrated on rollover* trial 
w-re the result of tripping on tidcslopes and ditches by analyzing 
Ftial Accident Reporting System (FARS) data and New M exico 
cosh data. Rollover cm slopes and ditches was identified as the lead- 
ing cause of fatalities in ran-off-road crashes, with 26 percent of 
there being rollover fatalities. The first Viner study (J) identified 
“gvardraiT as the leading fixed object hit, with 3.7 pcrcsct of tuiaj 
and 5.7 percent of urtwn rollovers attributed to it. Both studies iden- 
tified rural tan-off-road vehicle crashes to be more likely to result in 
rollover dun urban crashes. The fust nudy showed an increase nj 
rollover occurrence with increasing speed limits. It also found no 
difference in rollover rates for right or left side departures on two- 
lane roads, but it revealed a higberrollovernice for left-side (median) 
departures on Interstate highways. 

Bligh and Mak (5) expanded on this effort and compared the 
roadway environment factors to injury rate* in rollover enuhea by 
evaluating the severity and frequency of roadside craahcs for ge- 
neric vehicle platforms using FARS, General Estimates System, and 
FHWA RSIS data. The study found that crashes involving embank- 
ments and rigid fixed object* have the highest injury rates; crashes 
involving longitudinal barrim such as guardrails have intennediar* 
injury rates; and crashes involving nonrigid, fixed objects have the 
lowest injury rates. 

Four studies compared trie risk of rolovcr crashes by vehicle plat* 
form (Viner (3). Vina (4). Bligh and Mak (5). and Viner et *L (tf )}. 
Ughr trucks were more likely to roll than passenger tars in afl foot 
studies. Tbs Bligh and Mak study (5) identified spans -utility vehi- 
cle* specifically in the light-truck category u most likely te roll 
over. Their study found that, in rollover enubea, injury rates are 
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higher for passenger ears than for light tracks. He Vincr s aL study 
(6 ) slightly disagreed. Their examination of raBevei* »cnua non- 
roliovers in North Carolina dais found no difference between plat- 
forms in fatal and severe injury (K + A) rstea, but injury rates in 
pauenger can were slightly higher when compared with a groop 
comprised of pickup*, utility vehicles, and nu. However, who; 
comparing PARS data with comparison vehicle icgisn ace data and 
geographic information system data, there were higher instances of 
pickup fatalities in fixed-object crashes compered with passenger 
cars. Vincr cl al. (d) hypothesized that some of this higher fatality 
risk may have resulted from ejections in pickup rollovers. 

Bligh and Mix (J) explored contributing roadway factors by 
vehicle type. Rollovers associated with driches and embankments 
were similar for both passenger can and light trucks However, light 
trucks were found mere likely to roll over in fatal crashes involving 
utility poles, longitudinal barriers, culverts, and curbs, 

Bligh and Mak (5) also examined the sequence of events involved 
in rollover crashes. The study used Iliinoii data to identify where 
rollovers occurred in the sequence of event*. The Iliinoii data 
reported coding for three events in the impact sequence. However, 
the first event «u usually coded as "ran-off-road," so rollovers in 
the second event were termed “primary," and roOoven in the third 
event were termed “secondary . " The rollover ratio of primary to sec- 
ondary rollovers was more than 3 to 1. The fact that no object was 
mentioned before the rollover in the “primary" category supports the 
findings of Vines that ditches and embankments were the cause of 
three-fourths of rollovers. 

When viewed together, the relevant research supports that the risk 
of injury in rollover crashes it a complex relationship among the 
sequence of events surrounding the rollover, the vehicle type, and 
the surrounding environment. The Bligh and Mak study (5) starts to 
bridge the gaps among vehicle type, injuries, and the sequence of 
^events in crashes when rollover occurs- However, injury as a func- 
tion of the sequence of events was not explored. Additionally, vehi- 
cle class and sequence of events must be explored further. Some 
questions remain unanswered — where in the sequence of events is 
rolling over the most severe? Does the effect of vehicle platform 
change when sequence of events is taken into account? 


METHODOLOGY 

Injury severity in crashes relates to a variety of driver, vehicle, road- 
way, and crash factors. However, the nanae of single-vehicle 
crashes is such that the set of factor* affecting aeverity may be dif- 
ferent than for crashes involving multiple vehicles. In multiple- 
vehicle collisions, severity is highly related to factors such as the 
type of collision, collision size/weight of impacting vehicles, and 
points of contact. Injury severity of single-vehicle, ran -off-the- road 
crashes is related to what the vehicle experiences outside of the 
roadway and to the shared set of other factors {e.g., driver factors). 
The severity is further complicated when rollover occurs. Rollover 
crashes usually occur when vehicles leave the roadway and eocoun ter 
a tripping mechanism. 

This analysis includes only single-vehicle crashes that did not 
impact another vehicle. The single-vehicle crashes dut occur because 
the vehicle left the roadway or ran off the road are referred to as 
“single-vehicle crashes.” Regression models are estimated to identify 
the set of factors that affect the severity of single- vehicle crashes and 
those that affect the severity of the subset of these crashes in which 
a rollover occurs. Additionally, the models provide a numeric rcla- 
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tiooship b etween the factors and the marginal probability of a ratal or 
incapacitating injury in a single-vehicle crash. 


HS1S Crash Dnta 

The 1994-1996 Michigan crash files and the 1993-1995 Illinois 
crash files from FHWA’s HSIS were used for this analysis. HSIS is 
a multistats relational database that contains crash, roadway, and 
vehicle infomtauon. The states in the database are selected based on 
the quality of dan available. The database is separated into indi- 
vidual files that can be linked together. The accident file, vehicle 
subfile, and road log file were linked together and used for analysis 
individually for each state. The merged files (Michigan and Illinois) 
contained single- vehicle crashes, both rollover and nonro Hover. The 
only vehicle types analyzed were passenger ears, pickup trucks, and 
vans. All others (e.g_, large trucks and buses) woe removed. After 
the individual analyses were performed, the two stares were merged 
into one large file and reanalyzed. 

The crash and vehicle information was taken from police- 
reported crashes. The data are acquired annually by HSIS, processed 
into a common computer format, documented, and prepared for 
analysis. There are some inherent problems with police-reported 
crash data, Specifically, the accuracy of the crash data is dependent 
on the training and expertise of the police officer collecting the 
information and the difficulty of collecting (te information. Seat- 
belt data, for instance, is problematic because it the judgment 
of a pol ice officer after the collision has occuzred. wilh no visual evi- 
dence in most cases. Alcohol indicators are measured with error, but 
they are less problematic because police are trained to detect drink- 
ing and routinely engage m driving under the influence- related 
patrols. Speed of impact often it not recorded in police crashes; 
however, posted speed limit and functional class are easily obtained 
surrogates. 


Modeling 

Logistic regression model* were estimated using the SPSS (Sta- 
tiitical Package for die Social Sciences) software (7). The estima- 
tion gives the coeff icients for the independent variables. Having 
estimated die coefficients, logistic regression can predict the pres- 
ence or absence of * characteristic or outcome baaed cm the values 
of a set of predictor variables. Indus analysis, the presence of fatal 
or incapacitating injuries is the characteristic die logistic regres- 
sion is predicting. Only driver injury is analyzed. Passenger injury 
is not included, to avoid controlling for vehicle occupancy. For the 
HSIS data set, independent variables such u road classification 
and driver gender are categorical, and variables such as driver age 
arc continuous. Categorical independent variables are modeled in 
relation to a base category. 

The KABCO injury scale is used on die Michigan and Illinois 
police reports. The investigaring officer determine* the level of 
injury- The most severe category is "fatal" (K); the next most 
severe category is “ incapacitating injury" (A); the next mosi severe 
category u "mmincapacitatiag injury" (B); and the least severe 
category is “possible injury" (Q. The last category is “no injury" 
(0). For this analysis. Categories K and A were grouped together to 
represent severe injuries. The emphasis in the safety community is 
on K A collision*. Categaria* B. C. and 0 represent nsmsevtre 
injuries. 
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Table I lists the independent variables considered for the jingle- 
vehicle crash model. The expected relationship and the reasoning 
behind the expectation are staled. Several variables have more than 
one alteminve-expecied relarioaihip- The independent variables 
selected were requested from the rccident file, vehicle file, sir road- 
way log. Variables woe chosen based on tbwreocai remxaag. 
A series of models using variable ccmbiaaccau was estimated. The 
ones that were most parsimonious and bad the best Kanstical prop- 
erties (e.g., goodness of fit. reasonable parameter magnitudes, and 
/-statistics) are reported as the final models. 

The final single-vehicle crash model includes all independent 
variable* listed in Table 1 except for driver gender, average daily 
traffic (ADT). right-shoulder width, and left-shoulder width. Driver 
gender is not included for consideration as an independent variable 
because of corrupt data from the Michigan files. The variable 
"ADT" is not included because a correlation matrix revealed that it 
was correlated to the variable "rural functional class" at the 0.533 
level. Correlation over 0.5 can cause multi coUsairity problems. 
Right-shoulder width was correlated to left-shoulder width and 
speed limit it the 0.591 and 0.563 levels, respectively, in the cor- 
relation matrix. Therefore, right-shoulder width and left-shoulder 
width were excluded. Ail other vi-ubies in Table 1 had acceptable 
levels Of correlation. 


Transportaoon Research Reoorp V?i? 

Some of the estimated model* were tested for interactions 
between variables based oa theoretical reasoning. Some of the inter- 
actions werc of uieevertpcrse. while others were to control for con- 
founding fatten (for a variable to be confounding, it must be related 
ta injury and to the variable with which it is Interacting). No statis- 
tically significant jmenscricn* (10 percent level) were found in the 
iuoods- 

I: i* theoretically possible that a driver can be injured during a 
crash, but before a rollover, which then accentuate* the possibility 
of a rollover (e.g., a fixed-object impact that readers the driver 
unconscious). If this is true, then statistical techniques that account 
for such simultaneity between the rollover and injury variables 
should be used. However, given tire dynamics of single-vehicle col- 
lisions. most severe injuries can be expected to occur during 
rollover. There may be situations m which previous injuries con- 
tribute to rollovers. However, due os researchers' inability to observe 
empirical evidence during actual collisions or strong theory to sup- 
pcaT this bidirectional relationship, estimating simultaneous models 
Is not w a rr a nte d . 

The independent variables for restraint use. vehicle type, and 
driver age all had large percentages of muting values. Crashes with 
missing values are typically excluded from the regression. However, 
such exclusions can be problematic, particularly if a large number 


TABLE 1 Indaparxient Variables end Thair Expected Rsletionsftips tar the Sinflla-Vihido 
Crash Made! 


Variable 

Reasoning 

Expected Relationship 

Driver Age 

Susceptibility to injury rcress&s wtth age 

Increase m severe Injury 

Driver Gender 

Women are physioiogicalry more 
susceptible to In/ury 

Increase in severe Injury among 
women 

Drver Restraint 

Realm ints prevent e>eeton and contact 
with vehicle Interior 

Decrease in severe injury wtth 
restraint use 

Alcohol Involvement 

Alcohol use may increase risky driving 
(e.q. hip her spead) 

Increase m severe injury with 
alcohol use 

Slick Roadway 

Sick roadways reduce breaking 
performance 

increase in severe injury 

Drtvjrs may slow down on slick roads 

Decrease in severe injury 

Light 

Daylight increases visit: ft y 

Decrease a severe injury during 
daylight 

Increased visibility Increases speed 

Increase in severe injury In daylight 

ADT 

Increased A0T causes conges ton 

Decrease in severe injury 

Rural Functional 
Class /Versus 

Ufban) 

Rural roads are less Ukay to be 
canoe st ad jl.a. Weber speeds) 

Increase in severe injury 

Rural roads have more dear zone 

Decrease in severe injury 

Median Width 

Increased median width provides some 
recovery before crashing 

Decrease m severe irgwy 

Right Shoulder Width 

Wide shoulders may reflect better 
roadside design 

Decrease h severe injury 

Left Shoulder Width 

Wide stiojiders may reflect better 
roadside design 

Decrease in severe Injury 

Average Lane Width 

Wide lane* may reflect better road das gn 

Decrease In severe injury 

Speed Limit 

toereaseC speed results *n increased 
crash fen* 

Increase in severe Injury 

Pick-up Trucks 

Large vehicles provide greater 
protection than oars 

Decrease In severe injury 

Pickups overturn more often in oft-roac 
crashes 

Increase in Incapacitating injuries 

Pickup drivers wear seatbelt las* often 

increase in incapacitating injuries 

Vena 

Largs vehicles provide greater 
protector than cars 

Decrease n savers Injury 

Recover involvement 

Rolling over results in greater energy 
transfer 

ncressa in severe injury 
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of observation) arc excluded and if die missing v*ji*blc(j) is sys- 
tematically related 10 die de p endent variable (e*g_ iectraini-uce vari- 
able is more likely to be missing for noninjury crashes). To deal with 
ihe missing-din problems, dummy variables were grated They 
allowed the authors of this paper 10 renin some of the data dnt 
othe*wi» would not be used and to explore the relationship between 
missing data and injury severity- 

The coefficients -of-logit model does not pnmdc the marginal 
effects of the independent variable*. Thai i*. one cannot determine 
the effect on injury of a unit change in an ind ep endent variable from 
the model coefficient alone. T o compute the marginal change in the 
probability of a severe injury, It is necessary to convert the estimated 
coefficients obtained from die logit model into changes in probabil- 
ity. The probability of a fatality or incapacitating inju^r (y = I) is 
given by the following: 

Probability (y - 1) « f(Z) 0) 

In Equation 1. 

fix) - <’/(i + <•) 

Z = px’ + e (2) 

where f 

P e row vector of coefficients. 

= column vector of variables. 

C * error term, 

fix ) “ logistic probability function, and 

y k l when incapacitating or fatal injury is observed and 
0 otherwise. 

For continuous variables, the marginal change in the probability 


is given by the following: 

aprobty = d/3x ; * [anzn/azxaz/ao (3) 

The change in the logistic function with respect to Z is 
3/(Z)/3Z « [<*(1 + <*) - « V)j/(1 4 <*)‘ (4) 

* (<* + <” - e’*)/(l * < 2 )’ (5) 

= <70 + < l ? (« 

The change in Z with respect to a particular x t is 

a z/a*. = p, (7) 
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The mar ginal change in probability is then ghrta by 

apn*? = U/Sbt, = p^“(l - «►)' (8) 

Since the probability is i nonlinear function of X it is necessary to 
find the nmgirud change in probability at a certain set of x variables 
The margins! changes arc calculated at the means of both the 
continuous and discrete x variables. Interpolation must not go far 
beyond these means without changing these values to meet the new 
assumption*. 

For computing marginal changes in probability with respect to 
change* in the discrete variables, the change in probability is com- 
puted as the difference in probability between the variables at 1 and 
zero. The probability ihaty* 1 is given by 

P nHy = 1) » <*/( 1 + e*) (9) 

Thus, the change in probability of observing a y — l from changing 
x = 0 to x- m 1 is given by 

AProbCy - 1)/A*, = Prob(y - 1).., - Prob(y = l) t .„ (10) 

where Prob (y ■ 1)*- . , is the probability of observing y — 1 for 
x * 1 . all other variables are at their mean, and Prob (y— is the 
probability of observing a y - 1 for x = 0 and all other variables at 
their mean These are the indicator marginal effects. 


FINDINGS 

Overview 

Driver injuries arc split into a binary variable for (K + A) injuries 
and far noaincspacitaiing driver injuries (B ♦ C + 0). The incapac I- 
uring and fatal injuries are referred to as “severe injuries," and the 
nonincapad taring injuries are referred to as “nonsevere injuries.'* 
The resufring distribution between rollover and nonrollover single- 
vehicle crashes is presented in Table 2 fax rite Illinois and Michigan 
samples. The total number of single-vehicle cashes is 39, 
743-33,447 crashes from Michigan and 24.296 crashes from lUmcis. 
The subset of those crashes that involved a rollover is 10.871 . Of 
thoae 10.871. only 10,571 had relevant sequcncc-of-events data for 
the rollover -events sequence m o d e l s . Of the caaslvss with relevant 
scqucncc-of events data. 4.331 crashes were from Illinois and 
6240 were from Michigan. 

For both states, 9 percent of single-vehicle crashes were severe 
(5.383 aod 59,743, respectively). There is variation in severity 
across the two states, with Illinois single-vehicle crashes being more 


TABLE 2 Distribution of Illinois and Michigan Driver tajuriaa fur Rollow and Ntutrollovar 
Singla-Vahlclt Ooahas 



Illinois (1983-1935) 

Mlchlnan (1934-1996) 

Crash 

Type 

S*v«re 
Injury (K ♦ A) 

Non-SBvsru 
Injury (S * C ♦ 01 

Total 

Sovare Injury 

IK- A) 

Non-Severe 
injury (B *C4 0) 

Total 

Non- 

Rollover 

2059 

(10.5%) 

175S2 

(89.5%) 

18011 

(100%) 

12B0 

- »JSK 

27475 

(95.5%) 

28761 

(100%) 

Rollover 

1251 

(26.7%) 

3434 

(73.3%) 

46B5 

_Q0O%) 

787 

5699 
(B 8.2%) 

8686 

(100%) 

Total 

3310 

209W , 24280 

2073 

33374 

35447 
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severe than Michigan crashes. Given somewhat equal speed limits 
and an urban/rur&i split, jt is possible that Michigan report* more 
nonsevere crashes This can result in proportionally less severe 
injuries in Michigan- Table 3 present* descriptive statistics for the 
two state*, separately and combined. 

Michigan 

Seat-belt use refl ec ted a high percentage of missing data ( 1 3 percent)- 
When the seat-belt-use data were present, moat dr ive n (90 percott) 
were reported to be weiring then seat belts- However, this is not 
always an accurate variable because the driven report the seat-belt 
use to the investigating officer after the crash- Observational studies 
of seai-bdt use have consistently indicated that crash-rep o s te d seat- 
belt use ii inflated. The investigating officer, on the other hand, does 
verify alcohol use. Fifteen percent of the drivers were under the influ- 
ence of alcohol. The average driver age was 33 yean, with a range 
of 13 to 96 yean old. 

The largest percentage of the crashes occurred daring daylight 
conditions (48 percent), while 52 percent occurred during nighttime 
dawn, or dusk. The pavement condition was slick for 60 percent of 
the crashes and dry for 40 percent of the crashes. The majority of the 
crashes occurred an rural roads (54 percent), but tne urban func- 
tional class closely followed (46 percent). The speed tymit ranged 
from 40.3 km/h (25 mph) to 104.7 km/h (65 mph), with a mein of 
89 km/h (55 mph). 

Illinois 

Seat-belt use also had a high percentage of missing data for Illinois 
(14 percent). When the scat-belt-use data w«c available, most driv- 
ers (83 percent) were reported to be wearing their seal belts. Com- 
pared with Michigan, slightly more drivers (17 percent) were under 
the influence of alcohol. The average driver age was 32 years old. 

Slightly fewer crashes occurred during daylight cond it ions (45 per- 
cent) in Illinois than in Michigan (48 percent). The main difference 
between the rwo sates was in the pavement condition. The pave- 
ment condition was slick for 40 percent of the crashes and dry for 
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60 pe pvtir of the crushes in Illinois— opposite of the Michigan 
distribution. The majority of the crashes occurred on rural reads 
(55 percent), and the mean speed limit was 83 km/h (52 mph). 

Model Results 

The results are presented in two models for both data sets. The 
first — the sin fle-vehiclc crash model— examined factors that affect 
driver-injury severity fer all single- vehicle crashes. The examination 
includes the occurrence or nonoccurTOice of rollover. The second — 
the rollover events sequence model — examines how the crash 
sequence affects injury severity in a rollover. 


Single-Vehicle Crash Model 

Tabic 4 displays the results of the single-vehicle crash model. The 
table displays the models for Michigan. Illinois, and the two stales 
combined. In the pooled model (for which coefficients are restricted 
to be the same across the rwo scares), an additional independent 
variable— “state"— was added to account for any differences in 
injuries between Illinois and Michigan that were not accounted for 
by the other variables. The /v values. coefficients, and marginal 
effects are provided for each independent variable. Independent 
variables with a p-valuc below 0. 1 00 significantly affect the occur- 
rence of an incapacitating injury (at the 10 percent cutoff level). 
Negative coefficients reduce the probability of severe iry (tries; pos- 
itive coefficients increase the probability. The coefficients of each 
variable were used in the calculation of the marginal effects. The 
marginal effect of each variable on the probability of severe injury 
was found by holding the other independent variables at their mean- 
The marginal effect reported for the continuous variables is the 
change in the probability of having a severe injury for a unit change 
(increase) in the continuous variable. The indicator marginal effect 
reported for discrete variables is the change in the probability of 
having a severe injury for each category in relation to the base 
caiegory. Positive marginal effects increase the probability of severe 


TABLE 3 I ndap and* nt-Variab la Distribution for Michigan. Illinois, tnd Pooled Data 
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mgjgE in 1 i 

Pooled 

Variable 


mm 

ESI 
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Range 

s. 
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■dh 


■HW 

.1539 

0/1 
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DayllgM 

.4474 

C/1 

.4972 

WSUM 

mim 


.4656 

C/1 

498! 

Drivar *oe(yf*) 

32.20 

14-97 

14.49 

33.59 

I4JLI9 


33.03 

13-97 

14.02 

Driver as* Dummy 

.0340 

0/1 

.1811 

.1029 

0/1 

.3038 

.0753 

0/1 

.2638 

Rur*J Functor* 

Cum 
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0/1 

.4987 

.5349 

0/1 
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3357 

0/1 

4987 

Po*!k) Speed Lrnri 
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83.13 
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14.52 
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.4518 
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.3614 

.1405 

on 

3475 

.1461 

0/1 

3532 
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.3945 
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.3895 
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.6964 
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Na 

NA 

Na 

NA 

Na 

NA 

3991 
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TABLE 4 Singfe-Vahid* Crush Modal Result* cf aims**. MeNpn. and Pwlad Dm 
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injury, while negative marginal effects items* the probability cf 
severe injt/y. 

Prom the Likelihood ratio test statistics at 13 degrees of freedom, 
fire hypothesis that *11 the coefficients are equal mgcrocar.be rejected 
for the Michigan. Jllinois. and pooled models- The info.iml goodness 
of fit shows trui fee pooled (restricted) model achieves the best fit. The 
Michigan mode! fit (Rho-squarcd or McPaddea'* K*) is relatively bet- 
ter than the Illinois model fit This informal goodness -of-fit statistic is 
based on the log-likelihoods at zero and convergence, and it is useful 
for comparing models. Based or. a chi-squared test of the log likeli- 
hoods at convergence for the unrestricted (Michigan and Illinois} 
models versus the restricted (pooled} model, the unrestricted models 
belter explain the data. 

Restraint use has the largest marginal effect on the probability of 
severe injury, followed by rollover involvement, and then slick 
roadways. In the pooled data set. restraint use decreases the chance 
of a severe injury by 15.6 percent. Rollover involvement increases 
the chance of severe injuries by 7.09 percent, and slick roadways 
decrease the ehanee by 4.02 percent. This trend is consistent across 
all three data sets, but with varying magnitudes. 

The significant independent continuous variables are •‘driver age" 
and "speed limit." "Speed limit" is slighdy outride of the target level 
of significance for the Illinois data but was still included in the model 
because the posted speed limit is a surrogate for vehicle crash speed. 
The significant independent categorical variables report rollover 
involvement, alcohol use. rural versus urban, restraint use, daytime 
versus nighttime, slick, versus dry roadway, and vehicle type. 

The categorical independent variable — ‘ vehicle type" — use* the 
caiegory •'passenger car" as the base. The vehicle care gory “vana/mottr 
homes" does not havea significant relationship for the Michigan data, 
which indicate that there Ls oo statistically significant difference in 
severe injuries between vans/nuxor homes and passenger ears in 
Michigan. However, ia the Illinois data. v&n&Tnotor home* decrease 


the probability of severe injuries when compared with passenger cars. 
Pickup trucks show a decreased probability of icmt injuries for all 
three data see when compared k> passenger care. 

The independent variable "state” was included in the pooled 
model to account for differences in the stales not accounted for in 
the other variables. The differences in the two data sets reflected In 
this variable can be due to systematic differences in coding; differ- 
ences in crash- re porting thresholds (to the best of mtr knowledge, 
the Michigan crash reporting limit was $400 in property damage, 
and the Illinois limi t was S5Q0 m property damage during die tune 
tire data were collected); and die incongrucni years of dm used 
(1993-1995 for Illinois and 1994-1996 for Michigan). 

The missing data-dummy variables for driver age and restraint 
use arc significant at the 0.1000 level for all three data sets. This 
reflects that there was a systematic reason for the missing variables. 
When driver age or ros tram use was miasing. severe injury wi* less 
likely. A possible explanation far (his is that there is less attend on 
to detail by the police officer in less severe crashes, and information 
suclt as driver age or roitreint use was more likely to be omitted from 

the repan fann. 


RolioverJEvcnts Sequence Model 

Michigan and Illinois crash reports contain stq uence-of -events data. 
There are four possible events in the sequence in the Michigan 
report* and three in the Illinois reports. However, not all of fire 
sequence- of -events data are relev are for crash modeling. Possible 
variables include "Loss of Control" and "Other NoncoUisioo." Two 
investigating police officers could code the same ran-aff -the- road, 
single- vehicle rollover crash in two completely separate ways. One 
could code the crash as “Other NaacoUistcn.” "Loss of Conool." 
“Ran Off Road — Left," and "Rollover." Another officer might code 


388 


32 Paper No. OD-D56S 

the same crash as "Ran Off Road — Left” Kid “Rollover" The 
roliover in the fanner scenario might be coded as an Event Four 
rollover and the latter coded as art Event Two rollover. This scenario 
exemplifies the problems with idectifying the severity of rollover 
crashes as s function of sequence of eveuo. 

To mitigate these concerns, the subset of rollover, singk-vchiclc, 
ran-off-tfae-road crashes wen recodead into five categories: (a) rolled 
over initially after leaving the roadway; ( 5 ) left the roedway, hit a 
point fixed object, and then rolled over, (c) lest the roadway, hil a lon- 
gitudinal object, and then rolled over. ( d ) left the roadway, hit a curb 
object (including traffic islands), and then rolled over; or (r) left the 
roadway, hit a ditch or embankment, and then ro’ied over. Clashes in 
the first category. "Roiled First,” may or may not have hit objects 
after rolling over. Point objects include roadside objects such as 
bridge ends, traffic signs, signal posts, light supports, utility poles, 
mailboxes, trees, fire hydrants, impact menu a tots, and culverts. Lon- 
gitudinal objects include bridge rails, guardrail faces, guardrail ends, 
and median tamers. Crashes that did not fit into one of these five 
cattgor.es were excluded. 

Table 5 presents the distribution of severe injuries by soqueoce- 
of-ev&nu category. The categories “Hit Point Object Then Rolled” 
and “Hit Longitudinal Object Then Rolled' appear to be the most 
dangerous event sequences when examining the severe-ir.jury 
percentages. 

Using the subset of rollover crashes that tud a defined sequence of 
events, a jet of models with alternative specifications was estimated. 
These rollover -cvencs-sequcnce models used the independent vari- 
ables identified by the ftngle- vehicle crash models, in addition to the 
event-sequence categories. Table 6 lists the resulting model vari- 
ables, ^-values, and marginal effects for the Michigan. Illinois, and 
pooled date sets. 

From the likelihood ratio test statistics at 16 degrees of freedom, 
the hypothesis that a|] of the coefficients ere equal to zero can be 
rejected for the Michigan, Illinois, and pooled models. The infoimal 
goodness-of-fii statistic shows that the pooled (restricted) model 
achieves the best fit. The Michigan model fir is beoer than the Illi- 
nois model fit. Based on a Chi -squared test of the log likelihood at 
convergence, the separate models are better rhan the pooled model. 

The rollover-evenu-scquence categories are reported in relation 
to die category called “Rolled First." The variables “Hit Point Object 
Then Rolled" and “Hit Longitudinal Object Then Rolled - signifi- 
cantly increase the probability of severe injury in the restricted and 
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unrestricted models. The pooled-model marginals indicate thai 
hitting a point object first and then rolling increases the chance of 
severe injury by 8 percent, whereas hitting • longitudinal object and 
then rolling increase* the chance by 6 pcrc en * Although tite coeff t - 

ciaa of the category “riit Curb Object Then Roiled" is negative in 
relation to "Rolled First" — it is not significant at the 0,100 level for 
any of the data sco. Therefore, there is no sa r is tically significant 
difference bcrwoca rolling over first, or hitting the curb and then 
rolling over. The category “Hil Curb Object Then Rolled' has a 
relatively small sample size of 100 total. 

The vehicle categories are reported in relation to the category 
“Passenger Cars.' 1 The categories “Pickup Truck” and "Vtns/Motor 
homes” are not significant at the 0.100 l«vd for the Michigan data 
In [he Illinois dan, vans/motor homes decrease the probability of 
severe injury, followed dosely by pickup trucks. It must be noted 
again that tlie probability of severe injury is reduced in relation to a 
passenger car fora single- vehicle, ran -off- the road rollover. 


Po icy Implications 

This study supports earlier findings and presents new information. 
The analyse* reiterated the importance of restraint use in preventing 
severe injury in single- vehicle crashes and the fact that rollover 
increases such injury. Research and implementation funds should 
continue to be spent on roadway and vehicle-related programs to 
reduce rollovers. However, the maximum effect on roadside injury 
is most likely to come from programs that increase restraint use 
among all driven (e.g., well-enforced scar-belt usage laws dial 
allow police officers to issue driver points as penalties). 

However, because of (he influence of rollover on die probability of 
severe injury, shoe is also a policy implication dial the roadway- and 
roadside-design community must continue to build forgiving road- 
sides thai do not produce rollover (e.g„ dear roadsides, less severe 
lideslopes). Innovation in finding new detig ns (e.g., better ditch 
design, innovative curve treatments to prevent roadside excursions) 
may reduce the problem further. 

In contrast with earlier studies, the vehicle platform effect is nor 
presem — that is, pickup-truck and van drivers do not appear to be 
more severely injured than passenger car drives in these crashes. In 
fact, the opposite was indicated for the niinois and the pooled dan 
models for pickup trucks and vjhj — pickup truck and van drivers 


TABLE 5 Distribution of InJuriae for Eotb Roliovsr-Evinu Bequanca 



Illinois (1883-95) 

Michigan (1994-96) 

Evert 

Severe Injury 

Non-*»v«re 

Injury 

Total 

Severe 

Injury 

Non- 

Total 

Rolled first 

671 

(24*%) 

2077 

(75.6%) 

2748 

(100%) 

491 

(9.9%) 

4462 

(SO.1%) 

4853 

(100%) 

Hit point objeci 
then ro led 

23t 

(33.9%) 

451 

(66.1%) 

682 

(100%) 

92 

(22 7%) 

314 

(77.3%) 

406 

Hit longitudinal 
object than rolled 

114 

(36.9%) 

195 

(63 1%) 

309 

(100%) 

54 

(21.4%) 

198 

(78.6%) 

252 

(100%) 

Hit curb objecl 
Ihen rolled 

12 

(21.1%) 

45 

(78.8%) 

57 

(100%) 

i*.2%) 

45 

(91.6%) 

*9 

(100%) 

Hit ditch object 
then rolled 

223 

(25.2%) 

662 

(74.8%) 

835 

ltM%j 

ee 

(12-3%) 

635 

(68.6%) 

724 

(100%) 

Total 

1254 

3430 

4681 

730 

S6S4 

6384 
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TABLE 6 Roicw Ewrts Seijuwica Model HasiiJre for 8wg»-VehjcJ« RoUcw Cretan* trf Hlncio, 
Michigan, and Postal Dk* 



0 boors (1993-95) 

M ieritgan (1934-35) 

Pooled 

Vnow 

Beta 

P-vihut 


Bra 

P-«due 

Margin 

Beu 

F-valuc 

Margin 

AfcotwJ 

Vr*Wi*weri 

425} 

MOO 

"Tim 

-2674 

0173 

0-0202 

.4861 

.0000 

0.0665 

owri 

r ^r 


00487 


CUt 

0.01 S3 

.2695 

.0000 

0.0326 

OnswrAo* 

.0112 

MCI 

3.0Q2C 

23lfl 

000 0 

023012 

.0138 

.0000 

00017 

0rt**rA3eEmvn* 

-3-240 

3010 

-0.2220 

- 925} 

.0003 

-0.04K2 

-1.104 

.0000 

-0.0900 

Rut* ^.evafceiaf 


.0384 

0.1062 

rai 

.0738 

0.0118 

,1746 

.0095 

0.0210 

Porae Sow] Urr«! 

0093 

.0115 

0.0017 

.0111 

-C 180 

0.0008 

.0095 

0006 

□ .0012 

RerMiiwd 


XOOO 

-3J001 

-1.878 

OCOO 

43-202? 

-1.668 

.0000 


Haatrami Ownrrvr 


.000) 

-lorsi 

-6722 

0002 

-0.0386 

--S216 

.0000 

-C.0S51 

SUd Ro«S«oy 

-Sit 

.ocoo 

'T5TtS“ 

-1.03(3 

MOO 

-O.O 794 " 

-.8460 

.0000 

-0.1030 

V*bid* T>» 

CBiM CaiB^xy 
f*a««ioer Carl 


-0066 



A6G5 



.0051 


VwVUoertKX-j 

-3275 

.0152 

-3.0548 

..C225 

.9012 

-0.D016 

-.2294 

.0360 

■0.02W 

Piac* T f\»3: 

-3376 

.0146 

423413 

-.1622 

2134 

230106 

-.2128 

.0066 

23.0247 

vnrucM T«w 

Dummy 

MOt 

.0156 

0.C82C 

-.15S2 

.179) 

-0.0106 

-.0073 

.9400 

23.0006 

of v-wu 
(Saw catsgery 

Rattan RreB 


23002 






.0000 


Hil ponlSOpert t»r. 

idled 

36 73 

M05 

021706 

.7176 

.0030 

0 00575 

48~ 

.0000 

r 0.0666 

rtl iciVOxtrrm 
coea r»r -aue 

5260 

0003 

e.iosa 

.6732 

-0002 

0.08142 

4754 

.0000 

0.0834 

HnoKt ofcfoa OM-r. 

roBBd 

.0227 

.9497 

023041 

-A5i0 

.4067 

"2T0 2dT 

-.1507 

.6123 

•0.0173 

Hit anrfi cfcwci vun 

,|t77 

2432 

3.0216 


.0906 

0.0172 

.1626 

.0436 

0.0305 

Saie iiivkW) 

NA 

NA 


NA 

NA 


.7590 

.0000 

0.0375 

Com urn 

-1.449 

MOO 


-2.219 

.0000 


-2-146 

.0000 


Number of ObtervaxBB 4,33 1 

-2 U.£-likrlibood *J *ro 5,061373 

-2 Loi-iaxiiborxS at mvugeace 4.4 1 1 492 
l ikelihood Ratio Tog StarisQc 649.7(1 

Dcpaas of Freedom (DF) 16 

MeFaddeu'iR* .125 

6,240 10.571 

4,463.187 W3W2S 

3,757448 BJ16.690 

705439 1722.835 

16 17 

.158 173 


were leu likely to be injured compared with passenger-ca: driver* 
in ungle-vchiclt, ran-off-ihe road crashes (regardless of rollover). 
This may be doe to the fact that more crash energy (e g, higher 
speed) is required to cause a passenger car to overture. If the 
passenger -car rollover requires more energ y, then the result} of such 
a rollover may be more severe in terms of injury. However, die most 
pern neat point is that severe injury levels are approximately equal 
(lower for pickup trucks and vans in this study) Therefore, another 
look at the crash-test issue of heavy pickup crocks in crash rests may 
be warranted (i.e.. in current crash rests, (he large pickup is used as 
a substitute for the heavy passenger car used unde* earlier test stan- 
dards). Efforts to mitigate the rollover problem should be directed 
to all vehicle types and not necessarily to a given class of vehicles. 

The analyses of sequence of events hi rollover crashes have pro- 
vided unique information It U impossible, with police-level crash 
data, ta separate the injury level s us tuned from when it occurred. 
Based on the dynamics of a crash, one would assume that an occu- 
pant is more likely to sustain severe injury in a rollover than in the 
impact whb another object (but no rollover). One goal of this research 
was to determine which was more severe in terms of injury — the 
crash sequence involving rollover after impacting a fixed object or 
the sequence involving a rollover without first impacting a fixed 
object The findings indicate that die risk of severe injury is greater 
if the rollover follows an impact with a point or longitudinal object 
than when rollover occurs without or bdorc such an impact. Cle arly, 
this does not imply that we should abandon the use of longitudinal 


barriers to protect dangerous roadsides. Indeed, the authors expect 
that this finding is partially due to the nature of the roadside when 
no point object or barrier is struck. Because each state has a policy 
of protcctirg the worn roadsides with longitudinal barriers, then the 
remaining sections without barriers must, by defininon. be less 
severe than those behind the barriers. Therefore, die rollover com- 
parison is not between barriers and all roadsides: rather, h Is bet ween 
barriers and the less severe roadsides that remain after barrier 
prmecdon is in place. 

Prom • policy viewpoint, the findings support the confirming need 
to design roadside hardware in a way that minimises rollover harm. 
Marc effort should be concentrated on the development and resting 
procedures far the elimination of rollovers. Rollover crashes after 
striking hardware are significantly worse than rollover crashes with- 
out or before such impacts. This fact implies that there may be room 
for improvement in the hardware and that die roadside-safety com- 
munity should continue to develop innovative designs that both 
tmninrize the risk of rollover crashes and lessen the severity of 
rollover crashes that occur. 


CONCLUSION 

This study analyzes the effect of rollovers on driver injury in single- 
vehicle crashes and explore* how injury is influenced by the sequence 
of events leading to a rollover. The snidy is limited by the quality of 
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the police-reported crash files with regard to miss ins cues, self- 
reported variables (Le.. scat-belt use), miscoded variables, and the 
inherent assumptions of logistic regression- However, the authors 
have attempted to control for as many exogenous variables as 
possible by estimating models wuh iheaatrve specif! carom. 

The variables that increase the probability erf aevere injury are 
rob over involvement. passenger csre (as opposed to pickup trucks 
aod vanstootor home*), failure as use a scat bdfi akohol use. day- 
light, rural roads (as opposed to urban), higher speed limit*, and dry 
pavement (as opposed to slick pavement). These variables also 
increase injury severity in rollovers. Additionally, hilling point 
objects or longitudinal objects and then roDing over is more severe 
than rolling over first. The main policy implications are that there is 
potential for designing roadside hardware and clear zones thai 
reduce the chances of rollover crashes. Furthermore, states peed to 
continue their efforts to increase restraint use. In terms of v ehic le 
types, rollover-prevention efforts need to focus on all vehicle types 
•nd pot necessarily on arty given vehicle class. 

Finally, more research it needed on countermeasures such scat- 
belt usage. better ditch design, and mtiovairve curve tt eatmean thai 
prevent roadside excursions. In -depth research ca the effect of spe- 
cific point and longitudinal objects in roBover crashes may also be 
beneficial for comparison with non-rc Hover crashes. 
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Rates of Occupant Deaths in 
Vehicle Rollover 

Importance of Fatality-Risk Factors 

Alan C. Donelson, Karuna Ramachandran, Ki Zhao, and Ann Kaunowski 


Fmlicy-baied rates — for example, the numbers of occupant deaths per 
10,000 registered vehicle years — are often used to compare rise "rwJ- 
world performance" of passenger vehicles. One assumption, often im- 
plicit. is that such raxes refl ect more the «Vrifn or characteristics of 
vehicles and less the human and eavuonraaual £»«oni thai can increase 
the risk of fatality. The purpose of this study wu to imamine. the unper- 
lance of selected fatality-risk factors for the magnitude and meaning 
of fauLty-based rata.. The objective* were to quannfy the influence of 
foalify-rijk factors. to adjust faiality-basaJ nucs far ih*i influence, and to 
assess how well adjusted rates measured differences for various group- 
ing> of vehicles. The focus of this study was on rollovers in ringl> 
vehicle crashes involving lighi-duty trucks. 5aa*oca] models of faialiiy 
nsk were developed with multivariate logistic ragressicn applied to data 
oo single-vehicle rollovers of any severity. Raw counts of occupant fatal- 
ices baaed on data from the fatality aaslysis reporting system were then 
adjusted, filially, the statistical reliability of differences in adjusted rates 
was esumaxed Results indicated that adjusted rates were > very small frac- 
tion of crude rues. Differences in rates for light trucks decreased greatly 
and. in general, became statisucilly insignificant. Studies comparing fatal - 
ity -based reus among vehicles need careful, tiarisoral control of faaort 
that increase the rule of fatal injury. Faul crushes are rare and hove spe- 
cial attributes. Rollover research specific in vehicles would dc well to con- 
centrate on crashes of any seventy, which, for vehicles grouped by make 
and model, demands reference co large-volume Qes maintained by states. 


A definition of fatality-based rates and a discussion of sources of data 
used to estimate these rates introduce this study. 

For occupants of passenger vehicles, the risk of fatal injury is typ- 
ically esdmaied as a rare for ratio) — for example, the numbers of 
fatally injured occupants per some unit of exposure, in the United 
States, counts of fatalities in motor vehicle crashes are complete and 
accurate. Measuring exposure, ibe denominator for a fataJity-blsed 
rate, is far more problematic. Possible measures of exposure include 
the amount of travel expressed as time or distance. Different patterns 
or eondiuons of travel would undoubtedly email various degrees of 
risk of crash involvement and. by extension, risk of fatal injury. 
Unfortunately, available dam oo amounts and patterns of travel are 
inadequate for the purposes of estimating fatality-based rates for dif- 
ferent passenger vehicles. As discussed below, there is an alternative. 
Counts of vehicles registered for on-road use can serve as an indirect 
measure of exposure. Moreover, for ihose interested in the field per- 
formance and safety of motor vehicles, rumbas of crashes or injuries 
per registered vehicle offer a way to directly compare different types 
and makes of vehicles. 

In Ibe United States, the Tniality analysis reporting system (FaRS) 
is the principal source of data on fatal motor vehicle crashes and the 
persons and vehicles involved. Developed and maintained by the 
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NHTSA since 1975. PARS may well be the most accessible, and 
most frequently accessed, source or data on motor-vehicle crashes. 
PARS contains comprehensive, information on virtually all motor 
vehicle crushes on public traffieways that resulted in at least one 
death within 30 days. For research specific to vehicles, among ibe 
most important dam captured by FARS are vehicle identification 
numbers (YINs). Accurately coded VINs permit precise, detailed 
characterizations of cars and tnicks. 

From 1988 through 1996, annual counts of fatal motor vehicle 
crashes (35.000 to 42.000) represented fewer than 1 percent of all 
motor vehicle crashes in the United Stales (i). Fatal motor vehicle 
crashes are truly very rare events. Nonetheless, their seriousness— 
from many perspectives including medical and social to legal and 
economic — along with ever-increasing emphasis on the safety of pas- 
senger vehicles, has nude FARS a usual, if not obligatory, component 
of motor vehicle risk analysis. 

Compl ementing FARS is the national vehicle population profile 
(NVFP). The Polk Company (Polk) hr- compiled tbc NVpp annually 
since the mid- 1 970s from official files of motor vehicle rifles and rw- 
iitrarian provided by the 50 states and the District of Columbia. Tbc 
NVPP is a census of automobiles and light (nicks as of July J each 
year. This massive file eauiaiiu VTN-derived information about tbc 
vehicle (make, model, model year, body style, engine size) and data 
on where registrants reside (scare, county, zip code). Polk makes 
available for purchase hard-copy wid electronic data cm the identity, 
number, and geographic location of registered vehicles. 

For many applications, counts of registered vehicles from the 
NVPP remain the best, if only approximate, measure of exposure to 
the risk of crash involvement. Exposure is usually cal cul»ttd as the 
number of year? of use (or registered vehicle yean). Here, one must 
assume trim a vehicle registered as of July 1 in a given year, whb 
a model year greater than that calendar yen. represents operation 
of the vehicle for one whole year. Along with corresponding data 
from FARS. one can estimate rates of occupant fatalities, or rates of 
involvement in foul crashes, Tot vehicles grouped according to class, 
type, or make and model 

Fatality-based rates are often used as indicators of trends in traf- 
fic safety (J). Expressed «s pa 10.000 registered vehicle years, rates 
of occupant deaths or or vehicles with an occupant fatality are also 
used to compare on-ihe-read expoicDce of ears and light-duty 
trucks (2.J). Many who make such comparisons appear to assume, 
either implicitly or explicitly, that differences in registration- based 
rates of occupant deaths meaningfully reflect influences of vehicu- 
lar factors that can inacasc or decrease the risk of severe crashes. 
Thus, the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (UHS) bat char- 
acterized “driver death rates by vehicle make and model" os "one 
important information source" to assist consumers in shopping for 
*af® passenger vehicles (3). 
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Even among contemporary vehicle* of comparable size and type, 
however, occupant death rales an vary by a facte* of 2 to 3, a fact 
that has occasioned comment by the IIHS itself «J). At the sime 
time, factors like drunken driving and occupant ejection — rep or t ed 
very frequently for persons involved in feral crashes — are known to 
increase the risk of fatality substantially, given crash involvement 
(tf.Tj. Analyse* in which probabilities of outcomes are conditioned 
on die occurrence of crashes (8-10) differ fundamentally from com- 
parative risk studies that use data on vehicle registration to normal- 
ize simple counts of fatal crashes or occupant deaths. The laner kind 
of research is particularly susceptible to possible confounding 
effects of fatality-risk factors (77). 

In summary, raw counts and erode rates of fatalities reflect influ- 
ence* of factors related both to risk of collision and to risk of fetal 
injury. Aims of this study were to examine the importance of selected 
fatality-risk factors. There were three objective*; 

1. To quantify the influence of fatality-risk factors with statistical 
modeling; 

2. To adjust counts or occupant fatalities by taking into account 
statistically, the efTect of fatality-risk factors; and 

3. To estimate how reliably adjusted rates measured remaining 
differences among groups of vehicle*. 

Motor vehicle crashes arc diverse and inherently complex events. 
There are at least four major categories or types of collisions: (frontal, 
side impact, rear cud, and rollover. Because the scope of work in- 
cluded both developing and applying a statistical method, this study 
focused on one type of crash (single-vehicle rollover) and one class 
or vehicle (light-duty trucks). Moreover, for the past 10 yean, roll- 
overs have artracted much atten tion, mostly centered on sport utility 
vehicles. Fatality-based rates have occupied a prominent place in the 
ongoing debate {12.13). 


METHOD 

The approach to this study involved five steps; 

1. Identify factors associated with fatal injury in single-vehicle 
rollovers of any seven cy- 

2. Based on frequency of coding and the strength of association 
with the outcome variable fatal injuty, operationally define and 
select variables for inclusion in statistical models. 

3. Develop and evaluate statistical models for predicting fatal 
injury to occupants in iight-duty trucks involved in single-vehxlc 
rollovers of any severity. 

4. Apply statistical models to data on occupants in fatal single- 
vehicle rollovers, estimate probability of fatal injury, and adjust 
counts and rates for the effect of higher-risk conditions. 

5. Estimate statistical differences in adjusted rates for vehicles 
grouped by type and size and. for selected vehicles, by make and 
model. 

The statistical method developed for and applied in this study is 
detailed below. 

Among the many state motor vehicle crash databases maintained 
by Exponent Failure Analysis Associates, files torn the state of 
Florida ( 1 986-1996) were selected for analysis- Florida has substan- 
tial populations of people and vehicles and, of course, and a corre- 
spondingly large volume of data on motor vehicle crashes. Florida's 
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crash files contained the data needed to identify sod assess fatahty- 
risk fedora, including well-coded VTN*. 

Analysis of descriptive data involved a comprehensive survey of 
information on crashes, vehicles, and occupants. Frequently coded 
factors ■ecnHawri with fetal injury war defined as variables for 
inclusion in statistical models. The GENMOD procedure with logit 
link function in SAS (/d, pp. 249-348) wu used io predict fatality 
for occupants of iight-duty trucks in single-vehicle rollovers. GEN- 
MOD was used instead of die LOGISTIC procedure beca u se the 
variable belt use took three values (belted, unbelted, unknown). Re- 
sults showed that unknown belt use was statistically insignificant 
To obtain goodness-of-fit statistics. LOGISTIC was used. Cases in 
which an occupant was coded unknown belt use were dropped from 
these analyses, and the variable belt use bad only two values (belted, 
not belted). In all instances, results of the two procedures were almost 
identical. 

The risk of fatality in single-vehicle rollovers appeared to be 
strongly associated with total numbers of occupants in ligbl-duiy 
trucks. Percentages of vehicles with a fatally injured occupant were 
2.9, 4.1, 3.8. 8.2, and 1 1 .8 percent for vehicles with 1 to 4 occupants, 
and with 3 to 10 occupants, respectively. Thus, based on vehicle occu- 
pancy, five statistical models were developed. Occupants of vehicles 
coded as having more than 10 occupants were excluded from analy- 
sis. This approach dealr with the increased risk of fatality due simply 
to increased numbers of occupants in a single- vehicle rollover. It also 
accoanted for possible differences in factors associated with vehi- 
cle occupancy per sc (e.g., driver condition and behavior, belt use 
by occupants, time and place of crash). 

The assumption here was thru each occupant's risk of fatal injury 
was independent not only of seating position but also of Ike presence 
of ooc or more other occupants. To some degree, risk of fetal injury 
for individual occupants in single-vehicle rollovers might depend on 
numbers, seating positions, and characteristics of other occupants in 
the vehicle. To account for these factors, however, would require 
treating each vehicle as a cluster for purposes of statistical modeling. 
Estimation of variance in cluster data is not straightforward To pro- 
ceed with analysis would require a robust procedure — for example, 
the ^jackknife.” That method, used in conjunction with logistic 
regression on large sea of data, is computer intensive and. in souk 
cases, not even feasible. Likely effects of such factors were Judged 
negligible for tbc purposes of this study and thus were ignored. 

Data on occupants of light-duty trucks in fatal single- vehicle 
rollovers were nexl extracted from PARS (1978-1996). Statistical 
models developed with data from Florida were applied to estimate 
the probability of death for each occupant. Predictive capabilities of 
the five models were checked against the observed numbers of occu- 
pant fatalities. As expected, the models underpredicted the outcome 
variable fatal injury (see Discussion of Results). Therefore, pre- 
dicted probabilities of death were adjusted in two steps. First, prob- 
abilities of death were estimated far occupants as if they had been 
involved in a baseline (or lower-risk) crash scenario — that is, any 
higher-risk values of explanatory variables were set » Jowei-riak 
values (e.g., drive* drinking to driver not drinking, occupant 
unbelted to occupant belted), and the probability of death was re- 
estimated. Second, to account for likely differences In uaderpre- 
diction among occupants of different group* of vehicles, sums of 
probabilities of death adjusted in the first step were rescaled based 
on actual counts of occupant fatalities. 

Table 1 provides a more formal description of the procedure. It 
presents data on occupants in three fetal single-vehicle rollover* 



395 


PemtlMom a el 


Paper No. W-1159 HI 


TABLE 1 UutntiroorMeZbodforAdjBstingRawFalaliiyCMiats 


Vafeklc 

Gr**n> 

Aeridw 

N»«ber 

Vducie 

Oetapaa? 

Priuabar 

Bah 

Cm? 

Aichcl 
Cm by 
Driver? 

Fatally 

lajnpod 

OocipuiT 

Prtdietad 
Proha bitty 
cf Death 

Adjortvd 

Frebabiliiy of 
Out* 

O 



Hod) 





C 

l 

2 

r _ y« ») “ 

“WUi 

No 

»» 


c 

1 

3 


y«m 


r» 


e 



' N#0) 








Naffl 

No(P) 





J 


V»( 0 J 

n«TO 

No 

ri. 



2 


Mod) 

Ne(ff) 


f- 



3 

1 

NoCO 

'■•in 

No 





2 

Y«(0) 



*n 



i 


Y»<0 



*e 










s.. 





SOcatij 

~ « DcstXj 

IDwto 


( acciden t cumbers 1 , 2, and 3). In the three crashes. vehicles belong- 
ing to Group G had Lhree, four, and three occupants, respectively. 
The fourth and fifth columns indicate the presence or absence of two 
fatality-risk factors — belt use by occupant and alcohol use by the 
vehicle's driver — with Cl) representing a higher-risk coedition and 
(0) representing a lower-risk condition. The sixth column indicates 
whether the occupant was fatally injured. Entries in the seventh col- 
umn represent predicted probabilities of death, estimared wjch either 
the three- or four-occupant models. Entries in the last column rep- 
resent adjusted probabilities of death before rescaling. As mentioned 
above, the initial adjustment for each occupant involved changing 
values of explanatory variables from any higher-risk condition (J) 
to the lower-risk condition ( 0 ) and then reestunnring 6 c probability 
of death. Note that, in this example, the initially adjusted probabil- 
ity of dca 6 is the same for occupants in a given vehicle (e.g„ * 3 for 
occupants in accident number I). In fact baseline risk scenarios 
were defined according to the total number of occupants in a vehi- 
cle. Thus, the adjusted probability is the same for all occupants 6 
all vehicles wj 6 the same total number of occupants (e.g., the six 
occupants in accidents 1 and 3). 

In Table 1, the sum of occupant deaths was six, the sum of pre- 
dicted probabilities of occupant deaths was four, and the sum of 
adjusted probabilities was two. As a second step, initially adjusted 
probabilities were rescaled as indicated by the following ratio: 


Adjusted count of deaths = Y t 
(rescaled) 



- 6 x fats v 4*4 

Pw + Pu *.. * Pii 


3 


0) 


where Y, is cite total number of fatalities observed for vehicle 
Group G. and n, equals ihe total number of occupants for all vehi- 
cles in Group G 6 at contain; occupants. Par example, each vehi- 
cle in accident numbers 1 and 3 has 3 occupants, so n, is 6 . n 4 is 4 , 
and n,. n,. and n, are 0. The probability of death for the tih occupant 
in vehicles with j occupants is p,. estimated by the logistic regres- 
sion model derived from the Florida data, and it, it the probability 
of death at the baseline (or lowest) risk condition in models for 
vehicles with j occupants. 

Based on logistic regression models, the fully adjusted count of 
occupant fatalities for a group of vehicles is given by the following 
equation: 



Y c * 



(21 


where 

Y. - estimated number of occupant fatalities, 

y, » number of observed occupant fatalities, 

a, ” intercept coefficient of the model j (for occupants in 
/-occupant vehicles). 

Pa - coefficient for variable i in the model / (for occupants of 
/-occupant vehicles), 

Xjv *• value of explanatory variable k for 16 occupant (of a total 
of rtj occupants) from a J - occupant vehicle, 

R - number of statistical models (here, based on j occupants la 
a vehicle). 

nj * total number of occupants in vehicles with/ occupants, and 

K = number of explanatory variables in the logistic model. 

Because this study used the same model when there were 5 to 
10 occupants in a vehicle, R * 5. and n, is the sum of n, through e lo . 

Fatality-based rates are frequently expressed at 6 c level of 6 c 
vehicle — for example, numbers of vehicle* with tt lesrr one occu- 
pant fatality per 10.000 registered vehicle years. To es tima te 6 e 
probability of a vehicle having at least one fatally injured occupant, 
one can use 6 e following identity: 

P (at least one fatality in vehicle) M l - J^(l - P/) (3) 

Initially adjusted probabilities for individual vehicles can be 
calculated as: 

P (at least one fatality in vehicle) « 1 - - Jt ; ) (4) 

Here, n equals (he number of occupants in a vehicle, p, equals the 
probability of fatality for the /6 occupant in a vehicle, and k ; equals 
the probability of fatality initially adjusted to the lower risk condition 
for the j 6 occupant in a vehicle. 

After fully adjusting for 6 e influence of fatality-risk factors, we 
compared rates of occupant death for various groups of lighi-dary 
trucks. Rates were calculated by dividing 6 c frilly adjusted count 
of occupant fatalities by 6 c total number of registered vehicle years 
as discussed above. For purposes of comparing rates, we assumed 
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that adjusted fatality mints were Poisson distributed. We adopted 
a widely used approach in epidemiology to con'.L-vU standardized 
mortality rates (SMR) and confidence intervals for the SMR (JS. 
pp. 69-71). These confidence intervals determined whether dif- 
ferences in rates among groups of vehicles were statistically sig- 
nificant. When the observed or fully adjusted counts of fatalities 
were less than or equal to 20. exact confidence bounds for tbe SMR 
of the assumed Paitsoe-disiributed observations [that it. counts of 
fatalities) were used. For coant* of fatalities greater than 20, Byar’s 
approximation to construct confidence li mils used. The two meth- 
ods converge to die same v»luc,i for the lower and upper factor when 
Poisson-distributed observations equal 20 or more US. p. 71). 

RESULTS 

Identification, Assessment, and Selection 
of Fntslhj-Ri&k Facton 

Records containing date on about 55.000 occupants of light-duty 
trucks (pickup tracks, utility vehicles, and vans) in single- vehicle 
rollovers were extracted from motor vehicle crash files from Florida 
(1 986-1 996). Information related to crash, vehicle driver, and other 
occupants was examined for frequency and consistency of coding as 
well as for apparent assoaiuion with fatal injury to occupants. Among 
factors found associated with occupant fatality were the following: 

• Weekend (defined as 10 p.ir. Friday io 4 a.m. Monday). 

• Divided highway. 

* Rural area. 

* Male driver, 

• Curve in road, 

* Nighttime hours (defined as 10 p.m. to 4 a.m.), 
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• Darkness. 

• Posted speed limit 80 km/h (50 mph) or greater. 

• No adverse weather condition, 

• Occupant 65 years or older, 

• Alcohol or drug use by driver. 

• Unbelted occupant, and 

• Occupant ejection. 

Characteristics of fatal single- vehicle rollover* in Florida were 
compared with those found in PARS (Figure 1). In general, pro- 
files composed of selected factors were very similar. Notably, 
occupants oflight-ducy trucks in fatal single- vehicle rollovers in 
Florida were more often reported ejected (78 versus 69 percent 
nationally). Fatal single-vehicle rollovers in Florida had lower 
percentages for both curved roads and higher posted speed limits 
and slightly highei percentages for drinking driver and occupant 
unbelted. 


Development and Evaluation of Statistical Models 

Table 2 presents the five statistical models developed for iighl-duty 
trucks involved in single- vehicle rollovers of any reverity and 
grouped by number of occupants. The total number of occupants 
included in these analyses was 54,830. About 60 percent of the vehi - 
clcs had only ore occupant and about 25 percent had two occupants. 
About 10 percent of all occupants were in vehicles with between 
5 and 1 0 occupants. The models differed somewhat in the number 
and identity of explanatory variables. Among the variables, occu- 
pant ejection and elderly occupant bad tbe greatest predictive 
strength, followed by not belted and alcohol use by driver. Values 
of statistics on gaodness-of-fit indicated that each model was highly 
reliable and had goad predictive capability. 



ifars □Florida"’ 


SOURCE: FARS, 1978-1996, n = 57,515; Florid* oo®r vehicle acridaai Sire, 1986-1996, o* 1,412. 1 km - 0.62 mi. 


FIGURE 1 Percentage of occupants fatally injured in single-vehicle rollovers with higher-risk eondi tion 
for selected fMScrs. 
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TABLE 2 St»0*-V«a»cl* RcJltrv»r* lir*otvinf Ugt*<-Dcty Trucks taFterkii (19&-1996Y. Lagiitic Rj^tisswb Mtd*±s of Fatal Injury to Occupants 
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Application of Statistical Models and Adjustment 
for Fatality-Risk Factors 

Information on about 1 10,000 occupants of light-duty trucks in fauj 
single-vehicle rollovers was initially extracted from FARS (1978- 
3996). Statistical models presented in Table 2 were first applied to 
predict the probability of death for each occupant in lighi-duiy trucks 
grouped by n umb er of occupants. Note that permutations of explana- 
tory variables gave rise to many risk, scenarios for occupants in light- 
duty trucks. A scenario is a unique combination of risk conditions 


defined by the fatality-risk factors (that is, the explanatory variables). 
For example, Tabic 3 lists the 48 passible scenarios for occupants of 
vehicles that had only one occupant (see also Table 2). Scenario 22 
was the baseline scenario for calculating relative odds of death for 
the other scenarios. At least one occupant was found in all but one 
scenario (Scenario 48). Scenario 19. with odds of death 3290.9 rela- 
tive to baseline Scenario 22. had higher-risk conditions for all five 
explanatory variables. Scenario 21, with relative odds of death of 0.5. 
had lower-risk values for all variables. The highest number of occu- 
pants was found in Scenario 1 (7,118; 28 percent of all occupants in 


TABLE 3 Relative Odds of Death for Occupants of Light-Duty Tracks In Ftul Single- Vehicle Rollover*: Occupants of Vehicles 
vrith Only Ore Occupant 
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SOURCE: US Department of Trwupoitalkni. Fatality Analysis Repomag System (FARS), 1978-1996. 
"Odds of dndi relative to bueime scotario (co. 22). 
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si ngle-occupent vehicles). Scenario l also bad substantially elevated 
relative odds of death (4?0.l). Higher-nik conditions included urn 
belted, drinking driver, occupant ejected, higher-fpeod roadway, but 
not elderly occupant. 

The method was then applied to occupants of groups of vehicles 
further defined by characteristics of type and size. A subset of occu- 
pant records was selected from PARS (1979-1995) for light-duty 
trucks, model year 1978 or later, with make, series, model, body 
Style, and wheel drive coded and licked to corresp on ding dau on 
registered vehicle* from Polk. Occupants in fatal single-vehicle 
rollovers were subgrouped by characteristics of their vehicle — that 
is, by type and size or. for analysis of specific vehicles, by make and 
model. The statistical question posed for each occupant might best 
be expressed as follows: 

Qutuion: But for the reported pre««e=e of highcr-ndt conditions 
defined by fauliry- risk hc.ixt (eg., unbelted ejection, drinking dnm). 

*h « was the probobiljiy that the occupant would have received fata! 
injuries? 

A? the level of the vehicle, the corresponding question was 

But for higher-risk condition* reported for each of a vehicle's occu- 
pant. whai w*i the probability the rollover crash would have been 
included in FARS at all? 

Rams based on fully adjusted counts of occupant fatalities were 
then compared among groups of vehicles. 

Tables 4. 5. and 6 present findings from analyses of occupants 
in light-duty trucks. (Findings from vehicle-level analyses, not pro- 
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Mated here, were very similar to those from occn part-based analy- 
ses.) Groups of light Buck* were defined by type (pickup trucks, udl- 
by vehicles, and vans); size (according to length of wheelbase), and. 
for pickup trucks *od utility vehicles, by wheel drive (four-wheel 
drive verms two-wheel drive). The footnote » Table A defines size 
for groups of vehicles in Tables 4 and 5. Each table presents dau on 
tool exposure in registered vehicle years, raw and fully adjusted 
counts of occupants, and n* and fully adjusted rates of fatality. In 
Table 4, n«ng the SMR with confidence intervals estimated, each 
group of trucks is compared with the avenge for light trucks included 
in the analysis. Tabic 5 compares group* of light trucks with aver- 
ages for the three types of lighi-duty trucks. In Table 6. the analysis 
was extended to pickup trucks and utility vehicles identified by make 
and model. 

In general, rates of occupant deaths fully adjusted for fatality-risk 
factors were a small fraction of raw rates. ranging from 1.0 to 2J per- 
cent Absolute differences among groups of vehicles decreased 
greatly, whether in reference to the average for light-duty trucks as a 
class (Table 4) or to the average for light-duty trucks grouped by type 
(Tible 5). Four groups of vehicles had adjusted rates that were sig- 
nificantly higba than the average for all light-duty trucks included in 
the analysis. For comparisons within type of truck, only one group 
among pickup trucks (small. 4x4) and one group among utility vehi- 
cles (small, 4x4) had adjusted rates significantly above avenge for 
their type. 

For vehicles specified by make and model (Table 6). rates of 
occupant deaths fully adjusted for fatality-risk factors were also 
greatly reduced, ranging from 0.9 to 1 .6 per ce nt of corresponding 
raw rites. Again, absolute differences among pickup trucks and util- 
ity vehicles decreased greatly. With one vehicle having a higher- than- 


T/vBLE 4 Occupant Deaths hi Smcic-Vehick Rollovers — Raw Rates tnd Rates Adjusted for Fatality-Risk Factors: Light-Duty Trucks 
Grouped by Type and Stic Compared with Average for Tracks 
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Raw 

Rata 

Adjusted 

Rate 

Standardized 

Mortality 

Ratio 

Lower Upper 
Bound Bound 

[Vehicle Groups Compared to Average forUght-Duty Trucks 


ETlTITrjrTl 

TXU3 

«Trn 

393 

0.63 

0.009 

1.00 


— 

Pickup Truck, Large. 4X2 

61.587,414 

5,356 

3,163 

38 

031 

0.006 

0.69 

049 

0.95 

Pickup Truck. Large, 4X4 

34.951.231 

3,957 

2,371 

26 

0.58 

0.007 

0.85 

0.55 

1.24 

Pickup Truck, Medium. 4X2 

64.454.S51 

8.320 

3.696 

47 

0-57 

0.007 

0.82 

0.60 

1.06 

Pickup Truck, Medium, 4X4 

17.330.702 

2,952 

1.674 

20 

0.97 

0.012 

1.32 

0.81 

2.04 

Pickup Truck. Small, 4X2 

63,966,141 

6,264 

4.919 

59 

0.70 

o.ooe 

0.96 

0.73 

134 

Pickup Truck, Small, 4X4 

16,746.292 

4,4 f 3 

2,553 

31 

1.52 

0.019 

2.11 

144 

3.00 

Utility Vehicle, large, 4X2 

4.734,546 

500 

219 

5 

0.46 

0.010 

1.16 

038 

2.70 

Utility Vehicle, Large, 4X4 

2,661,060 

309 

126 

3 

0.47 

0.010 

1.13 

033 

Ml 

Utility Vehicle, Medium, 4X2 

6,381,827 

1,344 

631 

11 

0.99 

o.oi e 

2.00 

1-03 

3.50 

Utility Vehicle. Medium, 4X4 

43,653.011 

6.259 

2.969 

48 

0.68 

0.011 

U4 

032 

1JS6 

Utility Vehicle, Small. 4X2 

913,527 

482 

229 

3 

2.51 

0.038 

4.33 

1.18 

11.10 

Utility Vehide. Small, 4X4 

13,740.872 

4,923 

2,551 

34 

1.96 

0.025 

2.62 

136 

3.94 

Van. Large 

32.670,397 

3,278 

1,068 

25 

0.33 

0.C0B 

0.85 

0.55 

1.27 

Van, Small 

76,100.805 

5,429 

2.126 

47 

0.28 

0.006 

0.70 

0.51 

0.93 


She of light-duty trucks: 

Pickups: Small, whcelbaro Ins than of eqial to 2.85 a (112 a.); mod: urn, XI5 m (11X1 in.) - 3.05 a (120 in.); kijt, gruur than 3.05 m (120 in.). 
Utility Vehicles; Snail wheelbase leu nun 2M mfjOO in.); medium. 2J4 a (1 00 in.) - 3415 a (120 bl); 5***, |- eater then 3.05 m (120 in.). 
V*w: Small wheeibaet l*esdwnore<jt«lKi34JSm(120TnO;laq*.ar«aiertJao3J5m(120in.). 

Wheeldnve: two-wheel <Jri-t «2; four-wheel drive. 4o4. 

In Tables 4~6(htdishet represent lhat (here •« »o upper and lower bounds for (he reference value of 1.00. 
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TABLE 5 Occupant Deaths in Smcto-v«hick Ml wn-K i* Eata ad Raw A (pasted tor Fatality- Risk Futon: UfM-Doty Trudu 
Grouped by Type aad So* Compared with Avsrafefer Type ofTrurit 


Vehicle Groups 

Tears 
of Use 

Tefal 

Occupants 

Occupant 

Fatalities 

Adjusted 

FeisiHy 

Count 

Raw 

Rate 

Adjusted 

Rate 

Standardised 

Mortality 

Retie 

Lower Upper 
Bound Bound 

Groups o? Pickup Trucks Compered to Average tor Pickup Truck* 


2S5.Q16.431 

31271 

It, 378 

221 

D.6S 

0.008 

1.00 

- — 

— 

Pickup Truck, Large, 4X2 

81.587.414 

S.356 

3.163 

36 

0.51 

0.006 

0.73 

0.52 

1.01 

Pickup Truck, Large, 4X4 

54,951231 

3,957 

2.371 

26 

0.88 

0,007 

0.90 

<L58 

1-31 

Pickup Truck. Medium, 4X2 

84.454.851 

6.329 

3,686 

47 

0.57 

0.007 

0.87 

0.64 

1.16 

Pickup Truck. Medium, 4X4 

17,333702 

2,852 

1.674 

20 

097 

0-012 

1.40 

0.16 

2.16 

Pickup Truck. Small, 4X2 

69.966,141 

8264 

4.910 

59 

0.70 

0.008 

1.01 

0.77 

1.31 

Pickup Truck, Small 4X4 

16,748292 

4.413 

2.553 

31 

1,52 

0.019 

2.24 

1fi2 

3.17 

Groups of Sport Utility Vehicles Compared to Average for Sport Utility Vehicles 


72,094,843 

13,907 

€.726 

104 

0.83 

0.014 

1.00 

— 

— 

Utility Vehicle, Large. 4X2 

4.734,546 

580 

219 

5 

0.46 

0.010 

0.71 

0.23 

1.65 

Utility Vehtde. Large, 4X4 

2,661.060 

309 

128 

3 

047 

0.010 

0.89 

0.14 

2.02 

Utility Vehicle. Medium, 4X2 

6.301,827 

1,344 

631 

11 

098 

0.019 

1.22 

0,63 

2.14 

Utility Vehicle, Medium, 4X4 

43.653,011 

6258 

2369 

48 

0.66 

0.011 

0.76 

0.66 

1.01 

Utility Vehicle. Small, 4X2 

813,527 

482 

229 

3 

251 

0.038 

2.65 

0.72 

8.79 

Utility Vehicle, Small. 4X4 

1 3.740, B72 

4,823 

2.551 

34 

1.86 

0.025 

1.73 

1.20 

2-41 

Groups of Vans Compared to Average for Vans 


108,771,202 

" ■ms 

3.194 

71 

0-28 


1.00 

_ 

_ 

Van, Large 

32.670,397 

3.278 

1.068 

25 

0.33 

0.008 

1.16 

0.74 

1.70 

Van. Small 

76.10D.B0S 

5.429 

2.126 

47 

0.28 

0 006 

0.94 

0.69 

1.25 


TABLE £ Occupant Deaths to Siaglc-V«fucie Rollover* — Raw Rates and Rata Adjusted for FauJltv-Rkk Factors: Comparisons qr Light-Duty 
Tmeiu Defined by Make, Model, and Ranee of Model Yean 


Vehicle Maks, Model, 

Model Tear Range 

Tears 
of Use 

Total 

Occupants 

Occupant 

Fatalities 

Adjusted 

Fatality 

Count 

Raw Adjusted 
Rate Rate 

Standardised Lower Upper 
Mortality Ratio Bound Bound 

jl987-1990 Ford Bronco II 4*2 Compared to Selected Sport Utility Vehicles 

1SC7-60 Ford Bronco 1! 4x2 

■EH5ZH 

374 



2.71 

0.043 

1.00 


— 

1 978-86 Jeep CJ7 4x4 

2,966.246 

1.324 

687 

8.16 

2.30 

0.031 

1.40 

0.29 

4.10 

1984-90 Ford Bronco II 4x4 

5,057,413 

1.45B 

751 

9.99 

1.48 

0.020 

2.18 

0.45 

6.27 

19B3-94 Chevrolet S10 Blazer 4x2 

2,717.496 

696 

343 

5,35 

1.26 

0.020 

2.19 

0A5 

GAO 

1 967-94 Jeep Wrangler 4x4 

1 ,464.660 

338 

171 

2.09 

1.15 

0.014 

3.06 

0.S3 

894 

1986-94 Suzuki Samurai 4x4 

1.300,025 

230 

127 

1.55 

0.93 

0.012 

3 81 

0.74 

10.54 

1963-89 Chevrolet T10 Blazer 4*4 

6.139.472 

839 

397 

6.S2 

0.05 

0.011 

4.06 

0.44 

11.04 

1984-1986 Nissan 720 Short Bed 4*4 Compared to Selected Pickup Trucks 









114 

70 

■>rM 

PH 

1 

MKIvJH 



— 

19&4-8S Toyota RN60 Short Bed 4x4 

660,570 

381 

206 

2.35 

3.12 

0.036 

0.67 

0X2 

3.71 

1986-94 Nissan D21 Short Bed 4x4 

558.648 

160 

97 

1.05 

1.74 

0.019 

1.27 

0.03 

7.06 

19B3-87 Ford Ranger 4x4 (no super cab) 

1.967,050 

512 

319 

3.28 

1.61 

0.017 

1.44 

0.04 

8.01 

1983-84 Ford Ranger 4a2 (no super cab) 

12.100,787 

1212 

1,296 

14.64 

1.D7 

0.012 

1.96 

0.05 

10.94 

1 982-86 Dodga D50/Ram 50 4*4 

526.289 

88 

53 

0.60 

1.01 

0.011 

2.08 

0.05 

11J6 

1806-94 Nissan D21 Short Bed 4x2 

3,356.081 

512 

315 

3.37 

0 94 

0.010 

2^8 

0.06 

13.1* 

1964-88 Toy ola RN50 Short Bed 4*2 

3,155.518 

504 

283 

3.32 

0.90 

0.011 

226 

0.06 

12.67 

1966-07 Ford Ranger 4*4 (super cab) 

451.962 

63 

35 

0.53 

0.77 

0.012 

2.02 

0.05 

11-27 

1979-93 Dodge D50/Ram 50 4x2 

3.580,399 

420 

257 

3.26 

0.72 

0.009 

2-62 

0.07 

14.S6 

1983-87 Chevrolet T10 4x4 find. ext cab) 

1,833.535 

219 

131 

1.47 

0.71 

0.008 

2.96 

0.07 

16X9 

1982-90 GMC SI 5/1 500 find, ext cab) 4*2 

2.523.817 

265 

170 

2.01 

0.67 

0.008 

2.9B 

0.08 

16.80 

IB 82 -94 Chevrolet SI 0 4*2 find, ext cab) 

13,283.050 

1,444 

881 

10.55 

0.66 

0.003 

ZB9 

0X8 

16.66 

1 980-86 Nissan 720 Short Bed 4x2 

3.357.324 

351 

SOB 

2.71 

0.82 

0.008 

2J35 

0,07 

16.41 

1983-90 GMC T1500 find, ext cab) 4x4 

578.606 

45 

34 

0,29 

0.59 

0.005 

4.75 

0.12 

WAS 

1936-94 Ford Ranger 4x2 (super cab) 

2.471.685 

215 

110 

1.73 

0.45 

0.007 

3.39 

0.09 

18.6* 
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average rate serving as reference, results for comparison vehicles 
indicated that rues adjusted for fatality-risk factors did not differ 

significantly 

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 

Thu study dealt generally with the magnitude and meaning of 
fatality-based rates. Of specific concern were rates (c) that define 
as numerator ca&es having two (or more) key dimensions — here, 
faulity (severity of injury) and rollover (type of crash) — and. Fur- 
ther, (b) that uie as denominator a measure of exposure with no 
constraint! on either dimension (e.g., numbers of vehicles regis- 
tered overtime). To explain differences in rates of fatal rollover, 
therefore, requires consideration of two sers of factors: fatality-risk 
factors and rollover-risk factors. Certain factors may well be mem- 
bers of both sets. For example, drunken driving it associated with 
increased risk of fatal injury, given crash involvement. Impairment 
by alcohol also appears to increase the likelihood that crashes will 
result in rollover. Absent statistical control, the relative importance 
of these secs of factors to observed rates remains indeterminate. 

The primary criterion fta including motor vehicle crashes in FAIRS 
is fatal injury to one or more persons involved. Thus, the very choice 
of cases of interest — occupants of light-duty trucks in fatal single- 
vehicle rollovers — increases the likelihood of finding fatality-nsk 
factors. Indeed, factors such as drinking driven, failure to use seat 
belts, ejection, and higher-speed roadways are found with remarkable 
frequency in fatal single- vehicle rollovers. 

Uncritical use of crude faulity rates to infer causes of differ- 
ences in rates, with no statistical control over fatality-risk factors, 
appears to invite error and misinterpretation. For example, some 
vehicles might have disproportionate numbers of unbelted occu- 
pants involved in crashes; other vehicles may have higher-than- 
average rates of involvement in more severe crashes. The greater 
the emphasis on type of crash, as opposed to severity of injury, the 
more researchers must guard against possible confounding by 
fatality-risk factors. The question addressed by this study, there- 
fore, was the extent to which fatality-risk factors influenced the 
magnitude of rates such as occupant deaths in single-vehicle 
rollovers per 10,000 registered vehicle years and fatal single- 
vehiclc rollovers per 10,000 registered vehicle years 

To identify fatality-risk factors and to develop statistical models 
predictive of ratal injury to vehicle occupants, one muse analyze 
data on crashes of any severity. Motor vehicle crash files from the 
state of Florida provided a large volume of well-coded data for this 
study. Examination of selected fatality-risk factors indicated' dur 
fatal single-vehicle rollovers and involved persons in Florida shared 
much the same profile as those reported in FARS for the United States 
as a whole. This finding suggested that what fatal single-vehicle 
rollovers hive in common — for example, high frequencies of drink- 
ing driven, unbelted occupants, occupant ejections, and higher-speed 
roadways — probably overwhelms differences that might have arisen 
otherwise among the stares. Thus, it appears likely that statistical 
models developed with data from other states will closely replicate 
those reported here. 

The procedure for adjusting raw counts of. fatalities warrants 
detailed discussion. The adjustment involved two steps. The pre- 
dicted probability of death was first adjusted to a lower-risk reference 
stale. The initially adjusted probability was then mealed in relation 
to actual numbers of deaths observed. The rationale for rescaling the 
adjusted probability of death involved three considerations: 


TXANSFORTATiON RESEARCH RECORD 065 

1. Ttte fundamental difference between predicting fatality given 
a single-vehicle rollover of any severity and predicting a fatality in a 
case known to be a fatal single-vehicle rollover, selected by a system 
that uses death as a criterion far inclusion (i,c., FARS): 

2. The number and nature of factors that can influence the 
probability of death, given a single-vehicle rollover, and 

3. The extent to which police-reported data, as computerized 
in motor vehicle crash files, identify factors that can influence the 
probability of fatality. 

FARS achieves an annual census of fatal single-vehicle rollovers. 
For each case, one knows with absolute certainty that several or 
more injury -risk facrars have somehow contributed to the death of 
ai least one occupant. FARS. however, does not provide data suffi- 
cient to describe bow and why occupants died. Although FARS con- 
tains information on some of the injury-risk factors that may be 
involved in cases, one will find no data whatsoever on many other 
injury-risk factors, that could have been involved. 

Most rollovers that result in fatal injury are very complex events — 
especially fen the movements of, and mechanisms of injury to, both 
belted and unbelted occupants. Even cartful reconstructions of such 
crashes can leave many specific questions about causes of fatal injury 
unanswered. For example, bow a person sustained fatal injury, even 
the person's initial seszzng position and portal of ejection, may not be 
ascertained. 

Police do capture and report data on many key factors that prove 
to be strongly associated with fatal injury to occupants of light-duty 
trucks— given a single- vehicle rollover of any severity. As demon- 
strated in this study, statistical models with good predictive capa- 
bility can be developed with police-reported data. Nonetheless, 
statistical models that do well in estimating probability of death 
given a single-vehicle rollover of any severity will invariably un- 
daprcdtci the probability of death among occupants in fatal singie- 
v chicle rollovers. Many other injury-risk factors can and do affect 
the likelihood of a fatality. 

The extent of undcipredietion could vary among specific groups of 
vehicles. If risk of occupant fatality arises mostly from the influence 
of explanatory variables included in statistical models, the amoont of 
mukrpTcdiccion may be less than average. If, however, risk of occu- 
pant fatality reflects greater influence of explanatory variables not 
included in the models— or the effect of factors for which no data are 
available for analysis— then the amount of underpredicrion may be 
greater dun average. 

In summary, die intern of rescaling initially adjusted probabilities 
of death based on actual counts of fatalities was to retain the effect 
of injury-risk factors not included as explanatory variables in statis- 
tical models. To ignore likely contributions of such factors could 
introduce substantial bias in comparisons among groups of vehicles. 
Therefore, the two-step procedure of adjusting raw counts of fatal- 
ities bad a twofold purpose: to take into account effects of explana- 
tory variables included in statistical models, and to minimize bias 
when calculating SMRs. 

Resulis obtained by applying statistical models to occupants of 
light-duty trucks in fatal single-vehicle rollovers indicated that 
selected fatality-risk factors greedy influenced total counts and, bv 
extension, observed rates of occupant deaths. Of interest, the magni- 
tude of downward adjustment of rates was comparable for all groups 
of vehicles, with adjusted rates ranging from about 1 .0 to 2_5 percent 
of crude rates, Adjusting raw counts of occupant fatalities also re- 
duced statistical differences among vehicle- groups. The smaller the 
group of vehicles defined, the less likely adjusted counts would yield 
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stifisucaliy meaningful comparisons. The smallest groups of vehi- 
cles compared were selected seu of pickup trucks and utility vehi- 
cles identified by make, model, and wheel drive. In each set. raes of 
occupant deaths adjusted for the influence of fauliiy-risk factors 
could not distinguish a vehicle with the highest rue from those with 
relatively tower rates Questions a bean mnsbeal significance aside, 
even for larger groupings erf vehicle*, abcahse differences in adjust- 
ed rates were so small ts to have no practical value in assessing or 
comparing their on-thc-road experience. 

Li conclusion, studies that compare fatality-based rates among 
vehicles need careful suusfieai control of factor* that increase Jberisk 
of fatal injury. Given the rarity anti die special eharaetezisbes of fatal 
crashes, research on the real -world performance of vehicles would do 
well to concentrate on crashes of any severity and m avoid use of data 
from FARS For studies of vehicle rollover, comparisons of vehicles 
specified by make and model demand reference toYiai* from largo- 
volume motor vehicle crash files produced by state transportation 
agendes. 
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BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A. 

VALENCIA- VENEZUELA 

FAX (58-41)385577 
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VALENCIA, MAY 9™, 2000 





TO: MR. ART STUART - BFOE 

MR. JOHN BEHR - BFOE 

CC: MR. DAVE THOMAS - LEGAL DPT 

MR. H. HORTON - LEGAL DPT. 

MR. G. FERESTAD - BFVZ 

MS. A. C. COLMENAREZ - BFVZ LEGAL 
MR. O. BENITEZ - BAKER & MCKENZIE 

FROM: JORGE A. GONZALEZ 

SUBJECT: FORD PROPOSAL 


AS AGREED DURING THE MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY' MAY 5™. YESTERDAY 
AFTERNOON THE FOLl.OV.TNG PEOPLE TOOK PART IN A MEETING AT FORD: 

MS. ANA CECILIA COLMENAREZ - BFVZ LEGAL COUNSEL 
MR. OMAR BENITEZ - BAKER AND MC KENZIF. PARTNER 
MR. OSCAR RODRIGUEZ - BFVZ SALES DIRECTOR . 

MR. PEDRO MARTINEZ - BFVZ OE SALES MANAGER. 

WHEN WE VISITED FORD TO PRESENT THE LETTER STATING OUR PROPOSAL. FORD 
VENEZUELA PRESIDENT MR. E. CASSINGENA AGREED TO HAVE A MEETING 
IMMEDIATELY’ TO DEFINE AMONG THE LEGAL COUNSELORS OF THE TWO 
COMPANIES THE APPROACH TO TAKE IN ATTENDING CUSTOMERS TO AVOID 
CONFLICTING STATEMENTS AND MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND DEFINE OTHER 
ISSUES COVERED IN THE LE'iTF.R. 

UPON THEIR ARRIVAL AT FORD. I AM TOI.D THAT OUR PEOPLE FOUND A VERY 
AGGRESSIVE ATTITUDE ON THE PART OF FORD PERSONNEL IN PARTICULAR THE 
PRESIDENT OF FORD VENEZUELA WHO INSISTED THAT BFVZ HANDLE TIIF. 
REPLACEMENT OF TIRES THROUGH ITS DEALER NETWORK AND OFFER THE 
PEOPLE THAT HAVE EXPERIENCED P ROB LEMS WITH THE VEHICLE THE 
REQUIRED EXPLANATION 

FORTUNATELY OUR LAWYERS WERE PRESENT AND HAD BEEN BRIEFED ON THE 
SITUATION AND ADVISED FORD REPRESENTATIVES THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE 
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BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANa C.A. 

VALENCIA- VENEZUELA 
FAX (58-41)385577 
PHONE (58-41)332244 

MEETING WAS TO DEFINE THE STATEMENT TO BE ISSUED TO CUSTOMERS AND rT 
APPEARED THAT INSTEAD THEY WERE READY TO STATE THAT THE TIRE WAS THE 

ONLY CAUSE OF THE PROBLEMS FACED WITH EXPLORERS AND WASH THEIR 
HANDS. OUR LAWYERS TOOK THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REMIND THEM THAT THE 
SAME TIRE IN THE SAME DESIGN "WILDERNESS". IS FITTED ON GRAND BLAZERS 
AND TOYOTA AUTANAS WHICH DO NOT ROLL OVER EVEN IN CASES OF TIRE 
FAILURE AND THAT IN THE CASE OF IS" TIRES ALL CHEVROLET BLAZERS ARE 
EQUIPPED WITH FIRESTONE TIRES AND THEY DO NOT ROLL OVER EITHER. AT THE 
END OF THE MEETING THEY ADVISED ALL PARTICIPANTS THAT THEY WOULD 
HAVE TO CONSULT WITH ME AND ULTIMATELY WITH OUR HEAD OFFICE. I HAVE 
ASKED OUR LAWYERS TO PREPARE A FULL REPORT OF THE MEETING AND 
FORWARD IT TO YOU AND H. HORTON IN CASE OF ANY FUTURE QUESTIONS. 

IN A NUTSHELL. IT APPEARS THAT NOW FORD VENEZUELA WANTS TO TURN THE 
TABLES AND INSTEAD OF THIS BEING A PROPOSAL TO HELP RESOLVE A PROBLEM 
THEY WANT TO BLAME BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE FOR THEIR PROBLEMS. BASED 
ON THE ITEMS DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING AND A CONVERSATION OF OUR 
SALES DIRECTOR. OSCAR RODRIGUEZ WITH FORD PURCHASING DIRECTOR MR. 
HECTOR RODRIGUEZ, FORD'S POSITION CAN BF. DEFINED AS FOLLOWS: 



- FOV WILL NOT INSTALL THE NEW TIRE ON THE NEW VEHICLES COMING OFF 
THE ASSEMBLY LINE. 

- FOV WANTS THE TIRES AT NO CHARGE. 

- FOV DOES NOT ACCEPT ANY CONDITIONS. 

- THEY EXPECT BFVZ TO REPLACE THE TIRES, NO QUESTIONS ASKED. SIMILAR 
TO A "SILENT RECALL". 

- OUR CONDITION OF CORRECTING THE SUSPENSION PRIOR TO INSTALLING THE 
NEW BRIDGESTONE TIRES IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO THEM EVEN THOUGH FOV 
CONTINUES WITH THE SO CALLED ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM IN EFFECT 
THROUGHOUT VENEZUELA USING GOODYEAR TIRES, BUT IT APPEARS THAT 
THEY DO NOT WANT TO APPLY TT TO THE BRIDGESTONE TIRES. IT IS NOT 
CLE.AR WHAT DO THEY INTEND TO DO 

ONCE YOU HAVE SEEN THE REPORT FROM OUR. LAWYERS, IT WOULD BE 

ADVISABLE TO LET FORD DEARBORN KNOW OF THE POSITION ADOPTED BY FOV. 

ALL ITEMS CONSIDERED. MY RECOMMENDATION IS THAT WE GO BACK TO JUDY 

SULLIVAN AND ADVISE THAT WE HAVE MADE THE OFFER BUT THEY DID NOT 

ACCEPT IT. 

FROM OUR PERSPECTIVE, IF THEY DO NOT ACCEPT TO MODIFY THE SUSPENSION 

PRIOR TO INSTALLING THE NEW BRIDGESTONE TIRES. I DO NOT RECOMMEND TO 

GO AHEAD SINCE WE KNOW FOR A FACT THAT THE VEHICLE MAY ROLL OVER 
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BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A. 

VALENCIA-VENEZUELA 
FAX (58-41)385577 
PHONE (58-41 >332244 


WITH ANY TIRE BRAND AND IT WOULD PUT IN JEOPARDY THE BRIDGESTONE 
BRAND IN VENEZUELA. 


I SINCERELY QUESTION THEIR INTENTIONS PARTICULARLY CONSIDERING THAT 
THEY ARE GOING AHEAD WITH THE ENHANCEMENT PACKAGE INSTALLING AND 
CHARGING FOR GOODYEAR TIRES WHILE THEY ARE NOT WILLING TO DO IT WITH 
OUR PRODUCT AND rN ADDITION KNOWING THAT TN VENEZUELA THERE ARE 
MANY UNCONTROLLABLE FACTORS SUCH AS IGNORED SPEED LIMITS, EXTREME 
HEAT, POOR TIRE CARE, BAD TIRE REPAIRS, POOR ROADS AND A RECOMMENDED 
AIR PRESSURE ON THE EXPLORERS OF 28 PSI. 

PLEASE ADVISE YOUR THOUGHTS AND RECOMMENDATION. CONSIDERING THAT 
FOV HAS BEEN MODIFYING THE SUSPENSION, OUR INTENTION WAS TO GO ALONG 
WITH YOUR PROPOSAL TO APPEASE AND HELP FORD DUE TO OUR LONG BUSINESS 
RELATIONSHIP BUT IT APPEARS THAT THEY WANT BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE TO 
SOLVE THEIR PROBLEMS. 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS 


BEST REGARDS, 


JORGE A GONZALEZ 
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The Real Root Cause of the Ford/Firestone Tragedy: 
Why the Public is Still At Risk 

April 35. 200! 

Summary 

This report examines why Firestone tires on Ford Explorers are experiencing abnormally high 
rates of tread separations* and why these separations cause catastrophic rollover crashes that maim 
and kill drivers and passengers. 

Based on an analysis of all of the available evidence, the tires fail because they are poorly 
designed. These design problems are exacerbated in some instances by poor quality control in the 
lire manufacturing process, importantly, design and production deficiencies appear in Firestone's 
Wilderness AT tires regardless of the tire’s size or plant of manufacture, in contrast to the repeated 
claims of Ford and firestone, according to Firestone’s own expert. Dr. San jay Gmindiee. the non* 
Decatur-made Wilderness AT fires may actually be more prone to tread separations than those 
manufactured in Firestone's Decatur. Illinois plant. The devastating rollover crashes occur because 
the poor design of the Ford Explorer makes is difficult for motorists to maintain control of their 
vehicle if a tire's tread belts separate from the tire. 

Although both Ford and Firestone are to blame for the multitude of deaths associated with the 
lethal combination of this tire and vehicle, the real problem begins and ends with Ford Motor 
Company , Many of the key decisions were made by Ford: Ford created the original and continuing 
performance specifications for Firestone’s tires: Ford chose to let air out of the tires to cosmetically 
fix a serious problem that caused the Explorer's wheels to lift off the ground in turns: Ford’s request 
triggered an effort to take weight out of the tire after their reduction in the tire's inflation pressure 
harmed the Explorer’s fuel economy, and Ford ignored every opportunity to fix the rollover and 
stability problems that plague their Explorer vehicle, despite many loud and continuous signals that 
such changes were needed to protect vehicle occupants. 

Although Firestone’s role in the debacle cannot be downplay ed, the "root” of the problem Sics 
with Ford Motor Company. 

L Recommendations/Objectives 

A< Really “Making it Right'*: Recalling All of the Defective Tires Is the Only Way 

On A ugust 9 , 2000. Ford and Firestone announced the recall of ft,5 million tires. Their recall 
included all 15-inch ATX 11 tires and those 15- inch Wilderness AT tires manufactured by 
Bridgestone 'Firestone at a Firestone plant in Decatur, Illinois {the “‘Decatur Plant"). The tires had 
been sold as original equipment on Ford's Explorer sports utility vehicle, and manufactured according 
to specifications from Ford. At that time, the companies* jointly had decided that Decatur was the 
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appropriate focus for a recall of Wilderness AT tires, thus excluding millions of identical tires made 
in Firestone’s Wilson. North Carolina and Joliette. Quebec. Canada plants. This decision regarding 
the scope of the recall was later ostensibly justified by both Ford’s and Firestone s ‘'root cause*’ 
reports, issued in December. 2000. and January . 2001. 

This report constitutes the consumer reply to the official Ford Firestone story.* Its findings 
should cause grav e concern about the limited scope of the tire recall conducted thus far. and about 
potential Haws in the millions of Firestone Wilderness AT replacement tires that have, since August, 
been retro-fitied on Ford Explorers. As this report documents in great detail, the initial recall should 
have included all 15-inch and 16-inch Wilderness AT tires used on Ford Explorers, regardless of the 
plant of manufacture. 

This report reveals that Ford and Firestone’s own data and the defect investigation database 
developed by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) show that the recalled 
Wilderness AT tires made in Decatur are no worse, and may in fact be better, than non-recalled 
Wilderness A1 tires that were manufactured at Firestone’s other plants. 

Firestone's latest public relations campaign promises to "make it right" on consumer safety 
i '"■lies by upgrading manufacturing and quality control measures, "for as long as it takes to gain the 
public's trust. " Hut only definitive action to address the continuing safety hazards posed by Ford and 
I i restone's limited tire recall should be the true measure of the companies’ commitment to public 
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Despite its recent promises to "make it right." Firestone has it wrong on the issue of tire size. 
When the documentation assembled for this report is combined with evidence in NHTSA's defect 
investigation file, it is clear that the tread separations afflicting Firestone’s Wilderness AT tires are 
not limited to 15-inch tires. Sixteen-inch Wilderness AT tires are also highly prone to tread 
separation. Ford and Firestone should immediately recall all of the 15-inch and 16-inch Wilderness 
A I tires that have thus far not been recalled. This action to protect the lives of customers, rather than 
an empty ad\ ertising slogan, is w hat is needed for Firestone to gain the trust of the American people. 

Firestone has also thus far made it w rong by replacing faulty tires with tires that are just as 
prone to fail. As this report demonstrates, the few distinctions between the 15-inch Wilderness AT 
tires manufactured in Decatur and those manufactured elsewhere fail to explain the wide-spread 
failure of tires from all three Firestone plants, and fail to address the "root cause" of these tire failures. 
1 irestone’s own expert consultant revealed, on page 50 of his "root cause" report, that according to 
a stud) conducted jointly by Ford and Firestone, the non-recalled tires are actually more prone to 
developing belt edge' separations or cracks than are those made in Decatur. 

While the companies’ reports have blamed a wide variety of generally shared causes, such as 
vehicle loading and instability of the Explorer, they have nonetheless both sought to justify the scope 
ol the original recall by reference to a single difference in the manufacturing process for those tires 
made at the Decatur plant. But in light of all the ev idence. this attempt to make the "ant's back bear 
the elephant" is deeply dangerous for consumers and misguided policy for Ford and Firestone. 
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In short. Ford and Firestone have replaced had tires with new. but equally dangerous, ones. 

During 2001 . some of the non-recalled and replacement tires will accumulate sufficient mileage, 
wear and heat exposure that a tread separation - with its frequently catastrophic consequences - may 
be expected. NHTSA. Ford and Firestone must act now to anticipate and prevent these failures and 
to provide a truly adequate recall and replacement remedy. 

Our analysis of the FordTurestone lawsuits involving death and serious injury reveals the real 
urgency to complete a comprehensive recall before the heat of summer again takes its toll on tires, 
and. in turn, on the vehicles* occupants. While the companies' "root cause" reports acknowledged 
the role of heat in tire deterioration and ultimate failure, the company investigators did not attempt 
to establish the importance of heat build-up and heat-related wear in causing real-world tire failures. 

This omission was short-sighted, and threatens to create another summer as disastrous as last 
year’s proved to be. Almost half - 47 percent - of crashes in Saferyforum.com ' s Ford/Firestone 
litigation database occurred during the hot summer months of June. July and August. That result is 
consistent with NHTSA’s related defect investigation database, in which it was recorded that 49 
percent of crashes occurred during the same summer months. (See charts below.) 



Ford and Firestone should complete a further recall of all the defective tires before the 
summer heat increases the danger these tires pose to the driving public. 
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B. Stepping lip; Ford Should Notify Owners of the Explorer’s Serious Operating 

Limitations 

The two-door Ford Explorer for model years 1 995-9? has the worst rollover death rate of all 
of the SUVs and pickup trucks listed in a recent report by the insurance Institute for Highway Safety, 
at 1 50 deaths from rollover per million registered vehicles. ’ The 2-door Explorer also maintains the 
dubious distinction of having the worst death rale overall in those vehicle categories, at 23 1 deaths 
per million registered vehicles. While the 4-door Explorer is relatively better, at 103 deaths per 
million registered vehicles, its performance is still a far cry from the study's low-end averages for 
passenger cars of 20 or 25 deaths per million. 4 

As this report shows, mam of the risks to consumers posed by Firestone tread separations are 
the result of deliberate design decisions by Ford Motor Company . Ford's customers should therefore 
he fully informed of the dangerous limitations in the Explorer's performance, especially in the face 
of years of Ford advertising aimed at portraying the Explorer as a safe and stable passenger-carrying 
vehicle, with the goal of encouraging families to trade station wagons for the Explorer. 

Ford should he honest with its customers and tell them of the dangers associated with 
operation of the Explorer at highway speeds, about necessary precautions and any potential safety 
hazards inherent in use of the vehicle as a passenger car. At a minimum, this owner notification and 
public information campaign should include; 

1 1 1 Information and specifications for cargo weight limits, to avoid overloading the vehicles' tires, 
despite the vehicle's considerable interior space to carry larger burdens; 

1 2 1 The trade-off in performance, i.r. a reduced risk of tread separation, but a greater risk of rollover 
during emergency maneuvers, between Ford s original recommendation that tires be inflated at 
26 pound-per-squarc-mch tpsi) and the company 's subsequent recommended tire inflation of 30 

psi; 

(?) Customers* well -demonstrated difficulty in controlling the Explorer following a tread separation; 

< 4 1 The risks posed by the vehicle's weak roof, which frequently crushes in rollover crashes, 
endangering occupants' heads and necks and creating a greater risk of partial or full ejection, 
regardless of the fact that the roof may satisfy the existing, minimal. 30-year-old federal roof 
crush standard; and 

( 5 1 The company '* failure to design the Explorer with a pretensiorvmg safety restraint system (seat 
belt i that provides protection in a rollover-type crash. 

€', Looking Ahead: Future Action For The Nation’s Highway Safety Agency 

For ihe future, federal safety standards should be issued to upgrade at least the following five 
key elements of vehicle safety, in areas of federal regulatory oversight that were shown by the 


4 
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FordTirestone tragedy to be utterly inadequate to protect the public. NHTSA should: 

( 1 ) Provide A Meaningful Tire Safety Standard: The agency's antiquated tire safety standard is 
now more than 30 years old. and was not written for radial passenger tires. A new tire safety 
standard is required by the recent Transportation. Recall Enhancement and Documentation 
(TREAD) Act to be issued in final form by June 30. 2002. NHTSA is currently preparing a 
proposal for public comment. 

(2 ) Prevent Roof Crush: The federal roof crush standard, which is now more than 30 years old. is 
a static test merely designed to determine whether the roof can withstand a static load of one and 
one-half times the weight of the vehicle. There is no dynamic test - or real-world test of the 
v ehicle in motion - which is essential for real-world protection of consumers. There is currently 
no movement at NHTSA to address this issue. The agency should act quickly and 
comprehensively to develop a new dynamic standard. 

(3 ) Issue a Dynamic Rollover Standard: There is no federal dynamic rollover prevention standard, 
bui there should be. Although a member of Congress petitioned the agency sixteen years ago to 
issue one. and in 1991 the Congress instructed NHTSA to conduct a rulemaking, the agency's 
efforts were diverted in 1994 to drafting a mere consumer information rule in lieu of the standard. 
Notably . the agency's work on a minimum safety standard was abandoned in large part due to an 
argument by the automobile manufacturers that even a minimum standard would prove 
impossible for SUV-ty pe vehicles to meet. Finally , in late 2000. NHTSA issued its long-awaited 
consumer information static measurement ratings, available to consumers only over the Internet. 
But more on rollover is coming, due to instructions from Congress in the TREAD Act that 
NHTSA should develop a dynamic consumer information test. Good information could still be 
limited to the Internet, however: the auto manufacturers and dealers blocked a proposed TREAD 
Act rule that consumers would be informed of test results by vehicle window stickers on ail new 
cars. 

(4) Provide Protection from Ejection In A Crash: There is no federal window glazing or other 
occupant protection requirement to help ensure that occupants are not fully or partially ejected 
through side or rear windows when the vehicle rolls over. Nor are there restraint standards to 
adequately ensure that occupants are protected from the dynamics unique to rollover crashes, i.e., 
seal belt buckles that remain fastened, seat belts that pull occupants snug against their seats, or 
air bags that protect occupants during roof contact. These standards are sorely needed: the 
severity and frequency of rollover crashes causes one-third of all occupant fatalities. 

(5) Raise An Early Warning on Defects: During the Congressional hearings, directed in part to 
an evaluation of why NHTSA was unaware of the ongoing Firestone/Ford Explorer tragedy, it 
became obvious that the agency has no standing information-gathering program on potential 
safety defects. New authority for requiring manufacturer submission of early w-aming 
information was provided in the TREAD Act. In January 2001. NHTSA issued an advance notice 
of proposed rulemaking laying out a preliminary plan for gathering regular information on deaths, 
injuries, crashes, lawsuits, consumer complaints, etc., by make and model and potential defect. 
This rule needs to be issued promptly and must require that summary information be submitted 
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monthly in electronic format so the agency is not overwhelmed with minima. 

B, A Call To Action For Ail Auto Manufacturers 

The American public has for years wrongly believed that SU Vs are safer than other passenger 
vehicles, In point of fact, as many have now learned, this is simply untrue. While the sheer mass of 
SI- Vs does make them a more aggressive vehicle in multi-car crashes, their poor record in single- 
vehicle and rollover crashes more than compensates for this somewhat suspect relative advantage, 
!i turns out SUVs are very dangerous for their occupants overall. In addition, as William Clay Ford, 
chief executive officer of Ford Motor Company, has acknowledged. SUV s cause unnecessary harm 
so the occupants of other vehicles on the highway. 

Rather than ramping up vehicle size for a new round of mega- vehicle competition, as we have 
seen for the next model year. SUVs need to be made far safer and more socially responsible. 
Manufacturers should reduce the size of SUVs to improve fuel efficiency and reduce harm to others. 
deMgn them to be lower and w ider in order to prevent rollover crashes and make any additional design 
changes that are required to reduce the likelihood that higher-framed SUVs will override the lower 
frames of' smaller vehicles and crush their occupants. 

Am less comprehensive approach wilt merely auger future adjustments, after another far-too- 
cost!) learning experience is triggered by the suffering and outrage of the American public. After 
I ord f irestone, the public won't easily be fooled again. 

It. Defining the Problem: Evidence of Multiple Ford/Firestone Design 
and Production Flaws 

This report examines why Firestone tires on Ford Explorers experience abnormally high rates 
ni tread separations and why those separations cause rollover crashes that maim and kill. 

Although both Ford and Firestone lta\ e published multiple "root cause" reports, all of which 
make valid technical points about the bad tires, neither company has satisfactorily explained to the 
consuming public why these tires are failing, w hether consumers are at risk in continuing to operate 
on non-Decatur-made Wilderness AT tires, or why the Explorer is so difficult to control given a tread 
separation event at highway speeds. 

The purpose of this report is to pull together all available evidence and provide consumers 
w nit answ ers to the questions that Ford and Firestone have continued to dodge throughout this lengthy 
ordeal. The follow ing is a summary of the more significant points on causation: 

* The design of the tire, particularly at the bell edges in and around the area of the wedge, is 
insufficiently robust for the loads applied by the Explorer at the inflation pressures 
recommended b> Ford. Although both Ford and Firestone have made reference to Firestone's 
redesign of the wedge in 1 998 due to tread belt separations, neither company has fully 
addressed the fact that the wedge gauge (thickness) is unusually small or that the placement 
of the wedge (length) has a direct impact on durability of the tire at the belt edges. 
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Reducing the tires* weight in the mid-1990's resulted in insufficient coverage over the belt 
edges between the tire's tread blocks ("pockets*') and eliminated any margin for error. The 
material removed from the tires to reduce weight restricted the engineers' ability to specify 
a durable belt edge design with a smooth transition from the rigid belt edges to the flexible 
upper sidewall. While the tire may have performed marginally when produced precisely to 
specification and operated lightly loaded and at maximum inflation pressure, the high 
incidence of failure indicates that the design was unacceptable when the tire was exposed to 
the Explorer loads and normal variations encountered during volume production. Firestone 
has acknow ledged the weight reduction that occurred, but Ford continues to sweep the issue 
under the rug because the weight reduction in the tire was directly related to the fact that the 
Explorer was so poorly designed that its wheels would not stay on the ground during 
foreseeable turning maneuvers. 

The tire design is both unreasonably sensitive to variations in the production process and 
unreasonably sensitive to operating conditions, affording no margin of safety. 

The "pocket** shoulder design contributes to the generation of excessive internal heat at the 
belt edges. 

Radiographic analysis reveals "waviness*' at the belt edges on both the 15- and 16-inch tires. 

This indicates that there is significant movement of the tread rubber to fill the shoulder blocks 
of the tread pattern during curing, causing increased stresses on the belt edges. The significant 
material flow during curing makes it more difficult to control the thickness of the tread rubber 
over the belt edges in the areas between the tread blocks. The waviness results in the creation 
of localized high stress areas, which result in crack formations at the belt edges. Neither Ford 
nor Firestone has addressed this "waviness" as a potential trigger for the development of the 
crack. 

Radiographic evidence demonstrates that the wire alignment within the belts is not uniform. 

It also reveals bad splices and excessive belt placement variation. The frequency with which 
these conditions appear indicates that they have a direct relationship with the tire's design. 


The w ire cord chosen for use in the tires (1x5) is old technology chosen to reduce cost. It 
exacerbates the problems created by the shoulder design because it al low's oxygen to interact 
w ith the rubber, resulting in degradation of the skim compound. The cord’s characteristics 
increase the tendency of the belt edge cracks to spread inw ard between the steel belts. Neither 
Ford nor Firestone have addressed the role of the 1x5 wire cord characteristics as a 
contributing factor w hich enables the spreading of cracks, despite the history of this problem 
as revealed by the 1978 Firestone 500 recall. 

The tire's "skim compound" has inadequate rubber-to-wire adhesion for the particular design 
characteristics of the tire and steel wire. As the rubber loses adhesion from the steel belt 
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cords, cracks develop at the belt edges, particularly in the wedge. 5 The cracks propagate 
between the belts, resulting in separation. 

* Inherent design problems in the Explorer created a danger that the Explorer would roll over 
in foreseeable turning maneuvers. Instead of modifying the design of the Explorer to fix the 
instability. Ford unilaterally chose to recommend that the tires be operated at 26 pounds per 
square inch fpsi). significantly below the maximum allowed inflation pressure. Ford's 
recommendation was an attempt to cosmetically make the Explorer perform better in quick- 
turn. emergency -avoidance maneuvers, but the lower tire pressure increased the rolling 
resistance of the tires, thereby raising their operating temperature and decreasing belt- 
adhesion. 

• The decreased inflation and increased rolling resistance also lowered the Explorer's fuel 
efficiency . To correct the fuel economy problem. Ford changed the tire design to make the 
tire lighter in weight, less durable, and more prone to the stresses created by use on an 
Explorer at Ford’s recommended inflation pressure. 

The combination of the foregoing factors cause unusually high stresses and heat at the belt 
edge area of the tires. This directly results in small cracks that spread inward, ending in complete 
tread belt separations, especially when the tires are used in hot climates in a loaded condition and at 
high speeds. 


Ill, History and Context 

A, The Recall 


On August ( >. 2000. Ford Motor Company and Bridgestone/Firestone. Inc. jointly announced 
the recall of approximately 6.5 million ATX. ATX II and Wilderness AT tires. The recall included 
the 1*2.' 5 75R 15(1 5-inch) ATX and ATX II tires, but only those Wilderness AT tires manufactured 
at Firestone's Decatur. Illinois, plant* The majority of the recalled tires were offered as standard 
equipment on l ord Explorers. The latest count by NHTSA shows that failures associated with these 
tires resulted in 1 84 deaths and more than 700 injuries. 


The number of fatalities resulting from the combination of the ATX/Wildemess AT tires and 
the 1 ord Explorer is extraordinarily high. 
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In order to put these statistics in perspective, the 1978 Firestone 500 automobile tire recall 
was initiated following the reporting of 34 fatalities, which prompted the House Subcommittee on 
Oversight at that time to make the following observation: 

The Subcommittee is aware of only one other vehicle safety defect 
which has amassed a number of associated fatalities exceeding 34. 

This defect is that of the gas tank in certain Ford Pintos which the Ford 
Motor Co. recently agreed to recall following negotiations with the 
NHTSA. 7 

A majority of the recent Ford/Ti restone tire failures that caused injury or death were crashes 
that occurred in the south and southwest regions of the United States. Virtually all of these cases 
involved Ford Explorers. The following chart illustrates the distribution of fatalities and injuries 
associated with the combination of Firestone tire failures on Ford Explorers, as collected bv NHTSA. 


* I 


- bolt) 

Injvrm* * ( ) 
2W0I 
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J. NHTSA Investigation 

The Motor Vehicle Safety Act. 49 t’.S.C. § 301 18(b) empowers the NHTSA Administrator, 
as the Secretary of Transportation's delegate, to require a manufacturer of a motor vehicle or 
equipment “contains a defect related to motor vehicle safety" to furnish notification of the defect to 
owners, purchasers and dealers and to remedy it w ithout charge. Section 30 102(1) of the Act defines 
"motor vehicle safety ” as the protection "against [the] unreasonable risk of accidents occurring as a 
result of the design, construction or performance of motor vehicles and against unreasonable risk of 
death or injury in an accident and includes non-operational safety of a motor vehicle.” 



416 


The Safer. Act. 49 L'.S.C. § 301 G2(aH2). further defines “defect"' as including "any defect 
in performance, construction, a component, or material of a motor vehicles or motor vehicle 
equipment." A showing of a safety-related performance problem, or a large number of failures in use. 
is sufficient to establish the need for a recall under the law. regardless of whether a particular 
"abnormality" is identified as the root cause! Stated simply, knowing the ''root cause" is not essential 
to a finding of a defect, if a clear pattern of safety -related failures that can cause death or injury is 
present in an identifiable group of tires. 

Automobile safety recalls have been ordered by NHTSA (and sustained in court challenges 
to the recall) w hen only a "risk" of accident or injury exists. Recalls are also sometimes deemed 
"imperative" when the fatalities caused by the defect are well-documented. 9 

The agency initiated its Ford 'Firestone investigation in May 2000. Subsequent to the August 
9. 2000 agreement to recall 6.5 million tires, the agency has also issued two consumer advisories on 
Firestone tires made for the Ford Explorer and a consumer advisory on Firehawk and other tires that 
it has since also urged Firestone to recall. NHTSA is continuing an investigation to determine 
whether additional Wilderness AT tires (i.e.. those not manufactured in Decatur) should be recalled. 


A decision could he announced at any time. NHTSA originally had indicated that the 
l ord f irestone investigation would be complete by March 2001. 

C . Firestone Interim Report And Root Cause Analysis 

On December 19. 2000. in a report. Firestone acknowledged design flaws in its 6.5 million 
recalled tires and blamed both itself and Ford for the consequences of the tire failures! 0 The report 
concluded that the scope of the recall of the company's tires was sufficient to protect consumers. 
Firestone cited lour major causes of the tire failures and crashes of the Explorers: 

• Design problems in the F-xplorer triggered Ford's recommendation that the tires be inflated 
to 26 psi, significantly lower than the maximum level of inflation allowed. According to 
Firestone, the lower inflation level "increased the running temperature of tires and 
contributed to a decreased belt-adhesion level." 

• Problems in the tire manufacturing process included the composition of the rubber used 
and the adhesion characteristics of tires made in Firestone's Decatur plant. According to 
Firestone, the recalled tires from Decatur "exhibited different belt-adhesion 
characteristics, including lower initial adhesion, than those same size and line of tires 
produced at other plants, “ 

• A problem in the design of the shoulder of the tire, according to Firestone, "could lead to 
cracking ... in the wedge area of the tire [and] result in a reduction of resistance against 
belt detachment or tread separation.” 
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• Customers were misusing the tires. Firestone reiterated its recurrent contention that 
"many tread separations can be caused by various forms of tire damage encountered in 
daily use. such as punctures, improper repairs, [and] severe impacts. “ 

Despite overwhelming evidence of a safety -related problem that cause in catastrophic injuries 
and death. Firestone persists in its claims that its tires have an "adjustment rate" that is within the 
norm. 1 1 and that the tires are "safe” and "not defective." 

This position is reminiscent of the company policy on the dangers of its Firestone 500 tires 
in the late 1970s. The House of Representatives summarized Firestone's corporate attitude in August 
1978 as follows: 

In this case, however, an entrenched and recalcitrant manufacturer 
[Firestone] has refused to take remedial action and moreover has 
sought to prevent the responsible Federal agency from doing so. 1 * 

The 1978 Committee further noted that Firestone seemed "committed, as a matter of apparently 
irreversible corporate policy, to stonewalling on the issue of a safety recall of the affected tires.” and 
that Firestone steadfastly refused to acknowledge any safety problem that was responsible for the 
Fatality and injury -producing failures. 1 ' 

History is now repeating itself, as Firestone stonewalls and refuses to recognize the significant 
risk created by its choices to continue to place money before safety. 

D. Firestone Consultant’s “Root Cause’’ Report 

Firestone retained Dr. Sanjav Govindjee. a professor from the University of California at 
Berkley, to conduct an "independent analysis" of the Firestone tires used on the Ford Explorer. On 
January 30. 2001. Dr. Govindjee issued a formal "root cause" report. Although not an expert in tire 
design. Dr. Govindjee specializes in materials. In brief, he concluded: 

• The problem is "understood to include" the propagation of a fatigue crack in the bulk of the 
rubber separating the two steel belts of the tire, not at the interface between the steel and the 
rubber. 

• The cracks occur in both new and used tires. 

• Contrary to Firestone's limited recall of Wilderness AT tires, the cracks or belt edge 
separations were found in a greater percentage of tires produced at the Joliette and Wilson 
Firestone plants than the Decatur plant. 

• The problem is "rather complex" and determining a "single cause" is an "unrealistic 
expectation." 

• There are no "well-established criteria for in-service tire failures against which tire 
components are designed." 
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• The industry is not clear how its tire testing relates, if at all. to in-service - that is. real-world 
- tire failures. 

• The materials from tires in southern climates have "reduced ductility” and "higher stiffness." 
independent of serv ice condition. 

• Aging contributes to degradation of internal components of the Firestone steel belted radial 
tires, 

• The capacity of the belt skim compound to resist fracture is "markedly reduced" for tires 
manufactured at the Firestone Decatur. Illinois plant, although their properties are within the 
approved specifications for the tires. Although Firestone identified a manufacturing process 
called ' pellitizing" as unique ro Decatur and therefore supporting the limited recall. Dr. 
Go indice s search into the process found no causative agent for the degraded material 
properties from the Decatur plant related to this process. 

• The bell edges of the subject tires have a "pronounced" heat build-up as inflation pressure is 
lowered with a heavy cargo load and operated at high speeds. 14 

• The impact of tire design on tire temperature "has not yet been established." 

F.. Ford Interim Report and Root Cause Analysis 

in its official “root cause" report of December 19. 2000. Ford also blamed the failures of the 
tires on a combination of design problems and manufacturing difficulties encountered at Firestone's 
Decatur plant. Ford, however, disputed Firestone's claim that design flaws in the Ford Explorer 
played a role in the crashes. 

Ford reported that its "engineers and scientists' were involved in an "ongoing statistical 
analysis'' and that the company's "test data" appeared to agree with many of Firestone's preliminary 
conclusions. 1 ' Ford's report included the following findings: 

• ! csting on Ford and other makes of vehicles and on tire test rigs showed that the P235/75RI5 
.-VI X and Wilderness AT tires do become hotter dunng use than similar competitive designs, 
although Ford did not know why. 

• Test data showed that belt-area rubber cohesion is lower in Decarur-built tires. The data, 
however, did not identify w hat aspect of manufacturing may cause this. 

• Ford did not test or analy ze tires which had a puncture repaired, but reasoned that a tire 
already sensitive to heat because of design and manufacturing conditions could be 
progressively damaged if it was further heated because oflower inflation pressures before or 
after such a repair. 

Although not mentioned by Ford in its root cause analysis, internal Ford records document 
that failed tires from Venezuela showed "no apparent reason for failure.” from external damage such 
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as punctures, cuts, etc., and that there was no evidence of "reversion.*' defined as the overheating of 
rubber that is typically present when a tire is operated in an under- inflated condition. 1 * 

As for tires operated in the U.S.. Ford noted that under-inflation was not a reasonable 
explanation for the significant number of failures because U.S. consumers typically "over inflate 
tires.*’ 1 ' 
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While Ford did not define folly the cause of the tread separation problem, its "preliminary root 
cause hy pothesis" was that: 

The design of the lire generates high stresses and heat in the wedge 
and belt area. Manufacturing processes at Firestone's Decatur Plant 
reduce the cohesion level of the rubber m that same area of the tire. 

This reduced strength permits cracks to propagate between the steel 
belts. We believe it is a combination of manufacturing factors and the 
reaction of the tire design to field operating conditions including hot 
weather and very low tire pressure that have caused the increased 
failure rate of these tires. 

F. The l nanswered Question 

Despite the differences of opinion between Ford and Firestone relating to the role of the 
1 Aplorcr in causing tread separations, crashes, and. most importantly, deaths and injuries, and despite 
the companies' ongoing refusal to define the cause of the problem, both Ford and Firestone have 
argued continuously that the current recall was "adequate" to protect consumers. 

T he companies therefore have asserted that the non-recalled tires were safe despite their lack 
of knowledge of the "root cause" of the problems, and the many holes in existing data. 

IV. Tire History 

•V. Relevance of Tire Development History 

I -very tire design begins with the consideration of factors such as customer or market demand 
m terms of size, load carrying capacity, intended use. and any special tread design requirements. A 
typical radial tire has approximately 2-4 separate components and 12 or more rubber compounds, all 
ol which impact load carry ing capacity, proper inflation pressure, and intended use.’ 8 

Despite slight differences among companies, the basic manufacturing process is the same. 
The tire components are assembled and then cured or vulcanized. The purpose of curing the tire - 
sometimes called "cooking" - is to create both a mechanical and chemical bond between the internal 
components. 

The bonding process, sometimes referred to as "adhesion." is impacted by the stress and 
forces applied to the tire. The shape of the tread, the internal design of the tire's components, and the 
material properties ofThose components dictate what stresses will be applied to each component w'hile 
the tire is in operation. The forces and stresses exerted on a tire are subject to the combined effect 
oi tire size, inflation pressure, dimensions, component gauges and vehicle characteristics. 

Any examination of the cause of repeated tread separation events requires a thorough 
inv estigation of the history of the tire, its design, development, and the market needs that it was 
designed to satisfy 
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B. Development of the Tire For the Ford Explorer 

A fuller history of the ATX II tire was provided in a report published by Public Citizen and 
Sqfelyforum.com on January 4, 2001. entitled Spinning Their Wheels. 1 '' The following is a brief 
summary of the tire's design history. 

The Firestone P235/75R1 5 ATX - informally referred to as the ATX 11 - was created for use 
on the Explorer! 1 ' Earlier versions were produced as a flotation" 1 tire for Recreational Vehicles 
(RVs) and designed with aggressive tread patterns and zigzag treatment on the tire sides, or 
•'shoulders," As the market for sports utility vehicles (SUVs) shifted to include traditional users of 
station wagons and other family passenger cars. Ford instructed Firestone to develop a "hybrid tire" 
which looked like an aggressive truck tire but performed like a passenger car tire.” Company 
documents show that Ford ordered this modified ATX tire from for marketing reasons: Ford 
believed that larger tires would better fit the image of the Explorer and help to increase vehicle sales. 

Since the introduction of the ATX II tire. Firestone manufactured approximately 22.800,000 
ATX and Wilderness AT 15-inch and 16-inch tires. Some 14.400.000 of the tires have been recalled. 
Of the remaining 8.400.000 tires sold. 3.500.000 are P255.70R 16 Wilderness AT tires and 4.900.000 
are non-Decatur-made Wilderness AT tires. Of course, some number of the tires sold are likely no 
longer in use. 

The ATX II tire developed for the Explorer is commonly referred to as a “P Metric" or 
"passenger" tire. Although the Explorer is a light truck under applicable government regulations. 
Ford did not request, nor did Firestone provide, a “Light Truck" or “LT" metric tire for use on the 
vehicle. “Light Truck” tires are typically rated by load range from C-E. which means up to 3000 lbs 
with inflation pressure ranging from 50-80 psi. For "Light Truck” tires, the Tire and Rim Association 
(TRA) does not recommend operating “Light Truck " tires at speeds in excess of 65 mph unless the 
operator: (a) decreases the load on the vehicle: and (b) increases the inflation pressure of the tires. 


The Wilderness A I tire was designed to replace the ATX 11 tire beginning with Ford's 1995 
Explorer model."' fires ot both types were manufactured primarily at three Firestone facilities: 
Decatur. Illinois. Wilson. North Carolina, and Joliette. Quebec. Canada. According to information 
provided by Firestone, the production of ATX 11 and Wilderness AT P23575R1 5 tires varied by year 
and plant site. 

The Ford Explorer was first produced in 1 990 to replace the Bronco II. The Bronco 11 was 
known to have a dangerous tendency to flip over during typical emergency turning maneuvers. The 
Explorer was referred to as the “4-door Bronco H" during development. That name was changed 
when the Bronco 11 came under sharp scrutiny as deaths mounted in Bronco rollover crashes. 

The stability problems of the Explorer were known early and were well documented. As 
further reported in Spinning Their Wheels. Ford management knew the Explorer had a stability 
problem, ignored its engineers' recommendations to fix the problem, and consciously disregarded the 
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safely of the consuming public because of the potential impact the changes would have on cost and 
market timing. The alternative Ford chose - deflating the tires - was a cosmetic attempt to improve 
the vehicle's stability. Ford's adaptation further undermined the capacity of the Firestone tires, with 
disastrous consequences. 

The tread separation problems of ATX tires on Explorers began not long after the SUV went 
on sale in 1990. Both corporations have been settling lawsuits over the defective tires ever since, 
typically after securing agreements to maintain the confidentiality of company documents. But. 
according to available records, these lawsuits were fairly sporadic until a tire weight design change 
was made in the mid-1990s, following the decision by Ford to deflate the tires when introduced. A 
summary of Ford's design decisions follows. 

Following introduction of the Explorer. Ford initiated design changes in the tires used on the 
Explorer to correct rolling resistance problems that had been created by the company's decision to 
recommend low er lire pressure. One consequence of tire deflation was increased rolling resistance, 
or friction between the tire and the highway, which produces lower fuel economy. To improve 
roiling resistance and fuel efficiency. Ford decided to lower the tire’s weight. 

According to Firestone, the weight decrease in the tire was achieved by reducing the gauge 
of \ariou> internal components, modifying the sub tread compound, using a lightweight belt package, 
and making specific modifications to the tire sidewall. 24 lft short. Firestone removed weight from the 
tire h> reducing its rubber and steel components. The tire was made lighter, less durable - and 
therefore, as defined below, less "robust" - and more susceptible to tread separations. 

After that change, tire failures and crashes - including deaths and injuries - escalated 
rapidly.'' The following charts graphically illustrate this increase in tire-related deaths associated 
with Explorers. 
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Fatal, Ford Explorer Crashes In 1991-199S 
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The upper graph shows fatal injuries in Ford Explorers from all forms of crashes beginning 
in 1991. when the Explorer was introduced. The lower graph reflects those Explorer-related fatal 
injuries in which a tire-related problem was implicated. As the lower graph depicts, fatal crashes 
involving tire-related factors began to mushroom in 1995-96. 

To improv e tread wear and fuel economy, and in keeping with Ford's desire for an aggressive 
tire image. Ford again asked Firestone to redesign the ATX. 26 In 1995. Firestone released for 
production the Wilderness AT design, a tire specifically designed to accommodate Ford's request for 
a truck-looking tire that performed like a passenger car tire. The tire was a standard load 27 tire that 
incorporated internal components that were virtually identical to the ATX tire, but the new tire was 
equipped with a different, more aggressive-looking, tread pattern. 28 

The design for the Wilderness AT tire did not incorporate internal components of the size and 
gauge that a tire expert would typically expect to be included in a light truck tire because Ford had 
specifically requested that the tire deliver passenger car performance. The Wilderness AT tire was 
assigned a "C" rating for temperature/heat resistance, the lowest possible rating allowed under 
NHTSA's passenger car Uniform Tire Quality Grading System. 29 

Within 12 months of production of the first Wilderness AT tire for use on Ford Explorers, 
Firestone's engineers began trying to improve the tire's durability, and to reduce the risk of tread 
separation, by making certain design changes to the tire. 30 
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V. Methodologies And Results of T his Consumer Tire Investigation 

A. Methods Used 

The information in this report is based on: 1 ) the physical examination and photographing 
Of more than 1 00 tires obtained from consumers in the U.S. and abroad, including tires that failed and 
ones that did not. 2) x-rays of a sample of tires produced at each of the three Firestone plants where 
tires for the Explorer were made (A chart listing the sample tires chosen for x-ray mat be found at 
Appendix 1 ); 2 1 examination of indoor and outdoor test results produced by both Ford and Firestone; 
4 > examination of design documents from both Ford and Firestone; 5) examination of the internal 
components of the tire sizes in question; 6 ) independent laboratory tests and 7) actual vehicle testing 
of a Ford Explorer in a simulated tread separation event. 

B. Investigation Results for the P235/75RI5 (15-inch) and P255/70R16 (16-inch) Wilderness 
AT Tires 

I. Tire Design 

A tire's belt edge is a structural discontinuity that produces high local stress and can be a 
starting point for cracks. However, crack formation, and accompanying propagation, is usually not 
a problem because as the crack progresses inward, the stresses are relieved and the separation is 

limited. 

The fundamental elements of strength between the steel belts are the adhesion strength of the 
rubber encasing the steel cords ("skim stock") and the design configuration of the material. Belt edge 
separations occur when the stresses at the belt edges exceed the adhesion strength of the skim 
compound between the belt edges and between the materials surrounding the belt edges, including 
the "wedge." a piece of rubber locaied between a tire's rwo steel belts. The concentration of stresses 
at the belt edges occurs because the steel belt wires are much more rigid than the rubber or the 
polyester radial plies. 

Design strategy should seek to reduce this concentration of stress as much as possible. The 
features used to achieve this and improve durability at the belt edges include the geometric design of 
the internal components, bell edge siep-off (the bottom belt is made wider than the top belt), the 
wedge between the belt edges, the distance from the top of the steel bell that is closest to the tread and 
inside the shoulder pocket, the configuration of the shoulder pocket, and the tapering of the total 
thickness of the tire from the belt edges to the upper sidewall area. 

The following illustration shows the internal components of the Wilderness AT tire. 
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2. Description of the Failure Mode 

Several investigators have referred to the tire failures in question as "fatigue" failures, which 
is a genera! term used to scientifically describe the sudden and catastrophic separation of a device into 
two or more pieces caused by the application of loads or deformations over time. Fatigue failure 
typically occurs through the initiation and spreading of a crack. The loads and deformations typically 
necessary to cause failure by fatigue are less than those necessary for static failure. 

To date, investigators from both Ford and Firestone agree that the tires at issue are experiencing 
steel hell separations (cracks) that begin at the belt edges. The separations most frequently begin at 
the edge of the -2 belt (the upper belt), which is the highest stress point in the tire. 

The cracks found in field tires are not resulting in reversion of the rubber (melting), as one 
would typically expect to find in the case of excessive heat. The lack of rubber reversion indicates that 
the tires are suffering from very high shear strain, which is due to heavy loading. The heavy loading 
strains the rubber beyond its capability and results in the formation of cracks. The existence of high 
temperatures tends to accelerate the growth of the cracks between the #1 (lower) and M2 (upper) belt. 
The growth rate of the separation cannot be defined precisely , and appears to vary by tire, load 
condition, inflation pressure and ambient temperature. 

From the wedge, the tear tends to grow toward the center of the tire between the steel belts. 
The crack also tends to grow circumferentially. The final stage is iota! or partial separation of the M2 
belt from the ~1 belt and tire carcass. 

The following figure shows the crack after it has spread inwardly between the two steel belts. 
The cross-section shown below was taken from a Wilderness AT tire manufactured in Wilson, North 
Carolina. When inspected, this tire's internal separation had not yet grown into a total separation. 
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The next pair of photographs shows a virtually identical condition in an ATX tire 
manufactured at Firestone's Wilson plant and a Wilderness AT tire made at Firestone's 
Decatur plant. Both of these tires have been recalled. Although die Wilson-made Wilderness 
A 1 me m the photograph above shows the identical pattern of cracking and separation as in 
the two recalled tires below, the tire in the photograph above has not been recalled. The most 
striking feature of these three photographs is the identical nature of the crack and propagation 
spreading inward between the belts. The photographs demonstrate that the same failure mode 
is present in both recalled and nan-recalled tires. 



I he individual filaments of the cut wire ends at the belt edge have razor-sharp profiles that 
introduce high stress conditions and cause the rubber to separate. As the rubber along the cord 
continues to tear, it typically leaves a ring pattern referred to as "socketing." When the degree of 
socketing allows sufficient movement of the belt, the tom rubber surfaces begin a polishing action. 
The extent of "polishing" is one indicator of the amount of movement that has occurred at the belt 
edges. 
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3. The Tire Design Lacks Adequate Durability 

All SUV tires must be designed to carry both the heavy SUV and the occupants and cargo 
w hen the vehicle is fully loaded. The tire should be designed to accommodate a wide range of loads 
and inflation pressures in order to ensure safe operation at freeway speeds. This margin of safety 
should likew ise include a consideration of the plant -to-piant manufacturing variances that are known 
to occur during mass production. 

Ford Motor Company responded on February 5. 2001 . to a report by Firestone's independent 
consultant concerning carry ing capacity with the following statement: 

Ken Zino. a Ford spokesman, said today that the problem was that the tires 
were unusually sensitive to the loads on them, and not that the Explorer was 
too heavy for its tires. "We have studied that, and there's nothing unusual in 
the Explorer as far as loads." he said.' 11 

All tires should be designed to be "robust." 33 That is. they should be designed to meet the 
customer's expectations of wear and durability on the v ehicle for which they were designed during 
the life of the tire/ ' "Robustness’' includes the ability to perform safely and appropriately given the 
conditions and load carrying capacity for which the tire was designed." 1 ’ The tire should have 
appropriate internal components so that it can withstand the forces and loads it was designed to 
encounter in the real world. 3 ’ A tire that is not robust presents the likelihood of catastrophic failure, 
such as tread separation. 

The design of the ATX II and Wilderness AT tires is not robust. Representatives of Ford 
Motor Company have testified under oath that 1 5-inch Wilderness tires are not “robust"' for the use 
for which they were created. 16 The follow ing is a cross-sectional view of a Wilderness AT tire at the 
belt edge. 



The cracks that start at the #2 belt edge result from a combination of a wedge that is poorly 
designed, both in its gauge and placement a iess-than-robust w-edge compound, and a skim compound 
that is inadequate given the tire's other design characteristics. 
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The purpose of the wedge is to help separate the steel belts, assist in the local distribution of 
shear forces, and to provide durability in the sensitive area at the belt edges. Firestone chose a wedge 
design for the ATX and Wilderness AT tires that was designed for use in a passenger car. The gauge, 
or thickness, of the wedge is less than that found in other truck-type tires and results in low tearing 
forces, and therefore poor durability, at the belt edges. Firestone's placement of the wedge is also an 
important factor because the distribution of the stress/strain forces has a relationship to the distance 
between the edge of belt U 2 and the shoulder of the tire. Greater distance between these points results 
in the tires that run hotter, and in more stress bui id-up in the tire. 

The tires ir. question have a larger-than-expected distance between the edge of belt #2 and the 
tire shoulder. Ford’s decision in the mid-1990s to reduce the tire’s weight resulted in insufficient 
coverage over the belt edges between the tread blocks (or "pockets"), increased stress and strain on 
the already weak wedge section, and eliminated any margin for error. The significant amount of 
material removed from the tires to achieve the weight reduction restricted the engineers' ability to 
specif a durable belt edge design with a smooth transition from the rigid belt edges to the flexible 
upper sidewall. 

While the tire may have performed adequately when produced precisely to specification and 
operated at maximum inflation pressure at low to moderate speeds, the high incidence of failure 
indicates that the design was unacceptable when exposed to the normal variations encountered during 
v olumc production, normal usage by consumers and the low^ inflation levels recommended by Ford 
( 26 psi ). 

4. The Shoulder I>esi«n Creates Additional Heat and Stress 

The ATX and Wilderness AT tires are designed with a pattern of cavities between the “lugs" 
around the edges of the tread on the tire’s shoulder. Firestone refers to these spaces as “shoulder 
pockets." 


Tne "pocket" design invites additional stresses to occur inside the shoulder pocket, causing 
excessive heat at the belt edges internally and allowing small cracks to develop. An analysis 
confirmed that the temperature profile for the Firestone tire was “more severe” than Goodyear’s, 
given the same speed, loading and pressure.' A Finite Element Analysis likewise confirmed that 
extremely high stress is exerted on tne belt edges because of the tire's design. Analysis also found 
that the level of stress is elevated when the tire is exposed to high speed, low inflation and high 
ambient temperatures. 3 * 

The "pocket" design also has a tendency to allow the development of external cracks, both 
small and large, ' These cracks tend to enlarge during rolling deformations and can act as a pump 
that allows the introduction of water or moisture when driven in wet conditions. If the moisture 
reaches the steel cord network, where bell separation resistance is lowest, separation can begin or be 
exacerbated. 
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5. Radiographic Evidence Verifies the Design Problems 

The belt edges radiographically demonstrate “waviness.*' which indicates significant 
movement of the tread rubber to fill the shoulder blocks of the tread pattern during the curing stage 
of manufacturing. This waviness results in increased stresses on the belt edges. Significant material 
flow during curing makes it more difficult to control the thickness of the tread rubber over the belt 
edges in the areas between the tread blocks. 

The following figure, an x-ray of an ATX tire made in 1993 at Firestone's Decatur. Illinois 
Firestone plant, shows this “waviness." 



The next figure, an x-ray of a Wilderness AT tire made in 1998 at the Joliette, Quebec. 
Canada plant, also shows the waviness common to Wilderness tires. 
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This "waviness" is not present in the P25570R16 Wilderness AT “Special Services’* tire. 

1 he "Special Services" was a tire produced for the Saudi Arabian market and was obtained by 
St itch rt mint i tmi as part of this investigation. That tire includes a nylon overlay, which not only adds 
10 the tire's durability, but also reduces material flow during the curing process. 

Radiographic evidence of a sampling of both recalled and non-recalled tires also demonstrates 
non-urn form in in the wire alignment within the belts, bad splices and excessive belt placement 
variation. I he frequency with which these conditions appear on the sampled tires indicates a direct 
relationship with the design of the tire. 

(>. The 1 \5 Wire Cord Increases the Likelihood of Failure 

1 he w ire cord { 1 \5 ) chosen for use in the tires is inappropriate given the shoulder design and 
the anticipated loads and usage of the Explorer. The chosen cord increases the tendency of the tires 
to develop separations and lose adhesion qualities. The illustration below shows the 1x5 wire 
configuration in the P235 75R15 (15-inch) Wilderness AT tire. The illustration documents the 
existence o I breakdown at the belt edge, including cracks that are beginning to spread inward and the 
loss of adhesion between the steel cords and the skim or rubber surrounding the cords. 
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The following is a diagram illustrating the design and tensile strength characteristics of 
various wire designs, including the 1 x5 design. Note the additional strength characteristics of the 6x3 
cord design, which is a design typically incorporated into light truck-type tires. 
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The 1x5 wire design is old technology. Its use is one strategy for reducing the cost of 
production. In this design, the individual strands of steel are tightly wrapped and do not allow for 
rubber to penetrate to the core of the bundle. If ihe rubber does not penetrate to the core, the entire 
belt structure can become a conduit for circulating air through the belt, inflation air can therefore 
permeate through the inner liner. Ford's specifications to Firestone did not include loss over time, 
so Firestone was free to choose a less expensive (and less reliable) inner liner compound, which 
allowed more air permeation into the tire. 

Excessive moisture also contributes to tread separations. Moisture can enter through 
punctures, cracks, factor)' or manufacturing problems, as well as the simple permeation of air and 
moisture through the inner liner of the tire. Moisture tends to combine with chemicals in the tire's 
stock to erode the adhesion bond between the steel wires in the belts and the surrounding rubber 
matrix. This causes tread distortion and. ultimately, separation. 

Firestone used the same 1x5 wire design in the Firestone 500 tires that were produced - and 
recalled - in the 1970’s. 

The Skim Compound has Poor Rubber-to-Wire Adhesion Characteristics 

Asa general proposition, tire compounds are polymer rubbers or polymer blends with fillers 
< highly de\ eloped carbon blacks), processing aids such as softeners, plasticizers or reclaimed rubber, 
\ ulcani/ation accelerants (sulfur and zinc oxide), and chemical protective agents, sometimes known 
a> antioxidants and antiozonants. 

Modulus and hardness can be controlled by vary ing either the amount of carbon black, the 
amount of extender-oil or softener, the fineness and structure of the black, or the number of molecular 
crosslinks introduced during the curing process. The high modulus of skim helps wire adhesion. 
Aging resistance is provided by the anti-oxidants and the zinc oxide. The gauge of the steel cord and 
the number of twisted strands chosen for the wire are additional important factors when considering 
skim compound. 

The skim compound or '*skim stock" is a rubber coating that surrounds the steel belts. The 
gauge of the steel cord and the number of tw isted strands chosen for the wire are important factors 
when considering skim compound. One purpose of the compound is to hold the belts at a specific 
spacing to allow relative movement of the belts without fatigue or fracture. 

The peel resistance of skim rubber loses an average of 50 percent of its initial strength during 
the first two years, primarily from oxidation. The belt wedge, on the other hand, oxidizes more 
slowly because it is thicker and has less contact with the belts. As Ford's internal documents show, 
the aging of the ATX and Wilderness AT tires, especially the aging in the belt wedge, was “classic” 
oxidative aging and was not due to excessive heat build-up. This means that the physical evidence 
does not support customer abuse - extreme undcr-inflation - as a cause of tire degradation in these 
tires. 
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The following table provides an overview of several critical components of the ATX II and 
Wilderness AT tires. Note the similarities between the various design characteristics, including the 
compounds. 


CHARACTERISTIC 

ATX 11 

WILD AT 15" 

WILD AT 16" 

Tread Depth 

0.42 

0.42 

0.37 

Load Reserve (F/R) 

193/118 

1931 18 

5 1 3''4 1 3 

Inflation 

26/26 

26 '26 

3030 

Tread Compound 

NA 

V6607 

V6187 

Subtread Compound 

V4277 

V3647 

V4277 

BEI Compound 

VI 697 

VI 697 

V0027 

Skim Compound 

J2757 

J2757 

J2757 

Wedge Size 

.20 x .75 

.20 x. 75 .4 x 1 

.20 x .75 

Wedge Compound 

J2917 

J29I7 to J2757 

J2919 to J2757 


SOURCE: Ford Motor Company 


The "wedge compound” and the gauge of the w-edge were changed for the Wilderness AT tire 
in March. 1998. The changeover was completed the following month. Testing shows that wedge 
compound J2757. the revised w-edge compound, is 25 percent stiffen and has approximately 5 percent 
more hvsterisis and 5 percent better adhesion to steel than compound J291 7. which was used from 
1995 to 1998. 40 

The increased durability' characteristics chosen for the replacement wedge compound in 1998 
can be viewed as direct evidence that Firestone knew the wedge compound initially chosen for the 
Explorer lacked appropriate "robustness.” Notably, the gauge of the wedge on the Goodyear version 
of the Explorer tire is significantly more robust. 41 

In the case of the ATX and Wilderness AT tires, the skim compound has inadequate rubber- 
to- wire adhesion characteristics for the design characteristics of the ATX II and Wilderness AT tires. 
This contributes to more rapid loss of adhesion and the spread of belt edge separations. 

By comparison, the Goodyear tire, for instance, has a similar tendency to “crack” at the belt 
edges, but propagation of the cracks through the skim compound (between the belts) does not occur 
as easily or as often as in the Firestone tires because of the significant difference between the tires in 
the amount of heat build-up. Aging and piant-to-plant variations also contribute to loss of adhesion 
characteristics of the skim. 

Firestone conducted tests to measure the force required to pull apart a one-inch strip of 
material similar to that used in the belt package to compare the adhesion strength. 42 After sampling 
strips from various plants. Firestone concluded that Decatur-made tires exhibited “different belt 
adhesion characteristics.” including lower initial adhesion. Firestone speculated that the reduced 
adhesion levels, although still within required tolerances, provided less strength than tires produced 
at its other plants. 43 

The decreased adhesion was thought to correlate with the existence of residual materials 
(processing lubricants) in the skim stock that were added during a process called “pelletizing.” 
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However. Firestone’s consultant was unable to fmd a correlation between the manufacturing process 
(pelletizing) and the material degradation at Decatur. 

8. Ford’s Recommended Inflation Pressure of 26 psi Exacerbates the Tire's Design Flaw s 

The tire industry universally accepts that low inflation pressure can adversely affect tread life, 
increase tire rolling loss, generate excessive heat, lower gas mileage, and lead to the sudden total 
failure of a tire during operation which, at highway speeds, can have catastrophic results in certain 
poorly designed vehicles. 

All tires are designed to deflect under load. This deflection is what enables the tire to support 
a load. Deflection of the lower sidewall tends to alter the angle of the cord tension and reduces the 
vertical component acting on the "bead wires." the individual filaments that make up the steel belt. 
The upper sidewall tension pulls on the bead w ire and actually provides support for the load from 
the top. The deflection of the tire also benefits traction and tread wear due to size and shape of the 
contact patch, or footprint, of the tire. 

The mechanism by which inflation pressure affects tire performance and durability is 
straightforward. Low inflation tends to make the sidewall of the tire flex, or deflect more than it is 
designed to do. Flexing the sidewall builds up heat, which can cause irreversible damage to the 
internal components of the tire. The more under-inflated a tire is. the faster it rotates, or the more load 
n iv made to carry, the more the tire tends to flex and the more quickly it degrades. 

As a general rule, puncture resistance increases w ith lower inflation, but lower inflation also 
directly impacts Ihe fatigue life of the lire. Key factors associated with fatigue life are the temperature 
inside the tire, the stress-strain field, and cy cles at each condition. The operating variables that 
influence these parameters are speed, load, pressure and lime. Speed and deflection (load and 
pressure i have the greatest influence on tire temperature, while deflection determines the stressistrain 
field of the tire. 

Historically, the tire industry has held that under-inflating a tire by 4 psi or more can be 
dangerous to the internal components of the tire " Studies by traffic safety groups dating back 20 
years have shown that between fO and 80 percent of all surveyed vehicles are running on tires at a 
lower inflation pressure than is recommended. 

Both l ord and Firestone concede that the Firestone tires in question operate at higher 
temperatures than similar tires. Thermal imaging studies performed at Ford’s request indicated that 
the left side of the v ehicle operates hotter than the right side, and the temperature profile of the 
Firestone tire is higher than for equivalent Goodyear tires at a given speed, load and inflation pressure. 
Ford has also suggested that the shoulder design is a factor in the tire's increased internal operating 
temperatures. 


The relationship between inflation pressure and tire performance is well known and well- 
accepted. The follow ing diagram demonstrates this fundamental proposition. 
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The effect of low inflation on internal tire stress 

ftnttc r>i nf (Ln rt) i la fMwW 



The effect of low inflation on intemai tire temperature is illustrated by the following chart. 
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The effect of low inflation on internal tire temperature 
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As depicted. with decreased inflation pressure, internal tire temperature increases after 45 
minutes of operation at 85 mph 

Inherent design problems in the Explorer created the risk that the Explorer would roll over 
during foreseeable turning maneuvers. Instead of modifying the design of the Explorer to fix this 
know n instability . Ford unilaterally chose to recommend that the tires on its SUVs be operated at 26 
psi. significantly below the maximum allowed inflation pressure. Ford's recommendation was a 
Cosmetic attempt to make the Explorer perform better in these quick-tum maneuvers. The direct 
consequence of this decision was that the Ford-recommended lower inflation level increased the 
operating temperature of the tires, triggering a decrease in belt-adhesion properties over and above 
the inadequacies that already existed. 

The decreased inflation pressure that was recommended by Ford also harmed the rolling 
resistance of the tire and. consequently, the fuel efficiency of the Explorer. To correct that fuel 
economy problem. Ford initiated design changes that compounded the tread separation problem: Ford 
ordered a lighter tire that was less durable and more prone to the stresses created by their use on an 
Explorer al the reduced inflation pressutes chosen by Ford. 

In addition to the low inflation problem that resulted from the Explorer's stability problems, 
testing by Firestone reportedly found that Explorer load levels, when coupled with Ford's specified 
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tire pressure of 26 psi. resulted in a tire that was “approaching the limits of its load earn ing 
capacity.*' 4 ''' 

In sum. the tire specified for the Explorer when operated at 26 psi has virtually no margin of 
safety or "robustness” for operation in the real world. Unless the tire is in perfect condition, operated 
at perfect load levels, and maintains perfect inflation {in this case. 35 psi). the tire is highly 
susceptible to failure. 

9. Lack of Adequate Quality Control Further Exacerbates the Tire Design Flaws 

By the very nature of their construction, tires have anomalies caused by splices, belt 
misplacement, uneven cords, cord angle and cord count variation, as well as other variables. These 
potentially harmful variations must be kept within controlled limits during the manufacturing process, 
before the tires are placed in serv ice. These variations, all subject to human inexactness, are the 
reason that manufacturing tolerances are created with both upper and lower bounds of acceptability. 

Lack of adequate quality control of the manufacturing processes at all of the Firestone plants 
where the tires were manufactured led to poorly manufactured tires, thus increasing the likelihood of 
catastrophic failures. Descriptions of the quality control problems are documented in sworn 
testimony by employees at the various plants. 46 Moreover. Ford's "root cause” analysis confirmed 
production problems that ranged from variation in inner liner 47 gauge to "large variability” in belt 
"step-off “ IK and in belt placement in an axial direction. 49 

10. Decatur Does Not Explain the Poor Performance of the Tires 

Ford and Firestone have strained from the outset to limit the recall to only those Wilderness 
AT tires manufactured in Decatur. Unfortunately, their own findings do not support this attribution. 
The following chart reflects data produced by Firestone's consultant. Dr. Sanjay Govindjee, as a 
result of a survey of returned tires which had not failed. Each tire was cut in a cross-section and 
examined to determine whether belt edge cracks existed. This investigation was conducted jointly 
by Ford and Firestone. 


CATEGORY 

BELT EDGE 
CRACKS (%) 

SAMPLE SIZE 

Jotiene South 

61% 

46 

Wilson South 

48% 

50 

Decatur South 

26% 

172 

Joliette North 

23% 

31 

Wilson North 

16% 

31 

Decatur North 

4.6 

152 


Dais published by Govindjee from Returned Tire Survey, 
p. 50, prepared for Firestone Tire Co. 

As noted in the chart the percentage of Decatur tires exhibiting evidence of belt edge cracking 
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was lower than the percentages of tires manufactured at either the Joliene or Wilson plants. 50 Despite 
this clear evidence from Ford and Firestone's own returned tire survey, both companies have 
continued to advise consumers that the non-Decatur Wilderness tires are “safe*" and "world class 
performers.*' 

While Ford and Firestone delay recalling the tires. 61 percent of consumers in the south with 
Joliene-made Wilderness tires and 48 percent of consumers in the south with Wiison-made 
Wilderness tires are likely operating their Explorer with tires that are already exhibiting belt edge 
separations. Many of these consumers are operating their Explorers w ith the Wilderness AT tires 
because Ford and Firestone have publicly represented that these tires are safe, free of any defect, and 
will not suffer catastrophic failure while in operation. By continuing to ignore reality, both Ford and 
Firestone are consciously placing the consuming public at risk. 

With regard to the issue of differing manufacturing processes used at Decatur versus those 
used at other plants, the following chart demonstrates the plant-to-plant differences that do exist 
between Decatur. Wilson and Joliette. As the chart below shows, however, there is no pattern of 
differences that would indicate that Decatur was in some way unique in terms of manufacturing 
processes. The " signifies that the process used at that particular plant is different from the other 
plants producing the tires in question. As noted. Wilson has the most differences in the 
manufacturing process. 


PROCESS 

DECATUR 

WILSON 

JOUETTE 





Banbun. 

- 



Steel Cord 



* 

Tire Assembly Machine 


- 


C urine 


- 



The Banbun process is both a machine and a stage of production, wherein the rubber is mixed 
with steel cords. The Decatur plant uses "pellitizing” in its Banbury process and the other plants use 
slabs If. as Firestone has stated, the "pellitizing" process introduces adhesion-damaging lubricants 
into the process in Decatur, are all Decatur tires failing like the ATX and Wilderness AT tires? If so, 
shouldn't the> be recalled as well? 

Statistical evidence has been produced by several different sources on a number of different 
occasions refuting the argument that Decatur should be stuck with the entire blame for the bad tires. 51 

Moreover, Firestone has repeatedly refused to make adjustment data comparing the failure rates for 
all tires manufactured at Decatur during the relevant time periods publicly available. 
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11. Road Hazards and Repairs are Not Major Factors Associated with Failures 

All tires are exposed to road hazards, punctures and repairs. According to Ford's analysis of 
claims filed following tread separations, only about 3 in 10 failures involved tires that had evidence 
of puncture repair. This means that 7 of 1 0 failures that resulted in claims were failures of puncture- 
free tires. This is consistent with analysis that the root cause of Firestone tire failures is not a 
customer problem, but a design problem. It should likew ise be noted that neither Ford nor Firestone 
advises against puncture repair of steel belted radial tires. 

12. The P255/70R16 (16-inch) Wilderness AT Tire Fails for the Same Reasons 

In the mid-1990's. Firestone developed a P255/70R16 Wilderness AT tire for. among other 
things, use on the Ford Explorer. Due to a pattern of failures in the Gulf Coast countries, including 
Saudi Arabia and other nations, and in Venezuela. Ford moved quickly to recall 16-inch tires. 

Both Ford and Firestone have refused to recall the 16-inch tires in the U.S.. claiming that the 
environmental ‘'circumstances - ' in the Gulf Coast countries and Venezuela were "unique.'' Both 
Public Citizen and Sqfenforum.com have objected to this refusal and. citing repeated failures of 16- 
inch Firestone tires in the U.S.. have urged an expansion of the tecail to include these tires. 

Evidence shows that the 1 6-inch tires remain a hazard. A case in point: Indoor wheel testing 
of a 1 6-inch Wilderness AT tire was performed at an independent laboratory using routine procedures 
designed to obtain the tire force and moment characteristics for use in computer simulation analyses 
of the Ford Explorer. During the testing, which included the use of new production tires, one of the 
16-inch Wilderness AT tires suffered an unexpected tread separation. The following photo was taken 
following the testing. 
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'I he testing not designed to evaluate the durability of the tire. To the contrary, the testing 
u.i- designed to ex aluate certain force and moment characteristics of the tires in turning maneuvers. 
Although the lest protocol requires set ere slip angles in order to evaluate the performance capability 
ul the tire in set ere maneuvers, the tire should not fail during testing. This type of failure is further 
e\ iJenee ol the lack of robustness present in the tires from a design standpoint. 

VI. The Role of the Explorer 

A. Firestone Speaks Out on Rollover 

In < icioher. 21X11), John i.ampc. Firestone's Executive Vice President, made the following 
statement: 


! ires will fail, and do so for a number of reasons. In most cases, a 
x chicle that experiences a tire failure can be broughl safely under 
control However. »e have seen an alarming number of serious 
accidents from rollovers of the Explorer after a tire failure. 

Ford's own internal investigation of Explorer rollover crashes in Venezuela that involved tire 
failures concluded that the problem was "unique" in that a “high incidence of vehicle roll over after 
a tire Wow out or tread loss ha|d| not been delected for other vehicle brands." such as Toyota. General 
Motors and Chry sler. 
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Following an analysis of national and Florida crash statistics by the H'ashingion Post w hich 
found that the Explorer has more tire-related crashes than other SUV's. James Fell, a retired NHTSA 
chief researcher, stated: 

The [findings] give an indication that there may be a factor with the 
Ford Explorer beyond the tire issue. It's a first indicator that they may 
have a stability problem. 

Likewise, former NFiTSA Administrator Sue Bailey verified that the Explorer w as part of the 
agency's tire investigation: 

The Explorer is part of the ongoing investigation because we are 
concerned about the rollover capability’. 

Firestone's position regarding the Explorer is based on its own analysis of warranty records. 
Relying on adjustment data that it has refused to make public. Firestone says that its ATX and 
Wilderness AT tires do not fail more frequently than other tires’ but that a failure on an Explorer more 
often results in someone dying or being injured. In other words. Firestone claims that the real culprit 
in the deaths and injuries is Ford. 

B. In Their Research, Ford and Firestone Have Ignored the Risks Posed By (he Explorer 

Neither Ford nor Firestone hav e chosen to directly focus their "root cause" investigations on 
the role of the Explorer in causing the injuries and fatalities that result from tread separations. In its 
report of December 19. 2000. Firestone stated: 

This summary report does not address vehicle performance or 
driver response issues after a tread separation occurs. That 
interaction, which is certainly an important factor in determining 
the cause of the serious accidents related to tires and the vehicles 
upon which they are mounted, is beyond the scope of the 
company's review and this summary. 

C. The Unique Role of SUVs and the Explorer in Rollover Crashes 

The greatest harm associated with tread separations of the Firestone ATX. ATX II and 
Wilderness AT tires is rollover-related fatalities and injuries. According to the NHTSA defect 
investigation database. 86 percent of the fatalities associated with the defective tires are fatal injuries 
that were suffered when an Explorer rolled over after the tread separation. According to Firestone, 
the Explorer's rollover experience after a tread separation is unique in Firestone's history of providing 
radial tires to the auto industry .” 

Almost 200 U.S. citizens have died when their Explorers rolled over following a tread 
separation on a Firestone tire. Although this toll is alarming, the overall death toll for rollover crashes 
in the U.S. is even more astonishing. Rollover deaths comprise nearly one-third of the total number 
of occupant fatalities in both 1999 and 2000. 
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Crashes in which a vehicle rolled over accounted for 56 percent of single- vehicle crash deaths 
and 1 1 perceni of multi-vehicle crash deaths in 1999. ?: As this suggests, vehicle rollovers produce 
catastrophic crashes that are heavily associated with occupant fatalities. As yet another indicator, 
nearly 20 percent of fatal crashes are rollover crashes. In comparison, rollovers constitute 5 percent 
of the crashes that produce injury, and a mere 1 percent of the crashes that produce only property 
damage. 

Using data from 1995-1999 in the National Accident Sampling System (NASS). NHTSA 
estimates that an average of 253.000 w ere towed from a rollover crash in each of those years and that 
27.000 occupants of these vehicles were seriously injured, as defined by NHTSA ‘s Abbreviated lnjur> 
Scaling System. The vast majority of those crashes, numbering some 205.000. were single-vehicle 
rollovers. incurring 19,000 serious injuries. 5 "' 

Surprisingly, 35 percent of those who suffered a serious injurs' in a single-vehicle tow-away 
rollover were wearing safety belts at the time of the crash. 54 Safety belt use is always referenced as 
a "lop priority*’ in reducing injuries in rollover and other types of crashes. Nonetheless, according 
to N1 ITS A. over 3 of even 10 consumers suffer serious injury, such as a broken hip. in single-vehicle 
rollovers, despite their use of a safety bell. 

Deaths in pickups and utility' vehicles have more than doubled since 1975.” According to 
NHTSA** National Center for Statistics and Analysis, in 1999. 10.133 people were killed as 
occupants of passenger vehicles in rollover crashes, including 1.898 people who were occupants of 
SCW*' In even more recent data. SUVs continue to demonstrate that they pose a rollover hazard 
in comparison to other classes of vehicles. 

In 2000. the number of rollover deaths in most vehicle categories remained the same, or 
decreased, in comparison to 1999 levels. The sole exception to this genera! positive trend was the 
higher number of rollover fatalities for occupants of SUVs. For the year 2000. the number of SUV 
occupants killed in a rollover crash rose 2.8 percent from 1999 levels to a total of 4.661 deaths. 57 

If the data are sorted based upon the outcome of crashes for occupants. SUVs fare badly. 
NHTSA notes that in 1999 ‘'compared with other vehicle types, utility vehicles experienced the 
highest rollover rates: 37.8 in fatal crashes. 10 percent in injury crashes, and 2.5 percent in propmy- 
damage-onlv crashes.” 58 

The follow ing graph illustrates the elevated risk of fatality in rollover crashes in SUVs. and 
shows that SUVs have the highest number of fatalities in rollover crashes per million registered 

vehicles. 
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Fatality Rates in Rollover Crashes 
1991-98 FARS Average Annual 



I attliti** per M Alien R tpit«rt< Vehicle* 

Such statistics make it abundantly clear that rollover crashes result in harm, that they are an 
especially severe problem for light vehicles and SUVs. and that the problem needs to be addressed 
from the standpoint of both crash prevention and crash protection. Addressing this issue in the 
context of catastrophic tire failures, although of critical importance given the Explorer's current tire- 
related problems, should properly be viewed as but one element of a much broader concern for 
occupant protection that requires prompt NHTSA and auto manufacturer action. 

D. The Sl ! V Design Characteristics That Lead to Vehicle Rollover 

Applying some of the fundamental laws of physics, the stability of a vehicle can be 
characterized by a static measurement that is a ratio between the height and width of the vehicle's 
track. This is called the vehicle's static stability factor. or SSF (SSF = T/2H where T is the track 
width and H is the center of gravity height). 

A vehicle's roll gradient - the tendency to lean during cornering - is defined as the amount 
of tip angle per cornering acceleration (i.e. degrees per "g" force). In layman's terms, it is a 
measurement of how much the vehicle tends to tilt sideways as the tires begin to slide on the 
pavement. As the follow ing NHTSA graph shows, a vehicle's propensity to roll over increases as its 
SSF decreases. Another way of stating this is that the lower the SSF. the more likely it is that the 
vehicle will roll over in the real world. 
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sat* 



NHTJvV starting this year after more than a decade of rulemaking discussion and delay, 
recently measured a variety of v ehicles, including SUVs. to determine their SSF. As the following 
table indicates, the Ford Explorer, in all model y ears, has an SSF that is among the lowest of all SUVs 
measured. In fact, the only ones with worse SSFs are vehicles that are no longer manufactured or sold 
in the r.S. Also of significance is that the post- 1995 model Explorers is worse, not better, than 
eurher t'9n-“94t Explorers. 


VEHICLE 

Toyota 4Runner 
Jsuzu Trooper 
Bronco II 
Explorer (4-door) 
Isuzu Rodeo 
Honda Passport 
Toyota 4 Runner 
Explorer {4-doorl 
liu/u Trooper 
Grand Cherokee 
Nissan Pathfinder 
Jeep Cherokee 
S 10 Blazer 
Acura SLX 
Suzuki Samurai 
S 10 Blazer 
Nissan Pathfinder 
Geo Tracker 
Honda CR-V 
jeep W rangier 


MY 

SSF 

90-95 

1.01 

88-91 

1.02 

88-90 

1.04 

95-98 

1.06 

91-97 

1.06 

91-9? 

1.06 

96-98 

1.06 

91-94 

1.07 

92-94 

1.07 

93-98 

1.07 

88-95 

1.0? 

88-97 

1.08 

95-98 

1.09 

95-98 

1.09 

88-95 

1.09 

88-94 

1.11 

96-98 

Ml 

89-98 

M3 

97-98 

l.!9 

88-96 

1221 


In addition to static measurements. NHTSA also conducted dynamic proving ground rollover 
resistance testing of a variety of vehicles, including a 1998 Ford Explorer. The J-Tum testing of the 
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Explorer was limixed to approximately 53 mph due to the vehicle's tendency to "oversteer." or "spin* 
out." during the maneuver. During the higher speed testing that was conducted, the driver was 
required to "counter- steer" in an effort to keep the vehicle from spinning out. In laymen's terms, the 
design of the Explorer placed the test driver at risk, due to the tendency of the vehicle to go out of 
control during a turning maneuver that imitates the letter "J". 

E. In Consumer Tests, the Explorer Performed Poorly 

To assess the handling characteristics of an Explorer exposed to a simulated tread separation 
. a post- 1995 model. 4-door Explorer was purchased to measure its static design characteristics. 
Initially, the vehicle was tested based on accepted industry procedures. Basic handling and stability 
characteristics were measured and converted to a computer simulation. 

The measurements showed that the Explorer had design characteristics that directly influenced 
rollover propensity, including a poor static stability' factor (T/2H). a tendency to over-steer at high 
levels of lateral acceleration, and a rear suspension compression bump-stop ?<> influence on directional 
stability under severe maneuvering conditions that aggravated the vehicle's tendency to over-steer. 

The over-steer phenomenon occurs when large roll angles cause rear suspension bump-stop contact, 
which then significantly increases the effective rear suspension roll stiffness, leading to rear tire side 
force saturation. To translate: "side force saturation" (i.e.. the vehicle's tires are not gripping the road, 
but are sliding sideways) results in an over-steer response (the vehicle's back-end begins to slide 
around sideways), which in tum leads to larger side slip angles under emergency maneuvering 
conditions, followed by the tip-up of the vehicle and rollover. 

The handling characteristics of the Explorer were then evaluated through both an on-track 
testing of simulated catastrophic tread separations and a computer simulation. The computer 
simulation, created for the U.S. Department of Transportation, evaluated the Explorer's performance 
in a variety of maneuvers, including a reversal steer maneuver designed to analyze the vehicle’s 
directional stability and rollover propensity. The vehicle parameters w f ere obtained for the simulation 
through the testing of an Explorer in a shop. Tire characteristics were obtained from Veridian 
iCalspan) tire tests using methods accepted by the industry. The Veridian test data were submitted 
to fitting procedures that were developed at Systems Technology. Inc., for preparing a tire model 
parameter lile for use in a computer simulation. These tests confirmed the Explorer's tendency to lift 
its wheels off the pavement in turning maneuvers at reasonably anticipated speeds/steering wheel 
inputs. 


The on-track testing was conducted in Arizona using an Explorer that had been outfitted with 
instruments to collect information about handling characteristics. One of the rear tires was prepared 
to experience a simulated tire tread separation while the vehicle was operated on a straight, flat 
asphalt surface at 60 mph. The following photograph shows the preparation process that was used 
to create a simulated tread separation on that vehicle. 
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The next figures show the prepared tire mounted on the rear of the instrumented test vehicle. 
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The test evaluated the vehicle's response to the simulated tread separation event. The steering 
wheel was held in a fixed position at 0±2 degrees, before and during the event, and the tread* 
separation event occurred over at least one second. The tests were videotaped. 

The following figure shows the Explorer after one of the early tread separation runs, in which 
the vehicle rolled completely over after it jerked uncontrollably when the tread separated. The 
rollover occurred despite the fact that outriggers were attached. The professional driver was protected 
by both a five-point racing harness and a roll bar. 



The next figure displays slip angle data for the Explorer in the simulated tread separation run. 
At approximately 31 seconds into the run. the Explorer began developing a high slip angle that 
exceeded 40 degrees during the maneuver. 
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Test 2030 Run G 
Tread Separation Event Test 



24 0 25.0 26.0 27.0 280 2S.0 30.0 310 320 330 34 0 

Time (Sec) 


The next figure shows the vehicle’s heading during the run. At approx imately 31 seconds into 
the run. the vehicle violently changed: within one second, it jerked approximately 25 degrees; at two 
seconds, it changed directions by more than 50 degrees, and in iess than three seconds the change in 
direction peaked at about 75 degrees. 

Giv en that typical reaction time in emergency situations is approximately 2.5 to 3 seconds, 
an ordinary driver would have had no ability to control the violent jerk exhibited by the Explorer 
following tread separation. 
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Once the test driver began to lose directional control of the vehicle, the Explorer became 
unreasonably prone to vehicle rollover because of its high center of gravity', relatively narrow track 
width, short wheelbase, and sensitive steering. Compounding the problem was that the vehicle is 
marketed for a use for which it is not designed: freeway driving as the functional equivalent of a 
station wagon. The relatively large tires contribute to the Explorer's propensity to roll over. 

Conclusion 

The summer heat is almost upon us once more, yet some of the Ford Explorers on the 
highway may still be at risk of catastrophic rollover crashes caused by tread separations on their 
faulty Firestone tires. A new round in this tragedy would devastate consumers, and further harm 
the reputations of Ford and Firestone, who have promised since the end of last summer that the 
problem was fixed. 

This report shows that the design and subsequent re-designs of the Firestone tire are the 
result of a long series of cost- and weight-saving miscalculations and gambles by Ford. Ford 
addressed the handling and stability problems in the design of their Explorer vehicle by tinkering 
with the inflation levels and weight of its tires, thus making what was already a bad problem into a 
lethal one. 

A direct and comprehensive solution is required. It must include the recall of all the 
defective tires, including the nomDecatur 15-inch Wilderness AT tires and all 16-inch Wilderness 
AT Tires, and a full public information and customer notification program to tell owners of Ford 
Explorers and the public about the demonstrated hazards associated with these vehicles. New 
safety standards and. informational outreach on the part of NHTSA are also imperative. 

The companies have thus far produced only false reassurances and partial explanations. 

As this report points out. since August of last year Ford and Firestone have failed to acknowledge 
the many weaknesses and omissions in their official account of the causes of these tragic crashes. 

U is time for them to step up. to fulfill their duties as corporate citizens, and to really "make it 
right" — before any more of their customers are unnecessarily injured or killed. 


43 



450 


Appendix I 


The following chart provides a list of the sample ores chosen for the x-ray portion of the project: 



Tire Size 

Desapn 

Plant 

Bag 

24 

P235-5R15 

Wilderness AT 

Wilson 

396 

45 

P235-5R15 

Wilderness AT 

Decatur 

219 

46 

P235/-5RS5 

Wilderness AT 

Wilson 

04“ 

58 

P235 5R15 

Wilderness AT 

Jolierte 

165 

26 

P235/-5R15 

ATX 

Decatur 

024 

“ 

P235.'"5R15 

ATX 

Joberte 

2"2 

2“ 

P235 ‘5R15 

ATX 

jolierte 

272 


P235/~5R15 

Wilderness AT 

Joliette 

048 

4 

P235“5RJ5 

Wilderness AT 

Joliette 

058 


P235 "5R33 

Wilderness AT 

Joliette 

058 

<* 

P235 “5RI5 

Wilderness AT 

loliette 

058 

25 

P235 5R1 

ATX 

Decatur 

535 

2* 

P235 *5R!3 

Wilderness AT 

Wilson 

059 

45 

P235 “5R13 

W'ildemess AT 

Wilson 

14" 

4li 

P235."5Ri3 

ATX 

Oklahoma Citv 

119 

5" 

P235 5RI5 

ATX 

Oklahoma Citv 

119 

35 

P235 “5R l 

ATX 

Jolierte 

283 

l 

P235 *5R13 

ATX 

Decatur 

493 

2 

P235 ~5R 3 

ATX 

Decatur 

493 

14 

P235 “5RS5 

Wilderness AT 

Jolierte 

2300 

15 

P235 “5Ri5 

W'ildemess AT 

Jolierte 

2300 

16 

P235 "SRI'S 

Wilderness AT 

joberte 

2300 

1" 

P235 3R 1 

W ilderness AT 

Joberte 

2300 

1.3 

P235 "5R15 

Wilderness AT 

Aiken 

1900 

21 

1*235 ‘OR it, 

Wilderness HT 

Wilson 

397 

22 

P235 "OR 16 

W ilderness HT 

Wilson 

02? 

23 

P235 "OR 16 

W'ildemess HT 

Wilson 

226 

3 » 

P235 "UR 16 

Wilderness HT 

Wilson 

226 

31 

P235 "5R15 

W'ildemess AT 

Decatur 

its 

32 

1*235 "5R15 

Wilderness AT 

Decatur 

118 

34 

1*235 ~5R 1 5 

W ilderness AT 

Decatur 

118 

36 

P235 "5R15 

ATX 

Wilson 

377 

30 

P235 “5R15 

ATX 

Decamr 

447 

35 

P235 5R15 

ATX 

Decatur 

447 

3“ 

P235 “5R13 

ATX 

Decatur 

408 
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12 

P255/70R16 

W ilderness AT 

loliette 

2“9 

19 

P255/~0R16 

Wilderness AT 

loliene 

139 

42 

P235/"5R15 

Wilderness AT 

Decamr 

45“ 

44 

P235/75R15 

Wilderness AT 

Decarur 

43“ 

29 

P235/“5R15 

Wilderness AT 

Decarur 

43“ 

41 

P235/-5R15 

Wilderness AT 

Decamr 

45“ 

8 
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Endnotes 


1 The word “tread separation" in the context in which it is used in the present report refers to a “belt leaving belt" 
condition, which is sometimes referred to as BLB. Although the tread clearly separates from the tire, the separation is 
actually between the two steel belts. 

: Tab Turner is Safety forum.com' s “attorney of record" for tires and vehicle stability . 

' Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. Status Report: Driver Death Rates. Vol. 35. No. 7. Aug. 2000. 

J Id. 

‘ Belt Wedges are circular wedges piaced around the circumference of both sidewalls between the two steel belts to 
stiffen and strengthen the lire. The function of the wedge is to: a) separate the edges of the two steel belts, thus 
minimizing strain: b) help distribute the shear forces (stress and strain) to adjacent components: and c) help the 
adhesion of the surrounding components. 

' Approximately three weeks after the recall was announced. NHTSA asked Firestone to expand the recall to include 
other tires because of the consumer complaints that the agency had received and the early results from its own defect 
in \ estimation revealed that other models were experiencing rates of tread separations that exceeded those of the 
recalled tires, sometimes by a large margin. Firestone refused to expand the recall. NHTSA responded by issuing a 
"consumer advisory" designed to warn consumers that about 1.4 million other Firestone tires, about half of which 
were still on the road, were experiencing high tread-separation rates, many of them other models of ATX and 
\\ ildemess tires made in the early 1990s. After being chastised during congressional hearings the following month. 
Firestone promised to replace the tires listed in NHTSA’s consumer advisory at the consumer's request, but still 
relumed to expand the scope of the recall. The burden of requesting that tires listed in the consumer advisory be 
replaced fell upon the consumer. 

The Safety of Firestone 500 Steel Belled Radial Tires. Report by the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 
o! the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. July 16. 1978. at 15. 

‘ Jin- Safety of Fn cstonc 500 Steel Belted Radial Tires. Report by the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 
oi the Committee on interstate and Foreign Commerce. July 16. 1978. at 34. 

The Safety of Firestone 500 Steel Belted Radial Tires. Report by the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 
of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. July 16. 1978. at 15. 

'' See 1 irestone press release. Dec. 19. 2000. 

’ The Safety of Firestone 500 Steel Belted Radiul Tires. Report by the Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. July 16. 1978, at 1 , An “adjustment rate” is the 
percentage of tires produced by a company which it accepts back from customers because of some problem with tires 
that occurs before their useful tread is wom. The customer is allowed a credit (or adjustment) for the remaining tread 
hie. to be applied toward the purchase of replacement tires. The adjustment rate for the Firestone 500 tire was 17.5 
percent In the case of the present ATX Wilderness AT investigation. Firestone has not revealed a total adjustment 
rate for the tires thus making a comparison impossible. 

: The Safety of Firestone 500 Steel Belted Radial Tires. Report by the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 
of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. July 16. 1978. at v. 

: The Sufen al Firestone 500 Steel Belted Radial Tires. Report by the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 
of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. July 10. 1978. at 3. 

'* The Safety of Firestone 500 Steel Belled Radial Tires. Report by the Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. July 16, 1978. at 13. In response to Firestone’s 
excuse that "high speed" was involved in many of the reported Firestone 500 crashes, the Subcommittee observed that 
it was "not willing to excuse Firestone from responsibility in these instances on the basis of evidence of high speed 
driving " 

See F ord Motor Company press release of Dec. 19. 2000. 

• http: media.lbrd.com article display .cfm?ariicle_id=6790>. 

" Ford internal document no. PE00-20 4018. July 26. 1999. 

Id. 

’* Deposition by Tab Turner of James Gardner. Product Analysis Engineer. Firestone, Dec. 13, 2000. 

1,1 Spinning Their Wheels: Hose Ford and Firestone Fail to Justify The Limited Recall, by Public Citizen and 
Safetyforum.com , Jan. 4. 2001. 

Deposition by Tab Turner of Robert Martin.- Vice President. Quality Assurance, Firestone, Nov. 27, 2000. 
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:i A flotation tire is a large tire that is typically designated with a light truck designation and is designed to operate at 
high inflation pressures. 

" Deposition by Tab Turner of Robert Martin. Vice President. Quality Assurance. Firestone, Nov. 27. 2000. 

35 Deposition by Tab Turner of Michael Reep, Design Engineer. Firestone. Dec. 13. 2000. 

24 Deposition by Tab Turner of James Gardner. Product Analysis Engineer. Firestone. Dec. 13. 2000. 

25 Deposition by Tab Turner of Michael Reep. Design Engineer. Firestone. Dec. 13. 2000. 

“ Id. 

"Standard Load" refers to a passenger tire with a maximum inflation pressure of 35 lbs. An "extra load" tire, on 
the other hand, is a passenger tire with a maximum inflation pressure of 4 1 lbs. which allows for greater load carrying 
capacity. 

28 Deposition by Tab Turner of Michael Reep. Design Engineer. Firestone. Dec. 13. 2000. 

29 Deposition by Tab Turner of James Gardner. Product Analysis Engineer. Firestone. Dec. 13. 2000. 

3 " Deposition by Tab Turner of Brian Queisar. Firestone Design Engineer. Dec. 20. 2000. 

31 Keith Bradsher. "Expert Says Car Weight Was Key in Tire Failures." New York Times. Feb. 3. 2001. 

Deposition bv Tab Turner of Brian Queisar. Firestone Desien Engineer. Dec. 20. 2000. 

33 Id. 

34 Id. 

35 Id. 

3< ‘ Deposition by Tab Turner of Thomas Baughman. Chief of Engineering. Ford Motor Company, Dec. 21. 2000. 

Ford Motor Company press release. Dec. 19. 2000. < http: media. ford. com article displav.cfrn?article id=6790 >, 

38 Id. 

3W External cracking can also result from the failure to incorporate sufficient amounts of antioxidants in the 
compound. 

411 Bridgestone/Firestone Root Cause Report, by Firestone consultant Dr. Sanjav Govindjee, Feb. 2. 2001. 

41 Ford's "root cause" analysis speculated that Firestone had chosen a "cheaper" inner liner gauge because Ford did 
not specifically call for a requirement of air loss versus time in the initial tire specifications. Ford also noted a 
significant variability in the inner liner gauge from tire to tire as manufactured. See Ford Motor Company press 
release of Dec. 19. 2000. <http://media.ford.com/article_display.cfm?anicle_id=6790>. 

42 Firestone press release. Dec. 19. 2000. at 4-5. 

43 Id. at 5. 

44 The Safety of Firestone 500 Steel Belted Radial Tires. Repon by the Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, page 36. citing testimony of Firestone engineer 
Robert Lee. July. 16. 1978. 

45 Firestone press release. Dec. 19. 2000. at 6. 

4, ‘ Depositions by Tab Turner of Joe Roundtree and Deraid Burke. Bridgestone'Firestone employees at the company’s 
Decatur. Illinois, plant, July 23. 2000. 

4 ' The inner liner is the layer between the air inside the tire and the internal components of the tire. 

48 Belt "step-ofT means that the lower belt is wider than the upper belt. 

4 ‘' Axial refers to an up and down direction. 

,ft Bridgestone 'Firestone Root Cause Report, by Firestone consultant Dr. Sanjav Govindjee, Feb. 2, 2001 at 27. 50. 

51 See. e.g .. Spinning Their Wheels: How Ford and Firestone Fail to Justify The Limited Recall , by Public Citizen 
and Sqfetyforum.com. Jan. 4. 2001. 

52 Data according to an interpretation of the Department of Transportation's Fatality Analysis Reporting System 
(PARS) by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. Fatality Facts. Oct. 2000. 

M Consumer Information Regulations: Rollover Resistance. 49 CFR Part 575. Vol. 66. No. 9 Fed. Reg. Jan. 12, 2001. 

* 4 Id. 

Data according to an interpretation of the Department of Transportation's Fatality Analysis Reporting System 
(FARS) by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, Fatality Facts. Oct. 2000. 

ib National Center for Statistics and Analysis. 2000 Motor l ehicle Crashes Injury and Fatality 1 Estimates Early 
Assessment. Mar. 200 1 . 

57 Id. 

58 National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 1999 . Dec. 2000, at 61. 

iq "Bump stop" refers to an elastic component of the suspension that is designed to limit compression travel of the 
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suspension svstem as the vehicle roils. 
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SafetyforuiUom 

SPECIAL REPORT 

Spinning Their Wheels: How Ford and Firestone 
Fail to Justify the Limited Tire Recall 

Evidence assembled by 
Safetyforum.com and Public Citizen 
January 4, 2001 



l. Introduction 

On August 9, 2000, Ford Motor Company and Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. 
jointly announced the recall of approximately 6.5 million ATX, ATX II and Wilderness 
AT tires. The recall included the P235/75R15 ATX and ATX II tires, but only a 
certain number of Wilderness AT tires. The Wilderness AT tires included in the 
recall were only those P235/75R15 tires produced at Firestone's Decatur, Illinois 
plant. Most of these tires were used as standard equipment on Ford Explorers. 

According to recent figures released by the federal auto safety regulatory 
agency, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), failures 
associated with these tires have so far resulted in 148 deaths and over 500 injuries. 
The majority of the tire failures that caused injury or death occurred in the south and 
southwest regions of the U.S and virtually all involved Ford Explorers. This report 
investigates the causes for these tire failures, and marshals the evidence to show 
that the scope of the recall still underway is significantly too narrow to protect 
consumers from tire failures and potentially fatal rollover crashes. 


A. The Word from Ford and Firestone 
1. Firestone 

On December 19. 2000, Firestone issued a report acknowledging design flaws 
in its 6.5 million recalled tires while blaming both itself and Ford for the 
consequences of the tire failures. Firestone's news release cited four major causes 
of the tire failures and crashes of the Explorers: 

Design problems in the Explorer triggered Ford’s recommendation that 
the tires be inflated to 26 pounds per square inch (psi). significantly 
lower than the maximum allowed. According to Firestone, the lower 
inflation rate "increased the running temperature of tires and 
contributed to a decreased belt-adhesion level;" 

There were problems with the manufacturing process in the Firestone 
Decatur plant. Firestone specifically cited the composition of the rubber 
used and the adhesion characteristics of tires made in the Decatur 
plant. According to Firestone, the recalled tires from Decatur "exhibited 
different belt-adhesion characteristics, including lower initial adhesion, 
than those same size and line of tires produced at other plants;" 
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There was a problem in the tire’s design, specifically in the shoulder of 
the tire, which, according to Firestone, "could lead to cracking ... in the 
wedge area of the tire [and] result in a reduction of resistance against 
belt detachment or tread separation;” 

Customer were misusing the tires. Firestone reiterated its common 
theme that "tire industry experience demonstrates that many tread 
separations can be caused by various forms of tire damage 
encountered in daily use, such as punctures, improper repairs, [and] 
severe impacts." 


2. Ford 

A report issued by Ford likewise blamed the failures of the tires on a 
combination of design problems and manufacturing difficulties encountered at 
Firestone's Decatur plant, but Ford disputed Firestone's claim that Ford Explorer 
design flaws played a role in the crashes. Ford reported that its “engineers and 
scientists" were involved in "ongoing statistical analysis" and that the company's “test 
data" appeared to agree with many of Firestone’s preliminary conclusions. Ford's 
report included the following findings: 


Testing on Ford and other makes of vehicles and on tire test rigs 
showed that the P235/75R15 ATX and Wilderness AT tires do become 
hotter during use than similar competitive designs, although Ford did 
not know the cause of this. 

Test data also showed that rubber cohesion is lower in the belt area of 
Decatur-built tires. The test data, however, did not tell Ford what aspect 
of the manufacturing process may cause this. 

Ford did not test or analyze tires which have had a puncture repaired, 
but stated that it seems reasonable that a tire that is already sensitive 
to heat because of design and manufacturing conditions could be 
progressively damaged if it was further heated because of lower 
inflation pressures prior to or following a repair. 

While Ford was unable to fully define the cause of the tread separation 
problem, its "preliminary root cause hypothesis" was as follows: 

"The design of the tire generates high stresses and heat 
in the wedge and belt area. Manufacturing processes at 
Firestone's Decatur Plant reduce the cohesion level of the 
rubber in that same area of the tire. This reduced strength 
permits cracks to propagate between the steel belts. We 
believe it is a combination of manufacturing factors and 
the reaction of the tire design to field operating conditions 
including hot weather and very low tire pressure that have 
caused the increased failure rate of these tires.” 

Despite these differences of opinion relating to the role of the Explorer in 
causing tread separations, crashes, and. most importantly, many deaths and 
injuries, and despite the companies' ongoing inability to define the cause of the 
problem, both Ford and Firestone argued that the current recall was “adequate" to 
protect consumers 


B. Why the Recall Should Be Expanded 
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The purpose of this report is to respond to these assertions by Ford and 
Firestone concerning the causes and mysteries of this tragic situation, and 
supplement the factual basis for the repeated calls of various consumer 
organizations, victims’ groups, victims, and family members for an expansion of the 
recall to include the 15-inch and 15-inch Wilderness AT tires of the type used on the 
Explorer, regardless of the place of manufacture. The best available data indicate 
that this amounts to 5.6 million 15-inch tires and a much smaller number of 16-inch 
tires. This report presents ample proof of the need for an expanded recall of 
additional Wilderness tires, showing that: 

The recalled Wilderness AT Tires, made in the Decatur plant, are 
identical in design to the Wilderness AT tires produced primarily in the 
Wilson and Joliette plants that have yet to be recalled. They are also 
virtually identical to the non-recalled Wilderness in the materials and 
process used to manufacture them. 

The failure mode — or reason for failure — in the tires which causes the 
tread separations is virtually identical in every instance concerning both 
recalled and non-recalled tires. 

Ford has now formally conceded that the non-recalled Wilderness AT 
tires, i.e.. those made at Firestone plants other than Decatur, are not. in 
design terms, sufficiently “robust," and that the tires could very well fail 
under foreseeable operating conditions in the U.S. 

Ford and Firestone are relying upon a very selective and limited 
database of unverified "statistical information" to support their 
continued refusal to recall the remainder of the tires. They refuse to 
evaluate warranty data (also called adjustment data) or to consider 
litigation information or consumer complaints in their evaluations. 

Ford originally claimed that “unique environmental conditions" were the 
cause of tire failures in Saudi Arabia and both Ford and Firestone cited 
these conditions in support of their decision not to recall 16-inch tires in 
the U.S.. even though the recalls (called 'customer satisfaction 
campaigns by the companies") that were conducted in Saudi Arabia 
were for tires identical to those sold in the U.S. Ford has since 
conceded that these allegedly “unique" conditions did not in fact explain 
the tire failure problem in Saudi Arabia, that similar conditions exist in 
the U.S.. and that those conditions may be the cause of tire failures 
here. 

The large number of deaths and serious injuries associated with 
Firestone tread separations leading to Explorer rollover crashes raises 
serious safety issues concerning the design of Ford's Explorer. 

Although the majority of the discussion in Ford and Firestone's 
respective reports focuses on the “root cause" of the tire failures, as 
opposed to the role of the Explorer in causing the injuries, the unusually 
large number of Explorers that roll over following tread separations 
cannot be ignored. Firestone s consistent public position that the 
Explorer plays a significant role in causing deaths and injuries further 
emphasizes the need to include an analysis of safety problems in the 
Explorer's design and the lack of rollover safety margin. 

Given the catastrophic results that flow from the combination of 
poorly-performing tires on a rollover-prone vehicle. Ford and Firestone shoulder a 
heavy burden in refusing to recall all the Ford Explorer Wilderness tires. 

The real story behind the recall begins with the design history of the tires and 
the vehicle for which they were made. 



458 


li. The Design History: Ford and Firestone Working Together 
A. The ATX and Wilderness AT Tires 

The Firestone P235/75R15 ATX - sometimes referred to informally as the ATX 
it - was specifically created for use on the Explorer. Earlier versions of the tire were 
produced as a flotation tire for Recreational Vehicles (RVs) and were designed with 
aggressive tread patterns and zigzag treatment on the sides, or “shoulders," of the 
tires. As the market for sports utility vehicles (SUVs) shifted to include traditional 
users of station wagons and other family passenger cars, Ford instructed Firestone 
to develop a “hybrid tire" which looked like an aggressive truck tire but performed like 
a passenger tire Company documents show that this modified ATX tire to be 
developed by Firestone was ordered by Ford for marketing reasons: Ford wanted 
larger tires, which it believed would better fit the image of the Explorer and help to 
increase sales. 

As is further explained below, the ATX II tire was redesigned in 1994. The 
modifications reduced the weight of the tire by approximately 10 percent. 


The Wilderness AT tire was eventually designed to replace the ATX II tire 
beginning with Ford's 1995 Explorer model. Tires of both types were mainly 
manufactured at three Firestone facilities in Decatur, IL. Wilson, N.C., and Joiiette in 
Quebec. Canada. According to information provided by Firestone, the production of 
ATX I! and Wilderness AT P235/75R15 tires varied by year and plant site: 


Production by Year for P235 /7 5R15 



■ D e c a tu r 
■i J o lie tte 

■ W ils o n 


B. Rollover Risks and the Ford Explorer 

The Ford Explorer was first produced in 1990 to replace the Bronco II starting 
in the 1991 model year. Bronco II was known to have a dangerous tendency to flip 
over during typical emergency turning maneuvers. The Explorer was referred to as 
the “4 door Bronco 1 1” during development The name was changed when the 
Bronco II came under severe scrutiny as deaths mounted from rollover crashes. 

Stability problems associated with the Explorer developed as early as May of 
1987 when engineers working within Ford’s light truck department reported that the 
Explorer’s static stability factor (SSF) — one measure of a vehicle's tendency to roll 
over— was worse than the Bronco II. The engineers recommended that Ford 
increase the vehicle's track width, lower the height of the vehicle's vertical center of 
gravity, and use smaller tires, called P215/75R15 tires. These proposals were all 
designed to result in a more stable vehicle with a better SSF rating. None of the 
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recommendations were adopted by management. 

As development of the vehicle continued through the late 1980s, computer 
simulation testing of the prototype Explorer revealed that it still had a tendency to lift 
two wheels off the pavement in typical Ford emergency maneuver tests. Having 
experienced first-hand the devastation resulting from SUVs, such as the Bronco II, 
that had also experienced design-related rollover problems. Ford engineers 
suggested deflating the tires from 35 pounds per square inch (psi) to 26 psi in an 
effort to help keep the wheels of the vehicle on the ground during test maneuvers. 
Ford had investigated the possibility of deflating tires as a cosmetic adjustment that 
allowed the use of larger tires on SUVs as early as 1982. 

In late spring and early summer of 1989. Ford management authorized the 
on-road testing of a prototype Explorer, a production level Bronco II, and a production 
level Chevy S10 Blazer at its Arizona Proving Grounds. The testing was begun in 
response to the adverse publicity generated by SUV wheels that had lifted off the 
ground in testing conducted by Consumers Union, an independent non-profit 
organization that tests cars and publishes Consumer Reports magazine. Ford's 
tests were focused on the performance of the Bronco II, because that vehicle had 
previously demonstrated a clear tendency to lift two wheels off the ground in steering 
maneuvers 

The Arizona testing revealed that the Explorer’s wheels were lifting off the 
ground at speeds equivalent to the Bronco It's poor performance. Because Ford was 
aware of the significance of this finding in the marketplace, Ford engineers again 
recommended four design changes to the Explorer to help cure the wheel lift 
problem and achieve performance equivalent to the Chevy S10 Blazer. 

But instead of following the recommendations of its own engineers. Ford 
management chose to adopt only two of the four design change recommendation, 
created a recommended inflation level of 26 psi and agreed to consider the 
remainder of the recommended design changes as "running changes" in subsequent 
model years Ford's decision was based on the corporate unacceptability of any 
delay in production of the 1991 model Explorer, called "Job 1," and the costs 
associated with making late changes to the vehicle and subsequent delay in the 
launch date 

Although Ford has implied that these decisions were primarily intended to 
improve ride comfort, the company's documents, now public as a result of the 
congressional hearings, prove that the lower recommended tire air pressure was a 
specific remedy for the tendency of the vehicle to lift its wheels off the pavement, and 
consequently to roll over, in typical emergency maneuvers. Ford’s decision to set the 
recommended tire pressure at 26 psi later became a central focus of the dispute 
oetween Ford and Firestone about the cause of the tread separation problem faced 
by consumers 

Ford successfully met its Job 1 deadline and, at least according to testimony, 
met the company's internal rollover guideline in testing. 

C. Ford’s Request for a Firestone Redesign of the ATX Tire 

Ford's decision to lower the original equipment Firestone tires to a 
recommended 26 psi resulted in decreased fuel economy for the Explorer due to the 
greater friction between the lower-inflated tires and the road. Immediately following 
Job 1 in 1990. Ford management began raising "concerns" about the poor "rolling 
resistance." or higher friction, provided by the ATX tire and the resulting harm to the 
fuel economy of the vehicle. According to internal Ford documents, the Explorer 
was 7 percent worse than its competition from a fuel economy standpoint. Ford 
management ordered an improvement in the vehicle's relative fuel economy 
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performance. Ford employee Jim Burdette was charged with the responsibility of 
achieving this improvement through modification of the rolling resistance of Firestone 
tires. 


There were three methods available for improving the rolling resistance of the 
tires: 1 ) modifying the rubber compounds by using low rolling resistance compounds; 
2) increasing air pressure in the tires; or 3) reducing the weight of the tires. 

Incorporating low rolling resistance compounds was not a good solution 
because the modified compounds altered the traction characteristics of the tires to 
the extent that the wheels of the Explorer would not stay on the ground in turning test 
maneuvers. After learning of this fact, Mr. Burdette requested that the engineers 
again increase the recommended tire inflation pressure from 26/26 psi to 30/35 psi. 
Mr Burdette s request was never heeded because this change also caused the 
wheels of the Explorer to lift off the ground in turning test maneuvers, the condition 
that had prompted Ford's request to take air of the tires in the first instance. 

When these first two methods failed, Firestone was told to take action to use 
the only other method available for improving rolling resistance; to reduce the weight 
of the tire by modifying and reducing the weight of certain components. The tire was 
eventually reduced in weight by approximately 10 percent in order to accommodate 
Ford's desire to improve rolling resistance-resistance which had originally been 
sacrificed in order to keep the wheels of the Explorer on the ground during turning 
maneuvers. The following chronology of tire construction detail sheets from both 
Ford and Firestone documents the history of proposed tire construction and the 1994 
reduction in weight: 


DATE 

TIRE DESIGN 

SIZE 

AVG. WT 

01-03-89 

ATX - SL531J 

P235/75R15 

30.1 lbs 

01-02-91 

ATX - SL598J 

P235/75R15 

30.1 lbs 

07-08-92 

ATX - SL598J 

P235/75R15 

30.1 lbs 

04-11-94 

ATX - SR897J 

P235/75R15 

28.50 lbs 19 


According to Firestone, the weight loss was achieved by reducing the gauge of 
various internal components, modifying the sub tread compound, using a lightweight 
pelt package, and making specific modifications to the tire sidewall. In short, 
Firestone removed weight form the tire by reducing its rubber and steel components. 
The tire was made lighter, less durable - and therefore, as defined below, less 
“robust" - and more susceptible to tread separations. 

III. The Growing Tread Separation Problem 

A. Early Knowledge 

The tread separation problems of ATX tires on Explorers began not long after 
the SUV reached the consuming public in 1990. and both corporations have been 
settling lawsuits over the defective tires ever since, typically after securing 
agreements to maintain the confidentiality of company documents. According to the 
available records, the lawsuits were fairly sporadic until a tire weight design change 
was made in 1994. Following 1994, tire failures and crashes - including consumer 
deaths - mushroomed. 
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In an effort to improve tread wear and fuel economy, and in keeping with Ford’s 
desire for an aggressive tire image, Ford again asked Firestone to redesign the 
ATX. In 1995, Firestone released for production the Wilderness AT design, a tire 
specifically designed to accommodate Ford’s request for a truck-looking tire that 
performed like a passenger car tire. The tire was a standard load tire that 
incorporated virtually identical internal components as the ATX tire, but was equipped 
with a different, more aggressive-looking, tread pattern. 

The Wilderness AT tire design did not incorporate internal components of the 
size and gauge that a tire expert would typically expect in a light truck tire because 
Ford specifically requested passenger car performance. The Wilderness AT tire was 
assigned a “C” rating for temperature/heat resistance, which is the lowest possible 
rating allowed under NHTSA’s Uniform Tire Quality Grading System. 

Within 12 months of production of the first Wildernesss AT tire for use on the 
Ford Explorer, Firestone engineers were making a design change to a part of the tire 
called a wedge in an effort to improve durability and reduce the risk of tread 
separation. The following internal Firestone document reflects the percentage 
change in adjustment, or warranty, data for tread separation problems in the 
mid-1990s [arrow added for clarity]: 


A'lLP-A T ADJUST . . 
GROWING QUICKLY 


5.000 


UNIh" • UP 95.7% * O.U.fl. 

HH - UP 3S.9% - GW FUMCT & TRl> plM^J 
SEP - Iff* • BELT EDGE SEP 


nAi. 

hi* 



According to Firestone's internal records, as shown in the third row of the third 
column, reports of tread separations increased 194 percent during the period 
covered in the document, some time after 1994. 


IV. The Venezuelan Debacle 

In 1997, Ford of Venezuela attended a meeting with lawyers there to discuss a 
rash of Wilderness AT tread separations and resulting Explorer rollover crashes. 
The problems included “mistakes" made by both Ford and Firestone that Ford has 
now admitted likely resulted in harm to citizens of Venezuela. 

The Venezuelan scenario, and Ford's admissions in relation to its conduct 



there, are important for U.S. citizens because a significant number of the tires that 
failed in Venezuela were made at Firestone's Wilson, North Carolina plant. Those 
tires are precisely the same tires U.S. citizens are continuing to use on U.S.-made 
Ford Explorers, and have not been made the subject of any recall. 

After 100 deaths and 400 crashes in Venezuela were linked to tread 
separations on Firestone tires (out of a total vehicle population of about 39,800), 

Ford offered to replace the tires on Explorers in Venezuela, Colombia and Ecuador. 

V. The Saudi Arabian Fiasco 

At or about the same time in 1997 that Ford representatives were actively 
meeting with lawyers in Venezuela about tread separation rollovers involving 
Wilderness AT tires and Ford Explorers, a virtually identical situation involving bad 
tires and Explorer rollovers arose in the Arabian Gulf Coast Countries and, in 
particular, in Saudi Arabia. 

These vehicles and tires were designed and manufactured in the U.S. and 
exported to the Arabian Gulf Coast Countries. Eight reports of Explorer rollovers 
following tread separations in that part of the world got the attention of Ford’s internal 
quality oversight committee, the Critical Concern Review Group [CCRG], led by 
Thomas Baughman of Ford. As tne American public now knows, the Saudi Arabian 
situation resulted in a recall or, as Ford refers to it. a “Consumer Assistance 
Program" or "Dealer Notification Program" to remove the bad tires from the market 
there 


Firestone has denied responsibility for the crashes in Saudi Arabia, claiming: 1) 
that Firestone provided the tire that Ford had asked for in that market; 2) that “unique 
environmental conditions” of the Arabian Gulf Coast Countries, i.e., consumer abuse 
and extremely hot ambient temperatures, combined to cause the tire failures; and 3) 
claimed that no design problem existed. 

Representatives of Ford, on the other hand, have suggested that Firestone's 
position concerning the “unique environmental conditions" in Saudi Arabia is 
unsupported by the facts In a deposition, Mr Baughman clarified this disagreement 
between the companies as follows. 

20 Q You made a comment to Firestone’s lawyer, just a minute 

21 ago, about a concern that was raised at Ford Motor Company 

22 about Firestone's explanation for the 16-inch Wilderness 

23 tire failures in Saudi Arabia; is that correct 9 

24 A Yes 

25 Q Would you explain what you mean by that? 

1 A l was told by the people who accompanied the Firestone 

2 employees to Saudi Arabia during the investigation of the 

3 16 inch that they saw tires that had failed. There was no 

4 evidence of a tire repair ever having been conducted to the 

5 tire, and when they interviewed the employee of the 

6 dealership, who owned the tire, he steadfastly claimed that 

7 the vehicle had never been operated off-road, he never 

8 drove it at high speeds, he only took it back and forth to 

9 work, and he had never operated the vehicle with the tire 

10 being undermflated. So there was a disagreement as to 

1 1 whether or not those unique operating circumstances totally 

12 described the population of failures that were seen in 



463 


13 

14 

15 Q. 
aware 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 


Saudi Arabia. Not to say that it didn't describe most of 
the failures, it just didn't describe all of the failures. 

So there were failures that Ford Motor Company became 

of in Saudi Arabia involving P255/70R16 Wilderness AT tires 
made by Firestone that were not explainable by reference to 
these unique environmental circumstances? 

MR. WOODROW: Objection, lack of foundation. 

THE WITNESS: If you accepted that the statement 
by the people being interviewed was 100 percent factual, 
then yes, it was not fully explained by the unique 
environmental operating conditions there. 


Upon further questioning, Mr. Baughman agreed that the so-called “unique 
environmental conditions" that allegedly existed in the Arabian Gulf Coast Countries 
were no different than the conditions in certain areas in the U.S. — conditions that, 
not surprisingly, correlate with the geographic concentration of current tire 
failure-related death in the south and southwestern United States in data maintained 
by NHTSA. 

Once a decision was made by Ford to remove the Wilderness AT tires from 
the market in the Arabian Gulf Coast Countries, a decision was made by both Ford 
and Firestone to conceal that action from NHTSA. Although both Ford and Firestone 
nave repeatedly back-peddled from the clear and unequivocal language contained in 
me companies* internal documents that were produced to Congress, the record is 
crystal clear that both companies knowingly considered the ramifications of federal 
notification of a recall in the Arabian Gulf Coast Countries on tires sales in the U.S. 
and consciously chose to withhold from the American public the information 
concerning a recall 

In a deposition, Ford representative Mr. Baughman was unable to provide a 
clear answer to the question of why the risk posed by the tire/vehicle combination 
was not quickly shared with NHTSA and the American public in view of the fact that 
the identical tires were being operated under virtually the same or identical conditions 
within pans of the United States. 

VI. Firestone Reacts to the Tread Separation Problem 

Although both Ford and Firestone have maintained in response to the public 
outrage over this tragic safety problem that the danger to consumers was a 
‘surprise.*' litigation-related discovery of interna! company documents has started to 
flesh out the truth. In fact, Firestone knew of the tire separation problems and took 
action to fix the design of Wilderness AT tires that were repeatedly peeling apart on 
Ford Explorers 

On September 21. 2000, The Washington Post reported that Firestone had 
modified the design of the Wilderness AT tire in 1998 by widening a piece of rubber, 
called a “wedge," located between the two steel belts of the tires. While in the midst 
of Congressional hearings on the Ford/Firestone issue, the Post reported that 
Firestone spokesman Dan Adomitis said the 1998 wedge redesign was not designed 
to eliminate a particular problem: "'This was part of our continuous improvement 
program," he said. "That was not in response to some specific problem with 
Explorers or even the [recalled tires], for that matter."' 

However, subsequent litigation-related discovery has revealed what appears to 
be a significant difference between the facts as they actually occurred and those 
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reported by Firestone in the heat of questioning at the Congressional hearings in 
Washington. According to the deposition testimony of Firestone employees, the 
newer "wedge” redesign was incorporated into tires produced in 1998. Due to the 
lag time between design and production, the tire redesign must have begun some 
time before 1998. 

In contrast to their public statements, the evidence demonstrates that the 
redesign was actually initiated by Firestone as a result of tire failure warranty claims, 
called adjustments. Firestone's adjustment data that indicated tread separation 
problems were on the rise. The redesign was aimed at increasing durability and was 
focused on tread separations that specifically involved sport utility vehicles. Given 
Firestone's unique position as virtually the sole tire supplier for the highest selling 
SUV model - Ford's Explorer - there can be little dispute that the redesign was 
designed to solve a growing problem associated with this specific combination of tire 
and vehicle. 

In a deposition, Michael Reep, a Firestone engineer, initially tried to explain the 
wedge redesign as having occurred because Firestone was learning" that 
consumers were beginning to use larger passenger tires on light trucks like the Ford 
Explorer, The implication was that these tires were originally designed for use on 
passenger cars and not on SUVs. As further questioning revealed, however, the 
Wilderness AT, the tire in question, was specifically designed by Firestone as original 
equipment for the Ford Explorer, a light truck/SUV; 


20 Q. When this tire, this Wilderness AT tire was created, 

21 Mike, this was created for use on a light truck, 

22 wasn’t it? 

23 A. This tire was created primarily for the Explorer 

24 in this particular size. At that time sport 

25 utilities were kind of a new and emergent market. 

1 At that point in time from the load-carrying 

2 capacity and overall usage of the vehicle, passenger 

3 style tires with some revisions were deemed good 

4 tires for that type of vehicle. 

5 Q. I’m a little bit confused. What i‘m trying to make 

6 sure I'm clear on is. why it is that if the change 

7 — when you were increasing the wedge, these areas 

8 right in here, if you were doing this because you 

9 realized or somebody at Firestone realized people 

10 using these kinds of tires on light trucks, why 

1 1 didn’t you originally design the wedge that way 

1 2 because this tire was specifically designed for 

1 3 light truck, wasn't it? 

14 The Explorer is a light truck, right? 

15 A The Explorer is a light truck. At the time it was 

1 6 introduced its usage was going to be considerably 

1 7 different than a pickup truck. It was going to be 

18 kind of a dual purpose vehicle carrying more people 

19 and some cargo as well. 

20 So we made some changes into the actual 

21 tread pattern itself to make it more conducive to 

22 light truck usage Out at that time it did not appear 


23 necessary to go beyond normal passenger tire design 

24 standards. 
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The essence of Mr. Reep’s testimony, when confronted with the fact that the 
Wilderness AT was specifically designed for the Explorer, is that Firestone designed 
the Wilderness tire using “passenger tire design standards,” i.e., thinking that 
passenger car standards would suffice for the types of uses that Ford expected from 
its Explorer customers. When Firestone learned of the problems generated by the 
use of this hybrid tire on the Explorer, Firestone decided that it better go back to the 
drawing board, take out the “passenger tire” wedge and replace it with a “light truck" 
wedge to increase durability. Mr. Reep further testified as follows: 

19 Q. That's why that these wedges right here were not 

20 made like you typically made your light truck tire 

21 wedges, right? 

22 A. Yes. At that time it was decided and tested that 

23 that gauge of wedge would in fact be more than 

24 suitable for this particular usage. 


Brian Queisar. another Firestone tire engineer charged with responsibility for 
the Wilderness AT tire design, has stated that adjustments data - many involving 
actual tire tread separations in the real world - were the impetus for the redesign of 
the “wedge" for the 1998 model of the Wilderness tire. Mr. Queisar’s testimony is as 
follows 


17 Q 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 A 

23 

24 

25 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 Q 

12 

13 

14 

15 A 

16 


But somehow it got into the system and the Quality 
Assurance people came over to the technical people 
and this change was made to the wedge in the terms 
of dimensions for not only the P235/75R15 but other 
lines of tires as well, correct? 

Other lines and other sizes. And again, I think you 
need to understand, it's important to understand in 
the context as far as adjustments go, we are 
tracking -- my understanding we are tracking 
adjustments lower and lower and lower every year. 

In the tire business. I believe 
differentiating yourself in the market - there's 
obviously marketing concerns but there's also 
customer satisfaction and word of mouth and you want 
people who have your tires and buy your tires to 
be satisfied with them and continue to buy. 

So this type of change if it’s going to 

improve customer satisfaction. I believe that's one 

of the reasons why they did it. 

Because that kind of change we’re talking about in 
the context of customer satisfaction means less 
tires failing and less people complaining, hopefully 
at least 7 

You want to minimize customer complaints and you 
want them to be happy, whatever it takes. 


Both Ford and Firestone repeatedly use the phrase “robust" in describing the 
proper design of a tire for consumer usage. Firestone engineer Brian Quiesar 
provided a definition of “robust" in this context: 
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8 Q. Do you design tires to have a robust design? 

9 A. Absolutely. 

10 Q. What does that mean? 

1 1 A. Robustness? 

12 Q. In the context of tire design, what does it mean? 

1 3 A. It can mean a lot of things to a consumer. 

14 Robustness to the consumer — 

15 Q. Let me interrupt. Not from a consumer standpoint. 

16 I want to know from a tire engineer's standpoint, 

17 from Firestone’s standpoint. 

18 What is a robust tire design? 

19 A. A robust design would be a design that meets the 

20 objectives of the customer and assures the customer 

21 satisfaction for whatever it may be and robustness 

22 is associated with tire wear and tire durability and 

23 a lot of other things with respect to the tire from 

24 when it's new to when it’s worn out and discarded. 

25 Q. For the life of the tire? 

1 A. For the life of the tire. 

2 Q What is the expected life of a Wilderness AT tire? 

3 A That’s probably varies. I’m not certain of what our 

4 marketing expected requirements are. 

5 Q Can you give me a range? 

6 A A tire like this. I think the average customer would 

7 expect the tire to be a 40. 50,000 mile tire, maybe 

8 higher depending on their expectations. 

9 Q. Does robustness include good strength and durability 

10 in a tire? 

11 A Yes 

12 Q Does robustness include the ability to perform 

1 3 safely and appropriately given the loads to which 

1 4 the tire was destgned? 

Is A. V es. 

1 6 O Does robustness include having the right components. 

1 7 : :gnt mix ot components to withstand the expected 

1 8 ‘orces giver, the- loads that are going to be applied 

19 to it? 

20 A. The components themselves are - there’s an 

21 individual robustness associated with components but 

22 I think that the robustness associated with the 

23 tires -- it’s a combination of all those things put 

24 together. 

25 O St's a combination of the dimensions of the various 

1 components that [are] used in a tire — 

2 A. The components that go into it, the size that it 

3 is and what it’s used on. Those are all variables 

4 associated with the tire robustness. 

5 Q. Some of those factors would be things like the 

6 dimensions of the compounds, layers of the tire. 

7 type of steel cord, dimensions of the steel cord. 
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8 how much rubber is in the tire and those kinds of 

9 things? 

10 General factors, yes. 

From the evidence, it appears that both Ford and Firestone knew, long before 
1999, that the Wilderness AT tire being used on the highway was not “robust” for use 
on the Ford Explorer and that the resulting tread separations were directly related to 
tire design. Ford’s quality control officer Tom Baughman stated: 


2 G. And let’s put a range on a small amount. 

3 A. That’s really difficult because we've looked at lots of 

4 tread separations from tires that have been returned. We 

5 have simulated tread separations on a rig data and run 

6 those tests and swept various psi range, and that data's 

7 encompassed here. We start to see differences in the way 

8 the tires perform with differences as small as 3 psi We 

9 see the failure mechanism sometimes change, predominantly 

10 the failures of blowouts, and suddenly predominantly the 

1 1 failures become tread separations, but it seems to vary 

12 with manufacturer or tire manufacturer. And it's my 

1 3 opinion that the Firestone 1 5-inch tires are not robust 

14 against variations and inflation pressure and in operating 

15 condition, load and speed. 

16 Q. And the tires you are talking about are not robust, include 

17 all Wilderness AT 15-mch tires and 16-inch tires? 

18 A I think my statement would be more strongly focused at the 

1 9 1 5-mch tire than the 16-inch tire. Our evaluations of the 

20 16-inch tire would suggest those tires by design, whether 

21 intentional or by luck, run cooler than the equivalent 

22 1 5-mch tire at the same operating conditions, [emphasis added.] 


Given the catastrophic nature of the safety problem faced by the consuming 
public with the lethal combination of Ford Explorers and Firestone tires, the foregoing 
admissions by Ford and Firestone raise serious questions about the legitimacy of the 
positions asserted by these two companies in defense of the limited recall. In 
addition, the cumulative evidence suggests that both companies repeatedly made 
design changes in the tire based upon their developing record of consumer 
experiences and complaints. 

VII. The Story Breaks — Ford and Firestone Blame Each Other While the Record 
of Deaths and Injuries Increases 


As consumer complaints and injuries stacked up around the world, both Ford 
and Firestone sought first to blame tread separations on a peculiar set of 
circumstances, what it termed ' unique regional usage patterns and environmental 
conditions " 

As they had in the past, the corporations also blamed consumers, contending 
that the inordinate number of tread and belt separations should be attributed to 
various combinations of factors such as. 1) excessively loaded vehicles; 2) 
excessively hot climates (e.g., Saudi Arabia, Venezuela, West Texas, Arizona); 3) 
high speeds, 4) tires that had been deflated for better traction on desert sand and 
then never re-inflated properly for highway use; or. alternatively, 5) tires that were 
being operated in an under-inflated condition by unsuspecting consumers who were 
too lazy to check their tire air pressure. 
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Although the two corporations initially stood side by side in a display of unity, 
the public outrage that ensued after media exposure of the problems led both 
eventually to hurl blame at each other in public. Ford insisted that the problem was a 
?tire problem.'? Although slow in responding, Firestone countered by insisting that it 
was a ?vehicle problem,? citing the performance of its tires on vehicles made by 
other companies. Consumers were caught in the middle, as they were repeatedly 
assured that their tires were ?safe? and that they had no reason for concern, even 
though Firestone was now recommending ? contrary to Ford’s opinion ? that its tires 
be operated at no iess than 30 psi. 

By November 2000, Firestone?s Chief Executive Officer, John Lampe, 
conceded that both tire and vehicle were implicated ?The performance issue with 
the tire," he said, ^ultimately wilt be the cumulative effect of tire design, tire 
components and the interaction of the tire with the vehicle." Both Ford and Firestone 
still maintain, however, that they have isolated the problems on 1996 and later model 
years to those 15-inch Wilderness AT tires that were produced in the Decatur, Illinois 
plant Although both corporations said they did not know the ?root cause? of the tire 
failures, they assured the public that the cause was isolated in Decatur, as originally 
claimed, because a disproportionate number of tires made there were involved in 
damage claims Neither offered a plausible explanation of why this was so 

Vfli. The Recall Should Be Expanded 

On August 9. 2000, prior to any findings about the "root cause" of the 
problems. Ford and Firestone limited the recall to only a subset of the Wilderness AT 
tires that had been produced and put onto Ford Explorers. Specifically, Ford and 
Firestone cnose to recall only those Wilderness AT tires manufactured at Firestone's 
plant m Decatur, Illinois. To everyone's surprise, Ford and Firestone proposed 
replacing me bad Wilderness AT tires with Wilderness AT tires made at plants other 
than Decatur The reasoning underlying this decision included the following: 

"Company officials said they do not know the cause of the 
problem, but are confident that whatever the problem, it is 
isolated to the tires being recalled " 

In other words, although both companies claimed ignorance as to what was 
causing the tread separation problem, both assured the American public that 
whatever tne problem, it was limited to the Decatur plant. When pressed on the 
issue, the companies responded as follows 

Ford and Firestone officials, however, said their data, some of which was 
released this past weekend, show that only 15-mch Wilderness tires made in Decatur 
showed higher-than-normal numbers of tread-separation problems. 

independent analysis challenges Ford and Firestone’s conclusion that only ATX 
and Decatur-made Wilderness tires are defective. The following briefly summarizes 
what an enlarged analysis reveals. 


NHTSA complaint data show non-reealled tires should be recalled. 

Notwithstanding Ford and Firestone's public statements regarding the safety of 
non-recalled Wilderness AT tires, information available from NHTSA data reveals 
that 97 percent of the consumer complaint letters received by the agency, containing 
sufficiently detailed information, concerned tires that have not been included in the 
recall: 
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Complaints Received By NHTSA 
Firestone Wilderness Tire Failures 



The information above is derived from the NHTSA database as of December 6, 
2000. which contained a total of 4,308 incidents. Safetyforum.com determined that, 
of the 4,308 complaints. 1 .094 Wilderness tire complaints included enough 
information to ascertain whether the tire involved had been included in the recall. Of 
the 1,094. 1060 were non-recalled Wilderness tires and 34 were recalled Wilderness 
tires Of the 1060 non-recalled Wilderness tires identified, the production plants 
divide as follows: 16 were from Aiken, SC; 7 from Oklahoma City. OK; 155 from 
Joliette. Canada, 363 from Wilson. NC; and 496 were from unknown plants. 

Of the 1.094 Wilderness tire complaints. 336 can be clearly identified as 
Wilderness AT P235/75R15 (15-inch) or Wilderness AT P255/70R16 (16-inch) tires. 
The Firestone plant of origin can be determined for 246 Wilderness At tires. Of 
these. NHTSA has 125 reports of the tires made in Wilson, North Carolina (51%), 

73 reports of tires made in Canada (30%). 38 reports of tires made at Decatur 
(15%) The remaining 4% were made at the Oklahoma City or Aiken South Carolina 
plants 


These Wilderness tire complaints produce a picture that undercuts the 
Firestone and Ford claim that the bulk of failures occur in the Decatur-made 
Wilderness tires. In fact, failures of Wilderness AT tires produced at Firestone's 
other facilities have been reported fo NHTSA six times more than failures of tires 
made in Decatur (86% vs. 14%). 
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Wilderness AT Tire Failures 

Complaints Received By NHTSA 

P235/75R15 and P255/70R16 

(ftgurti meioat Aidmtu «r*s mm and plan! at manufacture -ware provided.) 



Sou re# NHTS* 


The design of the non-recalied tires is identical to that of the 
recalled tires. 

Firestone has conceded that all 15-inch and 16-inch Wilderness AT tires are 
identical by design. As stated by Robert Martin. Firestone’s head of Quality 
Assurance: 

Q: When we talk about these different plants and the tires being made 
in different plants, just to make sure everybody is crystal clear on this, 
each of those plants is making, for instance, if they're making the 
Wilderness AT P235/75R15, they're making the same tire. They're not 
making a different design tire in one plant than they are in the other 
plant. It's the same design basically, isn't it? 

A: Yes. it is. 

Not only did Ford and Firestone intend for all of the tires to be virtually identical 
from a design and manufacturing standpoint. Firestone was required to - and did - 
provide Ford with documentation verifying that all Wilderness AT tires, regardless of 
the plant of manufacture, were identical in both dimension and performance. 

Decatur production is not the sole problem. 

Although Ford attempted to lay blame directly at the doorstep of the Decatur 
plant alone, Firestone defended its plant with the following statement: ‘‘We are 
confident in the quality of our tires and in the effectiveness of our inspection 
processes at the Decatur. Ml., plant and at all of our plants." Despite Firestone’s 
confioence in Decatur, both Ford and Firestone limited the recall of Wilderness AT 
tires to Decatur-made tires and demonstrated their reasoning using the following 
graph, which depicts property claims sorted by the plant of tire production: 
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Rat* of 235/7 5R1 5 Wild«m«ss Claims of Alleged Tiro Separation 
by Tire Production Year and Plant 



1998 





1997 1998 

Tiro Production Year 


■ Decatur Plant 
Other Plants 


1999 


This chart is solely based upon Ford's analysis of Firestone “property damage 
claims data" and does not include data from litigation-related claims, Firestone 
warranty or tire failure claims, called adjustments, or consumer complaints. 

Both Ford and Firestone have claimed that a "pellitizing” process is used at 
Decatur to coat the steel belts with rubber is a “likely" source of some adhesion- 
related problems in the Decatur-built tires. Although the companies point to this 
process as a factor that appears to distinguish Decatur from the other plants, both 
now likewise concede that the adhesion characteristics of Decatur-made tires are 
within tne specifications created for these tires, and so should have the same level of 
durability on the road as other tires built by Firestone for use on Ford Explorers. 

There may be some validity to the suggestion that pellitizing does result in less 
adhesion than other available manufacturing methods But because that the 
adhesion characteristics of tires produced in Decatur were within Ford and Firestone 
specifications, it seems likely that Firestone's use of the pelletizing process in 
Decatur cannot fully explain this particular demonstration in differences in tire 
performance as to property claims 

Then what factors might explain the over-representation of Decatur-made tires 
m the damage claims data cited by Ford and Firestone 7 Decatur may appear to be 
over-represented in terms of tire failures for some of the following reasons: 

Firestone representatives testified that the failure rate for Decatur-made 
tires is likely the result of the fact that more Decatur-made tires ended 
up on vehicles provided to the south and southwest regions of the 
United States, which represent the areas of the U.S. where tread 
separations of the tires are more concentrated. Litigation claims tend 
to confirm this distinction For example, Decatur-made tires were on 83 
percent of St Louis-produced Explorers involved in lawsuits, but only 
42 percent of those built in Louisville. Kentucky. Ford publicly 
disagrees with Firestone's conclusion. 

Decatur was Firestone's oldest plant and is commonly referred to as a 
“shon-run" plant. Industry insiders note that "short-run” plants - plants 
that make tires for short as opposed to long runs of production - are 
historically over-represented in terms of adjustments and claims. The 
increased rate of failure is based on a) unfamiliarity with the production 
process, b) lack of continuity in the production process; and c) the lack 
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of time necessary to obtain good uniformity in the production process. 

A well-publicized labor strike at the Decatur plant likely played a role in 
the increased frequency of failure rates with Decatur tires. Although 
Firestone has repeatedly denied a relationship between the strike and 
the increased failure rate in tires, common sense suggests that the 
strike very likely was a factor, albeit small, in the increased rates of 
failure. 

If pelliti 2 ing were the cause of the problem, then other tire brands 
produced at the Decatur plant should have similar failure rates. There 
is no evidence that this is the case. 

The companies’ own design analysis shows that there is a 
common pattern in all of the tire failures. 


All of the tires, regardless of their plant of manufacture, have a common 
pattern of failure Representatives of Ford Motor Company now concede that the tire 
failures in question do form a common pattern and that the ATX and Wilderness 
tires, including the 15-inch non-Decatur, non-recalled tires, are not "robust," meaning 
that these tires are failing in the same manner due to a design flaw across the 
group 


Although Ford and Firestone continue to maintain that the “root cause” of the 
failures has not been formally identified, the forensic evidence that has been 
released to date does indicate a common pattern of failure: 

internal Ford records indicate a pattern of failure in the area described 
as the "wedge." The “wedge" is designed to provide increased 
durability at the tire's belt edges. 

Internal Firestone records from forensic inspections of failed tires in 
both the U S and Arabian Gulf Coast Countries pinpoint problems in 
the “wedge” area of the failed tires 

Firestone employees have conceded that the “wedge” used in the 
original Wilderness AT tire was a "passenger car-type wedge” as 
opposed to a “truck-type wedge." despite the fact that the Ford 
Explorer is built upon a light truck chassis 

Firestone employees have conceded that the “wedge" of the 
Wilde- ess AT tire - along with other similar tires - was redesigned for 
the 1 998 model year due to a review of tire tread separation failure 
claims and adjustments, and that the tire was redesigned, with a 
stronger, more durable "wedge" in hopes of reducing the risk of tread 
separation. 

Although the public has yet to receive a final report, the foregoing is 
further supported by Firestone's retained “consultant," Sanjay 
Govindjee. a professor from California, who issued preliminary findings 
that included the following statement: ?All evidence to date points to a 
slowly developing fatigue crack ? The crack he described included 
fatigue in the area called the “wedge." which spread to the area 
between the steel belts. Professor Govindjee reported no differences 
among tires from different plants 

The statistical data relied upon to support the limited recall is 
incomplete and may be flawed. 
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In the discussions on the scope of the recall in the U.S., Ford and Firestone 
have repeatedly retreated to statistical analyses in defending their refusal to recall 
additional tires. Although Ford now concedes that the non-recalled Wilderness AT 
tires are not "robust” and are therefore susceptible to failure when operated within 
foreseeable conditions. Ford and Firestone continue to defend the decision to allow 
consumers to use the tires. 

Ford and Firestone based their statistical analyses on “property damage 
claims" information produced by Firestone. According to Firestone, the “property 
damage claims” data have never before been used by the company to evaluate the 
real world performance of its tires. According to Ford, the claims data, albeit limited 
to less than 2,000 incidents of failure, is “more reliable" than the usual method used 
by Firestone -- a adjustment data or warranty claims data - to evaluate field 
performance. Ford claims, at least to date, that it is unable to understand the 
manner in which Firestone “codes” customer complaints at dealerships. 

Adjustment claims, which number in the thousands, represent much broader 
sources of information. These data include customers who show up at Firestone 
dealerships across the country with a tread-separated tire that did not cause an 
incident which resulted in property damage or personal injury Additionally, Ford and 
Firestone originally included only property damage in their analysis, omitting any 
evaluation of litigation-related claims involving personal injury. Information regarding 
their own litigation is of course readily available to both companies. 

Another potential problem with Firestone's internal claims data that Ford has 
not publicly acknowledged is a concern about the reliability of the property damage 
claim information provided by Firestone. As Tom Baughman of Ford testified. Ford 
has no way of determining whether the data that Ford relied upon has been 
■'manipulated’' or is incomplete in some manner: 

22 That is fact. I mean, unless the databases in some way 

23 have been manipulated to not portray the correct situation 

24 and I can't be a judge of that, it is Firestone's database 

25 as provided to me. But if that database is factual then 

1 the facts are that statistically those tires are performing 

2 at what is almost of sixth sigma level of capability, if 

3 you are familiar with. 


Mr Baughman also stated that the Firestone property damage database that 
Ford relied upon does not include highly relevant tire failures from the warranty, or 
adjustment, data, a source that neither Ford nor Firestone have shared with the 
American public nor included in their own analyses. In fact, his only, very weak, 
explanation for Ford’s failure to analyze the warranty claims data is that Ford has a 
current interest in the performance of tires made at Decatur that are other than ATX 
or Wilderness AT brands. Obviously, Ford could have looked at Firestone warranty 
data in addition to analyzing information regarding these other Decatur-made tires. 
But this is not what Ford chose to do - 


19 G And you don't think it would be important if there are 

20 another 50,000 tread separations in the adjustment database 

21 over and above your 1 ,703 to evaluate how frequently these 

22 tires are, in fact, coming apart in the real world? 

1 THE WITNESS: I think your suggestion is 

2 undoubtedly a good one, okay. There is probably some 

3 insight to be gained by doing that analysis. Quite 

4 frankly, we are much more interested in understanding the 
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5 data sets associated with the other tires that went on Ford 

6 vehicles that were produced from tires that were produced 

7 at Decatur. So we have prioritized our data analysis going 

8 back through and looking at the June, July and August 

9 update was very important because it validates the original 

10 campaign scope, and also, I think validates that we don’t 

1 1 need to expand the recall. But i must tell you that ail 

1 2 Decatur may be at risk and I need to go through that. I 

13 have to do that before I start getting reports of accidents 

1 4 and deaths on other tires. 


Ford and Firestone have stonewalled the use of any real world warranty, 
litigation or consumer complaint data to fully evaluate the safety performance of the 
non-recailed Wilderness tires. Regardless of their rationales, however, what cannot 
be overlooked is that the American public has been — and is being — told that the 
non-Decatur Wilderness tires are "safe" for use on America’s highways. This is 
unconscionable give Ford's admissions that the Wilderness AT tires are not "robust" 
and have little or no built-in safety margin for low tire pressure, heavy vehicle load or 
the possibility of rollover. 

The same 16-inch tires recalled in Saudi Arabia should be recalled 

in the U.S. 

Ford and Firestone have refused to recall P255/7GR16 Wilderness AT tires in 
the U S despite the admission that the identical tire was the subject of a voluntary 
recall-type campaign in the GCC countries, including Saudi Arabia. The 16-inch tires 
failing in the Arabian GCC countries were manufactured in the U.S. and are identical 
by design to those sold on U.S. Explorers. 

When Ford learned of tread separations and rollovers in Saudi Arabia in 1997, 
they consulted Firestone to determine why the tires were failing. Firestone blamed 
the problem on "unique environmental problems." including consumer usage and 
hign operating heat conditions. Ford chose to conduct a voluntary campaign to 
replace the tires Ford now concedes that Firestone's claim of “unique environmental 
conditions" die not explain ail of the tire failures occurring in the Arabian GCC 
countries Mr Baughman testified as follows: 

15 Q So there were failures that Ford Motor Company became 

aware 

16 of m Saudi Arabia involving P255/70R16 Wilderness AT tires 

17 made by Firestone that were not explainable by reference to 

18 these unique environmental circumstances? 

20 THE WITNESS: If you accepted that the statement 

21 by the people being interviewed was 100 percent factual, 

22 then yes, it was not fully explained by the unique 

23 environmental operating conditions there. 

Evidence shows that 16-mch Wilderness lires are failing in the U.S. as well. 
Using NHTSA s database, analysis shows that of the 1,060 non-recalled Wilderness 
tires that failed, almost one-third (320) involved 16-inch Wilderness tires. 

Similarly, an analysis conducted by Ford of Venezuela of a random sample of 
367 Wilderness AT tires revealed that 16-inch tires — not subject to recall in the 
U.S — had a worse failure record than 15-inch tires: tread separation of an inch or 
more was found in 16 percent of the 15-inch tires but in 21.7 percent of the 16-inch 
tires. 
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Litigation claims data further support the need for an expanded 

recall. 

As of December 2000, information has been collected on 276 lawsuits that 
involved Firestone tires. Sixty-one percent of the cases (161 ) had sufficient 
information to identify the tire model, size and manufacturing plant. Thirty-nine 
involved Wilderness AT tires, more than one third (14) of the 39 tires would not have 
qualified for the Ford-Firestone recall. 

The numbers of potentially-affected tires may be inaccurate. 

Firestone's record relating to the production volume of the tires at issue is 
unclear. Early figures released by the NHTSA indicated that approximately 47 million 
tires were under investigation. 

More recent numbers indicate that may have been an over-estimation of the 
relevant number of tires In an August 9. 2000, press release. Firestone stated that 
the recall of ATX, ATX II and Wilderness AT tires included 14.4 million tires, 
approximately 6.5 million of which were still in the marketplace. Those 6.5 million 
tires purportedly included 3.8 million ATX and ATX II tires and 2.7 million 
Decatur-made Wilderness AT tires. 

According to data produced by Firestone to Congress, Firestone produced 
10.850.939 P235/75R15 ATX II tires between 1991 and March 2000. and 8,987,362 
P235/75R1 5 Wilderness AT tires between 1995 and March 2000. Assuming that the 
Firestone documents filed with Congress are accurate, total production for 
P235/75R15 ATX II and Wilderness AT tires is 19,838,301 for the period 1991 
through March 2000. Based on these numbers, 5.617,286 P235/75R1 5 Wilderness 
AT tires were manufactured by Firestone between 1995 and March 2000, none of 
which are subject to the recall. 

Production volume of P255/70R1 6 Wilderness AT tires has not been publicly 
released by Firestone to date. Firestone has previously represented that only ATX II 
and Wilderness AT tires were placed on Ford Explorers. Why ATX tires - as 
opposed to ATX II tires - were included in the recall is unknown as is the production 
volume associated with these tires 

VIII. Conclusion 

The authors of this report, alongside victims and the victims’ family members 
who support these efforts, continue to advocate for the recall of the remaining 
Wilderness AT tires, both 15- and 16 -inch, that were produced for the Explorer. The 
overwhelming weight of the evidence suoports this expansion of the recall before 
more consumers are placed at risk and harmed by the combination of bad Firestone 
tires on dangerous Ford vehicles . 


Appendix A 

The following are selected milestones in the history of the Ford-Firestone tire 
problem. 


May 1 , 1S87 - A Ford internal memo states that the stability of the Ford 
Explorer prototype is worse than that of the Bronco II. 
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November 25, 1988 - A Ford Test Report states that the Explorer lifts 
two wheels off the ground in a cornering test at 55 miles per hour (an 
action not unlike what might happen when a tire fails and control of the 
vehicle is wrenched from the driver's hands). The report blames the 
SUV’s high center of gravity, front suspension system and tires. 

January 26, 1989 - In another internal memo. Ford engineers state that 
the Explorer still lifts two wheels at 55 mph, despite 'larger tires’ 
’suspension revisions and tire pressure reduction' to limit its ’cornering 
capacity.’ 

February 9, 1 989 - A tire-testing firm reports to Ford that certain 
Firestone tires being considered for use on the Explorer 'showed a 
severe 'tread package' separation from the tire carcass at 29 psi of 
pressure. Firestone subsequently modifies the lest procedure, re-runs 
the tests and concludes that our testing used a more realistic 
procedure and we don’t think it will be a problem. 

September 11, 1989 - In an interna! email. Ford’s Office of General 
Counsel raises concerns that the Explorer is the only vehicle of its type 
'that has a significant chance of failing the CU (Consumer's Union) 
rollover test.’ One of the chief engineers on the program states that 'I 
believe that management is aware of the potential risk w/P235 
(Firestone) tires and has accepted risk.' 

February 1990 - Despite warnings from its own engineers, and in order 
to meet production deadlines and avoid losing profits. Ford 
management rejects two of four design modifications recommended to 
improve the Explorer's stability, one of which included widening the 
track width. (Although Ford says it will make the other modifications in 
later model years, the automaker later admits the 'running changes' 
were never made.) 

March 1990 - The Ford Explorer goes into production. Engineers 
recommend that Ford immediately begin redesigning the Explorer's 
suspension system for the 1995 model year to allow lowering the 
engine and. thus, the SUV's center of gravity Management again 
refuses to fix the Explorer's rollover problem because of 'timing and 
cost' considerations. 

June. 1990 - Concerned that increased rolling resistance from lowering 
tire pressure is giving the Explorer worse fuel economy than its 
competition. Ford and Firestone start redesigning the tire, including 
reducing its weight. 

February 12, 1991 - The first tread-separation lawsuit is filed against 
Firestone. Three more are filed in the spring of 1992. 

1996 - Wilderness tires go into production and replace ATX tires as 
original equipment on Explorers and other Ford-made SUVs and light 
trucks to correct deficiencies in the ATX tire?s rolling resistance and 
tendency to wear poorly. Internal documents indicate that one goal is 
to increase tire pressure above 26 psi, but Ford also learns that 26 psi 
is still needed to keep the SUV's wheels from lifting off the ground in 
emergency turns. 

July 12. 1996 - The Deputy Yuma County (Arizona) Attorney advises 
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local law enforcement officers that Firestone ATX Firehawk tires are 
experiencing tread separation: 'Firestone is aware of the problem and 
will be replacing tires where needed (A shipment of tires is currently on 
its way for various sheriffs vehicles.) 'It is strongly recommended that 
you do not drive vehicles equipped with these tires at 'freeway speeds' 
(or at all. if possible) until you have them ... evaluated.' 

August 19. 1996 - A dealership in Danbury, Conn., reports to Ford that 
it has 16 Explorers with tires whose belts are 'obviously distorted and 
about to separate.' 

August 1997 - As lawsuits accumulate in the U.S., Ford and Firestone 
are notified of tire separation problems in Saudi Arabia. 

January 1998 - Ford's regional marketing manager in the United Arab 
Emirates e-mails Ford executives: 'If this was a single case, I would 
accept Firestone's response as they are the experts in the tire 
business, case closed. However, we now have three cases and it is 
possible that Firestone is not telling us the whole story to protect them 
from a recall or a lawsuit ’ 

June 24, 1998 - An internal Bridgestone/Firestone memo 
acknowledges that in 1997, tread separations accounted for 92.8 
percent of all ATX II tire claims and 53.6 percent of all Firestone light 
truck claims. It states that the tires' warranty claims jumped from 42 in 
1995 to 279 in 1997, an almost sevenfold increase, and that by 1998, 
tread separations accounted for 469 light truck claims, compared to 
only eight claims attributed to road hazards. 

July 22. 1998 - A State Farm Insurance research administrator emails 
NHTSA that the insurer knows of 21 Firestone ATX tire failures that 
caused injuries. 14 of them on 1991-1995 Fords. NHTSA dismisses 
the problem as 'unremarkable ' 

October 24, 1998 - A Saudi Arabian Ford dealer writes Firestone to 
complain that he is being "kept in the dark" about his warning that tires 
are unsafe 'As you know, this concern goes back to mid-1997 when 
we first notified you.' I have to state that I believe this situation to be of 
a safety concern, which could endanger both the vehicle and more 
importantly the user of the vehicle So I am asking what is going on? 
Do we have to have a fatality before any action is taken of this 
subject 7 I would recommend to ensure that we do not have any further 
incidents regarding tyres, that Firestone recall all 1995/1996/1997 
Explorers fitted with this type of tyre, as this is a safety related 
concern " 

January 27. 1999 - A memo from Venezuela Firestone to the 
corporation's Nashville office reports 47 tread or belt separations. 

February 14, 1999 - Yet another tire tread separation in Saudi Arabia 
causes the dealership to write Ford that the dealer 'will not accept any 
liability whatsoever for any vehicle or human damage caused by any 
accident, over any time frame, that is the result of thread [sic] 
separation of this nature.' 

August 17, 1999 - After 19 rollover crashes. 14 fatalities and 10 injuries 
in the Middle East. Ford begins replacing all Wilderness 16-inch tires 
on about 6,800 Explorers and Mountaineers in nine countries: Saudi 
Arabia. Bahrain. Egypt, Jordan. Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman. Qatar and the 
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United Arab Emirates Ford insists it is not a recall but a 'customer 
notification enhancement action' and biames "unique" usage patterns, 
environmental conditions and maintenance practices' for tread 
separations. 

February 2000 - Ford offers free replacement tires for vehicles in 
Malaysia and Thailand. Meanwhile, briefing charts at a Firestone sales 
meeting in the U.S. warn that tread separation reports involving 
Wilderness tires jumped 144 percent from 1998 to 1999. 

February 7 and 10, 2000 - KHOU-TV, the CBS affiliate in Houston, 
breaks the story of numerous deaths and lawsuits attributable to tread 
separations of Firestone tires on Ford Explorers; the media coverage 
unleashes an outpouring of consumer complaints to NHTSA. 

March 6, 2000 - NHTSA opens a preliminary investigation. 

May 2000 - After 100 deaths and 400 crashes in Venezuela have been 
linked to tread separations on Firestone tires {out of a total vehicle 
population of about 39,800) Ford offers to replace tires on Explorers in 
Venezuela. Colombia and Ecuador. 

May 2 , 2000 - NHTSA opens a formal investigation into 47 million 
Firestone ATX, ATX II, and Wilderness tires. 

August 9, 2000 - Firestone announces it will recall the 6.5 million 
15-tnch tires of the ATX, ATX II. and Wilderness AT series that it 
estimates are still on the road out of the 14.4 million manufactured. It 
limits the Wilderness tires to those made at its Decatur, Illinois, plant. 


Appendix B 


Litigation Involving P235/75R15 (15") Non-Decatur 


or P255/70R16 (16”) Wilderness Tire Failures 


DATE 

LAWSUIT 

TIRE BRAND 

plant 

SIZE 

FAILURE 
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6/27/36 

UNK 

Wilderness 

VN 

16 

Blowout 

Injury 

ISfcMnhml 

2/15/37 
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15 
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15 
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W2 

15 
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an 0/00 
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15 

Separation 

Quadriplejjia 
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Boone 
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VN 

15 
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W2 

16 
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Healh 
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W? 

16 
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15 
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Martin 
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W2 

15 
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VN 

15 
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3/15/00 

Smith 


VD 

16 
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P255/7QR16 


•Afsofound in NHTSA’s Consumer Complaint Database 


Endnotes 

1 Approximately three weeks after the recall was announced. NHTSA asked Firestone to expand the 
recall to include other tires because of the consumer complaints that the agency had received and the 
early results from its own defect investigation revealed that other models were experiencing ?rate(s) of 
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tread separafaons?(that) exceed [ed) mose of the recalled tres, sometimes by a large margin ? Firestone 
refused to expand the recall. NHTSA responded by issuing a ‘consumer advisor/' designed to warn 
consumers that about 1.4 million other Firestone tires, about half of which were still on the road, were 
expenenang high tread-separation rates, many of them other models of ATX and Wilderness tires made in 
the early 1990s. After being chastised dunng congressional heanngs the following month. Firestone 
promised to replace the fares listed in NHTSA's consumer advisory at the consumer's request, but stiff 
refused to expand the scope of the recall. The burden of requesting that fares listed in the consumer 
advisory be replaced fell upon the consumer. 

2 See Firestone press release dated 12-19-00 

3 See Ford Motor Company press release dated 12-19-00 [http://media.ford. com). 

4 Deposition of Robert Martin, Vice President, Quality Assurance. Firestone [1 1-27-00). 

5 Deposition of Robert Marfan, Vice President. Quality Assurance, Firestone [1 1-27-00). 

6 Deposition of Michael Reep, Design Engineer. Firestone [12-13-00). 

7 Deposition of Roger Simpson, Explorer Program Manager, Ford Motor Company [11-14-00). 

8 Deposition of Roger Simpson, Explorer Program Manager, Ford Motor Company [1 1-14-00). 

9 The Blazer was found to perform superbly in the maneuver when equipped with OE P205/75R15 fares 
in that the wheels of the vehicle would not lift off the ground. Ford’s finding was consistent with 
independent testing previously conducted by Roger McCarthy of Failure Analysis. Mr. McCarthy had 
undertaken deliberate fap-up testing for Suzuki in an effort to prove that all SUVs regardless of design, 
could be made to lift wheels on flat, level surfaces when dnven by expert dnvers The McCarthy testing 
revealed that the Chevy SIC Blazer. Jeep Cherokee and Jeep Wrangler could not be made to lift wheels in 
the CU maneuver regardless of steenng input. 

10 Deposition of Don Tandy. Engineer. Ford Motor Company [3-20-00) 

1 1 Deposition of Don Tandy. Engineer, Ford Motor Company (3-20-00) 

1 2 Lawyers representing victims of rollover crashes involving the Explorer have been unable to 
independently evaluate Ford's contention that it met the internal rollover standard because Ford claims 
that the key documents surrounding the test - the wheel lift charts, both input and output - were destroyed, 
allegedly shortly after the simulations were conducted 

1 3 Deposition of Roger Simpson, Explorer Program Manager. Ford Motor Company [11-14-00] 

14 Deposition of Roger Simpson. Explorer Program Manager, Ford Motor Company [11-14-00], 

15 Deposition of James Burdette, Fuel Efficiency Engineer. Ford Motor Company [12-21-00]. 

16 Deposition of James Burdette. Fuel Efficiency Engineer. Ford Motor Company [12-21-00). 

17 Deposition of James Burdette. Fuel Efficiency Engineer, Ford Motor Company [12-21-00], 

18 Deposition of James Burdette, Fuel Efficiency Engineer, Ford Motor Company (12-21-00). 

19 The January 2, 1991 and July 8. 1992 detail sheets were never approved by Ford due to the wheel lift 
problem referenced in the text of the report. These are included as part of the historical overview of the 
attempts at modifying the fare to accommodate the fuel economy problem/concem. 

20 Deposition of James Gardner 

2 1 A chronology of significant events in the 1 2-year history of the Ford-Firestone fare defect is included at 
Appendix A 

22 Deposition of Michael Reep. Design Engineer. Firestone [12-13-00] 

23 Deposition of Michael Reep, Design Engineer. Firestone (12-13-00) 

24 Deposition of Michael Reep. Design Engineer. Firestone (12-13-00) 

25 Deposition of James Gardner. Product Analysis Engineer. Firestone [12-13-00]. 

26 Document made available to Congress during Ford/Firestone heanngs 

27 Deposition of Thomas Baughman, head of the Cntical Concern Review Group, an internal Ford quality 
oversight committee While Ford has previously taken the position that these problems were highlighted 
much later, subsequent discovery of internal documents and deposition testimony of Ford employees 
charged with responsibility for the oversight of the problems in Venezuela have shown that these problems 
actually came to light in 1997, not in 1999 as previously disclosed 

28 


4 Q Now this particular document, and this was the interesting 

5 part, to me at least, it says in July 1997 FOV. that means 

6 Ford of Venezuela, conect? 

7 A. Correct. 

8 Q In July 1997 Ford Venezuela representatives were called to 

9 a meeting in Caracas with a group of independent lawyers 

10 representing Ford customers " 
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1 1 Did I read that correctly? 

12 A. You read it correctly. 

13 Q You didn't join the Explorer situation until when? 

14 A Well, this gets a little more complicated now I did not 

1 5 start working on Explorer and tire related-issues until, 

16 you know, the first quarter of 1999 

17 Q So in July of 1997 you were not involved nor were you made 

18 aware of the meeting between Ford of Venezuela 

IS representatives and the lawyers in Caracas about these 

20 tread separation rollovers of Explorers? 

21 A No. I was never made aware of it. 

29 Deposition of Thomas Baughman. Chief of Engineenng, Ford Motor Company [12-21-00] 

30 Deposition of Thomas Baughman. Chief of Engineenng. Ford Motor Company [12-21-00]. 

31 Deposition of Thomas Baughman. Chief of Engineenng. Ford Motor Company [12-21-00). 

32 See e g . http //www.safetyforum. com. 

33 Deposition o< Michael Reep. Design Engineer. Firestone [12-13-00] 

34 


Q There is no information you can give us today about 

14 how tnat change came about or why it came about’’ 

1 5 A Only from what I can briefly recall as to why that 

16 change was made and l believe the mam reason, if 

17 I'm recalling correctly, is that we had been seeing 

18 a lot of large P metnc tires that were normally 

1 S used on passenger tires before were now in fact 

20 being used on light truck and as such they were 

21 bemg subtected to different stresses and loads than 

22 a normal passenger fire 

23 So a decision was made and I'm not sure of 

24 the testing involved to go to the thicker wedge that 

25 we m fact use on all light truck radials. but I 

1 believe that was the mam reason to make this 

2 change’’ 

3 Q What you just told me if I heard you correctly was 

4 that as you understood it. people were beginning - 

5 consumers were beginning to use passenger fires on 

6 light trucks’’ 

7 A Yes that's correct We were seeing larger metric 

8 fires especially 

5 O Like 235s or 245s or 255s or what’’ 

10 A Yes 

1 1 Q Those are good examples 7 

12 A Those are very good examples and even larger fires 

13 than that 

14 Q People used to use those on iheir cars and now they 

15 were putting them on their light trucks and so this 

16 change was bemg made m order to reflect the 

1 7 changing use of those kinds of fires 7 

18 A Yes. as I recall, that is the mam reason that we 

did this wedge change 

35 Deposition of Michael Reep. Design Engineer. Firestone [12-13-00]. 
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36 Deposition of Bnan Queisar, Design Engineer, Firestone [12-20-00). 

37 Deposition of Robert Martin, Vice Presiaent Quality Assurance, Firestone [1 1-27-00). 

36 Statement of Christine Karbowiak, Vice President of Public Affairs. [8.13.00] 

39 Robert Martin. Firestone's Vice President of Quality Assurance, recently testified that the Decatur 
plant's tires were more heavily represented among claims because of Firestone's and Ford's distribution 
patterns Firestone tires made in Illinois are more likely to be shipped for installation on Explorers made in 
St. Louis. Mo which supplies the SUVs to hot dimate states in the Southwest, where the problems 
surfaced earlier, due to the combination of speed and higher ambient temperatures According to 
Firestone, tires made elsewhere were more likely to end up in Ford's Louisville. Ky.. plant, which supplies 
Explorers to the more temperate eastern states Deposition of Robert Martin, Vice President Quality 
Assurance. Firestone (11-27-00). 

40 Design ‘robustness" has been defined in a desposition to indude the following. 

18 Q. What is a robust Ore design? 

19 A. A robust design would be a design that meets the 

20 objectives of the customer and assures the customer 

21 satisfaction for whatever it may\ie and robustness 

22 is associated with tire wear and tire durability and 

23 a lot of other things with respect to the tire from 

24 when it’s new to when its worn out and discarded 

25 Q For the life of the tire? 

1 A For the life of the tire 

1 2 Q Does robustness indude the ability to perform 

1 3 safely and appropnately given the loads to which 

14 the tire was designed 7 

15 A Yes Deposition of Bnan Queisar. Design Engineer. Firestone [12-20-00], 

4 1 Deposition of James Gardner. Product Analysis Engineer. Firestone [12-1 3-00). 

42 Firestone internal document 74 as submitted to Congress 

43 Deposition of Michael Reep. Design Engineer. Firestone [12-13-00]. 

44 Deposition of James Gardner, Product Analysis Engineer. Firestone (12-13-00). 

45 Deposition of James Gardner. Product Analysis Engineer. Firestone [12-13-00], 

46 Deposition of James Gardner, Product An^sis Engineer. Firestone [12-13-00) 

47 Deposition of James Gardner, Product Analysis Engineer. Firestone (12-13-00). 

48 Deposition of James Gardner, Product Analysis Engineer, Firestone [12-13-00] 

49 Deposition of Thomas Baughman. Chief of Engmeenng. Ford Motor Company (12-21-00). 

50 Deposition of Thomas Baughman. Chief of Engmeenng, Ford Motor Company (12-21-00). 

51 Deposition of Thomas Baughman. Chief of Engmeenng. Ford Motor Company (12-21-00). 

52 Deposition of Thomas Baughman. Chief of Engmeenng. Ford Motor Company [12-21-00], 

53 A chad describing this litigation may be found at Appendix B 
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(pods." 43 vs Chris Lewis, director of the 
f'l >A's Office of Nutritional Products, Label- 
ing ar.J Dietary Supplements. But she 
would not say whether the agency would 
actual I s' do that kind ot testing to verify' herb 
lr\ els in off-the-shelf spot checks of foods if 
the methodology existed. 

In tact, such standardized tests may be 
five sears awav because of the lengthy devel- 
opment and review process, says Mark 
Lange, science director for the Institute for 



INVOLVED i 
“It was a real 
reading experience, 
not a game, not a 
toy," author Toni 
Morrison said of 
the e-book. But 
screen glare ruled 
out reading on the 
porch, she said. 


THE FUTURE? 
James H. Bitlington, 
i librarian of 
! Congress, said 

I e-books have "great 
possibilities for 
extending reading." 
He cautions, 
however, that they 
take some getting 


Nutraceutical Advancement, a nonprofit 
association supported by the supplements 
industry and formed to develop and validate ; 
such test methods. “Looking for botanicals in . 
almost any food product can be a night- 
mare for chemists,” he says. 

Consumers Union has tested the con- 
tents of several nutritional supplements. For 
our latest findings, see page 60. But the lack 
of reliable analytical methods for testing 
such herbs in foods has so far deterred us 
from analyzing the herbal content of bever- 
ages. soups, energy bars, and snack chips. 

Meanwhile, the FDA says it has sent 
warning letters to several functional-food 
makers. For example, in a January letter to 
Robert Ehrlich, president of Robert's Ameri- 
can Gourmet, the agency questioned ingre- ' 
dsents such as echinacea, ginkgo biloba, • 
kava, and St. John’s wort on some labels, 
saying the FDA is “not aware of a basis for i 
concluding” that those ingredients are gen- 
erally recognized as safe in foods. Ehrlich : 
sa vs he's phasing herbals out of his snacks. 

Consumers Union believes the FDA 
should vigorously enforce existing laws, and 
develop reguiauons on the evidence needed 
to document the safety of herbal ingredients 
in foods. Safety information should be 
required on food labels. And Congress 
should restrict the claims manufacturers ; 
can make about them 


e-book to navigate, however. 

With both e-books, our staffers said that l 
electronic navigation and "bookmarks” 
were somewhat awkward. .And you can't just 
flip pages idly to estimate how much more is 
left of an c-book. "Clicking pages was driving j 
me nuts.” said one suffer. You also can’t iend 
a friend a book without giving your j 
machine. (Each book will work only in the 
machine that downloaded it.) 

Most agreed that c-books might be best : 
for donors, students, and others who must : 
read a lot in several volumes — or vacation- 
ers who want to pack light. 

The market is changing, and RCA now i 
licenses this technology. The RCA REB110C, : 
about $300. is replacing the Rocket eBook, ] 
but has a built-in modem (no PC needed). 
The RCA REB1200. about S700,'is replacing 
the SoftBook, but has a color screen. Both 
can hold at least 10 books; you can also 
upgrade their memory, or store books on an 
online “bookshelf" they provide. 

E-book titles can be cheaper than real 
books, but not always. Some e-book best- 
sellers are just as expensive as the hard- 
cover edition. 


Consumer alert 

Don't overload 
your SUV 


Many people buy a sport-utility vehicle 
because ft has room for lots of cargo— that's 
the utility part of sport -utility. But in the 
renewed locus on SUV safety following the 
firestorm surrounding the Ford Explorer and 
its Firestone tire failures, the question has 
emerged about just how much cargo is safe 
to carry in any SUV. 

The answer is surprising. Our research 
shows that many SUVs are easy to overload. 

The vehicle may be huge, but you may not be 
able to fill it. 

For example, the Erp/orerhasa cargo 
volume of more than SO cubic feet by our 
measure, but a total rated load capacity of 
about 1,000 pounds. A Ford Taurus station 
wagon, by contrast, has less cargo space- 
32 cubic leet-but more load capacity-1,200 
pounds. Keep in mind that load capacity 
includes both people and luggage. So if you seat 
five IBO-pound adults in an Explorer, you're 
allowed only 100 pounds for their luggage or 
other gear. You'd exceed the load capacity with 
those people alone in the Inftniti 0X4 or Lexus 
RX300, two "luxury" SUVs with small load 
capacities (but also small cargo space). 

Overloading any vehicle is potentially 
dangerous; overloading an SUV is arguably 
worse. Loading up an SUV raises its center of 
gravity, which is already high, making it more 
prone to roll over. Overloading any vehicle also 
stresses the brakes, degrades the handling,* 
and can overheat the tires, increasing the risk 
of a blowout If the tire is underinflated, the 
risk increases. 

Finding an SUV's load capacity isn’t easy. 
Some automakers post such figures online. 

Ford and other manufacturers, in their owner's 
manuals, suggest you calculate it yourself by 
weighing the empty vehicle on a commercial 
scale (located at a truck stop or grain elevator, 
Nissan suggests), then deducting that figure 
from a stated "gross combined weight," the 
maximum allowable weight of people and lug- 
gage. The Jeep Grand Cherokee, whose relatively 
small cargo space and heavy load capacity make 
it one of the better SUVs in this regard, usefully 
puts the figure inside the glove compartment 

All manufacturers can calculate load 
capacity. Consumers Union thinks this figure 
should be prominently displayed in every 
vehicle. To compare load capacities of specific 
models, check out www.ConsmerReports.org. 

DCCEM0CR 2000O COW»UMt« MEWORTS S 
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Ford and Mazda jointly developed the 
Escape and Tribute, which combine compo- 
nents from the Mazda MPV minivan and 
626 sedan. Both models are powered by 
either a 2.0-litcr Four or a 3.0-liter V6. A 
high-trim Ford Escape XLT like the all- 
wheel-drive version we bought starts at 
S20.820. With the V6 engine, sunroof, alloy 
wheels, leather upholstery, power seat, and 
a trailer -towing package, the price came to 
$24,855, including destination charge. The 
CR Wholesale Price is $22,515. 

To see if there were meaningful differ- 
ences between these cousins, vve bought a 
mid-trim Mazda Tribute LX\'6 with all- 
wheel drive, it starts a; S22.020. Options 
raised the price to S24.500, including desti- 
nation. The CR Wholesale Price is $21,906. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The redesign of the Toyota RAV4 is a 
marked improvement. The model per- 
formed well enough to become our top- 
rated small SUV, outscoring the Subaru 
Forester by a slim margin. It’s small on the 
outside, yet flexible inside. The R.4V4 han- 
dles nimbly and confidently and has excel- 
lent brakes and a seamiessall-wheel-drive 
system, although the ride is not as comfort- 
able as it could be. The lack of a rear 
bumper means that damage from even a 
minor rear-end collision could be expensive. 
Reliability should be top-notch. 

The other vehicles in this group scored 
close together, landing berween the Forester 
and Honda CR-V. The Ford Escape out- 
scored the Samn Fe by the slimmest of 
margins. The Escape is a more well-rounded 
package than the Tribute, with a more com- 
pliant ride. Both offer spirited acceleration, 
excellent brakes, and generous interior 
space that stretches the definition of "small 
SUV.” But both suffer from too much road 
and wind noise and high fuel consumption. 
Reliability is unknown. 

Overall, the Soma Fe is a pleasant vehicle 
that offers a lot for the money. It rides 
nicely, and it has a quiet interior and a 
smooth, refined powertrain. Handling, 
although secure, is not particularly nimble. 
Unfortunately, the vehicle's weight takes its 
toll on acceleration and fuel economy. 
Reliability is as yet unknown. 

The Mazda Tribute scored slightly below 
the Escape, owing to subtle differences 
between the two vehicles. With a more 
firmly tuned suspension, the Tribute han- 
dled a little more crisply than the Escape, 
but its stiffer ride compromised comfort. 
Reliability is unknown. ® 


SUV safety update 


The massive firestone tire recall that started 
last August raised anew some safety issues 
regarding sport-utility vehicles. Here, some 
recent news and developments. 

ROLLOVER 

The rollover-prone tendencies of SUVs have 
been a concern for years. 

This January, the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) initiated its first 
attempt to establish a rollover rating for a!! 
passenger vehicles, including SUVs. This five- 
star rating system, called the Rollover Resist- 
ance Rating, is designed to provide an estimate 
of rollover risk in a single-vehicle accident. A 
list of the 2001 model-year vehicles that have 
been rated so far can be found at the NHTSA 
web site, www.nhtse.dot.gov. As of mid- 
January, the vehicles tested for this month's 
report were not included in the NHTSA rating list. 

Although the rating is a step in the right 
direction, we consider it overly simplistic. Our 
biggest concern is that it isn't based on a road 
test, so it can't account for what could be crit- 
ical differences in emergency handling caused 
by varying suspension designs, choice of tires, 
steering response, or the presence of an elec- 
tronic stability-control system. 

In the main, cars mostly do well in the five- 
star rating system and light trucks mostly do 
not. That conforms to real life, where rollovers 
are much more prevalent with light trucks like 
SUVs than they are with cars. 

Most 2001 SUVs that have been rated get 
two or three stars out of a possible five. Most 
cars get four stars. That's OK for differentiating 
between SUVs and cars, but not as helpful if 
you're trying to decide among several SUVs. 

In short, we believe the star rating does not 


present a full enough picture of vehicle stabil- 
ity in an emergency. 

What we hope will be a better guide is in 
the works. Congress has directed NHTSA to 
develop and implement a dynamic test for 
rollover. The agency has until November 2002 
to devise and begin conducting actual on-road 
handling tests to gauge and score rollover 
propensity. 

LOAD CAPACITY 

In "Front Lines" for December, we focused on 
the limited load capacity of some 5UVs— the 
maximum weight of both passengers and cargo 
that a vehicle can safely carry. We noted that 
although some models have a large cargo area, 
they have a relatively small load capacity and 
so can easily be overloaded. Some SUVs reach 
or exceed their maximum with five 180-pound 
adults sitting in the vehicle, which leaves no 
capacity to haul cargo. The Toyota RA V4 tested 
this month is a prime example. 

Few manufacturers make the load capacity 
of their vehicles easily available, so owners 
have no guidelines by which to judge how much 
weight their vehicle can safely carry. Jeep and 
Mercedes-Benz are two that do make load 
capacity easy to find. 

Since our report appeared, some other 
automakers have announced that they will begin 
providing this critical information to owners. 
These include Ford (which will provide it on 
a sticker in the doorjamb of all of its Ford, 
Lincoln, and Mercury SUVs and pickups), 
Kia, and Toyota. We believe every manufac- 
turer should make this information easy to 
find and understand. (To compare load capaci- 
ties of specific models, see below or go to 
www. ConsumerReports. org. ) 


Cargo capacit 
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Chevrolet Tracker 

48 5 in 

27 0 in 

40 Sir. 

35 0 in 

38.0 m 

38 0 in 

4 1.5 in 

37.0 in. 3 1.5 in 28.0 cufl 

870 Ibi 

Fort [scape 

66 0 

350 

405 

350 

40.5 

38.5 

575 

31.5 

32.0 

33.5 

900 

Honda CR-V 

580 

31.0 

45 5 

33.5 

335 

37.0 

530 

32.0 

31.5 

31.0 

850 

Hyundai Santa Fe 

630 

370 

435 

320 

42.0 

36.0 

53.5 

350 

31.0 

33.5 

880 

Ua S portage 

500 

31.0 

42.5 

32.0 

41.0 

38.5 

440 

39.5 

30.0 

30.0 

860 

Mazda Tribute 

66 0 

35.0 

40 5 

34.5 

405 

385 

59 0 

31.5 

32.0 

34.5 

900 

Nissan Xterra 

69.5 

38.5 

455 

33.0 

41.5 

36.5 

65.0 

40.0 

29.0 

435 

885 

Satan Forester 

6 TO 

35.0 

405 

31.0 

37.5 

33.5 

590 

36.0 

29.0 

36.0 

900 

;Son«d Grand Vltara 48 5 

270 

40.5 

350 

38 0 

37.5 

41.5 

37.D 

31.5 

28.0 

895 

j Toyota RAV4 

60.5 

300 

395 

39 S 

39.0 

425 

50 0 ^33 0 

38.0 

36.5 < 

760 
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Consumer alert 

Don't overload your SUV 


• load caoitcrtias of 
specific m odels o' 
various veh»Q9 
types 


Many people buy a sport-ulility vehicle because it has room tor 
lots of cargo— that’s the utility part of sport-utility. But in the 
renewed focus oh SUV safety following the firestorm 
surrounding the Fora Expioror and its Firestone tire failures, the 
question has emerged about just how much cargo is safe to 
cany in any SUV. 

The answer is surprising Our research shows that many SUVs 
are easy to overload. The vehicle may be huge, but you may not 
be able to fill it. 

For example, the 199? Explorer XL'r that we tested has a cargo 
volume of more then 50 cubic feet by our measure, but a total 
rated load capacity of about 1 ,000 pounds. A tested 1 997 Ford 
Taurus LX station wagon, by contrast, has less cargo space- 32 
cubic feet-but more load capacity -1.200 pounds. Keep in mind 
that load capacity includes both people and luggage So with 
five iBC-[»und adults in our Explorer, there’s onfy 100 pounds 
left for their luggage or other gear In some SUV models, you 
can exceed the load capacity wrth driver and passengers atone. 


Consumer 
Reports and 
ABC News 
team up to 
bring you an 
Important 
report on 
sport-utililty 
vehicle 
safety. Visit 
abcnews.com 
(or additional 
details. 


Overloading any vehicle is potentially dangerous, overloading 
an 5UV is arguably worse Loading up an SUV raises its center 
of gravity, which is already high, making it more prone to roll 
over Overloading any vehicle also stresses the brakes, 
degrades the handling, and car overheat the tires, increasing 
the nsK of a blowout If the tire is underinflated, the nsk 
increases. 


Finding an SUVs toad capacity isn't easy. Some automaKers 
post such figures online Many manufacturers, in their owner's 
manuals, suggest you calculate It yourself by weighing the 
empty vehicie on a commercial scale (locsteo at a truck stop or 
gram elevator, Nissan suggests), then deducting that figure from 
a stated "gross vehicle weight rating," the maximum allowable 
weignt of people and luggage The Jeep Grand Cherokee, 
whose relatively small cargo space and heavy load capacity 
make it one of the better SUVs in this regard, usefully puts the 
figure inside the glove compartment Honca arid Mercedes- 
Benz a'so include it in their owner's manuals, and Ford has 
recently announced that it will begin including payload 
information on stickers inside the doorjambs of its SUVs and 
pickup trucks 

All manufacturers can calculate load capacity Consumers 
Union thinks this figure should be prominently displayed in every 

vehicle 


Copyright S Consumers Union of u -5 . tnc.. 2000 
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Load capacity comparison 

It's natural to assume that if a vehicle has a large cargo area 
then you should be able to fill it without worrying about 
overloading the vehicle. But that's not always the case. Some 
vehicles have a large cargo area but a relatively low load 
carrying capaclty-the maximum combined weight of people and 
cargo that the vehicle is designed to safely handle. In fact, some 
vehicles can be overloaded with just five adults. 

Overloading a vehicle can compromise safety, affecting rts 
handling, braking, and tires Unfortunately, most auto 
manufacturers don't include load capacity either on the vehicles 
or in the owner's manuals, (Exceptions include Jeep, Honda, 
and Mercedes-Benz, which all provide this information in their 
owners manuals ) In addition, the load capacity for a given 
nameplate can vary, depending on the model A vehicle's trim 
level, model year, amount of optional equipment, the type of 
transmission, and even the amount of sound deadening can 
affect the maximum amount of weight that a vehicie can safely 
carry. That's why a higher rnm level, loaded with a lot of optional 
equipment, can have a lower load capacity than a base model. 

If a vehicle's load capacity isn't provided By the manufacturer, it 
can be hard to calculate. You would have to: 

► Obtain the Gross Vehicle Weight Rating from the vehicle's 
doorjamb sticker. 

► Have the vehicle weighed on a commercial-grade scale to 
determine its curb weight— what the vehicle weighs with a full 
tank of gas but without any passengers or cargo. 

► Subtract the curb weight from the Gross Vehicle Weight 
Rating This figure is the vehicle's load-carrying capacity Not 
many consumers have easy access to commercial-grade 
scales To help, Consumer Repons calculates and publishes 
this figure for each vehicle it tests. 


• Mam report 

• Minivan® 

• Wagon* 

• Sedan® 

• Coupes and sports 
cars 



Sport-utility vehicles 

Reading the table 

The following table shows the load capacity of all SUVs that 
Consumer Reports has tested since 1 993 Vehicles are listed in 
alphabetical order by make and modal The maximum load, in 
pounds, was calculated at our Auto Test Facility using the 
manufacturers' specifications and our own vehicle scales. Since 
these figures apply only to the specific model year and trim line 
listed, use them onfy as a comparative guide. In addition, the 
chart includes the cargo volume or total usable amount of 
cargo space-for SUVs, minivans, and wagons, as measured by 
Consumer Reports ' auto engineers 
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NHTSA - Ford Motor Company 
Review 

March 28 » and 29 th , 2001 


FirestoneTire Root Cause Update 
And 

Explorer Vehicle Dynamics Presentation 
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The pictures above show Firestone 15” tires with a few 
thousand miles service history in the field. 

LEFT - shows that the crack has initiated at the edge of the 

• i • i n 
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SSSic^.tracaiidS* f « davalepmant of utility vahic la stability have changed ov, r eh* 
few years Sue the increased availability of rollover accident data and analyses . 
KJvioSs strategies «t. partially drlv.n by the Insurance Institute easts of the Jeep 
CJ* in the early 80* a which emphasized ri*k froa rollovers caused by extreme (rat. and 
matnicude ) steering input* in emergency maneuver*. Ind*p*nd*nt DO., CM and Ford atudiss 

” J— — > -IT i — - 4 «7 pU induced by excreae steering input* are rare for 

— ' froa CH's recent SM Paper 

_ ... es current viadoa . * a 

c orison ore -rollover oaneuvir’I* "an"of f -road path by' the car, followed by heavy steer 
'-"tenon back towards the road leading to a side slide, and, ultimately, a trip 
followed by the rollover". Baaed on this new information, the UNd$ was developed using 
I handling philosophy notably different froa the BII . A comparison of BII and UN46 
handling strategies 1* summarized below: 


ha% confirmed chat rollovers directly induced by extreme steerl 
any Utility vehicle (including che CJ / ) . The following quote fro 
(Reconstruction of Rollover Collisions, SAE 890857). summarizes 




•'Quiet" steering and 
aoderata understeer for 
good response and 
minimal :ir* "squeal". 
Develop vehicle for 
high speed through lane 
change pylons. 

Reduce steering gain 
and increase understeer 
to slow steering 
response. This will 
Increase driver 
feedback (acre tire 
"squeal") and reduce 
sensitivity to driver 
over-correction (coasaon 
with drivers “under the 
influence") . 


„ Earaiilni C«islw — 

Kaxlaize for good 
accident avoidance 
capability and fast 
"lap tlaes” on handling 
crack. 


Not to exceed current 
£11 levels. Unit 
cornering capecity with 
larger tires through 
suspension revisions 
and tlra pressure 
reduction. 


rflni 

and high cornering 
confidence . 
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Increase body roll to 
reduce cornering 
confidence and thereby 

discourage aggressivs 

driving . 


■ UN 6 


dr UN46 


1 39 Bril S-Bl»x(i.x<.) P.th/Fdr 
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/ 
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58.1 
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58.3 
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58.1 
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58.3 

27.1 
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56. » 
27.5 
2.07 

56.9 

26.7 
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N/A 

9.0 

3.2 

Overall Str Ratio 

'->•#16*8* 


19:1 

102.1 

19:1 

102:1 

19:1 

111.9 

19:1 

111.9 

19:1 
94. a 

19:1 

94.0 

20:1 

100.3 

20 : 1 
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^uro Weight 


V 70 

3576 

4 . 0L= 
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3719 
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160 
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HP/We ight 3/ 


.044U. 

- .045— 
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^y - co^fneoft?f*c«nci«*^^ti*cS« S co*puc«r analysis program ADAHS . the UN46 2 Dt 
4X4 will be *icn«d-off foe rollover • cab il icy by actual -limit" testing at the Arizona 
Proving Crounds (April l*th to 29th). Testing will include an 89 S-10 Blazer with 4.3~ 
engine along with a currant production BIZ 4*4. Tha BII provides An essential baia^ina 
for UN46 Rollover Stability sign-off bacauaa our analyai* of tha BII FARS data indicate* 
almost no propanaity for rollover during "handling* maneuvers. Tasting will bagin at 
ralaclvely low spaed (40 *ph) and staar angles (90 dag.) end gradually increase to 55 
aph and 350 dag. to establish the limit 'threshold". The UN46 «uac at least be equivalent 
to the *11 in these msnauvers to be considered acceptable for production. 

fti ? |}K^S , S^^2oor N *nd 1 4 a ioor U aoSaIs Yt both 4*2 and 4*4. exhibit track handling performance 
superior to the 1989 Bronco II models. Evaluations on the handling and serpentine 
courses demonstrate that tha vehicle body roll induced during increasingly severe 
maneuvers provide* ample feedback to the driver of impending limit conditions. 

Increased underiteer during severe cornering reduces the lateral acceleration and 
enhances control. The UN-45 models ars supsrior to the Bronco II for all available 
options, including tires currently released for the program. The UN-46 modal* hsy« 
been rated superior to cha Chevrolet S-10 Blazer and Nissan Pathfinder for overa*.l 
subjective handling. 

tngllnaerlng^as* recommended use of tire pressures below maximum allowabla inflation 
levels for all UN46 tires. As daacribed previously, the reduced tire pressures increa.e 
undarstser and reduca maximum cornering capacity (both stabilizing Influences). Thi* 
practice haa been used roueinaly in heavy duty pick-up truck and car Nation vagon 
applications to assure adequate understeer under all loading conditions. Nissan 
(Pathfinder). Toyota, Chevrolet, and Dodge also raduce tire pressures for selected 
applications. While we cannot be sure of their reasons, similarities in vehicle loading 
suggest that maintaining a minimal level of undarsceer under rsar- loaded conditions aay 
be the compelling factor. 


Based on an analysis of PARS accident summaries and BII & Competitive handling 
characteristics, it is impossible to identify any type of vehicle defect that could 
explain the BII FARS performance. It is most likely that the handling strategy used 
during the development of the BII. which fully exploited the vehicles inhsrsnt ouickntss 
(dus to its short wheelbase), encourages aggressive driving and makes tha vehicle more 
sensitive to the large steering wheel "over - corrections" that see® to be part of most 
rollover scanar ioe. This sensitivity is aggravated by the fact the most operators in 
-oil over accident* are either inexperienced drivers under the influence of alcohol or 
joch. The UN46. designed with the benefit of the TAMS experience for all utility 
vehicles, haa been intentionally developed to resolve these issues. 
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Dace and Cime 


09/12/89 09:01:29 


From: RSTORNAN- -DRBN001 
To: CVHITE --DRBN001 

FROM: Roger F. Stomant 
Subject: UN46 Steering Linkage Issue - Index Bars 

UN46 with P225 tire on both 2 dr and 4 dr was literally "bullet-proof- (i.e , 
no 2 wheel lift on long or short course with "saturation" tendency similar to 
T- Blazer) . The 4 dr with the P235 ATX tires was significantly better than BII. 
especially on the short course where It was impossible to generate 2 wheel 
lift (on the long course , "reserve" was 3 mph , better than BII's 0 nrph reserve). 

However, the 2 dr with P235 ATX tires performed similarly to the BII on both 
the short and long courses. Addition of the lowered front roll center gave the 
P235 tire performance similar to the P225 even without the increased track 
width. Based on the variability of the test, as demonstrated by our own 
drivers, it is possible to pass the CTJ test with the P235 tires; however, if 
we were using the CU test as sign-off requirement, we would not accept this 
combination (P235 ATX & 2dr). 

In the "real world", tire size has not been demonstrated to be a significant 
factor; in fact, analysis of the PARS incidents would suggest that larger 
tires may be an advantage (reduced tendency for rim-road contact). Our 
analysis would indicate that the Explorer will have much better FARS 
performance than BII regardless of tire size due to it's longer wheelbase, 
increased understeer and slower dynamic response (also a VB effect) . 

Regards . 

Roger F. Stomant 

*** Forwarding note from CVHITE --DRBN001 09/11/89 16:01 *+* 

To RSTORNAN - - DRBN001 R. F. Stornant 

FROM Charles Uhite 

Sublect: UN46 Steering Linkage Issue - Index Bars 

Isn't is also true that the UN46 is better than BII in CU test even with P235? 

Isn't it also true that UN46 with P235 is much better than BII with P205 in 
real world PARS analysis standpoint (longer wheelbase, etc.)? 

Forwarding note from RSTORNAN- -DRBN001 09/11/89 12:20 **"* 

To: CVHITE --DRBK001 

FROM Roger F. Stornant 

Subject: UN46 Steering Linkage Issue - Index Bars 

I believe my attached note to RRS will answer your question on "What tire 
issues?" . 

Regards . 

Roger F Stomant 

**-* Forwarding note from RSTORNAN -- DRBN001 09/11/89 12:18 * ** 

To RSIMJPS01- -DRBN001 

FROM Roger F. Stomant 

Subject: UN46 Steering Linkage Issue - Index Bars 

Nothing new on tires. Our tests indicate a high confidence of passing CU with 
P225 tires and less confidence on the P235. All tires meet engineering 
J-Tum test. I believe new info Is that our competitors are recognizing CU Test 
as a requirement and have designed their new utility vehicles to meet. OGC 
is concerned we will be only OEM with a vehicle that has a significant 
chance of failing the CU test. I believe that management is aware of the 
potential risk w/P235 tires and has accepted risk. CU test is generally 
unrepresentative of real world and I see no "real" risk in falling except 
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what may result in way of spurious litigation. 

From an engineering standpoint, I am not comfortable with the warning label 
approach to avoid use of an index bar. I do not believe we could even count 
on B&AO to orient correctly, much less ser-vice personnel; however, if 
you obtain ASO concurrence in this approach, I will go along. 

Regards , 

Roger F. Stomant 

*** Forwarding note from RSIHPS01- -DRBN001 09/11/89 11:01 *** 

To: RSTORNAN - - DR.BN001 

*-*•* Reply to note of 09/11/89 09:55 
FROM: Roger R. Simpson 

Subject: UN46 Steering Linkage Issue - Index Bars 

IN MY MIND, THERE IS SUFFICIENT RATIONALE TO ELIMINATE ALL OF THE INDEX BARS 
IF A DECAL ON THE LINKAGE IS EMPLOYED. LET’S DISCUSS. 

REGARDING TIRES, I THINK TRUCK SHOULD STAND ON IT'S ORIGINAL POSITION. IS 
THERE ANY NEW INFORMATION THAT WOULD CAUSE A CHANCE? 

cc WGILLIES- -DRBN001 CWHITE --DRBN001 

Regards , 

Roger R. Simpson 


cc: RCAMPBEL- -DRBN001 DW0TT0N --DRBN001 

DHOUSTOl - - DRBN004 
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From: RSTORNAN- -DRBN001 Date and time 09/11/89 09:55:10 

To: CWHITE --DRiNOOl RSIMFSOl- -DRBN001 

FROM: Roger F. Stomant 

Subject: UN46 Steering Linkage Issue - Index Bars 

Based on testing performed by Carron last week, it appears that resolution of 
the index bar concern is near. At this time, index bars will not be required 
on any 4x4 models and only on one side of the 4x2 models. Carron believes 
that, with minor re-design of the stabilizer bar link, only one index bar will 
eventually be required (a full complement of index bars is 4 per linkage ... 2 
on each side, @ appox. $2.50 per bar thus the $10 value for a complete 
linkage). With this approach, we would probably launch with a pair of bars on 
the 4x2 linkage and shortly after Job #1 go to the single bar with an UN46 
average cost effect of < $1. B&AO is currently reviewing the imapct of this 
proposal but. because a single bar does not significantly hamper the tie 
rod adjustment process, they are expected to buy-in to both the short term 
(two bars on one side) and long term (one bar on one side) plan. 

Final resolution is expected for later this week. Other actions required 
are proceeding for Job #1 according to plan. 

I have heard via the “grapevine" that OGC is arming themselves for one more 
attempt to revise the intial tire release plan. They have heard that Nissan and 
Toyota are designing their utility vehicles to meet the CU test (GM 
already meets). I understand they will be asking us to restrict to 
the P225 tire and make additional changes to increase confidence in the 
optional tires. 

cc: DH0UST01 - - DRBN004 

Regards , 

Roger F. Stornant 
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Froia: RSTORNAU- -DRBN001 Date and time 09/18/89 12:28:23 

To: DHOUSTOl- -DRBN004 

FROM: Roger F. Stomant 
Subject: UN46 FRONT SUSPENSION 

CAW's absolutely correct but you can be sure that any new suspension we 
execute will be best in class in the suspension parameters that impact 
vehicle stability. 

Regards , 

Roger F. Stomant 

*** Forwarding note from CWHITE --DRBN001 09/15/89 17:19 *** 

To: DHOUSTOl- -DRBN004 DREPLOCL- -DRBN001 

DDUKATZ - -DRBN001 

FROM: Charles White 
Subject: UN46 FRONT SUSPENSION 

There is discussion starting to revise the Ranger and UN46 suspension due to 
out-of-date performance of the Twin-I beam. The issues we will address are 
drift/pull, tire wear, and clear vision. There is the indirect benefit to 
handling, but pis keep in mind that the BII and the improved UN46 are both 
safe, well -handling vehicles. Earliest possible timing is around 1994 or so. 
There is no way to do earlier due to massive changes required in frames and 
suspension. 

The current cycle plan shows 1998 MY as the Job 1 date, but at the 9/15/89 QSC 
mtg it was agreed chat we would look at earlier incorporation of a new front 
suspension out-ot-cycle for the reasons stated above, not safety. 

*** Forwarding note from DHOUSTOl- -DRBN004 09/15/89 16:19 *** 

To: DREPLOCL- -DRBN001 CWHITE --DRBN001 

FROM David R. Houston 
Subject: UN46 FRONT SUSPENSION 


In the event you a take a poll, my vote would be to change the cycle plan for 
the UN46 vehicle to replace the current front suspension at the earliest 
possible opportunity . I believe that this would positively position the 
vehicle to be immune from criticism arising from allegations regarding limit 
handling maneuvers. This would also help keep the vehicle free from any 
public relations or competitive attack, while NHTSA makes up its’ mind on what 
stability tests might be appropriate. 

cc: RSTORNAN- -DRBN001 AHOWLAND- -DRBN004 

TSPEAR - - DRBN004 

Regards , 

David R. Houston 

PHONE X41312 , FAX X25457. PROFS ID "DHOUSTOl" 
cc: RSTORNAN - -DRBN001 R. F. Stomant 
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From: RSTORNAN- -DRBN001 Date and time 09/18/89 12:28:22 

To: DHOUSTOl -- DRBN004 

FROM: Roger F. Stornant 
Subject: UN46 FRONT SUSPENSION 

CAW's absolutely correct but you can be sure that any new suspension we 
execute will be best In class in the suspension parameters that impact 
vehicle stability. 

Regards , 

Roger F. Stornant 

*+* Forwarding note from CUHITE --DRBN001 09/15/89 17:19 *** 

To: DHOUSTOl -- DRBN004 DREPLOGL- -DRBN001 

DDUKATZ - - DRBN001 

FROM: Charles White 

Subject: UN46 FRONT SUSPENSION 

There is discussion starting to revise the Ranger and UN46 suspension due to 
out-of-date performance of the Twin-I beam. The issues we will address are 
drift/pull, tire wear, and clear vision. There is the indirect benefit to 
handling, but pis keep in mind that the BII and the improved UN46 are both 
safe, well -handling vehicles. Earliest possible timing is around 1994 or so. 
There is no way to do earlier due to massive changes required in frames and 
suspension . 

The current cycle plan shows 1998 MY as the Job 1 date, but at the 9/15/89 QSC 
mtg it was agreed that we would look at earlier incorporation of a new front 
suspension out-ot-cycle for the reasons stated above, not safety. 

*** Forwarding note from DHOUSTOl - -DRBN004 09/15/89 16:19 ++* 

To: DREPLOGL- -DRBN001 CUHITE --DRBN001 

FROM: David R. Houston 
Subject: UN46 FRONT SUSPENSION 


In the event you a take a poll, my vote would be to change the cycle plan for 
the UN46 vehicle to replace the current front suspension at the earliest 
possible opportunity . I believe that this would positively position the 
vehicle to be immune from criticism arising from allegations regarding limit 
handling maneuvers. This would also help keep the vehicle free from any 
public relations or competitive attack, while NHTSA makes up its' mind on what 
stability tests might be appropriate. 

cc: RSTORNAN- -DRBN001 AHOULAND- -DRBN004 

TSPEAR - - DKBN004 

Regards , 

David R. Houston 

PHONE X41312, FAX X2 5457, PROFS ID "DHOUSTOl" 


cc: RSTORNAN- -DRBN001 R. F. Stornant 
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From: DH0UST01 - -DRBN004 Dice and rime 09/18/89 08 : 39 45 

To: AHOWLAND- -DRBN004 TSPEAR --DRBN004 

FROM : David R Houston 
Subject: UN46 FRONT SUSPENSION 

JUST CLOSING THE LOOP REGARDING MY NOTE TO CHUCK WHITE. 

I HOPE THE DISCUSSIONS HE REFERED TO DON’T DAMPEN THEMSELVES OUT. IT IS ALSO 
COMFORTING TO HEAR THAT THERE ARE ■OTHER" REASONS FOR REVISION OF THE 
"TWIN- I-BEAM" OTHER THAN THOSE WE ARE CONCERNED WITH. IF EITHER OF YOU HAVE 
ANY' IDEAS HOW WE. -ASO" . COULD HELP THAT SNOW BALL GATHER A LITTLE SNOW, LET'S 
DISCUSS IT AT OUR NEXT DESIGN REVIEU. 

Regards , 

David R Houston 

PHONE X41312, FAX X2S457. PROFS ID "DH0UST01" 

Forwarding note from CVHITE --DRBN001 09/15/89 17:19 *** 

To: DH0UST01 * - DRBN004 DREPLOGL- -DRBN001 

DDUXATZ - -DRBN001 

FROM: Charles White 

Subject: UN46 FRONT SUSPENSION 

There is discussion starting to revise the Ranger and UN46 suspension due to 
out - of - date performance of the Tw in - 1 beam. The issues we will address are 
drift/pull, tire wear, and clear vision. There is the indirect benefit to 
handling, but pis keep in mind that the BII and the improved UN46 are both 
safe, well -handling vehicles. Earliest possible timing Is around 1994 or so. 
There is no way to do earlier due to massive changes required in frames and 
suspension . 

The current cycle plan shows 1998 MY as the Job 1 date , but at the 9/15/89 QSC 
otg it was agreed that we would look at earlier incorporation of a new front 
suspension out-ot-cycle for the reasons stated above, not safety. 

*** Forwarding note from DH0UST01 - -DRBN004 09/15/89 16:19 *** 

To: DREPLOCL- -DRBN001 CVHITE --DRBN001 

FROM: David R. Houston 
Subject: UN46 FRONT SUSPENSION 


in the event you a take a poll, ay vote would be to change the cycle plan for 
the UN46 vehicle to replace the current front suspension at the earliest 
possible opportunity. I believe that this would positively position the 
vehicle to be immune from criticism arising from allegations regarding limit 
handling maneuvers. This would also help keep the vehicle free from any 
public relations or competitive attack, while NHTSA makes up its' mind on what 
stability tests might be appropriate. 

cc: RSTORNAN- -DRBN001 AHOVLAND- - DRBN004 

TSPEAR - -DRBN004 

Regards . 

David R. Houston 

PHONE X41312. FAX X25457, PROFS ID "DH0UST01" 
cc: RSTORNAN- -DRBN001 R. F Stornant 


cc : DHOUSTOl - - DRBN004 
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St. Petersburg Times, June 16, 2001 

Copyright 2001 Times Publishing Company 
St. Petersburg Times 

June 16, 2001, Saturday 


SECTION: NATIONAL; Pg. 1A 
LENGTH: 1951 words 

HEADLINE: Attention shifts from Firestone to Ford Explorer 
BYLINE: ANITA KUMAR 

BODY: 

Many experts now say the rollover propensity of the SUV is more to blame for fatal accidents 
than faulty tires. 

Robert Harold Miller was traveling north on Interstate 75 in Lee County on March 29 when a 
rear tire ripped apart. His 1996 sport utility vehicle spun out of control at 70 mph before resting 
on its side. 

Miller, 57, of Fort Myers was killed instantly. 

The vehicle was a Ford Explorer. But the tires were not Firestone. 

That accident, involving a Cooper tire, is one of the many that have come to light in recent 
weeks in which an Explorer flips after a tire - not made by Firestone - falls apart or after a 
driver swerves to avoid something in the road. 

The crashes, and the most recent data that has just been compiled and examined by Firestone 
and by the Safety Forum, a consumer safety group, have shifted much of the blame for deadly 
rollovers across the nation from Bridgestone/Firestone to Ford Motor Co. and the Explorer, the 
world's best-selling sport utility vehicle. 

Firestone, of course, has an ax to grind. The tiremaker has taken the majority of the blame in 
this crisis. But now, the company is fighting back, doing its own research to try to shift 
responsibility to Ford. 

It was Firestone, for example, that broke off its 100-year-old relationship with Ford last month 
just before Ford told owners of its light trucks and SUVs equipped with Firestone tires to take 
their vehicles back to dealerships for replacement tires. 

Industry experts such as Safety Forum, Ralph Nader's Public Citizen and the Center for Auto 
Safety say that Ford is even more responsible than the tiremaker for the problem that the 
government estimates led to 174 deaths nationwide. They want the company to be punished, 
and they want the vehicle to be taken off the road. 

"At its core the Ford-Firestone tragedy was largely the responsibility of Ford Motor Co.,'' said 
Joan Claybrook, president of the consumer advocacy group Public Citizen. Claybrook headed the 
National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration during the Carter administration. 

Ford is facing some backlash from consumer groups who think the automaker didn't do enough 
to prevent the deaths and injuries caused in the hundreds of accidents worldwide. Forces 
rallying against Ford include: 

Consumer groups are asking Ford to notify Explorer owners of what the groups say are the 
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vehicle's safety flaws. 

Firestone CEO John Lampe is requesting the federal government investigate the Explorer's 
safety concerns. 

Venezuela is considering banning Explorers sales after accidents there claimed 37 lives. 

Lawyers are asking a federal judge to force Ford to recall 4-million Explorers. 

Congress is examining Firestone’s claim during hearings Tuesday that the Explorer suffers from 
a steering problem that leads to rollovers. 

Ford and Firestone have been feuding for months about which company is most responsible for 
the accidents. Though Firestone has taken the most heat, safety experts who are not involved 
in any litigation against either company, now say the automaker is ultimately responsible and 
must take further action. 

"The problem was created by Ford at the outset," said Ocala lawyer Bruce Kaster, a tire 
litigation expert who has several clients suing both Ford and Firestone. "Ford could have 
completely eliminated the problem. But it didn't." 

That's because the world's second-largest automaker's design produced a vehicle with a 
dangerous tendency to flip, say lawyers like Kaster and Tab Turner, a vehicle rollover litigation 
expert who also has clients suing both cornpames, and consumer experts like Safety Forum and 
Public Citizen. They also say Ford directed Firestone to design an unsafe tire and assured 
customers they could keep their tires underinflated and their vehicles overloaded. 

Ford officials have repeatedly denied that the Explorer has problems, describing the vehicle as 
one of the safest on the road. Ford says Firestone is pointing the finger at the Explorer - one of 
the automaker's biggest moneymakers - only to take attention away from defective tires. 

Ford and Firestone have recalled 27.4-million tires. And as a federal inquiry into those tires and 
more enters its second year, consumer groups have been crunching numbers and releasing 
statistics that back up the accusations against Ford. 

Groups such as Safety Forum report that Explorers are four times more likely to roll over than 
other SUVs, and Firestone estimates that in Florida, Explorers are twice as likely to flip as other 
SUVs in tire-related crashes. 

A four-month St. Petersburg Times analysis found that 41 people have been killed in Florida 
since 1997 in sport utility vehicles equipped with Firestone tires. No list of Explorer rollover 
accidents has been compiled nationwide, but the Times has found several accidents in Florida 
that involve Explorers but not Firestone tires. 

"Both companies are to blame," Claybrook and Ralph Hoar, who heads the Safety Forum, said 
in a joint statement. "But the ultimate responsibility lies with Ford because many keys 
decisions leading up to the tragic deaths were made by Ford." 

The focus shifts fo Ford 

Most SUVs are considered more likely to flip than passenger cars after sudden movements. But 
some auto experts, like Strategic Safety, another consumer safety group, and the Center for 
Auto Safety, say the Explorer's design makes it even more dangerous than other SUVs. That, 
combined with Ford's poor decisions about the tires' specifications, low inflation pressure and 
weight reduction, helped create the situation, they say. 

Ford officials say the Explorer is not the problem, despite being socked by a $ 25-mi!lion jury 
verdict m a recent Texas case involving a fatal rollover of a Bronco II, the predecessor to the 
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Explorer. 

Ford's SUVs had rollover problems long before defective Firestone tires came into the picture. 
Consumer Reports criticized the Bronco II, the Explorer's predecessor, for being prone to flip. In 
tne 1980s, Ford overhauled the Bronco and kept that history in mind as it designed the 
Explorer. 

In January, the federal government gave the Explorer just two stars on a new scale of from one 
to five that indicates the risk for a rollover. Two stars means the vehicle has a 30 percent to 40 
percent cnance of flipping in a single-vehicle crash. 

Experts say some characteristics that make the Explorer unstable are its top-heavy nature; a 
wheelbase that is too narrow; a high cargo floor; and suspension that slows braking and allows 
wheels to slip. Some of those elements are being redesigned in the 2002 Explorer, but Ford 
spokeswoman Kathleen Vokes said that has nothing to do with Firestone-related accidents. 

Firestone officials acknowledge that design and manufacturing mistakes led to some faulty tires 
but are frustrated by what they describe as Ford's lack of candor about the Explorer's safety 
problems. 

analysis suggests that there is a significant safety concern with a substantial segment of 
Ford £ x 0 iO*t*rs." Firestone s Lampe said. Ford Explorers on non-Firestone tires continue to 
v*pe”ience tread separations and tragic rollover accidents." 

a- analysts of National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration data by Safety Forum shows 
that the wave of rollovers involving Explorers may have more to do with the vehicle than the 
ti'v Tire failures on Explorers are four times more likely to produce catastrophic rollovers than 
on other S'JVs. the analysis of more than 3,500 tire failures found. 

Recent studies by Firestone reflect a rollover problem with Explorers. The tiremaker said a 
review of Firestone claims data showed the Explorer is twice as likely to have a rollover in a 
tire- related crash than other SUVs. 

Sennit Guenther, an Ohio State University engineer who tested the Explorer and two other 
SUVs fo' Firestone, sa d a steering problem makes the Ford vehicle more difficult to control. 

"This I s - a vehicle problem, not a tire problem," Guenther said. 

Clarence DM low. executive director for the non-profit Center for Auto Safety said only about 10 
percent of rollovers are tied to tire failures. Most, he said, occur after some other kind of sudden 
move 

a sample of crashes in Florida shows that Explorers have been involved in accidents without 
Firestone tires or, sometimes, without any tire problem. 

One person was killed April 4 when an Explorer flipped on Interstate 4 in an accident with no 
tire failure. Another was killed May 16 when a non-Firestone rear tire on an Explorer fell apart 
on 1-75 m Lee County. On May 27, an Explorer spun out of control when another car slid in front 
of it on 1-275 in Pinellas County. 

"The Ford Explorer is uniquely dangerous," Kaster said. "It is a vehicle that is much more 
susceptible to catastrophic crashes. They can no longer say to people, "This is a safe vehicle.'” 

This time, recall Explorers’ 

Ford's lack of action reg arcing the Explorer has prompted Firestone and consumer advocates to 
search for other ways to get the vehicle recalled and the company punished. 
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Lawyers representing hundreds of people killed or injured in Explorers asked the federal judge 
overseeing a class-action case against Ford and Firestone to recall 4-million Explorers. 

The unusual request seeks the recall of all Explorers made since its inception in 1990, excluding 
the 2002 model, and a refund or replacement vehicle for owners. A Ford spokesman called the 
request frivolous and said the Explorer "has been, and continues to be, one of the safest 
vehicles on the road." 

Federal Judge Sarah Evans Barker has yet to rule. 

Lampe, the Firestone CEO, went to Washington to lobby another arm of the government about 
his request. He met with the federal transportation secretary about possible Explorer steering 
problems and asked for an investigation by the federal agency that oversees the auto industry. 

"What we are concerned about is when something like this happens, a person should be able to 
pull over and not roll over," Lampe said after the meeting. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has not responded but Congress has. 

The House Commerce Committee scheduled a hearing for Tuesday to examine both 
companies' products and accusations. Committee spokesman Ken Johnson said it would 
examine Ford's analysis of Firestone tires and Firestone's claims of Ford steering problems. 


Meanwhile, two national consumer groups, Safety Forum and Ralph Nader’s Public Citizen, are 
lobbying the government, the media and Ford. They want the automaker to tell owners about 
the Explorer's tendency to roll, difficult handling after a tread separation, weak roof and lack of 
protection in a rollover crash. 

While the federal government, Firestone and consumer safety groups are turning up the heat on 
Ford in the United States, things aren't much better for Ford overseas. ]n Venezuela, 
attention also has shifted to the automaker. 

The Venezuela consumer protection agency asked that country's attorney general to seek a 
nationwide ban on Explorer sales and advertising, saying design flaws may have caused 50 
accidents that claimed 37 lives since August. 

The agency, known as Indecu, first reported that both Ford and Firestone were responsible for 
the deaths but recently changed its stance. The attorney general's office and Venezuelan 
congress are looking into the accusations. 

As Ford and Firestone continue to fight, some people are starting to conclude that the two 
companies share the blame for their own flawed products, which together, formed a deadly 
combination. 

"You can't separate these two," Turner said. "I know everybody wants to. But this is just a 
unique combination of a bad tire on a bad vehicle." 
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Toluca family faults Cooper tires for crash 

S'JY driver ' s death raises questions about company safety rec 

SARAH OKESON • , 

d Brown thought his red 199 8 Ford Explorer was 
e had replaced his Firestone tires with tires made 
ubber Co . 



Cooper Tire i ?. 


He raid. ’This is safe,"’ recalled Brown's sister, Sandra Carey 
Ti-uCi:. "I nave the good tires."' 


east c: Rent, Nev 


veered 
spur. & r 



Brown was driving on Interstate 80 about 48 miles 
or. a trip from his Sacramento home to Toluca. One 
ailed. Brown, who was driving in a 75 mph zone, 
then right. The sport utility vehicle hit a pole, 
led over six times. 


Erowr. still was alive when troopers from the Nevada Highway Patrol 
arrived, cut they weren’t able to save him. The 54 -year-old was 
pr or. cun red dead at 11:45 a.m. 

"My crtther thought he had a safe car because he thought he had 
Safe tire:. ' Carey said. "He was traveling along, doing everything 

Firestrr.e tires are believed to have played a role in more than 
1 7 c ratal trashes cf Ford Explorers. The company recalled 6.5 million 
tire: in August because of safety concerns. 

After his death. Brown's family learned that questions also have 
oeer. raised about the safety of Cooper tires. Premature tread 
separation cf Cooper tires may have caused accidents that led to more 
than 30 deaths in the past six years. 

"Cooper doesn't make a very good tire," said attorney Hugh Smith 
cf Tampa, Fla., who is investigating Brown's death. "It's a 

Copr . € West 2001 No Claim to Orig . U.S. Govt. Works 
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competitive market, and they ‘ire trying to skimp on cost. 

But a company spokeswoman said Cooper tires are safe. 

"We have very few lawsuits, and our quality record is very good. " 
said spokeswoman Pat Brown . "The reason we are in business is because 
people are happy with our product." 

Cooper, which is based in Findlay, Ohio, makes about 40 million 
tires a year and has sales worldwide of $1.5 billion. Its tires are 
sold as replacements for the original tires on passenger cars and 
light trucks. 

The company has been hit by a series of class-action lawsuits 
demand inc -hat the it replace millions of tires made since 1985. The 
lawsuits claim Cooper workers damaged the tires when they used a tool 
similar tc ar. ice pick to remove air bubbles. 

, a jury in El Paso, Texas, awarded $10 million 
four people killed in a 1997 van accident after 
ve tire from Cooper caused the van to roll over. 

Brown said there are many reasons the tread could come apart on a 
tire besides manufacturing defects. 

"We are certainly sorry for the family and the tragedy, but we do 
have a very good safety record," she said. "There are many reasons 
why this tread could separate. He could have picked up a nail. He 
could have had some impact damage." 

Smith said he doesn't know yet which of Cooper's manufacturing 
plants produced the tire or what caused it to fail. He said the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, which is 
investigating the Firestone deaths, is too understaffed to do proper 
investigations of tire companies. 

"Unless you have a true epidemic like you have w T ith Firestone, the 
NHTSA simply is not equipped to deal with these problems of consumer 
safety," Smith said. "The manufacturer is constantly weighing the 
costs of the deaths of people and whether those costs outweigh the 
costs cf making a better tire. The answer to that question is 
generally nc . " 

Richard Brown was born in Peoria, where he attended Manual High 
School before joining the Air Force. He used to manage the Old 
Country Buffet in Peoria and was thinking about moving back home to 
open a. fast-food restaurant, his sister said. 


tc the relatives cf 
they frur.d a defect! 


Ccpr . © West 2001 No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works 
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"He said, ‘I'm coming home for a couple months. “ ' Carey said. 
"'IT. going to scout around for some restaurants, and I want to 
relax . " ' 


Richard Hro wr. was the type cf person who didn't get perturbed 
about things very easily. He liked nature and would drive to Lake 
Tah:e m Nevada and call relatives tc tell them what it looked like. 
V.'r.er. r.e died, he had a Bible and pictures of his two sons with him. 

" I zzr.'z want my brother just to die in vain for nothing, 1 ’ Carey 
r a ; . “He was everything to us.” 

TAr.'LAr :? GRAPHIC MATERIAL SET FORTH IN THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT DISPLAYA 

I.:: ‘ . Tr.ir it tne 1998 Ford Explorer owned by f ormerPeor ian Richar 
— March } l cfir.iuries sustained in an accident.; On the Net { 

• : "-rr.*/. ur.oer same headline.) 
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James P. Vondale, Director 

Automotive Safety iOtfice 

Environmental & Safety Engineering ] 

July 23,2001 

VIA HAND 


The Honorable James C. Greenwood 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Oversight 
And Investigations 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 205 1 5-61 1 5 


DELIVERY 


The Honorable Cliff Steams 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Commerce, 
Trade and Consumer Protection 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 205 1 5-61 1 5 


Follow-up Questions from June 19, 2001 Hearing - Firestone Tires 


Dear Chairman Greenwood and Chairman Steams: 

This responds to your letter of June 29, 2001 containing two follow-up questions related to the 
June 19 hearing on Ford Motor Company’s Tire Replacement Program involving certain tires 
manufactured by Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. 

Question No. 1. 

In Mr. Lampe's testimony, he mentions Ford's own internal documents - specifically Document 
54 in last year's hearings - state Goodyear tires have had 1 0 tread separations. This is not what Ford has 
said in the past. Why the discrepancy? 

Response 

We appreciate this opportunity to clarify what Document 54 means and to address the claim that 
there have been 1 0 tread separations on Goodyear tires. Document 54 (copy attached) was written by a 
Ford engineer as part of Ford's investigation into reports of tread separations on Firestone tires in the Gul: 
Coast Countries (GCC). The engineer was investigating whether there were similar tread separation 
reports in the United States. Document 54 shows that he queried several data sources to determine 
whether there were similar reports. Those data sources are Vehicle Owner Questionnaires sent to 
NHTSA, warranty reports in Ford's Analytical Warranty System (AWS) database, reports from dealer 
technicians in Ford's Common Quality Indicator Systems (CQIS) database, and customer contacts in 
Ford's Master Owner Relations System (MORS). These customer contacts are most often telephone calls 
to what was then called our Customer Assistance Center. 


Fairlane Plaza South 

330 Town Center Drive, Dearborn, Michigan 48126-2738 USA 
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The section describing the Ford engineer's search pi the customer con(hcts database (MORS) 
states "Found 32 possible tread separation claims on Firestone (22) and Goodyear ( 1 0)," and later states 
”10 of 32 possible claims were for the P235/75R15 tire from Goodyear." As Document 54 indicates, this 
search involved a manual review of 4236 total reports to locate these 10 reports that possibly related to a 
tread separation. It is important to note that uniquely in this section. Document 54 uses the term 
"possible" to describe the reports because the generalized descriptions contained in the reports did not 
allow the engineer reviewing them to make a determination that any of the reports actually involved a 
tread separation. Because the engineer could not make a determination whether these reports truly relatei 
to tread separation, he listed them in Document 54 as "possible" tread separations to be fully inclusive. 
Therefore, it would be incorrect to conclude, based on Document 54, that there were 10 incidents of treac 
separations on Goodyear tires. 

For a variety of reasons, including the fact that tire manufacturers, not vehicle manufacturers, 
have warranted their tires, tire companies have collected and retained substantially more information 
related to tread separation reports than vehicle manufacturers. It wasn't until July 2000, when Firestone 
supplied their claims data to Ford, that we became aware of the substantial number of tread separation 
claims involving Firestone ATX and certain Wilderness AT tires. Firestone's claims database contained 
hundreds of claims of tread separations that were not contained in Ford's databases. In order to make a 
fair comparison of the Firestone claims experience, in August 2000, we reviewed with Goodyear their 
claims data related to tires fitted on Explorers. We subsequently received a letter from Goodyear 
summarizing their claims data in September 2000 and a further correspondence from Goodyear on June i 
2001 reiterating their claims information. It is this Goodyear claims data and subsequent investigation 
that provided reliable documentation of two tread separation claims involving P235/75R1 5 Goodyear 
tires. 

Question No. 2 

Why didn't Ford change all of its tires over to Goodyear when it became obvious the tire failure 
rate on Goodyear was so much less than that of Firestone? 

Response 

In order to answer this question, we are providing a timeline of the tread separation claims 
information available to Ford. Ford initially received Firestone's tread separation claims data on July 28, 
2000. Until that time. Ford did not possess this critical information. Firestone's claims data showed that 
ATX and certain Wilderness AT tires built at the Decatur plant had a substantial number of tread 
separation claims. 

During the first week of August 2000, Ford reviewed Goodyear tread separation claims data for 
the tire installed on the 1 995- 1 997 Explorer. The data showed that the Goodyear tire performed 
substantially better than the Firestone ATX and Decatur-built Wilderness AT tires. It is important to not 
that the July 2000 claims data for Wilderness AT tires built at other Firestone plants did not show an 
elevated failure rate. 
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Firestone declared the ATX and Decatur-built 15-inch Wilderness AT tires defective and 
announced a recall of those tires in August 2000. At that time, Ford discontinued the recalled tires in 
Explorer production and helped Firestone administer its safety recall. 

Ford received updated Firestone claims data in December 2000. Although the new data 
contained additional claims on non-recalled Wilderness AT tires, it did not show an elevated rate of 
tread separation claims. It wasn’t until May 1 1, 2001 that Ford received further Firestone claims data 
that showed elevated tread separation rates for certain additional Wilderness AT tires. By that time, 
Ford also had compiled substantial information about the performance of Wilderness AT tires from its 
extensive root cause investigation. This, coupled with other information obtained in the course of 
Ford's investigation, formed the basis for the announcement of Ford’s Tire Replacement Program on 
May 22, 2001. 

Please feel to cal! me at (313) 845-4320 if there are any questions. 

Sincerely, 


t^james P. Vondale 


Attachment 
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James P. Vondale, Director 

Automotive Safety Office 
Environmental & Safety Engineering 

July 23, 2001 


Peter Kielty 
Committee Clerk 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 


VIA HAND - DELIVERY 


June 19, 2001 Hearing - Firestone Tires 


Dear Mr. Kielty: 

This letter responds to your June 28, 2001 communication requesting written responses to certain 
questions raised during the Committee's June 19, 2001 hearing on Ford's Tire Replacement Program 
involving certain tires manufactured by Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. Specifically, you identified two 
questions requiring written responses. We have paraphrased your questions and provided our responses 
below. 

Question No. 1 

Rep. Deal asked Mr. Nasser about Ford's possession of Firestone field data when Ford made the 
decision in December 1 994 to source 1 00% of Explorer tires to Firestone for the 1 998 model year and 
Mr. Nasser committed to respond to that question. 

Response 

Ford did not receive the Firestone claims data that caused us to determine that a safety recall 
was necessary on ATX and certain Wilderness AT tires until July 28, 2000. Similarly, it was not until 
May 1 1, 2001 that Ford received previously requested updated Firestone claims data on the rest of the 
Wilderness AT tires that formed part of the basis for our decision to replace all remaining 15-, 16-, and 
17-inch Wilderness AT tires on Ford products. As Mr. Nasser testified. Ford made its decision to source 
100% of Explorer tires to Firestone for the 1 998 model year in December 1994. Therefore, Ford did not 
possess the claims data indicating tread separation concerns on Firestone ATX and Wilderness AT tires 
in December 1994 when the decision was made. 


Fairiane Plaza South 

330 Town Center Drive, Dearborn, Michigan 48126-2738 USA 
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Mr. Peter Kielty 


July 23, 2001 


Question No. 2 

Rep. Towns asked Mr. Nasser for information about the percentage of Firestone tread separatio 
claims originating in the "hot weather states." Mr. Nasser answered that the majority of reports came 
from the hot weather states, but that Ford would need to respond later with the exact percentages. 

Response 

Ford has categorized Arizona, California, Florida, and Texas as "hot weather states for the 
purposes of analyzing tread separation claims data. While other states may also experience hot weather, 
these four states consistently have demonstrated the highest rates of tread separations on Firestone ATX 
and Wilderness AT tires. Including the latest claims data received from Firestone on May 11 , 200 1 , abc 
72% of the tread separation claims originated in these four hot weather states. 

Please feel free to call me at (313) 845-4320 if there are any questions. 

Sincerely 




James P. Vondale 
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James P. Voncfale, Director 

Automotive Safety Office 
Environmental & Safety Engineering 

July 23,2001 

VTA HAND - DELIVERY 


The Honorable James C. Greenwood 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Oversight 
And Investigations 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 205 15-6115 


The Honorable Cliff Stearns 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Commerce, 
Trade and Consumer Protection 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515-6115 


June 19, 2001 Hearing - Firestone Tires 


Dear Chairman Greenwood and Chairman Steams: 

Ford would like to take this opportunity to provide additional information related to some of the 
subjects that Mr. Nasser addressed during his testimony on June 19, 2001 as well as to clarify some of th 
details of his testimony. This information supplements our responses to written requests for further 
information from Mr. Peter Kielty on June 28, 2001 and Chairmen Stearns and Greenwood on June 29, 
2001 . The format of this letter provides page number references to the unofficial transcript along with 
relevant excerpts from the testimony. 

Pages 67-68 

Chairman Steams asked Mr. Nasser about the statistical significance of Ford's temperature testin 
of Firestone tires and Mr. Nasser offered to provide that data to the Subcommittee in the following 
exchange; 

25 CHAIRMAN STEARNS: Was that decision 

0068 

1 on your part on that test dealing with temperature, 

2 which I’m from Florida, it's a very important test, 

3 I'm trying to understand how you could make a 

4 decision under that kind of statistics where you had 

5 33 were Firestone and out of the 40 — 

6 MR. NASSER: Every test that we did 

7 went through a statistical analysis in terms of its 

8 significance and we will share that data with you 

9 and if you look at it, we believe it is 
10 statistically significant. 


Fairtane Plaza South 

330 Town Center Drive, Dearborn, Michigan 48126-2738 USA 
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As part of our responses to questions posed by Subcommittee staff prior to the hearing, Ford 
provided the information related to the temperature testing that includes its statistical significance. That 
data can be found in our June 8, 2001 submission in response to Question 7 in attachment Q7-2.xls. 
Another copy has been provided with this letter. 

Page 99 

In his testimony regarding how Ford made tire sourcing decisions between Firestone and 
Goodyear, Mr. Nasser stated that Firestone was "ranked as the No. 1 quality tire supplier." 

2 MR. NASSER: It is, and I should say 

3 we're perhaps painting everything in a very negative 

4 sense here. Firestone and Ford had a very long 

5 history, and Firestone produced incredibly good 

6 tires over a long, long period. And during that 

7 period when — in the early ’90s, when the sourcing 

8 decisions between Firestone and Goodyear were being 

9 undertaken by the company. Firestone ranked as the 

10 No. 1 quality tire supplier, so there was no 

11 question at that point of Firestone's quality and 

12 their commitment to high standards. 

The rankings to which Mr. Nasser refers in his testimony are part of an internal process in which 
Firestone was ranked as the top overall tire supplier with quality being one of the factors in the ranking. 
In the years 1989 through 1999, Firestone was ranked as the top overall tire supplier in nine of the eleven 
years. 

Pages 100-101 

There was a discussion between Mr. Deal and Mr. Nasser about when the reports of more than 
1100 Firestone tire tread separations on Firestone tires became available to Ford: 

14 MR. DEAL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

15 Mr. Nasser, in your opening state (sic) you made a great 

16 deal about the differences between the Firestone 

17 tire's performance and a Goodyear tire performance, 

18 and the failure of Firestones in excess of 1100 

19 versus two failures by Goodyear. When did that 

20 information first become known to Ford? 

21 MR. NASSER: We started to look at 

22 that information during last year's 6 1/2 million 

23 recall. Up to that point — even the 1183, although 

24 it sounds like a high number, you know, when you're 

25 dealing with millions and millions of tires it 
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0101 

1 really wasn't very evident to us, so it was during 

2 the investigation of last year's recall. 

3 MR. DEAL: So not until 2000 did 

4 these statistics begin to attract any attention? 

5 MR. NASSER: I'm sure they were 

6 around both in the company and in the tire companies 

7 as well, but they didn't raise the awareness to a 

8 point where it was alarming to us . 

It was not until July 28, 2000 that Ford received from Firestone the claims data that showed a 
high number of tread separation claims. Once the data was made available to us, Ford acted quickly to 
encourage Firestone to recall ATX and certain Wilderness AT tires in August 2000. In August 2000, 
Ford also reviewed Goodyear’s claims data. Ford subsequently received a letter from Goodyear 
summarizing their claims data in September 2000. A further correspondence from Goodyear on June 5, 
2001 reconfirmed their claims data. 

Pages 102-103 

In the following testimony, Mr. Nasser stated that the decision to source 100% of the Explorer 
tires to Firestone for the 1998 model year was made prior to fitting any Goodyear tires on any Explorers. 

10 MR. DEAL: So, if the chairman's data 

11 of 1998 is correct when you switched to Firestone as 

12 a sole source and dropped the Goodyear tires, which 

13 in 2000 you learned had been performing very, very 

14 well, you indicated that it obviously was not on a 

15 price factor, because Goodyear had reduced their 

16 prices greater than Firestone between '94 and '97 

17 you said. 

18 MR. NASSER: Yeah. Congressman, I 

19 should say that the decision to drop the Goodyear 

20 tires on Explorer was actually made before we fitted 

21 the first Goodyear tire on an Explorer. So there 

22 wasn't any field data available anywhere. 

23 MR. DEAL: So it was — so when you 

24 say that you looked at the field — 

25 MR. NASSER: We dropped the tire 
0103 

1 before it was even sourced on the Explorer. We made 

2 the decision to source Goodyear and we made the 

3 decision to desource Goodyear on Explorer before the 

4 first Goodyear tire was actually installed on an 

5 Explorer. 
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While our records do not allow us to determine precisely when the first Goodyear tire was fitted 
to an Explorer in the assembly plant, the beginning of production for the 1995 Explorer was in November 
1994. The decision to source 100% of Explorer tires to Firestone for the 1998 model year was made in 
December 1 994. Therefore, it is possible that some of the very first Explorers fitted with Goodyear tires 
at the assembly plant may have rolled off the line, but Ford did not have any data reflecting field 
experience with the Goodyear tires at that time. 

Pages 109-110 and Pages 114-115 

In the following question and answer, Mr. Nasser offered to provide additional information to 
clarify the tread separation reports on Ford Explorers and Rangers using the same Wilderness AT tires: 


21 



MR. 

GORDON: 

Okay. Yet you’re not 

22 

having problems with Ford 

Rangers? 

23 



MR. 

NASSER: 

We’re recalling the Ford 

24 

Rangers . 





25 



MR. 

GORDON: 

But did you have 

0110 






1 

problems? 





2 



MR. 

NASSER: 

I think the incidence 

3 

level is about 

the 

same in 

terms of the tread 

4 

separation. 

I 

don 

1 1 think 

there's any significant 

5 

difference. 

But I 

'd have 

to get back to you on 

6 

that . 






Again, on pages 114-115, Mr. Nasser was questioned about tread separation rates for Explorers 
and Rangers equipped with the same Firestone tires: 

2 CHAIRMAN GREENWOOD: Mr. Nasser, I 

3 just would like to point out to you from data that 

4 was supplied to us charged (sic) the Explorer and Ranger 

5 tread separation in rollover comparison 1993 through 

6 2001 model years, the number of claims for a Ford 

7 Explorer was 299. The number of claims for the 

8 Ranger was apparently three. Well, let me compare 

9 ’ 97 to 2001. In those cases it's 299 versus three, 

10 so there does seem to be a significant number. I 

11 don’t know if that represents the percentage of 

12 vehicles on the road, but it seems to — and the 

13 claims rate is a 47 rate — claims per million with 

14 the Explorer versus only four. There seems to be a 

15 ten-fold difference between the Ranger and the 

16 Explorer, and I would ask to get a unanimous consent 

17 for a minute of time so you might respond to that 

18 since it seems to be quite different than the answer 

19 you responded to. 
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20 MR. NASSER: No. It's very much 

21 consistent. Ranger is having a problem. That's why 

22 we've recalled and replaced these tires. The Ranger 

23 4x4 is the vehicle that has the tires that are also 

24 on the Explorer. The — and the Ranger 4x4, with 

25 the Explorer tires, is a very small percentage of 
0115 

1 Ranger. So the sample size is small. That, in 

2 itself, isn't the issue. The other issue is that 

3 because they 4x4 models, they tend to be in the 

4 north, not in the south. And, in addition to that, 

5 it is used — it's used Decatur tires on the 4x4, so 

6 you've got a mishmash of different geography, low 

7 installation rates on the 4x4 model, and a different 

8 plant, because of the heavy use of the — 

9 CHAIRMAN GREENWOOD: I won't question 

10 those facts as you’ve just laid them out or take 

11 this any further than we need to, but I think you 

12 did respond to Mr. Gordon that the claims rates were 

13 similar. 

14 MR. NASSER: They are similar when 

15 you adjust to an apples-to-apples comparison. 

16 CHAIRMAN GREENWOOD: That may be a 

17 fair answer that when you adjust out for climate 

18 and so forth, that — so I don’t have data on that. 

While the Explorer and Ranger have different overall tread separation rates, as Mr. Nasser 
explained, that is not an apples-to-apples comparison. Indeed, Mr. Brian O'Neill, head of the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety, pointed this out in the June 1, 2001 issue of Business Week when he 
described an Explorer-Ranger comparison as "an apples-to-oranges comparison that has no validity in my 
opinion." The difference in tread separation rates can be more than explained by several significant 
differences in the geographic distribution and use of the two different vehicles. As Mr. Nasser indicated, 
the tire size at issue, P235/75R15, was used as original equipment only on 4x4 versions of Rangers, while 
that tire was used on both 4x2 and 4x4 Explorers. This difference is significant in that 4x2 vehicles are 
much more likely to be sold in hot weather states where tread separation claims predominate. (Based 
upon Firestone claims data, the hot weather states of California, Florida, Texas, and Arizona account for 
approximately 72% of all tread separations.) When the data is analyzed to properly account for this one 
variable by restricting the analysis to these four hot weather states only, the ratio of tread separations on 
Explorer (338 ppm) compared to Ranger (161 ppm) is 2 to 1, not the ten- fold difference discussed at the 
hearing. 
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In addition to the significant geographic effect noted above, tread separation rates for any 
compact pickup truck (such as the Ranger) would be expected to be lower than for any compact sports 
utility vehicle (such as the Explorer.) Our analysis and the field data show that higher speeds, higher 
temperatures and higher loads can increase the risk of tread separations. Comparisons of typical usage 
patterns between compact pickups and SUV's suggest that these tread separation risk factors would apply 
differently to Explorers and Rangers. SUV's travel many more highway miles than pickup trucks as 
SUV's have become a favorite choice of American families for traveling long distances for vacations. 
They offer a combination of seating capacity to carry four or more people with additional storage for 
luggage along with off-road capabilities in the event the vacation involves camping or other outdoor 
activities. A compact pickup truck like a Ranger does not always offer this same versatility. 

Finally, Firestone tires fitted to Rangers demonstrated a substantially higher tread separation rate 
than Goodyear tires fitted to Explorers. When subjected to higher temperatures, speeds, and loads, certain 
Wilderness AT tires have demonstrated an elevated rate of tread separation without regard to the vehicle 
to which they are fitted. 

Pages 154-155 

In the following testimony, Mr. Nasser was asked to compare the testing of Mr. Guenther to 
Ford's testing of SUV handling characteristics. 

23 MR. NASSER: We have looked at the 

24 study that Firestone commissioned on the handling of 

25 Sports Utility Vehicles and we think that study is 
0155 

1 seriously flawed. We do not agree with it and we 

2 think the sample for the testing was inadequate to 

3 draw any meaningful conclusions at all. They used 

4 three vehicles compared to 15 that we used. They 

5 tested a limited number of models, they only tested 

6 on one road surface. They did not test under actual 

7 event of tread separation and the data is 

8 inconsistent with real world data. 

9 We then looked at the criteria that 

10 they used. By the way, understeer/oversteer, in the 

11 end, you want a vehicle that’s responsive and the 

12 Explorer is a very responsive vehicle but we used 

13 the criteria that Firestone used in terms of vehicle 

14 handling and we looked at 19 other vehicles. 12 of 

15 the 19 vehicles would fall outside of the criteria 

16 that they established as a good handling vehicle. 

To clarify, Mr. Guenther tested four vehicles whereas Ford tested 28 total vehicles. Further, 
when comparing the test results to the oversteer/understeer criteria Guenther proposed, 21 of 28 models 
tested exhibited the linear range steering characteristic that Guenther criticized in the Explorer. 
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Pages 156-157 

In discussing the increase in the weight of the Explorer over time, Mr. Nasser offered to share 
more detailed information in the following excerpt: 

21 MR. BRYANT: The load increase was 

22 insignificant? 

23 MR. NASSER: The vehicle weight of 

24 the Explorer was insignificant. The data that 

25 you're looking at there is not apples to apples. 

0157 

1 What they did, if you go back and look at the 

2 Explorer, there are optional — there was optional 

3 equipment on the Explorer that was made standard. 

4 That optional equipment was heavily marked as 

5 options by our customers. So there wasn't a very 

6 large increase in weight at all. Insignificant 

7 weight. 

8 MR. MARKEY: 5,000 pounds to 5,600 

9 pounds is more than a 10 percent increase in the 

10 weight of the vehicle. 

11 MR. NASSER: That does not take into 

12 account optional equipment. The 5,000 pound and the 

13 5,600 pounds is standard equipment. If you add a 

14 typically equipped vehicle, the difference is very 

15 small. We can share that data with you. 

Before we address the history of the changes in weight rating for Explorer vehicles, we want to 
emphasize two points that demonstrate Explorer weight changes should not be responsible for tread 
separations on Firestone tires. First, the maximum load rating of Explorer vehicles was always 
substantially below the load carrying capacity of the Firestone tires. The maximum load rating of the 
P235/75R15 tire at 26 psi inflation pressure is 1753 pounds. Total load capability of the four tires on the 
Explorer is 7012 pounds. The highest maximum Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) for the Explorer 
was 5640 pounds leaving a comfortable 19.5% margin for the tires. Even when derated by 10%, 
according to Tire &Rim Association practice, the tire reserve load is 94 pounds, or at least a 6% margin 
for each tire. Second, Goodyear tires fitted to the same Explorer vehicles, specified at 26 psi and with the 
same weight changes, have not experienced a tread separation problem. The 1995 % model year that 
added standard features and more weight to the Explorer was also the model year that introduced 
Goodyear tires on the Explorer. While Firestone would like to claim that this additional weight played a 
factor in causing tread separations on their tires, Goodyear tires that met the same Ford requirements have 
not experienced a tread separation problem. Similarly, Goodyear tires were equipped on Explorers in 
1996 when the 5.0L All Wheel Drive was introduced. Again, even with additional weight, Goodyear tires 
have not experienced a tread separation problem. There is simply no credible evidence that changes in 
the weight of the Explorer should cause tread separations on the Firestone tires originally equipped on the 
Explorer. 
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When the Explorer was introduced in 1991 , the maximum 4.0L 4x4 Automatic GVWR was 5360 
pounds. It increased to 5420 in 1992 and then to 5500 for the 1995 '/ redesign. The 1995 % redesign 
added standard features including safety equipment such as a passenger air bag, rear head restraints and 
adjustable shoulder harness D-rings, and functional equipment such as suspension changes, a larger fuel 
tank and 4-wheel disc brakes. The GVWR was increased to 5520 for the 1996 model year. The total 
GVWR increase was 160 pounds or 3 % over 6 model years. 

In 1996, the 5.0L Ail Wheel Drive Explorer was introduced. The GVWR for the heavier engine 
was 5600, which was increased to 5640 in 1997 where it remained unchanged through the 2001 model 
year. The increase over the 4.0L 4x4 Automatic was 120 pounds or about 2 %. The GVWR change over 
7 model years was 280 pounds or about 5%. Further, it is important to understand that this additional 
weight was distributed primarily to the front axle. Of the 280 pounds added to the maximum vehicle 
GVWR over the years, 210 pounds were added to the front axle weight rating primarily due to the 5.0L 
engine. (As you know, the large majority of reported tread separations involve rear tires.) 

From this review of the Explorer weight rating history it should be clear that a claim that the 
weight of the vehicle rose 600 pounds over the model years is not supported by the facts. The maximum 
GVWR of the Explorer actually rose 280 pounds. The maximum GVWR for an Explorer in 1991 was 
5360 pounds and the highest it ever reached was 5640 pounds. 

Pages 164-165 

In this section of the transcript, Mr. Nasser committed to provide more details about Ford's 
position regarding tire pressure monitoring systems. 

25 MR. SAWYER: In our last hearing — 

0165 

1 this is the final point and then I just have a 

2 request to make of you — you talked about Ford's 

3 commitment to doing early warning. What I was 

4 talking about a moment ago is statistical early 

5 warning. It seemed to me that you were talking 

6 about direct pressure measurement early warning 

7 systems within the vehicle. 

8 It seems to me that some of your 

9 competitors are talking about using ABS derived 

10 sensory information that's secondary. I would hope 

11 that you could share information with this committee 

12 about what direction we ought to urge NHTSA to go 

13 in . 

14 MR. NASSER: We will share that 

15 direction and specification. More than that, we're 

16 actually moving on it, we're incorporating inflation 

17 gages in our vehicles almost as we speak and we'll 

18 lay out the plans that we've got in terms of the 

19 other technology that's coming into vehicles across 

20 the board. 
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July 23, 2001 


The Honorable Janies C. Greenwood 
The Honorable Cliff Stearns 


Ford has been working with NHTSA to develop appropriate rules for tire pressure monitoring 
systems. Our position on tire pressure monitoring systems includes: 1) tire pressure monitoring systems 
are not a substitute for robust tire designs; 2) design flexibility is important to allow both ABS based and 
direct pressure sensor based systems; and 3) the rule should be consistent with available technology and 
safety needs so that systems do not provide excessive warnings to consumers, who then may disregard 
them in the future. Additionally, Ford supports the Alliance of Automotive Manufacturers' views that 
warning threshold values should be 20% below the Tire & Rim Association minimum recommended tire 
pressures or 20 psi, whichever threshold is higher, and that a phase-in for implementation is essential to 
allow for proper testing and design of systems for different vehicles. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide clarifying information to help the Subcommittee review 
these issues. 


Sincerely, 



Attachments 
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Question 7 

Provide either the raw test data, or if an analysis has been completed, then th™« 
final analysis, on the temperature tests run on tires other than the Firestone A— »T 
15" produced at the Wilson plant, and the Goodyear Wrangler RT/S 15" (p.4) 

Response: 

The Excel file Q7-1.xls provides summary tables of the raw data for the 
temperature response surfaces. We have included additional data for 15" 

Wilderness AT tires produced at the Wilson plant as well as the 15“ Goodyear 
Wrangler RTS 15“ tire. The Excel file Q7-2.xls provides calculations, graphs ai id 
plots of the tire surface temperature. 


Click here for Q7-l.xls 
Click here for Q7-2.xls 
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King & Spalding 


DIRECT DI AI- 

202/626-5600 


1730 PtSSSVlVaSU AVeSCE, S.W. 

WASHINGTON'. D.C. SO0CMU7O0 

TELEPHONE: 202/737-0500 
FACSIMILE; 202/«:2«Ki737 

EMAIL.: 

ak8SWtjikslaw.com 

wgf w.iisla».eon 


July 20, 2001 


Thomas DiLenge, Esq. 

Deputy Chief Counsel for Oversight & 
Investigations 

House Energy & Commerce Committee 
2125 Rayburn House Office Bldg 
Washington, DC 205 1 5 


Dear Tom: 


Ted Hester asked that I forward the enclosed two original letters from Dan Adomitis, 
Division General Counsel of Bridgestone/ Firestone, Inc., submitted in response to requests for 
information received by BFS in connection with the June 1 9, 2001 hearing. 

Please note that the July 1 9 letter addressed to Chairmen Steams and Greenwood also 
contains two pages of claims data from Wilderness AT tires used by General Motors. 1 
apologize that these two pages were not included in yesterday’s delivery. 

The other enclosed letter is addressed to you, and responds to the questions submitted by 
Members of the Subcommittees at the hearing. 

Please give me a call if you have any comments or questions. 


Sincerely, 

/Allison Kassir 

Government Affairs Representative 


Enclosures 

cc: Edith Holleman 


11M PEACHTREE STREET 

ATT.AST A. G A 30303- 1783 
tft.rpho.ne: -«iA/n7a-»«oo 
KACSIMU.fi; -K> 1/372-5100 


1 183 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS 
NEW YORK. NY 1003G-MV03 

■n-XEPHONE: ZIS/SSfKl 1IK> 

FACSIMILE: V 1 2/35U-V22W 


HOUSTON. TX 77002-S210 
TELEPHONE: 7i:i/73l-320(> 
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King Sc Spalding 

1730 PENNSYLVANIA AVEKUE.S.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006-4706 
TELEPHONE: 208/ 737-0500 
FACSIMILE: 202/626-3737 

DIRECT DIAL: 

202/626-2901 


EMAIL: 

thester@kslaw.com 

wwvi.kslaw.com 


July 19, 2001 


Thomas DiLenge, Esq. 

Deputy Chief Counsel for Oversight & 

Investigations 

House Energy & Commerce Committee 
2125 Rayburn House Office Bldg 
Washington, DC 20515 

Re: Follow-up to June 19 Hearing 

Dear Tom: 

Enclosed are two letters from Dan Adomitis, Division General Counsel of Bridgestone/ 
Firestone, Inc., submitted in response to requests for information received by BFS in connection 
with the June 19, 2001 hearing. As you can see, this information has been faxed to me, and we 
will forward originals to you when we receive them. 

One of the enclosed letters is addressed to Chairmen Steams and Greenwood, in response 
to the nine questions attached to the June 29, 2001 letter from the Chairmen to John Lampe. 

The other enclosed letter is addressed to you, and responds to the questions submitted by 
Members of the Subcommittees at the hearing. 

Please give me a call if you have any 


Enclosures 

cc: Edith Hollemann 



1 8 J PEACHTREE STREET 

ATLANTA, G A 30303-1 763 

TELEPHONE: 404/51!4a00 
FACSIMILE: 404/572-0 IOO 


I 105 AVENUE OP THE AMERICAS 

NEW YORK, NY 100364003 

TELEPHONE: 212/000-2 IOO 
FACSIMILE: 212/5662222 


HOUSTON, TX 77002-5210 

TELEPHONE 713/751-3200 
FACSIMILE.’ 713/751-3200 
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BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE, INC. 


Daniel J. Adomitis 
Division General Counsel 


July 19, 2001 

Hon. Cliff Steams 
Chairman 

Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and 
Consumer Protection 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 205 1 5-6 11 5 

Hon. James C. Greenwood 
Chairman 

Subcommittee on Oversight and investigations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-6115 

RE: Follow-up Items from June 19, 2001 Hearing 

Dear Chairmen Steams and Greenwood: 

The following materials are being sent to you in response to your letter to John Lampe of 
June 29, 2001 requesting additional information to be provided after the hearing in this 
matter. 1 am pleased to respond with the following information, numbered to reference to 
the nine points of your letter: 


1 . In Mr. Lampe’s testimony he noted that “In the last ten days alone there have 
been four people that have been fatally injured in two separate Ford Explorer 
accidents in Venezuela on different brands oftires, not ours.” Please provide 
further details on these accidents. 

I unclose copies of two Venezuelan newspaper articles, together with translations, 
that provide details of the two Ford Explorer rollover accidents, both on non- 
Firestone tires, which occurred June 10 and June 11. 2001. Please see Appendix 
A for these articles. 

We are aware of several additional Ford Explorer rollover accidents that have 
occurred in Venezuela since the June !9 lh hearing ; l enclose a newspaper article 
and translation regarding one rollover accident on or about July 12, 2001, in 
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which three persons were severely injured in an Explorer, again equipped with 
non-Firestone tires. Please see Appendix A for this article as well. 

2. What is a “judicial inspection?” Describe the process in Venezuela, the persons 
involved, the date of the inspections, and provide copies of any reports or 
analyses of the inspections. 

A judicial inspection is a procedure authorized by Articles 1. 429 and 1.430 of the 
Venezuelan Civil Code and Article 938 of the Venezuelan Civil Procedural Code, 
which is used to preserve evidence that might otherwise disappear or be modified 
by the time of a subsequent trial. An inspection is conducted by a Venezuelan 
judge or his or her designee , who actually views evidence and certifies a written 
document detailing the evidence as being an accurate description of the evidence. 
In the case of the judicial inspections conducted by Bridgestone/Firestone 
Venezolana, C.A. (“BFVZ’j, the judge (or designee), accompanied by an expert 
mechanic, photographer and sometimes a BFVZ representative, actually went to 
the location of the wrecked vehicle to inspect its condition. The judge or designee 
then signed a written description of the wrecked vehicle, including the make and 
condition of its tires. Basic information about each judicial inspection, including 
its date, can be found on the spreadsheet at Appendix B. 

3. Regarding the list of 43 Explorer accidents in Venezuela, are all the accidents on 
that list rollover accidents? 

To the best of our knowledge, yes. The judicial inspections were generally made 
of vehicles shortly after the accidents occurred, rather than at the scene of the 
accidents. In order to determine if a judicially- inspected Ford Explorer had in 
fact been involved in a rollover accident, we reviewed (i) the written description 
of the vehicle (which often states directly whether a rollover occurred) and (ii) the 
photographs forming a part of the judicial inspection. In reviewing the 
photographs, we looked for clear indications of substantial damage to one side of 
the vehicle, to the roof of the vehicle (which often caves in during a rollover) and 
also to the vehicle 's front or rear windshield; only if all three were present did 
we conclude that a rollover had occurred. 

4. Are the accidents on the Firestone list of 43 included in the Venezuelan Consumer 
Protection Agency INDECU’s list of 51 and did Firestone provide its list to 
1NDECU? 

Firestone has fully cooperated with INDECU's investigation and has shared its 
list of accidents with the agency. We cannot confirm at this time whether the list 
of accidents maintained by INDECU includes all of the 43 accidents identified by 
Firestone. 
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5. Does the list of 43 include all of the accidents inspected by a judge at the behest 
of B/F? Please provide any other reports of judicial inspections that were 
obtained that are not in the list of 43. 

No. Some judicial inspections were screened out because we were not sufficiently 
certain the vehicles involved had in fact rolled over, and others were deleted 
because a blend of tires had been mounted on them at the time of their accidents. 
Two judicial inspections were screened out because the vehicles involved were 
not Ford Explorers. 

We previously provided the Subcommittees with a total of 47 judicial inspections 
of 43 Ford Explorer rollover accidents (multiple judicial inspections were 
performed on some accidents). Please find enclosed two sets of 16 additional 
judicial inspections of 12 additional accidents (not all of which are with Ford 
Explorers, and not all of which are rollover accidents). The grand total provided 
to you is therefore 63 judicial inspections of 55 accidents Bridgestone/Firestone, 
Inc. has no further judicial inspections in hand, although our Venezuelan 
subsidiary continues to ask for them to be performed as additional rollover 
accidents occur. 

6. Please clarify or provide additional details concerning the circumstances of the 
Explorer accidents in Venezuela, the place each accident occurred and the date 
each accident occurred. 

As stated above, although judicial inspections are generally performed shortly 
after an accident occurs, they are usually not performed at the accident site. 
Therefore, we generally do not know specific details of the accidents, beyond 
what can be ascertained from the condition of the vehicle following the accident. 
Please see Appendix B for a spreadsheet listing the dates that judicial inspections 
were performed. 

7. Provide any data you have on the rollover or accident rate of vehicles in 
Venezuela other than the Ford Explorer, or Venezuela rollover accidents 
involving vehicles other than the Ford Explorer. 

We are not aware of an accurate, official count of rollovers or accident rates for 
vehicles other than the Ford Explorer in Venezuela. Please note that we believe 
there have been very few — if any — rollover accidents involving the Toyota Autana 
SUV, a heavy SUV equipped with Firestone Wilderness AT tires of the same size 
as those fitted to the Ford Explorer SUV. Although there are only about 6,000 
Toyota A utanas in use in Venezuela ( versus about 30, 000 Ford Explorers), we 
have not seen reports of a correspondingly significant number of Toyota A utana 
rollovers in Venezuela. 

8. Please provide data on the Firestone Wilderness AT tire performance in 
Venezuela Include both the claims data and the adjustment data for each year 
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since 1996. Please distinguish between Venezuela-made tires and tires imported 
from the U.S. 

Please see the attached spreadsheets prepared by our Venezuelan subsidiary, 
which show available adjustment, claims and lawsuit information for Venezuela. 
Bridgestone/Firestone Venezolona did not separately track adjustment rates for 
US-made versus Venezuela-made Wilderness A T tires, so we regret we are unable 
to provide the information sought in the final portion of your request. Please see 
Appendix Cfor these spreadsheets. 

Please also find an English language transcript of the video we previously sent to 
the Subcommittees after the June 19 hearing. The transcript is at Appendix D. As 
you will recall, the video shows before and after views of the underside of a Ford 
Explorer SUV which was taken to a Ford dealer for the Ford of Venezuela- 
sponsored “suspension upgrade package" last year. As you will see, and as the 
persons in the video comment, not only did the Ford dealer place competing 
brand tires on the vehicle, but the dealer also fitted new shock absorbers and a 
heavy steel subframe or reinforcing bar. 

9. You have often stated GM (among other manufacturers) use Wilderness AT tires 
and have not had problems. Please provide data proving the Wilderness At tires 
used by GM and the Wilderness AT tires used by Ford are identical in every 
respect, i.e., wedge size, tread, etc. If they are not identical, please explain why 
and give details on specifications used by each variation of Wilderness AT’s and 
claims data for all. 

Though they are very similar in overall construction there are differences 
between the specific Wilderness tires furnished to General Motors and the 
Wilderness tires furnished to Ford . The attached charts detail the differences in 
materials and construction. Differences typically are the result of differing 
performance specifications and qualities specified by the OEM for the vehicle. 
Also attached is the claims data charts showing the extremely low incidence of 
claims associated with the General Motors tires. 

I hope this information is helpful and addresses the Committee’s questions. 


Sincerely, 


Daniel X Adomitis 
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APPENDIX A 

Venezuelan Newspaper Articles and Translations 


[Translation of the article titled "Muertos un comerciante y su ayudante en vuelco de 
camioneta" from the 'La Mariana" newspaper (Venezuela)] 

Businessman And Assistant Die When Truck Overturns 

Two young men were killed when the truck they were traveling in turned over in the 
traffic circle of Redoma de Ei Tacaro. The accident took place on Sunday morning. 

One of the victims was JosP Luis Dos Barros Velasco, aged 32, bom in the city of 
Valencia, Carabobo state, who lived in an apartment of the San Jose building, Comercio 
de Caja de Agua street. He was the manager of the company Detroit Parts and a 
confectionery distribution company. 

The other man who died in the accident was Javier Eduardo Sierralta Galicia, aged 27, 
born in Punto Fijo, who resided at Providencia de Caja de Agua street. He had been 
working as Dos Barros' assistant for four months and before that he had worked as a 
taxi driver in Linea Altamira. 

They had worked all Saturday around the beaches of the municipalities of Falcdn and 
Los Taques. The car accident took place alter leaving Villa Marina when they were 
heading home. 

It seems that the truck, a metallic green Ford Explorer, license plate LAB-51 C Merida, 
driven by Dos Barros, missed the turn, went straight to the traffic circle and suddenly 
overturned, killing both men instantly. 

After a few hours, the bodies were taken in a crane to the morgue of the Doctor Rafael 
Calles Sierra Hospital, due to the fact that the authorities did not have a truck for this 
kind of case. 

According to the autopsy, the first above-mentioned man fractured bis skuli, suffered 
hypovolemic shock, had an explosion of the liver and a broken right leg. 

The other man had multiple fractures in his skull with encephalic mass loss and facial 
fracture. 
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[Translation of the article titled in Spanish "Muere ingeniero y su acompanante en vuelco 
de camioneta en Caseto", an article from the "Medano" newspaper from Venezuela.] 


Engineer, Passenger Die When Truck Overturns Near Caseto 

The victims of this horrible accident were identified as Jacinto Gonzalez (58) and Josfe 
Angel Arias Primera (34). Both died instantly as a result of an accident that occurred at 
approximately 1:00 a.m. on Monday morning. 

Luis G. Villalobos 
C.N.P.: 2857 

A retired PDVSA engineer and his passenger died instantly when their vehicle 
overturned on the Coro-Punto Fijo Highway, near Caseto. The accident was reported to 
have taken place on early Monday morning. 

MEDANO Daily reporters obtained unofficial reports about the accident from trustworthy 
sources. The vehicle, a green Ford Explorer, license plate IAT-881, was driven by Mr. 
Jacinto Gonzalez (58), an engineer from the city of Coro, who lived at 201 13th Street in 
the Judibana sector. The pathologist at Dr, Rafael Calles Sierra Hospital, which is part of 
The Venezuelan Social Security Health System (IVSS), reported that the victim had 
experienced general trauma, cranial fractures, and multiple lacerations. 

The second victim was identified as Mr. Jos6 Angel Arias Primera (34), a native and 
resident of El Cerro sector. He lived in house number 39 in the Santa Cruz de Los 
Teques municipaBty. The victim worked for a transportation business in Puerto La Cruz 
and was the only other passenger in the vehicle. He was said to have suffered general 
trauma, closed chest trauma, hemomediatinum, bilateral hemopneumothora, and rupture 
of the thoracic aorta. 

THE FACTS 

Families of the victims were involved in morgue proceedings at the Rafael Calles Sierra 
Hospital, which is part of the Venezuelan Social Security Health System (IVSS). They 
reported that Mr. Jacinto GonzSIez and his passenger had left Barcelona, in the state of 
Anzoategui, and were headed toward the state of Falcdn. Before reaching the 
Paraguana Peninsula, they drove to Uria, located in the Sierra Falconiana, where Mr. 
Gonzalez owned a hacienda. He made some arrangements there and both decided to 
drive toward this area. Unfortunately, as they drove on the Coro-Punto Fijo Highway, the 
car suddenly overturned near Caseto, ejecting the driver and the passenger some 50 
meters. The vehicle remained on the Coro-Punto Fijo Highway near Caseto sector. 

About eight months ago, Mr. Gonzalez retired from his job at PDVSA as Assistant 
Manager of the Fiexikoquer Plant. His passenger, Mr. Jos6 Angel Arias Primera, who 
worked at a transportation business in Puerto La Cruz, was headed toward the 
Paraguana Peninsula to visit family. Mr. Arias Primera is survived by four children. Mr. 
GonzSIez leaves behind six. The bodies of both men were rescued by the Commission 
for Civil Protection of the Falcon State Police. The case has been reported to said entity 
and to the National Transportation Investigation Authority. 



583 


irretera Coro-Punto Piio - - J-ni - c/i/j w ri • 

riuere ingeniero y su acompanante 
vuelco de camioneta en Caseto 


Las vidimus de este lamentable suceso vial fueron 
l entificadas como Jacinto Gonzalez (58) y Jose An- 
zl Arias Primera (34), quienes perecieron en for- 
la instantanea, en hecho que registro aproxima- 
amente a la una de la medianoche de ayer lunes. 



^ in Primer* (34), 

cimpaiiante <le la unidad 
automoiora que volc6 a )a altura de 
Caseto. (Digifoto: Luis G. 
Villalobos). 

Luis G. Villalobos 
C.N.P.: 2857. 

•Un ingeniero jubiiado de PDVSA 
y su acompaflante murieron en for- 
ma instantanea. al volcar la camio- 
neta en la carreiera Coro-Pumo Fijo, 
a la altura del sector Caseto, en he- 
cho registrado en horas de la madru- 
gada de ayer lunes en csta region. 


La informacion fue obtenida por 
los periodistas del Diario MEDANO, 
a naves de una fue me altamente con- 
fiableyde mar.era extraoficial, don- 
de las victimas de este lamentable 
suceso vial respond) an a los nombre 
de Jacinto Gonzilez (58), natural de 
la ciudad de Coro, ingeniero, residen- 
ciado en la calle ° 13. casa marcada 
con el numero 201 dei sector Judiba- 
na, quien era el conductor de la ca- 
mioneta Ford Explorer color verde, 
placas 1 AT-88 1 . quien al ser trasla- 
dado hasta la morgue del Hospital Dr. 
Rafael Calles Sierra del Instituto Ve- 
nezolano de los Seguros Sociales 
(IVSS), el medico patologo certified 
traumatismo generalizado, fracture 
de craneo y escoriacioues multiples, 
respectivamcntc. 

La otra victims de este lamenta- 
ble suceso respondia al nombre de 
JosA Angel Arias Primera (34), natu- 
ral y rcsidenciado en el sector “El 
Cerro”, casa numero 39 del munici- 
pio Sanu Cruz de Los Taqucs, quien 
trabaja para una empresa de Trans- 
pone en Puerto La Cruz, quien venia 
como acompaflante en la unidad auto- 
moiora, a quien diagnosti caron trauma- 
tismo generalizado, traumatismo tort- 
cico cerrado, hemomediastino, hemo- 
ncumotore bilateral y ruptura de aorta 
toracica, respectivamente. 



Arrollado un ciudadano 


Luis G. Villalobos 

Un hombre resulto con lesione de 
consideracidn, al ser arrollado por un 
vehiculo. en hecho registrado en ho- 
ras de la noche del pasado domingo 
en la Av. Principal de la Parroquia 
Punta Cardon de esta zona. 

Asi lo pudicron conocer los perio- 
distas del Diario MEDANO, a travAs 
de una fuente altamente conflable y 
d^nanera extraoficial, quien identi- 
iesionado como Cesar D' Lima 
natural de Maracaibo, estado 
Zulia. domiciliado en la calle Falcdn, 
casa # 04 de esa jurisdiccidn. 

Con la urgencia del caso el lesio- 
nado fuc trasladado hasta el Hospi- 
■ -il D 1 ' R a f:ic* ( rtHes Sierra del Insti- 


dando bajo observacidn de los facul- 
tativos en el mencionado cenUO dis- 
pensador de salud. 

Se pudo conocer de manere extra- 
oficial, que el vehiculo causante de 
este arrollamiento, al parecer es un 
Chevrolet Malibu, color vino tino, 
desconciAndose mayores dctalles, 
como la del conductor por haberse 
ausentado del lugar los hecho. 


La camionrta Ford Eiplorer, que volc6 donde pcrccieron dot prnona*. 
(Digifoto: Luit G. Villalobos). 

mioneta, es decir en la carretera 
Coro-Punto Fijo, a la altura del sec- 
tor Caseto. 

Se pudo conocer que el Ing. Ja- 
cinto GonzAlcz, hace aproximada- 
mente unos ocho meses habia sido 
jubilado de PDVSA, donde ocupd el 
cargo de Subgerentc de la plants 
Flexikoquer. En cuanto a su acom- 
panante, JosA Angel Arias Primera, 
trabaja en Puerto La Cruz en una 
empresa de transporte, al pareccT pro- 
piedad del priroero de los nombredos, 
donde babhi decidido venir haata la 
Peninsula de ParaguanA, a visitar a 
sus familiarcs, este deja huArf&nos a 
cuatro hijos. Mientras que el Ing. Ja- 
cinto GonzAlez, tenia seis hijos. Los 
cadivcrcs de los dos bombres fueron 
rescatados por una comisi6n de De- 
fense Civil. Comisiones de las Fuct- 
zas Policiales del Estado Falcdn, y In 
Inspector^ Nacional de TrAnsito, 
conocicron del caso. 


LOS HECHOS 

Segun manifestaron algunos fami- 
liares de las victimas, quienes se en- 
contraban en las inmediaciones de la 
morgue del Hospital Rafael Calles 
Sierra del Instituto Venezolano de los 
Seguros Sociales (IVSS). el log. Ja- 
cinto GonzAlez y su acompanante 
habian salido desde Barcelona, esta- 
do AnzoAtegui, rumbo al estado Fal- 
cdn, antes de llegar a la Peninsula de 
ParaguanA, se desviaron hasta Uria 
en la Sierra Falconiana, donde cl pri- 
mero de los nombrados tenia una ha- 
cienda, alii hizo unos arreglos y de- 
cidieron trasladarse hasta csta zona, 
pero lamentablemente en la carrete- 
ra Coro-Punto Fijo, a la altura de Ca- 
setc, aparetosamente volcd la unidad 
automotora, saliendo expelido, tanto 
el conductor, como su acompanante 
habiendo caido aproximadamente a 
unos 50 metros, donde quedd la ca- 


mm 
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El Siglo Newspaper, July 13, 2001 
State of Carabobo 

New Explorer Accident Leaves Three People Badly Injured 

Three people were injured in a mid-day traffic accident that took place between the 
Guacara and Mariara tolls in the State of Carabobo. The vehicle, a Ford Explorer truck, 
license plate GAO-21C, apparently rolled over in the accident, reported Alfredo Valera, 
President of Asoexplorer. Mr. Valera traveled to the scene of the accident and 
commented that Goodyear tires were mounted on the vehicle. 

Accidents in these deadly vehicles continue, and Ford remains unwilling to publicly admit 
its trucks have a mechanical defect and insists on blaming the accidents on faulty tires. 
The Federal Government should address these actions, while the National Assembly 
should step up and deliver the results of its investigation of this matter, which continues 
to claim more lives. 

The victims injured in this new accident were identified as 20-year old Luis Ramirez, 20- 
year old Erika Ramirez, and 21-year old Blanca Querales. All three were taken to La 
Vina de Valencia Medical Center. A fourth unidentified person was injured and treated 
for minor injuries at an outpatient clinic. 
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APPENDIX B 


Spreadsheet Listing Key Derails of AH Venezuelan Judicial Inspections 
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APPENDIX C 

Spreadsheets Showing Adjustment, Claims and Lawsuit Data for 
Bridgestone/Firestone Venezoiana, C.A. 


Bridgestone Firestone V enezolana C.A. 


O.E. ADJUSTMENTS 


Tire Line 

Tire Size 

Ply Rating 

Country where tire 
was produced 

Country where 
adjustment 
occurred 

Year of 
Adjustment 

Number of 
Total 

Adjustments 

Number of Tread 
Separation 
Adjustments 
(codigos: 
135.136,137.139. 
145,140,235) 

FIREHAWK ATX 

31X10. 5R-15 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1996 

437 

34 

S/RADIAL R4S 

LT235/85R-16 

10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

1996 

13 

8 

WILDERNESS A/T 

P255/70R-16 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1996 

17 

0 









FIREHAWK ATX 

31X10. 5R-15 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1997 

221 

49 

S/RADIAL R4S 

LT235/85R-16 

10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

1997 

16 

15 

RADIAL ATX II 

P235/75R-15 

6 

VENEZUELA 


1997 

23 

4 

WILDERNESS A/T 

P255/70R-16 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1997 

65 

3 

WILDERNESS A/T 

LT245/75R-16 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1997 

38 

0 









FIREHAWK ATX 

31X10.5R-15 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1998 

457 

160 

S/RADIAL R4S 

LT235/85R-16 

10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

1998 

2 

2 

RADIAL ATX li 


6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1998 

164 

74 

WILDERNESS AT 

P255/70R-16 

6 

VENEZUELA 


1998 

528 

68 



6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 


307 

31 



6 




213 

14 




H HI 







6 



1999 

563 

200 



10 

. . USA _ 

VENEZUELA 

1999 

27 

21 



6 



1999 

310 

269 



6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1999 

853 

347 



6 



1999 

319 

136 



6 




fHgSMR 

88 

WILDERNESS AT 

P255/70R-16 

6 

USA 


1999 

in _ 

82 




iliWimiBll 





FIREHAWK ATX 

31X10. 5R-15 

6 



2000 

WEszm 

204 

S/RADIAL R4S 

LT235/85R-1 6 

10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 


8 

6 

RADIAL ATX II 

P235/75R-15 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

2000 

358 

211 

WILDERNESS AT 

P255T0R-16 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

2000 

867 

378 

WILDERNESS AT 

LT245/75R-1 6 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

2000 

473 

167 

WILDERNESS AT 

P235/75R-15 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

2000 

438 

201 

WILDERNESS AT 

P255/70R-16 

6 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

2000 

257 

184 

RADIAL ATX II 

P235/75R-1 5 

6 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

2000 

7 

5 


NOTE: Up to October 1999, an unknown quantity of USA produced tires were included in the adjustments data for sizes 
P255/70 R16 WILDERNESS AT and P235/75 R1 5 RADIAL ATX II both made in Venezuela. 
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Bridgestone Firestone Venezolana C.A. 


O.E. CLAIMS 


Tire Line 

Tire Size 

Ply Rating 

Country where tire 
was produced 

Country where 
Claim ocurred 

Year of 
Incident 

Number of 
Total Claims 

Number of Tread 
Separation Claims 

FIREHAWK ATX 

31X10.5R-15 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1996 



S/RADIAL R4S 

LT235/85R-16 

10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

1996 



WILDERNESS AT 

P255/70R-16 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 












FIREHAWK ATX 

31X10 5R-15 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1997 



S/RADIAL R4S 

LT235/85R-16 

10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

1997 



RADIAL ATX 1! 

P235T5R-15 

6 


VENEZUELA 

1997 



WILDERNESS AT 

P255/70R-16 

6 






WILDERNESS AT 

LT245/75R-16 

6 









_____ 




■1 | H 

FIREHAWK ATX 

31X10.5R-15 

6 


VENEZUELA 



H HI 

S/RADIAL R4S 

LT235/35R-16 

10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

1998 



RADIAL ATX II 

P235/75R-1 5 

6 

VENEZUELA. 

VENEZUELA 

1998 



WILDERNESS AT 

P255/70R-16 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1 99B 

2 

i 

WILDERNESS AT 

LT245/75R-16 

6 


VENEZUELA 

1998 



WILDERNESS AT 

P235/75R-15 

6 

IdUSEOi 


1998 











FIREHAWK ATX 

31X1 0 5R-15 

6 

iMsggi 


1999 



S/RADIAL R4S 

LT235/85R-16 

10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

■s 



RADIAL ATX II 


6 

VENEZUELA 


1999 





6 

VENEZUELA 


1999 

2 

2 

WILDERNESS AT 

LT245/75R-16 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1999 



WILDERNESS AT 

P235/75R-15 

6 


VENEZUELA 






6 

USA 

VENEZUELA 












FIREHAWK ATX 

31X10.5R-15 

6 


VENEZUELA 

2000 





10 

USA 


2000 





6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

2000 



WILDERNESS AT 

P255/70R-16 

6 



2000 

8 

4 

WILDERNESS AT 

LT245/75R-16 

6 



2000 

5 

5 

WILDERNESS AT 

P235/75R-15 

6 


■UBUJW 




WILDERNESS AT 

P255/70R-16 

6 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

2000 

13 

7 

RADIAL ATX II 

P235/75R-1 5 

6 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

2000 

1 

0 


NOTE: Records for claims made by customers, which are of a nature different than adjustments, were not kept by Bridgestone 
Firectone Venezolana, C.A. until 1997. When Legal Department was created. The USA recall made by Bridgestone Firestone Services 
related to tires manufactured in its Decatur Plant had an impact in Venezuela. The number of claims has decreased dramatically given 
that Ford Explorer rollovers with tires of another brand has been widely publicized by the Venezuelan media. We believe that such 
rollovers are higher in number than the rollover without our tires, with or without tread separation. This latter statement is confirmed 
by the fact that Bridgestone Firestone Venezolana, C.A. has, for the last five consecutive months, broken its monthly sales record. 
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Bridgestone Firestone V enezolana C.A. 
O.E. LAWSUITS 


Tire Line 

Tire Size 

Ply Rating 

Country where tire 
was produced 

Country where 
Lawsuit incident 
ocurred 

Year of 
Lawsuit 

Number of 
Total 
Lawsuits 

FIREHAWK ATX 

31X10. 5R-15 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1996 

0 

S/RADIAL R4S 

LT235/85R-16 

10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

1996 

0 

WILDERNESS A fT 

P255/70R-16 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1996 

0 




Wt Hi 


HHMH 


FIREHAWK ATX 

31X10.5R-15 

6 


VENEZUELA 

^■E£9H 

o 



10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 


o 



6 

VENEZUELA 


1997 

o 

WILDERNESS A/T 

P255/70R-16 

6 



1997 

o 

WILDERNESS A/T 

LT245/75R-16 

6 



1997 

o 









31X10 5R-15 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 


o 


LT235/85R-16 

10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

1998 

0 

RADIAL ATX II 


6 


VENEZUELA 

1998 

o 

WILDERNESS A/T 

P255/70R-16 

6 



1998 

o 

WILDERNESS A/T 

LT245/75R-16 

6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1998 

o 



6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1998 

0 








FIREHAWK ATX 

31X10. 5R-15 

6 




o 



10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

^H££EHH 

o 



6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 

1999 

0 



6 

VENEZUELA 


1999 

o 



6 

VENEZUELA 



o 

WILDERNESS A/T 


6 

VENEZUELA 

VENEZUELA 


o 

WILDERNESS A/T 

P255/70R-16 

6 

USA 

VENEZUELA 


o 








FIREHAWK ATX 


6 


VENEZUELA 

2000 

0 

S/RADIAL R4S 


10 

USA 

VENEZUELA 

2000 

0 

RADIAL ATX II 

P235/75R-15 

6 

» J? =,Jldl.W 


2000 

o 

WILDERNESS AT 

P255/70R-16 

6 

-ESSE2CB 



0 

EnE32S^334i 

LT245/75R-16 

6 

M’.a! =>■ 

VENEZUELA 

"JiEijUH- 

0 

IOTI»T3iTJT333nri 

P235/75R-15 

6 

■mi 



0 



6 

USA 

VENEZUELA 


0 



6 

USA 

VENEZUELA 


0 


NOTE: BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A. HAS NO LAW SUITS 
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APPENDIX D 

Transcript of Videotape Showing Underside of Ford Explorer 
Before and After Ford of Venezuela Suspension Upgrade Package 


MODIFICATIONS TO EXPLORER SUSPENSION BY FORD OF VENEZUELA 


[00:30] 

Well, once the modification has been made /.../ we remove the spare tire to /.../ see how 
much pressure the dealership put in the tire. They used a WFtANGLER RT/S 
205/70R16. 

[01:04] 

The spare tire that they are using or that they used with this truck is a RT15, 235/75R15, 
with 32 lbs. of pressure. 

[01:29] 

Let’s check the pressure in the other tires. 

[01:37] 

[checks the pressure in the right rear tire) 30 lbs. — a little below of the recommended 
pressure for the right rear tire. 

[1:46] 

[checks the pressure in the right front tire] also 30 lbs. 

[1:52] 

Let’s go to the other side of the truck. 

[2:04] 

[checks the pressure in the left rear tire] 34 lbs. 

[2:14] 

[checks the pressure in the left front tire] 30 lbs. 

[2:16] 

Three of the tires have 30 lbs. of pressure, while the left rear has 34 lbs. of pressure. 

And the truck just came from the dealership. 

[2:25] 

[shows the rear shock absorbers] Let's see what kind of job they did with the truck. 

[2:30] 

The shock absorbers really were replaced. 

[2:41] 

It can be clearly seen that they are newer; or more precisely, that they are new. They are 
very clean. Correct. 

[2:51] 

Secondly, the bar you can see now was installed. This is what they call the crossbar. 
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[3:15] 

And this piece, which holds the spare tire, was also welded. Since it was welded, there's 
a part where it was painted, which is what we are focusing on right now. 

[3:32] 

This is the work they did on the underside of the truck. 

[3:38] 

Here we can see a little more. 

[4:04] 

And now, from another angle, we can see the specifications of the shock absorber that 
was installed. 

[4:26] 

We're showing what we're showing now because they insisted that the bar supposedly 
had to be replaced in order for the shock absorber to be installed. 

[5:04] 

Let's go to the front now. As promised, only the shock absorber was replaced. We’re in 
the front left part of the truck. 

[5:47] 

From what we can see, no other parts besides the shock absorber were replaced; let me 
repeat that I'm in the front. 

[5:54] 

One thing that I want to point out: none of the valves were replaced; they didn't even put 
valve caps on. This work was poorly done. 

[ 6 : 20 ] 

We can see exactly the same situation on the left rear side: it still has the old valve. 

[6:53] 

Another thing we want to point out is the amount of lead tire weights required. 

[7:05] 

The right rear tire: 4 ounces. It only has weights on the inside. 

[7:21] 

Half an ounce on the right rear. 

[7:29] 

Let's go to the front now. The left front tire: 3 ounces; it also has weights on the inside 
only. And only old weights. 

[7:45] 

The right front tire is in more critical condition: 7 1/2 ounces. Of course, these are also 
old weights. 
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Supplemental 

Information 


LEGEND FOR VEHICLE CODES 


a = Explorer 
a’ = Explorer Sport 
b= Ranger 
c = F-150 
d = Expedition 



602 















































603 




CD 

100% 

1 

1 

30% 

15% 

b 

80% 

o 

CM 


CD 

O 

T 

o 

CM 

15% 

B 

80% 

20% 

1 

<75 

£ 

o 

X 

o 

CM 

15% 

CD 

100% 


1 

30% 

15% 

CD 

100% 

1 

1 

30% 

15% 

tu 

65% 



25% 

: 

10% 

30% 

5% 

1 

80% 

5S 

o 

eg 


20%+10%(Si) 

15% 

CD 

O' 

O 

O 

1 


30% 

15% 

Tread Rubber 

SBR 

NR 

BR 

Carbon Black 
Weight % 

Oil Weight % 

Polymer 

Blend 









































604 




605 



606 




607 


RinTx 8c Spalding 


1730 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N,W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006-4706 
TELEPHONE: 202/737-0500 
FACSIMILE: 202/620-3737 

DIRECT DIAL: EMAIL: 

202/626-5608 akassir@ksSaw.cooi 

www.ksSaw.com 


July 20, 2001 


Mr. Bruce Gwinn 

House Energy and Commerce Committee 
564 Ford House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Bruce: 


Ted Hester asked that I forward to you the original of the Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. 
response to Congressman Dingell’s letter of July 5, 2001, 


Sincerely, 

Allison Kassir 

Government Affairs Representative 


Enclosures 


cc: Tom DiLenge, Esq. 

Daniel J. Adomitis, Esq. 


181 PEACHTREE STREET 
ATLANTA, GA 30303-1763 

TELEPHONE 404/572-1600 
FACSIMILE 404/572-5 lOO 


1185 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS 
NEW YORK. NY 10036-4003 
TELEPHONE 2 1 2/086-2 JOO 
FACSIMILE: 212/556-2222 


HOUSTON, TX 77002-5319 
TELEPHONE 713/701-3800 
FACSDDLE 713/751-3280 
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K in o Sc Sp-AXDiistg 

1730 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W 
WASHINGTON, D.C. SOOO6-47O0 
TELEPHONE: 202/ 737-0300 
FACSIMILE: 202/626-3737 

DIRECT DIAL. 

202/626-2901 


July 18,2001 


Mr. Bruce Gwirvn 

House Energy and Commerce Committee 
564 Ford House Office Building 
Washington, DC 205 1 5 

Dear Bruce: 


Enclosed is Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc.’s response to Congressman Dingell’s letter of 
July 5, 2001. 

You will note that in response to Question 5, the enclosed letter suggests that someone 
from BFS bring in the detailed specifications that reflect changes in the tires from year to year, 
and discuss them with you. That appears to be the most efficient way to review the changes, and 
if you will give me a call, we will coordinate such a meeting at your convenience. 



Theodore M. Hester 

Enclosures 

cc: Tom DiLenge, Esq. 

Daniel J. Adomitis, Esq. 


EMAIL: 

thester@kslaw.coni 

www.kslaw.com 


181 PEACHTREE STREET 
ATLANTA, GA 30303-1763 
TELEPHONE: 404/8 72-4000 


1 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS 1 lOO LOUISIANA STREET, SUITE 3300 

HOUSTON, TX 77002-5219 
TELEPHONE: 713/78 1-0200 
FACSIMILE: 713/751-3280 


FACSIMILE 404/872-8100 


NEW YORK, NY 10038^1003 

TELEPHONE: 212/856-2100 
FACSIMILE 212/556-2222 
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BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE, INC. 


Daniel J. Adomitis 
Division General Counsel 


July 18, 2001 


Hon. John Dingell 
Ranking Member 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-6115 

RE: Requested Information 

Dear Congressman Dingell: 

I am writing to provide information in response to your letter to John Lampe of July 5, 
2001 requesting further information relative to the June 19, 2001 hearing. Many of the 
questions are quite sweeping in their scope, but I will nevertheless try to answer them in 
as much detail as reasonably possible. I have numbered our responses to match the 
questions, though much of the information provided in the answer to Question 1 will also 
be responsive to several of the subsequent questions. 

1. “ The Financial. Competitive and Technological Condition of Firestone (1993-97Y’ 

The Akron Beacon Journal article attached to your letter correctly notes that during the 
first three years of the 1990’s, Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. (“BFS”) incurred losses of 
approximately one billion dollars. Although the article discusses a “five year plan” from 
1993-97, it also states that the “turnaround” of BFS actually began in 1992. The fact of 
the matter is that BFS undertook numerous efforts focused on improving productivity and 
competitiveness throughout the decade of the 1990’s. Many of these projects began well 
before 1993 and continued during some part of the stated period. Although I have not 
been able to identify a specific program that is precisely defined by the period stated in 
the article (1993-97), I will discuss the major initiatives that occurred in and around this 
period. 
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The financial, competitive and technological condition of BFS in the 1990’s really begins 
with an extensive study that BFS initiated in 1990 of the competitive environment within 
the tire industry. This “benchmarking” effort generally revealed that BFS was not 
competitive in many respects with other major tire manufacturers. 

First, BFS had lost approximately $916 million through 1993. Net income in 1994 was 
$29 million. Despite an equity infusion by the parent company, Bridgestone Corporation, 
of $1.5 billion, BFS remained $2.3 billion in debt by 1993. (No capital transfers or 
extraordinary payments were made to the parent company, other than for the purchase of 
goods and services). Average selling prices for BFS’ products were continuing to trend 
downward. Productivity improvements required increasing amounts of capital 
investment. Net sales from 1990-91 actually decreased, with only minor improvement in 
1992. Cash flows were negative from 1990 through 1994. 

One of the first programs designed to help BFS achieve greater competitiveness was to 
adjust down the size of BFS. This occurred through selective reductions in salaried 
enrollment achieved primarily in 1991 and 1992. Further reductions in the size of BFS 
occurred with the relocation from BFS’ extensive headquarters complex in Akron, Ohio 
to a smaller, more efficient headquarters operation in Nashville in 1992. At the same 
time, BFS began focusing its diverse operations into 21 “SBU’s” (strategic business 
units), each dedicated to particular markets and operations. 

Beginning in 1990, BFS began to improve plant productivity by focusing on its 
manufacturing process and increasing plant output. “Throughput” and de-bottlenecking 
techniques were implemented. “Kaizen” (continuous improvement) techniques were also 
implemented at each plant. Technology transfers and exchanges with Bridgestone 
Corporation were key focus areas in the period from 1990-92. 

In 1992 BFS began to address the competitiveness and productivity of its manufacturing 
operations under the collective bargaining agreement with the United Rubber Workers at 
six “Master Contract” plants. BFS began a comprehensive study of worker productivity. 
By this time, it had become evident that the productivity levels of the BFS plants were 
dramatically below major competitors. Much of this was attributed to the inflexibility of 
the 1991 collective bargaining agreement to allow BFS to economically operate the 
plants on a seven day, “continuous operations” basis. The result was that valuable, 
capital-intensive plant capacity was going unused at BFS plants. Continuous operations 
existed in one form or another at a number of competitive facilities, particularly those 
that were determined to be operating more productively than the BFS Master Plants. 
While productivity levels at BFS master plants were low in comparison to the industry, 
wages and benefits were among the highest. This productivity gap presented what BFS 
perceived as a “compelling need to change.” 

Negotiations between BFS and the URW commenced in 1994. Despite good faith 
negotiations, an impasse in negotiations was reached and, in July 1994, a strike was 
declared by the URW at all six facilities. In the absence of an agreement, BFS 
implemented terms and conditions and continued production at all facilities with 
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temporary replacement workers. With the need to begin continuous operations at these 
plants becoming critical, BFS hired permanent replacement workers in 1995 and began 
seven-da 3 r operations. In 1 996, BFS reached agreement on a new collective bargaining 
agreement with the union (now the United Steelworkers of America “USWA”), 
preserving the continuous operations schedule and other needed productivity 
enhancements in the new agreement. 

Another broad initiative was the P2000 program, developed for the period 1995-1999 
with the general goal of substantially improving BFS’ competitive position and reducing 
BFS’ debt burden by the end of the decade. This program had several parts. One part 
focused on steadily building market share. Another aspect of the program centered on 
achieving better utilization of BFS’ working capital- Yet another part of this later 
program, known as “C95,” focused on improving manufacturing productivity. 

The C95 program entailed a broad spectrum of enhancements that continued BFS’ focus 
on improving company productivity. It included efforts to standardize component 
combinations and tire building systems within the plants, de-bottleneck the flow of 
operations and materials, improve material usage and processing technofogy, improve 
production reliability, reduce non-operating time (“NOT”), increase economies of scale, 
improve workforce competency, reduce waste and scrap levels and many other 
productivity improvements in the plants. Sometimes these efforts may have increased 
cost, but improved productivity. Undoubtedly, the largest group of C95 changes involved 
the reduction of non-operating time and the successful implementation of seven day, 
continuous operations in 1995 (and the other productivity changes that would ultimately 
become part of the 1996 collective bargaining agreement). The BFS goal was to produce 
a tire that was “equal to or better than” the original product. This program also 
overlapped with a company mandate to certify all of its tire plants to ISO 9000 quality 
standards by 1998. 

Another major productivity focus during this period was the B2000 program This 
program sought to make BFS more productive through the enhancement of business 
information systems. Initiated in early 1996 and conducted until 1998, B2000 sought to 
improve productivity in order entry and tracking, supply chain planning, forecasting, 
manufacturing, warehousing and distribution, customer interfaces and other 
administrative services. 

Supplier relationships during this period remained very stable, with the top 10 suppliers 
doing business with BFS for over 20 years. Efforts were made with many of these 
suppliers to improve pricing, enhance discounts or extend payment terms. 

In terms of Original Equipment (“OE”) sales during this period, BFS’ share remained 
relatively stable at approximately 18% during most of the mid- 1 990’ s. Its share at Ford 
Motor Company ranged from 31-38% during the same period, with most of the variation 
occurring during the URW strike period 1994-95. Specific information by year follows. 
Each column is reported as “All BFS Brands” (but sales to Ford were exclusively 
Firestone brand): 
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Total OE Share (%) Ford Share f'%1 Rep. Mkt. Share% 


1993 

17.4 

38.8 

11.9 

1994 

18.2 

31.1 

12.5 

1995 

18.0 

28.3 

13.8 

1996 

18.5 

32.1 

15.0 

1997 

21.6 

33.5 

16.0 


In the introductory paragraph of your letter, you also inquired regarding the “durability” 
of Firestone tires produced before and after the period from 1993 to 1997. In this regard, I 
am attaching a chart detailing returns of Firestone passenger tires for separations from 
1993-2000 (which would include tires in the “P-metric” Wilderness lines). As you will 
see from the chart, the general level of returns rempins stable or trends downward during 
this period. 


2. “Goodyear Restructuring” 

Obviously, our access to Goodyear information is generally limited to that which is 
publicly available. In terms of Goodyear’s restructuring and other efforts in the early 
1990’s, it is our belief that many of the same type of changes that were taking place at 
BFS were also occurring within that company as well. We are aware that Goodyear 
began restructuring and aggressively pursued the downsizing of its operations. It had 
dramatically improved its cash flow and earnings. Later in this period it began realigning 
operations such as Kelly Springfield into an operating division of Goodyear. It also began 
a process of rationalizing its North American distribution systems and expanding its 
computerized customer interfeces. In terms of continuous operations, at the time of the 
1994 BFS negotiations, Goodyear had already secured the right to operate on this basis at 
five of its North American plants. (I^awton, OK; Gadsden, AL; Medicine Hat, Alberta; 
Valleyfield, Quebec; Napanee, Ontario). 


Please see response to Question i for a discussion of productivity improvement efforts 
conducted by BFS during the 1990’s. 


4. “Annual Company Cost Reduction Goals” 


Enhancements to productivity are a continuing goal at BFS, as at most companies. The 
only record of a true company- wide cost reduction goal we have identified during this 
period is for 1994, in which a 5% reduction goal was set. In terms of the manufacturing 
operations, for each year during the stated period a total factory cost per thousand pounds 
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processed “$/Mlb” budgetary goal was set. This figure embraces both material and 
conversion/processing costs. (Individual plants also set various plant-specific targets to 
help achieve the overall goals). Hie following table reflects the overall goals for each 
year and the actual performance in relation to goal (obviously in this case, actual costs in 
excess of goal are undesirable): 



1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Goal 

1142 

1157 

1248 

1193 

1145 

Actual 

1195 

1217 

1293 

1202 

1141 


*This data is highly proprietary information and constitutes trade secrets of BFS. 


5. "Product Changes” 

Detailed specifications reflecting the materials and construction for the P235/75R15 
Radial ATX II and the Wilderness AT from year to year will be made available to you 
and your staff for review. This is proprietary information and constitutes trade secrets of 
BFS. Additionally, it is likely to be difficult for your investigators to interpret. May we 
request the opportunity to bring those specifications in for review by your staff at a 
convenient time when we can have a representative present who can discuss the 
specifications, (including any that may have had a cost-reduction aspect) with your staff. 
Ideally we will be able to satisfy your need to review these materials without making 
copies of them. 

In terms of the communication to Ford of information regarding changes in the product, 
there was certainly substantial and detailed discussion of the changes in specification 
during the approval process for each major generation of the Radial ATX and Wilderness 
AT tire. Additionally, during the implementation of QS 9000 quality standards, the two 
companies discussed and agreed upon specific protocols for the communication of 
information regarding product changes. Changes made by BFS as part of its continuous 
improvement programs would not be channeled through a Ford approval process unless 
the change affected “form, fit or function” or unless it changed Ford’s performance 
parameters or safety. 

6. “Quality Assurance” 

BFS has an extensive quality assurance program that was in place during this period. 

Like the tire industry generally, however, emphasis was placed on the use of adjustment 
information, field surveys, fleet studies and other testing and analysis to assess product 
performance. The adjustment database as a whole was reviewed annually. Specific tire 
adjustment data was reviewed on a more frequent basis as warranted. 
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Claims data was not traditionally used to assess product performance since this type of 
data was typically a much smaller dataset in comparison to the adjustment dataset, 
making conclusions very hard to draw. Although claims data was kept, it was primarily 
focused on promptly resolving customer property damage claims rather than as a tool for 
specific product analysis. As BFS committed in the hearings on this matter, it has now 
implemented, and will continue to improve, an early warning system incorporating the 
use of claims data as an additional component of its quality assurance systems. 


7. ‘'Levels of Tread Separation” 

During the specified period, BFS primarily relied on adjustment data to assess product 
performance and conditions such as tread separation and nothing in that data alerted BFS 
to a problem with the Explorer tires. The adjustment rates for these tires were acceptable 
in light of the tire types, application and maturity of the tire populations. While 
adjustment rates can be expected to vary as a tire population matures and applications 
change, the overall adjustment rates for these tires were acceptable. 

As discussed in the preceding paragraph, claims data was not used for specific product 
assessment. Although there were several instances in which BFS investigated the 
performance of the tire in specific applications, such as Saudi Arabia, it was BFS’ 
conclusion that the applications and harsh environments in which these tires were placed 
explained any incidence of tire separations. 

I hope this information is helpful and addresses your questions. 


Sincerely, 



Daniel J. Adomitis 
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King <3c Spalding 


1730 1-ENKSYLVANU AVENUE, X.W, 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006-4706 

TELEPHONE: 202/737-0500 

facsimile: 202 / 626-3737 

DIRECT DIAL! 

202/626-2901 


EMAIL: 

theiteT@kslaw.coin 

www.ksisw.com 


July 30, 2001 


Mr. Bruce Gwinn 
Professional Staff Member 
House Commerce Committee 
564 FHOB 

Washington, DC 20515 
Dear Brace: 


Attached is a letter from Dan Adomitis, correcting certain information contained in his 
July 18, 2001 response on behalf of Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., to Congressman Dingell’s July 
5, 2001 letter. I think this is self-explanatory, but please give me a c^lnf you have any 
questions. j ; 


\ 


Sincerely, \ 


Enclosure 


■■ h 'AA-" 

X^Thgbdore M.VBesfer 


cc: Thomas DiLenge, Esq. 

Daniel J. Adomitis, Esq. 
Elizabeth H. Jafari, Esq. 


NEW YORK. NY 10036-4003 
TELEPHONE 218/536-2100 
FACSIMILE-' 21 2/556-2222 


ATLANTA, GA 30303-1763 
Tia-E»»aO.Ke4CKl/572-460O 
FACSIMILE; 404/572-5100 


HOUSTON, TX 7 7002-52 10 
TELEPHONE: 713/731-3200 
FACSIMILE 713/7SI-3280 
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BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE, INC. 


Daniel J. Adomitis 
Division General Counsel 


July 30, 2001 


Hon. John Dingeii 
Ranking Member 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 205 15-6115 

RE: Requested Information (Correction) 

Dear Congressman Dingeii: 

On July 18, 2001 1 wrote to you to provide information in response to your letter to John 
Lampe of July 5, 2001 , One of the specific questions you asked involved whether the 
company had set cost reduction goals for specified years. In my response, I noted the 
following: 

**. Enhancements to productivity are a continuing goal at BFS, as at most companies. The 
only record of a true company-wide cost reduction goal we have identified during this 
period is for 1994, in which a 5% reduction goal was set. ” 

Since writing to you, it has come to my attention that in 1994, company wide cost 
reduction goals of 7.5% were also set for the years 1995, 1996 and 1997. These goals 
covered sales and marketing, manufacturing and headquarters/corporate administration. 

1 apologize for not having this information available with my earlier response to you. 1 
nevertheless hope it is helpful 


Sincerely, 



Daniel J. Adomitis 
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BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE, INC. 


Daniel J. Adomitis 
Division General Counsel 


July 19,2001 


Mr. Tom Di Lenge 

Deputy Chief Counsel for Oversight and 
Investigations 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington. DC 20515-61 15 


RE: Follow-up Items from June 19, 2001 Hearing 


Dear Mr. DiLenge: 

The following materials are being sent to you in response to Mr. Kielty’s fax of 
June 28, 2001 to Beth Jafari of King & Spalding requesting additional information to be 
provided after the hearing in this matter. I am pleased to respond with the following 
information, organized by name of the member submitting the question. 

1 . Rep. Dingell 

The questions posed by Rep. Dingell were restated in a July 5, 2001 letter from Rep. 
Dingell to Mr. Lampe, attached. Responses to Rep. Dingell’ s questions are contained in a 
July 18, 2001 letter, also attached. 

Rep. Gordon requested documentation on four recent deaths attributable to Explorers in 
Venezuela. Attached are three articles (together with a translation) detailing this situation 
and a subsequent accident. 
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Rep. Gordon also requested a copy of the 43 judicial inspections of accidents in 
Venezuela. A total of 47 inspections (of the 43 accidents) have been provided to the 
Committee. We are also attaching 16 additional judicial inspections recently obtained. 

Rep. Gordon also requested a copy of the Venezuelan newspaper article that quoted the 
president of the Explorer Owners Association as saying that the problem in Venezuela 
was not a tire problem, but a vehicle problem. A copy of the article is attached (together 
with a translation). 

3. Rep. Deutsc h 

Rep. Deutsch requested information as to whether Firestone “lightened” the tire used on 
the Explorer. Of course, there were several different tire sizes fitted to the Explorer, 

There was in fact a designed weight change resulting from the adoption of the modified 
P235/75R15 ATX tire. The weight change was less than 3% and was primarily due to the 
adoption of a standardized construction in the bead and in the lower sidewall. The 
standardized bead area construction adopted was that commonly used by all other 
Firestone tires of this size and load rating. These changes had no effect on the durability 
of the tire. 

The P235/75R15 Wilderness AT was approved in 1995 as Design Specification 
“ST381 J ” There was no design change to the specification of this tire to reduce weight. 
In feet, a larger wedge gauge was added in 1998. 

With regard to the P255/70R16 Wilderness AT (not a recalled tire, but an available tire 
on the Explorer), the tire was introduced on 1995 Model Year Explorers as “ST358J.” In 
order to meet Ford’s performance specification it was necessary to use a heavier than 
standard wire belt package. By 1996, Ford had modified their performance specification 
such that the standard Firestone wire belt package met requirements and was approved by 
Ford. This specification became “ST369J” and did result in a slightly lower weight tire. 
There were no other design changes to this specification to reduce weight. 

Though the record reflects the question as posed by Rep. Deal, our hearing notes reflect 
that Rep. Deutsch also inquired as to reports of Explorer rollovers on non-Firestone tires. 
We have attached a spreadsheet itemizing approximately 40 reports of Explorer 
(including one Navajo) accidents. The list has been compiled from numerous sources, but 
primarily media reports. Therefore, we can only “report the report” at this time. 

5. Rep. Markev 

Rep. Markey inquired as to documentation detailing what Ford and Firestone knew in the 
mid to late 1 990’s regarding the understeer/oversteer problem in the event of tread/belt 
separation on the Explorer. Clearly, Firestone’s focus had always been the performance 
of its own products. Any general reference to understeer/oversteer in any materials 
generated prior to 2001 had little context to Firestone at the time. Obviously, we cannot 
speak with authority as to Ford’s internal knowledge during this period and it may 
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therefore be more helpful if this question were to be specifically directed by the 
Committee to Ford. To date, however, we have not been able to find any documents in 
the Ford document repository detailing any specific knowledge of this condition related 
to vehicle performance during a tread separation. 

6. Rep. Stupak 

Rep. Stupak made inquiry regarding the weight shift of a vehicle such as the Explorer 
during a tread separation. This issue has not specifically been addressed as part of Dr. 
Guenther’s analysis. Firestone has not determined that a tread separation, in and of itself, 
has any significant effect on the weight distribution of the vehicle. The loss of the tread 
and outer belt alone has not been determined to have an appreciable change in the overall 
weight distribution of the vehicle. 

7. Rep. Upton 

Rep. Upton requested a copy of the report of Dr. Sanjay Govindjee, done as part of the 
root cause analysis. A copy of that report has been previously provided to the Committee. 


I hope this information is helpful to the Committee. 


Sincerely, 



Daniel J. Adomitis 


dja/me 
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President and Chief Executive Officer 
Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. 

50 Century Boulevard 
Nashville, Tennessee 37214 



JUL - 9 2001 j 


Dear Mr. Lampe: 

I am writing regarding the request I made at the recent hearing for information on the 
impact of Firestone’s cost-cutting program(s) on materials and processes the company used to 
make tires during the period of 1993 through 1997. In addition, I want to know what has been 
the durability of tires Firestone produced during this period compared with tires produced before 
and after this period. 

In questions I asked you at the June 19, 2001 , hearing on “The Ford Motor Company’s 
Recall of Certain Firestone Tires,” I referred to an article from the Akron Beacon Journal, dated 
March 1, 1998, and entitled “Bridgestone/Firestone Inc. Enjoys the Fruit of Long-Range 
Planning” ( see attachment). This article states that “Bridgestone/Firestone Inc. is now enjoying 
the results of its own five-year plan” and that the Chief Executive Officer of the Firestone 
subsidiary attributed the company’s turnaround to “cost-cutting and increased sales in the five- 
year period.” According to the article. Firestone’s earnings “increased more than thirtyfold” 
during this period. 

In your submission for the record of this hearing, please answer the following questions 
and provide the information requested below: 

1 . Please describe the financial, competitive, and technological condition of the Firestone 
subsidiary at the beginning and at the end of the five-year plan referenced in the attached article 
(1993 through 1997). We would appreciate a general description of the company’s debt 
situation; its sales and earnings; its sales to new vehicle manufacturers versus its replacement tire 
sales; its relationship with suppliers and labor; its relationship with the parent company 
Bridgestone, including payments and capital transfers to the parent; and its competitive position 
within the industry in relation to other tire manufacturers. 
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Mr. John Lampe 
Page 2 

2. In the early 1990's, had Goodyear Tire undergone restructuring or other changes to 
improve its competitiveness that caused Firestone to initiate actions to improve its competitive 
strength? 

3. Please describe the cost-cutting programs and initiatives undertaken by Firestone 
during the five-year period referenced in the attached article. 

4. Was there an annual cost-reduction goal (e.g., five percent) that Firestone’s 
management set for the company in the five-year period referenced in the article, and, if so, what 
was it for each year? 

5. During the five-year period referenced in the article, please describe what changes 
occurred in the materials, additives, vulcanization process, wedge rubber dimensions, skim stock 
between the steel belts, etc. in tires Firestone produced for Ford. Which of these changes, if any, 
that occurred during this period were undertaken as part of a cost-cutting program or initiative? 
Did Firestone tell Ford about any of these changes? 

6. As part of its ongoing quality control and oversight functions, does Firestone conduct 
periodic surveys of claims, adjustments, or other field data to identify unusual durability or wear- 
related problems with tires it produces? 

7. During the period 1996 through 1999, did Firestone detect any elevated levels of tread 
separations on the tires it produced (1993 through 1997) for use as original equipment on the 
Ford Explorer or other Ford vehicles? 

Thank you for your cooperation. Please submit the information and responses requested 
no later than close of business on Wednesday, July 18, 2001, so that it can be included in the 
hearing record. 

Should you have any questions about these matters, please contact me, or have your staff 
contact Mr. Bruce Gwinn, Committee on Energy and Commerce Democratic Staff, at 202-226- 
3400. 


%^>o/ o/no aJ j 2 ^. Pi d 

^ ■ /?Xe/ 



Attachment 
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Mr. John Larape 
Page 3 

cc: The Honorable W.J. “Billy” Tauzin, Chairman 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 

The Honorable Cliff Steams, Chairman 

Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

The Honorable James C. Greenwood, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 

The Honorable Edolphus Towns, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

The Honorable Peter Deutsch, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 
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AKRON BEACON JOURNAL 

March 1, 1998, Sunday 

KR-ACC-NO: A^-BRIDGESTONE 

LENGTH: 916 words 

HEADLINE: Bridgestone/Firestone Inc. Enjoys the Fruit of Long-Range 
Planning 


BODY: 

While the tire industry digests the magnitude of Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.'s 
new five-year plan, Bridgestone/Firestone Inc. is now enjoying the results of its 
own five-year plan. 

In that time, production doubled. Earnings increased more than thirtyfold. And 
sales are up 39 percent. 

On Friday, the Nashville-based subsidiary of Bridgestone Corp., the world's 
; largest tire maker, reported record annual sales of $7.1 billion and record 
earnings of $207 million for 1 997. 

"We're quite satisfied with the results," said Masatoshi Ono, 
Bridgestone/Firestone's chairman and chief executive officer. "And we hope to 
continue to improve at the current level." 

It was 1992 when Bridgestone/ Firestone began its turnaround. It opted to move 
its headquarters from Akron, Ohio, to Nashville, Tenn., to get a new lease on its 
corporate life. That year, the company turned a $6 million profit, after losing $1 
billion over the three previous years, and managed sales of $5.1 billion. 

Ono said last year's results show the improvement of cost-cutting and increased 
sales in the five-year period. During that time, Bridgestone/Firestone was the 
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target of a brutal strike, the longest in the history of the rubber industry. 

Bridgestone/Firestone officials are now eager to put that behind them, and to 
focus instead on future growth and new products. 

The company is in the process of building a $435 million tire plant in Aiken, 
S.C., which will produce 25,000 tires daily when completed next year. 

Ono said the new plant will reduce Bridgestone/Firestone's dependence on 
imported tires from Japan. 

"The sales growth and business growth supported the need for local production," 
Ono said. "We cannot cope with the current demand now." 

Ono said the company plans to take aggressive steps to increase that demand this 
year. 

Bridgestone/Firestone plans to introduce four products this year, including a 
new version of its high-performance ice tire called the Blizzak, which uses the 
company’s patented UN1-T technology, and a new ultra high-performance 
Potenza tire. 

Company officials said the controversial Firestone FT70c will continue to be a 
key product. The FT70c was the subject of an advertising campaign that led 
Goodyear to sue Bridgestone/Firestone over claims about the tire's performance 
compared to Goodyear's Aquatred. 

In the end, Bridgestone/Tires tone pulled the ads. But the company reported it 
sold 1.5 million of the premium wet-handling tires in nine months, making it an 
extremely successful launch, Ono said. 

"Even after we stopped the commercials, the tires just kept on selling," Ono said. 

Yesterday, Bridgestone Corp. reported earnings of $323 million on sales of $17,9 
billion, due in part to strong sales in North America by Bridgestoue/Firestone. 
The company said its earnings dropped 44.3 percent because of a change in its 
accounting procedures and the removal of debt associated with its 1988 purchase 
of Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. 

Ono said Bridgestone/Firestone expects to continue expanding in 1998 at the 
same rate as in 1997. 

He said the economic crisis in Asia actually helps Bridgestone/Firestone 
because it can import tires from Japan at a lower price. Plans to increase exports 
from Thailand to North America are already under way. 

Kenji Shibata, president of Bridgestoue/Firestone, said the company is already 
off to a good start for 1997. 

"We have started with a good season," Shibata said. "Things have been very 
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good, especially with light trucks and with the (automakers)." 

Bridgestone/Firestone is looking to become a much larger supplier to the North 
American automakers, adding 14 new models, including the Toyota RAV4 and 
the Ford Crown Victoria, to the roster of cars that it outfits with its tires. 

Goodyear is the largest supplier in North America with about 37 percent of the 
automakers’ business. Bridgestone/Firestone is currently third with about 20 
percent. 

Those designations are becoming increasingly important since recent surveys 
show that about a third of all car owners replace their tires with tires made by the 
same manufacturer that supplied them originally. 

"Increasing in that business allows us to make tires in big lots, rather than the 
smaller lots needed for replacement tires," Ono said. "We would enjoy that." 

Bridgestone/Firestone is already enjoying its recent successes in racing and the 
interest that it generates with employees and its dealers. 

”At the recent dealer conference, our competitor invited us to go after them,' " 
said Trevor Hoskins, Bridgestone/Firestone's senior vice president of public 
affairs. "Our racing success should have demonstrated by now that we would 
much prefer to lead." 

And now the upcoming entry of Dayton Tires into the IndyLights race circuit 
gives each of the Bridgestone/Firestone brands a place in the sport. 

"With Dayton coming in, everybody is excited now," Ono said. 

That excitement has led to higher sales, he said. 

In light of Goodyear's ambitious plans to grow from $13 billion in sales to $20 
billion within the next five years to dethrone Bridgestone Corp. as the world's 
largest tire maker, company officials believe it will be a challenge to continue 
those higher sales. 

"It is so difficult to forecast the future - we will leave that to Goodyear," said 
Ono, laughing. "As for us, we believe we will continue to grow. How much? 
Who can say?" 


Visit Akron Beacon Journal Online on the World Wide Web at 
http://www.ohio.com/bj 
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The financial, competitive and technological condition of BFS in the 1990’s really begins 
with an extensive study that BFS initiated in 1 990 of the competitive environment within 
the tire industry. This “benchmarking” effort generally revealed that BFS was not 
competitive in many rejects with other major tire manufacturers. 

First, BFS had lost approximately $916 million through 1993. Net income in 1994 was 
$29 million. Despite an equity infusion by the parent company, Bridgestone Corporation, 
of $1.5 billion, BFS remained $2.3 billion in debt by 1993. (No capital transfers or 
extraordinary payments were made to the parent company, other than for the purchase of 
goods and services). Average selling prices for BFS’ products were continuing to trend 
downward. Productivity improvements required increasing amounts of capital 
investment. Net sales from 1990-91 actually decreased, with only minor improvement in 
1992. Cash flows were negative from 1990 through 1994. 

One of the first programs designed to help BFS achieve greater competitiveness was to 
adjust down the size of BFS. This occurred through selective reductions in salaried 
enrollment achieved primarily in 1 991 and 1 992. Further reductions in the size of BFS 
occurred with the relocation from BFS’ extensive headquarters complex in Akron, Ohio 
to a smaller, more efficient headquarters operation in Nashville in 1992. At the same 
time, BFS began focusing its diverse operations into 21 “SBU’s" (strategic business 
units), each dedicated to particular markets and operations. 

Beginning in 1990, BFS began to improve plant productivity by focusing on its 
manufacturing process and increasing plant output. “Throughput” and de-bottlenecking 
techniques were implemented. “Kai 2 en” (continuous improvement) techniques were also 
implemented at each plant. Technology transfers and exchanges with Bridgestone 
Corporation were key focus areas in the period from 1990-92. 

In 1 992 BFS began to address the competitiveness and productivity of its manufacturing 
operations under the collective bargaining agreement with the United Rubber Workers at 
six “Master Contract” plants. BFS began a comprehensive study of worker productivity. 
By this time, it had become evident that the productivity levels of the BFS plants were 
dramatically below major competitors. Much of this was attributed to the inflexibility of 
the 1991 collective bargaining agreement to allow BFS to economically operate the 
plants on a seven day, “continuous operations” basis. The result was that valuable, 
capital-intensive plant capacity was going unused at BFS plants. Continuous operations 
existed in one form or another at a number of competitive facilities, particularly those 
that were determined to be operating more productively than the BFS Master Plants. 
While productivity levels at BFS master plants were low in comparison to the industry, 
wages and benefits were among the highest. This productivity gap presented what BFS 
perceived as a “compelling need to change.” 

Negotiations between BFS and the URW commenced in 1 994. Despite good faith 
negotiations, an impasse in negotiations was reached and, in July 1994, a strike was 
declared by the URW at all six facilities. In the absence of an agreement, BFS 
implemented terms and conditions and continued production at all facilities with 
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temporary replacement workers. With the need to begin continuous operations at these 
plants becoming critical, BFS hired permanent replacement workers in 1995 and began 
seven-day operations. In 1996, BFS reached agreement on a new collective bargaining 
agreement with the union (now the United Steelworkers of America “USWA”), 
preserving the continuous operations schedule and other needed productivity 
enhancements in the new agreement. 

Another broad initiative was the P2000 program, developed for the period 1995-1999 
with the general goal of substantially improving BFS’ competitive position and reducing 
BFS’ debt burden by the end of the decade. This program had several parts. One part 
focused on steadily building market share. Another aspect of the program centered on 
achieving better utilization of BFS’ working capital Yet another part of this later 
program, known as “C95,” focused on improving manufacturing productivity. 

The C95 program entailed a broad spectrum of enhancements that continued BFS’ focus 
on improving company productivity. It included efforts to standardize component 
combinations and tire building systems within the plants, de-bottleneck the flow of 
operations and materials, improve material usage and processing technology, improve 
production reliability, reduce non-operating time (“NOT”), increase economies of scale, 
improve workforce competency, reduce waste and scrap levels and many other 
productivity improvements in the plants. Sometimes these efforts may have increased 
cost, but improved productivity. Undoubtedly, the largest group of C95 changes involved 
the reduction of non-operating time and the successful implementation of seven day, 
continuous operations in 1995 (and the other productivity changes that would ultimately 
become part of the 1996 collective bargaining agreement). The BFS goal was to produce 
a tire that was “equal to or better than” the original product. This program also 
overlapped with a company mandate to certify all of its tire plants to ISO 9000 quality 
standards by 1998. 

Another major productivity focus during this period was the B2000 program. This 
program sought to make BFS more productive through the enhancement of business 
information systems. Initiated in early 1996 and conducted until 1998, B2000 sought to 
improve productivity in order entry and tracking, supply chain planning, forecasting, 
manufacturing, warehousing and distribution, customer interfaces and other 
administrative services. 

Supplier relationships during this period remained very stable, with the top 1 0 suppliers 
doing business with BFS for over 20 years. Efforts were made with many of these 
suppliers to improve pricing, enhance discounts or extend payment terms. 

In terms of Original Equipment (“OE”) sales during this period, BFS’ share remained 
relatively stable at approximately 18% during most of the mid-1990’s. Its share at Ford 
Motor Company ranged from 31-38% during the same period, with most of the variation 
occurring during the URW strike period 1994-95. Specific information by year follows. 
Each column is reported as “All BFS Brands” (but sales to Ford were exclusively 
Firestone brand): 



629 


Total OE Share (%\ Ford Share f%t Rep. Mkt. Share% 


1993 

17.4 

38.8 

11.9 

1994 

18.2 

31.1 

12.5 

1995 

18.0 

28.3 

13.8 

1996 

18.5 

32.1 

15.0 

1997 

21.6 

33.5 

16.0 


In the introductory paragraph of your letter, you also inquired regarding the “durability” 
of Firestone tires produced before and after the period from 1 993 to 1 997. In this regard, I 
am attaching a chart detailing returns of Firestone passenger tires for separations from 
1993-2000 (which would include tires in the “P-metric” Wilderness lines). As you will 
see from the chart, the general level of returns remains stable or trends downward during 
this period. 


Obviously, our access to Goodyear information is generally limited to that which is 
publicly available. In terms of Goodyear’s restructuring and other efforts in the early 
1990’s, it is our belief that many of the same type of changes that were taking place at 
BFS were also occurring within that company as well We are aware that Goodyear 
began restructuring and aggressively pursued the downsizing of its operations. It had 
dramatically improved its cash flow and earnings. Later in this period it began realigning 
operations such as Kelly Springfield into an operating division of Goodyear. It also began 
a process of rationalizing its North American distribution systems and expanding its 
computerized customer interfaces. In terms of continuous operations, at the time of the 
1994 BFS negotiations, Goodyear had already secured the right to operate on this basis at 
five of its North American plants. (Lawton, OK; Gadsden, AL; Medicine Hat, Alberta; 
Valleyfield, Quebec; Napa nee, Ontario). 

3. “Cost-cutting Initiatives and Programs” 

Please see response to Question 1 for a discussion of productivity improvement efforts 
conducted by BFS during the 1990’s. 

4. “Annual Company Cost Reduction Goals” 

Enhancements to productivity are a continuing goal at BFS, as at most companies. The 
only record of a true company-wide cost reduction goal we have identified during this 
period is for 1994, in which a 5% reduction goal was set. In terms of the manufacturing 
operations, for each year during the stated period a total factory cost per thousand pounds 
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processed “$/Mlb” budgetary goal was set. This figure embraces both material and 
conversion/processing costs. (Individual plants also set various plant-specific targets to 
help achieve the overall goals). The following table reflects the overall goals for each 
year and the actual performance in relation to goal (obviously in this case, actual costs in 
excess of goal are undesirable): 



1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Goal 

1142 

1157 

1248 

1193 

1145 

Actual 

1195 

1217 

1293 

1202 

1141 


♦This data is highly proprietary information and constitutes trade secrets of BFS. 


5. "Product Changes” 

Detailed specifications reflecting the materials and construction for the P235/75R15 
Radial ATX II and the Wilderness AT from year to year will be made available to you 
and your staff for review. This is proprietary information and constitutes trade secrets of 
BFS. Additionally, it is likely to be difficult for your investigators to interpret. May we 
request the opportunity to bring those specifications in for review by your staff at a 
convenient time when we can have a representative present who can discuss the 
specifications, (including any that may have had a cost-reduction aspect) with your staff. 
Ideally we will be able to satisfy your need to review these materials without making 
copies of them. 

In terms of the communication to Ford of information regarding changes in the product, 
there was certainly substantial and detailed discussion of the changes in specification 
during the approval process for each major generation of the Radial ATX and Wilderness 
AT tire. Additionally, during the implementation of QS 9000 quality standards, the two 
companies discussed and agreed upon specific protocols for the communication of 
information regarding product changes. Changes made by BFS as part of its continuous 
improvement programs would not be channeled through a Ford approval process unless 
the change affected “form, fit or function” or unless it changed Ford’s performance 
parameters or safety. 

6. “Quality Assurance” 

BFS has an extensive quality assurance program that was in place during this period. 

Like the tire industry generally, however, emphasis was placed on the use of adjustment 
information, field surveys, fleet studies and other testing and analysis to assess product 
performance. The adjustment database as a whole was reviewed annually. Specific tire 
adjustment data was reviewed on a more frequent basis as warranted. 
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Claims data was not traditionally used to assess product performance since this type of 
data was typically a much smaller dataset in comparison to the adjustment dataset, 
making conclusions very hard to draw. Although claims data was kept, it was primarily 
focused on promptly resolving customer property damage claims rather than as a tool for 
specific product analysis. As BFS committed in the hearings on this matter, it has now 
implemented, and wUl continue to improve, an early warning system incorporating the 
use of claims data as an additional component of its quality assurance systems. 


7. “levels of Tread Separation" 

During the specified period, BFS primarily relied on adjustment data to assess product 
performance and conditions such as tread separation and nothing in that data alerted BFS 
to a problem with the Explorer tires. The adjustment rates for Ihese tires were acceptable 
in light of the tire types, application and maturity of the tire populations. While 
adjustment rates can be expected to vary as a tire population matures and applications 
change, the overall adjustment rates for these tires were acceptable. 

As discussed in the preceding paragraph, claims data was not used for specific product 
assessment. Although there were several instances in which BFS investigated the 
performance of the tire in specific applications, such as Saudi Arabia, it was BFS’ 
conclusion that the applications and harsh environments in which these tires were placed 
explained any incidence of the separations. 

1 hope this information is helpful and addresses your questions. 


Sincerely, 



Daniei J. Adomitis 
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[Translation of the article titled "Muertos un comerciante y su ayudante en vuelco de 
camloneta" from the "La Mafiana" newspaper (Venezuela)] 

Businessman And Assistant Die When Truck Overturns 

Two young men were killed when the truck they were traveling in turned over in the 
traffic circle of Redcma de El Tacaro. The accident took place on Sunday morning. 

One of the victims was Josd Luis Dos Barros Velasco, aged 32, born in the city of 
Valencia, Carabobo state, who lived in an apartment of the San Josd building, Comercic 
de Caja de Agua street. He was the manager of the company Detroit Parts and a 
confectionery distribution company. 

The other man who died in the accident was Javier Eduardo Sierralta Galicia, aged 27, 
born in Punto Fijo, who resided at Providencia de Caja de Agua street He had been 
working as Dos Banos' assistant for four months and before that he had worked as a 
taxi driver in Linea Altamira. 

They had worked all Saturday around the beaches of the municipalities of Falcon and 
Los Taques. The car accident took place after leaving Villa Marina when they were 
heading home. 

It seems that the truck, a metallic green Ford Explorer, license plate LAB-51 C Merida, 
driven by Dos Barros, missed the turn, went straight to the traffic circle and suddenly 
overturned, killing both men instantly. 

After a few hours, the bodies were taken in a crane to the morgue of the Doctor Rafael 
Calles Sierra Hospital, due to the fact that the authorities did not have a truck for this 
kind of case. 

According to the autopsy, the first above-mentioned man fractured his skull, suffered 
hypovolemic shock, had an explosion of the liver and a broken right leg. 

The other man had multiple fractures in his skull with encephalic mass loss and facial 
fracture. 
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[Translation of the article titled in Spanish "Muere ingeniero y su acompanante en vuelco 
de camioneta en Gaseto", an article from the "Medano" newspaper from Venezuela.] 


Engineer, Passenger Die When Truck Overturns Near Caseto 

The victims of this horrible accident were identified as Jacinto Gonz&lez (58) and Josd 
Angei Arias Primera (34). Both died instantly as a result of an accident that occurred at 
approximately 1:00 a.m. on Monday morning. 

Luis G. Villalobos 
C.N.P.: 2857 

A retired PDVSA engineer and his passenger died instantly when their vehicle 
overturned on the Coro-Punto Fijo Highway, near Caseto. The accident was reported to 
have taken place on early Monday morning. 

MEDANO Daily reporters obtained unofficial reports about the accident from trustworthy 
sources. The vehicle, a green Ford Explorer, license plate IAT-881, was driven by Mr. 
Jacinto Gonzalez (58), an engineer from the city of Coro, who lived at 201 1 3th Street in 
the Judibana sector. The pathologist at Dr. Rafael Calies Sierra Hospital, which is part of 
The Venezuelan Social Security Health System (IVSS), reported that the victim had 
experienced general trauma, cranial fractures, and multiple lacerations. 

The second victim was identified as Mr. Jose Angel Arias Primera (34), a native and 
resident of El Cerro sector. He lived in house number 39 in the Santa Cruz de Los 
Teques municipality. The victim worked for a transportation business in Puerto La Cruz 
and was the only other passenger in the vehicle. He was said to have suffered general 
trauma, closed chest trauma, hemomediatinum, bilateral hemopneumothora, and rupture 
of the thoracic aorta. 

THE FACTS 

Families of the victims were involved in morgue proceedings at the Rafael Calies Sierra 
Hospital, which is part of the Venezuelan Social Security Health System (IVSS). They 
reported that Mr. Jacinto Gonzalez and his passenger had left Barcelona, in the state of 
Anzoategui, and were headed toward the state of Falcon. Before reaching the 
Paraguana Peninsula, they drove to Uria, located in the Sierra Falconiana, where Mr. 
Gonzalez owned a hacienda. He made some arrangements there and both decided to 
drive toward this area. Unfortunately, as they drove on the Coro-Punto Fijo Highway, the 
car suddenly overturned near Caseto, ejecting the driver and the passenger some 50 
meters. The vehicle remained on the Coro-Punto Fijo Highway near Caseto sector. 

About eight months ago, Mr. Gonzalez retired from his job at PDVSA as Assistant 
Manager of the Flexikoquer Plant. His passenger, Mr. Jose Angel Arias Primera, who 
worked at a transportation business in Puerto La Cruz, was headed toward the 
Paraguana Peninsula to visit family. Mr. Arias Primera is survived by four children. Mr. 
GonzSlez leaves behind six. The bodies of both men were rescued by the Commission 
for Civil Protection of the Falcon State Police. The case has been reported to said entity 
and to the National Transportation Investigation Authority. 
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arretera Coro-Punto Piio J- AT- &DJ 

Vtuere ingeniero y su acompanante 
#! vueico de camioneta en Caseto 


Las victimas de este lamentable suceso vial fueron 
dentificadas como Jacinto Gonzalez (58) y Jose An- 
\el Arias Primera (34), quienes perecieron en for- 
na instantdnea, en hecho que registro aproxima- 
lamente a la una de la medianoche de ayer lunes. 

La informacion fue obtenida por 
los periodistas del Diario MEDANO, 
a traces de una fuente altamente con- 
fiable y de manera extraoficial, don- 
de las victimas de este lamentable 
suceso vial respondian a los nombre 
de Jacinto Gonzalez (58), natural de 
la ciudad de Coro, ingeniero, residen- 
ciado en la caile # 13. casa marcada 
con el numero 201 del sector Judiba- 
na, quien era el conductor de la ca- 
mioneta Ford Explorer color verde, 
placas 1AT-881 , quien al ser trasla- 
dado hasta la morgue del Hospital Dr. 
Rafael Calles Sierra del Instituto Ve- 
nezolano de los Seguros Sociales 
(IVSS), el medico patoiogo certified 
traumatismo generalizado, fractura 
de craneo y escoriaciones multiples, 
respectivamente. 

La otra victima de este lamenta- 
ble suceso respondia al nombre de 
Jose Angel Arias Primera (34), natu- 
ral y residenciado en el sector “El 
Cerro”, casa numero 39 del munici- 
pio Santa Cru 2 de Los Taques, quien 
trabaja para una empresa de Trans - 
porte en Puerto La Cruz, quien venia 
como acompafiante en la uni dad auto- 
motora, a quien diagnosti caron trauma- 
tismo generalizado, traumatismo tora- 
cico cercado, hemomediasdno, hemo- 
neumotore bilateral y ruptura de aorta 
tdracica, respectivamente. 

Arrollado un ciudadano 

Luis G. Villalobos dando bajo observacidn de los facul- 

Un hombre resulto con lesione de tativos en el mencionado centra dis- 
consideracion, al ser arrollado por un pensador de salud. 
vehiculo, en hecho registrado en ho- Se pudo conocer de manera extra- 



La camioneta Ford Explorer, que volcd donde perecieron dos personas. 
(Digifoto: Luis G. Villalobos). 


mioneta, es decir en la carretera 
LOS HECHOS Coro-Punto Fijo, a la altura del sec- 

Segun manifestaron algunos fami- tor Caseto. 
liares de las victimas, quienes se en- Se pudo conocer que el Ing. Ja- 
contraban en las inmediaciones de la cinto Gonzilez, hace aproximada- 
morgue del Hospital Rafael Calles mente unos ocho meses habia sido 
Sierra del Instituto Venezolano de los jubilado de PDVSA, donde ocupd el 
Seguros Sociales (IVSS), el Ing. Ja- cargo de Subgerente de la planta 
cinto Gonzalez y su acompafiante Flexikoquer. En cuanto a su acom- 
habian salido desde Barcelona, esta- panante, Jose Angel Arias Primera, 
do Anzoitegui, rumbo al estado Fal- trabaja en Puerto La Cruz en una 
c6n, antes de llegar a la Peninsula de empresa de transportc, al parecer pro- 
Para guan<i, se desviaron hasta Uria piedad del primera de los nombrados, 
en la Sierra Falconiana, donde el pri- donde habfa decidido venir hasta la 
mero de los nombrados tenia una ha- Peninsula de Paraguand, a visitar a 
cienda, alii hizo unos meglos y de- sus familiares, este deja hudrfanos a 
cidieron trasladarse hasta esta zona, cuatro hijos. Mientras que e! Ing. Ja- 
pero lamentablemente en la carrete- cinto Gonzalez, tenia seis hijos. Los 
ra Coro-Punto Fijo, a la altura de Ca- caddveres de los dos hombres fueron 
seto, aparatosamente volcd la unidad rescatados por una comisidn de De- 
automotora, saliendo expelido, tanto fensa Civil. Comisiones de las Fuer- 
el conductor, como su acompafiante zas Policiales de! Estado Falc6n, y la 
babiendo caido aproximadamente a Inspectoria Nacional de Trdnsito, 
unos 50 metros, donde qued6 la ca- conocieron del caso. 




automotora que volcd a la altura dc 
Caseto. (Digifoto: Luis G. 
Villalobos). 

Luis G. Villalobos 
C.N.P.: 2857. 

Un ingeniero jubilado de PDVSA 
y su acompafiante murieron en for- 
ma instantanea, al volcar la camio- 
neta en la carretera Coro-Punto Fijo, 
a la altura del sector Caseto, en he- 
cho registrado en horas dc la madru- 
gada de ayer lunes en esta regidn. 




Ei Sigfo Newspaper, July 13, 2001 
State of Carabobo 

New Explorer Accident Leaves Three People Badly Injured 

Three people were injured in a mid-day traffic accident that took place between the 
Guacara and Mariara tolls in the State of Carabobo, The vehicle, a Ford Explorer truck, 
license plate GAO-21 C, apparently roiled over in the accident, reported Alfredo Valera, 
President of Asoexplorer. Mr. Valera traveled to the scene of the accident and 
commented that Goodyear tires were mounted on the vehicle. 

Accidents in these deadly vehicles continue, and Ford remains unwilling to publicly admit 
its trucks have a mechanical defect and insists on biaming the accidents on faulty tires. 
The Federal Government should address these actions, while the National Assembly 
should step up and deliver the results of its investigation of this matter, which continues 
to claim more lives. 

The victims injured in this new accident were identified as 20-year old Luis Ramirez, 20- 
year old Erika Ramirez, and 21 -year old Blanca Querales. All three were taken to La 
Vina de Valencia Medical Center. A fourth unidentified person was injured and treated 
for minor injuries at an outpatient clinic. 
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En et estado Carabotio 
Kuevo accidente 
concamioneta 
Explorer deja 
gravemente heridas 
a tres personas 

el siglo 

Tres personas gravemente heridsu 
es el saldo de un accidente de transito 
ocurridoen boras detmediodie,entr« 
el peaje de Guacara y Marian en d 
estado Csrabobo, luego delvolcamien- 
to de un* camionefaFordExpIoier, 
piacas GAO-21 C. 

Asi to iiiformo el presldeiite 8e; 
Asocxplorer, Alfredo Valera, quiense 
a person® a] sitio del accidente, recai- 
Cimdoqueloj cauChds dclrosticu eran] 
Good Year. 

-Continuan los accidente* coni M 
camionctas aseslnas } la Ford no quie- 
re enfrentar la realidad que cxisle utt 
defecto mecinkoy node caikhos come 
ban querfdo bacer ver a la opinion 
publics. El Gohierno National debt 
tomar medidas a este respecto y la 
Asamblea National debt , pronundar* 
se y entregarei informe sobrela In v es- 


caso qne cada dfa cobra misvktimas, 
Las personas ksionadas de este uae-? 
vo accidente fueron identiScadaseomo | 
Luis Ramirez de 20 alios, Erllta Ra|oiij 
ra.de (20) y. Bianca Querales (21)i 
aans, quienes fueron trasladados aij 
Centro Poliriinico La Vlria de Valen- 
cia y un cuarto lesionado. que aOnno 
ha sido identifirado fue trasladado s 
un ambnlatorio por presenter 1 clo- 
nes menores.ma.) 
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Automotriz Hi Congreso de EEUU interpela a Ford y Firestone 

Victimas de la Explorer refutan al Setra 


La asociacion presen to 146 expedientes con 96 m aeries ante la fiscalia 



YOLANDA OJEDA REYES 


EL UNIVERSAL 


El presidente de Asoexplorer, Alfredo 
Valera, denuncio que el Setra no maneja 
las cifras reales de los accidentes 
ocurridos en Venezuela con las 
camionetas Explorer. 

Dijo que el Servicio Autonomo de 
Transporte -Setra- ’ha manifestado que s61o han ocurrido cuatro accidentes 
con las camionetas Explorer, mientras que nuestra asociacion entregd ante la 
Fiscalia General de la Republica la semana pasada 146 expedientes y por esos 
accidentes han muerto 96 personas en todo el pais', agrego en un comunicado 
de prensa. 


Asoexplorer ha realizado varias 
protestas 

(Foto Paulo Perez Zambrano) 



revistas 

Estampas 

Verbigracia 

FUNDACION 
ANDRES MATA 

Premlo 
Andres Mata 
Centro 

de documentacidn 


Aseguro que defmitivamente 'los cauchos no son los responsables de los 
accidentes, sino desperfectos en el disefio de las camionetas'. 

Segun investigaciones que la Asoexplorer ha realizado, *la falla mecanica es 
porque a determinada velocidad, de 100 a 120 kildmetros por hora, la base de 
la punta de eje se parte'. 


La Ford debe reconocer su responsabilidad. Solicitamos, y es esa nuestra 
lucha, la indemnizacidn de los familiares de los muertos y lesionados’. 


Recordo que que hoy el Comite de Energia y Comercio del Congreso de 
Estados Unidos cito al presidente de Ford Motor, Jack Nasser, y al de 
Bridgestone Firestone, John Lampe, con el objeto de que testifiquen sobre el 
porque Ford abruptamente decidio reemplazar 1 3 millones de cauchos. 
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Refirio que el vocero del W.J. 'Billy' Tauzm, presidente del referido comite, 
se ha hecho preguntas sobre la seguridad de los modelos Explorer 1999 al 
2001, y ha levantado cuestionamientos a los analisis realizados por Ford, 
cuando compara la seguridad de los cauchos Firestone con los de otra marca. 

Dijo Alfredo Valera, presidente de Asoexplorer, 'que el Congreso de Estados 
Unidos ha tornado como ejemplo la situacion de los accidentes que se han 
registrado en Venezuela con las Explorer'. 

Ver tambien: 

Entretelpnes 



[eluniversai.com] [Primera plana] [Indice] 

[Nacional y politica] [Internacionalj [Economia] [Deportes] [Opinion] 
[TEC+NET] [Ciudad] [Tiempo Libre] 

[Calidad de vida] [5to cuerpo] [Zona] 

[Appyps . Dpcumentales] [Informe. Especial] [Uniyersp Empresa rial] 
[Cprrep del Pueblo] [Hordscopp] [Cpcina] [Spcial.es] [Mascotas] 

[C.lasificadps] [Archivp] 

[CinesJ [Necrplpgicps] [Carteles.y. Edictps] 
[Suscripcion.es] [Pub.I.icidad] [Cpntdcten.ps] [Dudas] 

[Unete] [Fund.acipn.An.dres.Mata] 


Copyright 2001 , Reservados todos los derechos. 
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Translation of Jane 19, 2001 article printed in E! Universal newspaper of Caracas, 
Venezuela 

Automotive/// U.S. Congress Questions Ford and Firestone 

Victims of Explorer-Related Accidents Refute SETRA Accounts 

The organization brought 146 cases, including 96 deaths, before the Public Prosecutor’s 
Office 

AsoExplorer has protested several times (Photo Paulo Perez Zambrano) 

Tuesday June 19, 2001 
YOLANDA OJEDA REYES 
EL UNIVERSAL 

Alfredo Valera, President of AsoExplorer, has accused Setra of failing to keep an 
accurate count of the numbers of Explorer-related accidents in Venezuela, 

He said that the Independent Transportation Service- SETRA- “claims that there have 
been only four Explorer-related accidents, However, last week, our organization brought 
before the Public Prosecutor’s Office 146 accident cases in which 96 people reportedly 
died in those vehicles.” 

He asserted that “the tires are not to blame for the accidents, which should be attributed 
to defects in the truck’s design.” 

According to investigations conducted by the organization, the base of one of the truck's 
axle ends splits at speeds of 100 - 120 km/hour, causing mechanical failure. 

Valera stated, “Ford must admit responsibility. We ask that the families of the victims 
and the injured receive compensation.” 

He commented that today the House Energy and Commerce Committee of the United 
States Congress summoned the Presidents of Ford Motor Company and 
Bridgestone/Firestone, Jacques Nasser and John Lampe, respectively, to explain why 
Ford abruptly decided to replace 13 million tires. 

The spokesperson for W.J. “Billy” Tauzin, the chairman of that committee, raised 
questions about the safety of the 1 999-2001 year Explorer models and about analyses 
conducted by Ford in which the safety of Firestone tires was compared to other brands. 

Mr. Valera said, “The U.S. Congress has taken the Explorer accidents in Venezuela as an 
example.” 
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BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE, INC. 

50 Century Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: 615-872-1486 
Fax: 615-872-1490 


MEMORANDUM 

June 19, 2001 


As part of its presentation to both the Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection and Oversight 
and Investigations Subcommittees of the House Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. would like to submit the enclosed evidence relating to accidents 
involving the Ford Explorer in Venezuela. This evidence supports our position that the Ford 
Explorer is not a stable vehicle, regardless of which tires are mounted on the vehicle. 

Here is a brief explanation of each category of evidence we are submitting: 

1. A VHS videocassette tape (approximately 8 minute running time). The cassette shows 
how Ford responded to certain Explorer Rollover Accidents: in approximately April 
2000, Ford of Venezuela sent letters to some Ford Explorer owners in Venezuela. The 
letters invited them to come to Ford dealerships for a suspension upgrade — at a cost to 
each owner of approximately $400-500 for the full upgrade. The tape shows before and 
after images of the underside of a Ford Explorer sent to a Ford dealership for the upgrade. 
The upgrade package included the addition of new front and rear shock absorbers, a 
heavy reinforcing steel bar and the substitution of Goodyear Wrangler tires. The audio 
portion is in Spanish; a translation is forthcoming. 

2. 43 Venezuelan Judicial Inspections. The judicial inspections are records of evidence 
notarized and validated by a judge. Under Venezuelan legal rules, physical evidence, 
such as damaged vehicles can be admitted in court only if a Venezuelan judge, 
accompanied by an expert such as a mechanic as well as a photographer, has personally 
viewed the damaged vehicle to confirm its condition. At the request of 
Bridgestone/Firestone Venezolana, Venezuelan judges visited the wreckage of 43 Ford 
Explorers that have been involved in rollover accidents since May 1 , 2000, in order to 
verify the condition of the vehicle and the brand and condition of the tires fitted on those 
vehicles. The inspections show that Ford Explorers are continuing to rollover in 
Venezuela (at an alarming rate), regardless of the changeover from Firestone to Goodyear 
tires. In order to facilitate review of this voluminous evidence, enclosed is a chart and a 
spreadsheet listing the key aspects of each judicial inspection. 
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3. A letter dated September 20, 2000, from Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. senior counsel John 
Harrington to Ford attorney Richard Goetz (then present at Ford of Venezuela) requestin 
rollover crash and claims statistics for the Ford Explorer as well as information on the 
suspension changes to the vehicle. Bridgestone/Firestone never received a response to 
this request. 

We urge you to review this material carefully. We believe that this material constitutes 
incontrovertible evidence of Ford Explorer’s instability, regardless of the tires fitted on it, 
and that Venezuelans are continuing to suffer the consequences for that instability. Thank 
you for your time. 
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September 20, 2000 

BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE, INC. 

LAW DEPARTMENT 

John Harrington 50 Century Boulevard 

Senior Counsel - Corporate & international Nashville. TN 37214 

Phone:615-872-1486 
Fax: 615-872-1490 

Via Federal Express and Facsimile (313) 332-4986 and (58) 41 407736 
Richard Goetz, Esq. 

Assistant General Counsel/Intemational 
Ford Motor Company 
Dearborn, Michigan 
48121-1899 

Dear Richard: 

I am glad that we were able to speak yesterday afternoon with regard to the 
information requests relating to Venezuela set out in Mr. Mazzorin’s letter of September 
14, 2000 to Mr. Kaizaki. As I briefly outlined to you during our telephone conversation, 
Bridgestone/Firestone Venezolana, C.A. (“BFVZ”) is ready, willing and able to make a 
full and rapid disclosure of all claims and adjustment data for tires it has produced and 
which were utilized on your Ford Explorer sport utility vehicle in Venezuela, in exchange 
for full claims and adjustment data regarding Explorers produced in Venezuela and at a 
minimum the following additional information from 1991 to date regarding such 
Explorers: 

• All documents relating to changes made to the Ford Explorer suspension (including 
but not limited to shock absorbers, anti-sway bars and reinforcing plates); and 

• Any Ford Explorer claim data showing any problems (accidents, rollovers, tread 
separations) with other manufacturers’ tires. 

I wish to emphasize the principle of reciprocity in this proposed exchange. As 
you know, Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. (“BFS”) has transmitted large amounts of 
adjustment data to Ford in the United States. Furthermore, BFVZ has transmitted 
additional information to Ford of Venezuela. To the best of my knowledge, neither Ford 
Motor Company nor Ford of Venezuela have ever made reciprocal disclosures of data or 
documents to BFS or to BFVZ. Given this fact, and the evidence we see that the Ford 
Explorer vehicle is at least partly responsible for many of the rollover accidents which 
continue to occur in Venezuela (including accidents involving tires produced by other 
manufacturers), I believe that we are entitled to a full, reciprocal disclosure of Ford 
Explorer adjustment and claims data as well as the other information listed above. 
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With regard to plant visits, I believe that such visits should be conducted by a 
neutral third party and that under the policy of reciprocity such party should make an 
inspection of equal duration at each of BFVZ’s and Ford of Venezuela’ s plants. 

I reiterate that BFVZ is ready, willing and able to make a full and rapid disclosure 
of all claims and adjustment data for tires it has produced and which were utilized on the 
Ford Explorer, in exchange for full claim and adjustment data on Explorers produced in 
Venezuela as well as the additional information listed above. In the interest of consumer 
safety, I believe that such exchange should occur as soon as possible. 

If Ford is willing to discuss this offer, please contact me as soon as possible at the 
above number. Thank you. 


Sincerely yours, 

John Harrington 
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To: 

Richard Goetz, esq. Pax: 

(58)41 407736 



John Harrington Date: 

9/20/00 


Re: 

Adjustment Data Pages: 
Exchange 

3 (including covershcet) 

CC: 

XUrgent 

□ For Review □ Please 

Comment 

* « • • 

□ Please 

Reply 

* 

□ Please 

Recycle 
« * 


This facsimile is intended only for the use of the addressce{s) named on this cover sheet It 
may contain legally privileged and confidential information. If you arc not the intended 
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facsimile transmittal 


To: 

Richard Goetz, esq. Fax: 

(58)41 407736 


From: 

John Harrington Date: 

9/20/00 


Re: 

Adjustment Data Pages: 3 (including coversheet) 
Exchange 

CC: 

XUrgent 

□ For Review □ Please 

Comment 

» • • 

□ Please 

Reply 
• • 

□ Please 

Recycle 

• • 


This facsimile is intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named on this cover sheet. It 
may contain legally privileged and confidential information. If you are not the intended 
recipient, or acting on his or her behalf, you are hereby notified that any copying or 
distribution of this facsimile is strictly prohibited and may result in irreparable harm. If you 
have received this in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone and return the 
original to us at the above address. Thank you. 


Comment: 
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FORD EXPLORER 


At 4:30 p.m. on Friday, October 27, an engineer was driving a 2000 FORD EXPLORER 4x4, fitted with 
Goodyear tires, chassis serial number 1FM2U72E2YUB, owned by the Ministry of the Environment, along the 
Caracas - La Guaira Highway when, inexplicably, after a slight maneuver, the truck started to lurch and zigzag and 
ended up rolling over; miraculously, the engineer was not killed. 


(Photograph of tire) 


To Mr. Cassingena: (President of Ford) 

Do not go on lying and saying it is the tires. (PHOTOGRAPH OF SUV) 

Your Explorer leads to death. 

Acknowledge your mistakes. 

- Please avoid any further tragedies. 

It is not the tires. 


(Anyone who wants to see for himself should go to the MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT’S parking lot on 
Avenida San Martin, - diagonally across from the Maternity Hospital.) 


FORD EXPLORER VICTIMS 
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION ACCURACY 

STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS: 

COUNTY OF DADE ) 

I, MAURY MARGARET SCHARRER, duly certified by the University of 
Miami, Coral Gables, Florida, for proficiency in the Spanish language, hereby 
certify that the attached translation, from Spanish to English of an undated article 
from an unnamed publication headed "Ford Explorer", concerning an unnamed 
engineer who was involved in an automobile accident involving a Ford Explorer on 
October 27, of an unnamed year, is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, 
and belief. 


MAURY MARGARET SCHARRER 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 5th day of 
February, 2001, by Maury Margaret Scharrer who is personally known to me and 
who did not take an oath. 



NOTARY PUBLIC 


Vaaessa Havel 

Commission CC785281 
*<53??/ Expires October 22. 2002 


[SEAL] 
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Ford Explorer 


Ei Vternes 27 ce Octubre a las 4:30 pm. un ingeniero conducia 
una camioneta FORD EXPLORER ano 2.000, 4 x 4 serial de 
carroceria 1 R42U72E2YUB, propieaad del ministerio del 
Ambiente, per ia auiopista Caracas - La Guaira, equipaaa con 

cauchos Goodyear, 
inexplicabiemente ante una 
peauena maniobra 
comenzo la camioneta a 
cabecear y zigzaguear, 
terminando voicada, 
saivando dicho ingeniero 
miiagrosamente la vida. 

SefSop Cassingena': ( Presidents de Ford ) 

- No siga mintiendo que 
son los cauchos. 

• Su Explorer conduce a 
lamuerte. 

- Reconozca sus errores. 

- Evite por favor mas 
desgradas. 

-Yanoson los cauchos. 

( A quien quiera comprobarlo acuda ai estacionamiento del 
MINISTERIO DEL AMBIENTE en la Av San Martin-diagonal con 
la Maternidaa}. 


Wctimas de la Ford Explorer. 
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EL CARABOBjENO 

THE NEWSPAPER OF CENTRAL VENEZUELA 


PART D Valencia, Venezuela, Saturday, January 22, 2000 


On the Central Regional Highway 

DIPLOMAT KILLED IN ACCIDENT 

Young Seek Hwang, the political charge d’affaires at the Embassy of the Republic of Korea, a fatality victim. 

By Maria Alejandra Riego 

Valencia, January 21 (RED ACTA ).- Young Seek Hwang, the Republic of Korea’s political charge d’affaires in 
Venezuela, died in a traffic accident that took place near the La Cabrera Tunnel on the Central Regional Highway. 

The accident occurred at about 9 at night last Friday, about 500 meters from the National Guard Highway Post in the 
Valencia bound lane. 

Seek Hwang was driving a blue Ford Explorer model truck, tag number AAG-930, and it is presumed that he lost 
control of the vehicle, which crashed into the fenders on the bridge at the exit to the La Cabrera Tunnel. 

The diplomat was apparently alleged to have been visiting the Guataparo Country Club, since several golf clubs 
were found in the vehicle, and at the time of the accident, he was carrying two passengers, who suffered generalized 
trauma and amputated limbs. One of them was taken to Maracay while the other one was admitted to the Enrique 
Tejera City Hospital. 

A Carabobo Civil Defense rescue unit, representatives of the National Guard, firemen from the municipality of 
Guacara and Invial Highway patrolmen appeared at the scene of the accident. 



661 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION ACCURACY 

STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS: 

COUNTY OF DADE ) 

I, MAURY MARGARET SCHARRER, duly certified by the University of 
Miami, Coral Gables, Florida, for proficiency in the Spanish language, hereby 
certify that the attached translation, from Spanish to English of the January 22, 
2000 article from EL CARABOBENO newspaper of Venezuela, entitled "On. the 
Central Regional Highway [J Diplomat Killed in Accident ", concerning Young Seek 
Hwang, is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, and belief. 


Q_KKs^ 

MAURY MARGARET SCHARRER 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 5th day of 
February, 2001, by Maury Margaret Scharrer who is personally known to me and 
who did not take an oath. 


a— 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


Vanes#a Havel 

■j.fc gf +My Commission CC7S5281 
*4®/ Expires October 22. 2002 


[SEAL] 
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En la Att'copista Reglonal del Cenfro ... 

Perecio Diploniatico en Accidente 

Young Seek Hwang, encargado de asuntos politicos de la embajada 
da la Republics do Corea, la victlma fatal 


Por Marfa Alejawira Riego 
Valencia, enero 21 (RE- 
DACTA)-- En un accidente de 
' transito ocurrido^erca del td- - 
nd'de&r Cabrera, en la An- 
topiata- Regional del Centro, 
pered6 el encargado de asun- 
toe politicos de 'la Republics 
de Corea en Ve n ezu e la, Young 
Seek Hwang. , 

Ell accidente j»e produjo 8 
eao de laa9 de la ncche de e»- 
te vierea, a unos 600 metroe 
del Puesto Vial de la Guardia 
National en seotido a Valen- __ 
da. 

Seek Hwang conduda uni 
caroioneta Ford-modelo Ex- 
plorerTSe color' anCpiacaB 
AAG-930 y ae prea^ma % que , 
perdid el control del v^hfculo 
que impactAvCon la defenea 
del puente que 'da salidaai t d- ■ 
nei.de La Cabj£X%.i.*;V^. r..v, 
El. ddplonUU^o <1 parecer.. 1 
eetarfa de viaita en el Guata* 
pare Country Club, pueaen el 
v ehfculo fuerob eneontradoe 
varioe peloa de golt y para el . 
momenta de! accidente, ib* a 


acorn pallid o de otras doe.per* 
eoiuus.i'quien^s .preaentaron- 
traumatiamoe generalizadoe, • ■ 

. amputation . de ^miftOJ^roa^ 
Uno <je etfoi fUe trStitiUdo a 
Maracay.truentras quee^otro. 
fue" reduido en la. Ciudad'. 
Hoepitaiam Enrique T^enti /■ 
;,A1 aitio del tctidena 
presentation, una.unidad de 
rescale de Defenaa Civil Ca- 
rabobo, ccmiaiones de.la GN,' ' 
bomberoe del munitipio Gca- 
cara y patruDeroa 'de Carre- 
tera de Imrij4> ; . • i -> F ‘ 

: ABAITDO SUJETO ' 
V-- J r EN EXTRA£AS,_; 

circunstancias 
^ YilenciiC? ■ \CRRv, 

. DACIA).* . Err- exbprftae. tir- 
eunatandas^un. hombrp Jue- 
muertp.de on tiro en ls-cabe^ 

; ’. !• sa,,.ep e»M^»o ocurrida in la . 

Guaya- 

’’ bal'en N8gUibda^!»;i'-iv* - . : r' ’ 
V Fue Identtficado co^p Joed 
Gregorio. CarbaUp- Puerta^ de 
unoe S4 . afioe de edad, .rad-. 

■ dendado en d barrio GonzA- 


lez Plaza,, quien presents un^ 
.balazo enlafrente, Bin cyiCtio;’ 
de aa lida, y quien'fue locaJi 2 a-‘. 
do muerto, frente a las Reti- ' 
dentias El Dorado, torre B. • 

■ ; A1 parecer al Biyeto le dia- 
pararo n en el lugarjlpero yeti* 

noe aMgiararoniq^eii^U^tie-. 

,jon ningun tiro, adloafinnav 
. roil : .t[ue eacontramn.sl bom- 
bre tendi'do en el auelo, y avi-; 
aaron al comandode la Guar-. 
dia National de Madongo, cu- 
yoe fundooarioB- radiaron la 
novedad a la Politia de Cara-' 
boboyalaPTJ- 
w) La' ex concubina de Carba- 1 
Do .Puerta. identificada' como 1 
Elaa'Pintlie 22 alios, retiden- 
■ mismo barrio, re- 

conbd6 a la victima fatal. 
.[(MAR)..: 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

No. 3307 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETITIONER(S): FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY 


REASON: JUDICIAL .INSPECTION 


COURT: FOURTH MUNICIPAL COURT.IN.AND.FOR VALENCIA. 


DATE OF ENTRY: 

Day: 12 

Month: JUNE 

Year: 

DATE RETURNED: 

Day: 

Month: 

Year: 


No. 3307 


C.22 
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(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 


(Hand written } One (1) 


CA 98 - No. 03065471 


Citizen: 

FOURTH JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, LOS 
GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DrEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO 
In his office. 


I, FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, 
State of Carabobo, holder of national identity card No. 7,121,658, a practicing attorney, registered with 
the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 54,892, appearing herein in my capacity as legal counsel, as 
evidenced by the power of attorney attached to this petition OF BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A., a corporation formerly known as CA. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, which 
was registered with the Companies Register that was maintained by the Second Court of the First Instance 
for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo, on the twenty-third 
(23 rd ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, the amendments thereto being assembled in one body of 
documentation as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting recorded in 
the First Companies Register in and for the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on January 29, 1997, 
under No. 2, Volume 8-A, hereby respectfully appear before you and state: In accordance with Articles 
192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and Article 1,429 of the Civil Code, I swear that this 
case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set aside the necessary time, thus obviating 
the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred and called into session at the location of 
which I shall advise it in due course, in order to have the following items placed on the record by means 

of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence at the location at which the Court is called into session, of a vehicle described 
as follows: make: Ford, model: Explorer, and the type, color and plates evidenced by the inspected 

vehicle. — — 

TWO: As to whether the vehicle identified above has four (4) tires fitted one on each of its rims. 
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(Back of Page One) : 

THREE: As to the make, t>pe and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected 

vehicle. 

FOUR: As to the general condition of the tires mounted on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their 

tread, 

FIVE: That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle. 

SIX: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. 

SEVEN: That a statement be placed on the record as to the general condition of the vehicle’s bodywork.- 

As to any other fact or circumstances that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. 

Pursuant to Articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of 
Article 502 ejusdem , I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items specified above 
and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes 
place and that, to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, I 
would ask this Court to state for the record that said photographs were taken in its presence and that they 
are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection and I therefore 

expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. • 

Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been complied with, the original be returned to me 
together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s grace, in Valencia, on the date of submission for 

filing hereof. 

(Signed - illegible) 
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(Hand written) Two (2) 


(Stamp) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Seal) 

(Initials - illegible) 

Office of the Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 


(Back of Page Two): 


(Four stamps in right margin) 

REPUBLIC OF 

(Illegible) 
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(Fiscal Stamp) 

20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 

(Stamp) 

Notary: of Valencia 
Receipt No. 243241 

Fees: 

Authorized by: 

(stamped): PAID 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Hand written) Three (3) 


(Four partial stamps down left margin) 

......of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

....Valencia 

(Signed) (illegible) 

FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, ATTORNEY 
VENEZUELAN BAR ASSOCIATION NO. 54.892 


(T wo Stamps) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

(Initials - Illegible) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 


I, ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, a resident of this City, in full possession of 
my civil rights and holder of identity card No. 6,297,265, appearing in my capacity as President of 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a commercial company domiciled in the City of 
Valencia, State of Carabobo, and originally registered with the Companies Register that was maintained 
by the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in and for the Seventh 
Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on the twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, 
hereby state: That the company I represent is granting a power of attorney that is as broad and sufficient 
as the law requires and is necessary, to practicing attorneys: HUMBERTO J. BRICENO, HENRY 
TORREALBA LEDESMA, JOSE HENRIQUE D’APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS PIMENTEL 
HENRIQUEZ and FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, all citizens of Venezuela, of age, legally 
competent and holders of identity cards Nos. 3,967,563; 3,661,025; 7,308,173; 6,845,624; 6,822,699; 
10,335,670; 9,879,275; 7,139,825 and 7,121,658 respectively, who are registered with the Venezuelan 
Bar Association ("INPREABOGADO") under Numbers 13,946; 11,568; 19,692; 26,304; 32,501; 54,502; 
48,338; 55,660 and 54,892, also respectively; the first eight of said attorneys being domiciled in the City 
of Caracas, Federal District, and the last one being domiciled in the City of Valencia, State of Carabobo, 
to act jointly or individually and to represent and uphold the rights, actions and interests of 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. in any type of judicial or extra-judicial matter to 
which it is a party, before any person, whether public or private, and before any national, state, district or 
municipal, judicial or administrative body or bodies in any capacity, order or jurisdiction, including, but 


(Hand written): No. 28 — T.l 1 
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(Back of Page Three): 

(Hand written) 60: 

(Three stamps with illegible initials} 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Four partial stamps on right) 
REPUBLIC OF... 

(Illegible) 

not limited to, the courts of the First and/or Second Instance, District or Municipal Courts, the Supreme 
Court of Justice, the First Court for Contentious-Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious-Tax Matters, Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Criminal Courts, Labor Courts and finally, before any agency, court, office, 
authority and/or officers of any public or private character. The grantees named above, when exercising 
this power of attorney, are authorized \o file and/or answer any kind of complaint, claim, proceeding, 
motion and/or counterclaim, to allege, object to and/or answer prior defenses and questions, to call for 
third party for remedies and/or guarantees, to agree to, dismiss, settle and waive actions or rights and 
refrain from exercising them if appropriate; to request the record on orders or actions; defer action, 
suspend, exercise, request and waive extensions of time and appeals, challenge, move for dismissal and 
reinstatement if necessary or appropriate; to appeal, to direct themselves to the court; to produce any type 
of evidence and object to the admission of same and participate in all of the procedures and motions to 
cany out same, request and arrange for any preventive or executory measure if necessary or appropriate, 
or oppose same and to participate in any other motion presented; commence third party proceedings; 
strike and/or disavow all types of documents, strike witnesses, assign property, request accountings, move 
for petitionary proceedings or for the recognition and enforcement of an easement ejectment action of any 
kind whatsoever, to be summoned or subpoenaed, to receive and deliver any amount of money that is 
legitimately due and owing and issue and demand the corresponding receipts and releases, to dispose of 
rights during litigation, to request and participate in auctions, by bidding and purchasing at auctions for 
such purposes; to issue any bonds and guarantees required by any Court or Tribunal; object to any kind 
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(Hand written) Four (4) 
(Initials - illegible) 

(Fiscal Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
20 BOLIVARS 

(Three stamps across top witk illegible signatures ) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Four partial stamps down left margin) 

...OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

...FOR VALENCIA 

of bonds or guarantees, to settle in arbitration, with arbitrators and/or at arbitration proceedings at law, to 
request rulings in equity, to appoint partners, pursue lawsuits that have been commenced in all of their 
proceedings, motions and procedures and exercise any remedy there may be, whether ordinary or 
extraordinary, such as cassation or annulment, initiate and refrain from Amparo 1 proceedings, to 
propound and answer interrogatories under oath, to file claims and small claims and refrain from filing 
them, and in general, to do anything necessary or appropriate for the best defense of the rights and 
interests of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A. I hereby certify that the powers 
granted and listed hereunder are merely for reference purposes and are not exhaustive and that the 
grantees appointed hereunder are authorized to assign this power of attorney to people or attorneys they 
deem to be trustworthy, with any or all of the powers mentioned above, with or without restrictions on the 
exercise thereof. This power of attorney neither revokes nor invalidates any other power of attorney 
previously granted by BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A. In order to certify as to the 
legal existence of the company I represent for the record, the capacity in which I am acting, my powers 
and the other issues concerning powers of attorney, and pursuant to the provisions of Article 155 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure, I am hereby listing and producing the following documents to the Notary before 
whom this power of attorney is being signed and I am asking her to list them in the respective note: 
ONE: Certified copy issued by the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters 
in the Seventh Judicial District dated the twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, of the entry in 
Companies Register No. 1, containing the original statutory incorporation papers of C.A. FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, (now known as BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.). TWO: 
Certified copy issued by the First Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of . . .. 


appeal for relief under the Constitution. 
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(Back of Page Four): 

(Hand written) Folio (61) 

(Three stamps across top with illegible signatures): 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Four partial stamps down right margin) 

...(Illegible) 

(Seal) 

...Third Public 

Carabobo, on the twenty-fifth (25 th ) day of November, 1992, of the entry in Commercial Register No. 34, 
Volume 16-A, containing the Minutes of the Extraordinary Shareholders’ Meeting held in lieu of an 
Ordinary Meeting on the nineteenth (19 th ) day of November, 1992, at which it was agreed, among other 
things, to change the name of the company to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. 
THREE: Certified copy issued by the First Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo dated the twenty-seventh (27 th ) day of January, 1 995, of the entry in Companies Register No. 
46, Volume 6-A, containing the Minutes of the Extraordinaiy General Shareholders’ Meeting held on the 
twelfth (12 th ) day of December, 1994, which sets forth my appointment as President of the company. I 
am also asking the Notary Public to come to and appear at the company offices for the granting of this 
power of attorney. Valencia, on the date of the authentication hereof. 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Three cancelled stamps at bottom of page) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Fiscal Receipt Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of Finance 

Name of Applicant 

Identification Number: 

For Legal Basis 

1000 H-91 1310203 
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( Four Partial Stamps down left margin - illegible) (Hand written) Five (5) 

(Hand written) sixty-rwo 

(Four stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

( Initials and signature superimposed - illegible) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA. Valencia, on 
the thirtieth (30 th ) day of January, nineteen hundred and ninety-six. 185 th year of Independence and 136* 
year of the Federation. The foregoing document, which was prepared hy attorney FRANCISCO 
VELASQUEZ ARCAY, who is registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under number 54892, 
was submitted for authentication and return, as per Form No. 243271, dated: January 30, 1996. The 
grantor thereof was present and stated that his name was: ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, acting in his 
capacity as President of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., being of age, domiciled 
in Valencia , a citizen of Venezuela , marital status: married and holder of identity card No. 6,297,265. He 
read the document in the presence of the notary and stated: “The content thereof is true and correct and 
the signature appearing at the bottom of the instrument is mine.” The Notary therefore declared it to be 
authenticated in the presence of witnesses: MARIELA JIMENEZ AND ESTHER DE CESAR, holders of 
identity cards Nos. 10,737,912 and 395,502, and she inserted it in the book of authentications maintained 
by this Notary’s Office under No. 28, Volume 11. The Notary states for the record that she examined and 
retumed’.BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.’s entry in the Companies Register, which 
was originally inscribed in the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the 
Seventh Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on October 23, 1956, under No. 1. Also, the Notary 
went ti> BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.’s premises in this City at 10:15 a.m. for 
the execution of this document. 

THE NOTARY 

(Stamp - illegible) 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC GRANTOR 

IN AND FOR VALENCIA (Signed) (Illegible) 

THE WITNESSES.- 
(Two signatures ~ illegible) 

(Three canceled stamps across bottom of page) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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{Back of Page Five); 

(Hand written) (62) 

{ Three stamps across top of page) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
(Signature and initials superimposed - illegible) 

(Four Partial stamps down right margin) 
Republic of.,.. 
(Seal) 

Third Notary Public 

(Hand written) The undersigned Notary hereby certifies that the foregoing power of attorney was replaced 
by citizen Ramon J. Alvins Santi, and the exercise thereof is restricted to the following individuals: 
citizen Diego Buatillos Beiner, Henry Torrealba, Mario Calosso, Jose Henrique D’ Apollo and Gabriela 
Nunez Marquez, pursuant to a document signed in the presence of the S* Notary, now the 4 th , in and for 
the Municipality of Chacao in the District of Miranda, under No. 45, Volume 96, date: December 1 1, 
1996. 


THE NOTARY, 
(Stamp - illegible) 


(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUED A DEHOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Three cancelled stamps down middle of page) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 



(Four partial stamps down left margin) 
(Illegible) 

„,,in and for Valencia 


(hand written ) Six (6) 


(Three stamps across page) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Signature and initials superimposed on last two - illegible) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. THE UNDERSIGNED, ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, THIRD NOTARY 
PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO, CERTIFIES: That I have compared die photocopy consisting of three (03) .... sheets of usable 

i 

paper and that it is a true and correct copy of the Document inserted at this Notary’s Office during the year 1996 ..... 

under No. 28, Volume 11.... that said copy was made by citizen: SULEIDA NOGUERA,- of age, Holder of 

Identity Card No. V-5 ,622,001 a [legally] competent person who is authorized by me to do so and who, 

together with me, is signing this Certification and each one of its pages. That said copy is issued at the request of 
the interested party and by Decree of this same date, which are inserted below: Citizen: Third Notary Public in and 
for Valencia. In her office. I, AN OFFICER OF BAKER & McKENZIE .... of age, holder of identity card No. 

///////////, am requesting a Certified Photocopy of document No. 28 Volume 11 ..... from the Books of 

Authentications maintained by this Notary’s Office dated January 30, 1996 In Valencia, on the TWENTY- 

FIFTH (25*) .... day of the month of: MAY .- TWO THOUSAND. The Applicant (signed) Illegible. 

Republic of Venezuela. Office of the Third Notary Public in and for Valencia. Valencia, May 25, 2000, for this 
purpose, in compliance with the provisions of Article 120 of the Public Records Law. Citizen: SULEIDA 
NOGUERA .... of age. Holder of Identity Card No. V-5,622,0001 ....is appointed to perform the photocopying and 
sign each of the pages together with the Notary (signed) ROSE RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, THIRD NOTARY 
PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF 

CARABOBO... Valencia. On the TWENTY-FIFTH (25*) .... day of the month of MAY.- TWO 

THOUSAND. 189* year of Independence, and 140* year of tbe Federation. 

THE NOTARY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
(Stamp) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

THE APPOINTEE. - 

(Signed) ( Illegible ) Noguera 
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(Back of Page Six): 

(T wo stamps with illegible initials) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Four partial stamps down right margin) 
Republic of .... 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public 

THE UNDERSIGNED NOTARY certifies that 
she reviewed and returned Form 16, No. 1404772, 
paid at Corporate Banking on May 26, 2000 
issued by the MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
THE NOTARY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DEHOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTAR Y PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Four stamps down page , three cancelled) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

OFFICE OF THE THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


/ 
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(Four illegible stamps down left margin) 


(Hand written) Seven (7) 


(Back of Page Seven) 
(partial stamp on top right) 
REPUBLIC 

(Illegible) 
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(Partial stamp top left) (Hand written) Eight (8) 

...VENEZUELA 

LIBERTADOR 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

STATE OF CARABQBO 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, LOS 
GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO 

Valencia, June 12, 2000. 

190 th year of Independence and 141 st year of the Federation 


This petition has been received. It is ordered that distribution be waived because the urgency of the 
matter has been stated under oath. It is ordered that all of the time needed be set aside. It is ordered that 
it be admitted, and that the Court be transferred and called into session at the location indicated in this 
petition so that the requested JUDICIAL INSPECTION may be conducted. 


(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
FOURTH MUNICIPAL COURT (illegible) 
(Seal) 

(illegible) 

TEMPORARY JUDGE: 

(Signed - illegible) 

DR. RAFAEL E. CASTILLO H. 


(Illegible stamp) 


CHIEF CLERK : 
( Signature - illegible) 
ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS SANZ P. 

Admitted on this same date under No. 3307.- 

CHIEF CLERK: 
(Signed) (Illegible 
(Stamp) (Illegible) 


(Hand written) -54- 


(Back of Page Eight): 

(partial stamp on right) 

REPUBLIC .... 

(Illegible) (Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 


(Partial stamp top left - illegible) 



691 


(Hand written) Nine (9) 
CA-98 No. 03065794 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
(Coat of Arms 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

At 11 :30 a.m. during office hours today, the twelfth day of June, in the year two thousand, the 
Court was transferred to and called into session at Tecno Motriz del Norte auto repair shop 
located on Rojas Quipa Street, between Andres Eioy Blanco Avenue and Montes de Oca, behind 
City Park, in this city of Valencia, in order to conduct the Judicial Inspection requested by 
attorney, Francisco Jesus Velasquez Arbay, Venezuelan Bar Association Number 54,892, legal 
counsel for Bridgestone Firestone Venezolana, C.A., formerly known as C.A. Firestone 
Venezolana; who was present at the Inspection. Citizen, Anthony Weir Barry, holder of identity 
card No. E-81,701,939 was served with a subpoena concerning the Court’s mission, and he 
stated that he was the owner of the repair shop at which the Court was in session. For better 
advice on and illustration of this Judicial Inspection, the Court agreed to appoint as expert and 
photographer citizens, Anthony Weir Barry and Jelahet Houtman Rueda, holders of identity 
cards Nos. E-81,701,939 and V-13,236,378 respectively; being present, they accepted the 
assignment 
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(Back of Page Nine): 


(Partial stamp - illegible) 


were sworn in as provided by Law and stated under oath that they would faithfully fulfill their 
obligations. The Court stated for the record that the photographs were taken with a camera: 
Make: Polaroid automatic 636 Close Up, using a 10 exposure roll of Polaroid 779 plus instant 
color film. When the photographs have been taken, they will be added to this petition so as to 
form part of this Judicial Inspection. The Court then went on to conduct the requested Judicial 
Inspection and stated for the record as follows: Item ONE : The Court stated for the record that 
there was a vehicle, Make: Ford, Explorer, color: lead gray, type: 4x4 XLT, plates: GAT- 
36F” - at the location at which it was called into session.” Item TWO : The Court, upon the 

t 

advice of the expert, stated for the record that the above-described vehicle is fitted with four (4) 
tires, one on each rim”. Item THREE : The Court, upon the advice of the expert, stated for the 
record that the tire located on the rear right of the vehicle bears the following identification: 
Continental Contitrac M+S LT235/75R15; 22198; the rear left tire: Continental Contitrac M+S 
LT235/75R15; 22198; the front left tire: Continental Contitrac M+S, LT235/75R15; L5903-21 
707; 
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(Hand written) Ten (10) 
CA - 98 No. 03065795 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

And the front right tire: Continental Contitrac M+S LT35/75R15 and no further specification 
could be determined as it was not visible because the tire was flat”. Item FOUR : The Court, 
upon advice from the expert mechanic, stated for the record that the tires were in good condition 
and their tread was in good condition.”.- , ltem FIVE : The Court ordered photographs to be taken 
of each of the tires fitted.” Item SIX : The Court with the assistance of the expert photographer, 
[text missing] and photographs were taken of the bodywork”.- Item SEVEN : The Court, upon 
advice from the expert mechanic, stated for the record that the entire right side was dented; the 
roof had caved in, the rear right and the front right doors were dented, as was the rear hatch 
door.”. Item EIGHT : At this point, the petitioner identified above intervened and stated: “I 
would ask the Court to state the mileage of the vehicle for the record and that the subpoenaed 
party be asked why the vehicle was brought in. The Court agreed to the request and stated for 
the record 



(Back of Page Ten): 


694 


(Partial stamp) 
REPUBLIC OF 
(illegible) 

that the mileage on the vehicle was 102,568 kilometers; Also, the subpoenaed party stated that 
the reason why the vehicle was brought into this shop was a traffic accident and rollover; 
according to the explanation given to him by the son of the owner of the vehicle. That is all. 
Completed, read and signed. All amendments “OK”. 

THE PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

DR. RAFAEL E. CASTILLO H. 

(Stamp) 

.... OF VENEZUELA 
(Illegible) 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 


Petitioner, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

The subpoenaed Party and Expert, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(June 12, 2000) 

The Photographer, 

(signed) (illegible) 

ACTING CLERK, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp - illegible) 


- 55 - 
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(Partial stamp) 

OF VENEZUELA 

(Seal/ 

(illegible) 


FIFTEEN (15) 

RETURNED TO THE PETITIONER, CONSISTING OF FIFTEEN (1 5) SHEETS OF PAPER, 
SO CERTIFIED, TODAY, THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF JUNE IN THE YEAR TWO 
THOUSAND. - 


CHIEF CLERK: 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS SANZ P. 
‘ (Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

( illegible) 


(Cancelled Stamp - illegible) 


(Back of Page Fifteen): 

(Cancelled Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(illegible) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 3307, dated June 12, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford Explorer 
with plates numbered GAT-36F, is accurate, true and complete, to the hest of 
my knowledge, ability and belief. 


Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 5th day of 
February, 2001. 


[Seal] 


Maury Margaret Scharrer 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


My commission expires:. 


*hM 


jSjSSpfe. M»u»y Maroare* Sonarrer 

V-l MY COMMISSION # CC5SCW7 EXPIRES 
■SsSSsjg? August 24. 200£ 4“ 

■ »SKD THRU TBCTf HUN WSUWttE, IK. 
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i 

Ciudadano 

X 

JUEZ CUARTO DE LOS MUN1CMOS VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, LOS 

s 

GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 

4 

JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO CARABOBO 

5 

Su Desnacho. 

3 


7 

Yo, FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolano, mayor de edad, 

8 

domiciliado en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 

9 

7.121,658, abogado en ejercicio, inscrito en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 

10 

54.892, procediendo en este acto en mi caracter de apoderado segun se evidencia 

11 

de instrumento poder que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE 

SB 

FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., compania anonima antes denominada C.A. 

18 

FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil que Ilevo 

14 

el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de ia 

15 

Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre 

ia 

de 1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus refonnas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de 

17 

Acta de Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscnta por ante el 

18 

Registro Mercantil Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en 

19 

fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente 

20 

ocurro y expongo: De conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de 

21 

Procedimiento Civil y 1,429 dei Codigo Civil, juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la 

22 

habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en consecuencia se 

23 

obvie el requisite de la distribution, con el fin de que el Tribunal se traslade y 

84 

constituya en la direccion que oportunamente le senalare, a fin de dejar constancia 

26 

por via de Inspeccion Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 

26 

PRIMERO: De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 

27 

Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, y el Tipo, Color y 

26 

Placas, que presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. 


SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identiftcado tiene cuatro (4) cauchos instalados 

SO 

sn cada uno de sus fines. 
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TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instaiados en 

cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

CUARTO: De las condiciones generales de los cauchos instaiados en cada uno de 

los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. 

QUINTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instaiados en cada uno 

de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado - - 

SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se 

encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEPTIMO: Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la 
carroceria del vehiculo. 


De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de senalar en su 

debida oportunidad. 

Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procediimento 
Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la 
reproduction fotografica de los hechos anteriormente especificados y de cualquier 
otro que expresamente me reservo senalar en la oportunidad de la practica de dicha 

— — 4 

inspection judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practico fotogiafo y un 
practico mecanico. Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que deje constancia que las 
referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su presencia, y que son reproducciones 

- ■ — — 4 

fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente inspeccion judicial, para 

io cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias scan agregadas a esta 

Inspeccion Judicial. 

« 

Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea devuelta en 

original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que espero en Valencia, en la fecha de su 

presentation. 




uf vniin 



700 



JS^' ROSEKDO s. terradas, venexoland^^g^feg 

doaicilio, civilaente hibil y titular de la cidula de identidad Ho. 

6.297.265, proeediendo en mi carActer da President* da BRIDGESTONE 

FIRESTONE VENE20LANA , C.A. , aociadad mercanbil doaiciliada an la 

ciudad de Valencia, Eatado Carabobo e inscrita originalmente por 

ante el Registro de Comarcio qua llevaba el Juzgado Segundo de 
i 

Primera Instancia an lo Civil y Hercantil de la Sfipfcima 
r’/^circuna cripci6n Judicial del Estado Carabobo en f echa veintitras 

' X\ 

^23 ^ da oetubre de 1956, baj© el No. 1, por el present© document© 

t^scEaroi Qua mi represented* confiere poder amplio, baatante y 

9 l l 

,;*su^i£iente cuanto en derecho se requiera y sea neceeario, a los 
'^^ogad;OB en ejerclcloi HUMBERTO J. BRICSSO, HENRY TORREALBA 
LEDESMA, JOSE HENRI QUE D ‘APOLLO, RAMON J, ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA 2AJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN , CARLOS LUIS 
PIMENTEL HENRIQUEZ y FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolanos, 
mayorea de edad, hfbiles en derecho, titulares de laa cedulas de 
identidad Nos. 3.967.563, 3.661.025, 7.308.173, 6.845.624, 

6.822.699, 10.335.670, 9.879.275, 7.139.825 y 7.121.658, 

reepectivamente e inscritos en el INPREABOGADO bajo los Nos. 
*i5j*<4 6, 11.568, 19.692, 26.304, 32.501, 54.502, 48.338, 55.660 y 

54^8%$, tambiSn respectivamente » domiciliados los ocho primeros de 

r 1- 

r- 

los pdmbrados en la ciudad de Caracas, Distrito Federal y el 

•' j] 

• ultii)i& de los nombrados en la ciudad de Valencia, Estado Carabobo, 
"para que actuando conjunta o separadamente , representen y 
aoetengan los derachos, acciones e intereses de BRIDGESTONE 

FIRESTONE VENSZOLANA, C.A. , en toda clase de asuntos judiciales o 


.Sintra judici ales en que sea parte, pox ante cualquier persona, 
privada, por ante cualquier entidad judicial o 


/ V . 

publica 


S> acministrativa de carScter nacional, estadal, distrital o municipal 
ie cualquier coapetencia, orden o jurisdiccidn, incluyendo pero 


%\ - SlP- A K . 
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vA • i 

ny 


wi* ■:% , /ij'i 

sin eitar l'i^jft^ido ^^alo, pen? ant* los Tribunal** da Primera y>/6^; r 
Segunda Instancia, de Distrito o da Municipio, Corte Supreme ^ 

Justicia, Corte Primera en lo Contencioso Administrative, 
Tribunales Superiores en lo ContencioBO Administrative, Tribunales 
Superiores en lo Contancioso Tributario, Tribunales en lo 
Contencioso Adainistrativo, Tribunales Penal**, Tribunales del 
Trabajo y en fin, por ante todos los organismos, tribunales, 

i 

despachoa, autoiidades y/o funcionarios de car&cter publico o< 7* 

y--*' ■' 

privado, En el ejercicio del presents polar los prenombradoV 
apoderados »«t£n facultados para intantar y/o contastar toda clait; J 
de demandas, reclamoa, procadimientos, incidancias ,y/o\ 
reconvenciones) alegar, oponer y/o contest&r defenses y cuestionei; : , 

previas* hacer cites de saneamiento y/o de garantia* convenir* 
desistirj transigir* renunciar a accionee o dereehos y dejar de 
ejarcerlOB si as! fuera convenient** solicitar acuaulacifin da autoi 
o de acciones* diferir actos* suspender, ejercer, reclamar y 
renunciar lapsos y recursos* recusari demandar la nulidad y li 
reposici6n cuando fuere necesario o conveniente* apelar* ocurrir df. 

,r ', 

hecho* px oaover cualquier medio de pruefca y oponerse a la admisi'dn- *.£ 

! - '■( 

de los ttisoos e intervenir en todos los tr£mites e incidencias d* 5 

& ' 

su evacuiclonj solicitar y tramitar cualquier aedida preventive 4^ 
executive cuando asl fuere necesario o conveniente u oponerse a las 
aisjnas e intervenir en cualquier otra lncidencia quo pudiera 
presentarse? incoar tercerfasi taebar y/o deaconocer toda class de 
docunentosj tachar testigos* hacer ’ cesi6n de bienea* pedir 
rendiciSn de cuentas* proponar acciones petitorias o confeaoriaa de 
la especie qua fueren* darse por citado o aotificado* recibir rj*. 
entregar cantidadea de dinero que legitimamanto se adeudea, 

■ • .. J* 

otorgando y exigiendo los correspondleates recibos y finiquitosj; <y 
disponer de loe dereehos en litigio* solicitar e intervenir 
procedimientos de remate, a tales fines hacer posturas y adquirir^ai 
en actos de remate* otorgar cualesquiera fianxas y caucioner 
requeridas por alguna Corte o Tribunal* oponerse a cualquier claa* 
w/e c&uciows, comproneter 4rbltroa arbitradores 
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.*• VA P fi > -JKS7 ■ -' .* I ;«T-f 

r ij&jfitroa da d*r«cho» ^^oilci^<r d«a£ai£A / segdn la <fi*q.u-£9jid» 

kjT^matituir stacitdoi) s^$u^.Taj^ir^ o - ^S^r^julciQK «n todas „.aus 

instancies, iacidanciea y trSmitea y ajercer todoi loi r«cur#o* a 

qua faubiere lugatr, tintc Xoa ordlnarioa eoao lo* ax traor dinarioa da 
casacifin o inv*lidaci6n , Iniciar y dasiatir dai juicio da aaparo, 
preaovar y absolver poaiciones juradasj proaover quejaa y quarellae 
y dasiatir da ellaa» y an general, hacer todo cuanto fuere 
-'--^ nacaaario o conveniente para la major defenaa da loa detaches e 

^kur*»ci ia BRXDGESTOKE 7IRZS70RE VSHEZOLAKA, C.A. Dejo cooitanciB 


r qua laa f acultadea aqu£ conf arldaa aon aersatnta enunclatlvaa y no 
* S&xatlvaa y qua loa apodaradoa aqui inatltuidoa eatSti facultadoa 
: ;^pari auatituir al praaenta podar an paraonas o abogados de su 
confi&nza, con todaa o alguna* da laa faeultadas anteriormanta 
aa Saladaa, con raaarva o no da au ajarclcio. Eat* podar no revoca 

» 

ni doja sia efoofco ningun otro poder otorgado con antarioridad por 

l 

BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VEHSZOLANA, C.A. A fin de da jar conitancU 

a 

da la exlatencia Legal da ni rapresentada, dal car&cter con quo 

* HsV, 

-q.jprtmo, de nia atribucionea y de loa denis particulares relativoa a 
/los \poderaa, y de oonfornldad con lo previato en el artlculo 155 

* X r* 

id«i l ;C6digo de Frocadiaianto Civil, enuncio y exhibo en este acto 

° - : J'/ 

Aj^Notario ante quien se otorga el presents poder, solielt&ndole 
s 

se Birva hacer constar en la note respective, los siguientas 
a 

documontosi PRIMERO* Copia certificada expedida por el Juzgado 
a 

Segundo da Primera Znstancia en lo civil y Hercantil da la Sftptima 

.r 

CircunacrlpciSn Judicial an fecha vaintitris (23) de octubr® de 

la 

1956, del asisato Reglatro do Coiercio No. 1, eontentivo del 

y 

Docunento Constitutive Satatutario original de C.A. FIRESTONE 

%t 'y'\ 

\ \ VENE20LANA (ahora denominada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENSZOLANA, 

ii V}. 

** sfc.A* ) SSGOKDO i Copia eertiilcada expedida por el Reglatro 


ir 1 aV 
\tW 


^.‘.'Hercantil Primero de la CircunacripciSn Judicial del Estado 
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as lento Reglstro de Coaercio No. 34, Tono 16-A, contentlvo del 
Acta de Asamblea Extr aordinarU do Accionistae celebxada a los 
efectos de la Asamblea Ordinaria en fecha diacienueve (19) de 

novieabre de 1992, on la que se acordo entre otroe puntoa, el 

cambio de denominacion de la conpaSia a BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE * 

* 

VENEZOLANA, C.A. TSRCERO i Copla certificada expedida por el, C 

Reglstro Mercantil Primero de la Circunacr ipeifin Judicial del k J- 

Eetado Carabobo en fecha veintiaiete (27) de enero de 1995, del'. 7 

aslento Reglstro de Comercio No. 46, Tomo 6-A, contentlvo del acta^,,^^ 
de Asamblea General Extr aordinaria de Accionlstas celebrada en 
fecha doce (12) de diciembre de 1994, en la que consta ai 

designacion como Presidente de la compafila. Igualoente solicito al 
Notarlo Publico que para el ctorgamien to del presents poder, se 
traslade y constituya en las oficinas de la compafila. Valencia, en 
la fecha de su autenticaci6n. 
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-tC ^jubuJ-o-cLc*-*s~0 

(§{cxsi-n*&7l L « oJU-Hsri^> /^Cf-HLs: ni_*JLAAjTZ^<jJj>^Jl 

^yO_o_J j e^W^LwO -AW J&to dt Lcr\ 

'&S^r^ATx. } 

Cedxy^o : M&^a’ 

(#pjuUa Cj -^loJyi^CtAj 

Oi^ay^Crj^ ; oUl^^vyr^uZd -A'w^clo^o ^ 

i£u ^ivfcw/ ^ (clJ aU^f/,. 

CYVb^i^wJt^Mjbd ^&fl[as£-£C& clLt $oJ*db> T/Utomflij ' 

_^-<w> ot/ //= 4*£~ ^ ~pdh* r - // -d? b- 

, . -. Vy/^t ‘TJoia^y ' 
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18 05^12*008,* ,y a tal afacto da coof orrcidad con la aatabiacida an al Ar— J8 

jf) 'fcifcu|e 120® tie la lay da Regisfcro Publico. 5a daalgna a la Ciudadana* SULEI- to 
Z(d0^ NOGUCflA.-... ... mayor da adad, Titular da la Crfdula da Idanfcidad N*» v— - 20 

Sl 5. 622. 001. ...para qua raalica la cparacidn da la Copia y auscriba cafla una« gi 

EI ,jda laa piginaa Junto con la Rotarla. (fdo.) R05* RUED* DE HOUTIMNK. N0T»RI0-j 22 
23 [PUBLICO TERCER0 BEL RUNIC 1PI0 auTOKORO V»LENCl* DEL EST*00 C*R*8Q80. Val.n— J3 


24 jeia, a 10a t VEINTICIRCO (25),.dlas dal aaa dai »«Y0.- ,dol DOS RIU-I 2 d 
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GADO CUAFsT L DC LGS KUMC3PICS VALENCIA 
W GUANhGUA Y £»AN DIEGO DE LA CIRCLASCR 
DL C i-.A-iCBO* 


L 1 5E--T <CGR f LCrG.AVCS. 
PCIOf. JUDICIAL w£L -ST£ 


Valencia, 12 aa Ounia del 2*CCC * 
190® yl41fl 


Por rtsCi-iuc- la pr&scnte solicitud. Lbviace la Distribucicn por 
ser jui.-ca 1* urgsncia cel c^sc. Pr via habiii c.*:ci6n ce toco el 
tiempo nece-ario, D-'sele entr-t-ca* Trasladese y con * tituya se el 
Tribunal al sitio incic..QO en la cre&snie sc-licitud, a fin da - 
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(Hand written) One (1) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

CA 98 - No. 04214620 

Citizen: 

JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF JUAN JOSE MORA IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 

In his office. 

I, FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, 
State of Carabobo, holder of national identity card No. 7,121,658, a practicing attorney, registered with 
the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 54,892, appearing herein in my capacity as legal counsei, as 
evidenced by the power of attorney attached to this petition of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A., a stock company formerly known as CA. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, 
which was registered with the Commercial Register that was maintained by the Second Court of the First 
Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo, on the 
twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, the amendments thereto being assembled in one 
body of documentation as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting 
recorded in the First Commercial Register in and for the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on 
January 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8- A, hereby respectfully appear before you and state: In 
accordance with Articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and Article 1,429 of the Civil 
Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set aside the 
necessary time, thus obviating the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred and called into 
session at the location of which I shall advise it in due course, in order to have the following items placed 

on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence at the location at which the Court is called into session of a vehicle described as 

follows: Make: Ford, and the model, type, color and plates evidenced by the inspected vehicle. 

TWO: As to the make, type and serial number of each the tires mounted on each rim of the inspected 

vehicle. 

THREE: As to the general condition of the tires mounted on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their 
tread. .. 
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(Back of Page One) 


(. Partial stamp in right margin - illegible) 

FOUR; That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle. 

FIVE: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. .... 

SIX; That a statement be placed on the record as to the general condition of the vehicle’s bodywork. 

As to any other fact or circumstances that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. 

Pursuant to Articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of 
Article 502 ejusdem, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items specified above 
and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes 
place mid that, to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, i 
would ask this Court to state for the record that the said photographs were taken in its presence and that 
they are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection and I therefore 

expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. . 

Lastly, 1 would request that once this petition has been complied with, the original be returned to me 
together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s grace, in Moron, on the date of the submission 
for filing hereof. 


(Signed - illegible) 


N:\FVeIasquez\Firestone\Inspecci6n Judicial 3.doc 


( Hand -written) Sub- 
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(Hand written) Two (2) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

CA 98 -No. 04214620 

submitted by attorney Francisco Jesus Velasquez Arcay, Venezuelan Bar Association No. 54,892, in his 
capacity as legal counsel for Bridgestone Firestone Venezolana, C.A., formerly known as “Firestone 
Venezolana”, today, the seventh day of August in the year two thousand, during office hours, consisting 
of one (1) sheet of paper. 

The Filer, 

(Signed) (illegible) 

Clerk 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF JUAN JOSE MORA IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF CARABOBO. 

MORON, AUGUST 7, 2000. 

190* Year of Independence and 141“ Year of the Federation 
The foregoing petition, consisting of one (1) sheet of paper, has been filed. It is ordered that it be 
admitted and every part thereof be complied with. To this end, it is ordered that die Court be transferred 
and called into session at the location indicated by the petitioner, in order to conduct the requested 
Judicial Inspection. The appointment of the Expert Photographer and the Expert will be made at the time 
the Inspection agreed to is held. 

Provisional Judge, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Clerk, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Admitted under No. 54/200 on this same day. 

Clerk 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Back of Page Two) 

(Illegible stamp m center of page) 
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(Hand written) Three (3) 
CA-98 No. 04214622 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
(Coat of Arms 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

Today, the seventh day of August in the year two thousand, during office hours, the Court was 
transferred to and called into session at “Punto Fijo” parking lot on the Mordn-Coro Highway, 
Moron, in the Municipality of Juan Jose Mora in the State of Carabobo, in order to conduct the 
Judicial Inspection petitioned for and agreed to by this Court. Present at this Inspection was 
attorney, Francisco Jesus Velasquez Arcay, Venezuelan Bar Association Number 54,892, in his 
capacity as counsel for “Bridgestone Firestone Venezolana, C.A.”, formerly known as C.A. 
Firestone Venezolana”, as set forth in the Power of Attorney that he submitted to the Court for its 
review and return. Citizen Xiomara de Marin, holder of identity card No. 3,897,272, was served 
with a subpoena regarding the Court’s mission, in her capacity as owner of the parking lot at 
which , the Court was called into session. Citizen, Jeluhet Jezer Houtmann Rueda, holder of 
identity card No. V-l 3,236,378, was appointed as the photographer to take photographs 
illustrating this Inspection, and Citizen Oscar Ramon Chirinos Lopez, holder of identity card No. 
V-8, 594,373 was appointed as the expert to advise the Court on this Inspection; being present, 
they accepted the assignment, 
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were sworn in as provided by Law and stated under oath that they would properly and faithfully 
fulfill their assignments. Then, with regard to Item No. ONE , the Court stated for the record that 
it had been transferred and called into session at the “Punto Fijo” parking lot, located in this City 
of Mordn, where a vehicle had been left, class: truck, make: Ford, model: Explorer XLT (Elite), 
Type: 4x2, color: wine, plates: OAD 41H (new (illegible). With regard to Item No. TWO , upon 
the advice of the expert who had been appointed, the Court stated for the record that the front 
right tire was. Make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S, serial number MTS P255/70R-16 1095. 
The rear right tire was: make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S, serial number MTS P25570R- 
16 1095. The front left tire was: make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S, with no visible serial 
number. The rear left tire was: make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S, serial number MTS 
P255/70R-16 1095. With regard to Item No. THREE , upon advice from the expert who had 
been appointed, the Court stated for the record that the tires mounted one on each of the rims of 
the inspected vehicle and their tread were in good condition. With regard to Item No. FOUR : 
The Court stated for the record that the photographer who had been appointed was ordered to 
take photographs of each of the tires mounted on each rim 



724 


(Hand written) Four (4) (18) 
CA-98 No. 04214624 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 1 48 Bolivars 

of the inspected vehicle and also with respect to Item No. FIVE , the photographer who had been 
appointed was ordered to take photographs of the inspected vehicle’s bodywork. With regard to 
Item No. SIX . The Court stated for the record that the roof of the inspected vehicle was caved in, 
most particularly on the right front side; there was denting and misalignment of both the right 
side of the vehicle and the left side, and the hood was dented. Upon a verbal request from the 
petitioner who was exercising the right to speak that he had reserved, this Court stated for the 
record that the current mileage showing on the inspected vehicle was 41,901 kins. In addition, it 
was stated for the record that the subpoenaed party stated to the Court that the inspected vehicle 
was brought into this lot as a result of a rollover-type traffic accident. It was stated for the record 
that citizen, Jeiuhet Jezer Houtmann Rueda, who is identified above, in her capacity as stated on 
the record, forthwith delivered fourteen -14- photographs taken with a Polaroid Close Up 636 
camera, that were immediately 
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(Back of Page Four) 


added to this record, so as to fonr. an integral part of this Inspection. Now, therefore, there being 
no further requests, the Court adjourned the Inspection and agreed to transfer back and resume its 
session at the Courthouse. Completed, read and signed by the undersigned who are in agreement 
therewith. Amendments. OK. 

Provisional Judge, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

(Illegible) 

Petitioner, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


The Subpoenaed Party, 

(Signed) Xiomara de Marin 

(Partial stamp on right - illegible) 

The Photographer, 

(signed) (( illegible ) 


Expert Mechanic, 
Oscar Chirino 


CLERK, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 
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( Fiscal Stamp) (Hand written) Five (5) 

20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 


(Stamp) 

Notary: 

Receipt No. (illegible) 

F ees: 

Authorized by: 

(stamped); PAID 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Five partial stamps down left margin) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Office of the Third Notary Public of Valencia 


(Signed) (illegible) 

FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY 
VENEZUELAN BAR ASSOCIATION NO. 54,892 


(T wo Stamps) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

(Initials ~ Illegible) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 


I, ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, a resident of this City, in full possession of 
my civil rights and holder of identity card No. 6,297,265, appearing in my capacity as President of 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOL AN A , C.A., a commercial company domiciled in the City of 
Valencia, State of Carabobo, and originally registered with the Companies Register that was maintained 
by the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in and for the Seventh 
Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on the twenty-third ( 23 Id ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, 
hereby state: That the company I represent is granting a power of attorney that is as broad and sufficient 
as the law requires and is necessary, to practicing attorneys: HUMBERTO J. BRICEfrQ, HENRY 
TORRE ALBA LEDESMA, JOSE HENRIQUE D’ APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS PIMENTEL 
HENRIQUEZ and FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, all citizens of Venezuela, of age, legally 
competent and holders of identity cards Nos. 3,967,563; 3,661,025; 7,308,173; 6,845,624: 6,822,699; 
10,335,670; 9,879,275; 7,139,825 and 7,121,658, respectively, who are registered with the Venezuelan 
Bar Association ("INPREABOGADO') under Numbers 13,946; 11,568; 19,692; 26,304; 32,501; 54,502; 
48,338; 55,660 and 54,892, also respectively, the first eight of said attorneys being domiciled in the City 
of Caracas, Federal District, and the last one being domiciled in the city of Valencia, State of Carabobo, 
to act jointly or separately and represent and uphold the rights, actions and interests of BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. in any type of judicial or extra-judicial matter to which it is a party, 
before any person, whether public or private, and before any national, state, district or municipal, judicial 

or administrative agency or agencies under any other competence, order or jurisdiction, including, but 

(Hand written): No. 28 - T.l 1 
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(Back of Page Five) 

(One partial Third Notary 's Office stamp at top left margin - illegible) 

(Five partial Third Notary’s Office stamps down right margin - illegible) 
not limited to, the courts of the First and/or Second instance. District or Municipal Courts, the Supreme 
Court of Justice, the First Court for Contentious-Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious-Tax Matters, Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Criminal Courts, Labor Courts and finally, before any agency, court, office, 
authority and/or officers of any kind public or private. The grantees named above are, when exercising 
this power of attorney, authorized to file and/or answer any kind of complaint, claim, proceeding, trial 
events, and/or counterclaim, allege, object to and/or answer prior defenses and questions, call for third 
party remedies and/or guarantees, agree to, dismiss, settle and waive actions or rights and refrain from 
exercising them if appropriate; request the record on orders or actions; defer action, suspend, exercise, 
request and waive extensions of time and appeals, challenge, move for dismissal and reinstatement if 
necessary or appropriate; appeal, de facto appeal; produce any type of evidence and object to the 
admission of same and participate in all of the procedures and motions for compliance therewith, request 
and arrange for any preventive or executory' measure if necessary or appropriate or oppose same and 
participate in any other motion that may arise; commence third party proceedings; strike and/or disavow 
all types of documents, strike witnesses, assign property, request accountings, move for petitionary or 
easement enforcement proceedings of any kind whatsoever; be summoned or subpoenaed, receive and 
deliver any amount of money that is legitimately due and owing and issue and demand the corresponding 
receipts and releases, dispose of rights during litigation, request and participate in auctions, by bidding 
and purchasing at auctions for such purpose, issue any bond and guarantee required by any Court or 
Tribunal; object to any kind . . . 
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(Hand written) Six (6) 

(. Fiscal Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
20 BOLIVARS 

(T wo stamps across top with illegible signatures) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC’S OFFICE IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Five partial stamps down left margin) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

OFFICE OF THE THIRD NOTARY FOR VALENCIA 

of bond or guarantee, settle at arbitration, with arbitrators and/or at arbitration proceedings at law, request 
rulings in equity, appoint partners, pursue lawsuits that have been commenced in all of their jurisdictional 
levels, trial events and procedures and exercise any remedy there may be, whether ordinary or 
extraordinary, such as cassation or annulment, initiate and refrain from Constitutional Guarantee 
proceedings, propound and answer interrogatories under oath, file claims and small claims and refrain 
from making them, and in general, do anything necessary or appropriate for the best defense of the rights 
and interests of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A. I hereby certify that the powers 
granted and listed hereunder are merely for reference purposes and are not restrictive and that the grantees 
appointed hereunder are authorized to assign this power of attorney to people or attorneys they deem to be 
trustworthy, with all or any of the powers mentioned above, with or without a restriction on the exercise 
thereof. This power of attorney neither revokes nor invalidates any other power of attorney previously 
granted by BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A. In order to certify as to the legal 
existence of the company I state for the record, the capacity in which I am acting, my powers and the 
other issues concerning powers of attorney, and pursuant to the provisions of Article 155 of the Code of 
Civil Procedure, I am hereby listing and producing the following documents to the Notary before whom 
this power of attorney is being signed and I am asking her to list them in the respective note: ONE: 
Certified copy issued by the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the 
Seventh Judicial District dated the twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, of the entry in Companies 
Register No. I, containing the original statutory incorporation papers of C.A. FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, (now known as BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.). TWO: 
Certified copy issued by the First Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of .... 
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(Back of Page Six) 

(Hand written) Folio (6 1 ) 

(Two stamps of the Third Notary of Valencia's Office across top with illegible initials j 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Five partial stamps of the Third Notary of Valencia 's Office down right margin) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Office of Notary Public 
(Seal) 

OFFICE OF NOTARY PUBLIC FOR VALENCIA 


Carabobo, on the twenty-fifth (25 th ) day of November, 1992, of the entry in Commercial Register No. 34, 
Volume 16- A, containing the Minutes of the Extraordinary Shareholders’ Meeting held in lieu of an 
Ordinary Meeting on the nineteenth (19 th ) day of November, 1992, at which it was agreed, among other 
things, to change the name of the company to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. 
THREE: Certified copy issued by the First Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo dated the twenty-seventh (27 th ) day of January, 1995, of the entiy in Companies Register No. 
46, Volume 6- A, containing the minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders* Meeting held on the 
twelfth (12 th ) day of December, 1994, which sets forth my appointment as President of the company. I 
am also asking the Notary Public to come to and appear at the company offices for the granting of this 
power of attorney. Valencia, on the date of the authentication hereof. 


( Three cancelled stamps at bottom of page) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Fiscal Receipt Stamp) 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of Finance 

Name of Applicant 

Identification Number: 

For Legal Basis 

H-91 H-91 1310203 

1000 
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(Five Partial Stamps on left — 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

OFFICE OF THE THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 

OF VALENCIA (Hand written) Seven (7) 

(Hand written) sixty-two 

( Three stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

OFFICE OF THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Initials superimposed - illegible) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA. Valencia, on 

the thirtieth (3(f h ) day of January, nineteen hundred and ninety-six. 185* year of Independence and 136 th 

year of the Federation. The foregoing document, which was prepared by attorney, FRANCISCO 

VELASQUEZ ARCAY, who is registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under number 54892, 

was submitted for authentication and return, as per form No. 243271, dated: January 30, 1996. The 

grantor thereof was present and stated that his name was: ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, acting in his 

capacity as President of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., being of age, domiciled 

in Valencia , a citizen of Venezuela . marital status: married and holder of identity card No. 6.297.265. He 

read the document in the presence of the Notary and stated: “The content thereof is true and correct and 

the signature appearing at the bottom of the instrument is mine.” The Notary therefore declared it to be 

authenticated in the presence of witnesses: MARIELA JIMENEZ AND ESTHER DE CESAR, holders of 

identity cards Nos. 10,737,912 and 395,502, and she inserted it in the book of authentications maintained 

by this Notary’s Office under No. 2ff Volume 1L The Notary states for the record that she examined and 

returned BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.’s entry in the Commercial Register, 

which was originally registered with the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial 

Matters in the Seventh Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on October 23, 1956, under No. 1. Also, 

the Notary went to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.’s premises in this City at 10:15 

a.m. for the execution of this document. 

THE NOTARY 
(Stamp - illegible) 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

Rosa Rueda de Houtmann 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC GRANTOR: 

IN AND FOR VALENCIA (Signed) (Illegible) 

THE W1TNESSES.- 
( Two signatures - illegible) 

(Three canceled stamps across bottom of page) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Office of the Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Back of Page Seven) 

(Handwritten) (62) 

(T wo stamps across top of page) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Office of Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
(initials superimposed- illegible) 

(Five Partial stamps on right) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Office of Third Notary Public of Valencia 

(Hand written) The undersigned Notary hereby certifies that foe foregoing power of attorney was replaced 
by citizen, Ramdn J. Alvins Santi, and the exercise thereof is restricted to the following individuals: 
citizen, Diego Buatiilos Beiner, Henry Torrealba, Mario Calosso, lose Enrique D’ Apollo and Gabriela 
Ndifez MArquez, pursuant to a document executed at the 8* Notary’s Office, now the 4 th , in and for the 
Municipality of Chacao in the District of Miranda, under No. 45, Volume 96, date: December 1 1, 1996. 


THE NOTARY 
(Stamp - illegible) 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


( Three cancelled stamps down middle of page) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Tbird Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Hand written) Eight (8) 


(Four partial stamps down left margin) 

Republic Of Venezuela 

Office of Third Notary Public is and for Valencia 

(Three stamps across page) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Office of Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Signature and initials superimposed on last two- illegible) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA, THE UNDERSIGNED, ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, THIRD NOTARY 
PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO, CERTIFIES: That she has compared the photocopy consisting of THREE (03) useable,... sheets of 
paper and that it is a true and correct copy of the Document inserted at this Notary’s Office during the year 1996 
under No. 28, Volume 11.... that said copy was made by citizen: SULEIDA NOGUERA,- of age. Holder of 

Identity Card No. V-5,622,001 ...... a legally competent person, who is authorized by me to do so and who, together 

with me, is signing this Certification and each one of its pages. That said Copy is issued at the request of the 
interested party and by Decree of this same date, which are inserted below: Citizen: Third Notary Public in and for 
Valencia. In her office. I, MARJORIE ROSSELL .... of age, holder of Identity card No. V-12, 606,141... am 

requesting a certified photocopy of document No. 28 Volume 11 in the Books of Authentications 

maintained by this Notary’s Office, dated January 30, 1996 In Valencia, on the EIGHTEENTH (18 th ) .... day of 

the month of: May TWO THOUSAND. The Applicant (signed) Illegible. Republic of Venezuela. Office 

of Third Notary Public in and for Valencia. Valencia, May 1 8, 2000, for this purpose, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article 120 of the Public Records Law. Citizen: SULEIDA NOGUERA .... of age. Holder of Identity 
Card No. V-5,622,001 .... is appointed to perform the photocopying and sign each of the pages together with the 
Notary, (signed) ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE 
AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF CARABOBO... Valencia. On the 

EIGHTEENTH (18 th ) .... day ofthe month of MAY.- TWO THOUSAND. 189* Year of Independence, and 

140* Year of the Federation. 

THE NOTARY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

Rosa Rueda de Houtmann 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Stamp) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Office of Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

THE APPOINTEE 
(Signed) (Illegible) Noguera 
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(Back of Page Eight) 

(Handwritten) 17 

( T wo stamps with illegible initials) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Office of Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Five partial stamps on right) 
Republic of.. 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public 

THE UNDERSIGNED NOTARY certifies that 
she reviewed and returned Form 16 No. 1286519, 
paid at Banco Caracas on May 19, 2000 
issued by the MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
THE NOTARY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

Rosa Rueda de Houtmann 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Four stamps down page, three cancelled) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

OFFICE OF THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


/ 



734 


(Hand written) Nine (9) 

1 certify that this is a true and correct copy of the original, I am certifying and issuing same, upon the 
Judge’s orders, once it has been compared with the original that the Court had for review and return, in 
Moron, on the seventh (7 th ) day of the month of August in the year two thousand.- Years: 190 th year of 
Independence and 141 st year of the Federation. 

Clerk 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

0 legible).. 


(Stamp - illegible) 


( Back of Page Nine) 
(Two stamps - illegible) 
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(Hand written) Fourteen (14) 

Returned on this date, consisting of -14 - sheets of paper. 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

Clerk 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Stamp - illegible) 


(Back of Page Fourteen) 


(Stamp) (Illegible) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 54/2000, dated August 7, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered OAD-41H, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 



Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 


Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged 
February, 2001. 


to and before me this 6th day of 






Maury Margaret Scharrer 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


[Seal] 


My commission expires:. 





Mirnwt Srftarrer 

-^EXPIRES 

Wftrth r**S TfcJT M* WWftWH, Wfc 
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REPUBLICA OE VENEZUELA 

PODER JUDICIAL N# C ^ h ■ r 

JURISDICCION CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 

ARC HIVO 



SOLICIT ANTE IS): jjgga g?.-' SI'-CC JHLT"-; '-VI;. ; ■' v . -c-rsr<u-e an&X& U.l 

te lu rV.I7;S.~ ?i:T~ ;t. Tr ,;2 Cl c.*... 

mptivo: i '' "-L;: ir: u. 


ni7r;Anr)- JT J. JC . L rc: t . CI3CV::. C3IH,:u: CrDICT-,L EDC •■t 


FECHA DE ENTRADA: D£* EZ 2.000 

FECHA DEVOLUCION: Dia 03 M« ^ r ? 



C 33 
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i Ciudadano 


JUEZ DEL MUNICIPIO JUAN JOSE MORA DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 

JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO CARABOBO 

Su Desnacho. 


Yo, FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolano, mayor de edad, 

domiciliado en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 

7.121.658, abogado en ejereicio, inscnto en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 

54.892, procediendo en este acto en mi caracter de apoderado segun se evidencia 

de instrumento poder que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE 

FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., compaiiia anonima antes denominada C.A. 

FIRESTONE NTINEZOL.Uv'A, inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo 

el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la 

Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre 

de 1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de 

Acta de Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita por ante el 

Registro Mercantil Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en 


} ! fech a 29 de encro de 19 97, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente 
| ocurro y expongo: De conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de 


Procedimiento Civil y 1.429 del Codigo Civil, juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la 


, habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en consecuencia se 
j obvie el requisite de la distribucidn, con el fin de que ei Tribunal se traslade y 


i constituya en la direccion que oportunamente le serial are, a fin de dejar constancia 


por via de Inspeccidn Judicial, de los particulares siguientes:- 


PR1MERO: De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 
Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford y del Modelo, Tipo, Color y Placas, que 


‘ presenta el vehiculo mspeccionado,- 


SEGUNDO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 

cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

TERCERQ: De las condiciones generales de los cauchos instalados en cada uno 


i 

t 

$ 

4 

5 
S 

7 

8 
9 

to 

U 

12 

18 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
IB 
20 
21 
22 
28 

24 

25 

26 
87 
28 

29 

30 




AX 


i$ ; Per prSsenta-ia la anterior soli cite d con stants d e un (1) fSli o - 

i« nitil. Dlsele er.traria y cu^rlase en todas sub -partes. Al efect o, - j 
17 itr-nalfide^e y cr nstit&ya re e l Tribunal al sitio indica te per el seli-l 


<c ejt?nte« a fin de practi c?.r la In spe cci6n Judicial snlicitsda. La 4 

‘ i 

i» cesirn ac i6n del ' **. ? r£cticp«»Potegrraf r t_ deleft rite, s e h a rv-en el •* o 
ba rente f- e T>rscticarse la Tr.snecci6n acordada.- I 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

No. 1483- 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETITIONERS): FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY 


REASON: JUDICIAL INSPECTION 


COURT: IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF JOSE FELIX RIBAS AND JOSE RAFAEL 
REVENGA 


DATE OF ENTRY: 

Dav Ninth 

Month 

AUGUST Year 2000 

DATE RETURNED: 

Dav 

Month 

Year 


No. 1483-00 


C.22 
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( Hand written) One (1) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF ARAGUA 

(Coal of Arms) 

Fee for Sealed Paper - Fifty-four Bolivars 

Ar-96 No. 323724 - 

Citizen: 

JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF JOSE FELIX RTVAS AND JOSE RAFAEL 
REVENGA IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF ARAGUA 
In his office. 

I, FRANCISCO JEStlS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, 
State of Carabobo, holder of national identity card No. 7,121,658, a practicing attorney, registered with 
the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 54,892, appearing herein in my capacity as legal counsel, as 
evidenced by the power of attorney attached to this petition OF BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, CA., a corporation formerly known as C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, which 
was registered with the Commercial Register that was maintained by the Second Court of the First 
Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo, on the 
twenty-third (23"“) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, the amendments thereto being assembled in one 
body of documentation as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting 
recorded in the First Commercial Register in and for the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on 
January 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8-A hereby respectfully appear before you and state: In 
accordance with articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and article 1,429 of the Civil 
Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set aside the 
necessary time, thus obviating the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred and called into 
session at the location of which I shall advise it in due course, in order to have the following items placed 

on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence at the location at which the Court is called into session of a vehicle described as 

follows: Make: Ford, and the Model, Type, Color and Plates evidenced by the inspected vehicle. 

TWO: As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected 
vehicle. 

THREE: As to the general condition of the tires mounted on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their 
tread. 
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(Back of Page One) (Partial stamp to right) 

Republic.. 

( Illegible ) 

FOUR: That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle. 

FIVE: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. 

SIX: That a statement be placed on the record as to the general condition of the vehicle’s bodywork.- 

As to any other fact or circumstances that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. 

Pursuant to articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of 
article 502 ejusdem , I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items specified above 
and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes 
place and that, to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, 1 
would ask this Court to state for the record that the said photographs were taken in its presence and that 
they are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection and I therefore 

expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. 

Lastly, I would request that once this petition Ms been complied with, the original be returned to me 
together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s grace, in Valencia, on the date of the submittal 
for filing hereof. 


(Signed - illegible) 


(Stamp) 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
In the Judicial District ed 
The State of Aragua 
(Seal) 

In and for the Municipalities of 
Jose Felix Rivas and Jose Rafael Revenga 

(Hand written) Submitted for filing today, August 9, 2000 
consisting of one (1) sheet of paper . 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Partial stamp to right) 
Republic.. 
(Illegible) 
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(T wo partial stomps down left margin:) (Handwritten) Two (2) 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
In the Judicial District of 
The State of Aragua 
(Seal) 

In and for the Municipalities of 

Jose Felix Rivas and Jose Rafael Revenga 


(Stamp in center of page:) 


Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

(Initials - Illegible) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 


(Back of Page Two): 
(Four stamps down right margin:) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 
(Initials - Illegible) 
Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Fiscal Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 


(Stamp) 

Notary 

Receipt No. ( illegible > 

Notary; 

Fees: 

Authorized by: 

(stamped): PAID 

(Signed) (illegible) THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 

FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
VENEZUELAN BAR ASSOCIATION NO. 54,892 


(Hand written) Three (3) 


(Two Stamps) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coal of Arms) 

(initials) (Illegible) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 


(Four partial stamps down left margin) 

......of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

....Valencia 

I, ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, a resident of this city, in full possession of 
my civil rights and holder of identity card No. 6,297,265, appearing in my capacity as President of 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a commercial company domiciled in the city of 
Valencia, State of Carabobo, and originally registered with the Companies Register that was maintained 
by the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in and for the Seventh 
Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on the twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, under No. I, 
hereby state: That the company I represent is granting a power of attorney that is as broad and sufficient 
as the law requires and is necessary, to practicing attorneys: HUMBERTO J. BRICENO, HENRY 
TORRE ALBA LEDESMA, JOSE HENRIQUE D’APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJ1A, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS PIMENTEL 
HENRIQUEZ and FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, all citizens of Venezuela, of age, holders of 
law degrees and holders of identity cards Nos. 3,967,563, 3,661,025, 7,308,173, 6,845,624, 6,822,699, 
10,335,670, 9,879,275, 7,139,825 and 7,121,658 respectively, who are registered with the Venezuelan 
Bar Association under Numbers 13,946, 11,568, 19,692, 26,304, 32,501, 54,502, 48,338, 55,660 and 
54,892, also respectively; the first eight of said attorneys being domiciled in the city of Caracas, Federal 
District, and the last one being domiciled in the city of Valencia, State of Carabobo, to act jointly or 
separately and represent and uphold the rights, actions and interests of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A. in any type of judicial or extra-judicial matter to which it is a party, before any 
person, whether public or private, and before any national, state, district or municipal, judicial or 
administrative agency or agencies under any other competence, order or jurisdiction, including, but 

(Hand written at bottom of page) 

No. 28 - Volume 1 1 
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(Back of Page Three) 

(Hand written) 60 

(Partial stamp with initials - both illegible) 

(T wo stamps with initials - illegible) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

not limited to, the courts of the First or Second Instance, District or Municipal Courts, the Supreme Court 
of Justice, the First Court for Contentious-Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious-Tax Matters, Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Criminal Courts. Labor Courts and finally, before any agency, court, office, 
authority and/or officers of any public or private land. The grantees named above are, when exercising 
this power of attorney, authorized to file and/or answer any kind of complaint, claim, proceeding, motion 
and/or counterclaim, allege, object to and/or answer prior defenses and questions, enter into commitments 
for remedies and/or guarantees, agree to, dismiss, settle and waive actions or rights and refrain from 
exercising them if appropriate; request the record on orders or actions; defer action, suspend, exercise, 
request and pant extensions of time and waive appeals, challenge, move for dismissal and reinstatement 
if necessary or appropriate; appeal, appear in person; produce any type of evidence and object to the 
admission of same and participate in all of the procedures and motions for compliance therewith, request 
and arrange for any preventive or executoty measure if necessary or appropriate or oppose same and 
participate in any other motion that may arise; commence third party proceedings; strike and/or disavow 
all types of documents, strike witnesses, assign property, request accountings, move for petitionary or 
confessional proceedings of any kind whatsoever, be summoned or subpoenaed, receive and deliyer any 
amount of money that is legitimately due and owing and issue and demand the corresponding receipts and 
releases, dispose of rights during litigation, request and participate in auctions, by bidding and purchasing 
at auctions for such purpose, issue any bond and guarantee required by any Court or Tribunal; object to 
any kind of bond or guarantee, settle at arbitration, with arbitrators and/or 

(Four partial stamps down right margin) 
Republic of... 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public....) 
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(Hand written) Four (4) 

(Fiscal Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 

(Four partial stamps down left margin) (Illegible initials) 

....OF VENEZUELA 
(Coal of Arms) 

...OF VALENCIA 

(T wo stamps over fiscal stamp with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

at arbitration proceedings at law; request rulings in equity, appoint partners, pursue lawsuits that have 
been commenced in all of their proceedings, motions and procedures and exercise any remedy there may 
be, whether ordinary or extraordinary, such as cassation or annulment, initiate and refrain from 
proceedings challenging the constitutionality of laws, propound and answer interrogatories under oath, 
file claims and small claims and refrain from doing so, and in general, do anything necessary or 
appropriate for the best defense of the rights and interests of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA C.A. I hereby certify that the powers granted and listed hereunder are merely for 
reference purposes and are not limitative and that the grantees appointed hereunder are authorized to 
assign this power of attorney to people or attorneys they deem to be trustworthy, with all or any of the 
powers mentioned above, with or without a restriction on the exercise thereof. This power of attorney 
neither revokes nor invalidates any other power of attorney previously granted by BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A. In order to certify as to the legal existence of the company I 
represent for the record, the capacity in which I am acting, my powers and the other issues concerning 
powers of attorney, and pursuant to the provisions of article 155 of the Code of Civil Procedure, I am 
hereby listing and producing the following documents to the Notary before whom this power of attorney 
is being signed and I am asking her to list them in the respective note: ONE: Certified copy issued by the 
Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Seventh Judicial District 
dated the twenty-third (23 rf ) day of October, 1956, of the entry in Companies Register No. 1 , containing 
the original Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, (now known as 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.). TWO: Certified copy issued by the First 
Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of .... 
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(Back of Page Four) 

(Hand written) No. 61 
(Initials - illegible) 

(T wo stamps with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

( Four partial stamps down right margin) 

Republic of 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public 

Carabobo, on the twenty-fifth (25*) day of November, 1992, of the entry in Commercial Register No. 34, 
Volume 16-A, containing the Minutes of the Extraordinary Shareholders’ Meeting held in lieu of an 
Ordinary Meeting on the nineteenth (19 th ) day of November, 1992, at which it was agreed, among other 
things, to change the name of the company to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. 
THREE: Certified copy issued by the First Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo dated the twenty-seventh (27*) day of January, 1995, of the entry in Companies Register No. 
46, Volume 6-A, containing the minutes of the Extraordinary Genera] Shareholders’ Meeting held on the 
twelfth (12*) day of December, 1994, which sets forth my appointment as President of die company. I 
am also asking the Notary Public to come to and appear at the company offices for the granting of this 
power of attorney. Valencia, on the date of the authentication hereof. 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Three cancelled stamps down page) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Fiscal Stamp) 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of Finance 

Name of Applicant 

Identification No. Date 

For Legal Basis 

H-91 1310203 

1 000 Bs. One thousand Bolivars 
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(Hand written) Five (5) 

(Four partial stamps down left margin) 

..of Venezuela 
(Seal 

...in and for Valencia 


(Three stamps) 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
(Initials and signature superimposed - illegible) 
(one illegible stamp and initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA. Valencia, on 
the thirtieth (30“’) day of January, nineteen hundred and ninety-six. 185* year of Independence and 136 11 
year of die Federation. The foregoing document, which was prepared by attorney FRANCISCO 
VELASQUEZ ARCAY, who is registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under number 54892, 
was submitted for authentication and return,' as per form No. 243271, dated: January 30, 1996. The 
grantor thereof was present and stated that his name was: ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, acting in his 
capacity as President of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., being of age, domiciled 
if Valencia , a citizen of Venezuela , marital status: married and holder of identity card No. 6,297,265. He 
read the document in the presence of the notary ands stated: “The content thereof is true and correct and 
the signature appearing at the bottom of the instrument is mine." The Notary therefore declared it to be 
authenticated in the presence of witnesses: MARIELA JIMENEZ AND ESTHER DE CESAR, holders of 
identity cards Nos. 10,737,912 and 395,502, and she inserted it in the book of authentications maintained 
by this Notary's office under No. 28, Volume If. The Notary states for the record that she examined and 
returned BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.’s entry in the Commercial Register, 
which was originally registered with the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial 
Matters in the Seventh Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on October 23, 1 956, under No. 1. Also, 
the Notary went to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.’s premises in this city st 10:15 
a.m. for the execution of this document. 

THE NOTARY: 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 

THRU) NOTARY PUBLIC GRANTOR: 

IN AND FOR VALENCIA (Signed) (Illegible) 

(Three stamps:) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 


THE WITNESSES.- 
(Two signatures - illegible) 
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(Back of Page Five) 
(Hand written) 62 


(T wo stamps with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Four Partial stamps down right margin) 

REPUBLIC OF 

(Coat of Arms) 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 

The undersigned Notary hereby certifies that the foregoing power of attorney was replaced by 
citizen Ramon J. Alvins Santi, and the exercise thereof was restricted to citizens Diego Buatillos 
Beiner, Henry Torrealba, Mario Cah^sso, Jose Enrique D’ Apollo and Gabriela Ntifiez Marque?, 
by means of an instrument signed before the 8 th Notary’s Office, now the 4 U| , in and for the 
Municipality of Chacao in the District of Miranda, under No. 45, Volume 96, on December 1 1, 
1996. 

The Notary, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Three stamps) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Four partial stamps down left margin) (Hand written) Six (6) 

....VENEZUELA 

(seal) 

.VALENCIA 

( Three Stamps, two with illegible initials) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
(Seat) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

( Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA.- THE UNDERSIGNED, ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, THIRD NOTARY 
PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF 

CARABOBO, CERTIFIES: That she has compared the photocopy consisting of THREE (03) sheets of paper, 

and that it is a cue and correct copy of the Document that was inserted at this Notary’s Office in 1996 under 

No. 28 ...... Volume 1!..., that raid copy was made by citizen SULEIDANOGUERA...., of age, Holder of Identity 

Card No. V~5, 622,001...., a capable person who is Authorized by roe to do so and who, together with roe, is signing 

this Certification and each one of its pages. That said copy is issued at the request of the interested party and by 
Decree of this same date, which are inserted below: Citizen Third Notary Public in and for Valencia. In her office. 
!, MARJORIE ROSSELL ..., of age, Holder of Identity Card No. 12,606,141, am requesting a Certified Photocopy 

of Document No. 28 Volume: 11 , in the Books of Authentications maintained by this Notary’s Office 

dated January 30, 1996. In Valencia, on the EIGHTEENTH (18*) day of the month of May.- 18, in the year TWO 
THOUSAND. The Applicant (signed) illegible. Republic of Venezuela. Third Notary Public in and for Valencia. 
Valencia, 5-18-2000 and for this purpose, pursuant to the provisions of Article 120 of the Public Records Law. 
Citizen SULEIDA NOGUERA..., of age. Holder of Identity Card No. V-5,622,001, is appointed to perform the 
Photocopying and sign each of the pages together with the Notary, (signed). ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE 

STATE OF CARABOBO. Valencia. Oa the EIGHTEENTH (18*) day of the month of MAY.- TWO 

THOUSAND.- 189* year of Independence, and 140th year of the Federation. 

THE NOTARY 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

THE APP03NTEE.- 
( 'stamp ) (Signed) (illegible) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Back of Page Six) 

(Two stamps with illegible initials) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Four partial stamps down right margin) 
Republic of.. 
(Seal) 

Third Notary Public 

THE UNDERSIGNED NOTARY certifies that 
she reviewed and returned Form 16 No. 1286519 . 
paid at Banco Caracas on May 19. 2000 
issued by the MINISTRY OF FINANCE 

THE NOTARY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Five stamps down page) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
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(Handwritten) Seven (7) 

(Four partial stamps down left margin) 

....Venezuela 

....Valencia 


(Back of Page Seven) 

(Partial Stamp) 
.Republic of Venezuela 
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( Two partial stamps down left margin — illegible) (Hand written) Eight (8) 

COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF JOSE FELIX RIBAS [sic] AND JOSE RAFAEL 
REVENGA IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF ARAGUA. La Victoria, the ninth day 
of August, in the year two thousand. 


Having reviewed the petition filed by Francisco Jesus Velasquez Arcay, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, 
domiciled in Valencia and here in transit, holder of identity card No. 7,121,658, a practicing Attorney, 
registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 54,892, appearing herein in his capacity as 
counsel, as evidenced by the power of attorney attached to this petition of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C. A. a corporation formally known as C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, it is 
admitted to the extent provided by law. Consequently, it is ordered that the Court be transferred and 
called into session anywhere the petitioner indicates and that the requested Judicial Inspection be 
conducted; 12:00 p.m. today is scheduled for the said inspection. 

(Stamp) 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
In the Judicial District 
Of the State of Aragua 
(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipalities 
Of Jose Felix Rivas and Jose Rafael Revenga 

Judge, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Dr. Clemente Martinez E. 

Clerk, 

(Signed) Pilar M. de Mendoza 
Pilar M. de Mendoza 

S - 1 483 - (Initials - illegible) 


(Back of Page Eight): 

(Stamp in center of page and down right margin) 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
In the Judicial District 
Of the State of Aragua 
(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipalities 
Of Jose Filix Rivas and Jose Rafael Revenga 
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(Hand written) Nine (9) 

(Partial Stamp to left) 

(Illegible) 

(Seal) 

.....Reveoga 

(Seal) 

STATE OF ARAGUA 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Sealed Paper - Fifty-four Bolivars 

Ar-96 No. 323680 

Court in and for the Municipality of Jose Felix Rivas and Jose Rafael Revenga in the Judicial District of 
the State of Atagua. La Victoria, the ninth day of August in the year two thousand. 190“' Year of 
Independence and 141“ year of the Federation. 

On this day, being the scheduled time, the fcourt, accompanied by the petitioning attorney, Francisco 
Jesus Velasquez Arcay, acting in his capacity as counsel for the commercial company, Bridgestone 
Firestone Venezolana, C.A., as identified in the record, was transferred to and called into session at the 
premises of the San Sebastian parking Lot located on the Victoria-Zuata highway, the location indicated 
by the petitioner for holding the required visual inspection. Upon arrival at the location, the Court served 
citizen Marco Antonio Perez, holder of identity card No. 1 3,389,457, with a subpoena explaining why the 
Court had been transferred there. As requested in the petition, the Court then appointed citizen Luis 
Armando Olivo (Illegible), holder of identity card No. 10,736,138 who, being present at this inspection, 
accepted the assignment and was sworn in as provided by law. Citizen Jesus Salcedo, holder of identity 
card No. 8,694,553, was also appointed as the expert mechanic, and being present at the inspection, he 
was swom in as provided by law. 
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(Back of Page Nine) 

(Two partial stamps to right) 
Bolivarian Republic of.... 

(Seal) 

Court.... 

Jos6 Filix Rivas 

The Court then went to the conduct the Judicial Inspection and to this end, it stated for the record, with 
regard to Item ONE : The Court stated for the record that on the San Sebastian parking lot premises there 
was a vehicle. Make: Ford, Type: Explorer, color: Wine, plates: DAZ-86F, which is the subject of this 
inspection. Item TWO : The Court stated for the record that the vehicle’s front left tire was, Make: 
Goodyear, Wrangler RT/S, Serial Number LT235/75R15 101 / 104-S; the front right tire was, Make: 
Goodyear, Wrangler RT/S, no visible serial number; the rear right tire was: Make Goodyear Wrangler 
RT/S, serial number LT235/75 R15 101/104-S, and rear left tire was: Make: Goodyear, Wrangler RT/S 
- serial number LT235/75 -R15 - 101 /104-S. Item THREE : The Court stated for the record that it was 
noted that the tires and their tread were in good condition. Item FOUR : The Court stated for the record 
that photographs were then taken of the tires that were installed, using an instant photograph Polaroid 
Close Up 636 camera. Item FIVE : The Court then ordered the photographer who had been appointed to 
take photographs of the bodywork of the inspected vehicle, using said camera. Item SIX : The Court 
stated for the record that the bodywork of the vehicle that is the subject of this inspection, had dents in the 
roof, hood, front left mudguard, 
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(Hand written) Ten (10) 


(Seal) 

STATE OF ARAGUA 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Sealed Paper - Fifty-four Bolivars 

Ar-96 No. 323832- 

the left side was dented and the windshield was broken, the front bumper was bent, and in general, almost 
the entire vehicle was dented and generally misaligned. At this point, the petitioner intervened and asked 
the Court to state the vehicle's mileage for the record and also the reason why the vehicle was at this 
parking lot. At this point, the Court, with the assistance of the expert who had been appointed, stated for 
the record that the mileage shown on the odometer was 14,333 [fe'/omerers]. The Court also stated for the 
record that the subpoenaed party advised trait he knew that the vehicle was brought in due to a traffic 
accident with a rollover. At this point, the petitioner stated: I ask the Court to state for the record that 
there is a tire inside the vehicle and the make, type and serial number of same. In view of this request, the 
Court stated for the record that it was noted that there was a tire inside the vehicle. Make: Goodyear, 
Wrangler RT/S, serial number LT235/75L1S 101 /104-S. That is all, The Court then ordered that the 
photographs be added to this inspection, marked 1 through 9, so as to form a part thereof. Having 
completed the inspection, the Court ordered a return to the courthouse. (Illegible) and return this original 
petition with the results thereof. . ... 


(Partial Stamp to left) 
(Illegible).. Venezuela 
(Seal) 

Revenga 
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(Back of Page Ten) 


...Completed, read and signed by those below who are in agreement therewith. 
(Stamp) 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Judicial District 
Of the State of Aragua 

(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipalities 
Of Jos£ F£lix Rivas and Jose Rafael Revenga 


THE JUDGE, 
(Signed) ( Illegible ) 


Petitioner, 

(Signed) (illegible) 


Subpoenaed party 
(Signed) marco 

CLERK, 

(Signed) (illegible) 


Photographer Expert 

(Signed) (Illegible) (Signed) (illegible) 


(Hand written) Original with results returned this same day. 


CLERK 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Stamp) 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Judicial District 
Of the State of Aragua 

(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipalities 
Of Josl Filix Rivas and Jos£ Rafael Revenga 


(Initials - illegible) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 1483-00, dated August 9, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered DAZ-86F, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 


7 






Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 


Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 14th day 
of February, 2001. 



Elena KCsado 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


[Seal] 


My commission expires: A 



Elena H. fcoiado 

MY COMMISSION # CC704723 EXPIRES 
January IP, 2003 

frOMMD THRU TROY MIN INSURANCE INC 
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&LICA DF VENEZUELA. NOTARfl5spifl&2^E#ERA'^2ALHlC^f VSYe nets 
* f \ /> ,/ \s&/. I < c sP -Ss£ 13^^ \f 

V! * E/ ”™ P* / de i MfesS^novecientS^ent^seiiv' 
1E5S y 136s. El anterior documento redactado por el aboga^e tLgRS^SSS^S 
CO VELA93UEZ ARCAY, inscrito en el inpreabogado bajo el NS54B92, fue 
presentado para su autentieacion y devolucion, segun planilla Ns 243 
271, de fecha: 30-1-96. Presente su otorgante dijo llamarse: R^S^IDO 
S. TERRADAS actuando en caracter de Preside-te de BRIDGE STONE FIRES- 
NE V TJEZOLANA, C.A, mayor de edad, domiciliado en:_ 

♦ .dffiucionalldad : 1/ de estado civil: 

’-'y Hftular de la cedula de identidad N8 6,297.265. ^eido el documento 
ppresencia de la notario expuso. ” Su contenido es cierto y mia la- 
firma que aparece al pie del instrumento" . La Notario e' tal virtud- 
lo declera a u tenticado en prese cia de los testigos: MARIELA JIMENEZ 
Y ESTHER DE CES®, titulares de las cedula s de identidad Nos:10.737. 
912 y 395.502, dejandolo inserto bajo el NO X . Tomo : j [ de 
los libros de autenticaciones llevados en esta notaria. La Notario- 
hace con star que tuvo para su vista y devolucion rt egistro de Comercio 
;«^»D8SSrCNE FIRESTCNE V1NEZOLANA, C.A, inscrita ofciginalmente por- 
anv^el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil- 
d6' l||Septima Circunscripcion Judicial del Edo. Carabobo, en fecha :23 
itfe ftSjtubre de 1956, bajo el No l.-Igualmente para el otorgamiento del 
*«,pSre'sente documento la Notaria se ^raslado y Constituyo en la Empresa- 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTCNH V^ISZOLANA, C.A, de esta ciudad a las; 

LA NOTARIO 



EL OTCRGANTE 
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4 qu a as traalada flel y ijciicto dal D o cuwa n ta lnmti an i »t> _Notaria,j 4 

# durante el ARet 1*996 . . ..j pajo el N » 28. *...| Toaot i ul dieha Co 5 

^flii furf roalizada par la Cludadanai SULEIDA NOGUERA •-•••• mayor da a>dad, Ti-jg 
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JUZGADO DE LOS MUNICIPIOS JOSE FELIX RIBAS, JOSE RAFAEL REVENGA 
DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCICN JUDICIAL DEL BSTADO ARAGUA. La Victoria: 
nueve de Agosto dal afto dos mil.- 

Vlita la sollcitud presentada por Francisco Jesus Velasquez 
Area/, venezolano, mayor de edad, domieillado en Valencia y aqul 
de tr&nsito, titular de la c£dula de identidad no 7.121.658, - 
Abogado en ejerelcio, lnscrito en el Inpreabogado bajo el No - 
54.892, procediendo en este acto en al car&cter de apoderado — 
segOn se evidencia de instrumento de poder que re anexa a esta 
sollcitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A. compeflla an£- 
nima antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, Se admlte cuan- 
to ha lugar en derecho. En Conseeuencia trasladece y constltuya- 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

No. 33 70 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETITIONER/SI: FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY 

REASON: J UD I CIAL INSP ECTION 

COURT: FOU RT H MU N ICIPAL COURT 


DATE OF ENTRY: 

Dav: 17 

Month: AUGUST 

Year: 2000 

DATE RETURNED: 

Day: 

Month: 

Year: 


No. 3 370 


C.22 






779 


(Hand written) One (1) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

CA98 -No. 04214573 

Citizen: 

FOURTH JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, LOS 
GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO 
In his office. 


I, FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARC AY, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, 
State of Carabobo, holder of national identity card No. 7,121,658, a practicing attorney, registered with 
the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 54,892, appearing herein in my capacity as legal counsel, as 
evidenced by the power of attorney attached to this petition OF BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A., a corporation formerly known as C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, which 
was registered with the Commercial Register that was maintained by the Second Court of the First 
Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo, on the 
twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, the amendments thereto being assembled in one 
body of documentation as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting 
recorded in the First Commercial Register in and for the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on 
January 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8-A, hereby respectfully appear before you and state: In 
accordance with Articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and Article 1,429 of the Civil 
Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set aside the 
necessary time, thus obviating the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred and called into 
session at the location of which I shall advise it in due course, in order to have the following items placed 
on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 


ONE: As to the presence at the location at which the Court is called into session, of a vehicle described 
as follows: make: Ford, model: Explorer, and the type, color and plates evidenced by the inspected 

vehicle. 

TWO: As to whether the vehicle identified above has four (4) tires fitted one on each of its rims. 
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(Back of Page One): 

THREE: As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected 

vehicle. 

FOUR: As to the general condition of the tires mounted on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their 

tread. 

FIVE: That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle. 

SIX: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. 

SEVEN: That a statement be placed on the record as to the general condition of the vehicle’s bodywork.- 

As to any other fact or circumstances that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. 

Pursuant to Articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of 
Article 502 ejusdem, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items specified above 
and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes 
place and that, to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, 1 
would ask this Court to state for the record that said photographs were taken in its presence and that they 
are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection and I therefore 

expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. 

Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been complied with, the original be returned to me 
together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court's grace, in Valencia, on the date of submission for 

filing hereof. 

(Signed - illegible) 

(Stamp) 

Submitted for filing on August 17, 2000 

consisting of one (1) sheet of paper with one (1) exhibit. 

Amendments: NONE 
9:30 a.m. during office hours 
GIVEN IMMEDIATELY TO JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
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(Hand written) Two (2) 


(Stamp) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Seal) 

(Initials - illegible) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 


(Back of Page Two): 


(Four stamps in right margin) 

REPUBLIC OF 

(Illegible) 
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(Fiscal Stamp) (Hand written) Three (3) 

20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 

(Stamp) 

Receipt No. (illegible) 

Fees: 

Authorized by: 

(stamped): PAID 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Four partial stamps down left margin) (2 Stamps) 

of Venezuela Republic of Venezuela 

(Coat of Arms) (Coat of Arms) 

...Valencia (Initials - Illegible) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Signed) (illegible) 

FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY 
ATTORNEY 

VENEZUELAN BAR ASSOCIATION NO. 54,892 

t 

I, ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, a resident of this city, in full possession of 
my civil rights and holder of identity card No. 6,297,265, appearing in my capacity as President of 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a commercial company domiciled in the city of 
Valencia, State of Carabobo, and originally registered with the Companies Register that was maintained 
by the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in and for the Seventh 
Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on the twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, 
hereby state: That the company I represent is granting a power of attorney that is as broad and sufficient 
as the law requires and is necessary, to practicing attorneys: HUMBERTO J. BRICENO, HENRY 
TORREALBA LEDESMA, JOSE HENRIQUE D’APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS PIMENTEL 
HENRIQUEZ and FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, all citizens of Venezuela, of age, legally 
competent and holders of identity cards Nos. 3,967,563; 3,661,025; 7,308,173; 6,845,624; 6,822,699; 
10,335,670; 9,879,275; 7,139,825 and 7,121,658 respectively, who are registered with the Venezuelan 
Bar Association ("INPREABOGADO") under Numbers 13,946; 11,568; 19,692; 26,304; 32,501; 54,502; 
48,338; 55,660 and 54,892, also respectively; the first eight of said attorneys being domiciled in the city 
of Caracas, Federal District, and the last one being domiciled in the city of Valencia, State of Carabobo, 
to act jointly or separately and represent and uphold the rights, actions and interests of BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. in any type of judicial or extra-judicial matter to which it is a party, 
before any person, whether public or private, and before any national, state, district or municipal, judicial 
or administrative agency or agencies under any other competence, order or jurisdiction, including, but 


(Hand written at bottom of page): No. 28 -T.l 1 
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(Back of Page Three) 

(Hand written) 60: 

( Three stamps with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Four partial stamps on right) 
REPUBLIC OF... 

not limited to, the courts of the First and/or Second Instance, District or Municipal Courts, the Supreme 
Court of Justice, the First Court for Contentious-Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious-Tax Matters, Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Criminal Courts, Labor Courts and finally, before any agency, court, office, 
authority and/or officers of any public or private land. The grantees named above are, when exercising 
this power of attorney, authorized to file and/or answer any kind of complaint, claim, proceeding, motion 
and/or counterclaim, allege, object to and/or answer prior defenses and questions, enter into commitments 
for remedies and/or guarantees, agree to, dismiss, settle and waive actions or rights and refrain from 
exercising them if appropriate; request the record on orders or actions; defer action, suspend, exercise, 
request and waive extensions of time and appeals, challenge, move for dismissal and reinstatement if 
necessary or appropriate; appeal, appear in person; produce any type of evidence and object to the 
admission of same and participate in all of the procedures and motions for compliance therewith, request 
and arrange for any preventive or executory measure if necessary or appropriate or oppose same and 
participate in any other motion that may arise; commence third party proceedings; strike and/or disavow 
all types of documents, strike witnesses, assign property, request accountings, move for petitionary or 
confessional proceedings of any kind whatsoever; be summoned or subpoenaed, receive and deliver any 
amount of money that is legitimately due and owing and issue and demand the corresponding receipts and 
releases, dispose of rights during litigation, request and participate in auctions, by bidding and purchasing 
at auctions for such purpose, issue any bond and guarantee required by any Court or Tribunal; object to 
any kind . . . 
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(Hand written) sixty-one (61) 

(Hand written) Four (4) 

(Fiscal Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 

(Four partial stamps down left margin) 

....OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

...VALENCIA 

( Three stamps over fiscal stamp with illegible signature and initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

of bond or guarantee, settle at arbitration, with arbitrators and/or at arbitration proceedings at law, request 
rulings in equity, appoint partners, pursue lawsuits that have been commenced in all of their proceedings, 
motions and procedures and exercise any remedy there may be, whether ordinary or extraordinary, such 
as cassation or annulment, initiate and refrain from proceedings challenging the constitutionality of laws, 
propound and answer interrogatories under oath, file claims and small claims and refrain from making 
them, and in general, do anything necessary or appropriate for the best defense of the rights and interests 
of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA CA. I hereby certify that the powers granted and 
listed hereunder are merely for reference purposes and are not limitative and that the grantees appointed 
hereunder are authorized to assign this power of attorney to people or attorneys they deem to be 
trustworthy, with all or any of the powers mentioned above, with or without a restriction on the exercise 
thereof. This power of attorney neither revokes nor invalidates any other power of attorney previously 
granted by BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA CA. In order to certify as to the legal 
existence of the company I represent for the record, die capacity in which I am acting, my powers and the 
other issues concerning powers of attorney, and pursuant to the provisions of article 155 of the Code of 
Civil Procedure, I am hereby listing and producing the following documents to the Notary before whom 
this power of attorney is being signed and I am asking her to list them in the respective note: ONE: 
Certified copy issued by the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the 
Seventh Judicial District dated the twenty-third (23 14 ) day of October, 1956, of the entry in Companies 
Register No. 1, containing the original Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of C.A. FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA (now known as BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA CA.). TWO: 
Certified copy issued by the First Commercial Register for the Judicial District of die State of .... 
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(Back of Page Four) 

(Hand written) No. 61 

(Three stamps with illegible signature and initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Four partial stamps down right margin - illegible) 

(Seal) 

. . .Third Notary Public. . . 

Carabobo, on the twenty-fifth (25 th ) day of November, 1992, of the entry in Commercial Register No. 34, 
Volume 16- A, containing the Minutes of the Extraordinary Shareholders’ Meeting held in lieu of an 
Ordinary Meeting on the nineteenth (19 th ) day of November, 1992, at which it was agreed, among other 
things, to change the name of the company to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. 
THREE: Certified copy issued by the First Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo dated the twenty-seventh (27 th ) day of January, 1995, of the entry in Companies Register No. 
46, Volume 6-A, containing the minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting held on the 
twelfth (12 th ) day of December, 1994, which sets forth my appointment as President of the company. I 
am also asking the Notary Public to come to and appear at the company offices for the granting of this 
power of attorney. Valencia, on the date of the authentication hereof. 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Three stamps at bottom of page - two cancelled) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Fiscal Receipt Stamp) 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of Finance 

Name of Applicant 

Identification Number Dat e 

For Legal Basis 

H-91 1310203 
1000 ONE THOUSAND 
BOLIVARS 
(T wo stamps superimposed) 
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(Four Partial Stamps down left margin - illegible) (Handwritten) Five (5) 

(Hand written) sixty-two 

(Four stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Initials and signature superimposed - illegible) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA. Valencia, on 
the thirtieth (3Cf h ) day of January, nineteen hundred and ninety-six. 1 85"’ year of Independence and 1 36 lh 
year of the Federation. The foregoing document, which was prepared by attorney FRANCISCO 
VELASQUEZ ARCAY, who is registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under number 54892, 
was submitted for authentication and return, as per Form No. 243271, dated: January 30, 1996. The 
grantor thereof was present and stated that his name was: ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, acting in his 
capacity as President of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., being of age, domiciled 
in Valencia, a citizen of Venezuela, marital status: married and holder of identity card No. 6.297,265. He 
read the document in the presence of the notary and stated: “The content thereof is true and correct and 
the signature appearing at the bottom of the instrument is mine.” The Notary therefore declared it to be 
authenticated in the presence of witnesses: MARIELA JIMENEZ AND ESTHER DE CESAR, holders of 
identity cards Nos. 10,737,912 and 395,502, and she inserted it in the book of authentications maintained 
by this Notary’s Office under No. 28, Volume 11. The Notary states for the record that she examined and 
returned BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.’s entry in the Companies Register, which 
was originally inscribed in the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the 
Seventh Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on October 23, 1956, under No. 1. Also, the Notary 
went to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.’s premises in this City at 10:15 a.m. for 
the execution of this document. 

THE NOTARY 
(Stamp - illegible) 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUED A DE HOUTMANN 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC GRANTOR 

IN AND FOR VALENCIA (Signed) (Illegible) 

THE WITNESSES.- 
(Two signatures - illegible) 

(Three cameled stamps across bottom of page) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Sea!) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Back of Page Five): 

(Hand written) (62) 

{ Three stamps across top of page) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
(Signature and initials superimposed - illegible) 

(Four Partial stamps down right margin) 
Republic of.... 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public..... 

(Hand written) The undersigned Notary hereby certifies that the foregoing power of attorney was replaced 
by citizen Ram6n J. Alvins Santi, and the exercise thereof is restricted to the following individuals: 
citizen Diego Buatillos Beiner, Hemy Torrealba, Mario Calosso, Josd Henrique D’Apollo and Gabriela 
Nuhez Marquez, pursuant to a document signed in the presence of the 8 th Notary, now the 4* in and for 
the Municipality of Chacao in the District of Miranda, under No. 45, Volume 96, date: December 11, 
1996. 

THE NOTARY, 

(Stamp - illegible) 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Three cancelled stamps down middle of page) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Four partial stamps down left margin) (Hand written ) Six (6) 

(Illegible) 

... Jb and for Valencia 

( Three stamps across page) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
(Signature and initials superimposed on last two- illegible) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

( Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. THE UNDERSIGNED, ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, THIRD NOTARY 
PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO, CERTIFIES: That I have compared the photocopy consisting of three (03) .... sheets of usable 
paper and that it is a true and correct copy of the Document inserted at fids Notary’s Office during the year 1 996 , 
under No. 28, Volume 11.... that said copy was made by citizen: SULEIDA NOGUERA,- •••>, of age. Holder of 

Identity Card No. V-5, 622,001 a (legally) competent person who is authorized by me to do so and who, 

together with me, is signing this Certification and each one of its pages. That said copy is issued at the request of 
the interested party and by Decree of this same date, which are inserted below: Citizen: Third Notary Public in and 
for Valencia. In her office. I, AN OFFICER OF BAKER & McKENZIE of age, holder of identity card No. 

///////////, am requesting a Certified Photocopy of document No. 28 Volume 11 from the Books of 

Authentications maintained by this Notary’s Office dated January 30, 1996 In Valencia, on the TWENTY- 

FIFTH (25*) .... day of tie month of: MAY .- TWO THOUSAND. The Applicant (signed) Illegible. 

Republic of Venezuela. Office of the Third Notary Public in and for Valencia. Valencia, May 25, 2000, for this 
purpose, in compliance wife the provisions of Article 120 of the Public Records Law. Citizen: SULEIDA 
NOGUERA ...» of age. Holder of Identity Card No. V-5,622,0001 .... is appointed to perform the photocopying and 
sign each of the pages together with the Notary (signed) ROSE RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, THIRD NOTARY 
PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF 

CARABOBO... Valencia. On the TWENTY-FIFTH (25*) .... day of the month of MAY.- TWO 

THOUSAND. 189* year of Independence, and 140* year of the Federation. 

THE NOTARY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
(Stamp) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

THE APPOINTEE. - 
(Signed) (Illegible) Noguera 
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(Back of Page Six): 

(Two stamps with illegible initials) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Four partial stamps down right margin) 

Republic at 

(Seat) 

Third Notary Public 

THE UNDERSIGNED NOTARY certifies that 
she reviewed and returned Form 16, No. 1404773, 
paid at Corporate Banking on May 26, 2000 
issued by the MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
THE NOTARY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RVEDA DEHOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PVBUC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Four stamps down page, three cancelled) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

OFFICE OF THE THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
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(Hand written) Sewn (7) 


(Four partial stamps an left - illegible) 


(Back of Page Seven) 


(Cancelled stamp in middle of page) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 

(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 
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(Hand written) Eight (8) 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, LOS 
GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO 

Valencia, August 1 7, 2000. 

189® year of Independence and 141” year of the Federation 


This petition has been received. It is ordered that distribution be waived because the urgency of the 
matter has been stated under oath. It is ordered that it be admitted and a file opened therefor. It is ordered 
that all of the time needed be set aside, and that the Court be transferred and called into session at the 
location indicated in this petition so that the requested JUDICIAL INSPECTION may be conducted. 


(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 
(Seat) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 

PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signed - illegible) 

DR. RAFAEL E. CASTILLO H. 


CLERK, 
(Signature- illegible) 
ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS SANZ 


Admitted on this same date under No. 3370 and complied with as ordered. 


CLERK, 
( Signed) (Illegible 


(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 
(Seal) 


LOS GUAYOS, N AGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 


(Back of Page Eight is blank with a diagonal line across it) 
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(Three partial stamps down left margin - illegible) 


(Hand written) Nine (9) 


At eleven o’clock in the morning (11:00 a.m.) today, the seventeenth day of August, in the year 
two thousand, the Court, having first set aside of all of the time needed, was transferred to and 
called into session at the National Guard’s located in Manongo in this city of Valencia, State of 
Carabobo in order to conduct the Judicial Inspection requested by attorney Francisco Jesus 
Velasquez Arcay, Venezuelan Bar Association Number 54,892, legal counsel, as set forth in the 
power of attorney attached to this petition of Bridgestone Firestone Venezolana, C.A., formerly 
known as C.A. Firestone Venezolana. When the location was reached, citizen Alfredo Datera, a 
citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of identity card No. 6,233,492 was subpoenaed for purposes 
of the Court’s mission; he stated he was an officer at the Command Post at which the Court had 
been called into session, with the rank of Corporal Second Class. For better advice on this 
inspection, the Court agreed to appoint an expert photographer and an expert mechanic, and to 
this end, it appointed citizen Jeluhet Jezar Houtmann Rueda, a citizen of Venezuela, holder of 
identity card No. 13,236,378, and David Goncalves Malpica, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, 
holder of.... 
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(Back of Page Nine) 

(T wo partial stamps to right - illegible) 

identity card No. 11,084,574, who, both being present, accepted the assignment, and stated under 
oath that they would properly and faithfully fulfill the duties inherent therein, who [the 
photographer) then took the photographs with a camera that she produced for examination by the 
Court, Make: automatic Polaroid 636 Close Up, which, once certified will be added to this 
inspection so as to form part thereof. The Court then went on to conduct the requested Judicial 
Inspection, and being duly advised by the expert who had been appointed, stated for the record as 
follows: Item ONE: It stated that it was called to session at the National Guard Command Post at 
Mafiongo in the city of Valencia, State of Carabobo, where there was a vehicle, Make: Ford, 
Model: Explorer, type: synchronic 4x2 , color: navy blue plates: GAU 77E. Item TWO : The 
Court stated for the record that the vehicle was fitted with four (4) tires, one on each of its rims. 
Item THREE : The Court also stated for the record that the front right tire on the inspected 
vehicle was: Make: Goodyear Wrangler RT/S, type: LT235/75R15, serial number DOT- 
PBHL2ACA 1700; the front left tire is: Make: Goodyear, Wrangler RT/S, type LT235/75R15, 
serial number not visible; the rear right tire is Make: Goodyear, Wrangler RT/S, type: 
LT235/75R15, serial number DOT PBL2ACA 1700; and the rear left tire. Make: Goodyear, 
Wrangler RT/S, type LT235/75R15, serial number DOT PBL2ACA 1700.- Item FOUR: The 
Court, being duly 
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(Three partial stamps down left margin) (Hand written ) Ten < 1 0) 

OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

advised by the expert, also stated for the record that the front left tire had a gash in the side and 
the rear left tire showed signs of being hit upon impact but it was still inflated; the front right tire 
was in good condition as was the rear right tire. With regard to the tread on each of the tires 
mounted on the rims of the vehicle, the Court noted that these treads were in good condition. 
Item FIVE: The Court ordered photographs to be taken of each of the tires mounted on each of 
the rims of the inspected vehicle, with the camera described above; the photographs were 
ordered to be added to this inspection so as to form a part thereof. Item SIX : The Court ordered 
photographs to be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle with the camera 
described above; these photographs are being added to this inspection. Item SEVEN : The Court 
stated for the record that the vehicle’s bodywork had dents in the roof, hood, front and rear 
mudguards, frames of the windows, and also in the vehicle doors, windshield and the door 
windows were shattered. At this point, the petitioner intervened and exercising the right to speak 
he had reserved, 
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(Two partial stamps to right - illegible) 
the attorney asked that a statement be placed on the record as to the vehicle’s mileage and the 
make and type of the tire that was inside the inspected vehicle. The Court agreed to his request 
and stated for the record, upon being duly advised the expert who had been appointed, that the 
mileage on the inspected vehicle was 40.014 kilometers. The Court also stated for the record, 
upon being duly advised by the expert, that inside the vehicle there was a tire. Make: Goodyear, 
Wrangler RT/S, type LT 235/75R15.- That is all.- The Court concluded its mission at 12 p.m. 
midday and decided to return to the Courthouse. Completed, read and signed by the undersigned, 
being in agreement therewith, except for the subpoenaed party who had to discuss it. 
Amendments: National Guard, Wrangler, not visible.. All “OK”. 

THE PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

DR. RAFAEL E. CASTILLO H. 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 

(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 

The subpoenaed Party, 

Refiised to sign 

Expert Photographer, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Expert Mechanic, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Petitioner, 

(signed) ((illegible) 


ACTING CLERK, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
(Stamp - illegible) 
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(Hand written) Fifteen (15) 

(Partial stamp) 

OF VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

( illegible) 

.NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 

DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 


Since this petition has been complied with, it is returned to the petitioner with the results, 
consisting of fifteen (15) sheets of paper, on this eighteenth day of August, in the year two 
thousand. 


CLERK, 


(Signed) (Illegible) 
ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS SANZ 


(Two illegible stamps in left margin) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
■No. 3370, dated August 17, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered GAU-77E, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my . knowledge, ability and belief. 



Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 7th day of 
February, 2001. 


[Seal] 


Maury Margaret Scharrer 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


My commission expires:. 





Maury M&garct Sctems 
MY C0MWSSKW # CCS60W7 EfflRES 
August 24, 2D&^ 

B0WE5 THRU TO* K3UWKZ, WC 
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PODER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICTION CIVIL 


SOLICITUDES 

A R C H I V 0 


SOLICITANTE ESI yRJptCT gpO J$SpS V SLA3QD BS ARCAI 


MOTIVO ..XBSJffiMIQH... JUDICIAL. 


JU2GADO ,.C.U.Ani.O...DI.HUjJICIPIO 


FECHA DE ENTRADA: Dia 1 1 Mes 


03 


2000 


FECHA DEVOLUCION: Dla 


Mes 


Ano 



C - 22 
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Ciudadano 

*r — 1 

JUEZ CUARTO DE LOS MUNICIPIOS VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, LOS I 

Z [_ j 2 

:GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 

3 j _j s 

JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO CARABOBO 

4 I 4 

: Su Desoacho . : r 


Yo, FRANaSCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolano, mayor de edad. 


domiciiiado en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 


7,121.658, abogado en ejercicio, inscrito en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 


54.892, procediendo en este acto en mi caracier de apoderado segiin se evidencia 


■ de instrumento poder que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE 


FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., compania anonima antes denomtnada C.A. 


FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo 


el Juzgado Segundo de Primera instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la 


Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre 


de 1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas enun solo cuerpo segiin consta de 


Acta de Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita por ante el 


Registro Mercantil Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en 


fecha 29 de cnero de 1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8- A, ante usted respetuosamente 


ocurro y expongo: De conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Cddigo de 


Procedimiento Civil y 1.429 del Codigo Civil, juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la 
. habilitacion del tiempo necesano de este honorable Tribunal, y en consecuencia se 


obvie el requisito de la distribucidn, con el fm de que el Tribunal se traslade y 
constituya en la direction que oportunamente le senalare, a fin de dejar constancia 

-24 - — 


por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulares siguientes:- 


PRIMERO: De la presencta en e! lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 


J™ 

_J 16 
>6 
—I 17 
. 18 
18 

_ 20 
- J 21 
-1 22 
; 23 
. 24 
.. 25 


Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer y el Tipo, Color y Piacas, 

’ que'presenta'ei vehiculo mspeccionadb. — — — — — — ~ 1 — — - — 

1 SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene cuatro (4) cauchos instalados 
*° “en cada uho de sus fines. . — 2 — J 
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TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 

cada uno de los lines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

CUARTO: De las condiciones generates de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de 

los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. 

QUINTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno 

de los rtnes del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se 

encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEPTIMO: Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la 
carroceria del vehiculo. 


De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de senalar en su 

debida oportunidad. 

Solicito de conformldad con los articulos 472 y 475 del C6digo de Proceeimiento 
Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la 
reproduction fotografica de los hechos anteriormente especificados y de cualquier 
otro que expresamente me reservo senalar en la oportunidad de la practica de dicha 
inspeccion judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practico fotografo y un 
practico mecanico. Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que deje constancia que las 
referidas fotografias tueron realizadas en su presencia, y que son reproducciones 
fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente inspeccion judicial, para 
lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta i 

Inspeccion Judicial. 

Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea devueita en 
original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que espero en Valencia, en la fecha de su i 
presentacion. | 
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hSbil y titular de la c4dul« de idantidad Ho. 


6.297.265, procadiando an >i cartetar de praaidente de BRIDGESTONE 
F irestone VENEZOLANA, C.A., eooieded mercantil domicil lade an la 
ciadad de Valencia, E.tado Carabobo e inacxita originalmente per 
ante el Regietro de Comexcio qua llevaba el Juzgado Segundo de 
^Primers Instancia an le Civil y Mercantil de la sdptima 
V^unscxipclSn Judicial del E.t.do c.xabobo en fecha veintitrSs 
,i-2 3-)j de octubx. de 1956, bejo el No. 1, pox el preaente documento 
dec|yro. Quo mi xepxeeentada confiere podex anplio, bastante y 
- t ^^^ 0ieI ' <: ' ' r - dexecho ee xequiexa y sea neceeaxio, a los 

abogados en eiercicio, HUMBERTO J. BRICEflO, HENRY TORREA1SA 
LEDESMA , JOSE H ENRIQUE D'APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS 
PIMENTEL HENRIQUEZ y FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venexolanoe, 
mayoxes de edad, habile. en dorecho, titular., da lee cedulos de 
identidad Noe. 3.967.563, 3.661.025, 7.308.173, 6.645.624, 

6.622.699, 10.335.670, 9.879.275, 7,139.825 y 7.121.658, 

- >tj* ? ' ctiva,><!nt; * » inecritos en el INPREA80GAD0 bejo los Nos. 

ft^.46, 11.568, 19.692, 26.304, 32.501, 54.502, 48.338, 55.660 y 
54.892, tambidn respectivementei domiciliado. los ocho pxiaexos de 
los .nombxedoe en la Ciudad de Carataa, Dietxlto Fedexal y el 
Sltimc de loe noobxadoe en la Ciudad de Valencia, Eatado Caxabobo, 
para quo actuando con 3 uota c eapaxadamente, representen y 
sostengan loa derechoe, accionee a intareaee de BRIDGESTONE 

^RESTORE VENEZOLANA, C.A. , tod. «... d. eeunto. judici.les o 
extxajudicialee en qu. Bee parte, pox ante eualquier pereona, 
pu.tli ; ca o privada, par ante cuelquler entided judicial o 
idaijfy.tratlva de caxSctex nacionai, aetadal, dietxital o municipal 
vbMidvibb bomp.teneia, oxd.n o juri.dicciSn, incluyendo pexo 

<y\> SL^- ~T'Ak. 
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Wr <V'lA4W y & Vi 

si* loa Tribunals* de Primers tfo ( 


Segunda Instancia, de Distrito o da Hunicipio, Corte Suprema de .*y 
JuBticia, Corte Primera an lo Contencioso Administrative, 

Tribunales Superiorea en lo Contencioso Administrative, Tribunales 
Superiorea en lo Contencioao Tributario, Tribunales en lo 
Contencioso Administrative, Tribunales Pennies, Tribunales del 
Trabajo y en fin, por ante todoe loa organismoa, tribunales, 
despachos, autoridadea y/o funcionarios de carficter public© 
privado. En el ejercicio del preaenta poder loa prenombradgs . 
apoderadcs estln facultadoa para intentar y/o contestar toda c *i^ e 
de demandaa, reciamoa, procediaientoa , incidencias ' 
reconvenciones r alegar, oponer y/o contestar defenaae y cues tioxv^jV; , 
previasi hacer citas de saneamiento y/o de garantia* conveniti 
desiatiri transigiri renunciar a acciones o derechos y dejar de 
ejercerlos si asi fuere convenientei solicitar acumulaci6n de autos 
o de acciones i diferir actosi suspender, ejercer, reclamar y 
renunciar lapsos y recursost recusari demandar la nulidad y la 
reposici6n cuando fuere necesario o conveniantei apelari ocurrir de 
hechor promover cualquier medio de prueba y oponerse a la admi.BJ.6n 
de los mismos e intervenir en todos loa trimites e incidencias de j 
bu evacuaciom solicitar y tramitar cualquier msdida preventiva o.|‘ 
ejecutiva cuando as£ fuere necesario o convenient® u oponerse a las 
miBmau e intervenir en cualquier otra incidencia que pudier*^. 
presenters ® t incoar tereerlasi tachar y/o desconocer toda clase de 
documentosi tachar testigosi hacer ceeiSn do bienesi pedir 
rendicifin de cuentaai proponer acciones petitorias o confeeorias de 
la especie que fuereni darse por citado o notificadoi recibir y 
entregar cantidades de dinero que le gltimamente ae adeuder, .. 
otorgando y exigiendo los correspondientes reciboa y f iniquitosi 
disponer de los derechos en litigioi solicitar e intervenir r da 
% procedimientos de reaate, a tales fines hacer postures y ad^u.ifji 
en actOB de restate? otorgar cualesquiera fianzes y oauci^ei,^ 
requeridas por alguna Corte o Tribunal! oponerse a cualquier clas« 
de f iancee »**sproaetti e« 4«rkitro* arbi trader es y/t 
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f • ' 



\ 

; i A 

SxM.;troB de derechoj 

" %- ' ' *A/ ' 

'i®^ 0n£tituir &sociado *» o Iob juicios en todas ,.sus 

instanciaa, incidenciaa y trfimites y ejercer todos Iob recursos a 
qu« hubiere lugar ( tanto Iob ordintrios coao Iob extrsordir, arioe da 
caaaciSn o invalidaci6n / iniciar y desistir del juiclo de aa\paro» 
proaover y absolver posicionaa jur&das* promover quejas y querellas 
y desistir de ellas> y en general, hacer todo cuanto fuere 
necesario o convenience para la nejor defense de los derechos e 
'inXeresas de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. Dejo conatancia 
'gue ,las facultades aqul conferidaa aon meramente snunciativas y no 
ta^etivaa y qua los apoderados aquS instituidos est&n facultadas 
su stituir el presente poder en personas o abogados de su 
confianza, con todas o algunas de las facultades anterioraiente 
senaladas , con reserve o no de su ejercicio. Este poder no revoca 
ni deja sin exocto ningun otro poder otorgado con anterioridad por 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. A fin de dejax constancia 
de la existencia legal de ni repreeentada, del car&cter con que 
actuo, de mie atribucionas y de Iob dem£s partlculares relatives a 
poderes, y de conformidad ecu lo previsto en el artaculo 155 
Cfidigo de Procediaiento Civil, enuncio y exhibo en este acto 
^al ^ifotario ante quien se otorga el present* peder, solicitSndole 
' bb £$ b irva hacor constar an la nfita respective, los siguientes 

K *$y 

yfbcunentosi PRIMERO > Copia certificada expedida por el Jurgado 
Segundo de Priwera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la SSptima 
CircuRBcripcion Judicial en fecha veintitrSs (23) de octubre de 
1956, del asiento Regietro de Comercio No. 1, contentivo del 
Document© Constitutive Estatutario original de C.A. FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA (ahora denominada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, 
■C.A. } SEGUNDO i Ccpia certificada expedida por el Regietro 
Wrcantil Pxitnero de la CircenBcripci6n 


Judicial 


del Estado 
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1 REPUBLIC* Df^ VENEZUELA ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTWANN. KO^TlfHtDWeLlCO TERCERO DEL- j 
jWUNICTPIflVu^^l^^ENCXA DEL ESTADO CARA80B0, QUXCN SUSCRJ 8 E CERTIf XCA * — \ ? 

3 'Qua ha confronted!} la Copia fetostitica constant* d»t TRES ( 03 ) •«•••» foliosj 3 
4 iutil*a, quo aa traalado rial y axaeto dal Qocunanta inaarto an asta Notarla, j 4 

6 jdurente al ARoj 1,996.*,..* bajo cl NB 28.....,., Tomot 11 B ..,, qua dicha C Q, 5 

0 pi* fud reaiizada por la Ciudadani » SULEIOA NOGUERA.- mayor da edad, Tl-j 0 

7 jtui^r da la Cddula da Idantidad N B V-S.622.0D1.,,,,, paraona capaz, ftutoriza 7 

8 .da 'por *£ para hacarla y quirfn junta conmig© auacriba la preaant# Cartlfica-ja 
u ci^/i y cida una da sue pdginaa. Qua dleha Copla aa explda a aolieltud da paf|j 

J0 : ta intaraaada y Dacreto da aata niama facha, las cualss a contlnuaeidn aa ijn tt3 
u .aartani Ciudadanoi Nofcario Publico Tarcara da Valancia, Su Daapacbo.- Yo,,,,-,, 
12 OfC, BAKER & ITCKENZIE .nayor da adad. Titular da la Cedula da Idantidad » Iy 
};) N® /////////////// solicit© Copia fotoatdtica Cartlficada dal Documanto N»- K} 


28 . 


» To«o 1 11B »•»••• .pa lo* Libroa da Autentlcaeionaa llavados por a a*. J4 

i 

ta Notarla an facha* 30-01-96.- En Valencia, a Iasi VEINTXCINCO (25)..,) iy 

MAYO •- dal DOS MIL* El Soleitanta* (fdo.) Ilagible.i ie 


t ^>di8 8 del me a da* 


n Rrpupliea da Vanaxuala. Notarla Publics Tarcara da Valencia. Valencia, 25— 1 17 
]g 05*2,000. ....y a tal afaeto da conformidad con la aatablacida an al Ar—j 18 
}f> ferula 120» pa ie Lay da flagiatro Publico, se deaigna a la Ciudadana t SULEI— j 10 




DA NOGUERA. 


.J. 


20 1 ur\ nuuutnai-i .mayor da adad, Titular da la Crfdula da Idantidad N® V- 
21 5.622.001. , . .para qua rialica la operaeidn da la Copla y auacriba ceda una»j j*i 
2Z -da las piginaa junto con la Notaria. (fdo.) ROSA RUE0A OE H0UTMANN. N0TARIO-j 2 2 
23 iPUBLICO TERCERD DEL MUN1CIP10 AUTON0W0 VALENCIA DEL ESTAD0 CARA8GBQ. Valen— j 23 

‘! 2'J 
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* v '6-l (j} J 


JU2GADD CUAPTO DE LOS MUNICIPIOS VALENCIA LIBERT ADOP LOS 
GUAY OS NAGUANAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA C1RCUNSCRICP ION JUDICIAL 
DEL ESTADO CARABOBO.- 


Valencia, 17 de ^osZo del 2.000.- 
l89o. y 141o 


Bov r«£cibida ) a presents kc *1 in tud* C.Jbv:«aa s - 
distribution par ser -jur-jda la del cacc. Daseh' 

antr-cla. Forniesp espedienfce. Hatn i j Lese todu *?» tiumpo 
fvjLcaario y arassladese y const 1 tuyass ol Tribunal en c *3 6 ) tio 
3 1 diced© en )« present*? sohcitud, a las fines de pr -»rxj car 
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. 'c ( 7 J 


Jkv'-v-o c&JJ aC/c,^ c/e_ O-J s-ti, C>4 — 

<Z-y< r ^Pu cd£ aj<-v c/o> J ? **.. 0^ - 

c*- o(e ^k. O';oo <4-’~/J -^H‘- J <- ** 

m- oC~ J^ao/o J2^ syULc&*z>e~'~t^^ /^- 

J&L 0^0 if COi*. ir^L-.^dyy *•> j2-^ ^sIaJ £-Ul £~/' s 0 ££<«. *< 

cl( \ ~d O cc<j c 

q !j^ j2*^Zl £*C"C< , / <a. c/ o(? ^/^4ttcc a. doai t- — _ 

^c ,/cr’ ^i8^«.6^ZL Vm-< _^k_ ^cW^-ef^-o^ 

jy^.toC ' C'V ^~/ ^JoQ- C*i. 0L o/ &- _^7 Lr * £'/ £C‘$0JJ£co/o 

CSeJeL* c£j /fr-cc-y^ _^y» ■^.■^hcycc/o /0-* S i /S9Z^ 

/<VV£ ^C~c o-<^l H> O. /*'■ /D^'a'Si”"/ 

cC(_ iQ-^-'t/tj ’U^'7jTt'C^ (J 2 <sL£-2j <£ 9 rf y 

CL^*^(j^P (D*'**?. C/b'L.e^ it/cci-l^. 

«•„ O'U.C*- l/i +2 (Z*^- •d' a^£*-o yA-tL- 0 £cc>h- o 0 Z. Ast- 0 ^iyL<- cu~i 

W— (?b- '* /aAs' c/ CLcJ CL+'L c '/)/'-' 

'"jy^clo /-JtQ'trt t, cP.e/^e.^tr/o.-oc^ „i,uciyo'L c& & yiUZczL — 

Jf<^L oU- $** <£-* oL^ U. ^ cdc^t^J &/«, c/ sl/ 13 6 23*2 , 

^n, ,t.(A. 6C <^. ' 7Z ■J-^K CL O ■Cecils & - 

6'& OC (. of o (?( o C -1 o(l. A^O~> £ O c^S( r cC~-<*. ,o { 0>'K.£>Af < _?£tc/ - 

ofs^ , C C -M. a^-V^ £ £^-*7 £7 

()sVt- ■{- yOC^'L.-^f (X6l,iJ^|. o fc^ O^t £i>-0t!-f&<. ^sOi^c/l^c/ ^ j£ ^/^ 

^6t-ccy 0 -v. * t z*4^Z. o 0 >(jI f Cs<~ u3c 'CkO 

_^j'^JLCc^C.o **- u yO<-*- c &-c*£\. Co t-rf f> f o y r-c*-^-TZ> 'j/ 

cisco /ue<?tf^ct? c/'/£>^i4. t ^v*u y^y 


r 

U- /cr* t2sL.o<- c/t^t/cin.,} ^J-C^-*-^ ~f/o^cZ 

sOL '(CL*X. cy. /tL^i/u? £.(^ irCc^c ^ ^OOcc*yy 0\ £?b JZL£*/ccq/^ 

JiC£u4tisl_^ isLi /«_ (U-uCc^y^ sCcAcJZc: a/ccc/ ■*->> /3 - 23 A . 

'S^?<5 y" ^<11/41/ da <* c c*-f v e~* > c -^!J^-l Cc^- / 


■C< J . oyj c\ o 


oU. JL‘/c^J / dl tS-et>6.~{ 


£i d- -*odc 
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<2*-c**sr O sPJ^*0 r — 

C^' -UCfit- &OisUt* Ji*^£i. ^ 'p^(- ^'■ ^l 


Z%A.c/&.<^ (&* //' p£'f. 

0Ar€/P^£pP(i^< r i^ .u\, j&/ t 

Ipftrt / £?~> C/P/& X. 

-4C't<<-^ L ^'to' ! ’ ■ <p^4.c<£<-t *&<■'* &-»-//. ct-c/Zc. 

jtsLc*, *■- g/c /&* pf-c ' S'CL^L*' <*~7 tf OtZ* <, **■- £ «*- 

^-t'L S^C- <2-/ <■• — aC-^L CC^L C *'•■— /&/<. — 

SlcrC’o// £ 3 & 0 2-£ sU^fe Cf jft&O P^I<u--ia. aj/r--£ — 

(A- /*C oZL «e^~ ■" 

jfrCjCsC y yfttAsl*. (jf'lst-C ^in ^^iXe de S o<~ 

«-*****-.- ylt'To fi-e^coCof o P/ A<; £<**<. .y cd-ptZu^u^ 

Zk, tC04Ae\u .af O -jfo* r aP ^}AitcZZC Cv ^$-&ul' p e>&A^f)Me<. — 
//£> \~*jj2s\0 C&t/k. cx ~~ /l£ u~~x /c*— ^/i~y*^<?C'L,'0s£ L . c/ */>?(<*. 

P js( Jxj/ISi.. AmL* tA— cb- $ O O * c/Sft <- — 

&& c/P-'p *4sC tzp £^ c £ c? ^ s cc**+t 

Of <$* M^-L £L*f CS-OMU ecu. t>/o ofy /p^_ dlcC-i*^Lol<- p. /C^CC W t 

<J> <?£? c- £A- U o/*\- c>/ </< (/&-/%*•<- «**- £&/7ajo/<? — 

(l £,W J^b~Cr^—C> ^ Jisi*. Gpf CPP.6 *~/ fi~d J&tsL UsOlsi PtpZ-t/^CAX — 

^.y ; < Fcy-c/, /y£ o&Lfc, . p<lo'usi ; ‘ & ^b3y 

<3Cl/L C't’OA*P'<4* y &"/© r- (=> /$ U 

77^. r ^S><Zy^Oc<<.c/ 9 . "/Ct < 4*~<sistrt/' 001^ c^‘</l,l oCc*— 

<^U«JL 0zJi*Cv^U>) ^ ^ 

~-c*tx &////■*-./ o £Lc+*0 

~]# u-fs t.Qj . S-p cx^^w Aj-ii^- 

isU&ZZZ- e./ «• UAt-e/t O C&/a**A**t- cZrULC-t to •=’'£/ ■“ 

l/jA(W» ■ ja<! ■*A'<.‘AiCv- <Sev°/ 

Ma^jUc. Z-T/Z, PI 22S/PS/Z/S, ^a^Z)o/. 

"Z& fj P2- /)Cri /?OOj <£AA<.pl<* s44i-itto 

^ni^eu. ^«i/-i/e* r y ;i /^aujie^ 72~fy 'S j ~Z*~f>t> J-Tzssj 

Z^R-ZSy ( mm '^ c . ^cc*sL.i><ko sCj~'A*'Uo {Zl 

/bLt^lflo J^O A '/Ut^l'‘'~ £?oocZ- C /U-A-i ^ uOrXAijjAl /2- 7y Sy 

^ PT2-35-/J Sfr/5; y JXfrPfcUXJOl <*?&>!’' ' 

y x/ &a~u.P.o JZ ‘■’A-esi-o j^ia-cc Soft/ f i£ ~ c , 

VreuiAU , c -ZT/SfUf* /Tz,2*s/*- se/ff/^W 
&L7-4C4 /loo- - <tu.A-a O ; £/" 7W*~-/ fkPCsP — 
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J) /<->. (fc ) 




v “Z^-LaAL. £(&***. c*Cc 

-i~C Si CCsO- C^ jA £■ 


^ for frf ^jcUsx**' C o <?Uj 



C/" JZ-'/' J^SLCz<l^t ^ o/o fV-i**^ -- /■ »*— yL^cA- 1 - yy <S , ~/y<3~m yOtti 

fc> (j fi<~ sf~t «-v. <-c ^V*<- <j/c? . ~jZ^/ £ c*.'*.'t.t>6{ o 

C?(>Z (gL'£'lJC£Zl £> {?Q-y\y2. CtX-l tS Si £ -''- « .1— t>»--^-&--v-l— -?* Sc*- i, .jt’S^f r-*~. — 

oC U r O s -&~* J2—/‘ £ <J> y-fsfcS^-SG' c~ ^ tS-fs^L/S <~f- & - <£/0 - 

ZUyCCC^^Z~*S <U. ft*. yf tSi*-, £>{**. CP(f si O c/'tXOi,*.^ 4 o(f £'fX cf <n_ 

^ C*fjZ / (D C£-~l. C~) ✓(, /tt **77*-/ *c o/ </-> ,^y< ( s\ y^uc 4 .^ 

„ ^ t^gljb/' cze^fuf. e*~ o ■■Q*-/' f'Ut.'fi^^c & £ ot> uth.^ <yuv ^ zft’c 

^ +s4sqf?tZl</o > (^L*U..\^Tv . 1E*/^ cTlafots*..*-. / 0L f G OL^, * 

/ '.$* ^ * C *c/ yy*.# ptc S tH-c^c*. y 


^-Uu.,. 


■>-^/ a <- ^ *» ■«-V --/'> £>v-Tl ^ 

, SWT; £/> 


.v - *'<'& /^-f <£W<^/*v . c> y/" *> ''Z~tlst* % _js^ t - 

C-ty^f. o *-*L'4~\ &*<*.£*. z/*> f s i' 4.-C £&*&*■*: *•'**.< ^t V»<^£.». 

{*(-&/<!%- . y f 6.-C-C e^~Ct~7 /'}-( t7~7 <s-v_ 

U_ Ct, f-^- <r- <~i.'o-^ ^/>ow^„ 

■yt cd •y»t. v, w _Cc 4^ £ c~- 

yf)~t<s<SL Ci~-f (?/} C\^£* OX, /I? ■*'»-■£ <n— fc.'-'^L £~ C ^ £} f~ ■*-<— 5" 4^^ f tt* 

uf iL <-?*■■ L c* i_ (Jiuc^ i^-ot *-<L ti-^-" t - SC~*j-'~*l~*-^ — 

Cti ay li JC{.^v<; l .^-/ t 3 ■> _ 

y, v-^-7 £~' l ~ ^ ^ *J<S **~-p‘~C ' c— -, 

c-<_ £ / f ‘'^ --c ^c . ; >%-/3-t: c ch o _ - Jyc. y>~c-i - 

sjA^-O . ™Z'U, t£-tst*yc C^ijtK. f^-Ci V^Ut c>— /^v. (?O~Vl0 — 

«-?4_/ UZsi/^L. ^ Y^ uL ^-' — - fr^6c> ■ti'LC'A^c t^-7 J — / 

^^cf'X. Of ^i,i.Ci-t e/tLf-* t -*s<.yt f '} C&s/cc**-'~Xj---L- - 'J y* y-Oi eiCtSLf-'t v'J — 

S& /crz> C/yC&f^ ^ 

C>U-/ y?»tc.4 ^fi*' 3< .^ y yf sr> /s^cvCv.^ /«>C^ 

.sZ^'ZS&<y^£^ £ f'(SZ> M ^ (ErC’i. >< ;' / ^6 t _'X4,_ t ,' f > 

yZioCcc^: ^3^4-^ ^ ^U*-€C x^c^^z/o ^wc» y&c*~tU 


eu rs-o 

■~st- i t (y}(L*^Lrt C-i- C* 

.-T- l**tZ*AZ ' ■C**\-> 1 #— . i»^l. A. 
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oCl ^£. <?£yCL;-i'— 

Ci QisLo*/' ’&c~-c e*t, «— - cP^t-T Azs^Sf # 1 * 4 * <-cTT r “^’■-C j£/£-o**<L -*/*'~r : *eZ / ' 

C. *■•—' /-» </* ("4<- 's&~' *??<-' &&*/ £ tc*c*i~*^ti y>, 

£yC<-U. <£"£ WC-t*- r* X' 4 "'*- <2-^ — ^ I.I'C'-I^.^ iXZ/ iS&fru* — 

C^vi t? 'C't A*l^€.<Z.C*e- Cfi. «. <-^ ~ ’^t^-C-Oi «?»—?/ ^L-Ct-vt>t J>/V- — 

Q& i P CK. ^CTk.<*i*x* 4S i^f e*^/ / i) J)g>Tc. t>-J~ uZ J>{ *> f/' £ 0 tl 

C-c <*v &(aJPx*v>((X*c**4 ^^ Ct~*a~<L«3 a^ t*- o/a ~^/oa. ji*/ To tZ. -— 

Z o k/-£. ■&*•/' **x*'*'{ o x'/t* •"'«-*'»<' /t? — 

w <**i*u**‘ oCa. *T & O / *—/ /£Lj j/e>M*^Au. 

^JsO-CT> -■- cT/2~£t*0<^l„ '3-*-'*-'‘-<-' ■£**'/ &~. <?t?C*((TTt' 

CA^OC*? oy-fr-0 ( Q oLT ^l*t *oc^*UZ Co ^t>-U£ fU-v. - — 

^peZZZZ Z.A'ZZ't**- iri. C>Z/ CS jLJ-i*i. Z^/ a C-Oc&<*^-C,ZX V****. 

£a*~.*A» *C4-t &^'/^/ ti/rtmjA'i-, - 

12T/S,, I~/23Sj7£^/5 - Jo*/* . - — 

~~~T'Z^. *>-/ ip/c^. .^?t’-,~ £?pp i^c3o<~L £>/ "c'*~ /2 —£*l sCOOi.P~^ e y A* ®C£ ~~ 

0(2 slvs* iP/oce. &CcJ *6C'<4Zj>C<-'<?*Te.Z <y' &£e.cc<p£t. ' US -J? **-t " e *V. “” 
^^.c. halcTx. . - l fa o> j /L~<i ^ y C& i*ijUn.fi*i-'-t*, jut'A^u^ 

sUoCZ/Z <**-<S* -4fi« tZZOUi^ l & 6l & -t^y TT > 

(ZZ<A*cZ k. aZ) tic*, t? **,«-* ; *J-rUUj£c'l / A?& 6<A_ 

y*<t0. tir***' no 'isZt? , 

b I *$/ // 


|,a| ¥Z4i J H' gj* // 

OZuUu i/’ 


'ZjZ' /$ &C*c c 00 oT Oy 


<^£ *0 t?y c o\ j£*t ■'( t4*x . 
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\/dejIli3r^fo»jclente>s' pSy'ents^^sei^V 
■to *ai}$tt^ado parSSISi alioga^t^SRgpfJ 


r.REFUB^CA DF (VgJEZUHLA.? NGM|a PUB^A ' 1 TsjfeW BEVVA^piA'i-WS^ncia',. 

.entoi n§y#ntg^«ei4^ 

V&J0 136 s * El •nt»HS^s€oeumin^o 

C3 VELASQUEZ ARCAY, inscrito en el inpreabogado bajo el N&54B92, fue 
presentado para su autenticacion y devolucion, segun planilla Ne 243 
271, de fecha: 30-1-96. Presente su otorgante 'dijo llamarse: R^SENDO 
S. TERRADAS .actuando en caracter de Preside-te de BRIDGE ST CNR FIRES- 
TCNE V^tZfNLANA, C.A, mayor de edad, domiciliado en: \l ft! £ e * * 

de nacipnalldad ; ^ 8 W EZo JrfV # d e es -tado civil: 

y titular de la cedula de identidad N2 6.297.265. L eido el documento 
en pivp^encia de la notario expuso. n Su contenido es cierto y mia la- 
firma jdue aparece al pie del instrumento" . La Notario e*' tal virtud- 
lo cjjgiara a u tenticado en prese^cla de los testigos: MARI ELA JIMENEZ 
Y ESTHER DE CES®, titulares de las cedula s de identidad Nos:10.737, 
912 y 395.502, dejandolo inserio bajo el N2 ^ ^ . Tomo : jj de 
los libros de autentica clones llevados en esta notaria. La Notario- 
hace constar que tuvo para su vista y devolucion ^egistro de Comercio 
de BRIDGESTONE FIRESICNE VENEZOLANA, C.A, inscrita otiginalmente por- 
ante el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil- 
de lk.v^eptima Circunscripci on Judicial del Edo. Carabobo, en fecha :23 

V ^ 

de Octpbre de 1956, bajo el Ns»l,-Igua?rri£nte para el otorgamiento del 
pres^hte documento la Notaria se Tra slado y Constituyo en la Empresa- 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTaiE VENEZOLANA, C.A, de esta Ciudad a las;_/^li£*j 
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AR-99 No. 1816393 


i Ciudadano 


2 

JUEZ DEL MUNICIPIO MARINO DE LA CTRCUNSCRJPCION JUDICIAL 

3 

DEL ESTADO ARAGUA 

4 

Su Desoacho. 

8 


6 

Yo, FRANCISCO JESIIS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolano, mayor de edad. 

7 

domiciliado en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 

8 

7.121.658, abogado en ejercicio. inscrito en el INPREABOGADO baio el N° 

8 

54.892, procediendo en este acto en mi caracter de apoderado segun se evidencia 

10 

de instrumento poder que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE 

11 

FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., compafiia anonima antes denommada C.A. 

12 

| FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevb 

13 

! el Juzgado Scgundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil v Mercantil de la 

14 

j Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres 1231 de octubre 

18 

! de 1956, bafo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de 

16 

i Acta de Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita nor ante el 

17 

s . — 

Registro Mercantil Primero de la Circunscripcibn Judicial del Estado Carabobo en 

18 

: fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8- A, ante usted respetuosamente 

18 

ocurro y expongo: De conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 v 938 del Codieo de 

20 

Procedimiento Civil y 1.429 del Codieo Civil, juro la ureencia del caso. solicito la 

2t 

habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, v en consecuencia se 

22! 

obvie el requisito de la distribucion, con el fin de aue el Tribunal se traslade v 

23 

constituya en la direccibn que oportunamcnte le sefialare, a fin de deiar consfay^'j^ 

24 

por via de Inspeccion Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 

S5 

. . PRIMERO: De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 

3 

26 

Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer v el Tinn Pnlnr v 

27 

que presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

28 

SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene cada caucho instalado en cada 


uno de sus rines. 

30 

TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 
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31 

32 

33 

34 
38 


37 


3d 

40 

41 

42 

43 


43 

48 

47 

48 
48 
60 


61 

88 

63 

54 

85 

88 

87 

68 

69 

«0 

01 

OS 

S3 

04 


cada uno de los rings del vehfcuio inspeccionado.- 


CUARTO: De las condiciones generales de los cauehos instalados en cada uno de 


los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. 


OUINTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno 


de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado.——— 


SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se 




exicuentia el v^uiculo inspeccionado. 

37 

SEPTIMO: Se deie constancia de las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la 




canocena del vcniculo. - 


De cualcmier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de serialar en su 




debida onortiinidaa 

f * 

Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento 


C.ivil. en concordance con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la 


renroduccion fotoerafica de los hechos anteriormente especificados y de cualquier 


otro que exoresamente me reservo scnalar en la oportunidad de la pr&ctica de dicha 


inspeccion judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practico fotdgrafo y un 


nrScrico mecanico. Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que deie constancia que las 


Tttferirias fhtoerafias fueron realizadas en su presencia, y que son reproducciones 


fifties V exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente inspeccion judicial, para 


In dial solicito exoresamente que dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta 




Pi do nor ultimo, aue una vez evacuada la oresente solicitud. me sea devuelta en 

81 



— 


n, , 11 / in ii|, 


mrr a < Erm^mrmmmmmwwmf 


L U ~ 







80 


82 

63 

64 
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fcafesai 


•IMfclUM 


ROSENDO 8 . TERRADA5 , van.Eolano , . 8 . 4 / 4 . .at. 
domicillo, civilaente h*bil y titular da A. c<d»l. 4 . id.ntid.d So. 
6.297.265, procedi.ndo an ml cirleur de President. da BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., .ocl.d.d ». t c. n Ul do-l.Ul.d 8 .. 1 . 
ciud.d d. Valencia, Eats do C.r.bobo . in.crit. odjinsloant. por 
ante .1 Ragi.tro da Comarcio qua ll.v.ba ,1 jmqado s.qundo de 
•» 1 ° Civil y M.rcantii d. i« slptlm, 

i %«n»eripd«n Judicial dal Eat.do c.rabobo an fech. v.i.titrf. 
f M 3) *” octubr " 4* iS56, b.Jo .1 No. 1 , por tl praaenta docum.nto 
4 ^Uclaro, Qua ai rapraaantada eonfiar. podar aaplio, ba.tanta y 
sufiei.nt. cuanto an daraeho sa requiem y a. a nacaaario, a loa 
aboqados an ejarcicio. HUMBERTO J. BRICEflO, HEtiRY TORREALBA 
LEDESMA, JOSE HENRIQUE D'APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HDEN, CARLOS LUIS 
PIMENTEL HENRIQUEZ y FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, v.n.aolanoa. 
Biyore* da edad, hlbilaa an daraeho, titulara. da la. cSdulaa de 
Id.ntidad NO.. 3.967.563, 3.661.025, 7.308.173, 6.825.624, 


22.699, 10.335.670, 9.879.275, 7.139.825 


7.121.658, 


P ctlvamente a ln.crlto. an al INPREABOGADO bajo lo. Noa. 

6, 11.568, 19.692. 26.304, 32.501, 54.502, 48.338, 55.660 y 

2, tanbiSa reapectlvamoata 1 domicilladoa lo. ocho pria.roa de 
lo. nonbrado. an la ciudad da Caracaa, Diatrito Federal y al 
filtioo da lo. nembrado. an la eluded de Valencia, Eatado Carabobo, 
para qua actuando conjunta o .eparada.enta, repra.anten y 
ao.tanqan loa derachoa, aeclonaa a intaraaea da BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., an tod. cl... da ..unto. Judicial., o 
extrajudicial., an qua ... par**, por ante cualqui.r persona, 
^ publics o privada, por anta cualqui.r antid.d judicial o 
^ -^adaini.trativa da caricter nacion.l, a.tadal, di.trit.l o municipal 
% d * cu *lvuiar compatencia , ord.n o Juri.dicciSn , incluyando paro 


0y\'- SUP- T-Ak- 
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^Srbitro. do doroeho, ooUc^tSf^. t d'2fSPrSf S aegSn laTS^uidad, 
constituir a.oci.doa, s.guir .1 o loo' juicio. on tod., .ous 
iftfitanciss, incidencias y trSnitee y ejerc.r todo. lo. recursoo a 
quo hubiere iugar, t.nto loo ordinaries como loo extr.ordinarioo do 
casaciSn o inv.lidoei.Sn, iniei.r y dooi.tlr dol juicio de oop.ro, 
promoter y .boolv.r po.icton.. jur.d.o, promovor qu.j.o y querellas 
y desistir do olios, y on general, h.c.r todo cu.nto fuero 
.naee.ario o convenient, p.r. 1 . mejor def.no. de loo d.rochoo . 

W.ooo do BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VEHEIOLANA, C.A. Oejo conot.nci. 
' ^9K 1 *“ itCdlt.a.B aqu£ conferidoo son meraaente enunci. fives y no 
Aativa. y quo loo ftpoder.do. aqu£ inotituidos e.tSn f.cult.doo 
p«r. suotituir .1 presents podor en per.ona. o abogadoo de su 
confianra, con todas o algunaa do las facultadeo anteriormente 
toSaladas, con reoerva o no da ou ejorcicio. Bate poder no revoca 
ni deja sin efecto ningfin otro poder otorgado con anterioridad por 
BRIDGESTONE 7 IRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. A fin d. d.j.r con.tancia 
de la eriotencia legal do mi representada , del coricter con quo 
^.ctSo, do mis atribucione. y de loo demis particular., relative, a 
podereo. y d. conformid.d con lc previoto en el artlculo 155 
^J.d?l CSdigo d. Procedi miento Civil, enuncio y exhibo en e.te acto 
ga aiJnotario ante quien se otorga el pro. ante poder, oolicitSndola 
^ sirva hacer constar en la not. reopectiva, lo. siguiento. 
docuaentos. PRIMERO. copia eertificada expedida por ol Jusg.do 
Sogundo da Primer. Inotancia en lo Civil y M.rc.ntil d. 1 . sSptima 
circunscripciSn Judicial en fecha veintitrSs (23) de octubre de 
1956, del aoiento Registro de Comercio No. 1, contentivo del 
Oocum.nto Constitutive E.tatutario original do c.A. FIRESTONE 
ve nezolana (ahora denomineda BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, 
^.A. ) B EGUN DO > Copia certified. expedida por el Registro 
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fc-RE«(BUC* D=- VaJEZUEIA.®onpft'H«qgA T=n«&i?T5rvMj»ciA. V/dYencia 

fcOd. nov^S^oventXseis. 

1^52 y 136s, El anterior dofBfifffito redactado por el abogado :.„FRANCI S 
CT VELA SOUS ARCAY, inscrito er. el inpreabogado bajo el H254992, fue 
presentado para su autenticacion y devolucion, segun planilla N2 243 
271, de fecha: 30-1-96. Presente su otorgante dijo llaraarse: R''S r T , D'> 
S. TERRADAS actuando en caracter da Preside-te de BRIDGESTONE F1RES- 
TCKE V HEZOLANA, C.A, mayor de edad, domiciliado en:__ l ffijULL^L 
de nacipoalidad : t/ £ >7 IZ> hi* 0 de estado civil: 

y^Mtular de la cedula de identidad Ne 6.297.265. L eido el documento 
^■nr-SjJresericia de la notario expuso. *' Su contenido es cierto y mia la- 
|®ma que aparece al pie del instrumento". La Notario e- tal virtud- 
lo declara a u tenticado en prese cia de los testigos: MARI ELA JIMENEZ 
Y ESTHER DE CESffl, titulares de las cedula s de identidad Nos:10.737. 
912 y 395.502, dejandolo inserto bajo el W _ Tomo : H de 

los libros de autenticaciones llevados en esta notaria. La Notario- 




dCIA. ViYencia 



hace constar que tuvo para su vista y devolucion “egistro de Comercio 
de BiUDGESTENE FIRHSTCNE V^IEZOLANA, C.A, inscrita originalmente por- 
ante el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil- 
de la Septima Circunscripcion Judicial del Edo. Carabobo, en fecha :23 


Octubre de 1956, bajo el Ne 1,-Igualmente para el otorgamiento del 
PS^ente documento la Notaria se T- as iad6 Y Constituyo en la Empresa- 
SRIDGESraiE FIRESTONE V31SZ0LANA, C.A, de esta ciudad a las: 1^' li ^. 


LA NOTARIO 



03 



826 





- — •' 

Segunda trivtitncia, de Distrito o de Municipio, Corta Supreoa de 


r ant® lo* Tribunal*# da Pri»«r« y^e 



Juatlcia, Corte Priaera en lo Contencioao Administrative, 
Tribunal*# Superior** *n lo Contencioao Administrative, Tribunal** 
Superior*# *n lo Contencioao Tributario, Tribunal** an lo 
Contencioao Administrative, Tribunal** Penal®#, Tribunal** del 
Trabajo y an fin, por ante todos loa organiamos, tribunal**, 
despachoa, autoridades y/o funcioaarioa d* caricfeer pSblico^^cf^ 
privado. En al ajercioio dal presente podax lo* prenoab^ 
apodarado* • •tin faeultados -para intentar y/o eonteatar toda 
d* deaandaa, reelaaoa, procedinlentos, incidencia* 
reconversion**, -alegar, oponar y/o contestar defenses y cusstione? 
previa* , hacer citaa de saneamiento y/o da garantla, convenir, 
desiatir, transigir, renunciar a acciones o derechos y dejar de 
•jercezloe si a*£ fuera convenient*, aelicitar acuaulaeiSn de autos 
o da acciones, diferir actos, suspender, ejarcer, reclamar y 
renunciar lapsos y recursos, recusar, denandar la nulidad y 1* 
reposicifin cuando fuera necaaario o convenient®, apelar, ocurrir de . 
hecho, prooover cualquiar medio de pruaba y oponerse a la • dmisft&n ff , 
de lo* aisnos e inttrvenir en todos lo* txAmite* e incidencioa, de^ 
su evacuaci&n, eollcitar y tramltar cualquiar medida preventive Wl£ 
ejecutiva cuando aa£ fuera nacaaazio o convenient® u oponerse a 
Bienne e lntarvenir en cualquiar otra incidencia que pudiera 
presenters*, incoar tercerXas, tacbar y/o desconocer toda clase de 
documentos, tacbar testigos, hacer ceaifin de bienee, pedir 

rendicifin de cueotai, proposer acciones petitoriae o confeeorias &9 
la especie que fueren , dazse por citado o notificado, recibir y 


1 


entregar cantidadea de dinero qua l*g£ti»am*nt# #e adeudeg 
otorgando y exigiendo lo# correepondientee reciboa y finiqu^tj^i 
disponer de loa derechos en iitigio, aolicitar e interve^ir 

\U 

. procedimieatoa de remat*, a tale* fines hacer postura* y 
en actoa de reaate, otorgar cuaiesquiera flansae y caucio^ 
requeridae por alguna Cort* o Tribunal, oponerse a cualquiar cla«* 
de fiances y/o oaucienea* cosyro»*tir en irbitros arbitrator*# y/#. 




1 

!*S» 
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J4 28 ••••••• f Jomot lorn Libroa da Autenticaeionea llavadoa por aa«j J4 

16 .ta No tar la an fachat 30-01-96 En Valencia, a loai 0IECI6CH8 <1B).**| 1C 

i Jftfea dal ■•> dal ** v0 -- dal D05 MIL. El Solcltantat (fdo.) Uagibla.j ie 

17 -jjtpublica da Venezuela. Notarla Publica Tarcera da Valencia. Valencia, 19-| 17 
' ®^"" 2 * C00, •••••• y a tal afacto da conforaldad con la eatablecide an el At-* 18 

19 It leu Is 120 8 da la Lay da Regiatra Publica. se daaigna a la Cludadana * SULE I— ie 
to i °* 8CGUERA.-. ...... aayor da adad, Titular da la Ctfdula da I dun tided N* V- to 


ti 5.622.001. .. p a ra qua realica la operacldn da la Copia y auacriba catfa una-| ti 

22 da lae piginaa junta can la Motarie. (fde.) ROSA RUED* 0E HOUTMANN. NOTARIO-j zz 

2 3 PUBLICO TERCERO DEL MUNICIPIO AUT0NQW0 VALENCIA DEL ESTADO CARAB0B0. Valen— | 23 
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/.. .GADG DEL MUNICIPIO SANTIAGO MAR fR3 DEL ESTADO ARAGUA . - 
TURMESD. VE1NTZCUATRO ( ZA ) DE ASDSTO DEL AF-IO 2,000,- 
AmOS 189o_ V i42o_ 

For re-cifoidet 1* presents solicatud presc-ntada par 
e3 Ha) ciudadano (&)i FRANCISCO JESUS VELA5GUE? ARC AY . quien es 
VeneroJano. mayor de ©dad, titular oe la C$dul* d© Identidad 
Nro. V-T. 121 ,65S, Abogado en ejercicio. Inscrito on el Inprea- 
Dpaatia pajo el Nro.54.892i, actuando en su caracter de Apoderado 
•Judicial de la Compact* BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., 
comp an x b Anonima antes denominada C.A FIRESTONE VENE20LANA . ~ 
Desele entrada y anotese en ei libro correspond ien te , en 
cmsect'encia. se acuerda reslirar el traslado v const itucibn del 
i r.ibunai al sitio que ihdique la parte actors. & los fines de 
crracti car Jnspeccibn Judicial a oue se contra© la presente 
solicitud. para lo cual se fijan la JZ13S- horas de la tarde del 



ei auto anterior,- 
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Eb el dia de boy, Veintieuatro da Agosto del Afio Doa Mil, aiendo- 
zv r t .cof'al'i'r.r c o '•sr- f ' *■ cS<- .1: 

las 12*50 boras de la tarda, previa la hsbilifcsoion del t tempo ns 
t: ■ ■. :jrr? C':'": M S^r' •: ro r c- ; 

cesario se trasladd y oonatituy6 el Tribunal en compaftis del ciu 

dsdano* FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, Titular de le C4dula da - 
identided No.7.121.658, abogsdo en ejercicio e inscsrifco ©o el In- 
preabogado bajo el No '.54*892, Apoderado Judicial de BRIDGE5T0NE- 
FIRESTOfe VENEZOlANA, ‘c.A*, compacts sn6nlma antes denoninada C.A. 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, a la siguiente direccidn* Carretora Neoional 
Turraero La Enerucijada, Frenta al Cementerio Estacio'narnlento Cen- 
tral 2000, a* los fines de practic sv Inspecoidn Judicial a que se- 
contrae la presente solicitud* Presente el ciudadano MlfiO FAGUN-” 
DSZ JONATHAN ALBE&T0, & quien el Tribunal le irapuso de la raisidir- 
del Tribunal y permit io el libre scceso al interior del Estaciona- 
miento Central 2*000„ En oste estado el Tribunal designs como prec- 
tico Meclnico al cfudademo GONSALVES MALPICA DAYS), Titular de la- 
C6dula de identidad No.ll, 08^.574* y como Practice Fotografo el - 
ciudadano OLIVO PARPACEN LUIS ARMANDO , Titular de la CSdulfi de i- 
dentidad No a 10 . 736*138, quienes estsndo rresentea jursron eumplir- 
bien y fielmente con loa deberea inherenfces a loa cargos a los - 
cusles fueron designadosu En este esfcado el Tribunal nasa a dejar 
constancia de los psrticulares contenidos en la present© solid— 
tud de 1 8 siguiente maneras AL PRTM5R0: El Tribunal deja constancia 
que el lugar do$de se encuentra const it uido se encuentre un vebicu 
lo Marcs 5 FORD, Modelo EXPLORER, Colors Vino Tinfco, Tipo: XLT ELITE 

Places* 0AT-57G* AL SSGUNPQt El Tribunal deja constancia que efecti 
I . ■ It : ■ J- ‘ ! . e t - 

vsisente el vebieulo inspeceicnado, tiene cuatro esuebos instalados 

uno en cada Ring. AL TBRCERO: El Tribunal deja constancia que le- 

Karca de los caucbos instalados en cada uno de los vines del vetai 

culo inspeccionado ea de los denominados GOODYEAR, el tipo Wrangler 

RT/s, P255/70R16, serial delantero izquierdo no visible, trssero- 

izquierdo DOTMKCON CHR* 76 00 , delantero derecho no visible, ‘trasero- 

dereeho DOTMKCONCHR2700, el ceucho de respues to aerial no visible. 

AL QUARTO* Si Tribunal deja constancia que loa doa oauohos delan 

teroe se observers en buen esfcado y desiaf iados, los dos treseros- 
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ee encuentran igualroente en buen estsdo e inflados, e iguelmente- 
la a bands a de rodamiento de los oustroa oauohos ae encuentran en 
buen eats do • XL yjINTOs El Tribunal deja conatancia qua ordend al 
experto fotografioo ae tomaran fotografias de loa esucbos insta- 
lados en ceda uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado, lo — 
cue la® realizfi con una centra POLAROID, 656 , CLOSEUP, de fotos - 
inetantaneas, las ouales ae ordenen agregar a Is presente solici- 
ted* AL SBXTO: El Tribunal deja constsnoie que ordenS al experto- 
fotografico se tomara fotografias de la carroeeris y de las condi— 

clones en que se encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado, lo cual se- 
' :c' •' . • 7 • ‘ 

realizfi con raisma camera antes identif icsda, por lo que el Tribunal 

aouerda agregar a la presente solicitud ddebas fotografias. AL SEP 
TIRO: El Tribunal deja conatancia con ayuda del praotioo designado 
que el vehiculo inspeccionado presente aboyaduras y dedcuadres en- 
el total de su extructura fisica, especielmente en la parte supe- 
rior ( teeho) a si como en el cepot y en la parte frontal del vehi 
culo. En este estado el solicitante heciendo uso del narticular - 
reservedo expone;" Solicito al Tribunal deje conatancia del kilo- 
metraje que nreeenta el vehiculo inspeccionado a si como de la mar 
ca y tipo y serial del caucbo de respuesto que presents el mencio- 
nado vehiculo e iguslmente se tome fotogrsfia del mencionado . ceu- 
cho de respuesto, es todo tr . SI Tribunal deja constancia con ayuda 
del prsctico desigedo que el kllometreje presentado por el vehiculo 
inspeccionado es 90.935# y que el ceucho de respuesto es uifiarcas- 
G00DYEAR, tipo i WRANGLER RTS, F255/70R16, serial no visible, asi- 
mismo se deja conatancia que se orden6 al experto fotografioo ae- 
tomaran las fotografias del caucbo de respuesto y se ordena agtegar 
a la solicitud* Por cuanto no existe ningune otrs diligencia que - 
practicar, el Tribunal aeuerda regreser a massed® ordiearia, es- 
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...GADO DEL MUN I C IP 10 SANTIAGO MARINO DEI ESTADO ARAGUA.- 
V 'JFi'MERO . VEINTICIJATRO (24) DE A605TO DEL AXO DOS 


Fvacuarfa Como ha side la 
st 8 * acuerda pn consBcuencis devol 
a la psrte sol i cj tan te . 



solieitud pc*r ste Tribunal, 
ve-r pr i n i ns ] con bus result as 



F.n pete m:.. sc>c- +erha •=? hire rf^n fn ordenpdo en 
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(Sea!) 

STATE OF ARAGUA 

(Seal) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: One hundred and ninety-two Bolivars (192.00) 

AR-99 No. 1816393 

Citizen 

JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF THE MARINO IN THE JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF ARAGUA 
In his office. 

1, FRANCISCO JEStJS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, 
State of Carabobo, holder of identity card No. 7,121,658, a practicing attorney, registered with the 
Venezuelan Bar Association ("INPREABOGADO") under No. 54,892, appearing herein in my capacity as 
legal counsel, as evidenced by the power of attorney attached to this petition, for BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a corporation formerly known as CA. FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, which was registered with the Companies Register that was maintained by the Second 
Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo, on the twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, the amendments thereto being 
assembled in one body of documentation as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General 
Shareholders" Meeting recorded in the First Companies Register in and for the Judicial District of the 
State of Carabobo on January 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8~A, hereby respectfully appear before you 
and state: In accordance with articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and article 1,429 
of the Civil Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set 
aside the necessary time, thus obviating the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred to and 
constituted at the address of which I will advise it in due course, in order to have the following items 
placed on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence at the iocation at which the Court is constituted of a vehicle: Make: Ford, 

Model: Explorer, and the Type, Color and Plates of the inspected vehicle. — 

TWO: As to whether the vehicle identified above has each tire fitted on each of its rims. — 

THREE: As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected 
vehicle. — — - — — — 
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FOUR: As to the general condition of the tires installed on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their 

tread. 

FIVE; That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle, 

SIX: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. 

SEVEN: That a statement be made on the record as to the general condition of the vehicle’s bodywork.— 

As to any other fact or circumstance that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. 

Pursuant to articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure* in agreement with the provisions of 
article 502 of same, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of die items specified above 
and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes 
place and that, to this end, an expert photographer be appointed, together with an expert mechanic. 
Furthermore, I would ask this Court to state* for the record that the said photographs were taken in its 
presence and that they are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection 

and I therefore expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. — 

Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been complied with* the original be returned to me 
together with the results thereof. . Trusting in the Court’s grace, in Turmero, in the State of Aragua, on the 
date of the filing hereof. 

(Signed) (Illegible) 
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(Four partial Stamps down left margin) (Fiscal Stamp) 

... Venezuela 20 BOLIVARS 

(Coat of Arms) Ministry of Finance 

..in and for Valencia 

(Stamp) 

Receipt No. (illegible) 

Notary: 

Fees: 

Authorized by : 

(stamped): PAID (Three Stamps) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC Republic of Venezuela 

IN AND FOR VALENCIA (Coat of Arms) 

(Initials) (Illegible) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Signed) (illegible) 

FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY 
ATTORNEY 

VENEZUELAN BAR ASSOCIATION NO. 54,892 

L ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, a resident of this city, in full possession of 
my civil rights and holder of identity card No. 6,297,265, appearing in my capacity as President of 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a commercial company domiciled in the city of 
Valencia, State of Carabobo, and originally registered with the Companies Register that was maintained 
by the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in and for the Seventh 
Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on the twenty-third (23 14 ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, 
hereby state: That the company I represent is granting a power of attorney that is as broad, adequate and 
sufficient as die law requires and is necessary, to practicing attorneys: HUMBERTO J. BRICENO, 
HENRY TORREALBA LEDESMA, JOSE HENRIQUF, D’APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTT, 
MARIA FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS 
PIMENTEL HENRIQUEZ and FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, all citizens of Venezuela, of 
age, legally competent and holders of identity cards Nos. 3,967,563, 3,661,025, 7,308,173, 6,845,624, 
6,822,699, 10,335,670, 9,879,275, 7,139,825 and 7,121,658 respectively, who are registered with the 
Venezuelan Bar Association ("INPREABOGADO") under Numbers 13,946; 11,568; 19,692; 26,304; 32,501; 
54,502; 48,338; 55,660 and 54,892, also respectively; the first eight of said attorneys being domiciled in 
the city of Caracas, Federal District, and the last one being domiciled in the city of Valencia, State of 
Carabobo, to act jointly or separately and represent and uphold the rights, actions and interests of 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. in any type of judicial or extra-judicial matter to 
which it is a party, before any person, whether public or private, and before any national, state, district or 
municipal, judicial or administrative agency or agencies under any other competence, order or 
jurisdiction, including, hut 

(Hand written at bottom of page) 

No. 28 -Volume 11 
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(hand written) No. (60) 

(Three stamps with initials and Four partial stamps down right margin) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

not limited to, the courts of the First and/or Second Instance, District or Municipal Courts, the Supreme 
Court of Justice, the First Court for Contentious- Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious-Tax Matters, Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Criminal Courts, Labor Courts and finally, before any agency, court, office, 
authority and/or officers of any public or private kind. The grantees named above are, when exercising 
this power of attorney, authorized to file and/or answer any kind of complaint, claim, proceeding, motion 
and/or counterclaim, allege, object to and/or answer prior defenses and questions, enter into commitments 
for remedies and/or guarantees, agree to, dismiss, settle, waive actions or rights and refrain from 
exercising them if appropriate; request the record on orders or actions; defer action, suspend, exercise, 
request and waive extensions of time and appeals, challenge, move for dismissal and reinstatement if 
necessary or appropriate; appeal, appear in person; produce any type of evidence and object to the 
admission of same and participate in all of the procedures and motions for compliance therewith, request 
and arrange for any preventive or executory measure if necessary or appropriate or oppose same and 
participate in any other motion that may arise; commence third party proceedings; strike and/or disavow 
all types of documents, strike witnesses, assign property, request accountings, move for petitionary or 
confessional proceedings of any kind whatsoever, be summoned or subpoenaed, receive and deliver any 
amount of money that is legitimately due and owing and issue and demand the corresponding receipts and 
releases, dispose of rights during litigation, request and participate in auctions, by bidding and purchasing 
at auctions for such purpose, issue any bond and guarantee required by any Court or Tribunal; object to 
any kind of bond and/or guarantee, settle at arbitration, with arbitrators and/or 
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(Fiscal Stamp) (Illegible initials ) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 

(Four partial stamps in left margin) 

....OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

...m AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Two stamps over fiscal stamp with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coa! of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

at arbitration proceedings at law, request rulings in equity, appoint partners, pursue lawsuits that have 
been commenced in all of their proceedings, motions and procedures and exercise any remedy there may 
be, whether ordinary or extraordinary, such as cassation or annulment, initiate and refrain from 
proceedings challenging the constitutionality of laws, propound and answer interrogatories under oath, 
file claims and small claims and refrain from making them, and in general, do anything necessary or 
appropriate for the' best defense of the rights and interests of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA C.A. I hereby certify that the powers granted and listed hereunder are merely for 
reference purposes and are not limitative and that the grantees appointed hereunder are authorized to 
assign this power of attorney to people or attorneys they deem to be trustworthy, with all or any of the 
powers mentioned above, with or without a restriction on die exercise thereof. This power of attorney 
neither revokes nor invalidates any other power of attorney previously granted by BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A. to order to certify as to the legal existence of the company I 
represent for the record, the capacity in which I am acting, my powers and the other issues concerning 
powers of attorney, and pursuant to the provisions of article 15S of the Code of Civil Procedure, I am 
hereby listing and producing the following documents to the Notary before whom this power of attorney 
is being signed and I am asking her to list them in the respective note: ONE: Certified copy issued by the 
Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Seventh Judicial District 
dated the twenty-third (23 Td ) day of October, 1956, of the entry in Companies Register No. 1, containing 
the original Articles of hcorporation and Bylaws of C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, (now known as 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.). TWO: Certified copy issued by the First 
Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of . . .. 
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( Hand written) No. 61 

(Two stamps with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

( Four partial stamps in right margin :) 

REPUBLIC OF 

(Coat of Arms) 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC. . . . 

Carabobo, on the twenty-fifth (25*) day of November, 1992, of the entry in Commercial Register No. 34, 
Volume 16-A, containing the Minutes of the Extraordinary Shareholders’ Meeting held in lieu of an 
Ordinary Meeting on the nineteenth (19*) day of November, 1992, at which it was agreed, among other 
things, to change the name of the company to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. 
THREE: Certified copy issued by the First dommercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo dated the twenty-seventh (27 li ) day of January, 1995, of the entry in Companies Register No. 
46, Volume 6-A, containing the minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting held on the 
twelfth (12*) day of December, 1994, which sets forth my appointment as President of the company. I 
am also asking the Notary Public to come to and appear at the company offices for the granting of this 
power of attorney. Valencia, on the date of the authentication hereof. 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Three stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal)) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Fiscal Stamp) 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of Finance 

Name of Applicant 

Identification Number _Date 

For • Legal Basis 

H-91 1310203 
1000 - ONE THOUSAND BOLIVARS 
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(Four partial stamps down left margin) 

..of Venezuela 
(Seal 

. ..in for Valencia 

(Two stamps) 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
(. Initials and signature superimposed - illegible) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA. Valencia, on 
the thirtieth (30®) day of January, nineteen hundred and ninety-six. 185® year of Independence and 136® 
year of the Federation. The foregoing document, which was prepared by attorney FRANCISCO 
VELASQUEZ ARCAY, who is registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under number 54892, 
was submitted for authentication and return, as per form No. 243271, dated: January 30, 1996. The 
grantor thereof was present and stated that his name was: ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, acting in his 
capacity as President of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., being of age, domiciled 
in Valencia , a citizen of Venezuela , marital status: married and holder of identity card No. 6.297.265. He 
read the document in the presence of the notary ands stated: “The content thereof is true and correct and 
the signature appearing at the bottom of the instrument is mine." The Notary therefore declared it to be 
authenticated in the presence of witnesses: MARIELA JIMENEZ AND ESTHER DE CESAR, holders of 
identity cards Nos. 10,737,912 and 395,502, and she inserted it in the book of authentications maintained 
by this Notary’s office under No. 28, Volume U. The Notary states for the record that she examined and 
returned BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.’s entry in the Commercial Register, 
which was originally registered with the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial 
Matters in the Seventh Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on October 23, 1956, under No. 1. Also, 
the Notary went to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.’s premises in this city at 10:15 
ut for the execution of this document. 

THE NOTARY: 

Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 

JH1RD NOTARY PUBLIC GRANTOR: 

N AND FOR VALENCIA (Signed) (Illegible) 

1HEWITNESSES.- 
T wo signatures - illegible) 

(Three stamps across middle of page) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Handwritten) 62 

(7 wo stamps with illegible initials and signature) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

( Four Partial stamps in right margin) 

REPUBLIC OF 

( Coat of Arms) 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 

The undersigned Notary hereby certifies that the foregoing power of attorney was replaced by 
citizen Ramon J. Alvins Santi, and the exercise thereof was restricted to citizens Diego Buatillos 
Beiner, Henry Torrealba, Mario Calosso, Jos6 Enrique D’Apollo and Gabriela Nuiiez Marquez, 
by means of an instrument signed before the 8 th Notary’s Office, now the 4 th , in and for the 
Municipality of Chacao in the District of Miranda, under No, 45, Volume 96, on December II, 
1996. 


The Notary, 


(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA »E HOOTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 


(Four fiscal stamps with illegible signatures and round ink stamps superimposed reading:) 


(Fiscal Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of Finance 

Name of Applicant 

Identification Number Date 

For Legal Basis 

H-98 3398129 

1000 - ONE THOUSAND BOLIVARS 
(Fiscal Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of Finance 

Name of Applicant 

Identification Number Date 

For Legal Basis 

H-98 3398130 

1000 - ONE THOUSAND BOLIVARS 


(Fiscal Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of Finance 

Name of Applicant 

Identification Number Dat e 

For Legal Basis 

H-98 6950811 

300 - THREE HUNDRED BOLIVARS 
(Fiscal Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of Finance 

Name of Applicant 

Identification Number Date 

For Legal Basis 

H-98 6950812 

300 - THREE HUNDRED BOLIVARS 
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(Four partial stamps in left margin) 

....VENEZUELA 

VALENCIA 

(Three Stamps two with illegible initials) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
( Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA.- THE UNDERSIGNED, ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, THIRD NOTARY 
PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF 

CARABOBO, CERTIFIES: That she has compared the photocopy consisting of THREE (03) sheets of paper, 

and that it is a true and correct copy of the^Document that was inserted at this Notary’s Office in 1996 under 
No. 28 ...... Volume 11..., that said copy was made by citizen SULEIDA NOGUERA. ...» of age. Holder of Identity 

Card No. V-5,622,001,,.., a capable person who is Authorized by me to do so and who, together with me, is signing 
this Certification and each one of its pages. That said copy is issued at the request of the interested party and by 
Decree of this same date, which are inserted below; Citizen Third Notary Public in and for Valencia. In her office, 
I, MARJORIE ROSSELL of age. Holder of Identity Card No. 12,606,141, am requesting a Certified Photocopy 

of Document No. 28 Volume; 11 in the Books of Authentications maintained by this Notary’s Office 

dated January 30, 1996. In Valencia, on the EIGHTEENTH (18 th ) day of the month of May.- 18, in the year TWO 
THOUSAND. The Applicant (signed) illegible. Republic of Venezuela. Third Notary Public in and for Valencia. 
Valencia, 5-18-2000 ..... and for this purpose, pursuant to the provisions of Article 120 of the Public Records Law. 
Citizen SULEIDA NOGUERA..., of age. Holder of Identity Card No. V-5,622,001, is appointed to perform the 
Photocopying and sign each of the pages together with the Notary, (signed). ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE 

STATE OF CARABOBO. Valencia.' On the EIGHTEENTH ( 18 *) day of the month of MAY.- TWO 

THOUSAND.- 189* year of Independence, and 140th year of the Federation. — 

THE NOTARY 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

THE APPOINTEE.- 

(Stamp) (Signed) (illegible) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF SANTIAGO MARINO IN THE STATE OF 
ARAGUA. TURMERO, THE TWENTY-FOURTH (24™) DAY OF AUGUST IN THE YEAR 2000. 


189*** year of independence and 142 nd year of the federation 


Having received this petition filed by citizen: FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, who 
is a citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of Identity Card No. V-7, 121,658, a practicing Attorney, 
registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 54,892, appearing herein in his capacity as 
Legal Counsel for BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. a corporation formally known 
as C.A FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, it is ordered that it be admitted and recorded in the appropriate 
book, consequently, it is agreed to transfer and call the Court to session anywhere the petitioner indicates 
in order to hold the Judicial Inspection requested in this petition, and 12:30 in the afternoon of August 24, 
2000 is scheduled therefor, having first set aside die necessary time. 

Provisional Judge, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

Republic of Venezuela 
In the Judicial District 
Of the State of Aragua 
(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipality of Santiago Mariflo 


Clerk, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


Complied with as ordered above on this same day. 


Clerk, 

(Initials ~ illegible) 
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At 12:50 in the afternoon today, the twenty-fourth day of August, in the year two thousand, the necessary 
time having been set aside, the Court was transferred and called into session, accompanied by citizen 
FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, Holder of Identity Card No. 7,121.658, a practicing 
attorney registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 54,892, Legal Counsel for 
BRIDGESTONE-FXRESTGNE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a corporation formerly known as C.A. 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, at the following address: Central 200 Parking Lot, opposite the 
Cemetery, on the Turmero-La Encrucijada National Highway, in order to hold the Judicial Inspection 
requested in this Petition. Citizen JONATHAN ALBERTO MXNO FAGUNDEZ was present and the 
Court subpoenaed him for the Court’s mission and he allowed free access inside the Central 2000 Parking 
Lot The Court then appointed citizen DAVID GON CALVES MALPICA, Holder of Identity Card No- 
ll, 089,574 as the Expert Mechanic and citizen LUIS ARMANDO OLIVO PARPACEN, Holder of 
Identity Card No. 10,736,138 as the Expert Photographer, they were present and stated under oath that 
they would fulfill the duties inherent in the assignments for which they had been appointed. The Court 
then made a statement on the record concerning the items set forth in this petition, as follows: ITEM No. 
ONE : The Court stated for the record that at the location at which it had been called into session, there 
was a vehicle, Make: FORD, Model: EXPLORER, Color, Wine, Type; XLT ELITE, Plates: GAT-37G. 
ITEM No. TWO : The Court stated for the record that in fact, the inspected vehicle had four tires 
mounted one on each rim. ITEM No. THREE : The Court stated for the record that the Make of the tires 
mounted one on each of the inspected vehicle’s rims was GOODYEAR, type. Wrangler R.T/S, 
P255/70R16, and. the serial number on the front left tire was not visible; the serial number of the rear left 
tire was DOTMKCONCHR760O, the serial number on the front right tire was not visible, the serial 
number on the rear right tire was DOTMKCONCHR2700 and the. serial number on the spare tire was not 
visible. ITEM No. FOUR : The Court stated for the record that the two front tires were noted to be in 
good condition and flat, the two rear 
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tires were also in good condition and were inflated, and also the tread on all four tires was in good 
condition. ITEM No. FIVE : The Court stated for the record that it ordered the expert photographer to 
take photographs of the tires mounted on each of the inspected vehicle’s rims, and these were taken with 
an instant photograph POLAROID 636 CLOSE UP camera; the photographs were ordered to be added to 
this petition. ITEM No. SIX : The Court stated for the record that it ordered the expert photographer to 
take photographs of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle, and this was done with the 
camera identified above, so the Court agreed to add these photographs to this petition. 1I EM No. 
SEVEN : The Court, with the assistance of the expert who had been appointed, stated for the record that 
the inspected vehicle had dents and misalignments all over its physical structure, especially on the top 
(roof), and also on the hood and the front part of the vehicle. At this point, the petitioner exercising the 
right to speak he had reserved, stated: “I ask the Court to state the mileage on the inspected vehicle for 
the record, and also the make, type and serial number of the spare tire the said vehicle has, and also that a 
photograph be taken of this spare tire, that is all”. The Court, with the assistance of the expert who had 
been appointed, stated for the record that the mileage showing on the vehicle was 90,935 kilometers, and 
that the spare tire was: Make: GOODYEAR, type: WRANGLER RTS, P255/70R1 6, the serial number 
was not visible, and it was also stated for the record that the expert photographer was ordered to take 
photographs of the spare tire and it was ordered that these be added to the petition. Now, therefore, there 
being no further business, the Court agreed to return to its usual seat. That is all. Completed, read and 
signed by the undersigned, who were in agreement therewith. 

Provisional Judge 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

Republic of V enezuela The Subpoenaed Party 

In the Judicial District (Signed) Jonathan Miflo 

Of the State of Aragua 
(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipality of Santiago Mariiio 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Petitioner 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Expert Photographer 

(Signed) David Goncalves 
Expert Mechanic 

The Clerk. - 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
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COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF SANTIAGO MARINO IN THE STATE OF 
ARAGUA.- 

TURMERO, THE TWENTY-FOURTH (24 th ) DAY OF AUGUST IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND 


This petition having been complied with by this Court, it is therefore agreed to return the original 
with the results thereof to the petitioner- 


PROVISIONAL JUDGE, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

ATTORNEY GUADALUPE GIRON (ILLEGIBLE) 
(Stamp) 

Republic of Venezuela 
In the Judicial District 
Of the State of Aragua 
(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipality of Santiago Mariho 


THE CLERK, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
ATTORNEY SERGIO A. ESPINOZA 


Complied with as ordered above on this same day. 


The Clerk, 
(Initials - illegible) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 2347-2000, dated August 24, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered GAT-37G, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 



Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 


Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 14th day 
of February, 2001. 


Elena Rosado 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


[Seal] 


My commission expires: A/f-<93 


tienG h. iersac;. 

•rjg H COMMISSION # CC7S472i a.V 
'fSkgi ... January 19, 2003 
?'.»»• 'araomjunoYMniKutirrct,®: 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coat of Arms ) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

No. 1491 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETITIONER(S): FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCA K 


REASON: JUDICIAL INSPECTION 


COURT: IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF JOSE FEUX RIRAS AND JOSE RAFAEL 
REVENGA 


DATE OF ENTRY: 

Dav 31 

Month August 

Year 

2000 

DATE RETURNED: 

Dav 

Month 

Year 



No. 1491 


C.22 
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(Seal) 

STATE OF ARAGUA 


(Hand written) One (1) 


(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: One hundred and ninety-two Bolivars (192.00) 


Ar-99 No. 1816392- 

Citizen: 

JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF JOSE FELIX RIVAS AND JOSE RAFAEL 
REVENGA IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF ARAGUA ' 

In his office. 

I, FRANCISCO JEStJS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, 
State of Carabobo, holder of identity card No. 7,121,658, a practicing attorney, registered with the 
Venezuelan Bar Association ("INPREABOGADO”) under No. 54,892, appearing herein in my capacity as 
legal counsel, as evidenced by the power of attorney attached to this petition, for BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a corporation formerly known as CA. FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, which was registered with the Companies Register that was maintained by the Second 
Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo, on the twenty-third (23**) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, the amendments thereto being 
assembled in one body of documentation as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General 
Shareholders’ Meeting recorded in the First Companies Register in and for the Judicial District of the 
State of Carabobo on January 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8-A, hereby respectfully appear before you 
and state: In accordance with articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and article 1,429 
of the Civil Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set 
aside the necessary time, thus obviating the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred to and 
constituted at the address of which I will advise it in due course, in order to have the following items 
placed on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence at the location at which the Court is constituted of a vehicle: Make: Ford, 

Model: Explorer, and the Type Color and Plates of the inspected vehicle. 

TWO: As to whether the vehicle identified above has four (4) tires fitted one on each of its rims. 

THREE: As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected 
vehicle. — 
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(Back of Page One) 

FOUR: As to the general condition of the tires installed on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their 

tread. — 

FIVE: That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle. 

SIX: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. — 

SEVEN: That a statement be made on the record as to the general condition of the vehicle’s bodywork. - 

As to any other fact or circumstance that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. 

Pursuant to articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the 
provisions of article 502 of same, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the 
items specified above and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time 
said judicial inspection takes place and that, to this end, an expert photographer be appointed, 
together with an expert mechanic. Furthermore, I would ask this Court to state for the record 
that the said photographs were taken in its presence and that they are true and correct 
reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection and I therefore expressly request 
that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. 

Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been complied with, the original be returned to 
me together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s grace, in Valencia, on the date of 

the filing hereof. 

(Signed - illegible) 

(Stamp-illegible) 

(Hand written) Submitted today, August 31, 2000 
(Signed — illegible) 
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(Four partial Stamps down left margin ) 

...Venezuela 

(Coat of Arms) 

..in and for Valencia 


( Fiscal Stamp) 

20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 

(Hand written ) Three (3) 


(Stamp) 

Receipt No. ( illegible ) 

Notary: 

Fees: 

Authorized by: 

(stamped): PAID (Three Stamps) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC Republic of Venezuela 

IN AND FOR VALENCIA (Coat of Arms) 

( Initials ) (Illegible) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Signed) (illegible) 

FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY 
ATTORNEY 

VENEZUELAN BAR ASSOCIATION NO. 54,892 


I, ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, a resident of this city, in full possession of 
my civil rights and holder of identity card No. 6,297,265, appearing in my capacity as President of 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a commercial company domiciled in the city of 
Valencia, State of Carabobo, and originally registered with the Companies Register that was maintained 
by the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in and for the Seventh 
Judicial District of fee State of Carabobo on the twenty-third (23**) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, 
hereby state: That the company I represent is granting a power of attorney that is as broad, adequate and 
sufficient as the law requires and is necessary, to practicing attorneys: HUMBERTO J. BRICENO, 
HENRY TORREALBA LEDESMA, JOSE HENRIQUE D’ APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTL 
MARIA FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS 
PIMENTEL HENRIQUEZ and FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, all citizens of Venezuela, of 
age, legally competent and holders of identity cards Nos. 3,967,563, 3,661,025, 7,308,173, 6,845,624, 
6 , 822 , 699 , 10,335,670, 9,879,275, 7,139,825 and 7,121,658 respectively, who are registered with the 
Venezuelan Bar Association ("INPRFABOGADO") under Numbers 13,946; 11,568; 19,692; 26,304; 32,501; 
54 , 502 ; 48,338; 55,660 and 54,892, also respectively; the first eight of said attorneys being domiciled in 
the city of Caracas, Federal District, and the last one being domiciled in the city of Valencia, State of 
Carabobo, to act jointly or separately and represent and uphold the rights, actions and interests of 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. in any type of judicial or extra-judicial matter to 
which it is a party, before any person, whether public or private, and before any national, state, district or 
municipal, judicial or administrative agency or agencies under any other competence, order or 
jurisdiction, including, but 

(Hand written at bottom of page) 

No. 28- Volume 11 
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(Hand written ) (60) 

C Three stamps with initials and Four partial stamps in right margin) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

not limited to, the courts of the First and/or Second Instance, District or Municipal Courts, the Supreme 
Court of Justice, the First Court for Contentious- Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious-Tax Matters, Courts for Contentious- 
Adirunistrative Matters, Criminal Courts, Labor Courts and finally, before any agency, court, office, 
authority and/or officers of any public or private kind. The grantees named above are, when exercising 
this power of attorney, authorized to file and/or answer any kind of complaint, claim, proceeding, motion 
and/or counterclaim, allege, object to and/or answer prior defenses and questions, enter into commitments 
for remedies and/or guarantees, agree to, dismiss, settle, waive actions or rights and refrain from 
exercising them if appropriate; request the record on orders or actions; defer action, suspend, exercise, 
request and waive extensions of time and appeals, challenge, move for dismissal and reinstatement if 
necessary or appropriate; appeal, appear in person; produce any type of evidence and object to the 
admission of same and participate in all of the procedures and motions for compliance therewith, request 
and arrange for any preventive or executory measure if necessary or appropriate or oppose same and 
participate in any other motion that may arise; commence third party proceedings; strike and/or disavow 
all types of documents, strike witnesses, assign property, request accountings, move for petitionary or 
confessional proceedings of any kind whatsoever, be summoned or subpoenaed, receive and deliver any 
amount of money that is legitimately due and owing and issue and demand the corresponding receipts and 
releases, dispose of rights during litigation, request and participate in auctions, by bidding and purchasing 
at auctions for such purpose, issue any bond and guarantee required by any Court or Tribunal; object to 
any kind of [this text is missing: bond and/or guarantee, settle at arbitration, with arbitrators and/or] 
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(Hand written ) Four (4) 

(Fiscal Stamp ) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 

(Four partial stamps in left margin) 

....OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

...IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Three stamps over fiscal stamp with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

at arbitration proceedings at law, request rulings in equity, appoint partners, pursue lawsuits that have 
been commenced in all of their proceedings, motions and procedures and exercise any remedy there may 
be, whether ordinary or extraordinary, such as cassation or annulment, initiate and refrain from 
proceedings challenging the constitutionality of laws, propound and answer interrogatories under oath, 
file claims and small claims and refrain from making them, and in general, do anything necessary or 
appropriate for the best defense of die rights and interests of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA C-A. I hereby certify that the powers granted and listed hereunder are merely for 
reference purposes and arc not limitative and that the grantees appointed hereunder are authorized to 
assign this power of attorney to people or attorneys they deem to be trustworthy, with all or any of the 
powers mentioned above, with or without a restriction on the exercise thereof. This power of attorney 
neither revokes nor invalidates any other power of attorney previously granted by BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A. In order to certify as to the legal existence of die company I 
represent for the record, the capacity in which I am acting, my powers and die other issues concerning 
powers of attorney, and pursuant to die provisions of article 155 of the Code of Civil Procedure, I am 
hereby listing and producing the following documents to the Notary before whom this power of attorney 
is being signed and I am asking her to list dam in the respective note: ONE: Certified copy issued by the 
Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Seventh Judicial District 
dated the twenty-third (2V*) day of October, 1956, of the entry in Companies Register No. 1, containing 
the original Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, (now known as 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA CA.). TWO: Certified copy issued by the First 
Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of 
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(Back of Page Four) 


(Hand written) (61) 

( Three stamps with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
( Coat of Arms) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

Carabobo, on the twenty-fifth (25 th ) day of November, 1992, of the entry in Commercial Register No. 34, 
Volume 16- A, containing the Minutes of the Extraordinary Shareholders’ Meeting held in lieu of an 
Ordinary Meeting on the nineteenth (19*) day of November, 1992, at which it was agreed, among other 
things, to change the name of the company to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. 
THREE: Certified copy issued by the First Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo dated the twenty-seventh (27*) day of January, 1995, of the entry in . Companies Register No. 
46, Volume 6-A, containing the minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting held on the 
twelfth (12 th ) day of December, 1994, which sets forth my appointment as President of the company. I 
am also asking the Notary Public to come to and appear at the company offices for the granting of this 
power of attorney. Valencia, on the date of the authentication hereof. 

. (Signed) (Illegible) 

(Three stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal)) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Fiscal Stamp) 
REPUBLIC OF .... 
Ministry of Finance 

Name of Applicant 

Identification Number 

For Legal Basis 

[text cut off] 
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(Hand written) sixty-two 

( Four Partial Stamps down left margin) (Hand written) Five (5) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

in and for Valencia 

- (illegible) (Four stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
(Initials and signature superimposed - illegible) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA. Valencia, on 
the thirtieth (30*) day of January , nineteen hundred and ninety-six. 1 85 to year of Independence and 136“' 
year of the Federation. The foregoing document, which was prepared by attorney FRANCISCO 
VELASQUEZ ARCAY, who is registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under number 54892, 
was submitted for authentication and return, as per form No. 243271, dated: January 30, 1996. The 
grantor thereof was present and stated that his name was: ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, acting in his 
capacity as President of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., being of legal age, 
domiciled in Valencia . a citizen of Venezuela . marital status: married and holder of identity card No. 
6,297,265. He read the document in the presence of the notary and stated: “The content thereof is true 
and correct and the signature appearing at the bottom of the instrument is mine.” The Notary therefore 
declared it to be authenticated in the presence of witnesses: MARIELA JIMENEZ AND ESTHER DE 
CESAR, holders of identity cards Nos. 10,737,912 and 395,502, and she inserted it in the book of 
authentications maintained by this Notary’s office under No. 28, Volume 1_L The Notary states for the 
record that she examined and returned BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.*s entry in 
the Companies Register, which was originally registered with the Second Court of the First Instance for 
Civil and Commercial Matters in the Seventh Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on October 23, 
1956, under No. 1. Also, the Notary went to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.'s 
premises in this city at 10:15 a.m. for the execution of this document. 

THE NOTARY: 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC GRANTOR: 

IN AND FOR VALENCIA (Signed) (Illegible) 

THE WITNESSES.- 

(Two signatures - illegible) (Three stands) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Four partial stamps down left margin) (Hand written) Six (6) 

...JDE VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

Valencia 

( Three Stamps, two with illegible initials) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
( Coat of Arms) 

„ Third Notary Public’s Office in and for Valencia 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA.- MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR AND JUSTICE.- THE 
UNDERSIGNED, ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, CHIEF THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE 
AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF CARABOBO, CERTIFIES: That this 
photocopy is a true and correct copy of the original document that was submitted to this Notary’s Office for 

authentication and return, and was inserted under No. 28 Volume 11..., dated January 30, 1996. , and 

that was compared by me as the authorized employee and concerns the petition prepared on August 24, 2000 , 

by Citizen: MARJORIE ROSSELL,. , of age, holder of Identity Card No. V-12,606,141.- — , 

according to Receipt Form Number: 336387, dated: August 24, 2000. This Certification is issued with 

the assistance of employee: SULEIDA NOGUERA- , of age, holder of Identity Card Number: V- 

5,622,001 who works for this Notary’s Office, who is duly authorized by the Notary to do so and who is signing 

each and every page hereof, all pursuant to the provisions of Article 120 of the PUBLIC RECORDS Law and in 
agreement with ARTICLE 10 and ARTICLE 20 of the Rules for NOTARY PUBLIC OFFICES. Said Certification 

consists of; THREE (03.- — — ) sheets of paper.- Valencia, on the: TWENTY-FOURTH (24*) 

day of the month of: AUGUST, in the Year TWO THOUSAND. . - 189* year of Independence, and 

14 1st year of the Federation. 

THE NOTARY 

(Stamp) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coat of Arms ) 

Third Notary Public’s Office in and for Valencia 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

AUTHORIZED EMPLOYEE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
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(Four partial stamps down right margin ) 

REPUBLIC .... 

(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC. . . 


(T wo stamps with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Stamp) 

The undersigned NOTARY confirms that she had before 
her for examination and return FORM 16 No. 10404634. 
paid at the Banco Del Caribe on August 24, 2000 . issued by the 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
The Notary 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Five stamps diagonally down page) 
Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Hand written) Eight (8) 


COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF JOSE FELIX RIBAS AND JOSE RAFAEL 
REVENGA OF THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF ARAGUA, LA VICTORIA, ON THE 
THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF AUGUST, TWO THOUSAND. YEARS: 1 90th Year of Independence and 
14 1 st Year of the Federation.- 

Having reviewed the petition filed by citizen: FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, who is a 
citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, State of Carabobo, holder of identity card No. 
7,121,658, a practicing Attorney, registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 54,892; 
appearing herein in his capacity as counsel for BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., it 
is admitted to the extent provided by law. Consequently, it is ordered that the Court be transferred and 
called into session at any location the petitioner indicates and that the required Judicial Inspection be held; 
it is ordered that the necessary time be set aside and it is scheduled for twelve thirty p.m. on the 31st day 
of August this year. 

The Judge 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Dr. Clemente Martinez E. 

( Partial Stamp) 

'(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipalities 
of Jose Felix Ribas and Jose Rafael Revenga 

S.-1401.- 


The Clerk. - 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
Pilar de Mendoza.- 
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(Partial stamp - illegible) 

(text missing)... it was noted that there was a vehicle there. Make: Ford, Model: Explorer V-8, 
color: white, plates: VAI-77P; the expert who had been appointed stated that the chassis serial 
number was: 8XD7U18V4Y8A14618. ITEM NO. TWO : The Court stated for the record that 
the vehicle actually had a tire mounted one on each of its rims. ITEM NO. THREE : The Court 
stated for the record that the expert who had been appointed advised that the vehicle had four 
tires mounted on it, identified as follows: front right tire: Make: Goodyear Wrangler RT/5 
P255/70R-16, serial number DOT PBJR.2JJ4439; the front left tire, Make: Goodyear Wrangler 
RT/5 P255/70R (text cut off), serial number DOT PBJR-2JJ4439; the rear right tire: Make: 
Goodyear - Wrangler RT/5 P255/70R (text cut off) serial number DOT PBJR-2JJ4439; rear left 
tire: Make: Goodyear Wrangler RT/5-P255/70 (text cut off), serial number DOT PBJR-2JJ4439. 
ITEM NO. FOUR : The Court [stated for the record] that the expert advised that the front tires 
were in good condition, as was their tread. The rear tires were in bad condition and it was noted 
they were punctured, but the tread was in good condition. ITEM NO. FIVE : The Court stated 
for the record that at that point, photographs were then taken of each of the tires that were fitted, 
using an instant photograph Polaroid 636 Close Up camera; the photographs were ordered to be 
added to the record and to form an integral part of this inspection.- ITEM NO. SIX : The Court 
stated for the record that at this point, . . . 
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(. Partial stamp — illegible) 

(Hand written) Ten (10) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF ARAGUA 
(Seal) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: One hundred and ninety-two Bolivars (Bs. 1 92.00) 

AR-99 No. 1816531 

photographs were taken of the inspected vehicle’s bodywork, using the camera described above; 
it was ordered that these photographs be added to the record so as to foim a part of this 
inspection .- ITEM NO. SF.VEN : The Court stated for the record that the inspected vehicle was 
dented on the left side, both sides of (illegible) had caved in, the front left mudguard had come 
away, almost all of the bodywork was out of alignment and it was noted that the windshield was 
shattered.- At this point, the Petitioner stated: I would ask this Court to be so kind as to state the 
type of suspension on the vehicle for the record, and the year of the vehicle and the condition. 
Make, type and serial number of the tire in the back of the vehicle, and also fee state of the tread 
on said tire.- The Court stated for the record that the suspension on the inspected vehicle was of 
the ARB Australians type, which information was provided by the expert who had been 
appointed, and the expert also advised that the truck was an Explorer V-8 model, the year was 
2000; and also, from the writing on said tire, it was noted that it was Make: Goodyear Wrangler 
RT/S P255 - 70R-16, serial number DOT PBJR-2JJ4439; it was in bad condition, punctured. 
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and the tread had come away from the outside side of the tire; it was noted that in one place, said 
tire was split. That is all.- The inspection was concluded and the Court ordered its return to its 
usual seat and that this petition be returned with the results. Completed, read and signed by the 
undersigned, who were in agreement therewith. 

(Stamp) 

(illegible) 

Judge 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Signed) David Goncalves (Signed) (Illegible) 

Expert Petitioner 

Photographer 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Clerk 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp — illegible) 

(Partial stamp to right — illegible) 


The original was returned with the results thereof on this same day. 

Clerk 

(Initials illegible) 
(Stamp — r illegible) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 1491, dated August 31, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered VAI-77P, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 




Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 14th day 
of February, 2001. 




Elena RosaOb 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


[Seal] 


My commission expires: /-/f-<33 
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REPUBUCA DE VENEZUELA 



poder judicial No /y<y 

JURISDICCION CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 
A RC HI VO 
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, Ciudadano 

JUEZ DE LOS MUNICIPIOS JOSE FELIX RIVAS Y JOSE_ RAFAEL 
, REV E NGA DE LA C IRCUNSCRIPCiON JUDICIAL D EL ESTADO ARAGUA 3 

, Su Despacho . „ 

Yo, FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY. venezolano, mayor de edad. 5 
domiciliado en Valenci a, Estado Carabobo, titular de la c edula de identidad N° 

- 7.12 1.658, abojado_en ejercicio. insc rit o en e l INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 

, 54.892, procediendo en este jtcto en mi cara cter de apo derado seg un se evidencia s 

,, de i nstrumento poder gue se anexa a esta solic iwd de BRIDGESTONE 3 

FIRESTON E VEN EZOLAN A, C.A .. cotr.pania anonima an tes denom inada C.A. J0 
„ FIRESTONE VENEZOL ANA, in scnta por ante el R egistio Mercantil que llevd . , 
. el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civ il y Mercaniil de la L 
Circunscnpcion Judicial del Est ado C arabobo, en f echa v eintitres (23) de octubre t 
de 1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas su s reform as en un solo cuerpo segun consta de 
Acta de Asamblea Genera l Ext raordinana de Accion istas mscnta por ante el ls 
n. Registro Mer canti l Primer o de la Circ unscripcio n Judic ial del Estado Carabobo en 
I7 fecha 29 de encro de 1997, ba )0 el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente 
„ ocurro y expongo: De conf ormidad con los aniculos 192, 936 v 938 del Codigo d e s . 

,,, Procedimiento Civil y 1.429 del Co digo Civil, ju ro l a urgenci a del caso, solicito la ,,, 

e,> habilitacion del tie mpo nec esari o de este honorable Tribuna l, y e n consecuencia se „ 

21 o bvie el requi sito de la distribueion , con el fin de que el Tribunal sejrasladej' _ ,, 
ee c wBtim yaen la direceion que oport unamen te le se n alare, a I'm de dejar constancia 

2 u por via de tespecc ion J udicial, de los particu lares siguientes:- ™ . 

PRIMERO: De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 
25 Tribunal, de un ve hiculo: Marca: F ord, Mode l o: Explorer y el Tipo, Color y Placas, K , 

20 que pr esenta el ve hiculo inspecc io nado. — 2 ,. 

2 ? , SEGUND O: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene e l respcctivo ca ucho instalado 

en cada uno de sus rines. .. , s 

1 „ TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los ca uchos instalados en 2 „ 


ro ; cada uno de los ri nes del vehiculo inspeccionado.- 
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3 1 CUARTO: De las condicionc s g enerates de lo s cauchos instaiados en cada uno 

32 los line s del vehicuio inspeceionado v su banda de rodarmento 

OU1N TO: Se tomen fotografias de ca d a uno de los ca uchos msta!ados_en cada u: 

M . de los rines del vehic uio inspe ceio nado. — ~ 

3 s SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria v las condicio nc s en que 

3 s eneuentra ei vehicuio inspeceionado. 

SEPTIMO : S e deie constancy de las condiei ones generates en que se eneuentra 

as carroce ria del vehicuio . — 

so De cualquier otro hecho o circunst ancia aue me re servo el,derecho de senator en 

«. debida oportunidad. — - — 

4i S olicito de confor midad co n los a niculos 4 72 v 475 del Co dieo de Procedimier 
43 Civil, e n concordancia c on lo p r evisto en el arlicuio 502 eiusdem, se ordene 
J3 rep roduccion fotografica d e los hechos antenormente especificados v de cualqui 

«< gttQ 4 U£^xpi^aJBenton^resengjen.aiaj_enJa - op_onijnidad de.la_Eractica de die 

« . inspeccion jud icial v q ue. a tal efeeso. se d esigne mi practice fotografo y 

46 praclico mecani co. Asimismo. solicito al Tribunal que deie cqnstancia que I 

n- referid as fotografia s fiier on reaii zadas en su nresencia. y que son reproduccion 
4s fieics v cxactas de los hechos evidenciados en la n resente inspector! judicialjiE 
4" ln_fiual solicito sxprssame nte que dichas foto grafias scan, agregadas a e: 


so Inspeccidn Judicial. — — ------ - 

si Eido-por ultimo, qu e una vez evacuada la presente solicited, me sea d evuelta 

s- . .-QrigmaLiunto_CQn.susj(esulias t £s_giacia_que_espemiii La Viciona. ejci.ia fecha 
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.* • ***: . 

"»6 W*' viP hjL 


f 3) 


Yo t ROSZND0 S. TERRADAS , Bayor'^dm^Tdad, de e#t* 

donicllio, civilmente hibll y titular da 1* cfidula da ldantidad No* 
6.297. 265,^ procadleado en #1 cerieter da Presidents da BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENZZOLANA, C.A. , #octedad »«rc*akil doaiciiiada an la 
ciudad de Valencia, Eetado Carabobo e inacrita originalmente por 
ante al Regietro da Comercio qua llavaba al Juzgado Segundo da 
imera inetanela an lo Civil y Marcantii do la sfptima 
!ireun»oripci6a Judicial "dal Eatado Carabobo an feeha veintifcria 
£23) de octubr# d* 1956, bajo el No. 1, por el present* dccumento 
declare. Qua ml rapreaantada confiara podar ampllo, baatanta— . y 
auficiente cuanto en dereebo aa requiera y sea neeeearic, a lo# 
abogado* en ajerclcio. HUMBERTO 3. BRICESo, HENRI TORREALBA 

LEDESMA, JOSE H ENRIQUE D' APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS 
PIMENTEL ttENRIQUEZ y FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAT, veaesOlenOS, 
sayere# de adad, hibii** en dereebo, tituiarea de las cSdulae de 
entidad No*. 3.967.563, 3.661.025, 7.308.173, 6.845.624, 

822.699, 10.335.670, 9.879.275, 7.139.825 y 7.121.658, 

reapactivamante e inscribe* en el INPREABOGADO bajo los No#. 
13.946, 11.568, 19.692, 26.304, 32.501, 54.502, 48.338, 55.660 y 
54.892, tambiin respect! vamente $ domiciliado# los ocho primeros de 
los noabrados an la eluded do Caraoae, Distrito Federal y el 
Sltiao de lo* aombrados en Xa ciudad de Valenci*, Estado Carabobo, 
para que actuando conjunta o separadanante, repreeenten y 
sostengan loa de re chefs, acetones e intereees de BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VEREZOLANA, C.A, , en toda claa* de asuntos judicial** o 
trajudlcialoe an qua sea’ parte, por ante caalquier persona, 
lica o privada, por ante cualquier entidad judicial o 
iniatrativ* de o»rlct«r nacional, aatadal, diatrltal o municipal 
de cualqui.r competence, orden o juri.dicctSn, ineluyendo pero 



aJ>- ~Tr 



Tribe***!*# ea 


superior*# ea to o:nfc*neio*Q Tributarlo, 
contencloao Administrative* Tribunal** Penal*** Tritoa«*l*a 
Trabajo y «n fin* tns* todos log oj-ganiamoa , tribunal 

deapacboa, set eri4*««» y/o f uncle nar leg <S* carictet pdfelijM* 

Ij 

privado* In. el eje^eicio del present* poder loe prenoa^a 

j 

apodecadoa *#tln farslbado# para, intenter y/e conteeta.r tod* -Ml 

u: 

de demand*** ** ■"iassoa.# procedimiestoa , incid#*i«i** x 



mi#ma* • interv-enir «n tuaiquier otxa .1 no i dene la. q«« psdl. 
presenters#* i»eo*r terser! *#.» tacbar y/c deaconocst tod* el*«» 


readicidn de euenta#* proposer eeeionee pet i tori**, © eeafenexi** 
la espeeie que iueren* darse por cltado o notificado* reel M 
entregar e&ntidades de dinaro que legitimaaente #e *Mpi 
otorgando y **ieie*do lo* corr*tpon«Ji«nt*a recibft* y ftnjMiil 

disposer ie 1©» d*r*cbo* «n lltigio* sollcltar « infctrvej^Jy; 
proee&iaieato# de re»«t«* a tales fines hacer poster## y ad gat 


en actoe de xaaate* -storgar eualesqaier* fisntas y enueie 
*r*>r ftXean* «Ojrts# • triSSnal.! 9p»*«»»» e .*©*!.*}* i#r «: 
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\ / Jj^ dljAx tros da derscbo? 

- constituir aaociadoe , a los juicioi en ' todM' .But 

inftancisi , lncidtncl.. y tri.lt.. y sj.rc.r tods. lo. recursos . 

qua mibiers lugar, tanto los ordinarios cooo loa axtraordinarios de 
casacion o invalidaci6n » inleiar y deaiatir dal juicio de a»paro, 
promover y absolver posicionss juradas* promover quejas y querellaa 
y desistir de ellasr y an general, hacer todo cuanto fuere 

jaaarlo o convanienta para la major defense da loa derachos e 

zJr*** de BRXDGESTOHE f IR=stohe vehezolana, C.A. d« j o conatancla 

i C/f " £ * ou ^ tade * •'I'*! conf erldas son meramanta anunciativaa y no 

f £>/) 

v loa .pod.r.do. aqui ln.tltuldo. ..tin facultadoe' 

ira suatltulr el present, pod.r en parson., o abogadoa de bu 
conf lanxa , con todas o- algunas de la. facultad.s ant.rlormenta 
seEaladae, con reserve o no de eu ajercicio. Este pod.r no r.voc. 
nl deja sin efeoto ningCn otro pod.r otorgado con anterloridad por 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA , C.A. A fin d. dejar con.t.ncl. 
de la exletencla legal de .1 repre sentada , del caricter con qua 
•ctfio, da .la atribuclenee y de lo. deaia particular., relative, a 
. poderes, y de confor.ldad eon lo prevlato en el artlculo 155 
sl| dl9 ° d< ‘ procedl "‘ iant0 CiFll, .nuncio y exhibo en este aeto 
cari ° anta 1“laa «• otorga el preeenta pod.r, eolicitindole 
^ eirva hacar constar en la nota reapectlva, los sigulentea 
docuaentoe, PRIMEEQ . Copla certified, exp.did. por .1 Jusg.do 
Segundo de Prlaera Instancia en lo civil y N.rc.ntll de la siptla. 
Circunscrlpcl&n Judicial an fecha veintltria <23> de ootubre de 
1956, del aaiento Reglatro de Coaereio No. 1, contentlvo del 
Docunento Constitutive Estatutarlo original de C.A. FIRESTONE 
EZOLANA (shore denoalneda BRIDGESTOHE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, 
SvAigKV SEGUNDO, Copla certiflcada expedida por el Reglstro 
Prlaero de la ClrounseripeiSn Judicial 


del Estidc 
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Acta da Aaanblea Extraardinsrl* da Aeeionistaa ceiebrada a 
efectoa da la Aaamble' Oxdinaria en j: fecha diacienueve (19) 
novleabre da 1992, an la qua Be acordS enfcra otros puntos. 


cambio da dencmlnaciSn de la conpanla a BRIDGESTONE FIRE5T 
VENE20LAN A, G« A* TERCERO . Copia certificada expedlda por 
Regiatxo Mereantil Primero de la Clrcunacripclfin Judicial 
Eatado Carabobo es fecfa* veinti*lete (27) .de-enero da 1995, 
aaiesto Reglstxo de Coaercio No. 46, Toso .6-A, cantantivo del a 
de As amblea General ex traordinaria de Accionlatas ceiebrada 
fecha doc* (12) de diciembra de 19.94, *n la qua conita 
de*ignaci6n cobo Preaidente de la compafila. Igualmente aolicito 
Sotario Publico qua para el otorgaaiento del preaeote poder, 
traaiade y conatituya an las oficina* de la companla. Valencia, 
la fecha de su autenticacioa. 
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rJWiCA DF 

J^ f ' w w. d *' 

^fes y 136s. El *anieitor^ocSrfEg s rsdactado por el aboga^MSfiS^PS 
CP VELA93UEZ ARCAY, inscrito en el inpreabogado bajo el N»54«92 t fue 
presentado para su autenticacion y devolucion, segun pianllla W 243 
271, de fechai 30-1-96. Presents su otorgante dijo llamarse: R^SEND'S 
3. TERRADAS actuanda en caracter de Preside-te de BRIDGESTONE FIRES- 

P 14gZf3LANA, C.A, mayor de edad, domlcxliado en:_ V iiilZLll 
ionalidad: 1 / t V t2* ) # <je estado civil: 

lar de la cedula de identidad Nfi 6.297.265. L eido el documents 
sencia de la notario expuso. 11 Su contenido es cierto y mi a la- 
qua aparece al pie del instrumento" . La Notario e-- tal virtud- 
lo declare a u tenticado en prese-'cia de los testigos : MAR1ELA JIMENEZ 
Y ESTHER DE CES®, titulares de las cedula s de identidad Nos:lG.737 t 
912 y 395.502, dejandolo inserio bajo el W *3 & . Tomo : j_l de 

los libros de autentica clones ' llevados en esta notaria. La Notario- 
hace con star que tuvo para su vista y devolucion H egistro de Comercio 
.de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTCNE V3NEZ0LANA, C.A, inscrita otiginalmente por- 
el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil- 
de la Septima Circunscripcion Judicial del Edo. Carabobo, en f echa :23 
£ e i$^ tubre **© 1956, bajo el Nfl l.-Igualmente para el otorgami ento del 
sente documento la Notaria se Traslado y Constituyo en la Empress- 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESralE V31EZ1XANA, C.A, de esta Ciudad a la s 




. i) 
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a-JXSADO X LC2 MUWICZPICu JOS^ FSLDE RIBAS Y JXS K. ; FA£L R£VSr»a* X LA 
JIRCUNSCRIPCICN JUDICIAL DEL E-T.vDC ASAGiiA. LA VICTORIA, 31 X *GCSTC 
DEL DCS MIL.* AfJOSs 1902 y 141SL- 


Visfea la solicited ©resentada »r el eiudadano: Francisc© Jesus 
Velasque? - Arcay,venezol .*no, mayor dte edad, domicil i ado er> Valercia # £stade» 
Carababo,tituL..r de la c^dula de identified N© l*121.€SS,atr*pedo an ejnr- 
cicie, inherit© en ei Xnpreabooado haj© el N® 51. 39 2, pro cedi end© &n este 
acto en su ca**§ctar de apodera^o de Bridges tone firestone Ven« 2 ©lana,C.A 
se admits cuanfeo ha luqar en derecbo* En onnsecyencia trasladese y qorsu- 
ti tuyase este Tribunal *onde indique el solid tan he y ©ractiquese la 2ns- 
oeccion Judicial recu^HajSe habiita el tierriDc necsario y se fip. pars 
dicho act© el dla 31 de -Agostp del presents ail© a las arc® y train ta rai- 



^ -ft-a/ peers' tar i s 


^0' L ^4- f Jv*4- '£, A 

Pilar da K«rd©2»,~ 
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3 * i,-/ T i> _ ^44-fc _ . rc 'u - A i 

fjg | V s *-.*) [, - ,jf ■ _ C~fr/ p '~V& i f i' „ •*._/ 

;t«> 4 % ff^C' £■ t •“•aP &tlfa- *» "^Wi.^ -y V • --& t*. 


/ ^.- (7 

:a -''.'iik 


rtj- . HiV Jl£L£liJl!d££^ V /*tcf i. - £*<•&* 

S3 £.. i i*i ^yefc-* ■ ■• if- tfv' f -ii-tl t-,-V 

anf’ T^i^ 1 ... ;~r & AvMJJks y '-iQi. & £** ■ 



J)£7 ? - P3 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

No. 3377 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PF.TmONF.RfSt: FRANCISCO JEStJS VEUSOUF.7. ARCAY 


REASON: JUDICIAL INSPECTION 


COURT: FOURTH MUNICIPAL COURT 


DATE OF ENTRY: 

Day 05 

Month SEPTEMBER 

Year 

2000 

DATE RETURNED: 

Dav 

Month 

Year 



No. 3377 

C.22 
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(Hand written ) One (1) 

(See!) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coal of Arms) 

* Fee for Fiscal Stamp * Value: One Hundred 
Forty-Eight Bolivars (Bs. 148,00) * 

CA-98N©. 04214641- 

Citizen: 

FOURTH JUDGE FOR THE. MUNiaPALTHES OF VALENCIA, IMERTABOR, LOS GUAYOS, 
NA0UANAOUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO 
In his Office. 

I, FRANCISCO mstis VELASQUEZ ARCAY, a citizen of Venezuela* of age, domiciled in Valencia, 
State of Carabobo. holder of identity card No, 7,121,658, a practicing attorney, registered with the 
Venezuelan Bar Association ( M lNPREAfcOGAi>0”) wider No, 54,8-92, appearing herein in my capacity m 

legal counsel, as evidenced by the power of attorney attached to this petition, for BRIDGESTONE 

FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, CJL. a corporation formerly known as CJL FIRESTONE 
VENEZQLANA, which was registered with the Companies Register dial m$ maintained by the Second 
Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters m the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo, on the twenty-third (23"*) day of October, 1956, under No, 1, the amendments thereto being 
assembled is one body of documentation as set forth in foe Minutes of foe Extraordinary General 

Shareholders' Meeting recorded in the First Companies Register in and for the Judicial District of foe 

State of Carabobo on January 29, 1.997, under No, 2, Volume 8-A, hereby respectfully appear before you 
and state: In accordance with articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and article 1,429 
of foe Civil Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set 
aside the necessary time, thus obviating foe distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred to and 
constituted at foe address of which I will advise it is due course, m order to have foe following stems 
placed m foe record by '.means of a. Judicial inspection: 

ONEt .As to foe presence- at the location at which foe Court is constituted of a vehicle: Make: Ford, 
Model: Explorer, and foe Type Color and Plates of foe inspected vehicle,* ***•— 

TWO: As to whether the vehicle identified above has four (4) tires fitted one m each of its rims, — * 
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(Bad of Page One) 

THREE: As to the make, type and semi number of each of the tires fined on each rim of the inspected 

vehicle, — - - — 

FOUR: As to the general condition of 6 k tires installed on each ran of the inspected vehicle and their 

tread. - - — 

FIVE: That photographs be taker of each of the tires fitted on each nm of the inspected vehicle. 

SIX: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle, 

SEVEN: That a statement be made cat the record as to the general condition of the vehicle's bodywork. - 

As to any other fiict or circumstance that 1 reserve die right to indicate in dnecouree. 

Pursuant to articles 472 and 475 of the Co* of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of 
article 502 of same, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items specified above 
and any other item that 1 expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes 
place and that, to this end, an expert photographer be appointed, together with an expert mechanic. 

Furthermore, I would ask this Court to state for the record that the said photographs were taken in its 

presence and that they are true and correct reproductions of the acts evidenced at this judicial inspection 
and 1 therefore expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. 

Lastly, 1 would request to once this petition has been complied with, the anginal be returned to me 

together with the results thereof. Trusting in file Cram's grace, in Valencia, on die date of the filing 
hereof. 

(Signed- illegible) 

(Stamp) 

F/LFD today, September 5. 2000 
SET FORTH on one (l) page with One (I) Exhibit 
AMENDMENTS: No 
TIME: 9:00 AM, OFFICE HOURS 

IMMEDIATELY GIVEN TO JUDGE 


(Signed - illegible) 
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(Fiscal Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. 
20 BOLIVARS 
Mimsiry ofFmarsce 

(Stamp} 

Notar y 

Receipt No. (Ulemble) 
Notary: 

Fees 

Authorized fer , . 

(stumped): PAID 

f&gnetO THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 

FRANGSCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
VENEZUELAN BAR ASSOCIATION NO, 54,892 


(Hand written) Three (3) 


(TwaSmmps) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Coat of Arm) 

(Initials) {Illegible} 

Third Notary Public in mdjhr Valencia 


(Four partial stamps dawn, left margin} 
...... of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

....Valencia 


I, RGSENDO S. TERRADAS, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, a resident of this diy, m full possession of 
my civil tights and holder of identity card No, 6,297,265, appearing m ray capacity as President of 

BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VEMEZOIANA, CJL, a commercial company domiciled in the city of 

Valencia, State of Carabobo, and originally registered with the Companies Register that was maintained 

fey the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters si and for the Seventh 

Judicial District of the State, of Car&feofe© m the twenty-third (23 1 *) day of October, 1956, trader' No. t # 

hereby state: That the company I represent is granting a power of attorney that is as broad and sufficient 

as die law requires and is necessary, to practicing attorneys: HUMBERTO J. BRICENG, HENRY 
TORREALBA LEDESMA, JOSE HENRIQUE D ‘APOLLO, RAMON L ALVINS SAN TL MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJ1A. CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS PIMENTEL 
HENRIQUEZ and FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, all citizens of Venezuela, of age, holders of 
law degrees and holders of identity cards Nos, 3,967,563, 3,661,02 5, 7,308,173. 6,845,624, 6,822,699, 
10335,670, 9,879*275, 7,139,825 and 7,12.1,658 respectively, who are registered with the Venezuelan 

Bar Association under Numbers 13,946, 11,568, 19,692, 26,304, 32,501, $4,502, 48,338, 55,660 and 

54,892, also respectively; the first eight of said attorneys feeing domiciled in the city of Caracas, Federal 

District, and the last one being domiciled m die city of Valencia, State of Carabobo, to act jointly or 

separately and represent and uphold the rights, actions and interests of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 

VENEZOLANA, CA. la any type of judicial or extra-judicial matter to which it is a party, before any 

person, whether public or private, and before any national, state, district or municipal, judicial or 
administrative agency or agencies under any other competence, order « jurisdiction, including* but . . ... 

(Hand written at bottom of page) 

No. 28- Volume 11 
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(Backof Page Three) 

(Ham) written) 60 

(Partial stamp with initials - both illegible) 

(Two stamps with initials - illegible) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

not limited to, the courts of the First or Second instance, District or Municipal Courts, the Supreme Court 
of Justice, the First Court for Contentious-Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious- 
Admirastrativc Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious-Tax Matters, Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Criminal Courts, Labor Courts and finally, before any agency, court, office, 
authority and/or officers of any public or private kind. The grantees named above are, when exercising 
this power of attorney, authorized to file and/or answer any kind of complaint, claim, proceeding, motion 
and/or counterclaim, allege, object to and/or answer prior defenses and questions, enter into commitments 
for remedies and/or guarantees, agree to, dismiss, settle and waive actions or rights and refrain from 
exercising them if appropriate; request the record on orders or actions; defer action, suspend, exercise, 
request and grant extensions of time and waive appeals, challenge, move for dismissal and reinstatement 
if necessary or appropriate; appeal, appear in person; produce any type of evidence and object to the 
admission of same and participate in all of the procedures and motions for compliance therewith, request 
and arrange for any preventive or executory measure if necessary or appropriate or oppose same and 
participate in any other motion that may arise; commence third party proceedings; strike and/or disavow 
all types of documents, strike witnesses, assign property, request accountings, move for petitionary or 
confessional proceedings of any kind whatsoever; be summoned or subpoenaed, receive and deliver any 
amount of money that is legitimately due and owing and issue and demand the corresponding receipts and 
releases, dispose of rights dining litigation, request and participate in auctions, by bidding and purchasing 
at auctions for such purpose, issue any bond and guarantee required by any Court or Tribunal; object to 
any kind of bond or guarantee, settle at arbitration, with arbitrators and/or .» 

(Four partial stamps down right margin) 
Republic of,,, 
(Seal) 

Third Notary Public.,..) 
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(Hand written) Four (4) 

( Fiscal Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 

(Four partial stamps down left margin) 

...,QF VENEZUELA 
{Coat of Arms) 

... OF VALENCIA 

(Three stamps over fiscal stamp with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

at arbitration proceedings at law; request rulings in equity, appoint partners, pursue lawsuits that have 
been commenced in all of their proceedings, motions and procedures and exercise any remedy there may 
be, whether ordinary or extraordinary, such as cassation or annulment, initiate and refrain from 
proceedings challenging the constitutionality of taws, propound and answer interrogatories under oath, 
file claims and small claims and refrain from doing so, and in general, do anything necessary or 
appropriate for the best defense of the rights and interests of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA C.A. I hereby certify that the powers granted and listed hereunder are merely for 
reference purposes and are not limitative and that the grantees appointed hereunder are authorized to 
assign this power of attorney to people or attorneys they deem to be trustworthy, with all or any of the 
powers mentioned above, with or without a restriction on the exercise thereof. This power of attorney 
neither revokes nor invalidates any other power of attorney previously granted by BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A, In order to certify as to the legal existence of the company I 
represent for the record, the capacity in which 1 am acting, my powers and the other issues concerning 
powers of attorney, and pursuant to the provisions of article 155 of the Code of Civil Procedure, I am 
hereby listing and producing the following documents to the Notary before whom this power of attorney 
is being signed and I am asking her to list them in the respective note: ONE: Certified copy issued by the 
Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Seventh Judicial District 
dated the twenty-third (23”*) day of October, 1956, of the entry m Companies Register No, 1, containing 
the original Articles of incorporation and Bylaws of C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, (now known as 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.). TWO: Certified copy issued by the First 
Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of.... 




894 


(Back of Page Four) 

(Hand written) No. 61 

(Three stamps with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Four partial stamps down right margin ) 
Republic of ....... 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public 

Carabobo, on the twenty-fifth (25*) day of November, 1992, of the entry in Commercial Register No. 34, 
Volume 16-A, containing the Minutes of the Extraordinary Shareholders’ Meeting held in lieu of an 
Ordinary Meeting on the nineteenth (19*) day of November, 1992, at which it was agreed, among other 
things, to change the name of the company to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A, 
THREE: Certified copy issued by the First Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo dated the twenty-seventh (27*) day of January, 1995, of the entry in Companies Register No. 
46, Volume 6-A, containing the minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting held on the 
twelfth (12*) day of December, 1994, which sets forth my appointment as President of the company. I 
am also asking the Notary Public to come to and appear at the company offices for the granting of this 
power of attorney. Valencia, on the date of the authentication hereof. 

( Signed ) (Illegible) 

( Three cancelled stamps down page) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seat) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

( Fiscal Stamp) 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of Finance 

Name of Applicant 

Identification No. Date 

For Legal Basis 

H-91 1310203 

1000 Bs. One thousand Bolivars 
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(Hand written) Five (5) 

(Four partial stamps down left margin) 

„of Venezuela 

(Seal 

...in and for Valencia (Four stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
(Initials and signature superimposed - illegible) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA. Valencia, on 
the thirtieth (31)*} day of January, nineteen hundred and ninety-six. 1 85* year of Indqxrndencc and 1 36* 
year of the Federation. The foregoing document, which was prepared by attorney FRANCISCO 
VELASQUEZ ARCAY, who is registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under number 54892, 
was submitted for authentication and return, as per form No, 243271, dated: January 30, 1996. The 
grantor thereof was present and stated that his name was: ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, acting in his 
capacity as President of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., being of age, domiciled 
in Valencia , a citizen of Venezuela, manta! status: married and holder of identity card No. 6(297(265. He 
read the document in the presence of the notary ands stated: “The content thereof is true and correct and 
die signature appearing at the bottom of the instrument is mine ” The Notary therefore declared it to be 
authenticated in the presence of witnesses: MARIELA JIMENEZ AND ESTHER BE CESAR, holders of 
identify cards Nos. 10,737,912 and 395,502, and she inserted it in the book of authentications maintained 
fey this Notary’s office under No. Volume J7, The Notary states for the record that she examined and 
returned BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, CA’s entry in the Commercial Register, 
which was originally registered with the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial 
Matters in the Seventh Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on October 23, 1956, under No. 1 . Also, 
the Notary went to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, CA’s premises in this city at 10:15 
a.m. for the execution of this document. 

THE NOTARY: 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC GRANTOR: 

IN AND FOR VALENCIA (Signed) (Illegible) 

(Three stamps:) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 


THE WITNESSES .- 
(T wo signatures - illegible) 
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(Back of Page Five) 

(Hand written) 62 

(T wo Stamps with illegible initials and signature) 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public m and for Valencia 


(Four Partial stamps in right margin) 
REPUBLIC OF,.,,,, 
(Coat of Arms) 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC. 


The undersigned Notary hereby certifies that the foregoing power of attorney was replaced by citizen 
Ramon J. Alvins Santi, and restricted the exercise thereof to citizens Diego Buatillos Beiner, Henry 
Torrealba, Mario Calosa, lose Enrique D’Apselo and Gabriela Nufiez Marquez, by means of an 
instrument signed before the 8* Notary’s Office, now the 4 th , in and for the Municipality of Chacao in the 
District of Miranda, under No. 45, Volume 96, on December i 1, 1996, 


The Notary, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA PE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Three stamps reading) 
Republic of Venezuela 
( Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary' Public in and for Valencia 
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(Hand written ) Six (6) 


(Four partial stamps down left margin) 

(Illegible) 

....in and for Valencia (Three stamps across page) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Signature and initials superimposed on last two- illegible) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. THE UNDERSIGNED. ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, THIRD NOTARY 
PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO, CERTIFIES: That I have compared the photocopy consisting of three (03) .... sheets of usable 

paper and that it is a true and correct copy of the Document inserted at this Notary’s Office during the year 1996 

under No. 28, Volume 11.... that said copy was made by citizen: SULEIDA NOG LIE RA,- ..... of age, Holder of 

Identity Card No. V-5,622,001 a [legally] competent person who is authorized by me to do so and who, 

together with me, is signing this Certification and each one of its pages. That said copy is issued at the request of 
the interested party and by Decree of this same date, which are inserted below: Citizen: Third Notary Public in and 
for Valencia. In her office. I, AN OFFICER OF BAKER & McKENZIE .... of age, holder of identity card No. 

///////////, am requesting a Certified Photocopy of document No. 28 Volume 11 ftom the Books of 

Authentications maintained by this Notary’s Office dated January 30, 1996 In Valencia, on the TWENTY- 

FIFTH (25*) .... day of the month of: MAY .- TWO THOUSAND. The Applicant (signed) Illegible. 

Republic of Venezuela. Office of the Third Notary Public in and for Valencia. Valencia, May 25, 2000, for this 
purpose, in compliance with the provisions of Article 120 of the Public Records Law. Citizen: SULEIDA 
NOGUERA .... of age. Holder of Identity Card No. V-5,622,0001 .... is appointed to perform the photocopying and 
sign each of the pages together with the Notary (signed) ROSE RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, THIRD NOTARY 
PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF 

CARABOBO... Valencia. On the TWENTY-FIFTH (25*) .... day of the month of MAY.- TWO 

THOUSAND. 189* year of Independence, and 140* year of die Federation. 

THE NOTARY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
(Stamp) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

THE APPOINTEE. - 
(Signed) (Illegible) Nogucra 
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(Back of Page Six): 

(Two stamps with illegible initials) 

Republic of Venezuela 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public in and far Valencia 

(Four partial stamps down right margin) 

Republic of — 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public...... 

THE UNDERSIGNED NOTARY certifies that 
she reviewed and returned Form 16, No. 1404769, 
paid at Corporate Banking on May 26, 2000 
issued by the MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
THE NOTARY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DEMOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Four stamps down page, three cancelled) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

OFFICE OF THE THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


/ 
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( Three illegible stamps dawn left margin) 


(Hand written) Seven (7) 


(Back of Page Seven} 
(T wo partial stamps down right margin) 
REPUBLIC .... 
(Illegible} 
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(Hand written) Eight (S) 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, LOS 
GUAYOS, NAGU ANAGU A AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO.- 


Valencia, September 5, 2000, 

1 89* year of Independence and 141“ year of the Federation 


This petition has been received. It is ordered that distribution be waived because the urgency of the 
matter has been stated under oath. It is ordered that it be admitted and a file opened therefor. It is ordered 
that all of the time needed be set aside, and that the Court be transferred and called into session at the 
location indicated in this petition so that the requested Judicial Inspection may be conducted. 


(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 
(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 

PROVISIONAL JUDGE, 

(Signed - illegible) 

DR. RAFAEL E. CASTILLO H. 


CLERK, 
{Signature- illegible) 
ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS SANZ 


Admitted on this same date under No. 3377 and complied with as ordered. 


CLERK, 


(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 
(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 


( Back of Page Eight is blank with three stamps): 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 
(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 
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(Hand written) Nine (9) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

( Coat of Arms ) 

•Fee for Fiscal Stamp • Value: One Hundred 
Forty-Eioht Bolivars (Bs. 148.00) • 

CA-98 No. 04214604 

At 10:45 a.m. today, the fifth (5 lh ) day of September in the year two thousand, the Court, having 
first set aside all the necessary time, was transferred and called into session at the public parking 
lot of the Highway Patrol Command Post, located behind the Big-low Center in this City of 
Valencia, in the State of Carabobo, in order to conduct the judicial inspection requested by 
attorney Francisco Jesus Velasquez Arcay, registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under 
No. 54,892, appearing in his capacity as legal counsel for Bridgestone Firestone Venezolana 
C.A., formerly known as C.A. Firestone Venezolana, as evidenced by a power of attorney, a 
photocopy of which was attached to this petition.- In order to better conduct this inspection, the 
Court agreed to be advised by an expert photographer and an expert mechanic and to this end, it 
forthwith appointed citizen Marjorie Rossel, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of identity 
card No. 12,606,141 and citizen David Goncalves Malpica, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder 
of identity card No. 1 1,089,574, who, both being present, accepted the assignments, and were 
sworn in as provided by Law; the expert photographer submitted for its examination 


(Partial stamp to left) 
..-OF VENEZUELA 
(Illegible) 
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(Back of Page Nine) 


(T wo partial stamps down right margin ~ illegible) 


a Polaroid camera. Close Up 636 model and she immediately proceeded to take the photographs, 
which, once they have been certified by the clerk, will be added to this inspection so as to form a 
part thereof. The Court, being duly advised by the expert mechanic who had been appointed, 
then stated as follows for the record: ITEM NO. ONE : That at the location at which it had been 
called into session, there was a vehicle, make; Ford, model: Explorer 2000, XLT, type; 4x2 
automatic, Color: gray. Plates: GBH-8SA.- ITEM NO. TWO : It was also stated for the record 
that the inspected vehicle had four (4) tires mounted one on each of its rims. ITEM NO. 
THREE : Being duly advised by the expert mechanic, the Court stated for the record that the rear 
left tire was make: Goodyear, Wrangler RT/S, type: LT235/75R15, serial number DOT 
PBHL2AC4479; that the rear right tire was make: Goodyear Wrangler RT/S, type LT235/75R1 5, 
serial number DOTPBHL2AC4479; the front left tire was make: Goodyear Wrangler RT/S, type 
LT235/75R15, serial number DOT PBHL2AC4479; and that the front right tire was Make: 
Goodyear Wrangler RT/S, type LT23S/75R15, serial number DOT PBHL2AC4479-- ITEM NO. 
FOUR : Being also duly advised by the expert mechanic, the Court stated for the record that each 
of the tires mounted on each of the vehicle’s rims was in perfect condition. - 



903 


(Hand written) Ten (10) 


{Two Partial stamps down left margin) 
(Illegible) 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

( Coat of Arms) 

• Fee for Fiscal Stamp * Value: One Hundred 
Forty-Eight Bouvars(Bs. 148.00) • 


CA-98 No. 04214605 


Moreover, the tread on each of the tires mounted on each of the vehicle’s rims was also in 
perfect condition.- l'lEM NO. FIVE : The Court ordered photographs to be taken of each of the 
tires mounted on each of the inspected vehicle’s rims and it ordered these to be added to this 
inspection so as to form a part thereof. ITEM NO. SIX : The Court also ordered photographs to 
be taken of the bodywork and condition of the vehicle that was the subject of this inspection with 
the camera identified above, and it ordered them to be added to this inspection so as to form a 
part thereof.- ITEM NO. SEVEN : The Court, being duly advised by the expert mechanic, stated 
for the record that the vehicle’s bodywork was generally out of alignment, the roof was caved in 
and this was more pronounced on the left side, the windshields were shattered and there were 
dents and scratches on both sides of the vehicle.- At this point, the petitioner intervened, 
exercised the right he had reserved and stated: I would ask the Court to state the mileage on the 
vehicle for the record and also the type of suspension on the vehicle, and I would also ask the 
Court to state the make, type, serial number and condition of the spare tire and the state of its 
tread 
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(Back of Page Ten) 


(T wo partial stamps down right margin - illegible) 


for the record, and finally, that photographs be taken of the spare tire and the inspected vehicle’s 
suspension. The Court agreed to collaborate on the request and stated for the record that the 
inspected vehicle showed a mileage of 8,865 kilometers. The Court, being duly advised by the 
expert mechanic, also stated for the record that the type of suspension on the vehicle was the one 
known as ARB Australiana and the vehicle was fitted with this suspension both front and rear. 
The Court also stated for the record that the spare tire was make: Goodyear Wrangler RT/S, type 
LT235/75R15, serial number DOT PBHL2A84369 and it was in perfect condition, as was its 
tread. The Court next ordered photographs to be taken of the spare tire and the suspension and 
agreed to add them to this inspection so as to form a part thereof. The Court concluded its 
mission at 11:30 a.m. and decided to return to the courthouse. Completed, read and signed by 
those below, who are in agreement therewith. 


PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

DR. RAFAEL E. CASTILLO H.- 
( Stamp) 

(Illegible) 
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(Hand written) Eleven (11) 

( Two partial stamps down left margin - illegible) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

* Fee for Fiscal Stamp • Value: One Hundred 
Forty-Eight Bolivars (Bs. 148.00) * 

CA-98 No. 04148901 


Petitioner 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

The Expert Photographer 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

The Expert Mechanic 
(Signed) David Goncalves 

Acting Cleric 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Back of Page Eleven is blank with three partially legible stamps): 


REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES . ... 
(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 
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(Hand written ) Seventeen (17) 


(T wo partial stamps down leji margin) 

OF VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

- .NAGU AN AGUA AND SAN DIEGO 

......DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 


Since this petition has been complied with, it is returned to the petitioner with the results, 
consisting of seventeen (17) sheets of paper, on this sixth day of September, in the year two 
thousand. 


CLERK, 

(Signed) (Illegible ) 
ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS SANZ 


( Two illegible stamps) 


(Back of Page Seventeen is blank with one illegible stamp) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 3377, dated September 5, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered GBH-88A, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 


Si ^ Su* S / 

Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 


Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 14th day 
of February, 2001. 



Elena Rosado 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


[Seal] 


My commission expires:. 





Elena H. kosaao 

MY COMMISSION # CC764725 EXPIRE: 
January 1?, 2003 

tONCEH THSL) TBDY WH INSU84W«fe 
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SOLICITUDES 
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SOUCITANTE (S) T5L ASQlJgZ . .ARC AT. 


MOTIVO ..IMEECCTDN.^.VDICM. 
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FECHA DE ENTRADA: Dfa 


05 


Mes 


09 


Afto 


2000 


FECHA DEVOLUCION: Dfa Me# Afto 




s 

7 

8 

9 

10 


1 JUEZ CUARTO DE LOS MUNICIPIOS VALENC 


[GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 


! JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO CARABOBO 

Su Despach 


i Yo, FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARC AY, venezolano, mayor de edad. 


| domiciliado en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cddula de identidad N° 


; 7.121,658, abogado en ejercicio, inscrito en el INPREABQGADO bajo el N Q 
54.892, procediendo en este acto en mi caracter de apoderado segun se evidencia 


11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
28 


i de instmmento poder que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., com p ania anonima antes denominada C.A. 
j FIRESTONE VENEZQLANA, inscrita po r ante el Registro Mercantil que llevd 
; el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la 
. Circunscripcion Judicia l del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre 

j de 1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas e n u n solo cuerpo segun consta de 

| Acta d e Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita por ante el 
; Registro Mercantil Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en 
I fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo el N® 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente 
; ocutto y expongo: De conformidad con los art iculos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de 
: Pr ocedimiento Civil y 1.429 del Codigo Civil, juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la 
j habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en consecuencia se 
|_obvie el requisito de la distribucidn, con el fin de que el Tribunal se traslade y 


n 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
18 

20 

21 

22 

23 


£4 i const ihiya en la direction que oportunamente le senalare, a fin de dejar constancia £4 

2g ! por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 

26 la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el g6 

2? ^Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer y el Tipo, Color y Placas, 


28 i que presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. — | ^ 

29 si e ] vehiculo antes identificado tiene cuatro (4) cauchos instalados ! 

' en cada uno de sus rines. f 

30i ... ..... .... ...... 30 
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St f TERC ERO: De la marca. tipo v serial de_cada uno dc los ca u chos instalados en 


cada uno de los rines d el vehiculo inspeccionado 


CXJARTO: De l as cond icione s generates de los cauch os inst alado s en cada uno de 


34 

35 - 


los rines del vehic ulo insp eccion ad o y su banda de rodamiento.^---- 


I 


OUINT O: Se to men fotogr afias de cada u no de lo s cauc hos instala dos e n cada uno ■ 


si 

se 

33 

34 

35 


36 : de los rines del vehi culo insp eccio nado.- 


fotografias de la c arroceria y l as condiciones en que se_j 87 

encu e ntra el vehiculo inspeccionad o. j 38 

SEPUMQ: Se deje c o nstancia de las condiciones ge n erate s e n que s e encuentra la j 8B 
carroceria del vehiculo. ; 4D 


De cualquier o tro hecho o circunstancia q ue me reservo el dere cho de serial ar en su 
deb ida opo rtunid ad. 


43 j Solici to de co nformidad con los arti cul os 472 y 475 del Codigo de Pioced i mient o 

! 

<4 i Ci vil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el arficulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la 
t - - — ■ - - • 

ak ■ re pr od uction fotografica de l os hec hos anteriormente espec ifi cado s y de cualquier | 

48 otro que e xpresamente me reservo senalar en la oportunidad de la pr actica de di cha 

47 i inspeccion judicial y que, a .tel. cfecto J _se designe un ._practicq ^.fotdgafo^ unj 

4 g i practic e mecanico. Asimismo. solicito al Tribunal que deje constancia que las 

; rejferi das_foto gr afias fueron realizadas en su presencia, y que son reproducc iones I 

50 1 fiele s y exac tas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente inspecci dn judicial , para _ 

si j lo cu al solic ito expre samen te que dichas fotogra fias se an agregadas a esta_ 
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ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, T«n«iolaao, aay<hr , ~'&* eda&7~*"de sate 
doaiclllo, civllnanta hfbil y titular da la oddula da Idantidad Ho. 
6.297. 265 , prooadiando an mi carietar da Presidents da BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.K., aociadad sercanfcil doalclliada an la 
ciudad de Valencia, Eatado Carabobo a inacrita originalaente por 
ante el Registro da Coaerclo qua llevaba al Juzgado Segundo de 

^cadef 

Inataneia an lo Civil y Mercantil de la Sfiptima 
. Ci^jiAmripci6n Judicial dal Eatado Carabobo an fecha veintitris 
dw octubra de 1956, ba j o al Ho. 1, por al praeente docuaento 
*3ei«t§§^* 0f ® u * mi rapraaantada confiara podar aaplio, baatante y 

suficiante cuanto an daracho aa raquiera y aaa neceaario, a loa 
abogadoa an ajarcicioi HUMBERTO J. BRICEfiO, HENRY TORREALBA 
LEDESMA, JOSE HENRI QUE D 1 APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJZA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS 
PIMENTEL HENRI QUIZ y FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolanos, 
mayor*! de adad, h£biles an deracho, titularaa da las cfidulai da 
idantidad Nos. 3.967.563, 3.661.025, 7.308.173, 6.845.624, 

6.822.699, 10.335.670, 9.879.275, 7.139.825 y 7.121.658, 

e inicritoi an el INPREABOGADO bajo los Nos. 

13^9 TO, 11.568, 19.692, 26.304, 32.501, 54.502, 48.338, 55.660 y 

£ I 

'547rB9^I tambiSn raapactivamante t domiciliados loa ocho primeros de 
cn 

loa #mbrad°i an la ciudad da Caracas, Diatrito Federal y el 
=-fiT!timo de loa nonbridoa an la ciudad de Valencia, Eatado Carabobo, 
para que actuando conjunta o separadamenta, rapreaanten y 
•oatangan loa darachoa, accionaa a intereses da BRIDGESTONE 

FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., an tods class da asuntoa judlcialas o 
extra judicialea «n qua sea parta, por ante cualquler persona, 
publics o privada, por ante cualquier entidad judicial o 
niniatrativa da caricter nacional, estadal, dlstrital o municipal 
j£)Jde cualquier compatencia, orden o j ur isdiccifin, incluyendo pero 
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•i n ••t&fcb 1 portn t * loa Tribunal** da Pr imer^Ty^^ 

Segunda Inrfcwrirta , de Distrito o de Kunieipio, Corte Supreme 
Juoticia, Corte Primera en lo Contencioio Administrative, 
Tribunal** Superior** en lo Contencioao Administrative, Tribunal** 


Superior** 


lo Contencioao Tributario, Tribunal** en lo 


Contencioao Administrative, Tribunal** Panel**, Tribunal** del 
Trabajo y en fin, por ante todos lot organiaaoa, tribunal**, 
despacboa, autoridade* y/o funcionarios de carficter pfiblico o 

4 * 

ptivado. En *1 ejercicio del present* pod*r loa pranoi»bradg , r jj 
apoderado* aatfin facultado* para intantar y/o conteatar toda clafc* c 
d* deaandu, raclaooi, procedlalantos, incldencia* yM 4 
reconvene ion* s t alegar, opontr y/o eontestar defence* y cueationes N ^ 
previa* i hacer citaa de aaneamiento y/o de garantiai conveniri 
desiatir t transigir* renunciar a accione* o derecho* y dejar de 
ejmrcerlos *i aai fuere convenient** solicitor acumulaciSn de auto* 
o de accione*) diferir actoir suspender, ejercer, reclamar y 
renunciar lapso* y recuraost recuit rj demandar la nulidad y la 
reposici6n cuando fuere necasarlo o convtnientej epelar* oeurrir 4®**' 
hechoi promover cualquier medio de prueba y oponerae a la admis^.6a 1 
d* loa niinoa e intervenir en todoa loa trSaites e incidencia* >d« r v ,23. 

W ■ '* 


su evacuaciSnf aolicitar y tranitar cualquier medida prev«ntlva%^ ^ 
ejecutiva cuando as£ fuere neeesario o convenient* u oponerae a la* 
ffliamaa * intervenir en cualquier otra lncidancia que pudiara 
presenter**! incoar tercer£as» taebar y/o desconocer toda clase d* 
documentoa » - taebar testigoai hacar ce*i6n de bienea* pedir 
rendicifin de cueatAaj proponer accionee petltoriai o confesorlas dt 

la especia qua fueren? darae por cltado o notificado» recibi^-y 

jicatel 

entregar cantidad** de dinero qu# legltimamente a* adjaudag,. ^ 
otorgando y exigiendo loa cor reapondientea reciboa y f intouit^i* J^j 
dieponer da loa derecho* en litiglof aolicitar e intervWiir 

% ^ ^ 

. procedimientoa de remote, a tales fines bacer poaturaa y adghlbfcit . j 
en octos de remate} otorgar cualesquiera fianzaa y cauclonti 
requeridaa por alguna Corte o Tribunal! oponerae « cualquier c la** 
da fiance* P/* caucioneS* Coiprd**^«r en frbittb* affiltradore* y/e 
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/ft? ,t- -'f<, i 


ifa 

. r, ' V , 


■ if % m^ 7/ t al--& 

dErbltroa da derechoi N£^icitarJvj»aSfcjaocI'i'i6&i£,*egGn la /equldjidj 
conatituir aaociadoa* aegulr el o loV '"'juie.io* an toda* ..sui 
lmtiDclai, lncidenciaa y tltalttl y ajercer todoi loa ncurioi a 
qua hubiara lugar, Unto loa ordinarioa coao loa ex tracr dinar ioa da 
cmeiSn o invalldacl6n> inlclar y dealatir dal juicio do anptroi 
proBOvar y abaolver poaicionaa juradas> promover quejaa y querallaa 
y deaiatir da allaar y an general, hacar todo cuanto fuera 
'd^ciiarlo o convenient# para la najor dafanaa da loa darachoa a 
^n^em da BRIDGBSTON E riRZSTONE VBNEZOLANA, C*A. Dejo conatancla 
- ¥ *1 

<&*• Baa facultadaa aqu£ confarldaa ion meramente enunciativaa y no 
. ,'>f«»():lv4a y qua loa apodaradoe aqu£ inatituidoa satin facultadoa 
*u*tltulr «1 praaanfee pod«r an p«riont« o abogados da in 
confianra, con todaa o algunaa da laa facultadaa antarioraanta 
sefialadaa, con raaarva o no da au ajarcicio. Eata podar no ravoca 
ni deja ain efacto ningfin otro podar otorgado con antarlorldad por 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOEANA, C.A. A fin da dejar conatancla 
da la exlatancla legal da at represantada , dal carSctar con qua 
^^tGo, da nil atrlbucione* y da loa demia particulars! ralativoa a 
^l^YjPOderaa, y de eonformidad con 1c prawlato an al art£culo 155 
*MjJ Cddigo da Procedlmlento Civil, onuncio y exhibo an este acto 
Hotario ante quian se otorga el preaente podar, ao lici tfi ndola 
s« alrva bacar constar an la nota respective, loa aiguientea 
documentoa* PRIME RO t Copia certificada expadlda por el Juzgado 
Segundo de Priaara Znstancla an lo Civil y Mercant.il de la Stptina 
CircunacripciSn Judicial en facha veintitris (23) de octubre de 
1956, del aaiento Regiatro de Conercio No. 1, contentivo del 
Document© Conatitutivo Eatatutario original de C.A. FIRESTONE 
e ' 4 \ VENEZOLANA (abort denominate BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, 
]r jp*** ^ SEGQNDO i Copia certificada expadlda por el Regiatro 
i Mlercantil Prlmaro da la Circunecripcifin Judicial del Estado 

■\W 



Car eboba (25) 

V/, x ~^~ syfegasg? % 4 

tiiento S.egr^)b5^o_^^^6n® rclo So. 34, Tobo 16-A, cont«ntivo del^i?^ 


de Dovitnbn de 1992, d«6 


Acta de Aeamble* Exfcraordinaria de Aceioniata* celabrada & los 
efectoe do la Asaablea Ordlsarla an fecha diecieaueve (19) de 
noviembre de 1992, en la qua is acordfi entre otroa puntos, el 
cambio de denomi.naci.6n de la compafila a BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 


VENEZOLANA, C.A. TERCERO t Copia certificada expedida por el 
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NEZUEIA.-' NOT; 


^ClATsVjl 


'* *W* ^ d ® ^ vfj'YV n QVenta^^sei^. 

, ~j£z. r- / ^‘i^-iac*i®3^ . _ A <$}f _ t_ . X% ?-L J„.£iU$!cZ 


136®. El a ntg&or "ffio c um en^^Stflc t^feflS^^j a b o 
CO VELASQUEZ AHCAY, inscrito en el inpreabogado bajo el N554S92, fue 
presentado para su autenticacion y devolucion, segun planilla N2 243 
271, de fecha: 30-1-96. Presents su otorgante dijo llamarse: R^SENDH) 
S. TERRADAS .actuando en caracter de Preside-te de BRIDGE ST CT^E FIRES- 
TCME V^JEZ'OLANA, C.A, mayor de edad, domiciliado en : ' ! ft ! £ n e ' * 

dQrteclonalldad : tW t2* }/9*1 4 d e estado civil: 

y ^rtrar de la cedula de identidad Nfi 6.297.265. L eido el documento 

en jprealencia de la notario expuso. " Su contenido es cierto y mia la- 

■? &} ' 0 

firrH^que aparece al pie del instrumento” . La Notario tal virtud- 
lT^deelara a u tentieado en presencia de los testigos: MARIELA JIMENEZ 
Y ESTHER DE CESSR, tltulares de las cedulas de identidad Nos:10.737. 
912 y 395.502, dejandolo inserto bajo el NS % . Tomo : H de 
los libros de autenticaciones llevados en esta notaria. La Notario- 


hace constar que tuvo para su vista y devolucion K egistro de Comereio 
ZG 37 CN E FIRESTOIE VSTEZOLANA, C.A, inscrita otiginalmente por- 
ant / Ju z gado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil- 
de ta Septiraa Circunscripcion Judicial del Edo. Carabobo, en fecha :23 
de bcgdore de 1956, bajo el N9 1. -Igualmente para el otorgamiento del 
pr&fnt'e documento la Notaria se Traslado y Constituyo en la Empresa- 
BRIDGESTCNE FIRESTOIE VtNEZOLANA, C.A, de esta ciudad a las 
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s 
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i. 

l: 




917 



s Qua ha confrontado la Copla Fotoatdtiea conatanta dat TRES (03), ,folioa 8 

4 iJtiies, qua aa traalade flal y axacfco dal Docunanta insarta an aata Notaria,!* 


^j^uranta al AHo r 1,996,...., bajo al *• 28.....,, Te*a: 11*.. qua dicha Co 5 

6 jffiV Fgrf raallzada par la Ciudadanat SULCIDA NOGUERA ....... mayor da adad, Tl- 6 

7 'jtiupr da la Cddula da Idantidad N» V-5.622.0C1.,..., paraena capaz, autoriza.? 

8 rff por ■£ para hacarla y quirfn junta conaiga auacrlba la preaanta Cartifica- 3 

e icldn y cada una da aua pdginaa, Qua dicha Copla aa expida a aolicltud da par 
i = 

10 tB intarasada y Oacrato da aata aiaaa fache, loa cualaa a continuacidn aa into 

,, joartan* Ciudadanat Notarlo Publico Tarcara da Valaneia. Su Despaehe.- Ya, 

12 arc. BAKER k MCKENZIE J»ayor da adad. Titular da la Crfdula da Idantidad v2 

IS ** B //////////////// Solieito Copla Fatostdtica Cartlficada dal Docunento N*-; ia 


l4 28. ...... ,Toaiot 119. .... da loa Libros da Autantlcacionaa llawadoa por at*, 

ta Notaria an feehai 30-01-96.- En Valencia, a loai VEINTICINCQ (25)... L 


iaa dal aea dat DAYS. 


del 005 MIL. El Solcitanta t (fdo.) Iloqlble 


1? -;RdMjblica da Vanazuala. Notaria Piiblica Tarcara da Valencia. Valaneia, 2S “*j 1 7 
J8 03*2 .COO ...... .y a tal afacto da conformidad con la aatablacida an al Ar-- lg 

lf) 4§p£ulo 120® da la Lay da Haglstro Publico, se daalgna a la Ciudadanat 5liLEJ[ 1B 


g 0 | NOGUERA mayor da adad. Titular da la Crfdula da Idantidad N B V— 20 

; 5. 622 .801. . . .para qua raalica la oparacidn da la Copia y auacrlba cada una- 21 


2E |de laa ptfginaa Junto con la Notaria. (fdo.) ROSA RUEOA DE HQUTffiANN. N0TARI0-j 22 
23 jPUBUCO TERCERD DEL MUNICIPIO AUTQNOWQ VALENCIA DEL ESTADO CARABOBO. Valon— I 23 
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JfeDO CUARTO DE LOS MUNICIPIOS VALENCIA LIBER TAD OR LQS 
GUARDS NAGUANAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA C I RCUNSCR 1 CP I ON JUDICIAL 
DEL EST ADO CAR ABOBO . - 


Valencia, 05 de £>ep tienbre del 2.000.- 
189o. y 141o 


Po*' reeibida la presents solicitud. Gbviada la 
distribLician par ser jurada ia urgencia del caso, Oeseie 
entraps. Formese expedients. Habilitese todcs e; tiempc 









i-t 


ed>l | IS 


1 8 l^a4L v , <^^- ZS^y <^T c 1 5 

dJ- ,~ a£ts/ V. , L ^-t. -y^ | 16 

17 i^ux-ifa*. ^tj^iJL. /.Jtr*, ^C*<4x*^.n> e^t, .Itc^t-W 17 

is | X-^C i , — <a- / g i^-c-c. £Tt ^>/ _ £Z/;../yc'^ttj-i8 

m-Uc-'Cn-^ Cir~ . /c±- 

»oj£2 ifl-f^ir^fitnf i* a i -■*{— t*»i-Bivn«-i =y£. c*4*r.oa. — Jso 

Sl =^Skai„c*2fc \fe52_ D„ y£ <£ ^yO^< . yftslt &>&£%* 12 . . --•£*• ^.6L.l 2 1 

22 -t * — . ^-i<«r._ C-^j” . £-f-* ^ _/_£*; ^.„*m 22 

S3 £<_ r^-c->_ yy^-^ CTL^-4^. ^r&*4LC~/y_{/2._--\ S3 

/* • ✓• x r-. ,s — , /* ✓ / ! 


_ -e^cc^. ^ /'S -£<^4i2 


« \£(L s{ne>i ri.Ce^. f ,^-lf‘yo. ^.a^cfj^.ZcJss 

■.IfEathik ‘Hi. ^.. _«£. .^Cs&r^' **&-*£ .0d&s*&1fc t» 


8 i^L*d*iX=feV4*. -Acidly*?**- jlf QA* . \~CTo _ e^<^y -ifl-. j 28 

8 \*£-f2. s^^Vl-iVt. .. <! ^.. jj 29 

0 vf^ft^fcA^SL /l< . _^&L<*~&J£u£o ^C^Ljtrz . 30 
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930 


3 >>ecfs>cu ft), 

i 


yuapliaa cooo hs sido la presente solicitud. 


xj&ua results* 

\ 

seis de 


al solicitante, corstaate de ( / 
se; tienbre del a no dcs nil. - 


devuolvase ccn 
?) folios utiles 



/ 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

No .1493 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

FETITIONER(S): FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY 


REASON: JUDICIAL INSPECTION 


COURT: IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF JOSE FELIX RIBAS AND JOSE RAFAEL 
REVENGA 


DATE OF ENTRY: 

Dav 07 

Month SEPTEMBER 

Year 

2000 

DATE RETURNED: 

Dav 

Month 

Year 



No. 14S3 


C.22 
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(Hand written) One (1) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF ARAGUA 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: One hundred and ninety-two Bolivars (192.00) 

Ar-99Ne, 1816391 - 

Citizen: 

JUDGE m AND FOR THE MUNIdPALITIES OF JOSE FELIX RIVAS AND JOSE RAFAEL 
REVENGA IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF ARAGUA 
In his office. 

I* FRANCISCO JEStJS VELASQUEZ AJRCAY, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, 
State of Carabobo, holder of identity card No. 7,121,658, a practicing attorney, registered with the 
Venezuelan Bar Association ("INPREABOGADO") under No. 54,892, appearing herein in my capacity as 
legal counsel, as evidenced by the power of attorney attached to this petition, for BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, CA., a corporation formerly known as CA. FIRESTONE 
VENEZQLANA, which was registered with the Companies Register that was maintained by the Second 
Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo, on the twenty-third (23**) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, die amendments thereto being 
assembled in one body of documentation as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General 
Shareholders' Meeting recorded in the First Companies Register in and for the Judicial District of the 
State of Carabobo on January 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8-A, hereby respectfully appear before you 
and state: In accordance with articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and article 1,429 
of the Civil Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set 
aside the necessary time, thus obviating the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred to and 
constituted at the address of which I will advise it in due course, in order to have the following items 
placed on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence at the location at which the Court is constituted of a vehicle: Make: Ford, 

Model: Explorer, and the Type Color and Plates of the inspected vehicle. 

TWO; As to whether the vehicle identified above has four (4) tires fitted one on each of its rims, 

THREE: As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected 
vehicle, — — - — — 
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(Back of Page One) 


FOUR: As to the general condition of die tires installed on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their 



SEVEN: That a statement be made on the record as to the general condition of the vehicle's bodywork. - 



article 502 of same, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items specified above 


and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes 
place and that, to this end, an expert photographer be appointed, together with an expert mechanic. 
Furthermore, I would ask this Court to state for the record that the said photographs were taken in its 
presence and that they are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection 



(Hoad written} Submitted today, August 7, 2000 
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(hand written) Two (2) 


(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA- 
(Coat of Arms) 

(Initials - illegible) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Back of Page Two) 
(Four partial stamps down right margin) 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 
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(Four partial Stamps down left margin) 

...Venezuela 

(Cmt of Arms) 

..in and for Valencia 


(Fiscal Stamp) 

20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 

(Stamp) 

Receipt No, (illegible) 
Notary : 

.Fees : 

Antlsomed fey 
(stamped): PAID 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Hand written) Three (3) 


(Three Stamps) 

2 Republic of Venezuela 

(Cmt e/Arms) 
(Initials) (Illegible) 

Third Notary Public in. and/or Valencia 


(Signed) (illegible) 

FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARC AY 
ATTORNEY 

VENEZUELAN BAR ASSOCIATION NO, 34,892 

I* ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, a resident of this city, in foil possession of 


Valencia, State of Carabobo, and originally registered, with the Companies Register that was maintained 




hereby state: That the company I represent is granting a power of attorney that is as broad, adequate and 
sufficient as the law requires and is necessaiy, to practicing attorneys: HUMBERTO J. BRICESO, 



age, legally competent and holders of identity cards Nos. 3,967,563, 3,661,025, 7,308,173, 6,845,624, 
6,822,699, 10,335,670, 9,879,275, 7,139,825 and 7,121,658 respectively, who are registered with the 




the city of Caracas, Federal District, snd the last one being domiciled in the city of Valencia, State of 
Carabobo, to act jointly or separately and represent and uphold the rights, actions and interests of 


: \ : 1 1 » . ci xi i > 5 : 1 3 1 : l 1 1 j 2 1 rm ' 1 a ? 1 p/A • w: \ l r.W M ,1 , 'l. 1 ,,'!, mrr, rTrn WrML I.. tTth J 


which it is s party, before any person, whether public or private, and before any national, state, district 1 or 
municipal, judicial or administrative agency or agencies under any other competence, order or 
jurisdiction, including, but 

(Hand written at bottom 0 / page) 

No, 28 - Volume 1 1 
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l Back of Page Three) 

(Three stamps with initials and Four partial stamps in right margin) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

not limited to, the courts of the First and/or Second Instance, District or Municipal Courts, the Supreme 
Court of Justice, the First Court for Contentious-Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious-Tax Matters, Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Criminal Courts, Labor Courts and finally, before any agency, court, office, 
authority and/or officers of any public or private kind. The grantees named above are, when exercising 
this power of attorney, authorized to file and/or answer any kind of complaint, claim, proceeding, motion 
and/or counterclaim, allege, object to and/or answer prior defenses and questions, enter into commitments 
for remedies and/ot guarantees, agree to, dismiss, settle, waive actions or rights and refrain from 
exercising them if appropriate; request the record on orders or actions; defer action, suspend, exercise, 
request and waive extensions of time and appeals, challenge, move for dismissal and reinstatement if 
necessary or appropriate; appeal, appear in person; produce any type of evidence and object to the 
admission of same and participate in all of the procedures and motions for compliance therewith, request 
and arrange for any preventive or executory measure if necessary or appropriate or oppose same and 
participate in any other motion that may arise; commence third party proceedings; strike and/or disavow 
all types of documents, strike witnesses, assign property, request accountings, move for petitionary or 

confessional proceedings of any kind whatsoever; be summoned or subpoenaed, receive and deliver any 

amount of money that is legitimately due and owing and issue and demand the corresponding receipts and 
releases, dispose of rights during litigation, request and participate in auctions, by bidding and purchasing 
at auctions for such purpose, issue any bond and guarantee [this text is missing: required by any Court or 
Tribunal; object to any kind of bond and/or guarantee, settle at arbitration, with arbitrators and/or] 
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(Hand written ) Four (4) 

(Fiscal Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 

(Four partial stamps in left margin) 

...;OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

...IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Three stamps over fiscal stamp with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

at arbitration proceedings at law, request rulings in equity, appoint partners, pursue lawsuits that have 
been commenced in all of their proceedings, motions and procedures and exercise any remedy there may 
be, whether ordinary or extraordinary, such as cassation or annulment, initiate and refrain from 
proceedings challenging the constitutionality of laws, propound and answer interrogatories under oath, 
file claims and small claims and refrain from making them, and in general, do anything necessary' or 
appropriate for the best defense of the rights and interests of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA C.A I hereby certify that the powers granted and listed hereunder are merely for 
reference purposes and are not limitative and that die grantees appointed hereunder are authorized to 
assign this power of attorney to people or attorneys they deem to be trustworthy, with all or any of the 
powers mentioned above, with or without a restriction on the exercise thereof. This power of attorney 
neither revokes nor invalidates any other power of attorney previously granted by BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA CA. In order to certify as to the legal existence of the company I 
represent for the record, the capacity in which I am acting, my powers and the other issues concerning 
powers of attorney, and pursuant to the provisions of article 155 of the Code of Civil Procedure, I am 
hereby listing and producing the following documents to the Notary before whom this power of attorney 
is being signed and I am asking her to list them in the respective note: ONE: Certified copy issued by the 
Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Seventh Judicial District 
dated the twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, of the entry in Companies Register No. 1, containing 
the original Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, (now known as 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, CA.). TWO: Certified copy issued by the First 
Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of.... 
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(Back of Page. Four) 

(Hand written) No. 61 

(Three stamps with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Four partial stamps in right margin -:) 

REPUBLIC OF,,.. 
(Coat of Arms) 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC. ... 


Carabobo, on the twenty-fi fth (25 th ) day of November, 1992, of the entry in Commercial Register No. 34, 
Volume 16-A, containing the Minutes of the Extraordinary Shareholders’ Meeting held in lieu of an 
Ordinary Meeting on the nineteenth (1 9*) day of November, 1992, at which it was agreed, among other 
tilings, to change the name of the company to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, CA. 
THREE; Certified copy issued by the First Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo dated the twenty-seventh (27 th ) day of January, 1995, of the entry in Companies Register No, 
46, Volume 6-A, containing the minutes of the Extraordinary' General Shareholders 5 Meeting held on the 
twelfth (12*) day of December, 1994, which sets forth my appointment as President of the company. I 
am also asking the Notary Public to come to and appear at the company offices for the granting of this 
power of attorney. Valencia, on the date of the authentication hereof 


(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Three stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal)) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Fiscal Stamp) 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 


Ministry of Finance 

Name of Applicant 

Identification Numbe r D ate 
__________ Eegal Basis _________ 

[text cut off) 
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(Hand written) sixty-{illegible) 

(Four Partial Stamps down left margin) (Handwritten) Five (5) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Seal) 

in and for Valencia 

- illegible) (Four stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
(Initials and signature superimposed - illegible •) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA. Valencia, on 
the thirtieth (3#*) day of January, nineteen hundred and ninety-six. 1 85*' year of Independence and 1 36* 
year of the Federation. The foregoing document, which was prepared by attorney FRANCISCO 
VELASQUEZ ARCAY, who is registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under number 54892, 
was submitted for authentication and return, as per form No. 243271, dated: January 30, 1996. The 
grantor thereof was present and stated that his name was: ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, acting in his 
capacity as President of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., being of legal age, 
domiciled in Valencia , a citizen of Venezuela, marital status: married and holder of identity card No. 
6,297,265. He read the document in the presence of the notary and stated: "The content thereof is true 
and correct and the signature appearing at the bottom of the instrument is mine.” The Notary therefore 
declared it to be authenticated in the presence of witnesses: MARIELA JIMENEZ AND ESTHER DE 
CESAR, holders of identity cards Nos. 10,737,912 and 395,502, and she inserted it in the book of 
authentications maintained by this Notary’s office under No. 28, Volume JJ[. The Notary states for the 
record that she examined and returned BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C,A.'s entry in 
the Companies Register, which was originally registered wiUi the Second Court of the First Instance for 
Civil and Commercial Matters in the Seventh Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on October 23, 
1956, under No. 1. Also, the Notary went to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A.’s 
premises in this city at 10:15 a.m. for the execution of this document 

THE NOTARY: 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC GRANTOR: 

IN AND FOR VALENCIA (Signed) (Illegible) 

THE WITNESSES.- 

(Two signatures -illegible) (Three stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Noiaty Public in and for Vitencia 
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(Sack of Page Five) 


(Two stamps with illegible initials) 
Republic of Venezuela 

(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 


(Feme partial stamps in right margin } 

Republic..., 

(Seal) 

Third Notary Public..,. 
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(Four partial stamps down left margin) (Hand written) Six (6) 

...DE VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

...Aragua 
Valencia 

( Three Stamps, two with illegible initials) 

BOLIV ARLAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coat of Arm) 

Third Notary Public’s Office in and for Valencia 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value; 148 Bolivars 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA.- MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR AND JUSTICE.- THE 
UNDERSIGNED, ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, CHIEF THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE 
AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF CARABOBO, CERTIFIES: That this 
photocopy is & tme and correct copy of the original document that was submitted to this Notary's Office for 

authentication and return, and was inserted under No. 28 Volume I I ..., dated January 30, 1996. , and 

that was compared by me as the authorized employee and concerns the petition prepared on August 24, 2000 

by Citizen: MARJORIE ROSSELL,.- , of age, holder of Identity Card No. V-12,606,141, 

according to Receipt Form Number: 33638?, dated: August 24, 2000. This Certification is issued with 

the assistance of employee; SULEIDA NOGUERA- of age, holder of Identity Card Number: V- 

5,622,001 who works for this Notary ’s Office, who is duly authorized by the Notary to do so and who is signing 

each and every page hereof, all pursuant to the provisions of Article 120 of the PUBLIC RECORDS Law and in 
agreement with ARTICLE 10 and ARTICLE 20 of the Rules for NOTARY PUBLIC OFFICES. Said Certification 

consists of: THREE • (03.- ) sheets of paper.- Valencia, oti the: TWENTY-FOURTH (24*) — 

day of the month of: AUGUST,- — in the Year: TWO THOUSAND. - 189* year of Independence, and 

14 1st year of the Federation.- — ■ — — 

THE NOTARY 

(Stamp) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
f Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public’s Office fa and for Valencia 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

AUTHORIZED EMPLOYEE 
(Signed) (illegible) Noguera 
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(Bad of Page Six) 

(Four partial stamps down right margin ) 

REPUBLIC .... 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC... 


(Two stamps with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coal of Arms) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Stamp) 

The undersigned NOTARY confirms that she had before 
her for examination and return FORM 1 6 No. 10404633. 
paid at the Banco Del Caribc on August 24, 2000 . issued by the 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
The Notary 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Four stamps diagonally down page) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Hand written) Seven (7) 


(Four partial stamps in left margin) 
VENEZUELA 


.VALENCIA 


(Back of Page Seven): 
(T wo partial stamps in right margin - illegible ) 
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(Seal) (Hand written) Eight (8) 

STATE OF ARAGI A 

(Seal) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp Values One hundred and ninety-two Bolivars <Bs. 192.00) 

(Two partial stamps down left margin - illegible) 

AR-99 No. 1816528 

COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF JOSE FELIX RIBAS AND JOSE RAFAEL 
REVENGA OF THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF ARAGUA, LA VICTORIA, ON THE 
SEVENTH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, TWO THOUSAND. YEARS: 1 90th Year of Independence and 
141st Year of the Federation* 


Having reviewed the petition filed by citizen: FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, who is a 
citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, State of Carabobo, holder of identity card No. 
7,121,658, a practicing Attorney, registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 54,892; 
appearing herein in his capacity as counsel for BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., it 
is admitted to the extent provided by law. Consequently, it is ordered that the Court be transferred and 
called into session at any location the petitioner indicates and that the required Judicial Inspection be held; 
it is ordered that the necessary time Us set aside for same and it is scheduled for twelve thirty p.m. on the 
7th day of September this year. 


The Judge 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Dr. Clemente Martinez E. 

(Stamp) 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

Judicial District 
Of the State of Aragua 

(Seal) 

Court In and for the Municipalities 

of Jos£ F&ii Ribas and Jo*6 Rafael Revenga 


S 4493- 
CME/rns.- 

(Back of Page Eight): 

(Partial stamp in the center and two partial stamps down the right margin) 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

Judicial District 
Of the State of Aragua 
(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipalities. . .. 


The Clerk. - 
(Signed) (illegible) 
Pilar de Mendoza 
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(Hand written) Nine (9) 

(Partial Stamp to left) 

. . .Bolivarian Republic of .. 

Judicial District 
State of Aragua) 

(Seal) 

Revenga 

(Seal) 

STATE OF ARAGUA 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp Value: One hundred and ninety-two Bolivars (Bs. 192.00) 

AR-99 No. 1816527 

Court in and for the Municipalities of Jose Felix Ribas and Jose Rafael Revenga in the Judicial District of 
the State of Aragua. La Victoria, the seventh day of September in the year two thousand. 190 th Year of 
Independence and 141 st year of the Federation. On this day, being twelve thirty in the afternoon, the 
necessary time having been set aside, the Court, accompanied by the petitioning attorney, Francisco Jdsus 
Velasquez Arcay, acting in his capacity as counsel for the commercial company, Bridgestone Firestone 
Venezolana, C.A., a company formerly known as C.A. Firestone Venezolana, previously fully identified 
in the record, was transferred to and called into session at the La Victoria toll booth, which was the 
location indicated by the petitioner for the holding of the required Judicial inspection. Next, in order to 
conduct the inspection as requested, the Court appointed citizen David Goncalves Malpica, holder of 
identity card No. 1 1 ,029,574 as the expert mechanic and citizen Jelubert Houtmann, holder of identity 
card No. 13,236,378 as the expert photographer, being present, they accepted the assignment and were 
sworn in as provided by law. The Court then went on to hold the [missing text: requested Judicial 
Inspection]. ITEM NO. ONE : The Court stated for the record that there was a truck 
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(Back of Page Mine) 

(Partial Stamp to right) 

Bolivarian Republic^ 
District 
(Seal) 
Court, 

Josd Felix Ribas...... 

parked at the La Victoria Toll Booth, Make: Ford, Model: Explorer XLT, year: 1997, type: 4x2 
automatic, color: blue, plates: AAR-32A; the expert stated that its chassis serial number was: 
AJU3TP27957.- ITEM NO. TWO : The Court noted that there was a tire mounted on each rim of said 
vehicle,- ITEM NO, THREE : The Court stated for the record, with the assistance of the expert who had 
been appointed, that there was a tire mounted on the front right side of the vehicle. Make: Goodyear, type: 
Wrangler RT/S LT 235 /75 R15; serial number DOT PBHL2AC4 2200; on the right rear side, there was a 
tire: Make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S LT235 /75RI.5, serial number DOT PBHL 2AC4.2200; on 
the front left side, a. tire. Make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S LT 235 /75RI5, serial number DOT 
PBHL2AC4.2200; on the rear left side, a tire. Make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S LT235 /75R15, 
serial number DOT PBHLZAC42200.- ITEM NO. FOUR : The Court stated for the record that the four 
tires that were installed were in good condition, as was their tread, ITEM MO, FIVE : The Court stated for 
tite record that at this inspection, photographs were taken of each of the tires that were installed using an 
instant photograph Polaroid 636 Close Dp camera, ITEM NO, SEX : The Court stated for the record that 
at this inspection, photographs were taken of the inspected vehicle’s bodywork using the camera 
described above, ITEM NO, SEVEN: 

(Illegible partial stamp to right) 
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(Two partial stamps to left- illegible) 


(Hand written) Ten (10) 


(Seal) 

STATE OF ARAGUA 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp Value: One hundred and ninety-two Bolivars (Bs. 192.00) 


AR-99 No. 1816526 


The Court, with the assistance of the expert who had been appointed, stated for the record that the 
inspected vehicle was misaligned throughout with a caved in roof that was very pronounced on the left 
side, the windshield was shattered, the hood was caved in, and both sides were dented. At this point, the 
petitioner stated: I would ask the Court to be so kind as to state for the record the Make, type and serial 
number of the spare tire, and also its condition and the condition of the tread, and also that a statement be 
placed on the record as to the inspected vehicle’s mileage.- The Court, with the assistance of the expert 
who had been appointed, then stated for the record that the spare tire was described as follows: Make: 
Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S LT235/75 R15, serial number DOT PBHL2AC42200, which was found 
to be in good condition, as was its tread.- In addition, the Court stated for the record that the expert who 
had been appointed advised that the mileage on the inspected vehicle was 108,302 kilometers. That is 
all.- At this point, the Court ordered the photographs taken for items Five and Six of this inspection to be 
added to the record.- That is all.- The inspection was concluded and the Court ordered the return to its 
usual location and that the original. . . 
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(Back of Page Ten) 


(T wo partial stamps to right) 

Republic.. 
Jos6 F6Iix Ribas 


of this petition be returned with the results thereof. Completed, read and signed by those below who were 
in agreement therewith. 

THE JUDGE 

(Signed) (Illegible ) Petitioner 

(Stamp) (Signed) (Illegible) 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Judicial District 
Of the State of Aragua 
(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipalities 

Of Jos6 F61ix Ribas and Jose Rafael Revenga 


Expert Photographer 

(Signed) David Goncalves (Signed) (Illegible) 


CLERK 

(Signed) Pilax M. de Mendoza 


(Hand written ) Original with results returned this same day. 


Clerk 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Judicial District 
Of the State of Aragua 
(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipalities 
Of Josd Felix Rivas and Jos6 Rafael Revenga 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 1493, dated September 7, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered AAR-32A, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 


s/ 




Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 14th day 
of February, 2001. 



Elena Kosado 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


[Seal] My commission expires: /V7- 0 3 




MV COMMISSION# CC7S4723 D 
January 19, 2003 

PONWD THju iso/ FAW IKStRANCfc 
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REPUBLICA DE VENEZUELA 



CODER JUDICIAL No /VfJ 

JURISDICCION CIVIL ” ' 

SOLICITUDES 

AftCMtVO 


^ .r'/ 



- —7 =7- 


unTiun- ia? /w / H -c-f ^ 

/ 



7 7 


/ /' C 7 



a*. ^Ocro 

FECHA DEVOLUCION: Dia 

Mes 

Afio 


z 



C -23 






CUARTO: De las condlciones generates de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de 

los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. ! ^ 

OUINTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno 

de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroce ria y las condiciones en que se 

encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEPTIMO: Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la - 

carroceria del vehiculo. 

De cualquier otro hecbo o circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de senalai en su ^ 

debida oportunidad. 

Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento 
Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el aiticulo 502 ejusde m, se ordene la 
reproduction fotografica de los hechos anterionnente especificados y de cu alquier 
otro que expresamente me reservo sepal ar en la oportunidad de la practica d e dicha 
inspeccion judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe tm practico fotografo y un 
praetinn mecanico. Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que deje constancia que las 
mfpridas fntngrafias faeron realizadas en su presencia, y que son reproducciones 
fieles v exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente inspeccion judicial, para 
in niiil solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias scan a gregadas a esta 
Inspeccion Judicial. ; „ 


Pidn. nor ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea devuelta en 
original junto con sus resultas. Bs gracia que espero en La Victoria, en la fecha de 
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• dad, . d* «• ta 


Yo, ROSEN DO 8. TERRADAS , 

doaicilio, civilaants hAfeil y titular d« la c<dula d« ldantidad No. 
6.297. 265 /»- procadiando an »i cartcter da Presidents da BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE vehkzolana, C.A., sociedad Bercantil domiciliada an la 
ciudad da Valascia , Ectado Carabobo a inacrita origlnalmant a por 
ante el Ragiatro da Conarcio qua llevaba al Juxgado Segundo da 
■<*\\Prii&ara Inataucia an lo Civil y Karcantil da la S6ptlma 
ircunacripci6n Judicial dal Estado Carabobo an facha veintitris 
da octubre da 1956, bajo al No. 1, por al preaante docuntato 
declaroi Qua mi raprasantada confiare poder amplio, baatante y 
suficianta cuanto an daracho «• requiara y sea necaaario, a loa 
abogadoi an ajarciciot HUMBERTO J. BRICEfiO, HENRY TORREALBA 
LEDESMA, JOBE H ENRIQUE D’ APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HOEN, CARLOS LOIS 
PIMENTEL HENRI QUEZ y FRANCI6C0 J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venexolanos, 
de adad, hAbilea an daracho, titularaa da laa c£dulas da 

£- $5 

jjdentidad Nos. 3.967.563, 3.661.025, 7.308.173, 6.845,624, 

Bl\ 

6.822.699, 10.335.670, 9.879.275, 7.139.825 y 7.121.658, 


Vo' 



respectivamente a inacritos an el INPREABOGADO bajo los Nos. 
13.946, 11.568, 19.692, 26.304, 32.501, 54.502, 48.338, 55.660 y 

54.892, tambl&n raspactivamante i domiciliados los ocho primeros de 
loa noabradoi an la ciudad d« Caracas, Distrito Federal y al 

Sltimo da los nonbrados an la ciudad da Valencia, Estado Carabobo, 
para qua actuando conjunta o saparadamente , repreaenten y 

sostengan los derachos, aocionas a intereses da BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VEHKZOLANA, C.A., an toda class da nuntoi judiciales o 
extra judicialas an qua sea parte, por ante cualquiar parsons, 
publics o privada, por ante cualquier entidad judicial o 

adninistrativa da ear&ctar nacional, astadal, distrital o municipal 
y da cualquiar compatancia, ordan o }urisdlcct6n, incluyando pero 


oy\ SLP- T A. 
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segunda jniTancia, .e Distrito o de Municipio, Corte Supreme de 
Justicia, Corte Primers en lo Contencloso Administrative , 
Tribunals* Superior** en lo Contencloso Adminis txativo, Iilbunalea 
Superior** en lo Contencloso Tributario, Tribunalee en lo 


Contencioso Administrative, Tribunals* Panalet, Tribunalee de^ 
Trabajo y en fin, por ant* todos los organismos, tribunal* 
despachos, autaridades y/o funcionarios de carfictez pUblico\\tj 
privado. Sn *1 ejercicio dal presents poder los pr enombr adoi 
apoderados est£n facultedos para intentar y/o oontester toda class 
de demands*, reclames, procedimientos, incidenciss y/o 
reconvencionest alegar, oponer y/o contestar defensas y cuestlone 
previasf hacer cits* de saneamiento y/o de garantia, eon 
deslstir» transigiri renunciar a acciones o derechos y dejar de 
ejercerlos si asi fuars convenient*) solicitar acumulaci6n de 

,,y 

o da aociosss) difsrir actos» suspandar, ejercer, racisms^ 

p ■ 

renunciar lapaos y r«curio*i cicutari demmndar la rulidsd >V 1 

\ ^ 

reposicifin cuando fuere necasario o convenient*) epelert ocurri^ 
hecho) promover cualquler medio d* prueba y oponerse a la admisi&n 
de loe aiiDOi * intervenir en todoe los trfmites e incidenciss do 
su evacuaci&ni solicitar y tramitar cualquier medida preventive 
ejecutiva cuando asi fuere necesario o convenient* u oponerse a las 
mismas * Intervenir en cualquier otra lncidencla qua pudiara 
presentars*) incoar tercerlas* tachar y/o desconocer toda class dt 
documentosi taebar testigos) hacer ceei6n de blenesi pedir 
rendici6n de cuentaay propontr acciones patltorlas'o confesorlas d* 

la especie qua fueranr darse por citado o notificadoy reclj^*' jl 

y 

entregar cantidades de dinero qua 1# gltimamante se -ad^udsJnil 

- 

otorgando y exigiendo loe correspondientee reclbos y f iniquy.t'dl} 
disponftr de loa derechos en litigioj solicitar e lntHTenlrftrf 
procedimientos de remate, s tale* fins* hacer postures y adquirii 
en ectos de remato otorgar cualesquiera flenses y cauclo&ti 
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’■il'R^JBUCA DF J^reZUEU'.t JiWAffl 

& ML • as.* v - ’ Jmm 




s0T ni t,yyT * xf. ) Ae 

1859 y 136o. El antetloi^oculiTefflKnredactado' por el aboga ffiiggflfljjjg ire 
CD VELAS3UEZ ARCAY, inscrito en el inpreabogado bajo el N354B92, fue 
presentado para su autenticacion y devolucion, segun planilla NS 243 
271, de fecha : 30-1-96. Presente su otorgante dijo llamarse: R^SEND'O 
S. 7HRRADAS actuando en earacter de ?reside"te de BRIDGESTONE FIRES- 
V^IEZOUNA, C.A, mayor de edad, domiciliado an: 1 Ifiltrif'A 

^de ^>ci on alidad : j( EZ 9 J#*? & de estado civil: 

t^oular de la cedula de identidad NO 6.297.265. ^eido el documento 

P?# Jj/ 

.v'^^^presencia de la notario expuso. 11 Su contenido es cierto y mia la- 
firma que aparece al pie del instrumento" . La Notario e*' tal-virtud*- 
lo declara a^tenticado en prese^cia de los testigos: MARIELA JIMENEZ 
Y ESTHER DE CESSR, titulares de las cedulas de identidad Nos:10.737. 


912 y 395.502, dejandolo inserto bajo el N2„ 


= :_LZ 


_ 4os libros de autenticaciones llevados en esta notaria. La Notarie- 
s'?^?^ , K 

^^a^^^onstar que tuvo para su vista y devolucion "egistro de Comercio 
BSTOGESTTNE FIREST.CNE V1NE20LANA, C.A, inscrita otiginalmente por- 
Jl^tejMl Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantile 
Septima Circunscripcion Judicial del Edo. Carabobo, en fecha :23 
de Octubre de 1956, bajo el N« 1. -Igualmente para el otorgami ento del 
presente documento la Notaria se T ra slado y Constituyo en la Empresa- 
BRIDG" STONE FIRESTOIH V3JEZOL.ANA, C.A, de esta Ciudad a las:_JLlL- 
U MOTARI-CW 

(J&oi&ffiueda ye atoutmann 

NOTARIO PUBLICO TERCLRO 

— fml. tfaLEHciA EL 0TORGANTE 


lS# sriG0S - 


! m 
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S ROSA RUE Ofr 


//VENEZUELA.- IB I NISTERIO DEL INTERIOR Y 3UST1CIA .- 


•NOTARIO PUBLICO TERCERO "TITULAR...... 


*V**!_J * 


a DEL fflUNICIPIO AUTDNOIH Q_VAIENC I A _DE L ESTAOO CARABOBO, QUIEN SUS CRI BE _CE RTIFlJ a 
Qu« la preaanta Copia Fotoattftica as copia fial y axacte dal Oocumanto t 
B t^jolnal prasentado an aata Notarla para au Autenticacitfn y Devolucidn, al B 
b; quail quBd d jnsarto bajo al N<» 28.-......, Toao : ll 8 .* da facha 0 


f/- 01-96.- 


la coal tut confrontada pog ml coiao pop al Funcionarlo 


' 8 Autorlzado y elude a la aollcitud formUlada an facha* 24-08-2.000. ...., p 0r i 

fl al (la) Clud adano (a)i kia R 30 RIE rossell.- 

10 mayor da adad, co n Cddula da Idantldad Numaro* V-12.606 . 141.- aagun- 

11 Pl > nllla da tlq uldacidn Numaro* 3363B?.-*.. .da fachat 24-08-2 .00Q. # 

it Eata Cartif I cacidn ae axplda con la cclaboracidn dal Funclonariot SULEIDA» 
l* NOGUERA.-.. ma yor da adad» con c^dula da Idantldad Numaro i 


l* NOGUERA.-. . ma yor da adad» con C^dula da Idantldad Numaro i 

S 22 .00 1 . . » » . - i al Sar wlel o da eata Notar fe , q uiin »itj aut oriaado- 

amanta por al Notarlo para bacar lo y qui<n ftrma a n todaa y cade una - 
a p^Qlnaa, todo alio da conforw ldad c on lo aatablecido a n al Artfculo— - 
da la Lay da REGISTRO PUBLICO y an concordancla con loa ARTICULOS 10 y 
1 Raqlamanto da NOTARIAS PUBL1CA8. O lche C artlfloacldn coneta dai TRES 

ift ( . .. .».) fol loa utilaa Valencia , a lost VEIN- 

ro TISUATRO (24) .... .... df aa dal maa . da | A GOST O.- . . . . • *de) Afio* QO S M IL. - 




141® da la F ■dtcj clif h.- . 


\sJd deJfommm} 

f PUblico /' Tercero 

SfciCS-. ,o SJ j * Vehnciii 




10 AUT ORIZAD O.- 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

No. 3382 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETITIONER(S) : ARACELIS URD ANETA 

REASON: JUDICIAL INSPECTION 


COURT: FOURTH MUNICIPAL COURT 


DATE OF ENTRY: Day: 25 Month: September Year: ...2000. 


DATE RETURNED: Day: Month: 


Year: 


No. 3382 


C.22 



(Back of Page One) 


As to any other fact or circumstances that I reserve the nght to indicate in due course. 

Pursuant to Articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of 
Article 502, ejusdem, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items specified above 
and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes 
place and that, to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore. I 
would ask this Court to state for the record that the said photographs were taken in its presence and that 
they are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection and I therefore 

expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial inspection. 

Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been complied with, the original be returned to me 
together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s grace, in Valencia, on the date of the filing 
hereof. 


(Signed - illegible) 


FILED ON SEPTEMBER 25, 2000 

ON ONE (1) SHEET OF PAPER AND NO EXHIBIT 

AMENDMENTS: NO 

TIME: 9:00 a.m., DURING OFFICE HOURS 
FORWARD TO JUDGE IMMEDIATELY 


(Signed) (Illegible) 
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( Hand written) Two (2) 

(Partial stamp in left margin - illegible) 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERT ADOR, LOS 
GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO.- 


Valencia, September 25, 2000 
189 th Year of Independence and 141 st year of the Federation 

This petition has been received. It is ordered that distribution be waived since the emergency nature of 
the case has been stated under oath. It is ordered that it be admitted. It is ordered that a file be opened. It 
is ordered that the necessary time be set aside and that the Court be transferred and called into session at 
the location indicated in this petition, for purposes of conducting the requested Judicial Inspection. 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Illegible) 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signature - illegible) 


(Signature - illegible) 
CLERK 


Complied with as ordered, this same day; logged in under No. 3382. 


THE CLERK 
( Signature - illegible) 


(Illegible stamp) 
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(Three partial stamps in left margin - illegible) 

(Hand written ) Three (3) 
CA-9S No. 04214475 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
(Coat of Arms 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

At four in the afternoon (4:00 p.m.) today, the twenty-seventh day of September, in the year two 
thousand, after setting aside all the time needed, the Court was transferred to and called into 
session at Warehouses Nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6 in the Los Corrales Shopping Center in the La Florida 
District, at which the mechanic’s shop, Primer Auto, does business, in the Municipality of 
Libertador in this City of Valencia, in order to conduct the Judicial Inspection requested by 
attorney, Aracelis Urdaneta, Venezuelan Bar No. 30,706, who was present at this Inspection. 
For the best advice on and illustration of the performance of this Judicial Inspection, the Court 
appointed Citizen, David Goncalves, as the Expert, and Citizen, Marjorie Rossel, [sic] as the 
expert photographer, both being citizens of Venezuela, of age, and holders of Identity Cards Nos. 
11,089,574 and 12,606,141 respectively, they were present, accepted the task, were sworn in as 
provided by law and stated under oath that they would faithfully fulfill their obligations. Once 
the photographs that were taken are developed. 
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(Back of Page Three) 

( Three partial stamps in right margin 
REPUBLIC OF ... 
Fourth Court (Illegible) 
(Seal) 
( illegible ) 


having been first certified by the clerk, they will be added to this petition, as so to form part of 
same. The Court then proceeded to conduct the requested Judicial Inspection and stated for the 
record as follows: Item ONE : The Court stated for the record that it was called into session at 
the Primer Auto mechanic’s shop in Warehouses 3, 4, 5 and 6, in the Los Corrales Shopping 
Center in the La Florida District, in the Municipality of Libertador in this City of Valencia, 
where there was a vehicle Make: Ford, model: Explorer, type: 4x2, color: blue, year, 97, plates. 
GAO-4 1C”.- Item TWO : The Court stated for the record that the vehicle described above has 
four (4) tires mounted one on each of its rims. Item THREE : Upon advice from the expert, the 
Court stated for the record that four (4) tires fitted one on each rim of the inspected vehicle 
were, make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S LT235/75R-15, serial number DOT 
PBHL2 AC43 1 00”.- Item FOUR : Upon advice from the expert at this inspection, the Court 
stated for the record that the treads on the tires on the vehicle were in good condition, as were the 
tires.- 
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(Three partial stamps in left margin - illegible) 

(Hand written) Four (4) 

CA-98 No. 04214476 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

It was noted that the left front tire was flat”.- Item FIVE : The Court ordered photographs to be 
taken of each of the tires mounted on each of the inspected vehicle’s rims, and it ordered that 
once these were developed, they were to be added to this inspection, so as to form a part 
thereof’.- Item SIX : The Court ordered photographs to be taken of the bodywork and condition 
of the inspected vehicle, which photographs, once they are developed, will be added to this 
inspection, so as to form a part thereof’.- Item SEVEN : Upon advice from the expert, the Court 
stated for the record that the bodywork of the vehicle was dented, with generalized 
misalignment, the roof had caved in on the front left and the windshield was shattered. At this 
point, the Petitioner identified above 
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(Back of Page Four) 


(three partial stamps in right margin - illegible) 


intervened and stated: “I ask the Court to state the vehicle’s mileage for the record, and I also ask 
that it state for the record the make, type, serial number and condition of the spare tire, and also 
the state of its tread. The Court agreed and as requested, it stated for the record that the mileage 
of the inspected vehicle was 102,956 kilometers. It also stated for the record that the spare tire 
was: make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S LT235/75R-15, serial number DOT 

PBHL2AC43100, and it was in perfect condition, as was its tread. At this point, citizen Darvis 
Rosales, holder of Identity Card No. V-7,956,856, in his capacity as a purchasing agent at the 
Mechanic’s workshop at which the Court was called into session, appeared and stated to the 
Court that the reason the above-described vehicle was brought into said shop was due to a 
rollover. The Court concluded its mission and decided to return to the Courthouse. That is all. 
Completed, read and signed by the undersigned, who are in agreement therewith. 
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(Hand written) Five (5) 
CA-98 No. 04214540 


(Seal) 

STATE OF C ARAB OB O 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

(T wo partial stamps in left margin — illegible) 


THE PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signed) ( Illegible ) 

Dr. Rafael E. Castillo H. 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF 
VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 

(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 


The Petitioner 
(signed) (Illegible) 


The Photographer 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

The Expert 

(Signed) David Goncalves 

Acting Clerk 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Stamp) 

(Illegible) 

(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 


(Hand written) -43- 
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(Hand written) Six (6) 


( partial stamp in left margin - illegible) 

During office hours today, the third (3 rd ) day of October, 2000, MARJORIE ROSSELL 
ORTEGA, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, who is legally competent, holder of identity card No. 
12,606,141, personally appeared before this Court and stated: I am hereby delivering the 
photographs taken at the Judicial Inspection for which I was appointed as the Expert 
Photographer”. That is all, completed, read and signed by those below, who were in agreement 
therewith. 


(Signed) (Illegible) (Signed) (Illegible) 

PRESENTER CLERK 


(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF 
VALENCIA, LIBERT ADOR 

(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 
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ELEVEN' (ID 

(partial stamp in left margin ) 

.. VENEZUELA 

... VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 

(Seal) 

(illegible) 

This petition, consisting of (1 1) sheets of paper, having been complied with, is returned today, 
the third of October, two thousand. - 

Clerk 

(Signed) (illegible) 

ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS SANZ 
(Stamp - illegible) 

(Ty,-o partial stamps in right margin — illegible) 



978 


Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF MIAMI -DADE ) 

X, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 3382, dated September 25, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered GAO-41 C, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 



Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF M1AMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 29th day 
of January', 2001. 

‘ 5 */- 

Elena Rosano 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 

[Seal] My commission expires: 



Eieno h. Roseau 
MY COMMISSION # CC734725 E 
January 19, 2005 

EOWJ5 THRU TSOY FAIN INSURANCE. INC 
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PODER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICTION CIVIL 


SOLICITUDES 

A R C H I V 0 


SOUCITANTE [SJ '^9.?.^.?.. 


MOTIVO . . INSP2S Cl m. . AL . 


JUZGADO CUA H r 0. . D3 . .MUI/ICIPIO 


FECHA DE ENTRADA: Dia 


25 


Mes 


OS 


Affo 


2-00 
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1 Ciudadan o 1 

2 JUEZ CUARTO DE L OS MUN1CIPIOS VALE N CIA, LIBERTAD OR, LOS 2 

3 _GU_AYOS, NAG UANAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA CI RCUNSCRI PCION _ 3 

4 JUD ICIAL D EL ESTADO CARABOBO ___ ,_4 

5 Su Despacho. - » 

Yo. ARACELIS URDAN ETA, venezolana. mayor de edad. domiciliada_en_ 0 

, Valencia, Estado Carabobo, tit ular de la ce dula de identidad N c _ 7.082.174, , 

8 abogado en ejercicio, inscrii a en el INP REAB OGADO bajo_el__N° 30/706. 8 

9 actuando en mi propio nombre y par a fin es lega les que me inte resan. ante ustcd 

a respetuosamente ocutto y expongo: De conformidad con los art icu los 19 2, 93 6 y 10 


8 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1 .429 del Codigo Civil, j uro la u rgencia 
del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiemponecesario de este honorabl e Tri bunal, y 
en consecuencia se obvie el requisite de la distnbucion, con elydn de que el 
Tribunal se traslade y constituva en la direccion que oponunamenteje senalare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspeccion Judicial,^ de los particulares 


siguientes: - y y “ yy — -y— - , 6 

PRIMERO: De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el ^ l7 
Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford y del Modelo. Tipo, Color y Placas, que 

presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. — - 19 

SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene el respectivo caucho mstalado ^ s0 
en cada uno de sus rines. jt) 


TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 


cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. - 

23 - - - - 

CUARTO: De las condiciones generales de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de 

24 : . 

los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodarmento. 

QUINTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno 

26 - 

de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. — . 

SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se 
28 — ■ — - - 

encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEPTIMO: Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la 


24 

25 


28 

29 

80 


30 
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i dp sen alar en su- sz 

■ - — 33 


at ca iroceria de l vehiculo,- 
32 1 De cualquier otro hecho o 
33 ' debida o p ortunidad . 

34 Soli d to de co nfo mudad con los artlc ulos 472 v 475 del .CodigQjde Procedimienio-. 34 

35 C ivil, e n conco rdancia c on io previsto en el aniciik^ 5 Q 2 _£iiisdem. ,s.e. nrdene-la.- 35 

3 e repr oducci on fotografica de los hechos a nteriormente^pgdlicado&.V-.de_cualQnler. se 

S7 ; otro que expresamen te me rese rvo. sdialar_eiii^QpQituiiidad-d£.-la pracrica do-dicha, 37 

3 s : inspection judicia l v qu e . a tal efe ct o. se designe im practice fQt6grafo_y- . mi_ 3 s 

38 ; practico mecanico. Asimismo. solici to al Tribunal que deie_CQnslancia aue las - as 

40 1 referidas fotografi as fueron r ealizadas e n su presenci a, y que _S Qmeproduc clones . 40 

4I fieles v exactas de los hec hos evidenciados en la pressnte inspeccion judirial, para 41 


a_ 42 


4 2 1 lo c ual . s olicit o expresamente que 

43 1 Inspeccion Judicial. — *s 

44 5 Pido^jpor ultimo, _que una vez evacuada la presente sol icitud. me sea devuelta en . 44 


46 1 ori ginal junt o con sus resultas. Es grada que espero_en_Vaiencia^enla_ jgtiia d£LSU__: 46 
46 - pr e sentation. ; - 46 


. 48 


^-8s/-Q e r-/&ee &—'« 

~ J «« 



62 | 

63 j 

64 1 


es 
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64 
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'( ty 

En boras de Despacho del dia de hoy tres (3) de octubre de 2000, comparece por 
ante este tribunal MARJORIE ROSSELL ORTEGA, venezolana, mayor de 
edad, habil en derecho, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 12.606.141 y 
seguidamente expone “Consigno en este acto fotograflas tomadas en la Inspeccion 
Judicial para la cual fui designada Practico-Fotografo”. Es todo, termino, se Ieyo y 
conforme firman. 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

No. 3384 

( Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETITIONER(S):...MJ.GUEL ANGEL.COLMENARES 

REASON: JUDICIAL INSPECTION 


COURT: FOURTH MUNICIPAL COURT 


DATE OF ENTRY: Day: 27 Month 

DATE RETURNED: Day: Month 


September Year: ...2000. 


Year: 


No. 3384 


C.22 
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(Hand written) One 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

CA 98 - No. 04214555 


Citizen: 

FOURTH JUDGE FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERT ADOR, LOS GUAYOS, 
NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO 
In his office. 

I, MIGUEL ANGEL COLMENARES, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, State of 
Carabobo, holder of identity card No. 7,067,502, a practicing attorney, registered with the Venezuelan 
Bar Association under No. 30,705, for legal purposes that are of interest to BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a corporation formerly known as C.A. FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, registered in the Commercial Register that was maintained by the Second Court of the 
First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo, on the 
twenty-third (23" 1 ) day of October, 1 956, under No. 1 , the amendments thereto being assembled in one 
body of documentation as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting 
recorded in the First Commercial Register in and for the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on 
January 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8-A, hereby respectfully appear before you and state: In 
accordance with Articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and Article 1,492 of the Civil 
Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set aside the 
necessary time, and thus dispense with the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred to and 
called into session at the address of which I will advise you in due course, in order to have the following 

items placed on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence of a vehicle at the location at which the Court is in session: Make: Ford, and 

the model, type, color and plates as evidenced by the inspected vehicle. 

TWO: As to whether the vehicle identified above has a tire fitted on each of its rims. 

THREE: As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected 
vehicle. 
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(Back of Page One) 


FOUR: As to the general condition of the tires installed on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their 

tread. 

FIVE: That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle. 

SIX: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. 

SEVEN: That a statement be made on the record as to the general condition of the vehicle’s body-work.. 

As to any other fact or circumstances that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. — 

Pursuant to Articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of 
Article 502 ejusdem, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items specified above 
and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes 
place and that, to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, I 
would ask this Court to state for the record that the said photographs were taken in its presence and that 
they are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection and I therefore 

expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. 

Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been complied with, the original be returned to me 
together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s grace, in Valencia, on the date of the filing 
hereof. 


(Signed — illegible) 


(handwritten:) FILED ON SEPTEMBER 27, 2000 
ON ONE (1) SHEET OF PAPER AND NO EXHIBIT 
[Amendments] -No- 
12100 p.m. 

( Signed ) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 
LOS GUAVOS, NAGUANAGUA AND S AN DIEGO 
IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 
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(Hand written) Two (2) 

CA-98 No. 04418044 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

FOURTH COURT LN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERT ADOR, 
LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF CARABOBO. 


Valencia, September 27, 2000 
1 89 th year of Independence and 1 4 1 st Year of the Federation 


This petition has been received. It is ordered that the distribution [requirement] be waived as the 
emergency nature of the case has been stated under oath. It is ordered that the necessary time be 
set aside. It is ordered that it be admitted. It is ordered that the Court be transferred and called 
into session at the location indicated in this petition, in order to conduct the requested JUDICIAL 
INSPECTION. 


PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

DR. RAFAEL E. CASTILLO HENRIQUEZ 
(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF 
VALENCIA, LIBERT ADOR 
LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 

ACTING CLERK: 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS SANZ PACHECO 

Admitted on this date under No. 

ACTING CLERK: 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp - illegible) 


(Hand written) —41- 
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...VENEZUELA 

(Illegible) 

(Hand written) Three (3) 

CA-98 No. 04418043 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

At 2:50 p.m. today, the twenty-seventh day of September, in the year two thousand, after setting 
aside ail the time needed, the Court was transferred to and called into session at Warehouses 
Nos. 3. 4, 5 and 6 in the Los CorTales Shopping Center in the La Florida District, at which the 
mechanic’s shop. Primer Auto, does business, in the Municipality of Libertador in this City of 
Valencia, in order to conduct the Judicial Inspection requested by attorney Miguel Angel 
Colmenares, Venezuelan Bar No. 30,705, who was present at this Inspection. For the best advice 
on and illustration of the performance of this Judicial Inspection, the Court appointed Citizen 
David Goncalves as the expert, and Citizen, Xiomara Bamos Garcia, as the expert photographer, 
both being citizens of Venezuela, of age, and holders of Identity Cards Nos. V- 11,089,574 and 
13,234,607 respectively; they were present, accepted the task, were sworn in as provided by law 
and stated under oath that they would faithfully fulfill their obligations. The expert photographer 
then proceeded to take the photographs with a camera that she handed to the Court for its 

examination, Make: 

(Two partial stamps in left margin - illegible) 
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(Three partial stamps in right margin 
REPUBLIC OF.... 
Fourth Court (Illegible) 
(Seal) 
(illegible) 


636 Close up Polariod, which photographs were added to this Inspection, having been first 
certified, as so to form part of same. The Court then proceeded to conduct the requested Judicial 
Inspection and, with advice from the expert, stated for the record as follows: Item ONE : The 
Court stated for the record that it was called into session at the Primer Auto mechanic’s shop in 
Warehouses 3, 4, 5 and 6, in the Los Corrales Shopping Center in the La Florida District, in the 
Municipality of Libertador in this City of Valencia, where there was a vehicle Make: Ford, 
model: Explorer, type: 4x2, color: blue, year, 97, plates: GAO-4 1C”.- Item TWO : The Court 
stated for the record that the vehicle described above has four (4) tires mounted one on each of 
its rims. Item THREE : Upon advice from the expert, the Court stated for the record that the four 
(4) tires fitted one on each rim of the inspected vehicle were, make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler 
RT/S LT235/75R-15, serial number DOT PBHL2AC43100”.- Item FOUR : Upon advice from 
the expert at this inspection, the Court stated for the record that the treads on the tires on the 
vehicle were in good condition, as were the tires.- 

(Two illegible stamps in right margin ) 



(Three partial stamps in left margin - illegible) 


1000 


(Hand written) Four (4) 

CA-98 No. 04418046 


(Seal) 

STATE OF C ARAB OB O 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

It was noted that the left front tire was flat”.- Item FIVE : The Court ordered photographs to be 
taken of each of the tires mounted on each of the inspected vehicle’s rims with the camera 
described above, and it ordered they be added to this Inspection, so as to form a part thereof 
Item SIX : The Court ordered photographs to be taken of the bodywork and condition of the 
inspected vehicle with the camera described above, which photographs will be added to this 
Inspection”.- Item SEVEN : Upon advice from the expert, the Court stated for the record that the 
bodywork of the vehicle was dented and misaligned throughout, the roof had caved in on the 
front left and the windshield was shattered. At this point, the Petitioner identified above 
intervened and stated: I ask the Court to state the vehicle’s mileage for the record, and I also ask 
that it state 



1001 


(Back of Page Four) 

(One partial stamp in right margin) 
REPUBLIC OF.. 
FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR.. 

(illegible) 

for the record the make, type, serial number and condition of the spare tire, and also the state of 
its tread. The Court agreed and as requested, it stated for the record that the mileage of the 
inspected vehicle was 1 02,956 kilometers. It also stated for the record that the spare tire was a 
Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S LT235/75R-I5, serial number DOT PBHL2AC43100, and it 
was in perfect condition, as was its tread. At this point, citizen Darvis Rosales, holder of Identity 
Card No. V-7,956,856, in his capacity as a salesman at the Mechanic’s workshop at which the 
Court was called into session, appeared and stated to the Court that the reason the above- 
described vehicle was brought into said shop was due to a rollover. The Court concluded its 
mission and decided to return to the Courthouse. That is all. Completed, read and signed by the 
undersigned, who are in agreement therewith. 

THE PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Dr. Rafael E. Castillo H. 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF 
VALENCIA, LIBERT ADOR 

(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 
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(Hand written) Five (5) 
CA - 98 No. 0-141 8047 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 1 IF Bolivars 


The Petitioner 

(signed) (Illegible) 


The Expert 

(Signed) David Goncalves 

The Photographer 
(Signed) Xiomwa Barrios Q, 

Acting Clerk 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

(Illegible) 

(Seat) 


(Hand written) -43* 
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( Hand written) TEN (10) 


This petition, having been complied with, consisting of (10) sheets of paper, is returned today, 
the third of October, two thousand. 


CLERK, 

(Signed) (illegible) 

ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS SANZ 

(partial stamp*- illegible) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spamsh into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 3384, dated September 27, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered GAO-41C, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 


Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 29th day 
of January, 2001. 


Notary Public 
State of Florida 

[Seal] My commission expires: ^ 

•"i'-'iit Elena H. Rosaco 

jfTfe MV COMMISSION # CC7S4723 Hme 

Januaiv 19 . 

BONDSD TH8U TSOY PAIN INMANC. «* - 
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(Seal) 
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STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

CA 98 -No. 04214554 


Citizen: 

FOURTH JUDGE FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERT ADOR, LOS GUAYOS, 
NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO 
In his office. 

I, MIGUEL ANGEL COLMENARES, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, State of 
Carabobo, holder of identity card No. 7,067,502, a practicing attorney, registered with the Venezuelan 
Bar Association ("INPREABOGADO") under No. 30,705, for legal purposes that are of interest to 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a corporation formerly known as C.A. 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, registered with the Companies Register that was maintained by the 
Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State 
of Carabobo, on the twenty-third ( 23 Td ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, the amendments thereto being 
assembled in one body of documentation, as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General 
Shareholders’ Meeting, recorded m the First Companies Register in and for the Judicial District of the 
State of Carabobo on January 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8-A, hereby respectfully appear before you 
and state: In accordance with articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and article 1,492 
of the Civil Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask that this Honorable Court set 
aside the necessary time, thus obviating the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred to and 
called into session at the address which I will give it in due course, in order to have the following items 

placed on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence, at the location at which the Court is called into session of a vehicle: Make: 

Ford, and the Model, Type, Color and Plates as evidenced by the inspected vehicle. 

TWO: As to whether the vehicle identified above has a tire fitted on each of its rims. 

THREE: As to the make, type and senal number of each of the tires fitted on each nm of the inspected 
vehicle. — — 



(Back of Page One) 


(Three partial stamps in right margin - illegible ) 

FOUR: As to the general condition of the tires installed on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their 

tread. — 

FIVE: That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each nm of the inspected vehicle. 

SIX: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. 

SEVEN: That the general condition of the vehicle’s bodywork, be put on the record. — 

As to any other fact or circumstance, that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. 

Pursuant to Articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of 
Article 502 of same, I request that photographic reproduction be ordered of the items specified above and 
any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes place 
and that, to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, 1 would 
ask this Court to state for the record that the said photographs were taken in its presence and that they are 
true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection and I therefore expressly 
request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. 

Lastly, 1 would request that once this petition has been dealt with, the original be returned to me together 
with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s grace, in Valencia, on the date of the filing hereof. 

(Signed - illegible) 

(hand written:) FILED ON SEPTEMBER 28, 2000 
ON ONE (3) SHEET OF PAPER AND NO EXHIBIT 
-No- 

9100 a.m. 


(Signed) (Illegible) 
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(Hand written) Two (2) 

(Three partial stamps down left margin ) 

...VENEZUELA 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 


September 28, 2000 


(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF 

(Illegible) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 


(Signature - illegible) 
(Hand written) 3392 


(Signature - illegible) 
(Illegible stamp) 

( Signature - illegible) 


(Hand written) - S - 


(The back of this page has one round stamp in the center ): 
...VENEZUELA 


(Seal) 

(Illegible) 
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(Hand written) Three (3) 
CA - 98 No. 04418004 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

At 4:15 p.m. today, the twenty-eighth day of September, in the year two thousand, after setting 
aside al! the time needed, the Court was transferred to and called into session at the premises of 
Transports Charro, C.A. located in the La Lagunita District in the Municipality of Libertador in 
the State of Carabobo, in this City of Valencia, in order to conduct the Judicial Inspection 
requested by attorney Miguel Angel Colmenares, Venezuelan Bar No, 30,705 who was present at 
this Inspection. Citizen Raquel Maria Sanchez de Federico, the widow of Citizen Salogero 
Federico Moseasella (who was the owner of the Inspected Vehicle, according to Vehicle 
Registration Certificate No. 2040749), a citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of Identity Card No. 
V-5,386,483. For the best advice on and illustration of the performance of this Judicial 
Inspection, the Court appointed Citizen 

( Hand written) -41- 
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(Three partial stamps in left margin — illegible) 
Xiomara Barrios Garcia as the Expert Photographer and Citizen David Goncalves as the Expert 
Mechanic, both being citizens of Venezuela, of age, and holders of Identity Cards Nos. V- 
13,234,607 and 1 1,089,574 respectively; they were present, accepted the assignment, were sworn 
in as provided by law and stated under oath that they would faithfully fulfill their obligations. 
The Expert Photographer then proceeded to take the photographs with a camera that she 
submitted to the Court for its examination, being a 636 Polaroid Close Up; the photographs were 
added to this Judicial Inspection upon first being certified, in order to form part of same. The 
Court then proceeded to conduct the requested Judicial Inspection and, upon the advice from the 
expert, it stated for the record as follows: Item ONE : The Court stated for the record that it was 
called to order on the premises of Transporte Charro, C.A., located in the La Lagunita District, 
Municipality of Libertador, State of Carabobo in this City of Valencia,” where there was a 
vehicle Make: Ford, Model: Explorer 4x4, Model: Elite XLT, 6 Cylinder, year 93, Color: Blue 
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(Hand written) Four (4) 
CA-98 No. 04418005 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

and gray, plates: GAS-1 1H”. Item TWO : The Court, upon the advice of the expert, stated for 
the record that the inspected vehicle was fitted with three (3) tires, one on each respective rim”, 
which were in good condition, as was their tread; on one of the wheels, there was no rim or tire, 
which was off to the front left part [of the vehicle] together with the spare tire”.- Item THREE : 
Upon advice from the expert, the Court stated for the record that three tires fitted on the 
respective rims of the inspected vehicle were, Make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S 
P255/70R-16, serial number DOT PBHL2AC43100. The Court also stated for the record that the 
two (2) tires to the front left part of the vehicle (not mounted) were Make: Goodyear, Type: 
Wrangler RT/S PB255/70R-16, serial number DOT PBHL2AC43100”. - Item FOUR : ... 

(Hand written) -41- 



1011 


(Back of Page Four) 

(three partial stamps down right margin) 
REPUBLIC OF.... 
(Illegible) 

MUNICIPALITIES OF 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 


Upon advice from the expert mechanic for this inspection, the Court stated for the record that the 
tread on the tires on the vehicle was in good condition, as were the tires.- Item FIVE : The Court 
ordered photographs to be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle, 
and also the two (2) tires that were to the front left of the inspected vehicle with the camera 
described above, and it ordered these to be added to this inspection in order to form part of 
same”.- Item SIX : The Court ordered photographs to be taken of the bodywork and condition of 
the inspected vehicle with the camera described above, and it ordered that these photographs be 
added to this Inspection”.- Item SEVEN : Upon advice from the expert, the Court stated for the 
record that the vehicle’s bodywork had generalized misalignment and there were dents on the 
front left side, the windshield was broken and 
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(Hand written ) Five (5) 
CA-98 No. 04418006 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
(Coat of Arms ) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 


had come away slightly, the rear mudguard had come slightly loose. At this point, the petitioner 
identified above intervened and stated: “I ask the Court to state the vehicle’s mileage for the 
record, and I also ask that it state for the record the Make, Type, serial number and condition of 
the spare tire, and also the state of its tread. The Court agreed and as requested, it stated for the 
record that the mileage of the inspected vehicle was 76,323 kilometers. It also stated for the 
record that the spare tire was: Make: Goodyear, Type: Wrangler RT/S PB255/70R-16, serial 
number DOT PBHL2AC431Q0, and it was in perfect condition, as was its tread. At that point, 
Raquel Maria Sanchez de Federico, the subpoenaed party identified above, stated to the Court 
that the reason for the accident was 


(hand written) -41- 
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a rollover”.- The Court ordered photographs to be taken of the spare tire and agreed to add them 
to this Inspection, in order to form a part thereof. The Court adjourned its mission and returned 
to the courthouse. That is all. Completed, read and signed by the undersigned, who are in 
agreement therewith. 

The Provisional Judge, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Dr. Rafael E. Castillo H. 

The Petitioner, 

(signed) (Illegible) 

The Subpoenaed Party, 

(Signed - Raquel De Federico) 

The Expert, 

(Signed - David Goncalves) 

The Photographer, 

(Signed - Xiomara Barrios G.) 

Acting Clerk, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Hand written ) -41- 
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TEN (10) 

This petition, consisting of (10) sheets of paper, having been complied with, is returned today, 
the third day of October, two thousand 

CLERK, 

(stamp - illegible) (Signed) (illegible) 

ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS SANZ 

(Three partial stamps down right margin - illegible) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF MIAMI- DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 3392, dated September 28, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered GAS-11H, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 


Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification, or having shown satisfactory evidence of 
identification. 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 25th day 


of January, 2001. 






Maury Margaret Scharrer 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


My commission No. CC932436 expires on August 24, 2004 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

No. 3392 

( Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETITIONER(S): MIGUEL.ANGEL.COLMENARES 


REASON: JUDICIAL .INSPECTION. 


COURT : FOURTH . MUNICIPAL COURT 


DATE OF ENTRY: Day: ....28 Month: ...September Year: .2000. 


DATE RETURNED: 


Day: Month: 


Year: 


No. 3392 


C.22 
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CA 98 • 42 1 -55 A 4 

1 Ciudadano 

JUEZ CUARTO DE LOS MUNICIPIOS VALENCIA. LIBERTADOR. LOS 

2 _ . .... 

GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 
JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO CARABOBO 
S;i Desnacho - 

Yo. MIGUEL ANGEL COLMENARES. venezolano. mayor de edad. 

domiciiiado en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula de identidad N w 

s 7,067.502, abogado en ejercicio, inscrito en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 

30.705, para fines legales que interesan a BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 

VENEZOLANA, C.A., compania anomma antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE 

VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo el Juzgado 

Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 

Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el 

N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de 

Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita por ante el Registro 
is 

Mercantil Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 
de enero de 1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y 
expongo: De conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de 

if. 

Procedimiento Civil y 1.429 del Codigo Civil, juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la 

if* ' _ 

habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en consecuencia se 
obvte el requisito de la distribution, con el fin de que el Tribunal se traslade y 

21 

constituya en la direction que oportunamente le senalare, a fin de dejar constancia 
por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 

2E 

PRIMERO: De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 

24 

Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford y del Modelo, Tipo, Color y Placas, que 
presents el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

26 

SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene el respectivo caucho instalado 

en cada uno de sus nines. 

TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 

2ft 

cada uno de los nnes del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

30 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

No. 3393 

( Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETITIONER(S): ARACEUS.URDANETA 


REASON: JUDICIAL. .INSPECTION. 


COURT: FOURTH. MUlflCIPAL.COURT. 


DATE OF ENTRY: Day: 28 


DATE RETURNED: Day: 


Month: September Year: ...2000. 


Month: 


Year: 


No. 3393 


C.22 
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( Hand written) One 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

CA 98 -No. 04214550 


Citizen: 

FOURTH JUDGE FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERT ADOR, LOS GUAYOS, 
NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO 
In his office. 

I, ARACELIS URDANETA, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, State of Carabobo, 
holder of identity card No. 7,082,174, a practicing attorney, registered with the Venezuelan Bar 
Association under No. 30,706, acting on my own behalf and for legal purposes that are of interest to me, 
hereby respectfully appear before you and state: In accordance with Articles 192, 936 and 938 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure, and Article 1,492 of the Civil Code, 1 swear that this case is an emergency, and I 
would ask that this Honorable Court waive the distribution requirement and set aside the necessary time 
for the Court to be transferred to and called into session at the address of which I will advise you in due 

course, in order to have the following items placed on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence of a vehicle at the location at which the Court is in session: Make: Ford, and 

the model, type, color and plates as evidenced by the inspected vehicle. 

TWO: As to whether the vehicle identified above has the respective tire fitted on each of its rims. 

THREE: As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each ran of the inspected 

vehicle. 

FOUR: As to the general condition of the tires installed on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their 

tread. 

FIVE: That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle. 

SIX: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. 

SEVEN: That a statement be made on the record as to the general condition of the vehicle’s bodywork. 
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As to any other fact or circumstances that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. - - 

Pursuant to Articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of 
Article 502, ejusdem, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items specified above 
and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes 
place and that, to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, I 
would ask this Court to state for the record that the said photographs were taken in its presence and that 
they are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection and I therefore 
expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. 

Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been complied with, the original be returned to me 
together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s grace, in Valencia, on the date of the filing 
hereof. 

(Signed - illegible) 

(Hand written) 

FILED ON SEPTEMBER 28, 2000 

ON ONE (1) SHEET OF PAPER AND NO EXHIBIT 

AMENDMENTS: NO 

TIME: 9:00 a.m.. 


(Signed) (Illegible) 
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FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR. LOS 
GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO.- 


Valencia, September 28, 2000 
189 th Year of Independence and 14 1 st year of the Federation 

This petition has been received. It is ordered that it be admitted. It is ordered that a file be opened. It is 
ordered that the necessary time be set aside and that the Court be transferred and called into session at the 
location indicated in this petition, for purposes of conducting the requested Judicial Inspection. 

( Stamp - Illegible) 

PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signature - illegible) 

DR. RAFAEL E. CASTILLO H. 

(Signature - illegible) 

CLERK 

ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS SANZ 

Complied with as ordered, this same day; logged in under No. 3393. 


THE CLERK 
(Signature - illegible) 

(Illegible stamp) 


[Back of Page Two (2) only 
has three illegible stamps] 
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(Three partial stamps down left margin - illegible) 

(Hand written ) Three (3) 
CA-98 No. 04214541 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
(Coat of Arms ) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

At 5:00 p.m. today, the twenty-eighth day of September, in the year two thousand, after setting 
aside all the time needed, the Court was transferred to and called to session at the premises of 
Transporte Charro, C.A. located in the La Lagunita District in the Municipality of Libertador in 
the State of Carabobo, in this City of Valencia, in order to conduct the Judicial Inspection 
requested by attorney Arecelis Urdaneta, Venezuelan Bar No. 30,706 who was present at this 
Inspection. Citizen Raquel Maria Sanchez de Federico, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of 
Identity Card No. V-5,386,483, the widow of Citizen Calogero Federico Mocarella (who was the 
owner of the Inspected Vehicle, according to Vehicle Registration Certificate No. 2040749), was 
served with a subpoena regarding the Court’s mission. For the best advice on and illustration of 

the performance of this Judicial Inspection, the Court appointed Citizen 

(Hand written) -42- 
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( Back of Page Three) 


(Three partial stamps down right margin - illegible) 
Xiomara Barrios Garcia as the Expert Photographer and Citizen David Goncalves as the Expert 
[Mechanic], both being citizens of Venezuela, of age, and holders of Identity Cards Nos. V- 
13,234,607 and 1 1,089,574 respectively; they were present, accepted the assignment, were sworn 
in as provided by law and stated under oath that they would faithfully fulfill their obligations. 
The Expert Photographer then proceeded to take the photographs with a camera that she 
submitted to the Court for its examination, being a Polaroid 636 Close Up; the photographs were 
added to this Judicial Inspection after being certified, as so to form part of same. The Court then 
proceeded to conduct the requested Judicial Inspection and, upon the advice of the expert, it 
stated for the record as follows: Item ONE : The Court stated for the record that it was called 
into session at the premises of Transporte Charro, C.A., located in the La Lagumta District, 
Municipality of Libertador, State of Carabobo in this City of Valencia,” where there was .. 
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(Three partial stamps down left margin - illegible) 

(Hand written) Four (4) 
CA-98 No. 04214542 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 


a vehicle Make: Ford, Model: Explorer 4x4, Model: Elite XLT, 6 Cylinder, year, 98, Color: 
Blue and gray, plates: GAS-1 1H”. Item TWO : The Court, upon the advice of the expert, stated 
for the record that the inspected vehicle was fitted with three (3) tires, one on each respective 
rim, which were in good condition, as was their tread, there was no rim or tire on one of the 
wheels; these was outside to the front left together with the spare tire.- Item THREE : Upon 
advice from the expert, the Court stated for the record that three tires fitted on the respective rims 
of the inspected vehicle were. Make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S P255/70R-16, serial 
number DOT PBHL2AC43100. The Court also stated for the record that the two (2) tires that 
were located 
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(Back of Page Four) ( two partial stamps in right margin) 

REPUBLIC OF.... 
(Illegible) 

MUNICIPALITIES OF 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

to the front left of the vehicle (not mounted) were Make: Goodyear, Type: Wrangler RT/S 
PB255/70R-16, serial number DOT PBHL2AC43100”.- Item FOUR : Upon advice from the 
expert for this inspection, the Court stated for the record that the tread on the tires on the vehicle 
was in good condition, as were the tires.- Item FIVE : The Court ordered photographs to be 
taken, with the camera described above, of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected 
vehicle, and also the two (2) tires that were to the front left of the inspected vehicle, and it 
ordered these to be added to this inspection so as to form part of same”.- Item SIX : The Court 
ordered photographs to be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle with the 
camera described above, and it ordered these photographs to be added to this Inspection”.- 
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( Three partial stamps in left margin - illegible) 


(Hand written > Five (5) 
CA- 98 No. 04214543 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
(Coat of Arms ) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp — Value: 148 Bolivars 

Item SEVEN : Upon advice from the expert, the Court stated for the record that the vehicle s 
bodywork was generally misaligned and the front left side was dented, the windshields were 
broken and had come away slightly, the rear mudguard had come slightly loose. At this point, 
the petitioner identified above intervened and stated: “I ask the Court to state the vehicle s 
mileage for the record, and I also ask that it state for the record the make, type, serial number and 
condition of the spare tire, and also the state of its tread. The Court agreed to her request, and 
stated for the record that the mileage of the inspected vehicle was 76,323 kilometers; it also 
stated for the record that the spare tire was; Make: Goodyear, Type: Wrangler RT/S PB255/70R- 
16, .... 



(Back of Page Five) 


(Three partial stamps down right margin) 
REPUBLIC OF ... 
(Illegible) 

MUNICIPALITIES OF 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 


serial number DOT PBHL2AC43 1 00, it was in perfect condition, as was its tread. The Court 
ordered a photograph to be taken of the spare tire and ordered it to be attached to this inspection 
so as to form a part thereof. At this point, the subpoenaed party identified above, Raquel Maria 
Sanchez de Federico, stated to the Court that the accident was due to a rollover.- The Court 
concluded its mission and returned to the courthouse. That is all. Completed, read and signed by 
the undersigned, who are in agreement therewith. 

THE PROVISIONAL JUDGE, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Dr. Rafael E. Castillo H. 

(Stamp - illegible) 

Petitioner, 

(signed) (Illegible) 

The Photographer, 

(Signed) Xiomara Barrios G. 

The Expert, 

(Signed) David Goncalves 

The Subpoenaed party, 

(Signed) Raquel De Federico 


Acting Clerk, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Hand written) -42- 
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NINE (9) 

(Three partial stamps to left) 

(illegible) 

This petition, consisting of (9) sheets of paper, having been complied with, is returned today, the 
third of October, two thousand. - 


Clerk, 

(Signed) (illegible) 

ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS.SANZ 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

1, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 3393, dated September 28, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered GAS-1 1H, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 

cJ/kiref 

Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 14th day 
of February, 2001. 


Notary Public 
State of Florida 

[Seal] My commission expires: 


9^' Ajdd p 


Elena Rosado 



Elena H. Rosaao 

MY COMMISSION * CC784 723 EXPIRES 
January 19. 2003 

BONDED THRU TROY FAIN INSURANCE INC. 
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j Ciudadano 

2 JUEZ CU ARTO DE LOS MU NICIPIOS V ALENCIA, LI BERTADOR, L OS 

3 GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA Y SAN DI EGO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 

4 JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO CARABOBO 


Su Desnacho . 

6 Yo, ARACEHS URDANETA, venezolana, mayor de edad, domiciliada en 
? Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 7.082.174, 
abogado en ejercicio, inscrita en el ENPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706, 
0 actuando en mi propio nombre y para fines legales que me mteresan, ante usted 
0 respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 y 


938 del Codigo de Procediimento Civil y 1.429 del Codigo Civil, juro la urgencia 
i2 del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y 

18 en consecuencia se obvie el requisite de la distribution, con el fin de que el 
Tribunal se traslade y const tuya en la direction que oportunamente le senalare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulares 

siguientes: 

16 ._. . ..... ..... . 

PRIMERO: De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 
Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford y del Modelo, Tipo, Color y Placas, que 
presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

19 

^ SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene el respectivo caucho instalado 

en cada uno de sus lines. 

21 . . _ ..... 

TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 

82 .. ... .... .. 

cada uno de los lines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 


CUARTO: De las condiciones generales de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de 

24 _ 

los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. 

25 - . ._ ...... _K*"; 

^ QUINTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno 

de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carToceria y las condiciones en que se 

29 . 

encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

29 — 

SEPTIMO: Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la 


5 

.. . 6 

7 

._ 8 
_ 9 
.... 10 
11 

. - 12 
IS 
_ 14 
.._ 15 
.. ._ ie 

.. 17 

. _ 18 
19 
, 20 
.. 21 
. 22 
.: 23 

24 
, 26 
. 26 
. 27 
28 
29 

. ao 
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31 


carroceria del vehiculo . * “ 

De cualquier otro hecho o cir cunstancia que m e rese rvo el derecho d e senalar en s u_ . 

debida oportuni dad. 

Solicito de conformidad conjos artculos 472_y 475 del^Codigo de Procedimiento 
Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el artic ulo 5 02 ejusdem.jie ordene ja 
reproduccion fotografica de los he chos a nteriormente especificados y de cualquier 
otro qu e expresamen te me reserv o senal ar en la oportun idad de la practica dedicha_ 
mspeccion judicia l y que , a tal efecto, se des igne un_practico fotografo _y un _ 
practico mec anico. A simismo, jolicito_aljrribimal que deje cons tancia que las 
referidas fotografias fueron real^tojn au presencia^y que_son reproducciones 
fieles y exactas de los hec hos evidenciados en la presente inspe cci dn judic ial, para _ 
lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta j 


43 


Inspection Judicial . — — — * ! 

Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud,J^ e sea devuelta en 
original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia^que espero en Valencia, en la feclm de su_ 
presentation. ~ — - - ---- ----- -- 


48 



C (iU 


59 



. 5C 
_J 57 


i 59 


84 
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gi carroceria del vehlculo . — — 31 

22 De cualquier otro heciio 0 cir cunstancia que m e rese rvo el derecho d e sena lar en su 3£ 

33 debida o portunidad. — "rvrZT-Tr"*" . - 33 

u Solicito de confonnidad con los articulos 472_y 475 dej_Codigo de Procedimiento 34 

3? Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el artic ulo 5 02 ejusdem, se ordene la 35 

af reproduction fotografica de los hechos anterionnente especificados y de cualquier 3e 

37 otro que expresamente me reserv o sen alar en la oportunidad de la pr actic a d e dic ha 3 _ 

3g inspection judicial y qu e, a tal efecto, se de signe un practice fotografo y un _ 38 

practico mecanico. Asimismo, solicito al T ribuna l que_ deje con stancia que las 


40 

41 

42 

43 ; 

44 

45 

40 .. 

47 . . 

48 


referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su pres^sneia^y^ que son reproducciones 40 
fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presen te inspe cci on judic i al, p ara 44 
lo cual solicito expresamente que d ichas foto gra fias sean a greg adas a est a \ 42 

Inspeccion Judicial. — _ 

Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicited, me sea dev uelta en ^ 
onginal junto con sus resultas. Es gracia_que espero en Valencia, en la fecha de su_ 

presentacion. ~ — ■- — 4tJ 

- 47 

... 4 b 




ei 

82 - 

84 : . .. — 


Hi 

. _ 82 

63 

i 84 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

No. 1770 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PBTmONERfSI: ATTORNEY ARCEI JB 1 mPANETA NAVAS 


REASON: JUDJClA.L.JN.SPEg.TIQN 


COURT: IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF SAN CARLOS AND ROMULO 

G A LLEGOS COJEDES ^ 

DATE OF ENTRY: Day: 16 Month: 10. Year: .2000 

DATE RETURNED: Day: Month: Year: 

No. 1770 

022 
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(Seal) (Hand written) One (1 ) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

CA 98 -No. 04418038 

Citizen 

JUDGE IN AND FOR TOE MUNICIPALITIES OF SAN CARLOS AND ROMULO GALLEGOS IN THE 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF COJEDES 
In his Office . 

I, ARACELIS URDANETA NAVA, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, State of Carabobo, 
bolder of Identity Card No. V-7.082.174, a practicing attorney, - ■ 

registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 30.706, appearing herein on behalf of BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, CA., a corporation formerly known as C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, 
which was registered with the Companies Register that was maintained by the Second Court of the First 
Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo, on the 
twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, the amendments thereto being assembled m one 
body of documentation, as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting 
recorded in the First Companies Register in and for the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on 
January 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8-A, hereby respectfully appear before you and state: In 
accordance with Articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure and Article 1429 of the Civil 
Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set aside the 
necessary time, thus obviating the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred and called into 
session at the location of which I shall advise it in due course, in order to have the following items placed 
on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence at the location at which the Court is in session of a vehicle: make; Ford, 
model: Explorer, and the type, color and plates as evidenced by the inspected vehicle. TWO: As to 
whether the vehicle identified above has four (4) tires mounted one on each of its rims. THREE: As to 
the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle. FOUR: 
As to the general condition of the tires installed on each nm of the inspected vehicle and their tread. 
FIVE: That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle. SIX: 
That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. SEVEN: That a 
statement be made on the record as to the general condition of the inspected vehicle’s bodywork.. As to 
any other fact or circumstances that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. Pursuant to Articles 472 
and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of Article 502 ejusdem , I 
request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items expressly specified above and any 
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(Back of Page One ) 

other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said Judicial Inspection takes place and 
that to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, I would ask 
this Court [to state for the record] that the said photographs were taken in its presence and that they are 
true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this Judicial Inspection and 1 therefore expressly 
request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. Lastly, I would request that once this 
petition has been complied with, the original be returned to me together with the results thereof. Trusting 
in the Court’s grace, on the date of the submission for filing hereof. 

(Signed) ( illegible) 

(Hand written) 

[handwritten] Received during office hours today, the sixteenth day of October, consisting of one (I) sheet 
of paper, filed by the signatory thereto.- San Carlos, the sixteenth day of October, 2000. 

Acting Clerk. 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Court Ib and for the Municipalities of San Carlos 
and Romulo Gallegos 
(Seal) 

in the Jndicial District of the State of Cojedes 


FILING PARTY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

[handwritten] JUDGE 

(Stamp) 

No. 15, October 16,2000 
(ILLEGIBLE) 
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(Hand written ) Two (2) 

( Partially legible stamp): 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

...San Carlos 

(Seal) 

in the Judicial District of the State of Cojedes 

COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF SAN CARLOS AND ROMULO GALLEGOS IN 
THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF COJEDES. - 

San Carlos, October 16, 2000 

190* Year of Independence and 141 st Year of the Federation 


Having reviewed the foregoing petition, it is ordered that it be admitted and the petition is agreed to. 
Therefore, as requested, it is ordered that all of the time needed for this inspection be set aside. It is 
ordered that the requested Judicial Inspection be conducted and to this end, the Court is ordered to be 
transfeiTed and called into session at the location that the petitioner will indicate prior thereto.- It is 
ordered that the original be returned together with the results thereof. 


PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp - illegible) 

Acting Clerk 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Stamp) 

No. 16 October 16, 2000 JM 
(Illegible) 

(Back of Page Two) 

(Three illegible stamps down the right margin) 

(partial stamp): 

... Court in and for the Municipalities 

(Seal) 

...in the Judicial District of the State of Cojedes 
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(Hand written) Three (3) 

(Two partial stamps in the left margin - illegible) 

At 2:45 p.m. today, the sixteenth day of October, two thousand, having fust set aside the tune n^d - d , 
since the case was stated under oath to be an emergency, the Court was transferred and set up at the 
premises at No. 19-123, Avenida de los Estadios in the Altagracia District of this City of San Carlos, 
State of Cojedes, as indicated by the petitioner, in order to conduct the Judicial Inspection ordered m the 
foregoing pleading. Present at the inspection was citizen, Lesvia Josefina de Rodriguez, a citizen of 
Venezuela, of age, holder of identity card No. 4,097,395, a housewife, married and domiciled in this City, 
who was served with a subpoena with regard to the Court's mission. The Court then proceeded to appoint 
David Conceives, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of identity card No. 11,089,574, a mechanic, 
domiciled in Valencia, in the State of Carabobo, and here in transit, as the expert to advise the Court on 
conducting its mission, and citizen, Marcelino Andrejo, a citizen of Venezuela, of age 


(Back of Page Three) 

(Three illegible stamps down the right margin) 
(3 partial stamps diagonally down the page): 

....Court in and for the Municipalities 

(Seal) 

...in the Judicial District of the State of Cojedes 
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(T wo partial stamps in left margin - illegible) 


(Hand written) Four (4) 


holder of identity card No. 342,309 and domiciled in this city, as the expert photographer; both being 
present, they accepted the jobs as the expert mechanic and the expert photographer respectively, and were 
sworn in as provided by law. At this point, the Court stated for the record that the camera used for this 
inspection has the following characteristics: make: POLAROID 636 Close Up. The Court then ordered 
the expert photographer, who had been appointed, to take the pertinent photographs, so that they could be 
added to the record. The Court then went on to conduct the Judicial Inspection that had been requested 
and ordered and made a statement on the record as to the following items, tracking the items in the 
petition. Item No. ONE . With regard to this item, the Court stated for the record that it was set up on the 
premises at No. 19-123 located in the Altagracia District on Avenida de los Estadios 


(Back of Page Four) 

(Three stamps down the right margin and three stamps diagonally across the page - illegible) 
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(Hand written) Five (5) 

(partial stamp in left margin - illegible) 

m this City of San Carlos, State of Cojedes, where there was a vehicle, make: Ford, model: Explorer 
XLT, type: 4x2, Color: two tone green, year: 1996, plates: KAD-50P.- Item No. TWO : With regard to 
this item, the Court stated for the record that the vehicle described above had four (4) tires mounted one 
on each of its rims.- Item No. THREE: With regard to this item, the Court, being duly advised by the 
expert mechanic who had been appointed, stated for the record that the four (4) tires mounted one on each 
of the rims on the inspected vehicle were: make: Goodyear, type: LT 235/75R-15, the serial number of 
the right front tire was: DOT PBHL 2ACA 2800; on the front left tire: DOT PBHL 2ACA 2800; on the 
rear left tire, serial number: DOT PBHL 2ACA 2800 and on the rear right tire, serial No. DOT PBHL 
2ACA 2800; furthermore, the Court stated for the record with the advise of the expert, that the tires were 
Goodyear Wrangler RT/S LT 235/75R15. Item No. FOUR With 


(Back of Page Five) 

(Three stamps down the right margin and three stamps diagonally across the page - illegible) 
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(Illegible stamp in left margin) 


(Hand written) Six (6) 


regard to this item, the Court, upon advice from the expen, stated for the record that the general condition 
of each of the tires and also their tread was good. Item No. FIVE : With regard to this item, the Court 
agreed to the request and ordered the expert photographer who had been appointed to take photographs of 
each of the tires mounted on each of the runs of the inspected vehicle with the camera described above, so 
as to be added to the record. The expert photographer appointed then proceeded to take the photographs 
ordered in this item. Item No. SIX: With regard to this item, the Court ordered photographs to be taken 
of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle with the camera described above, and that the 
photographs be added to this Inspection. Item No. SEVEN : With regard to this item, the Court, upon the 
advice of the expert, 


(Back of Page Six) 

(Three stamps down the right margin and three stamps diagonally across the page - illegible) 
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(Two illegible stamps in left margin) 


(Hand written) seven (7) 


stated for the record that the vehicle was generally misaligned, the hood and roof were caved in, the sides 
were misaligned and dented, the windshield was shattered, the front end was misaligned. At this point, 
the petitioning attorney, Aracelis Urdaneta Navas, stated: “I would ask the Court to state the mileage on 
the vehicle for the record and I would also ask it to state for the record the make, type, serial number and 
condition of the spare tire and also the state of the tread on same. At this point, the Court acted pursuant 
to these requests and consequently, with regard to the first request, it stated for the record, upon advice 
from the expert who had been appointed, that the mileage was eighty-two thousand five hundred and 
twenty-six kilometers (82,526 Kins.). Likewise, with regard to the second request, upon advice from the 
expert, it stated for the record that the spare tire was: make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S LT 
235/75R-15 


( Back of Page Seven) 

(Three stamps down the right margin and three stamps diagonally across the page - illegible) 
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{Illegible stamp in left margin) 


(Hand written} eight (B) 


serial number TOT FBHL 2ACA 210©; be sis© requested feat a statement: be placed on the record that 
this hie proved to be in perfect condition as was its tread. Lastly, he asked the Court to place a statement 
on fee record, upon advice from the expert, as to the state of the power steering box and it was ordered 
that photographs be takes of same s© feat they could be added- to the record The Court then agreed to fee 
request and consequently, upon advice from fee appointed expert, it stated for the record feat the steering 
box was cracked in the center. At this point, citizen, Lesvia iosefina de Rodriguez, being present, who 
was shown, as fee owner of fee Inspected Vehicle on Vehicle Registration Certificate No. 1086208, 
stated; “1 was dri ving from the City of San Carlos to Valencia in the Inspected Vehicle near fee town: 


(Sack &f, Page Eight) 

(Three stamps down the right margin and three stamps diagonally across the page - illegible) 
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(Illegible stamp in left margin) 


( Hand written) nine (9) 


of Tinaquillo, State of Cojedes when I tried to avoid a hole or pothole in the road, the truck did not 
respond to the maneuver and then rolled over; moreover, the subpoenaed party identified above stated for 
the specific record that the tires that were fitted, and also the spare tire for the Inspected Vehicle had been 
installed about sixty (60) days ago. Having fulfilled the purpose of the transfer, the Court agreed to return 
to the Courthouse at 4 p.m. Completed, read and signed by the undersigned who are in agreement 
therewith. 


Provisional Judge, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp - illegible) 

The subpoenaed party, 
(Signed) (Illegible) Rodriguez 

Petitioner, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

The Expert, 

(Signed) David Goncalves 

Expert Photographer, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp - Illegible) 

No. 17 - October 16, 2000 Acting Clerk, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Back of Page Nine) 

Returned on this same day, consisting of twelve (12) sheets of paper. 

Acting Clerk, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Illegible stamps down right margin and diagonally down the page) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 1770, dated October 16, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered KAD-50P, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 


Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 


Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 14th day 
of February, 2001. 


Notary Public 
State of Florida 

[Seal] My commission expires: /-/ 9-03 




1068 


REPUBLIC A DE VENEZUELA 


PODER JUDICIAL 

JUHISDICCIOIN Cl 

SOLICITUDES 

ARCH I VO 

Soticltante (c): Abogado ARACBLIS .URBASSIA KAVAS 


Motive: INSPECTION JUDICIAL 


Juzgado: OB ICS MUtSCIPICS SAM CAR ICS Y ROKUIC SAI-'SSCS CGJSDSS 


Feche Entrada: Dfa Wes ~ Ado 


Fecha Danluddn: Dla Idea Ann 


2 . 000 .- 
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(J'-“ C ') 


CA-98 JVs 0441603S 


Ciudadano 


t 

JUEZ DE LOS MUNICIPIQS SAN CARLC6 Y RCWULC CALLERS DE t A 7TSCUNS 

a 

CRT PCI OK JUDICIAL. DEL ESTADO CCJSDES 

4 


6 

SuDespacfao.- 

« 

Yo, ARACEUS URDANETA NAVA venezolana, mayor <fc Mart domiciliada en Valencia, 

7 

Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cdduia de Identidad N» V-7.082. 174, abogada en ejercicio, inscrita 

C 

«n el INPREABOGADO bsjo cl N° 30.706, ante usted respehiosamente ocurro y expongo: De 

9 

coafcmidad con los anfcalos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Pracedimiemo Civil y 1429 del | 

10 

C6digo Civil, juro la urgencia del case, solicito ia habilitadbn del tiempo necesano de este j 

11 

honorable Tribunal y, en coasecuencia, se obvie, el requisite de la datribueibn, con el fin de due el 

It 

tribunal se traslade y consdtuya en la direccibn que opommamente le sedalart, a fin de dejar 

It 

constancia por via de Inspeccidit Judicial, de les parcculares sigirientes: 

14 

De la presencia en el Iugar donde se eneuentia constituido el Tribunal, de un vehiculo 

18 

Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, y el tipo, color y pl&cas, que presents el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

18 

j SEQVNOQ: Si el vehiculo antes identificado, dene cuatro (4) cauchos instalados en cada uno de 

17 ; 

sus lines, XESCEEQ' De la marca. tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos mstalados en cada uno 

18 , 

de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. .CUARTQ: De las condiciones generales de los cauchos 

19 i 

instalados en cada uno dc los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su ban da ds rodaraieoto. 

w i 

QUIETIS Sc tomen fotograS&s de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno tie los nnes del 

B1 

vehiculo inspeccionado. SE?EJQ; Se tomen fotografias de la canoceria y las condiciones es que se 

£8 

eneuentia el vehiculo inspeccionado. gQ!JlM& Se deje constancy de las condiciones generales 

*8 

en que se encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado. De cualquier otro hecho o 

£4 

ciicunstancia que me reservo el derecho de sefiakr en su debida oportumdac. Solicrto de 

ts 

conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Cddigo de Procedimiento Civil, en coiKordancia con 

£« 

3o previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem. se ordene la rrproduccion fotogr&fica ce los bechos 

£7 

expresamente especificados y de cualquier otro que expresameme me reserve sertaiar en la j 

« i 

oponumdad de la prtctica de dicha Inspecdbn Judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practice i 

20 L 

fotbgrafo y un practice mectaico. Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que las referidas fotografias : 

*0 5. 

fueron realiradas en su presaicia y que son reproducciones fteles y exactas de los hechos 
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evidenciados en la presente lnspeccibn Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichaa 

11 ^ _ , »i 

fotografias scan agregadas a esta lnspeccibn Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la i 

« ; tt 

preseme sohcitud, me sea devuelta en original junto con sus resuhas Es grama que espero en 

is 

en la fecha de su presentacibn. f 

14 .,*4 
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3<r> C 2.7 




SADO BE IDS MtJNlCIPlQS SAN CAR 10 S X RO HU 10 GAUSSOS DB LA 

morascRipaos judicial dbl estado cqjedes.- 

San Carlos, 16 de Octubre del 2.000.- 

190« y 141» 

Vista la anterior solicited.- Admitsse y se seuerda de eonfor 
alidad.- En eonsecueneia, confor* esti solieitado se habilit* 
todo el tieeoo que sea neeesario para este acto.- Practlquese 
la Inspeccion Judicial sollcitada y a doles fines a* ordena #1 
tresledo y const itucion del Tribunal en #1 lugar que previa men 
te indicare la parte solicits nte.- DevuAlvase oroginal can sus 
reaultas.- 


B1 Juez 


torsi. 


la 
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QjlXCjIwD (_mJ 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

N °- 1771 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETmONER(S):... ATTORNEY. MIGUEL ANGEL COLMENAKES MONCADA 
REASON: JUDICIAL LNSPECTipN 


COURT: IN.ANDFOR.THE MUNICIPALITIES OF SAN CARLOS AND ROMULO 
GALLEGOS COJIDES 

DATE OF ENTRY: Day: 16 Month 


DATE RETURNED: Day: Month 


10 Year: ....2000 


Year: 


No. 1771 


C.22 
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(Hand written) One (1) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: 148 Bolivars 

CA 98 -No. 04418042 

Citizen 

JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF SAN CARLOS AND ROMULO GALLEGOS IN THE 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF COJEDES 

In his Office . 

I, MIGUEL ANGEL COLMENARES MONCADA, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, State of 

Carabobo, holder of Identity Card No. V-7,067,502, a practicing attorney, 

registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 30,705, appearing herein on behalf of BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZO LAN A , CA., a corporation formerly known as C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, 
which was registered with the Companies Register that was maintained by the Second Court of the First 
Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo, on the 
twenty-third (23 rf ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, the amendments thereto being assembled in one 
body of documentation, as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting 
recorded in the First Companies Register in and for the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on 
January' 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8- A, hereby respectfully appear before you and state: In 
accordance with Articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure and Article 1429 of the Civil 
Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set aside the 
necessary' time, thus obviating the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred and called into 
session at the location of which I shall advise it in due course, in order to have the following items placed 
on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As tc the presence at the location at which the Court is in session of a vehicle: make: Ford, 
model: Explorer, and the type, color and plates as evidenced by the inspected vehicle. TWO; As to 
whether the vehicle identified above has four (4) tires mounted one on each of its rims. THREE: As to 
the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle. FOUR: 
As to the general condition of the tires installed on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their tread. 
FIVE That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle, SIX: 
That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. SEVEN: That a 
statement be made on the record as to the general condition of the inspected vehicle’s bodywork.. 
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(Back of Page One) 

As to any other fact or circumstances that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. Pursuant to 
Articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of Article 502 
ejusdem, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items expressly specified above 
and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said Judicial Inspection takes 
place and that to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, I 
would ask this Court [to state for the record] that the said photographs were taken in its presence and that 
they are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this Judicial Inspection and I therefore 
expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. Lastly, I would request that 
once this petition has been complied with, the original be returned to me together with the results thereof. 
Trusting in the Court’s grace, on the date of the submission for filing hereof. 

(Signed) ( illegible) 

(Hand written) 

[handwritten] Received during office hours today, the sixteenth day of October, consisting of one (1) sheet 
of paper, filed by the signatory thereto. 

Acting Clerk. 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Court in and for the Municipalities of San Carlos 
and Romulo Gallegos 
(Seal) 

in the Judicial District of the State of Cojedes 


FILING PARTY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

[handwritten] JUDGE 

(Stamp) 

No. 18, October 16, 2000 
(ILLEGIBLE) 


[Form Logo] Lc Caitiere 
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(Hand written) Two (2) 

(Three partial stamps in left margin - illegible) 

COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF SAN CARLOS AND ROMULO GALLEGOS IN 
THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF COJEDES.- 

San Carlos, October 16, 2000 

1 90 th Year of Independence and 1 4 1 5t Year of the Federation 


Having reviewed the foregoing petition, it is ordered that it be admitted and the petition is agreed to. 
Therefore, as requested, it is ordered that all of the time needed for this inspection be set aside. It is 
ordered that the requested Judicial Inspection be conducted and to this end, the Court is ordered to be 
transferred and called into session at the location that the petitioner will indicate prior thereto.- It is 
ordered that the original be returned together with the results thereof. 


PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Court in and for the Municipalities of San Carlos 
and Romulo Gallegos 
(Seal) 

in the Judicial District of the State of Cojedes 


Acting Clerk 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Stamp) 

No. 19 October 16, 2000 JM 
(Illegible) 
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(Two partial stamps in the left margin - illegible) 

At 4:10 p.m. today, the sixteenth day of October, two thousand, having first set aside the time needed, 
since the case was stated under oath to be an emergency, the Court was transferred and set up at the 
premises at No. 19-123, Avenida de los Estadios in the Altagracia District of this City of San Carlos, 
State of Cojedes, as indicated by the petitioner, in order to conduct the Judicial inspection ordered in the 
foregoing pleading. Present at the inspection was citizen, Lesvia Josefina de Rodriguez, a citizen of 
Venezuela, of age, holder of identity card No. 4,097,395, a housewife, married and domiciled in this City, 
who was served with a subpoena with regard to the Court’s mission. The Court then proceeded to appoint 
David Goncalves, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of identity card No. 11,089,574, a mechanic, 
domiciled in 
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(Hand written) Four (4) 


Valencia and here in transit, as the expert to advise the Court on conducting its mission, and citizen, 
Marcel ino Andrejo, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of identity card No. 342,309 and domiciled in 
this city, as the expert photographer; both being present, they accepted the jobs as the expert mechanic 
and the expert photographer respectively, and were sworn in as provided by law. At this point, the Court 
stated for the record that the camera used for this inspection has the following characteristics: make: 
POLAROID 636 Close Up. The Court then ordered the expert photographer, who had been appointed, to 
take the pertinent photographs, so that they could be added to the record. The Court then went on to 
conduct the Judicial Inspection that had been requested and ordered and made a statement on the record 
as to the following items, tracking the items in the petition. Item No. ONE . With regard to this item, the 
Court stated for the record 
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(Handwritten) Five (5) 


that it was set up on the premises at No. 19-153 located in the Altagracia District on Avenida de los 
Estadios in this City of San Carlos, State of Cojedes, where there was a vehicle, make: Ford, model: 
Explorer XLT, type: 4x2, Color: two tone green, year: 1996, plates: KAD-50P.- Item No. TWO : With 
regard to this item, the Court stated for the record that the vehicle described above had four (4) tires 
mounted one on each of its rims.' Item No. THREE : With regard to this item, the Court, being duly 
advised by the expert mechanic who had been appointed, stated for the record that the four (4) tires 
mounted one on each of the rims on the inspected vehicle were: make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S 
LT 235/75R-15, the serial number of the right front tire was: DOT PBHL 2ACA 2800; on the front left 
tire: DOT PBHL 2ACA 2800; on the rear left tire, serial number: DOT PBHL 2ACA 2800 and on the 
rear right tire, serial No. DOT PBHL 2ACA 2800. 
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(Illegible stamp in left margin) 

Item No. FOUR : With regard to this item, the Court, upon advice from the expert, stated for the record 
that the general condition of each of the tires and also their tread was good. Item No. FIVE : With regard 
to this item, the Court agreed to the request and ordered the expert photographer who had been appointed 
to take photographs of each of the tires mounted on each of the rims of the inspected vehicle with the 
camera described above, so as to be added to the record. The expert photographer appointed then 
proceeded to take the photographs ordered in this item. Item No. SIX: With regard to this item, the Court 
ordered photographs to be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle with the 
camera 
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(T wo illegible stamps in left margin ) 

described above, and that the photographs be added to this Inspection. Item No. SEVEN : With regard to 
this item, the Court, upon the advice of the expert, stated for the record that the vehicle was generally 
misaligned, the hood and roof were caved in, the sides were misaligned and dented, the windshield was 
shattered, the front end was misaligned. At this point, the petitioning attorney, Miguel Angel 
Colmenares, representing Bndgestone Firestone Venezolana, C.A., formerly known as C.A. Firestone 
Venezolana, stated: “I would ask the Court to state the mileage on the vehicle for the record and I would 
also ask it to state for the record the make, type, serial number and condition of the spare tire and also the 
state of the tread on same. At this point, the Court acted pursuant 
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(One illegible stamp in left margin ) 


( Hand written) eight (S') 


to these requests and consequently, with regard to the first request, it stated for the record, upon advice 
from the expert who had been appointed, that the mileage was eighty -two thousand five hundred and 
twenty-six kilometers (82,526 Kms.). With regard to the second request, upon advice from the expert, it 
stated for the record that the spare tire was: make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S LT 235 75R-15, 
serial number DOT PBHL 2ACA 2800; he also requested that a statement be placed on the record that 
this tire proved to be in perfect condition as was its tread. Lastly, he asked the Court to place a statement 
on the record, upon advice from the expert, as to the state of the power steenng box and it was ordered 
that photographs be taken of same so that they could be added to the record 
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(Illegible stamp in left margin ) 


The Court then agreed to the request and consequently, upon advice from the appointed expert, it stated 
for the record that the steering box was cracked in the center. At this point, citizen, Lesvia Josefina de 
Rodriguez, being present, who was shown, as the owner of the Inspected Vehicle on Vehicle Registration 
Certificate No. 1086208, stated: “I was driving from the City of San Carlos to Valencia in the Inspected 
Vehicle near the town of Tinaquillo, State of Cojedes when I tried to avoid a hole or pothole in the road, 
the truck did not respond to the maneuver and then rolled over; moreover, the subpoenaed party identified 
above 
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stated for the record that the tires that were fitted, and also the spare tire for the Inspected Vehicle had 
been installed about sixty (60) days ago. Having fulfilled the purpose of the transfer, the Court agreed to 
return to the Courthouse at 5:30 p.m. Completed, read and signed by the undersigned who are in 
agreement therewith. 


Provisional Judge, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp - illegible) 

The subpoenaed party, 
(Signed) (Illegible) Rodriguez 

Petitioner, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

The, 

(Signed) David Goncalves 

Expert Photographer, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp - Illegible) 

No. 20 - October 16, 2000 Acting Clerk, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 
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Returned on this same day, consisting of thirteen (13) sheets of paper. 

Acting Clerk, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

( Four stamps down page): 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Court in and for the Municipalities of San Carlos 
and Romulo Gallegos 
(Seal) 

in the Judicial District of the State of Cojedes 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA $ 

} SS 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 1771, dated October 16, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered KAD-5GP, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 


Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 29th day 
of January, 2001. 

Elena RoWdo 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 

[Seal] My commission expires: 
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Sollcttanta(l): 


Abogado MICOBL AN5EI, C0U9QUKBS HCJCABA.. 


Rotlvo: 1NS>BCCICN JOT1CUL 


Juzgado: BE .. US MUHICIPIOS S AW CARIOS T ROMU LO GALIBOS OOJBDBS 


Facha Entrada: da 26 «aa ^ Alla ?-0OO.- 
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CA-’ 8 Ai 0441S0-; 



Ciudadano 


JTJEZ DE LOS MUNI Cl PI 'OS SAN CARLOS Y ROMULO GALLEGOS DE LA CIRCIWS_ 


CPI PCI ON JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO COJEDSS 



* 

SuDespacbo,- 

* 

Yo, MIGUEL ANGEL COLMENARES MONCADA, venczolano, miyor de edad, domiciliado en 

7 

Valencia, Eatado Cmbobo, attilar <fc la Cbdul* de Identidad N” V-7. 067.502, abegada en 






mscrito en el INPREABCXjADO bajo el N* 30.705, precedieado en inierts de BRIDGESTONE ! 


FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., compaiia ant a dmcniiiMiia C.A. FIRESTONE 


VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil que Uew6 ei Juxgado Seguado de Primer* 


Instaacia es lo Civil y Mercantil de la Cirasocnpddc Judicial del Est&do Carabooo, en fee ha 23 


de oetubre de 1956, bajo el N° !, compiladas sus reforms en un solo curarpo, segun consta de Acta 


de Asamblea General Extnwrdmana de Acciomslas, inscrita por ante ef Registrc mercantil 


Primeio de la CiramscripciOn Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo el 


N* 2, Tomo 8-A, ante listed respetuostmente ocurro y expoogo: De ccnfoimidad coo los amculos 


192. 936 y 938 del Cddigo de Procedmuemo Civil y 1429 del Cddigo Civil juro la urgencia del 


caso, soUcito La habilitacidn del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal y, ce consecueacia. 


se obvie, el requisite de la distribucidn, cos ei fin de que el tribunal K traslade y const! tuyt en U 


direccibn que opertunameme le sefiakrt, a fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspcccidn Judicial, 


de los pamculares siguientes: 


PEUMERQ De la prcsencia en el lugar donde se encuentra const: tui do el Tribunal, de un vehfculo 


Marc* Ford, Model o: Explorer, y cl tipo, color y placas, que presenta el vehiculo inspeccioaado. 


SEGUNPO: Si el veMculo antes identificado, nene cuatro (4) caucbos mstalados en cada uno de 


su* fin**- iEKCERO: De la marca, epo y senal de cada uno de los caucbos instalados en cada uno 


de ios rines del vehiculo mspcccionado. CVARTO' De las coixLcioncs gcncrales de los caucbos 


mstalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo mspecdonado y su bauds de rodamiento. 


QUINT.G- Se tomen fotograflas de cada tmo de los caucbos mstalados en cada uno de los nnes del 


vehiculo inspeccionado. SEXTO: Sc tomen fotogrtfias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se 


CTcuentra el vehiculo irapeccionado. S£PTIMO. Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales 
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GADO D2 IOS KU NX Cl? IQS SAS CARLOS Y R OKU IQ GALLEGOS DE LA CIR 

a T ::SCRJ?ClCN JUDICIAL DSL SSTaDO CQJSDSS.- 

San Carlos » 16 de Qctubre del 2,000.- 


1908 y 14 la 

Vista la anterior sclicitud,- AdEitase y se acuerda de cor.fersi 
dad. Sr. consecuencia, confcrme estd solicitado se habilita todo 
el tienpo qu© sea neeesaric para este acto.- Pract iquese la Ins 
peccidn Judicial solioitada y a tales fines se ordena el trasla 
do y constitution del Tribunal en el lugar que indioare previa^ 
sente el so licit ante,- Devu^lvase original con sus resultas.- 

i.: 

• si Sr- 





La 





■ >0 


00 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

No. 3439 


PETITIONER(S'): ARACE LI S URDXnETA 


REASON:... 

JUDICIAL INSPECTION 




COURT: .... 

FOURTH MUNICIPAL COURT 



DATE OF ENTRY: Day: 10 

Month: 1) 

Year: 

3000 . 

DATE RETURNED: Day. 

Month: 

Year: ..... 



No. 3439 

cxi 
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(Hand written) One (1) 

Citizen: 

FOURTH JUDGE FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, LOS GUAYOS, 
NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO 
In his office. 

I, ARACELIS URDANETA, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, State of Carabobo, 
bolder of national identity card No, V-7,082,174, a practicing attorney, registered with the Venezuelan 
Bar Association under No. 30,706, appearing herein in my capacity as counsel for BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a corporation formerly known as C.A. FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, which was registered with the Commercial Register that was maintained by the Second 
Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo, on the twenty-third (23 rt ) day 'of October, 1956, under No. 1, the amendments thereto being 
assembled in one body of documentation, as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General 
Shareholders’ Meeting, recorded in the First Commercial Register in and for the Judicial District of the 
State of Carabobo on January 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8-A, my capacity being evidenced by the 
power of attorney executed before the Sixth Notary Public’s Office in Valencia, on the 25 th day of 
October, 2000, which was recorded under No. 41, Volume 79 of the Books of Authentications maintained 
by that Notary Public’s Office, respectfully appear before you and state. In accordance with Articles 
192, $36 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and Article 1,429 of the Civil Code, I swear that this 
case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set aside the necessary time, thus obviating 
the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred and called into session at the location of 
which I shall advise it in due course, in order to have the following items placed on the record by means 
of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence at the location at which the Court is called into session of a vehicle described as 
follows: make: Ford, model: Explorer, with the type, color and plates as evidenced by the inspected 
vehicle.- TWO: As to whether the vehicle described above has four (4) tires mounted one on each of its 
rims. THREE: As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the 
inspected vehicle. FOUR: .As to the general condition of the tires mounted on each rim of the inspected 
vehicle and their tread, FIVE : That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the 
inspected vehicle. SIX : That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected 
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vehicle. SEVEN: That a statement be placed on the record as to the general condition of the bodywork 
of the inspected vehicle. As to any other fact or circumstance, that I reserve the right to indicate in due 
course. Pursuant to Articles 472 mid 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the 
provisions of Article 502 ejusdem, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items 
expressly specified above and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said 
judicial inspection takes place and that, to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be 
appointed. Furthermore, I would ask this Court [to state for the record] that the said photographs were 
taken in its presence and that they are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this Judicial 
Inspection and I therefore expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. 
Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been complied with, the original be returned to me 
together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s grace, on the date of the submission for filing 
hereof. 

(Signed - illegible) 


(Stamp) 

Submitted for filing on November 10, 2000 
consisting of one (1) sheet of paper 
Amendments: NONE 
1 1:30 a.m. during office hours 
GIVEN IMMEDIATELY TO JUDGE 
(Hand written) The Filing Party, 

(Signed) (Illegible) (Hand written) Acting Clerk, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 
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[(Hand written) Two (2)] 

(Partial stamp) 

Form No (illegible) 

Fees:_ 

(Seal) GRANTING OF __ 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) CA - 98 427271 7 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp: 

One hundred and forty-eight Bolivars 148,00 (Stamp); 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Ministry of the Interior and Public Justice 
(Coat of Arms) 

(Signed) (illegible) Sixth Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Stamp): Francis Gi/tart de Olivastrf (Stamp); 

Attorney TRANSFERRED: [ / ) 

Venezuelan Bar Association No. 67,252 ADVANCE PAYMENT: [ V } 

I, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, a citizen of the United States of America, being of 

age, legally competent, domiciled in the City of Valencia, State of Carabobo and holder of identity card 

No. 81,607,491, acting in my capacity as President of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, 

C.A., (formerly known as C.A. Firestone Venezuela), a corporation registered in the Commercial Register 

that was maintained by the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the 

Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on the twenty-third (23" 1 ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1 , the 

reforms thereto being assembled in a single body of documentation as set forth in the Minutes of the 

Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting recorded in the First Commercial Register in and for the 

Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on January 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8-A, authorized 

herefor as evidenced in the Twelfth Clause of part “C M of the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, 

hereby declare: That on behalf of the company I represent, I am granting a Special Power of Attorney 

that is as broad and sufficient as the law requires, to Attorneys: MIGUEL ANGEL COLMENARES 

and ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, who are citizens of Venezuela, of age, single, legally 

competent, holders of identity cards Nos. 7,067,502 and 7,082,174 respectively, and registered with the 

Venezuelan Bar Association under Numbers 30,705 and 30,706 respectively, and who are both domiciled 

in this City, to act jointly or separately and represent and uphold the rights, actions and interests of the 

company I represent, BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., which is identified above, 

and consequently, pursuant to this mandate, the Attorneys mentioned above are authorized to file and 

answer complaints, be deemed to have been summoned and subpoenaed; assert affirmative defenses and 

file motions to dismiss, answer same and file counterclaims, withdraw claims, settle, agree, compromise 

in arbitration proceedings before arbitrators or at law, offer and produce evidence, move for and execute 

.attachments and enforcement procedures, exercise any ordinary or extraordinary remedies granted by 

vLaw, including that of cassation, place bids at auctions and adjudications. The attorneys may appoint 

special attorneys for certain matters if they deem it appropriate or if the law so requires, replace them in 

whole or in part, reserve the exercise thereof or not, and resume it at any time they wish....... 
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(Three partial stamps down right margin:) 

Bolivanan Republic.. 
Ministry of the Interior. 

(Seal) 

Sixth Notary Public 

(Stamp): 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Ministry of the Interior and Public Justice 
(Coat of Arms) 

Sixth Notary Public in and for Valencia 

before the Courts, officials and competent agencies of the Republic, the states and municipalities, and any 
other natural persons or legal entities of a public or private nature. It is understood that the powers listed 
herein are merely for purposes of example and are not limitative. Two identical counterparts hereof are 
being made for a single purpose. Valencia, on the date of the authentication hereof. - 


ForBFVZ 
(Signed) (illegible) 

JORGE A. GONZALEZ A. 
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[(Hand written) Three (3)] 
(Stamp) 

Dilia Rodriguez de (illegible) 

SIXTH NOTARY PUBLIC 

(Three partial stamps down left margin) IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

Sixth — of Venezuela 

( Illegible ) (Two stamps across page) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of the Interior and Public Justice 

(Seal) 

Sixth Notary Public in and for Valencia 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. SIXTH NOTARY PUBLIC’S OFFICE IN AND FOR 
VALENCIA IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA. The twenty-fifth (25*) day of October, two 
thousand. 190“ Year of Independence and the 141“ year of the Federation. The foregoing document, 
which was prepared by Attorney, FRANCIS GINART DE OLIVASTRI [sic], who is registered with the 
VENEZUELAN BAR ASSOCIATION under No. 67252, was submitted for AUTHENTICATION AND 
RETURN, as per form No. 36798 dated' October 24, 2000. Present was (were) the Cirantor(s) thereof, 
who stated that his/her (their) name(s) was (were): JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, acting 
in his capacity as President ofBRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C-A"). . 


Of age, domiciled in VALENCIA 


Nationality:. UNWED STATES OF AMERICA 


Marita! status: MARRIED (handwritten] 


Holder ofldentity Card(s) No.(s) &81, 607,491- 


Having read, and compared the original with the photocopies thereof, which were all then signed, in the 
presence of THE NOTARY, THE GRANTOR(S) stated: “THE CONTENT THEREOF IS TRUE AND 
THE SIGNATURE(S) APPEARING AT THE BOTTOM OF THE DOCUMENT ARE MINE (OURS)”. 
THE NOTARY therefore declared it to be AUTHENTICATED in the presence of clerks/witnesses: 
MILAGROS RUEDA and MIGUEL BOADA, holders ofldentity Cards No. V-4,872,554 and V- 
4,684,501, and it was inserted under No. 41, Volume 79, of the books of AUTHENTICATIONS 
maintained by this Notary's Office. THE UNDERSIGNED NOTARY STATES FOR THE RECORD 
THAT SHE DECLARED THAT SHE . . . 
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(Stamp) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of the Interior and Public Justice 

(Seal) 

Sixth Notary Public in and for Valencia 

REVIEWED AND RETURNED THE REGISTRATION OF BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA C.A., RECORDED IN THE COMMERCIAL REGISTER MAINTAINED BY THE 
COURT OF THE FIRST INSTANCE FOR CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS IN THIS 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT, ON OCTOBER 23, 1956, UNDER NO. 1, THE REFORMS THERETO BEING 
ASSEMBLED IN A SINGLE BODY OF DOCUMENTATION AS SET FORTH IN THE MINUTES OF 
THE EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL SHAREHOLDERS’ MEETING, RECORDED IN THE FIRST 
COMMERCIAL REGISTER IN AND FOR THIS JUDICIAL DISTRICT, ON JANUARY 29, 1997, 
UNDER NO. 2, VOLUME S-A, AND BEING AUTHORIZED FOR THIS ACT AS EVIDENCED BY 
CLAUSE TWELVE OF PART “C“ OF THE STATUTORY INCORPORATION PAPERS AND ALSO, 
FOR THE RECORD, IT IS STATED THAT I AM AUTHORIZING CLERK NO. 1 AT THIS 
NOTARY’S OFFICE, CITIZEN MARIA VICTORIA RODRIGUEZ, HOLDER OF IDENTITY CARD 
V-7,098,108, TO WITNESS THE SIGNING THEREOF PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 29 OF THE 
NOTARY PUBLIC REGULATIONS, AT FIRESTONE’S OFFICES ON THE OLD LOS GUAYOS 
HIGHWAY IN VALENCIA, AT 2:00 PM. 

SIXTH NOTARY PUBLIC, GRANTOR, 

(Signed) (Illegible) (Signed) J.A. Gonzalez 

(Stamp) 

Dilia Rodriguez de (illegible) 

SIXTH NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Stamp) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of the Interior and Public Justice 

(Seal) 

Siztb Notary Public in and for Valencia 


THE WITNESSES, 

(T wo signatures - illegible) 


AUTHORIZED EMPLOYEE, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
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(Hand written) Four (4) 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, 
LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF CARABOBO. 


Valencia, November 10, 2000 
1 89* year of Independence and 141“ Year of the Federation 


This petition has been received. It is ordered that the distribution [requirement] be waived as the 
emergency nature of the case has been stated under oath. It is ordered that the necessary time be 
set aside. It is ordered that it be admitted. It is ordered that the Court be transferred and called 
into session at the location indicated in this petition, in order to conduct the requested JUDICIAL 
INSPECTION. 


PROVISIONAL JUDGE: 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

DR. RAFAEL E. CASTILLO H; 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, 
LIBERTADOR 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 

IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 

ACTING CLERK: 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

LUISA J.VASQUEZC.- 

Admitted on this date under No. 


ACTING CLERK: 

(Signed) (Illegible) 
(Stamp - illegible) 
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( Three partial stamps down left margin - illegible) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Seal) 

Fee for fiscal stamp - Value: One hundred and forty-eight Bolivars (Bs. 148.00) 

CA-98 No. 04406987 

At 3:30 p.m. today, the tenth (10 th ) day of November in the year two thousand, the Court was transferred 
and called into session at the at the Marina Apartments Parking Lot in the Manna Apartments on Libra 
Street in the Trigal Norte Development, in order to conduct the judicial inspection requested by attorney 
Aracelis Urdaneta, registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 30,706, appearing in her 
capacity as legal counsel for Bridgestone Firestone Venezolana C.A., pursuant to the copy of power of 
attorney attached to this inspection.- In order to conduct this inspection, the Court agreed to appoint an 
expert mechanic and an expert photographer and to this end, it appointed citizens David Goncalves, a 
citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of identity card No. 1 1,089,574 and Pedro Adolfo Fraga Henriquez, a 
citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of identity card No. 11,809,283, who, being present, accepted the 
assignment, and were sworn in as provided by Law. Citizen Elynor Triaua Abreu Udana, a citizen of 
Venezuela, of age, holder of identity card No. 81,562,111 was served with a subpoena regarding the 
Court’s mission; she stated she was the driver of the vehicle that is the subject of this inspection and the 
wife of the owner of said 
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(Back of Page Five) 


(T wo partial stamps dawn right margin — illegible) 

vehicle, citizen Jesus Pujol, holder of identity card No. 4,322,353. The Court proceeded to place the 
items requested on the record and ordered the photographs to be taken; at this point, the expert 
photographer produced for examination by the Court a Polaroid 636 Close Up camera, and said 
photographs will be added to this inspection so as to form a part thereof, after being certified. The Court, 
being duly advised by the expert mechanic, then stated for the record as follows; ITEM NO. ONE : That 
there was a vehicle at the location at which the Court had been called into session, make; Ford, model: 
Explorer 4x2, year: ’98, color: lead gray, plates: EAD-33E. ITEM NO. TWO : The Court stated for the 
record that the inspected vehicle had four (4) tires mounted one on each of its rims. ITEM NO. THREE: 
The Court stated for the record that the front right tire on the vehicle was make; Goodyear, type: 
Wrangler RT/S, type: LT235/75R15, serial No. DOT PBHL-2AC414G0, the front left tire was make: 
Goodyear, Wrangler R.T/S, type: LT235/75R15, serial number DOT PBHL-2AC41400; the rear right tire 
was: make: Goodyear, Wrangler RT/S, Type: LT235/75R15, serial number DOT PBHL-2AC41400, the 
rear left tire was make: Goodyear Wrangler RT/S, type: LT235/75R15, serial number DOT 
PBHL2AC4 1400.- ITEM NO. FOUR : The Court, being duly advised by the expert mechanic, 
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(Two partial stamps down left margin- illegible) 


(Hand written ) Six (6) 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Seal) 

Fee for fiscal stamp - Value: One hundred and forty-eight Bolivars (Bs. 148.00) 

CA-98 No. 04418097 


stated for the record that each of the tires on the inspected vehicle was in good condition, as was their 
tread. ITEM NO. FIVE : The Court ordered photographs to be taken, with the camera described above, of 
each of the tires that were mounted on the rims, and also of the vehicle’s bodywork. ITEM NO. SIX: The 
Court ordered as set forth in the preceding item. ITEM NO. SEVEN; The Court, being duly advised by 
the expert mechanic, stated for the record that the inspected vehicle was generally misaligned, showed 
signs of multiple denting, the windshield was shattered, the front end was out of alignment and the roof 
was caved in. At this point, the petitioner intervened and exercising the right to speak she had reserved, 
asked to Court to state the mileage on the vehicle for the record, and state the conditions, make, type and 
serial number of the spare tire and the condition of the vehicle’s suspension. The Court, being duly 
advised, stated for the record that the mileage showing was forty-three thousand eight hundred and twenty 
(43,820) kilometers and that the spare tire was make; Goodyear Wrangler RT/S, type: LT235/75R15, 
serial number DOT PBHL2AC41400, and that the suspension was of the Australian ARB type. At this 
point, ... 
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(Back of Page Six) 

(T wo partial stamps down right margin- illegible) 

the subpoenaed party identified above intervened and stated: On Wednesday, November 8 this year, at 
approximately seven thirty at night, I was driving down Anto (illegible) Street in the Trigol Norte 
Development and when I turned on to El Padfico Avenue, I smashed into a blue Toyota, Samurai; when I 
tried to avoid it, I crossed to the right and I felt the steering lock up, I crashed into the barrier and the 
embankment and then it rolled over, also, I was travelling at a speed of approximately thirty (30) 
kilometers per hour. The Court concluded its mission and left the location at four thirty in the afternoon. 
Completed, read and signed by those below, who were in agreement therewith. 

Provisional Judge, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Dr. Rafael E, Castillo H.- 

(, Stamp ) REPUBLIC OF VENEZUEL A 

(Illegible) 

Petitioner, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Subpoenaed Party, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

The Expert Mechanic, 

(Signed) David Goncalves 

The Expert Photographer, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Acting Clerk, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Hand written) -16- 


(Stamp - illegible) 
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(Three illegible stamps down left margin ) 


TWELVE (12) 


CERTIFIED AS BEING RETURNED TO THE PETITIONER, CONSISTING OF TWELVE (12) 
SHEETS OF PAPER, ON THE SIXTEENTH DAY OF NOVEMBER IN THE YEAR TWO 
THOUSAND. 


ACTING CLERK 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

ATTORNEY JOSE LUIS SANZ PANCHECO. 


(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FOURTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF 
VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 
(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF MLAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 3439, dated November 10, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered EAD-33E, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 


Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MLAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 

The foregoing instrument 
of February, 2001. 


[Seal] Mv commission expires: //P- 6 3 


was acknowledged to and before me this 14th day 


Elena Rosado 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


stana n. Kosaac 

A % COMMISSION 9 CC784721 EXPRit. 

January 19, 2003 

90ND6P WtU T90TMN INSUR/WCt INC 
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JWS Wl®!® BE IBS WOTraPIOS YMJSHCJA, MBHKTADOK,, LOS CTAYOS, BAGBMSASUA'Y 

sab bxe® -as- u ratawscancxois jbbicim, oel ssxado carabobo 


INPSEftWQASW tej® ®S IS® ^6. TO, pwafeeto ea cats scto ea ni ewfeter * apefeeda de 
= BUBOBSTOMB HRBSTONE VEW20LANA, C.A, assBjsaffl* antes {fenrassswls CJS, 
WIBBB (MB VH^E&AMA, lasate p® a* «t leps*o Masaoti! sjise Be»4 <sl Stands 
Ssgiasfe & Rimes* tesassfe m to CMS j MercanSil «Ss fe Cireweripeida SuSraa! <Jd feted# 
OmWj®, ®a fcte 23 * sesata <fe 19JS, taja el N* 1, eosupitatas sra icftnav a m ssi© 
effisps,segiSsaeon3*edfe Acts deAaaabfes General BsraaKSmmasfe A®«tnis8ss,msmtepesraate 
d Regis#® sssaaal fttaere <fc Is Ciassscri jswn judicial <Ki Esteem CSmMso, e» tea » * 
eira® sfe Oft, kt®a «J IT 2, Tams S-A, ranicls- d mte ipss w swi<Smsss & fasSra®*s8o juris 
atesgEife pis- «M® S» Metsufe Wfclica Seste 4e Vateras, m Ui 2S de ccMsee sfef M®, d sasS 
gpsrib unetrio 01 N° 41, Tons® ds l©$ Ubro® de AiaterateciOTes llevsdeg per esa Morals 
Pfcfes, sate rated WfWHSsmssaSe seraro y «jssigo: Ds wsSemiM <m 1m srsfcdas 192. »X 
j 9M i M C68g> * PtBssdmieato Cwsl y 14® M €Mi§» CM, jam Is mgssiM del am, 
ssfiete te taSsIitsstfe det tfaapis ssassri® is Mb toHmsMe Trifeml % ea asmesmm. ss 
otesdg, ©1 ssajssmS© d© la dis£rsbsssi$ts, ®m el fe ds el tribunal se trasladg y sse^sritssya gsa Is 


Tki la zx, al luipr sfend© se eraeueElira ©aasfiaSasM© el Triferarf, &s usi wtstal© 

Itahi -Model®: Bi^®ig?„ydisp©,wteyj>tas,q!iep«s8i>«asl wMeofotapesHositde. 
gSHUMBO: Si el wshfessle ate Meststed®, sia® hHk (4) estates issalslss m sasa as® ds 
sines. JHS3SQ: Debases®, tipsy seaside saris in® deloscauctsosinsiafadoseiigadaiai® 
Ss les rases del i*W«ilo inspsceionado. CUARTO : D® las eondidowt generates da ks sa«sel»s 
tetela&H @ss nil w de te rite del weMeulo inspe^onulo jr so tads d® fedatsnio. 
S® Wffia &««%raJlas de e®4a am «fe te saoete instelsdos m cs* «sn® de to Ass <tel 
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eocuentre el yehiculo in s peo cfo nado. SfePTIMO : Sc deje const an c i a de lu eondiciones geaenlea 
es que » e oc u e n tm It can o c e rfa del vehiculo tnspcccioRado. 0e eualqirier ouo hecfao o 
ciicusstsnci* que roe reserve el derechodereflalarensudebidaoportunidad Solicito de 
c ouf bc mi dad cob log artieulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Proccdimicnto Civil, eg ooncordaacra cot 
to prcvisto en el aitlculo 502 qusdem, re afdeae la Rproduedda fotogiifics de kn hecbos 
e sqpres an aue especrScadoe y de csalquier o»ro que ex pre s nm c nt e me reserve sefialar en It 
opommidad de la pdcdca de dicha Inspection Judicial y que, a tal efedo. re designe un prictico 
Sxdgrefo y us prictico mecinico. Asimismo, solicits al Tribunal que las referidas fotogntfias 
fuemn reabzadas en su pmsenda y que son reproducciones fieles y exacts* de loa Hechoa 
cvuSencutdos en la presents inspection Judicial, para !o cual solicito exprcssmente que dichas 
fotografias seas agregadas a esta Inspeccidn Judicial. Pido, por dlrima, que uim wz evacaida la 
prescatc solicitod, me sea devudta en original junto con sus resuiias. Es gratia que espero, en la 






Ye, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, estadotj^ aaSjply^de edad, 

MM en derecho, domieiliado en la siudad de Valencia, Estado' 

Is eddula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi cardcter de Presidents de 

BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (ant® denominate C.A. 

Firestone Venezolana), sociedad mscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil que Uev6 el 

Juzgado Segjmdo de Primera tetaneia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripci6n 

Judicial del Estado Carabobo, eri fecha veintitrds (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 

1, eompiladas sus reformas en an solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asambka 

General Exiraordinaria de Accionista mscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primers 

de la Ciramscripcfon Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 

el Nro. 2, Toms 8-A, auiorizado para este acto segun se evidencia en !a Clausula 

Duodddma en su parte X” del Documento Constitutive Estatutario, por e! presente 

documento declare: Que confiero en nombre de mi represeniada, Poder especial pero 

amplio y bastante euanto en derecho se requiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 

COLMENARES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 

edad, sokere-s, Mbiles en derecho, titulares de las cddulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 

y 7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos por ante el Institute de Prevision Social del 

Abogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de dste 

domicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 

acetones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 

VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 

mandato, quedan .facultados los prenombrados Apoderados para intentar, contestar 

demandas, darse por citados y notificados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 

1 

reconvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en irbitros arbitradores o de 

deredto, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 

ejeeutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, 

inclusive el de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciones. Los 

apoderados podrdn nombrar apoderados especiales para asuntos determinados cuando 

lo juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, sustituirlos en todo o en parte, 

reserv£ndose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 
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[o s Tribunales, funcionarios y Organismos competentes de la Republica, 
licipios, y dem&s personas naturales o juridicas de cardcter publico o 


PorBFVZ 


JORGE A. GONZALEZ A. 


lido que las facultades aqui enu nciadas son a ti'tulo meramenteg 


taxativo. Se hacen dos ejemplares de un mismo tenor y a un soKT 


en la fecha de su autenticacion.- 






a**? 




















'Smada en estas y en d jassente 
) OTOROANTE (S) ocjraso (won) "SU 
) ES OERTOXy MA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) TOMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
LA NOTARIO en Sal viitud. lo declare AUTENTICADO 
en presencia de ks tetigos escribientes. MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 
Titidarea do las CMtilas de Identidad Nuraercs V-4.S72.554 Y V-4.684.S01, dejindolo 
insetto bajcei N* 4I - . TOMG 7*. , de los libros de AUTEOTICACSONES 

llevados por esta Notaria. LA WTARM QOE SUSCRIBE HACE COMSTAR JUE TWO PARA SU 
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Si^SSEPdUlCION REGISTRO PE 8RIPGEST0NE FIRESTONE VEUEIOUNA, C.A.'INS- 

miimmAJih a . mum mercantil sue uew a juzgapo pe primes* i«~ 
fKSiPft uf cmi v mercantil pe esta czrciimscripcion jupicial, en fecna 

SEfegr-KsPUrp EL N* !, COMPIUPAS SUS REFORMAS EM UN SOLO-CUERK SEOUN 
CSwKJsSFACTA PSASAKBLEA GENERAL EXTRAORPINARIA PE ACCIONISTAS, INSCRITA 
EW EL REGSITRO MERCANTIL PRIMERS PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRrPCION JUPICIAL, EN FE-- 
CHA Z9-II-97, BAJP EL N‘t, TOM I- A, AUTORIZAPO PARA ESTE ACTC SEGUN SE 
EWPEMCIA EM LA CUUSUU PUOPECIMA EN SU PARTE "C* PEL POCUMEMTO WNSTTTU- 

tivo Esmurmo. t igualmente peja Comstar sue para este acts autcrizo 

A LA CIUPAPAMA MARIA VICTORIA ROPRIGUE2 COM CEPUU PE IPEMTIPAP V-7.091. 
mi, ESCRIBltWm I PE ESTA MOTARIA PARA PRESENCIAR PICKS OTORGAMIEMTO CON- 
FORME EIARf lCULO 29 PEL REGLAMENTO PE NOTARIAS .PUBLICAS EN US OFICIMAS 
PE HgjSnS&EN CARRETERA PIEJA PIA LOS GUAPOS EN VALENCIA, A US 2.00 PM.. 
/A?, **■ t .'*-, 

£WA&saivry^ o ei PCPEmwfE. 
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(?) 


GflDC CliARTQ DE LG5 KUNICIPICS VALENCIA, LIBERT-COR, LOS CUAYDS, 
N-GUANAGUA Y SAN .IEGC DE LA Cl “• Cl KiCRIPC! ON JUDICIAL DEL EST'-CC 

C-JAABOBO,- 


Ualencia, 10 de Nov/iombrs 2.0C0 
199C y 141® 

Por recibica la pre^ente sollcitud. Obwiana la Distribucjon por 
ser jurada la urgencia del caso. Previa habili scion de todo el 
tiempo necesario. C^sele entr-^cia. T^osltdese y const j t’.yase el 




















1134 































1136 
















1141 



1142 




1143 


REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

RECORDS 

No. 2402-2000 
Document No. 

PETmONER(S): ARACELIS URDANETA f COUNSEL FOR BRIDGESTONE 

FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA. C.A.) 

PETITIONED: 

REASON: JUDICIAL INSPECTION 


COURT: IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF SANTIAGO MARINO IN THE STATE 
OF ARAGUA 

Date of entry: Day: 27 Month: 11 Year: 2000 

RETURNED: 

Day; Month: Year: 

RETURNED: 

Day: Month: Year: 

DATE COMPLETED: 

No. 2402-2000 

Document No. 


C.22 



1144 


(Hand written) One (1) 


Citizen: 

JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF SANTIAGO MARINO IN THE STATE OF 

ARAGUA 

IN HIS OFFICE. - 

I, ARACELIS URDANETA, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, State of Carabobo, 
holder of national identity card No. V-7,082,174, a practicing attorney, registered with the Venezuelan 
Bar Association under No, 30,706, appearing herein in my capacity as counsel for BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A, a corporation formerly known as C.A. FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, which was registered with the Commercial Register that was maintained by the Second 
Court of the First instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo, on the twenty-third (23 rd ) day*of October, 1956, under No. 1, the amendments thereto being 
assembled in one body of documentation, as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General 
Shareholders’ Meeting, recorded in the First Commercial Register in and for the Judicial District of the 
State of Carabobo on January 29, 1997, under No, . 2, Volume 8-A, my capacity being evidenced by the 
power of attorney executed before the Sixth Notary Public’s Office in Valencia, on the 25 th day of 
October, 2000, which was recorded under No, 41, Volume 79 of the Books of Authentications maintained 
by that Notary Public’s Office, respectfully appear before you and state: In accordance with Articles 
192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and Article 1,429 of the Civil Code, I swear that this 
case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set aside the necessary time, thus obviating 
the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred and called into session at the location of 
which I shall advise it in due course, in order to have the following items placed on the record by means 
of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence at the location at which the Court is called into session of a vehicle described as 
follows: make: Ford, model: Explorer, with the type, color and plates as evidenced by the inspected 
vehicle.- TWO: As to whether the vehicle described above has four (4) tires mounted one on each of its 
rims. THREE: As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the 
inspected vehicle. FOUR: As to the general condition of the tires mounted on each rim of the inspected 
vehicle and their tread. FIVE: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and the state of the inspected 
vehicle. ["SIX:” missing from source document] SEVEN: [sic] That a statement be placed on the record 
as to the general condition of the bodywork of the inspected vehicle. As to any other fact or 
circumstance, that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. Pursuant to Articles 472 and 475 of the 
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Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of Article 502 ejusdem, I request that the 
photographic reproduction be ordered of the items expressly specified above and any other item that I 
expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes place and that, to this end, 
an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, I would ask this Court [to 
state far the record] that the said photographs were taken in its presence and that they are true and correct 
reproductions of the facts evidenced at this Judicial Inspection and I therefore expressly request that said 
photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been 
complied with, the original be returned to me together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s 
grace, on the date of the submission for filing hereof. 

( Signed — illegible) 
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(Partial stamp - illegible) 
CA ~ 98 4272717 (Hand written) Two (2) 
(Stamp) 
...RECEIPT 

Form No (illegible) 

Fees: 

(Seal) GRANTING OF 

STATE OF CARABOBO 
(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Sealed Paper; 

One hundred and forty-eight Bolivars 148,00 (Stamp): 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Ministry of the Interior and Public Justice 

(Coat of Arms) 

(Signed) (illegible) Sixth Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Stamp): Francis Cinart de Olivastri 
Attorney 

Venezuelan Bar Association No. 67,252 

I, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, a citizen of the United States of America, being of 
age, legally competent, domiciled in the City of Valencia, State of Carabobo and holder of identity card 
No. 81,607,491, acting in my capacity as President of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZGL AN A, 
C.A., (formerly known as C.A. Firestone Venezuela), a corporation registered in the Commercial Register 
that was maintained by the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the 
Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on the twenty-third (23 ni ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, the 
reforms thereto being assembled in a single body of documentation as set forth in the Minutes of the 
Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting recorded in the First Commercial Register in and for the 
Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on January 29, 1997, under No. 2, Volume 8-A, authorized 
herefor as evidenced in the Twelfth Clause of part “C” of the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, 
hereby declare: That on behalf of the company I represent, I am granting a Special Power of Attorney 
that is as broad and sufficient as the law requires, to Attorneys: MIGUEL ANGEL COLMENARES 
and ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, who are citizens of Venezuela, of age, single, legally 
competent, holders of identity cards Nos. 7,067,502 and 7,082,174 respectively, and registered with the 
Venezuelan Bar Association under Numbers 30,705 and 30,706 respectively, and who are both domiciled 
in this City, to act jointly or separately and represent and uphold the rights, actions and interests of the 
company I represent, BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., which is identified above, 
and consequently, pursuant to- this mandate, the Attorneys mentioned above are authorized to Ole and 
answer complaints, be deemed to have been summoned and subpoenaed; assert affirmative defenses and 
file motions to dismiss, answer same and file counterclaims, withdraw claims, settle, agree, compromise 
in arbitration proceedings before arbitrators or at law, offer and produce evidence, move for .and execute 
attachments and enforcement procedures, exercise any ordinary or extraordinary remedies granted by 
Law, including that of cassation, place bids at auctions and adjudications. The attorneys may appoint 
special attorneys for certain matters if they deem it appropriate or if the law so requires, replace them in 
whole or in part, reserve the exercise thereof or not, and resume it at any time they wish 
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(Three partial stamps down right margin) 

Bolivarian Republic.. 

Ministry of the Interior.. 

(Sea!) 

Six* Notary Public 

before the Courts, officials and competent agencies of the Republic, the states and municipalities, and any 
other natural persons or legal rarities of a public or private nature. It is understood that the powers listed 
herein are merely for purposes of example and are not limitative. Two identical counterparts hereof are 
being made for a single purpose. Valencia, on the date of the authentication hereof - 


ForBFVZ 
(Signed) (illegible) 

JORGE A. GONZALEZ A. 
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(Hand written) Three (3) 
(Stamp) 

Di. .. . . Rodriguez (illegible) 

SIXTH NOTARY PUBLIC 

(Three partial stamps down left margin} IN AND FOR VALEN CIA 

Sixth.. —of Venezuela 

( Illegible j (Two stamps across page) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of the Interior aad Public Justice 

(Seal) 

Sixth Notary Public in and for Valencia 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. SIXTH NOTARY PUBLIC’S OFFICE IN AND FOR 
VALENCIA IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA. The twenty-fifth (25*) day of October, two 
thousand. ISO* 1 Year of Independence and the 141 st year of the Federation. The foregoing document, 
which was prepared by Attorney, FRANCIS GINART DE OLIVASTRI [sic], who is registered with the 
VENEZUELAN BAR ASSOCIATION under No. 67252, was submitted for AUTHENTICATION AND 
RETURN, as per form No. 36798 dated October 24, 2000. Present was (were) the Gran torts) thereof, 
who stated that his/her (their) name(s) was (were): JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, acting 
in his capacity as President of “BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOIANA, C.A”). . 


Of age, domiciled in VALENCIA 


Nationality:. United States of America 


Marital status: MARRIED [handwritten] 


Holder of Identity Card(s) No.(s) E-8 1,607,49 1 ■ 


Having read, and compared the original with the photocopies thereof, which were all then signed, in the 
presence ofTHE NOTARY, THE GRANTOR(S) stated: "THE CONTENT THEREOF IS TRUE AND 
THE SIGNATURE(S) APPEARING AT THE BOTTOM OF THE DOCUMENT ARE MINE (OURS)”. 
THE NOTARY therefore declared it to be AUTHENTICATED in the presence of clerks/witnesses: 
MILAGROS RUEDA and MIGUEL BOADA, holders of Identity Cards No. V-4, 872,554 and V- 
4,684,501, and it was inserted under No. 41, Volume 79, of the boohs of AUTHENTICATIONS 
maintained by this Notary’s Office. THE UNDERSIGNED NOTARY STATES FOR THE RECORD 
THAT SHE DECLARED THAT SHE ... 
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(Stamp) 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Ministry of the Interior and Public Justice 
(Seal) 

Sixth Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Partial stamp to right - illegible) 

REVIEWED AND RETURNED THE REGISTRATION OF BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 

VENEZOLANA C.A., RECORDED IN THE COMMERCIAL REGISTER MAINTAINED BY THE 

COURT OF THE FIRST INSTANCE FOR CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS IN THIS 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT, ON OCTOBER 23, 1956, UNDER NO. 1, THE REFORMS THERETO BEING 

ASSEMBLED IN A SINGLE BODY OF DOCUMENTATION AS SET FORTH IN THE MINUTES OF 

THE EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL SHAREHOLDERS’ MEETING, RECORDED IN THE FIRST 

COMMERCIAL REGISTER IN AND FOR THIS JUDICIAL DISTRICT, ON JANUARY 29, 1997, 

UNDER NO. 2, VOLUME 8-A, AND BEING AUTHORIZED FOR THIS ACT AS EVIDENCED BY 

CLAUSE TWELVE OF PART “C” OF TH^ STATUTORY INCORPORATION PAPERS AND ALSO, 

FOR THE RECORD, IT IS STATED THAT I AM AUTHORIZING CLERK NO. 1 AT THIS 

NOTARY’S OFFICE, CITIZEN MARIA VICTORIA RODRIGUEZ, HOLDER OF IDENTITY CARD 

V-7,098,108, TO WITNESS THE SIGNING THEREOF PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 29 OF THE 

NOTARY PUBLIC REGULATIONS, AT FIRESTONE’S OFFICES ON THE OLD LOS GUAYOS 

HIGHWAY IN VALENCIA, AT 2:00 P.M. 

SIXTH NOTARY PUBLIC GRANTOR 

(Signed) (Illegible) (Signed) J.A, Gonzalez 

(Stamp) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Ministry of the Interior and Public Justice 

(Seal) 

Sixth Notary Public in and for Valencia 
THE WITNESSES 

(T wo signatures - illegible) AUTHORIZED EMPLOYEE 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned, SERGIO ALBERTO ESPINOZA, Chief Clerk of the Court in and for the Municipality 
of Santiago Marino m the State of Aragua, CERTIFIES; That the foregoing are true and correct copies 
of the original thereof, which was returned after being certified for the record. In Turmero, on the twenty* 
eighth day of November, two thousand. — 


CLERK 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
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(Two partial stamps on left) 

.....of Venezuela 
..Aragua 

...Judicial District 

(Seal) 

Municipality of Santiago Marifto 

(Hand written) Four (4) 


COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF SANTIAGO MARINO IN THE STATE OF 
ARAGUA, Turmero, on the twenty-eighth day of November in the year two thousand. 

189* Year oflndependence and 141** Year of the Federation 

Having received the petition filed by citizen ARACELIS URDANETA, who is a citizen of Venezuela, 
holder of identity card No. V.-7, 082^174, a practicing attorney, registered with the Venezuelan Bar 
Association under No. 30,706; in her capacity as counsel for BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A. a corporation formally known as C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, it is 
ordered that it be admitted and recorded in the corresponding book; consequently, it is agreed that the 
Court be transferred and called into session at any location the petitioner indicates in the petition in order 
to conduct the Judicial Inspection requested in this petition, and that a statement be placed on the record 
as to the items contained therein, for which 11:30 a.m. today, November 28, 2000, is scheduled, having 
first set aside the necessary time therefor. 

Provisional Judge 
(Signed) (. Illegible ) 

(Stamp) (Illegible) 

The Clerk.- 
(. Signed ) (Illegible) 

(Partial Stamp) 

Republic of Venezuela 

in the Judicial District 
of the State of Aragua 

(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipality of Santiago Marifio 
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(Hand written) Five (5) 

(i Partial Stamp to left) 

...... Venezuela 

Judicial District 
....State of Aragua 

(Seal) 

..Municipality of Santiago Marino 

At 1 1:30 am today, November 28, in the year two thousand, having set aside the necessary' time, the 
Court, accompanied by Attorney, Araceiis Del V. Urdaneta Nava, registered with the Venezuelan Bar 
Association under No. 30,706 and fully identified in the record, was transferred and called into session at 
the following address: Turmero Highway - La Encrucijada, where the 2,000 Parking Lot does business in 
the Municipality' of Santiago Marino in the State of Aragua, in order to hold the Judicial Inspection 
requested in this petition; present thereat was citizen ELIAS ALBERTO MINO COLL, holder of identity 
card No. 645,737, whom die Court subpoenaed for its mission, and he allowed it access inside the 2000 
Parking Lot Office. The Court then appointed .citizen, DAVID GONCALVES MALPICA, holder of 
identity card No. 11,089,574 as the expert mechanic and citizen, PEDRO ADOLFO FRAG A 
HENRIQUEZ, holder of identity card No. 11,809,283 as the expert photographer; both being present, 
they thereupon stated under oath that they would properly and faithfully fulfill the duties inherent in the 
assignment for which they had been appointed.- The Court then went on to place a statement on the 
record as to the items contained in this petition, as follows: ITEM NO. ONE: The Court stated for the 
record that there was a vehicle described as follows at the location at which it had been called into 
session, make: Ford, -model: Elite XLT, color: wine, plates: GVC-96X 5 [sic]. State of Carabobo, Chassis 
serial number 8XD2XJ18EOX8A3T137, model: Explorer. ITEM NO. TWO: The court stated for the 
record that the four tires and rims on the vehicle described above were in good condition and only the tire 
[text missing]. ITEM NO. THREE: The Court stated for the record that the tires on the inspected vehicle 
were, make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler R.T/S, P255/70K16; with regard to the serial numbers, we noted 
that the one on -the front right tire was DOT PBJR 2114 2100; with regard to the front left tire, the serial 
number was DOT PBJR 2JJ4 2100; with regard to- the rear 


The photographs supplied with the source document indicate a different plate number: GBC-96X. 
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(T wo partial stamps to right - illegible) 

right tire, the serial number was DOT PBJR 2JJ4 2100 and with regard to the rear left tire, the serial 
number was DOT PBJR 2JJ4 2100.- ITEM NO. FOUR: The court stated for the record that the four tires 
on the above-described vehicle were in good condition, as was their tread. ITEM NO. FIVE: The court 
ordered photographs to be taken in order to place on the record the condition of the inspected vehicle’s 
bodywork; these photographs will be added to this Inspection. ITEM NO. SDC: Which was erroneously 
shown as seven, the court stated for the record that the general condition of the inspected vehicle’s 
bodywork was, first, generalized misalignment, the frames and doors were wrecked, ail of the windows 
were shattered, the roof was completely caved in, the trunk was misaligned and there was general denting. 
At this point, the petitioner exercised the right to speak she had reserved. She asked that a statement be 
placed on the record as to the mileage showing on the inspected vehicle, the type of suspension the 
vehicle had and the state of the spare tire and also its tread and she asked the Court to have photographs 
taken of each of the vehicle’s tires and its bodywork. At this point, the court, with the assistance of the 
expert, stated for the record [text missing] and granted him the right to speak: Suspension: type: ARB 
Australiana, reinforced crossbar, reinforced shock absorbers; the mileage on the inspected vehicle was 
37,465 kilometers, the spare tires [sic] were make: Goodyear, type: Wrangler RT/S, P255/70RI6, Serial 
No. DOT PBJR 2JJ4 2100 and the condition of the spare tire was perfect, as was its tread (new); the court 
agreed to take the photographs requested by Attorney, ARACELIS DEL V. URDANETA NAVA, whose 
camera was described as follows: Make: Polaroid, type: 636 Close Up, with a capacity of ten to a roll, 
which will be taken by citizen, expert photographer, Pedro Fraga, who was appointed by this court to 
perform this function, and the photographs taken will also be added to this inspection.- Now, therefore, 
there being no further business for the Court to attend to, it agreed to return to its usual site, at 12:30 p.ra. 
That is all, completed, read and signed by those below who are in agreement therewith,- 
PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
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(Hand written) Six (6) 


(Two partial stamps to left) 

..of Venezuela 
.Judicial District 
of the State of Aragua 

(Seal) 

..Municipality of Santiago Marino 


SUBPOENAED PARTY 
( Initials - illegible) 

EXPERT PHOTOGRAPHER 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

EXPERT MECHANIC 
(Signed) David Goncalves 

' PETITIONING ATTORNEY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


CLERK 

(Signed) (Illegible) 
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(Hand written) Eleven (11) 

( Two partial stamps to left) 

-Venezuela 
Judicial District 
-of Aragua 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

...COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF SANTIAGO MARINO IN THE STATE OF 
ARAGUA.- TURMERO, NOVEMBER 28, IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND. 

This order has been complied with. - It is agreed to return the original to the petitioner with the results 
thereof. 

PROVISIONAL JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

Republic of Venezuela 
Judicial District 
Of the State of Aragua 

(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipality of Santiago Marifio.- 

CLERK 

(Signed) (Illegible) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 2402/2000, dated November 27, 2000, concerning an inspection of the 
Ford Explorer with plates numbered GVC-96X (or GBC-96X), is accurate, 
true and complete, to the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 


Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 




STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 8th day of 
February, 2001. 


[Seal] 




Maury Margaret Scharrer 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


My commission expires:. 


XH - I 0 Lj. 


Margaist scftarrer 

COMMISSION i CG560847 OCPtRES 
. August 24, safe 
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DEL MONICIPIO SANTIAGO HARlSO DSL ESTABO ARAGUA 


F«da de amnda: Dfa ?7 M« H, 


D&i Mes_ 


Dk Mes_ 


TERMINADO EN FECHA . 


r f 
? 0 ° 





Ciudadano 

JTJEZ DEL MEN IC IP 10 SANTIAGO MARlfiO 
eel estado ARAGUA 
SE DESPACHO.- 

Yo, ARACELIS URDANETA, venezolana, mayor de edad, domiciliada en Valencia, 
Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V-7.082.174, abogada en 
ejercicio, inscrita en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706, procediendo en este acto 
en mi caracter de apoderada de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., j 
compaftia antes denominada C.A FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el ■ 
Registro Mercantil que llevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y j 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcidn Judicial del Estado Carabobo. en fecha 23 de octubre de i 
1956, bajo el N° I, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de > 
Asamblea General Extraordinary a de Accionistas. inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de ■ 
1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, caracter el mio que se evidencia de instrumento poder 
otorgado por ante la Notaria Publica Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del i 
2000, el cual quetid anotado bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones , 
llevados por esa Notaria Publica, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De 
conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 ' 
del Cddigo Civil, juro la urgencia de! caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario 
de este honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia. se obvie, e! requisito de la distribucidn, 
con el fin de que el tribunal se traslade v constituva en la direction que oportunamente 
le seftalare, a fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspeccion Judicial, de los particulares 
siguientes: 

PRIMERO : De la presencia en e! lusar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de 
un vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, y e! tipo, color y placas, que presenta e! j 
vehiculo inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro (4) 
cauchos instaiados en cada uno de sus rines. TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y serial de 
cada uno de los cauchos instaiados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 
CUARTO : De las condiciones yenerales dc los cauchos instaiados en cada uno de los 
rines de! vehiculo inspeccionado v su handa de rodamiento OUT N TO : Se tomen 
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fotografias de la carroccria y las condiciones en que se encuentra el vehiculo 
inspcccionado. SEPTIMO : Se deje const ancia de las condiciones generales en que se 
encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado. De cualquier otro hecho o 
circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de seftalar en su debida oportunidad. Solicito 
de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del C6digo de Procedimiento Civil, en 
concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la reproduccion 
fotografica de los hechos expresaraeme especificados y de cualquier otro que 
expresamente me reservo seflalar en ia oportunidad de la practica de dicha Inspeccion 
Judicial y que, a tai efecto, se designe un practico fotografo y un pr&ctico mecanico. 
Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que las referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su 
presencia y que son reproducciones fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la 
presente Inspeccion Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias 
scan agregadas a esta Inspeccion Judicial Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la 
presente solicited, me sea devuelta en original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que 
espero, en la fee ha de su presentation. 



/ 
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hibil en derecho, domiciliado en la ciudad de Valencia, Bstado^a^Sfesjg^ titular de 

la cedula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de 

BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 

Firestone Venezolana), sociedad inscrita por ante e! Registro Mercantil que llevo el 

Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcron 

Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 

1, compiiadas sus reforms s en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea 

General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 

de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 

ei Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para este acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 

Duodecima en su parte “C” del Documento Constitutivo Estatutario, por el presente 

documento declare: Que confiero en nombre de mi representada, Poder especial pero 

amplio y bastante cuanto en derecho se requiere, a los Abogados MtJGUEL ANGEL 

COLMENARES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 

edad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titulares de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 

y 7.0S2.174, respectivamente, inscritos por ante el Instituto de Prevision Social del 

Abogado bajo los numeros 30,705 y 30,706 respeetivamente, y ambos de este 

domiciiio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos. 

acciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A,, ya identificada, y en conseeuencia. en virtud del presente 

mandate, quedan *facuiladcs los prenombrados Apoderados para intentar, contestar 

demandas, darse por citados y notificados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 

reconvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 

derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas prevent! vas y 

ejecutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinaries o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, 

inclusive el de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adiudicaciones. Los 


apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiales para asuntos determinados cuando 


lo juzguen conveniente o lo requiem In Ley. sustituirios en todo o en pane. 


reservandose o no su ejercicio y rensumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 
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$ 679 $, 


mJ U '-mi 

BOLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA. 

"'“•IrafcCA; SEXTA DE\ VALENCIA 

3^- • «, 

tor documemo, redactado por el Abogado: 

^ Inacrito en el INPREABOGADO bajo el No 67252 , Fue 

AUTCNTICACICN Y DEVOLUCIGN, segtm planilla N® 
Js^faba: . i4 | | 2000. Presente(s) su($) otorgante(s5 idijo{eron) 

~ JOZGE momo GCmm ALVAREZ lActmndc en *u cax&ett* . 




llamarse: 

dt PteiMtm de. "BKI mSTOVE FIRES7GVE PBJEZ0LAWA, C.A."U 



Titular (es) de la (s) C&lula (s) de Idectidad Nunero (s) Z-&>,6C7.49U*,., 



^Lcfdo y confron&do el original can sus Fotocopias y flnnada en estas y en el prcseate 
^ . Original es presencia de LA NOTARIQ, EL (los) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 

JpONTENtDO ES CIERTQJf MIA. (NUESTRAS) L A (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
~ 'vaL PE DEL WSTEUMENTO LA NOTARIO en tal virtud, lo declare AUIENTICADO 

■eo presescia de ios testigos escfibientes: MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 
Titulares de ks Cidi^as de Idenddad N6meros V-4.S72.554 Y V4.6S4.501, dej&ndolo 
inserto bajo el N° AU . TOMO 79 » . deloslibros de AUTENTICACIONES 

llevados por esta Notaria. IA M0TAK1Q QUE SUSCRT8E MACE COMSTAR QUE TUVO PARA SU 
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ucion registro ve sripgestone firestone penezouna, c.a. ,iws- 

: EL REGISTRY MERCANTIl fiUE LLEVO El JUZGA VO VE PRIMERA INS-)-" 
' CIVIL I MERCANTIl PE ESTA CIRCUMSCRIPCZON JUDICIAL, EN FECHA 
JO El N* I, COUP! LAVAS SUS REFORMAS EN UN SOLO CUERVO SE GUN 
. PE ASAMS1EA GENERAL EXTRAORDINARY PE ACCIONISTAS, INSCRZ'O 
EN El REGSITRO HERCANTI1 PRIHERO PE ESTA CIRCUMSCRIPCZON JUPICIAt, EN FElj 
CHA 19-01-97, BAJO El V s f, TOMO I-A, AUTORIZAPO PARA ESTE ACTO SEGUN SEl| 
EPIPENCIA EN IA CIAUSUIA PUOPECINA EN SU PARTE "C" PEL VOCUUENTO CONSTZTli 
TIPO ESTATUTARIO. E IGUA1MENTE PEJA CONSTAR 2UE PARA ESTE ACTO AOT0RIZO ' 
A IA CIUPAPANA MARIA VICTORIA ROPRIOUEZ CON CEPU1A PE IPENTIPAP P-7. 09#, 
let, ESCRIBTENre I PE ESTA NOTARY TARA PRESENCIAR PICKO OTORGAMIENTO CON- 
FORH E EL AR TICULO 29 PEI REG1AMEVTO PE NOTARIAS .TUSLICAS EN LAS OFICINAS 
PE KgSrafe%£N CARRETERA PIEJA PIA 10S SUAPOS EN VALENCIA, A IAS 1.00 PM.. 

'Z‘-/,rrs 

El TOVERVANTE. 






CERT IFICACIQN 

SI Suserito, SERGIO ALBERTO ESPINOZA, Secretario Titular 
del Juzgado del Municipio Santiago Mariflo E stado Ara 
gua, CERTIFICA: Que las copias que enteeedeu son trasla- 

do fiel y exactos 8 su original, la eual fu$ devuelta 

previa su cert if ieacifin en eutojy.-En Turmero a los* Vein- 

tioeho de Noviembre del Dos Mil.————— 

SL SECRET AH IO*£ 
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...GABO DBL BDSIOIfXO SANTIAGO MABXSO DSL ESTADO ARAOBA.- 


Veintiooho de Novierabre del afSo Dos Mil 
SI , j AHos 189 7 1A1 


**•**£ ?■ ?or *«elbida I s presents solicitud pre sen teds por ciudadan- 
ARACELIS URDANETA, quien es Venezolana, titular de la Cfidula de I- 
dentidsd N*V-?.082,l74j abogsda en ejercicio, inserita en el Inpre 
abogado bsj© el N*30*706j en su carseter de apodersds de BR3DGEST0 
NS PIRESTONBT VENSZGLAJiA, C*A. Compaftia antes denominsda C,A FIRES- 
TONE VENKZO LANA , — De sale entrada j anotese en el libro correspond!® 
te # en coneeouencia ee scuerde reslizar el traslado y constituents 
del Tribunal al sitio que indique la parte actors en el escrito de 
solicitud, a les fines de prectiear InspeeeiSn Judicial a que se - 
contra* la presente solicitud, y dejar eonsfcaneia sobre los parti- 
cularea confcenidos en la misma, pare lo cual «e fijan lae // 1’3 Q 
boras de la fit MsdjuO c£.& del dia £ dOCO , babilitandose - 


todo el t tempo ne cesar io para ello.-* 





1164 


In el die de hoy 28 de Noviembre del aflo do 3 nil, siendo lea 11:50 
del mediodia, previa habilitacidn del tiempo neceaario, ae- 

k' * 

warfla do y eonstifcuyo el Tribunal an oompafSia de la Abogado Urda- 


* jpetjf/ Nava Aracelis Del V',, inscribe an el inpreabogado Nrp. 30706 
^j^enanen te identifioada en autos; a la siguiente direcoidn Carre- 

* ter# Turoero- La Encruei jads , donde funciona el Eatacionamiento - 
2,000, Municipio. Santiago MarlKo del Estado Aragua, a los finds - 
de praeticar Inspeocidn Judicial a que se contrae la presente so- 
licitud, preaente en este acto el ciudadano ELIAS ALBERTO MlflO — 
COIL, titular de la cddula de identidad Nro. 645*737 a quien el - 
Tribunal iopuao de su Misifln y permitio el acceso al interior de- 
la Oficina del Estaciohaniento 2000, Ea aste estado el Tribunal - 
design* como Peri to Mecanieo al ciudadano DAVID GONCALVES MALPICA 
titular de la . ofidula de identidad nro* 11.089,574 y como experto- 
Fotografo al ciudadano PEDRO ADOLFO FRAGA HENRIQUEZ, titular de - 
la o6dula de identidad Nro* 11.809*283* quienes estando presentee 
en este acto juraron cumplir bien y fielipente eon loa deberes in- 
herenfcea al cargo para lo cual fueron design8dos*- En este estado 
el Tribunal pass a dejar eonstancia aobre los particulars conte- 
nidos en la presente solicitud de la siguiente manera: AL PRIRER0: 
El tribunal deja eonstancia que en el lugar donde ae encuentra — 
const ituido, sa encuentra un vehiculo que posee las siguientes ca- 
racteristicas Marca : Ford, Modelo Elite XLT, Color Vino Tinto, Pl£ 
oa GTO-96X, Estado Carabobo, Serial Carroeeria 8XDZUI8EQX8A31137 - 
Rbda lo Explorer,.- AL SEGUND0* El tribunal deja eonstancia que el- 

tea identificado se encuentra con su cuatro cauohos y- 

t en fcuen eatado y solo el caucho*- AL TERCER0: El tribunal - 
Bonstancia que los cauchos que posee el vehiculo inspeceiona 
i de maroa good Y err tipo Wrangler Rt/S, P255/70R16, en lo - 
sspecta a los seriales observamos que en el caucho delantero 
derecho es DOT PBJR 2JJ4 2100? con respecto al delantero izquier- 
do el serial es DOT PBJR 2JJA 2100; .con respecto al caucho trase- 
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ro derecbo al aerial ea DOT PBJR 2JJ4 2100 y con respecto «: 
iraaero izquierde al aarial as DOT PBJR 2JJ4 2100.- AD CATJRTi 
tribunal deje oonatancia quo loa ouafcro cauohoa del Tahiculo 
identifieado aa an cu antra an buen aatado asi aooo an bands d< 
miente,- AL QUIRTOs El tribunal ordenola totsa de fotografia para de 
jar oonatancia da laa oondlcicmaa da la carroearia quo aa ancuontra- 
el vehioulo inspeooionado, las eualaa seran agregadaa a esta Zospec- 
oi6n.- AL SEXTO t Qua por error pusiaron sep timo, el tribunal deja — 
oonatancia quo laa eondi clones genera laa qua pro sent a la carroeeria- 
del rehiculo iospeacionado son primers descuadr* generalized©, para- 
lea y puertaa destrozagas, todos loa vidrida reventados, bundiraiento 
total del taebo, deacuadre de trowpa f abolladuras generalas. En es 
t« eatado la aolicitante baoe uso del ddreebo de reserve.- Solicits 
ae deje oonatancia quo el KAlomefcraje que preaenta el vehioulo ins- 
peeoionado del tipe de-suapeneidn que presents el vahiculo del eata 
do del oimobe de reapuaeato asi corn© su bands de rods mien to y pido- 
ai tribunal aft tone fotografia de*cada uno de loa cauehos y'de la - 
carroearia del vehioulo.- Bn este eatado el tribunal con la ayuda — 
del experto deja oonatanciael cual la aede la palabra; Suspencidn - 
tipo AHEf Auaferaliana, Traveaafto reforzado, amort iguadores reforzado 
el kilotaetraje qse‘5preaenta el vehiculo inspeccionado es de 37,465- 
Kilometroa, caueboa de repuesto Marco Good Tear Tipo Wrangler RT/S, 
P255/70R16, Serial DOT PBJR 2JJ4 2100 y laa oondieiones del caueho 
do -repuesto son perfects el igual que au banda de rodamiento (ntjevo) 
el tribunal acuerda tomar las fotografia g solicited® por la Abogada 
URDAN2TA HAVA ARACELIS DSL V*, cuya esmara presents las siguletites - 
oaracteriatioas Karoe Polaroid, tipo 636 Closeup, de eapacidad dd* 10 
en 10 cartuchoa laa cuales -seran tomsdas por el ciudadano Practic^- 
Fofcografo Pedro Braga, al cual fue designed© por Sste tribunal para- 
cmnplir oon dieba funcidn, y asi mismo agrega las tomas fotograf^cas 
a la preaante inapeceidn.- Por cusnto no exlste ofera diligencia qua- 
praetiear el tribunal acuerds re Eraser s su aede or din aria, a lend© - 
las 12:30 boras del mediodis.- 3s todo, termlno, se leyo y conform©— 

firman,- 
. LA JUSZ 
L 
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.../OADO DEL MUNXCXFXO SAHTIASO MARIflO DEL ESTADO AflAGUA.- T UR HERO, 
] DE KOVXEMBRE DEL ASO DOS HIL.- 

■ 

Evacuada cono ha sido la pro sente solicitud.- Se — 



X 

\ 


V 




acuerda devolver original con sus reawltaa a la parte so licit ant a,- 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

No. L02-2000 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETITIONER(S): MIGUEL ANGEL COLMBNAREZ MONCADA 

REASON: JUDICIAL INSPECTION 

COURT: IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF BRUZUAL IN THE 

__ JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF YARACUY. 

DATE OF ENTRY: Day: IS Month: November Year: 2000.- 

DATE RETURNED: Day: Month: Year: 

No. 


C.22 
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STATE OF YARACUY 
In Ms office, - 

I, MIGUEL ANGEL CDLMENARES MONCADA, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in 
Valencia, State of Carabobo, holder .of identic card No, V-7,067,582* a practising attorney, registered 


as evidenced by the power of attorney executed at the presence of the Sixth Notary Public m and for 


BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a corporation formerly known as CA. 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, which was registered with the Companies Register that was maintained 


IliMiliiM 


and' state: In accordance with Articles 192, 934 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and article 1492 
of fire Civil Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and l would ask that this Honorable Court set 


ONE ; As to the presence, at the location at which the Court is called into session, of a vehicle: Make: 
Ford, Model: Explorer, and the type, color and plates, as evidenced by the inspected vehicle,- TWO ; As 
to whether the vehicle identified above has four (4) fires fitted one m each of its rims,- THREE; As to 
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SEVEN : That the genera! condition of the bodywork of the inspected vehicle be put on the record. As to 
any other fact or circumstance, that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. Pursuant to Articles 472 
and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of Article 502 of same, I 
request that photographic reproduction be ordered of the items expressly specified above and any other 
item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said Judicial Inspection takes place and that, 
to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, I would ask this 
Court [to state] that the said photographs were taken in its presence and that they are true and correct 
reproductions of the facts evidenced at this Judicial Inspection and I therefore expressly request that said 
photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection, Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been 
dealt with, the original be returned to me together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s grace, 

on the date of the filing hereof. 

(Signed - illegible) 


: FILED BY THE -S IGNAT ORY DURING OFFICE HOURS, 

TODAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2000 AT 12:30 IN THE AFTERNOON 
ACTING CLERK 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Illegible) 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

THE STATE OF YARACUY 

(Partial stamp in right margin) 
(Illegible) 
(Seal) 
STATE OF.... - 
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(hand written ) Sheet Two (2) 


COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF BRUZUAL IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF YARACUY. 


Chivacoa, November 6, 2000 

Years: 190 th Year of Independence and 141 s! Year of the Federation 

Having reviewed the foregoing petition, il is agreed to grant it as requested and consequently, 
1:00 p.m. this afternoon has been scheduled for the Court to be transferred and called into session at the 
location indicated in this petition to conduct the requested Judicial Inspection. 


Acting Judge 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Attorney Efrain Ballester Acosta. 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipality of Bruzual 
STATE OF YARACUY 


Acting Cleric 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
isaura Gimenez Brito.- 


Partial stamp in left margin) 
— Municipality of Bruzual 
...YARACUY 
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{ 'Hand written) Sheet Three (3) 

(partial stamp in left margin) 

. , . Municipality of Bruzual 
YARACUY 

As agreed upon, today, the sixth day of November, in the year two thousand, the Court was transferred 
and called into session at the Bruzual parking lot, located on the East-West Central Western Highway, 
together with the Petitioner, Attorney Miguel Angel Coltnenarez, acting in the capacity set forth in the 
record, in order to conduct the requested Judicial Inspection; to this end, citizen, JUAN PABLO 
MONTENEGRO SANQUIS, was appointed as the Expert Photographer and citizen, DAVID 
GONC ALVES, was appointed as the Expert Mechanic, both feeing of age, holders ofldentity Cards Nos. 
13,104,440 and 11,089,576 respectively, and being present, they accepted the assignments and stated 
under oath as provided by law that they would properly and faithfully fulfil! them. The Court, then made a 
statement on the record as to the following items: Item No. ONE: The Court stated for the record that it 
was called into session on the premises of Bruzual Parking Lot in this city' of Chivacoa, specifically, on 
the right side of the East-West Central Western Highway, where there was a vehicle. Make: Ford, Model: 
Explorer XLT 4x4, Year: 97, 6 cylinder, Color: blue. Hates: IAB-33L Item No, TWO: The Court 
stated for the record that the inspected vehicle was indeed fitted with four (4) tires, one on each rim. Item 
No, THREE: The Court stated for the record, upon information from the expert Mechanic, that the four 
(4) tires were described as follows: Make: Goodyear, Wrangler RT/S f 25 5/OR 16, Serial number TOT 
MKCU NCHR 2800 (made in the USA), Item No. FOUR: The Court stated for the record, upon 
information from the expert . mechanic, that the tires on the vehicle were in good condition and the tread 
was totally new. The four tires were flat. Item No, FIVE: The Court ordered the expert photographer 
to take photographs of each of the tires fitted on each of the rims on the inspected vehicle with a camera 
to fee identified later, and these were, ordered to be added to this inspection in order to form part of same, 
Item No, SIX: The Court ordered photographs to be taken of the bodywork and the condition of the 
inspected vehicle, which photographs were to be attached to this inspection. Item No. SEVEN: Upon 
advice from the expert mechanic, the Court stated for the record that the condition of the inspected 
vehicle was as follows; Overall generalized misalignment, the roof and hood were caved in, and doors 
were wrecked, the windshield was shattered, the front of the vehicle was misaligned, At this point, the 
Petitioner intervened and stated: I would respectfully request that this Court put on the record tire 
vehicle’s mileage. That is all. The Court agreed to his request and stated for the record that the inspected 
vehicle showed fifty-four thousand nine hundred and forty (54,940) kilometers on the odometer 
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(Handwritten) Sheet Four (4) 

The expert photographer produced a 636 Close Up Polaroid camera, with which the photographs were 
taken. The Court, having fulfilled its mission, ordered its return to the Courthouse. 


Acting Judge 
(Signed) 

Attorney Efrain Baliester Acosta 
(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

Court in and for the Municipality of Brumal 

STATE OF YARACUY The Petitioner 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Expert Photographer 


(Signed) DAVID GONCALVES 
Expert Mechanic 


(Partial stamp ) 

, , ..Municipality of Brumal 
...YARACUY 

Acting Clerk 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
Y’saura Gimenez 
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION ACCURACY 

STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS: 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, MAURY MARGARET SCHAERER, duly certified by the University of Miami, 
Coral Gables, Florida, for proficiency in the Spanish language, hereby certify that the 
attached translation, from Spanish to English, of the Judicial Inspection, No. L02-2000, 
dated November 6, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford Explorer, with plates 
numbered IAB-33I, is accurate, true and complete, to the best of my knowledge, ability and 
belief. . 


MAURY MARGARET SCHARREF. 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 25th day of 
January, 2001, by Maury Margaret Seharrer who is personally known to me and 
who did not take an oath. 


[SEAL] 



NOTARY PUBLIC 


Vanessa Havel 

wjj r * My ConV ” Miof ’ CC78S261 
Expires October 22 , 2032 
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REPCBLICA DE VENEZUELA 



PODER JUDICIAL ^ 102 -2000.- 

JURISDICCION CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 

ARCHIVO 
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Ciudadano 

Jue* del KEnnlclplo Broeual de la Cirounserlpcl6n Judicial Edo Taracuy* 


Su Despacho - 

Yo, MIGUEL ANGEL COLMENARES MONCADA. vewzoiano, mayor de edad, domiciiiado en 
Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cddula de Identidad N° V~7.06T.5G2, abogado en 
ejercicio, inscnto cn c! INPREABOGADO bajo cl N° 30.705, procedicndo cn cstc acto m mi 
carider de apoderado, segua sc evidencia de instrument© poder otorgado por ant la Notaria 
Public* Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cua! quedd anctsdo bajo el N° 41, 
Torn© 79 de los Libras de Autenticaciones Hevados por esa Notaria Publics, que se anexa a esta 
soiicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOIANA, C.A.. compafba antes denorainada 
C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevd el Juzgado 
Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcidn Judicial del Estado 
Carabobo, cm fecha 23 dc octubre de 1956, bajo el N° 1, compitadas sus reformas en ua solo 
cuerpo, segun const* dc Acta de AsambSea General Extraordinary de Accitmistas, inscrita por ante 
el Registro mercantil Primer© de la Circunscripcidn Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de 
enero dc 1997, bajo d N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted rcspetuosamcnte ocurro y expongo: De 
conformidad con los ardculos 192, 936 y 938 del C6digo de Procedi mierrto Civil y 1429 del 
CMigo Civil, jure la urgencia del caso, solicit© la habilitaci6n del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, ea consecuencia, se obvte, e! requisite de la distribucidn, con el fin de que el 
tribunal se traslade y constituya cn la direccidn que oportimamente le seSalaii, a fin de dejar 
constoncia por via de Inspeccidn Judicial, de los particulars siguientes: 

FRIMERO : De la presence en ei iugar donde se encuentra constituid© el Tribunal, de un vebiculo 
Marca: Ford, Modclo: Explorer, y el tipo, color y placas, que present* el vebiculo inspeccionado. 
SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, here cuatro (4) caucbos rasialados en cada uno de 
sus fines. TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno 
de los rines del vehiculo inspecciorado. CUARTO ; De las condi clones generales de los caacbos 
instalados en aula uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su bands de rodamiente. 
OUINTO : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del 
vehfeuio inspeccionado. SEXTO : Se tomen fotografias de la earroeeria y las cnndiciones en que se 
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encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. SEPTIMO : Sc deje constancy de las condiciones general es 
en que se encuentra la cairoeeria del vehiculo inspeccionado. De cuaiquier crtro hoc ho o 
circunstancta que me reseivo el derecho de seftalar cn su debida oportunidad. Soiicito de 
conformidad con los aiticulos 472 y 475 del C6digo de Procedimiento Civil, en concordancia con 
lo previsto en el aidculo 502 ejusdem, se ordcnc la reproduction fotogiafica de los bcchos 
expwsamente especificados y de Cuaiquier otro que expresarnenie me reserve seftalar en la 
oportunidad de la prdctica de dicha Inspeccidn Judicial y que, a tad efecto, se designe irn prdcrico 
fotbgrafo y un pr&ctico mecdnico. Asimismo, soiicito al Tribunal que las re fen das fotografias 
toon reaikadas en su presenria y que son reproducciones rides y exactas de los hechos 
evidendados e® la presente Inspection Judicial, para lo cual soiicito expresamente que dichas 
fotografias sean agregadas a esta Inspection Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que una vez eyacuada la 
presente solicitud, me sea devudta cn original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que espero, cn la 
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- 4 . } 


JTJZGADO DEL MDHICIPIO HITJZUA1 DE LA CIECUflSCRIPCIOK JUDICIAL DEL SSTADO TARACOT. 


ChiTaeoa, 06 de SoTiembre del 2.000.- 
AEoe: 1900 j 1410.- 


7ista la anterior solicitud* Sa aeuerda corcforme lo pedido, en conae — 
eueneia as fija la 1:00 de la tarde de eata mdsna feeha, para traoladarse y eona 
tituirse el Tribunal en el sitio indieaao en la presente solicitud y llerar a la- 
praetica la Iflaae&ei6n Judicial solicitada. 
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la fecha da hoy, Sels de Noviembrs del aRo Dos cono estaba -- 

acordado, se trasi-dC y cons ituy6 el Tribunal al Estacionamiento 
Bruzual, ubicado en la Autopista Centro ccidentai, sentido Gests ■ 
Este, con el Solicitante, Aog. Micuel Angel Colmen 9 rez, actuando - 
con su car^cter de autos, a fin de llevar a la practica la Inspec- 
ci(5n Judicial sclicitaaa, a tal sfecto se nomora ^erito Fotdgrafo 
ciudadano: JUAN PABLO MONTENEGRO SANOUIS y Perito •’’'ecinico, ciuda- 
dano? DAVID G0NCALVE5, mayores ce edad, titulares de las C^dulas - 
de dentid a d 1 ' , rds. 13.104,440 y 11,089,576 resoecti vamente , quiengs 
astando presentes aceptaron el cargo y prestaron juramento de Ley y 
juraraon cumplirlo dien y fielmente. El Tribunal p. aa a dejar cons- 
tancia de los siguientes particulares. Al Particular PRIMERO, el -- 
Tribunal deja Constancia que se sncusntra ccnstituido en la sede del 
Estacionamiento Bruzual de esta ciudad de Chivacoa, especif icamsnte 
al margen derecho de la Autnpista Centro u ccidental sentido Oeste - 
este, en el cual se encuentra un venlculo Marca: Ford, Modelo Explo 
rer XLT 4x4, Ano: 97, 6 Ciiindros, Color: Azul, Placas: IAB-33I, Se 
GUfiDO el Tribunal dsjs constancia que ef ectiuanente el vehiculo insl 


peccionado tiene cuatro (4) Cauchos instalados con sus respectivos — 
tines. Al particular TCRCERC, el Tribunal deja constancia previa in- 
formacidn del prdctico Meoanico, cue los cuatro (4) cauchos tienen — 
^as siguientes caracte ris ticas :Ma rca : Good Year, Wrangler RT/S P255/ 
ORIS , Serial DOT MKCU NCHR 2B00 (made in USA). Al particular CUARTO 
el Tribunal deja constancia previa informscidn del perito mecdnico,- 
que ios cauchos del vehiculo estan en buen estado y su banda ds Rod.a 
miento est£ totalmente nueva, los cuatro cauchos se sncuentran desin 
flados, Al particular -3UINTG, el Tribunal ordena al perito fotografi 
co se tomen fotografias a cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada 
uno de los rines del vehiculo insoeccionado con la Camara que poste- 
r iormente sera idantificada y las cuales se ordenan agregar a la pre 
sente inspeccidn para due formsn carte de la rnirms. Al particular -- 
SEXTO al Tribunal ordena la toma de fotografias de la carroceria y - 
ccndicidn en que se encuentra si venicuxo insoeccionado y cuyas foto 
grafias se anexaran a la oresente insoeccidn. Al oarticular SEPTIMO 
el iribunal deja constancia orevio asesora.niento del prdctico meca- 
nico, da las condiciones el vehiculo insoeccionado son las siguien 
tes: Descuadre multiple ggnern.liaado » h-.ndimi ento ds techo, Capot,- 
puertas destrczadas, paraoris s revsntgdo, frontal descuadrado. Ed 
e ste - estado interv-iene el Boiicitants y exp. -net Solicito respetuosa 
Ri~nte al Tribunal deja constancia dal Ki .• or.ietra je cue prssenta el ve 
hioulo, Es todo, El Tribunal aouor: a io pedido y n s j a constancia de 
que el Kilometraje oue present..: 7 1 ve-iiculo i.nsnsoc . c-nado es de Cin- 
0 enta * cuatro *ov*r.:.nrzr t, (*4.541.' kilometres r.corri 




1185 


ro '• = 








1188 


T'O f C o V. J ) 





1189 


(Stamp) No. 323 


REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 


( Coat of Arms) 
JUDICIAL BRANCH 
CIVIL JURISDICTION 


No. 323 

(Hand written) 323 


PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETITIONER(S): MARIF.T.TTA TDROGO OVTF.DO 

REASON: JUDICIAL INSPECTION 


COURT: 


DATE OF ENTRY: 


DATE RETURNED: 


JUDICIAL INSPECTION 


Day: 04 Month: DECEMBER Year: 2000 


Day: Month: Year: 


No. 323 


C.22 
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(page with numbered lines 1 through 30) 

(Hand written) 1 6 (Seal) (Hand written ) One - 1 - 

(Hand written) 3 rd STATE OF LARA (Stamp) 16 (illegible) 

( Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Sealed Paper - Value: 192 Bolivars HL 99 - No. 288090 

Citizen: 

THIRD JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF RIBARREN IN THE JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF LARA 
In his office. 

I, MARIELITA IDROGO OVIEDO, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, a practicing Attorney, 
holder of identity card No. 9,608,220, registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 
45,435, and a resident of this City, respectfully appear before you and state and petition as 
follows: 

For legal purposes that are of interest to me, I respectfully request that the Court over which your 
Honor presides be transferred and called to order at the following address: Old Carora Highway, 
Pavia District, El Corralon Parking Lot in the Municipality of Iribarren in the State of Lara; 
pursuant to Articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and Article 1,429 of the 
Civil Code. I also swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to 
set aside the necessary time, thus obviating the distribution requirement; so that it may put on the 
record on the following items by means of a Judicial Inspection: ONE: As to the presence at 
the location at which the Court is called to order of a vehicle: Make: FORD, Model: 
EXPLORER, and the type, year, color and plates of the inspected vehicle.- TWO: As to 
whether the vehicle identified above has four (04) tires fitted one on each of its rims. THREE: 
As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected 
vehicle. FOUR: That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the 
inspected vehicle. FIVE: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and that the condition of 
the inspected vehicle also be put on the record. SIX: That the general condition of the inspected 
vehicle’s bodywork be put on the record. SEVEN: As to any other fact or circumstance, that I 
reserve the right to indicate [same] in due course. 

Pursuant to Articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the 
provisions of Article 502 of the same nature, I request that the photographic reproduction be 
ordered of the items expressly specified above and 
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(page with numbered lines 31 through 64) 

any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection 
takes place and that, to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. 

Furthermore, I would ask that the said photographs taken in this Court’s presence, that are 
true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced in this judicial inspection, be added to this 
Judicial Inspection. 

Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been dealt with, the original be returned 
to me together with the results thereof. 

Trusting in the Court’s grace, on the date of the filing hereof. 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
...JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
(Seal) 

BARQUISIMETO 
STATE OF LARA 

THIRD COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY 


(Stamp) 

RECEIVED DURING OFFICE HOURS 
TODAY, DECEMBER 1, 2000 
CONSISTING OF 01 SHEETS OF PAPER 

THE CLERK 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Stamp with signature - illegible) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
. . .JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
(Seal) 

BARQUISIMETO 
STATE OF LARA 

THIRD COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF IRIBARREN 


LOG 

(Stamp) (Illegible) 
Entry No. J3 
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(Hand written) Two (2) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

THIRD COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF IRIBARREN IN THE 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF LARA 
BARQUISIMETO. December 1, 2000 
Years: 190 th year of Independence and 141 st year of the Federation 

Forward to the 3 rd Court in and for the Municipality 
Of Iribarren in the Judicial District of the State 
Of Lara, to which it has been assigned. 

THE JUDGE 
( Siened ) (Il legible) 

RAFAEL ANTONIO ALBAHACA MENDOZA 


(Stamp) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
(Seal) 

BARQUISIMETO 
STATE OF LARA 

THIRD COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF IRIBARREN 
CLERK 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

MARIA MILAGRO SILVA. 

(Partial stamp in left margin) 

...IRIBARREN 

Forwarded on this same day consisting of two sheets of paper. 

Clerk 

(Signed) (illegible) 

(Stamp) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
(Seal) 

BARQUISIMETO 
STATE OF LARA 

THIRD COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF IRIBARREN 
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(Stamp): LOG 

Entry No.: 21 Sheets of paper: 58 (initials - illegible) 

THIRD COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY 
OF IRIBARREN IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
OF THE STATE OF LARA 
BARQUISIMETO, DECEMBER 4, 2000 
Years: ISO 111 Year of Independence and 141 s1 year of the Federation 

Having reviewed the foregoing petition, it is ordered that it be admitted, complied with 
and returned. It is ordered that the Court be transferred and called to order at the location 
indicated for holding the requested Judicial Inspection, having first set aside the necessary time 
and the emergency nature of the case having been stated under oath; and 3:00 p.m. today is 
scheduled therefor. 

(Partial stamp in left margin) 

....IRIBARREN 


THE JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

DR. RAFAEL ANTONIO ALBAHACA M. 


(Stamp) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
JUDICIAL DISTIRCT 
(Seal) 

BARQUISIMETO 
STATE OF LARA 

THIRD COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF IRIBARREN 


Wp.- 


CLERK 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

MARIA MILAGRO SILVA. 
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(Hand written): Four (4) 


(Stamp): LOG 

Entry No.: 47 Sheets of paper: 59 ( initials - illegible J 


(Partial stamp in left margin - illegible) 

At 3:00 p.m. today, the fourth day of December, two thousand, during office hours, the Court 
was transferred to and called to order on the premises of the “El Corralon” Parking Lot located 
on the Old Carora Highway, Pavia District, Km. 7, in order to conduct the requested Judicial 

Inspection. Giovanni Marehioni, holder of Identity Card No. Medina , was appointed as 

the Expert Mechanic and Citizen Ruben Garcilago Curda, holder of Identity Card No. 5,251,231 
12,092,014 [sic] was appointed as the Expert Photographer, and both being present, they 
accepted the assignment and promised under oath to fulfill their duties. The Court was called to 
order at the indicated location and it subpoenaed for its mission: Cesar Enrique Giffoni Barraes, 
holder of Identity Card No. 9,542,586, in his capacity as General Coordinator of the Parking Lot. 
The Court then proceeded to make a statement on the record as to the following items: Item 
ONE, that there was a vehicle that had been deposited at the above-mentioned parking lot. Make: 
Ford, Model: Explorer, Color: gray; year 2001, Chassis serial number 8XDYU60E318A10178, 
with no plates 
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(Partial stamp in right margin - illegible) 
and no serial number visible on the engine, with a mileage of 1,055 kilometers. Item TWO : The 
Court stated for the record that the inspected vehicle was fitted with four (4) tires one on each of 
the respective rims. Make: Goodyear, Wrangler RT/S, size: LT 235/75RTS. Item THREE : The 
inside had been emptied out. Item FOUR . It was agreed to add the photographs once they were 
developed. Item FIVE . It was noted that the vehicle was totally wrecked, apparently as a result 
of a rollover, the windshield and windows were broken, the rims were bent, the rear view mirror 
was broken, the tires were damaged, the axle was loose. It was noticed that the front assembly 
torque arm was broken, the bodywork was in bad shape and damaged, the paint work was 
damaged, and the vehicle was generally unusable. It was agreed to add the developed 
photographs to this Inspection. Item SIX: The inside had been emptied out. That is all. It was 
completed, read and signed by the undersigned who were in agreement therewith. The Court 
returned to the Courthouse at 4:15 p.m. 


The Judge: 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Dr. Rafael Alabahaca Mendoza 

(Stamp) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
(Seal) 

BARQU1SIMETO 
STATE OF. LARA 

THIRD COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF IRIBARREN 


The Subpoenaed party: 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

(Logo) EL CORRALON S.R.L. 
(Illegible) Setra DRTT-PPE A-0005.99 


The Petitioner: 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

The Expert: 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


The Photographer: 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
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(Hand written): Five (5) 


The Clerk: 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

MARIA MILAGRO SILVA 

The pleadings, consisting of fifteen (15) sheets of paper and eighteen (18) photographs 
with negatives, were returned immediately. 

Clerk 

(Signed) (illegible) 

(Partial stamp in left margin 

..VENEZUELA 

...IRIBARREN 


(T wo Stamps) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
(Seal) 

BARQUISMETO 
STATE OF LARA 

THIRD COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF IRIBARREN 
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(Newspaper article) 


Heman Velasquez, President of Asoexplorer-Lara 

2001 Explorers also have accidents 

(Photograph) 

(Caption) The 2001 Explorer that rolled over on Riberana Avenue. (Photo supplied by Heman 
Velasquez) 

Jairo Marquez Lugo . 

The president of Asoexplorer-Lara, Heman Velasquez, alleged that 2001 Ford Explorers 
contain the design defects noted in their predecessors, which have caused numerous accidents 
and claimed several victims to date. 

To back his allegations, he cited the case of an owner — whose name he did not provide; 
who on Sunday, November 19, rolled over in one of these trucks by the Police Unit on Riberana 
Avenue, when he was travelling between 90 and 100 kilometers per hour. 

He mentioned that the truck’s wheels locked, which caused it to immediately roll over 3 
or 4 times. He stated that the tires did not lose their tread. 

“It was the same thing that happened to the truck that rolled over between Caseteja Road 
and Yaritagua, which, according to witnesses, immediately rolled over once. A girl of 16 was 
killed in that accident,” he said. He stated that in this regard, the tires are just one of many 
causes creating instability in the Explorer. 


(handwritten) EL INFORM A D OR 
NOVEMBER 20, 2000. 
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION ACCURACY 

STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS: 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, MAURY MARGARET SCHARRER, duly certified by the University of Miami, 
Coral Gables, Florida, for proficiency in the Spanish language, hereby certify that the 
attached translation, from Spanish to English, of the Judicial Inspection, No. 323, dated 
December 4, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford Explorer, with no plates, Chassis 
Serial No. 8XDYU60E318A10178, is accurate, true and complete, to the best of my 
knowledge, ability and belief. 

MAURY MARGARET SCHARRER 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 25th day of 
January, 2001, by Maury Margaret Scharrer who is personally known to me and 
who did not take an oath. 



NOTARY PUBLIC 


/SN Vanessa Have) 

Commission CC7S5281 
Vjy Expin* October 22, 2002 


[SEAL] 



1199 


REPUBLICA D E VENEZUELA 


PODER JUDICIAL 

JURiSDICCiON CIVIL 


P 3 2 3 -n 


SOLICITUDES 


SOLICITANTE IS):. 


MARIELITA IDROGO OVIEDO 


INSFECCION JUDICIAL 


mminn . INSPECCION JUDICIAL 


FECHA DE ENTRADA: Dia_ 


FECMA DEVOLUCION: Di*_ 



j Juez Tercero del Municipio lri barren de la Circunscripc ion Judicial del Estado Lara. ; 

j I 

i Su despacho.- j 

i Yo, MARIELITA IDROGO OVIEDO, venezolana, mayor de edad, Abogado en i 


I eiercicio, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 9.608.220, inscrita en el institute de 


prevision Social del A boga do baio el N° 4 5. 435 , y de este domicilio, ante usted 1 

respetuosamente ocurro para exponer y solici tar cuanto sigue: | 

Para fines legates que me interesan, solicito respetuosamente que traslade y | 


constituya el Tribunal a su digno cargo, en la siguie nte direction Carretera Vieja Via 
Carora, Sector Pavia, Estacionamiento El Corralon del Municipio lribarren, del . 
Estado Lara, de conformidad con los articuios 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de , 
ProCedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo Civil, asimismo juro la urgencia del caso, 
solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en 
consecaencia se obvie, el requisito de la distribution; a fin de dejar constancia por 
via dte Inspection Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: PR1MERO: De la 
-prdsencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un vehiculo 
Marca FORD, Modelo: EXPLORER, y ei tipo, ario, color y placas, que presenta el 
vehiculo inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro 


(04) cauchos instalados en cada uno de sus rines. TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y 
serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo 
inspeccionado. CUARTQ : Se tomen fotograflas de cada uno de los cauchos 
instalados en cada uno de rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. QUINTO : Se tomen 
fotografias de la carroceria, y asimismo se deje constancia de las condiciones en 
que se encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. SEXTO : Se deje constancia de las 
condiciones generates en que se encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo 
insneccionado. SEPTIMO : De cualouier otro hecho o circunstancia me reservo el 
derecho de sehalar en su debida oportunidad. 

Solicito de conformidad con los articuios 472 y 475 del Codigo de 
Procedimiento Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se 
ordene la reproduction fotogrsfica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de 
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Neman Velasquez. presidente 
de la Asoexplorer-Lara 

i. En Explorers 2001 tambien 
>; se producen accidentes 



Lm Explorer modeto 2001 que se *o)crien U R1 bereft*. (Toto proporc tofuid* par 
Hernia Vriijqatt), *>. 

S'; ? Jairo M4rqitet Lugo. tlOS pOT hon. 

El presidente ds la Asoexplorer- Meneiond que ias ruedas de la 
Lara, Hernia Veldsqu«,alutn6que camioiKta se frenaron, to que oca- 
. las Ford Explorer modelo 2001 pfe- sicr^quelanrismadiera364v U dus 

i sentaa laa faiias de disefio registra- dccarnpana. Los caucbos no perdie- 
das en sm antecesoras, las irasaus ron, su banda de rodamiento, i tidied, 
que hasta el memento ban originado “Ocurridelmismo fendmenade la 

■ numeitsos accidentes y han cobra- camionetaque se voltebentre e! pea- 

- do warns vfctlmas, je Caseieja y Yariwgua. Ja coai. de 

Para susientar sus aftrmaciones,, acuerdo con lo afirmado por los tes- 
eitd el caso de an propietario -cuyo u'gos, dio una vuelta de canpana. En 
1 nombre no proporcion6- que e] do- esiecaso, murid una niSade 16 ados*’, 
J niingo 1 9 denoviembre volc6 una de seialcS, lndic6,cntai semjdo.quelos 

•** estas canuonetas a ia altura del M6- catichos son una de las tantas cau- 
(i dulo Policialde laavenida SaRifcerefta, , ,_sas que generan .nestafoilidad en la 
r. cuandovjajabaentre90y lOOkildme* Explorer, 


.f I 


Zf-fFofcn&'£ivi2 

2 O-W-vD 
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HEPUBLICA DE VENEZUELA 



PODER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICCION cr 

SOLICITUDES 


#.'3493 


SQU OT ANTE {Sj: X 050GQ 071^3)0^ MAHISLITA 


MOT I VO: IHSPSCCIOH JUDICIAL 


,H 17H Ann - FSIHHiaO IS MICXPIOS SAM PSLXPS , C0^H0Ta\INDSP£ND5il3IA T YSR0E3 33L 
ESTADQ YARACUY 


FECHA DE ENTR ADA: 3ia 10 Me«_S=S2 Alto 2001 


FECHA DEVOLUCION: , Dla Mas AM 
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I.P.SA N° 45,435 
Abogado 

1 Ciudadano 

2 Juez del Municipio San Felipe de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Yaracuy. 
s Su despacho- 

4 Yo, MARIEUTA IDROGO OVIEDO, venezolana, mayor de edad, Abogado 
s en ejercicio, titular de la cedula de identidad N' 9.608,220, inscrita en el Institute 
« de prevision Social del Abogado bajo el N* 45.435, y de este domicilio, ante usted 
7 respetuosamente ocurTo para exponer y solicitar cuanto sigue: 
s Para fines legates que me interesan, solicito respetuosamente que traslade 

9 y constituya el Tribunal a su digno cargo, en la direction que oportunamente 

10 senalare, de conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de 

11 Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo Civil, asimismo jure la urgencia de! caso, 

1 2 solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en 

1 3 consecuencia se obvie, el requisite de la distribucten; a fin de de ar constancia por 

1 4 via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: PRIMERO: De la 
is presencia en el iugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de tin vehiculo 
is Marca FORD, Modelo: EXPLORER, placas KAK-02M y el tipo, ado, color que 
i 7 presenta el vehiculo inspexicnado. SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, 
is tiene cuatro (04) cauchos instalados en cada uno de sus rines. TERCERO : De la 
» marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los 

20 lines del vehiculo inspeccionado. CUARTO : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de 

2 1 los cauchos instalados en cada uno de rines del vehiculo inspeccionado, 

22 QUINTO : Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y la parte inferior del vehiculo 

23 inspeccionado, y asimismo se deje constancia de las condiciones en que se 

24 encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. SEXTO : Se deje constancia de las 

25 condiciones generales en que se encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo 

26 inspeccionado. SEPTIMO : De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia me reservo ei 

27 derecho de sefialar en su debida oportunidad. 

28 Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 476 del C6digo de 

29 Procedimiento Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, 

30 se ordene la reproduction fotogrPfica de ios heehos expresamente espedficados y 



rfklLtJ 

MARltUTA IDROGO OVIEDO 
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• -3^’ de cualquier otro que expresamente me reservo seftalar en la oportunidad de la 
h tjfyk ctica de dicha inspection judicial y que a tal efecto, se designe un practico 
4 ) ' fotografo y un practico mecanico. 

34 Asi mismo, solicito ad tribunal que las referidas lotografias que fueron 

35 realizadas en su presencia y que son reproducciones fieles y exactas de los 

36 hechos evidenciados en la presente inspection judicial, sean agregadas a esta 

37 . inspeccibn judicial. 

38 Pido por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea 

39 devuelta original con sus resultas . 


40 Es justicia, que solicito en la fecha de su presentation. 
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^ J 

\ GADO PRIMERO DE LOS MUNICIPIOS SAN FELIPE, COCOROTE , INDEPENDEN 

CIA Y VERGES DE LA CIRCWISCRIFCION JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO YARACUY. 

f San Felipe Enero 10, de 2001 

1902 . y 1412. 

Vista la presente seiicitud, d£sele entrada, t6rnese razor 
y cumplase. Se fija la hora de la , del dia de hoy, para el 

traslado y constitucidn del Tribunal, a objeto de practicar la - 
Inspection .judicial solicitade* Tdmese razdti er e] Libro Diario- 



el Nro. 3^93, y se tom <5 razdn en el Libro Diario. 




(bucSJUo <rij) 
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xfsuMoXtffbS/^sfiiSjT/e ,Ju * 1 

^U2J t? CwbCUJMJ oiXjjSo (AcouXn, 



nljLVuzuZu *P 60 Cn fu^^AXJ^OL J* 

oUjujoS m fcuxxw 

vfouvm- ?'**»’ r ^° J SS/M "‘JtJ 

§auDX b^&ltrv O' V j fiJMmf 
A hJHUMeu MOWfrOtSZ, fOkt&v K^K 0^^, 
mju Ki(mmLU®y C 0 w./nict* ,.y^ ^ OSJ j 
"&voo am C#v? &AJ^LUXXt&b paxu. 1 U^uA/x&x ■ 
oiC7 QBuIaMx?? oOCmx&W? t t h_ 

cLua oW&^tu-O y"W^o j^ifrUalty , VloOu*> 

ieuC ^(DjjlsM) Y [ ^ u> *(&**&* 

jtiM(idc^ /Q J! aJ^ojbo? <wpW Ca-'tju&s fo (X>ux.tTxvi> 

^f}UXX/x/}Cd , teUcLD mmcuZ# 1 ' °ixt&/ (ooOx/ua-, i r 

fiph/k tl&JU dUW I £tw iLCAXn^ Y }%UCU}liXML&lZti) , eu 
HJJUU UMUAAX&x o(j U/xJaxn UX-lx^hO^^XUX^MJ 
iz aQU jc'tjjbtt 18L> Qj fAJMtGEX) MJsUi ■ J cMPp ■’, 

boiwiJ ocuik, qq<m 'WuxibccL- ijam ^ 

£jhmSx2JXix&' cuP <Jikx oliCo ^iMxuIfev cJb&P^ 

QUJttfrs? Y fkLlUi)\MAM&t6 QXJ Y ulj OOj , fjfi i'Vt&muMH C&U& 
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cnC&7 %S£sg-'t&? ob eo^Vf ay26i>7 (fkfctca. 
g$ y^pg&zOto f /UUXULcO oO> tOj ULbu'eu /U-jP? \s e ^ t 
Gdbfi*^ fiJ94^z4zXj^ yvi defjteJ^OuuAUto. y Ju^S-^eU. 

jL& f4U syjjJ'V^Loc [fUfilaLoL J,uJ)bUU^ ta( 

JZBvSJJU^f q^j6UUX)LO ajlp V^JuLL^ka <s(j> Co d-lfiZl- 

^(piex ^Zet^lmJ>f cU> Co ^L f/ $<LSt-iah0v 

f mu&ljULeietm Cei 'fu^^uLl^U'i ^ucLuujrfjM ^ 
AjJfeldjbu- ^ilLuJttuO^ fija an4MUMUJ , CL^ (UM&U 
iy\/B$ cilA/ijlj^X #~to0>. ^qJlCooccco/ fls (ju-j^ 1 



(]^ w O 
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J 4 ---GADO PRIMERO EE LOS MUNICIPIOS SAN FELIPE, COCOROTE, INBEPENDENCIA 
^’^VEROES DE LA CIRCUNSCRIFCION JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO YARACUY. 


ipf 

nhj 


San Felipe Enero 12, de 2001 
1908. y 1418. 

Practioada como ha sido la presente Inspeccidn Judicial, 


devuelvase las actuaciones originales al solid tante. Difsele sali 
da en el Libro respective y tSmese razdn en el Libro Diario, 



II. 




I A 


;.y& 






... •■$$... 


La presents gxafica nos muesira u® secuencia de la entrada principal 
del 3stac io narsi en to Municipal "FAM", ubicado en la Avenida Iniercomn 
sector Uadabacoa, -I-'unicipio la Indepen&encia, San Felipe Sstado- 
Yaracuy,- • 

( /(- ' 

\ v 



La pro sente grafica nos muestra mediant© una(l) fleoha elaborada con tinta 
de color azul, xm aspect© general de m)l) vehicnlo auiosnotor marcat "FOHD** 
Kodelo? Anot 19$8$ Colors Verde, Serial C&zrocerfas AJ03W4C252, 

Serial Kotor* V-S, placas KAK-02$f al ser revisada minuaiosamente se le — 
observe que los vidrios del Parabrisa, puerta la&o derecho anterior y pos- 
terior, lateral derecho e izqmerdo, compuerta y pnerta posterior izquierda 
se encuentran fractutados? el oapot y iecho presenian abolladuras oon itm&g 
miento, quo por sus carsc ter i sti ca s de ba'ber sido wlcado e impac tado con — 
un( l) ob^eto fi jo de igual o roayor cohesion solecular.- — . 



La present© grafica nos nraestra xm §»spe|^^eneral del ITexonatico lado 
isquierdo, marcs s "aMD-TSUt", model o.\s$/s 1/P23 5/7521 5 , el etml 2 © - 
enouentra desinf lamado , y el raismo pertenece a urn oamioneta mareat — 
"FCED", modeloj EXPIX)EER, aHo* 1998 9 Colon vexde 9 aerial Carrocerias- 
AJIJ3HP40252, serial Kotor s ¥-8, placat KAKh 02M.~ Bio}xo nexauatioo presen 
su respective r£n cromado, en cpya parte central de su copa presents la 
inscripcidn que se lees "F0BD".~ 
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La prssente grafiea nos muestra un a spec to general del rteumaiico lado 
derecbo maroas '’GOQD-r^iS’ 1 , model© El/3 LT235/?5E15> 0 1 ou al se en — 
cuentra desinf lamado , y el mismo pertenece a una camioneta marca* — • 
' r SOZn», modalo* 2XPL0E2R, arot 1998, Color* verde , serial carrooeriat 
AJU3’JP 40252, serial Motor* Y-8, placa* I&K-02K*— El menciorsado nauma— 
tico se le olserva su respective r£n»- 
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la presents grafioa nos naestra un a spec to general del. leumtioo del lado 
derecho parte posterior, el cual es marcas ,f G00D~IS&B n , modelo HT/s LT23 
5/75E15, el cual Be otserva inflaraado, con su respective r£n, en cuya par 
te central de la copa presente la inscripcion que se lee* "FOED”; el misra 
psrtenece a una cair.ioaieta rcarca? ,, F0DE" s modelo s EEPL0E8B, ano* .1,998, co- 
lor* verde $ Serial Oarroceriai AJU3V3P40252, Serial 1 .0 tort v-8, placast — 


IOK-Q2M,*- 
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La presents grafica nos rauestxa un a ^ge^/general del Ifeumatico izquier 
do parte posterior, el coal es marca ftn-CT", model© HT/S LT235/?5E 
15 j ©1 caal se observa inflamado, con su xeepectivo rxn; el miamo perte- 
iisce a urn camionsta marea* **EOSD tt , isodelos 5ZPXCE3R, anot I 998 , colors- 
Verde, serial cartocerfat AJU3HP4C252, serial motors V-8, placas* KAK-452 
K.- 
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de un(l) vehioulo autcmo-tor maroai "TODR", modeloj SSPICIiEK, afioi 1998, 
colon Verde, Serial Carrocerfai AJU3T!P40252, serial I.otort V-8, placai 
KAK-oa;.- 
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Sxp/3b.-_ 


y 



la .presente grafioa nos muestra un aspeoto general de la parte anterior in- 
ferior del vehiculo automotor maroai "TOM", modeloi ElfflcnEH, anoi 1998, - 
oolors Verde, serial carrocerfai AJU3'iP40252.- 



1234 







Exp/Uo.— _ 


J 





La presente grafioa nos mues tra un a spec to general de la parte posterior in 
' • ferior de un(l) velixculo automotor, marca* FGDR, modelos 3HPL0K3R, anos 1998 

G ' color* Verde, Serial Carroceria* AJU3><P40252«- 
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REPUBLICA D E VENEZUELA 



JURISDICCION CIVIL 

SOliCITUDES 

ARCHIVO 


SOLICIT ANTE (S) - 8PACEH3 ££t VfljLLt LBPAKSTJUi.- 


MOTIVO: 


JUDICIAL 


JUZSADD: WI MERC OS LCS KUBin WCS LECNIRW ItlFABTE, LAS I® CEDES DEL LLAAIC V CHA3UA 
.RAH® . BE LA CISCytSCRXPCiCf! JUDICIAL BEL ESTAOT 3U ARTEC 


FECHA DE ENTRAOA: Dia 22 Mes .. triERC Aha ... ?' 331 


Wes Afto 



FECHA DEVOLUCJQN: Dfa 
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Ciudadano 

Juez Prime ro de los Hunicipios Leonardo Infante, Las Mercedes del 
Llano y Chaguaramas del Estado Guarico. 

Su Despacho- 

Yo, ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N , venezolana, mayor de edad, domiciliada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V-7.G82.174, abogada 
en ejercicio, inscrita en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706, procediendo en este acto 
en mi caracter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de instrumento poder otorgado por ante la 
Notaxia Publica Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cual quedo anotado 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones Hevados por esa Notaria Publica, 
que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C A , 
compaftia antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que Uevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad 
con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo 
Civil, jure la urgencia del caso, soHcito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisite de la distribution, con el fin 
de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direction que oportunamente le senalare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulars siguientes 
PRIMERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un 
vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, y el tipo, color y placas, que presenta el vehiculo 
inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes idehtificado, tiene cuatro (4) cauchos 
instalados en cada uno de sus rines TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de 
los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los lines del vehiculo inspeccionado. CUARTO : De 
las condiciones generates de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo 
inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. OUINTO : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de 
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los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. SEXTO : Se 
tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se encuentra el vehiculo 
inspeccionado, SEPTIMO ; Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se 
encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado. De cuaiquier otro hecho o 
circunstanck que me reservo el derecho de seflalar en su debida oportunidad, Solicito de 
conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, en 
concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la reproduction 
fotografica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de cuaiquier otro que expresamente 
me reservo senalar en la oportunidad de la practica de dicha Inspection Judicial y que, atal 
efeeto, se designe un practico fotografo y un practico mecanico. Aslmismo, solicito al 
Tribunal que las reteridas fotografias fueron realizadas en su presencia y que son 
reproducciones fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente Inspection 
Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que ditihas fotografias scan agregadas a esta 
Inspection Judicial Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea 
devuelta en original junto con sus resultas, Es gracia que espero en la fecha de su 
presentation. 
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is Gtoanjtt Olh/astfi J, 

Abogad* i 

IMLA. 67.332 





Y o, JO RGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, estadonnidah&ejbn liyqjr /de edad, g 
, ihabil en derecho, domiciliado en la ciudad de Valencia, Estado tSSataggbfy titular de ; 

! da cedula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de ; g 
. BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. : 

. iFirestone Venezolana), sociedad inscrits por ante el Registro Mercantil que Ilevo el 1 
, duzgado Segundo de Primera lnstancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion j s 
p ; Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. j 

■1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asambiea ! 

1 - - ■ - . _■ i* 

■General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inrcrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero ; 

i _ .. ,l» 

p de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo ] 

. j el Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para este acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula j 

( 'Duodecima en su parte “C” del Documeato Constitutive Estatutario, por el presente j 

documents deciaro: Que conficro en nomore de mi representada, Poder especial pero i 

( ! ampiio j bastante cuanto en derecho se tequiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL j 

COLMENaRES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 

( edad, soiteros, habiles en derecho, titulare- de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 | 

^ y 7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos por ante el Instituto de Prevision Social del j 

Abogado bajo ios numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este : 

^ domicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, j 

acciones e intereses, de mT^representoda BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE; 

* - - - — - iso 

VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 

mandate, quedan .facultados los prenomtrados Apoderados para intentar, contestar ! 

Fernandas, darse por citados y notiticados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 1 

reconvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de . 

derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y ' ** 

ejeeutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, j** 

inclusive ei de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciones. Los 

apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiales para asuntos determinados cuando 

io juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, sustituirlos en todo o en parte, 28 

reservandose o no su ejerdcio y reasumirio en cualquter tiempo cnando a bien ' 2 *. 
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OLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA. 

SEXTA DE V VALENpIA. 

(3X 

7“ — '-Ttsessag* i 

documento, redactado por el Abogado: 

Inscrito en el INPREABOGADO bajo el No 4725?. Fue 

su AUTENTICACION Y 


Jte^fecJja; 


DEVOLUCION, segun planilla N* 
2000. Presents) su(s) otorgante<s) dijo(eroti) 


JORGE AWTOWIO GOUZALEZ ALVAR El {AcXuando in iu cxuiicXZK 


llamarse: 

di ?\zi>Uzniz de "BftlPGESTOKE FILESTORE VEHEZQUm, C.A." 


> ^ k 4yor(es) de edad, domiciliado (s) en: VALENCIA... , 

| 

^De Nacionalidad (es): ESTtiVOUttlVENSE . ...... 


De estado civil: 


Titular (es) de la (s) C6dula (s) de Identidad Numero (s) 


y'-yLddo y confrootado el original con sus Fotocopias y finnada en estas y en el presente 
- □original en prtsencia de IA NOTARIO. EL (los) OTORGANTE (S) expose (croa) U SU 
.CONTENIDO ES CIERTO^YMIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
^ AL PIE DEL INS7RUMENTO LA NOTARIO en tal virtud, lo declare AUTENTICADO 
en prescncia de los testigos escribientes; MEAGROS RDEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 
Titulares de las Cedillas de Identidad Numeros V4.872.J54 Y V4.684.50I, dejtodolo 
inserto bye el N” <>• . TOMO n - ■ de los libros de AUTENTICACIONES 

llevados por esla Notarial* NOTARIO 0UE SUSCRIBE t/*CE C0NSTAR QUE TUI/0 PARA SU 
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f 

pevduiciON registro ve bripgestone fire stone penezolanJ/ c.a&ws- 

1 ANTE EL REGISTRO MERCANTI L QUE LLEVO EL JUZGAPO VE n&MBRAi be-'-;, 
Lp CIVIL V MERCANTIL PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUPICIAljMd'.fSK^ 
i-;8Aj0 EL M* I, C0MP1 LAVAS SUS REFORMAS EN UN SOLO CUERpJ^ESBN ' 
ACTA PE ASAMBLEA GENERAL EXFRAORV1 NAKIA PE ACCIPNISTAS, 

EN EL REGSITRO MERCANTIL PRIMER0 PE ESTA CIRCUMSCRIPCION JUPICIXL, EN FE-- 
CHA 29-01-97, BAJO EL N* Z, T0M0 8-A, AUT0RIZAPO PARA ESTE ACT0 SEGUN SE 
EPIPENCIA EN LA CLAUSULA PU0PECIMA EN SU PARTE "C" PEL P0CUMENT0 C0NSTITU- 
TIUO ESTATUTARI0. E IGUALMENTE PEJA COMSTAR QUE PARA ESTE ACTS AUT0RIZ0 
A LA CIUPAPANA MARIA l/ICTPRIA R0PRIGUEZ CON CEVULA VE IPENTIPAP P-7 .091. 

10S, ESCRI8ISNTE I PE ESTA N0TARIA PARA PRESENCIAR PICH0 0T0RGAMIENT0 C0N- 
FORME EL AR TICULO Z9 PEL REGLAMENTO PE NGTARIAS PUBLICAS EN LAS 0FICINAS 
PE ,?ggSrafe®I CARRETERA PIEJA VIA L0S GUA/0S EN VALENCIA, A LAS 2. PC PM.. 





El FOVERVANTE. 
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N ■■ . 



t?f ecf. 



Primerc? de lcs Municipios Leonardo Infante, Las Mercedes del Llano y Che 
c.“ de la Circunscripci6n Judicial del Estadc Gu£rico. Valle de le Pascua,- 
s de Enerc del Dcs Mil Unc.- 

19DS y 141° 

iste la sclicitud que ©ntecede, suscrits per is ciudedans! ARACELI5 DEL - 
: !T ^ D AN£ T A N., Venezclene, mayor be edad, titular de la CSdula de Identided- 
'.~Cl-„ 174, Abc-geds en ejercicic. inscrit® en el Inpreebogadc beje el NS — 

. _-n su cerecter de Apcdered© de la Empress BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOL_A 
. , antes denominsda C.A. FIRESTCNE VENEZOLANA, ccnforme se euidencie de — 
.. -=ntc Poder que en copis be accmpeRa @ is sclicitud otergadc per ante ia - 
Publics Sexts de Valencia Estadc Cersbcbc, en fechs Veinticincc de Cctu- 
. Drs mil, enctadr bajc el fJ s 41, Tome 79 de lcs Librcs de ©utenticscicnes 
.d.;,T3 s snlicitud ests eeignada © este TriDunsl per distr ibucidn, d6sele eri 
■ r el litre respective y su curse de Ley. En crnsecuencia trBsledese y - — 

'.tuysse el Tribunal en el sitio indicadc per la sclicitante y llevese e 

:.v !nspecci(5n Judicial a que se centres el escritc que encabeza estas ec- 
i~s« Designese Practice Msconicr- y Practice Fctcgrafo en su epertunided — 
a la Ley. HabilitesG to dr- «2 tiempc neceseric pare ellr, por haber sido 
■ a urgenci? del cesc per le sclicitente„- Dejese ccpie certi fiesda.- 



Abcg. Eleizalde C. Campos L«— 





, , „ 0 eSL dii ojyvfi ^9*^ Umx> . 

^■OIaa-A' 1 ., A_(Xj> <2 - -2>0 ^-h t A »> ;V ) ■°-^ 

\ fo-V 4 .i>Aj AXi33ev^ (X. ot3avj Jljsl Xvv^Wi-<^uLxJ^rvo 

3 'o_cAl.C_u_A) «^>-S- ^ JL ^ XCrvA^^Q-JL: Axx jXJcAjc- coLaj-cJL) ^U-X 

'^AA^A. ‘.i-v^J-J * ( ^ ^ ^x3s\J<iXAJijAA ^X- 3A^.aXaj^O '-x QjTw^3jUj - 

( -S^Ai-*>j_cO O^'VVJci-V 0 [s.OU£V'-' JLtv CO^iXx_>-Mj ^ oA 

w©Afc •$-*■ V'^VVUJ'^jR_^0 ^\ vX-^xj- J'J^A od ^ -^VX_.‘^ a-A-U.CXxi'VO AjA 

Ca^x_11 jUx.ry AjLA< 3-*^*'> A-A> ^\x>AVP t '‘A^Aix A-O ^ U^XXJ^CJD ' 

A*_ TTVXAa O^^JSXjLjU;, jr<J^ cAx5^\Aj_J * 

^x.cA -> ^o3Al_ Cit^WrfvsJjx) AJ) ( a-v^jAwyoi- TAXx - 

E Ai~ ilAjixA , AjAiA^-v^ ^ £u. .L^ cl 1 v\- ioi^.flH, 

£ ^*A- a ^0 -(u^o-cj . «**. -A .X. ? £> • tX YV~ ’ 

AjbW.c A xt sjAxi^ ^tM~ 0 fcAjLVA CJ-JL— ^ ^A-C)- A 5 O-Aj^r^rCi , 

a ^ wA> A- 0^-V~> &-*- Ax>.. 

\ oA : yrVL tAs_ - 

A ’ -s - ‘^L-o-AA. AxPAj ( vl Q-\VJM^ J AiL-v'uc cA Q^ocxA- ? 

^Aiu.A-‘>. ' - Aa- Jux. C. X yy ~ |2 . "5(3! . ‘ t <W>w 

oAxu.. A> ' clw cA ^ aA* As>vAjl. c^j^\-AoAAjAkKj?i »-£ 

T/xAyw.noA_> ^ ^^JL&AA3 -YVVO^\ajJ^A^ |A-'» r jl) ' ~%3'V\C J^-^XSskx^ dlg_ 
(iXAxx; 4VtC^-to t Ax J i-^xiJb 'XWJxJYvij-t^ ^sXX) 1 e> ^ ^ txu|) - 

3~ pk ^X2s v - s.- ^ '^j\XAJCX,Y^ XAJErvu ^_i- , ClSsTV'-O 

j>0oo ..^.) G^AaxoAj^ AsAWcju | JyvaA^y^ ( cW 

i i ijoXuU, 0 ^ 

U . Ci'S'X . “D^ 1 ^ &_CYVV^.clL.tiA£> cu^ 'I^WjklLcu 

- n -r- L . ' 

1. 



LcxXxA^ArO , 0_S5Y\Aji, O-^ CJUW.A- 


"i lijL-ii ^AjiV^jO 


. MO-^Xi A cnxxjjyj^vi, , >i fijwft. ™ « 

i?- v ^-’ \^- ej * ju ^ , Jul 3-o^ t j_ - 

^v JLju SvA« pJ* 1 ^xxAo ^ ^Lu'^jd VM, . 


^"■1 *•’■ 
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'Ao > C»_ CjrvviVjikJvxijoOj &>■ -W> jlJorjuAL.tv - 

3x.-. XvqVjCO ': ^ ^>jp/\ajvo '. CJ2NXX, _ 

- -., <: jucO A-*— X»- &w. -ftX W<A» A^kx.- 

jUcV f -O t XjOVOC^- ^>- l -ckj 1 - 

\AA>' > 'A'vUv-tJDc.'. ^ t>\X , Ao&A-VO '. 

'^' V *\- 0 ^ ^ 2-> ^ C? ; •^■YVfc ' j Cjq-O . - 

^Jd\bV . |y>Ai\ivlAXQ , QjXXKjC tfiA 3 -XO ■ 

*y> \J 0 • O^A^ATyvXc *• ^ 

C.xi> 4-*- ^ ^ XxjLJVviLj 

^•». ^-XJv. ^-w ^SXXXcX^~5 , >_fy^o Xcs\ r\ c\^ £r^ ^a>- ^JO_jXjCL- Ujyvo 

~ \ A\ KJLKX> " » X> "V UjjC - 

^LRf\M!^Ib*JVA {^XSX~> &J- ©y^SJL Xe"» Cj^AX qV-CO U^VUsX*J> ~ 


' w ^xAjX- vjoVJO Ajl 3otr> J'XjY'X^ &3i\ Ofi-Vx - 

, Xxjuw^^ ^-XjC^xjoxaaS^ 

U ^3 /. 5 ^ '. ^L*O^K-t 3 AXL 5 uX^v\^XAJ 3 3 ) JiJ\X qJLa^o • 

*Wkjx'. ^ t 3x^0 “. ? 5c>^. 15 

Ua vLcfcij * "3> fc^'b't/V3 Vi X ^ X 5-2, A £ux^0\xp D^Xd^^Jlrjcs 

V av ^ J:5 ‘ ^ <=)00 &ju.cU. ( SJLjo -. ?a.‘\‘b/ , SfcK.\S 

) b '- j£ jw ‘aJui-ijoJo ’■ 3 tsT c><L T 3 w> k!l2 3J \ . ^j^cVj Twv- 
f.v/- u J>ajo^c\\jo'. \Wvcjx-\ % V tk,j ■ ? 3- e ' c o/ 

+5 , ^uoJo ■ <W- 

■~>vo \ /viv_aA.-v-to V> QJv c^ "g, V C^o 4 jJu Ao , 

\ -J ^° 1 ^OR. J<bj D'o'irt-'t'b ( ' 3)bT e>e.TJK)^ 

C ‘ » i' tVfc Ai T^aVva.'vviJ>o g rsy ,^n».At L ^'1 

■&t. Aao gJ&v\j<S-»- tXEwl^i v^v. ■',^-i) v VS."i Axra c»).. 

V:\..to &>-■- cjclAjc- ■o^.'v^o 

.g> o.>. 5J6WJ A*-o di >Um &ju fva&jzjvul**- 

^ , " ^-*r^ J»j^> : U> Couj^oV-eo 0ji4 Ustruo 

4 1 ) :. 1 .^STXJYkAs^T> NjS^JX/'tYVXS.-^lKXl pL hjoulvAaj>ji^ 
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4Lq5^uAjo , - i^3 4-°- 

”Y>- - usv^X^ojij ^ ^lw- -p- ^^^tijvjavij J^sXo - 
0 L^WCSU iO A^“ ^r> - 

&xs\> *** Z-XXJ&. Sl. ujvvc <&> -Xxfi ,0sOfvV> &iX ^ -Aviu - 

oA*- *4} ^U^CX) 

^^.vJuo»jva.CJIXO p~ 

^J. \jjx qXX> : k ^ VJLXAJClJ ^ wSlD ^VA^&K. <LC_M^!VUa> „ 

&*.> .. k Ux.W^J C-VKAJ^O -SU — Jja~A j^>J^XU,vh - 

3ijtxy ^yUuu&Aa^ : ^ V-sA-lcxAo 

YvJUlx\» j|>^skax^ \) 'A , '^U^IXlYVVa> - \X 

.J"^Vj^v\jAj &c^x> CJSnAJ^^'^ tA4X4 ^JU JUlA 0^j4X<JUsvU^> 

A J»-‘- J& V V> <£ukX- y.i. j&jL. &XA- CJUlX^A^XJU.^ tJX>Av&CjlXUi s ; 

^ / '^p ^ $^vj£oj\& 0 m^-O < i- A ^-^4^ pjSSYK 

?f s-~lH> ;■> 4^oa^JsX^V^*'-’> ‘. ^ KX^J&J&KX <^syvJ^\A*X>A A*-4?kJC> , “ 

*il‘. L V. v_. v - T , . A . A • * 


^;^k%.. :Sm h±~ t ( O^Ana JQO V - 

-iV_M t?^x3JsSkA>^ pfeK?s> ^ ^s^beo y ^Xjota^uo 

&V& C-VJUxAiOG^jMX. > /Sj3^JC»v* )u4J&v* 3 yNjJjfccPi t ^uJL'Sja-a $JUiCx*> , 
Ja. tSJ2M* ^ C-ASIa ^VuvJ~AX^>^ . 'i>^ -cJ3a-' H r A^X3)^S^> ^ 

A*>~ -V^-CLi^ UjClJQ &*3 '^kxjSjLojAjfc^ 

uVvs. K& ^ ^n^ucsy^ -’ ^«Xi.oS*> 4 jJ* X/o^^wAj <L^e_j 
O^-.-^Saj^Cjuou Wi ^fo5v5*mAu^y-* j&I 

4^-^ ^'As\^j^jxA^o^x-i <3L*3 

>XV- <:\,Oi Jb^- vX«n ^jjrOt.^ ^ v^v&fc- 1 

jpi\v •' -Af\\.^3us£X J^aJSV' ~XaS>. &jtaX>» -&-1 

: f .vv •-'JWJsXj ^JUjjO-i Os-vv^^'>tAJi! CM- ^CJ 

%\ i<l\fc',,vafco-) t a. (L» &-5--J<X> CjCV^5aM>- 

! - — .4^ir^i *'-kjy vV ^ ^^3 \| 5 ^ — v..^^' 1-^A-c^' j ffm 

?(VU. O. .O |jsv^ . ^Ju VXW&- TWlAjU&JCO A-l. |Cl 

^S- \'>A/\AkSS * N >aV^*<vvioA-'j CjyvdStiks^Cilx^j c4j? 
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X»- \Sf'fy\J&_-> j^*- ^S?jr> JkAV A/x. j^vv^»-^-U-Sr 

•c^ ■>.!-- TYVRASIJS.'. ?D Wxjojutl^J fSU , Cjufex*- 

T^k-vujo -OVNa'Iojvv OUX. &jl. «|xxSL Ajsk, 

•^Sj ji-VryvXi-. Y^o^^v^-O-A'Si-' rfifUi^ru^jiA^its T~o jO-aib^-x- 
J^XA-T.\0-*- > . QjoJ*V^AjoS^J\i CJ5SWJL-. W ,p'-<Sjts . 

'S m*Wxjyv»Ao _ SU$^- lal, pX- ■ 

i <x -p->~ puL»- ■'^Aja^ouuvXiJ-. _ JUjlvjSo& Aja-ti 
O '. 4-0 'tV^^f\AA^ E D A-«_ v\kk SjtX-vA-fi— ' . f* 3 j=AwE> j 
\ ’ f”*” \ G*sv0^d ^IwryNbA^ '. _ 




Bj-CU V >_ 


, <Sa 4>5 j sjv\&^ , 


<s*.n;;..' : ' =./ . 

G-Jt. VLtijSj»-wfe_. 



t^Ou5jxjuCoo , 

J^UjjSjxjD Jb- . 

v f' 90 ^ 4 ^wuuc5oDJcSj i^^^wra 4. 














1251 




ai> 



^jLC^oll^J 3 GrfY\SJV'XjiJ fLA-- ^4A3\j^aja 


. 'XxJjX.1 




.C-XerWiU) 


0.*-*-*^jV 


' frA>/1 /^Xa->-j\Xs^ 1 CucvAis-vkL. Dots, ^ $ ^eXxto 

, O. >W l^olx^o . 
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01-844 


Ciftftiana 

, V/ 

Juez'Decimo Octavo de Municipio de la Circunscripcion Judicial del 
Area Metropolitans de Caracas. 

Su Despacho - 



Yo, ARACEIS DEL VALLE URDANETA NAVA, venezolana. mayor de edad, 
abogado, domiciliada en la ciudad de Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula 
de identidad numero V.-7.082.174, e inscrito en el Institute de Prevision Social del 
Abogado bajo el numero 30.706, aqui< de transito; procediendo en este acto en mi 
caracter de apoderada de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. 
(antes denominada Firestone Venezolana), sociedad mercantil inscrita originalmente 
en el Registro de Comercio que Hevaba el Juzgado de Primera Instancia en lo 
Mercantil del Distrito Federal en fecha 4 de julio de 1944, bajo el numero 1667, 
Tomo 6; posteriormente domiciliada en la ciudad de Valencia, Estado Carabobo, 
inscrita en el Registro de Comercio que Hevaba el Juzgado Segundo de Primera 
Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Septirtia Circunscripcion Judicial, Valencia, el 
23 de octubre de 1956, bajo el N°l, hoy llevado por el Registro Mercantil Primero de 
la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, cuya ultima reforma del documento 
Constitutive y Estatutos Sociales fue registrada por ante dicha Oficina de Registro el 
de enero de 1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A. Dicha representacion la ejerzo de 
^conformidad con el poder que en fecha 25 de octubre de 2000, BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., otorgo por ante la Notaria Piibiica Sexta del 
^.t&hnicipio Valencia del Estado Carabobo, el cual quedo anotado bajo el Numero 41, 
.'Tomo 79, de los Libros de Autenticaciones llevados por dicha Notaria, cuya copia 
acompano a la presente solicited marcada "A”; ante usted de conformidad con lo 
pautado en el articulo 1 .429 del Codigo Civil, en concordancia con lo estabieeido en 
el Libro Segundo, Seccion 4°, Capitulo VII, ultimo aparte del articulo 472 del Codigo 
de Procedimiento Civil, con todo respeto ocurro para solicitar el traslado y 
constitucion del Tribunal en el comercio denominado Taller Las Vegas, situado en el 
sector denominado Coco Frio, ubicado a la altura del kilometro 4 de la carretera que 
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2 

|onduce.de la ciudad de- Caracas al Junquito, Caracas; para que por via de Inspeccion 
Ocular se sirva verificar y dejar constancia de las personas, objetos, cosas, lugares, 
,\£>ienes y documentos a que se refieren los siguientes particulares: 

PRIMERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 

Tribunal, de los vehicuios Marca: Ford; Modelo: Explorer, Tipo, Color, Serial de 
Carroceria, Placas; asi como tambien de cualesquiera otros datos que permitao una 
mayor y mejor identificacion de los vehicuios objeto de Inspeccion. 

SEGUNDO : Que los f vehicuios identificados en el punto PRIMERO de esta 

solicitud, tienen instaiados los cauchos en cada uno de sus rines. 

TERCERO : De la marca, tipo, senal y cualesquiera otras caracteristicas de 

cada uno de los eauchos instaiados en cada uno de los rines de los vehicuios objeto de 
la inspeccion. 

CUARTO De eonfbrmidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del C6digo de 
Procedimiento Civil, en concordance con lo previsto en el arttculo 502 ejusdem, se 
ordene la reproduccion fotografica de los vehicuios, cauchos, rines, bandas de 
,^-rodamiento y demas objetos y cosas que expresamente me reservo senalar, ai 
dnomento de la practica de esta inspeccion ocular. Para los fines anteriormente 
irtdicados, pido al Tribunal se sirva designar un practtco fotografo y un practico 
} mecanico para que le asistan al momento de la evacuacion de la Inspeccion. 
. Asimismo, solicito a la ciudadana Juez, se sirva dejar expresa constancia, de que las 
fotografias tomadas al momento de la practica de la inspeccion fueron realizadas en 
su presencia, y que por to tanto, sean consideradas como reproducciones fieles y 
exactas de los hechos presenciados, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas 
fotografias sean agregadas a esta Inspeccion Ocular con la finalidad de que formen 
parte integrante e inseparable de la misma. 

OUINTQ : De las condiciones generales de los cauchos, colocados en cada uno de los 
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^nes de los vehiculos inspeccionados y de sus respectivas bandas de rodamiento. 

SEXTO: Me reservo igualmente en nombre de mi representada, el derecho de dejar 
expresa constancia de cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que, como solicitante, 
eonsidere eonveniente o necesario ai momento de la practica de esta solicitud. 


SEPTiMQ : A los fines de la evacuacion de ia Inspeccion Ocular aqui solicitada, juro 
la urgencia del caso, y a tal efecto pido al Tribunal se sirva habilitar todo el tiempo 
que fuera necesario para la admision y evacuacion de la solicitud contenida en este 
documento. De igual forma soiicito de la ciudadana Juez del Despacho, se sirva 
devolverme en original ia presente Inspeccion con sus resultas, una vez que haya sido 
evacuada. 

Es justicia, que espero en esta ciudad de Caracas, en la fecha de su presentacion. 
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-$ . REPUBLICA BOLIVAR I ANA DE VENEZUELA 

i ■ . 

JUZGADO BECIilG OCTAVO DE KUNICIPIG DE LA C IRCL'NSCP. IFCIOK JUDICIAL 
DEL AREA METROPQL I TAMA DE CARACAS- Caracas, :in :2 iv5 f de fearers 
de dos fail uno <2001).- 

1702 y 1412 


Por recibida y vista la anterior solicited de Inspeccicn Judicial 
y jura da como ha si da la urgencia del caso por la parts 
interesada, practlauese en la opcrtunidad que ha bier terga el 
Tribunal, habi I it&ndose si fciempo necesaric- z I os fines ds 
proveer acerca de ia sus<na. En ccnsecuencia. deseie sntraca 
anotese en el libra respective y formesa sj-csdiarte. A tales 
fines fijan las pi-^.0 d el dia (Of?' 'Ort* c^OO / para el 



JCP/bartolo 


EXP. NS 01-844 
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CA 9! 


Yo, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, eswdounidsnst^ytf/de edad, 
( lh$bil en derecho, domiciliado en la ciudt.d de Valencia, Estado Ga titular de 
( la'.cedula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de 
( BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A, 
Firestone Venezolana), sociedad inscritr por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevc el 
f Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 
Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitr.es (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 
T, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea 
^ ‘General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inrcrita por ante ei Registro Mercantil Primero 
^ de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 
^ >e} Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para eite acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 
'Duodecima en su parte “C” del Documetio Constitutive Estatutario, por el presente 
documento declaro: Que confiero en nonnlre de mi representada, Poder especial pero 
amplio y bastante cuanto en derecho se nquiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 
COLMENARES y ARACELIS URJDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 
edad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titulare * de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 

i .... . . . . 

:y 7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos for ante el Institute de Prevision Social de! 
•;Abogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 
dOmicilio, para que conjunta 0 separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 
.acciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
, VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 
mandato, quedan -facultados los prenombrados Apoderados para intentar, contestar 
demandss, darse por citados y notificados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 
reconvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 
derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 
ejecutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordmarios que concedan las Leves, 
inclusive el de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciones, Los 
apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiales para asuntos determinados cuando 
lo juzguen conveniente 0 lo requiera la Ley, sustttuirlos en todo o en parte, 
reservandose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando abien 
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^Jos Tribunales, funcionarios y Grganisrnos competentes de la Republics, ai 
icipios, y demas personas naturales o juridicas de caracter publico o 3i 
:ido que las facultades aqui enunciadas son a tituio merament^f| 
to taxativo. Se hacen dos ejemplares de un mismo tenor y a un soioT^, 
en la fecha de su autenticacion- f. '• 


iPorBFVZ 


JORGE AT GONZALEZ A. 



4 ^ 

-j* 
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3 8 



p-~l. 



• 88 
30 

40 

41 

42 

43 


0^' r ^ -Jy'rjtrf! j ^-«vd 

Rm^Bg^jBOUVAKIANA DE VENEZUELA. 

SEXTA ( / DE )q^ A ^S4vc PE f^' 

J0! anjlrior docurr.ento, redactado por el Abogado: ^^ANCIi-QTN^^Ey^ 
^ ' -^ ' tocri<0 en ei INPREABOOADO bajo e! No «7?5L = =° Fue 
preseatt : &''' = paS sc AUIENnCACION Y DEVOLUCION, segim planilla N° 
$6195, He fgcha: ^ j 2000 Presente(s) su(s) otorgante(s) dijoferonj 


llatnarse: JdRSE ANTONIO G0H2ALE2 ALVAREZ {Ao^aando er. an caidcXei 

ii Pwidtntl dl "BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZ0LANA, C.A.") .7.77 



' 

.rt ■ — — ■ 

• SLeldo y confroniado ei original con sus Fotocopias y firmada en estas y en el presente 
<* ^original en presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL 0os) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 
, . CONTENtDO ES CIERLO..y MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 

' '-I AL PIE DEL INSTRUMENTO “ LA NOTAIUO on ta] virtud, lo declara AUTENTICADO 
■en presencia de Ins testigos escribientes: M1AGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 
Timlares de las Cediias de Identidad Ntaeros V-4.872.554 Y V-4.684.501, dejdndolo 
inserto bajo el N” 41 • . TOMO ^e los libras de AUTENTICACIONES 

llevados por esta Notaria, LA NOTARIO SUE SUSCRIEE MACE CONST AR QUE TWO PARA SU 
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. „,'A/V jfcEWSlJCION REGISTRY PE BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VEREIOLAN A, C.A..INS- 
idgl W g* ANTE EL REGISTRO MERCANTll SUE HE I/O EL JUZGAPO PE PRIMERA IMS— 
rime^tv HU CIVIL f MERCANTll PE esta circunscripcion judicial, en fecha 
&H 0 -ri)->Aj:.SSAJO EL N« 1, com UPAS SUS REFORMAS EW UN SOLO CUERPO SEGUU 

ACTA PE ASAMBLEA GENERAL EXTRAORPINARIA PE ACCIONISTAS, INSCRITA 
EN EL REGSITRO NERCANTIL PRIMERO PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN FE- 
C«A 29-01-07, SAJO EL N s 2, TOMO «-A, AUTORIZAPO PARA ESTE ACTO SEGUN SE 
EVISENCIA EN LA CLAUSULA PtlOPECIMA EN SU PARTE «C" PEL POCUMENTO CONSTITU- 
TIVO ESTATUTARIO. E IGUALMENTE PEJA COMSTAR 8UE PARA ESTE ACTO AUTORIZO 
A LA CIUPAPANA MARIA VICTORIA ROPRISUEZ CON CEPULA PE IPEMTIPAP V- ?,«»!. 

10!, ESCRIBIENTE 7 PE ESTA NOTAR7A PARA PRESENCIAR PICHO OTORGAMIEMTO COtfc„ 
FORME EL AtnCULO 11 PEI REGLAMENTO PE NOTARIAS PUBL1CAS EN LAS OflCVUS^ c 


W&msFVh' 

i, 1 % 

ftle-S-S&fe: ft 

3^Ci ?]) 


CARRETOW t^TEJA VIA J.0S GUAK05 EW WIEWCIA, A LAS 

ei pcvEmm. 







'1 


-.TV<S> fc 

•'-“"I* 
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En boras de despacho del di a de hoy, seis (6) de febrero de dos mil Lino 
(2001 K comparece por ante este Tribunal el ciudadano LI IS FELIPE 
LOZANO, venezolano, mayor de edad y titular de la cedula de identidad N° 
s 13.508,041, en su caracter de practico fotografo design ado en la presente 
,-' v '‘Jnspeccion, y expone: "Consigno en este acto, constante de (3) folios, las 
t •- fotos a qite se reftere el acta de fecha 5 de febrero de 2001, Es todo.” 


Termino, se levo y conformes firman. 
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CO 
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o 






51-845 


Cmdadana 

- Si 

|np Decs mo Octavo de Municipio de la Circunscripcion Judicial del 
'Owea Metropolitans de Caracas. 

^St^espacho - 

Yo, ARACEIS DEL VALLE UKDANETA NAVA venezolana, mayor de edad, 
abogado, domiciliada en la ciudad de Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula 
de identidad numero V.-7.082.474, e inscrito en el Institute de Previsidn Social del 
Abogado bajo el nbmerc 30.706, aqui de transito; procediendo ea este acto en mi 
caracter de apoderada de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A. 
(antes denominada Firestone Venezolana), sociedad mercantil inscrita originalmente 
en el Registro de Comercio que Uevaba el Juzgado de Primera Instancia en lo 
Mercantil del Distrito Federal en fecha 4 de julio de 1944, bajo el numero 1667, 
Tomo 6; posteriormente domiciliada en la ciudad de Valencia, Estado Carabobo, 
inscrita en el Registro de Comercio que llevaba el Juzgado Segundo de Primera 
Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Septima Circunscripcion Judicial, Valencia, el 
23 de octubre de 1956, bajo el N°l, hoy llevado por el Registro Mercantil Primero de 
la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, cuya tiltima reforma del documento 
Constitutive y Estatutos Sociales file registrada por ante dicha Oficina de Registro el 
29 de enero de 1997, bajo e! N° 2, Tomo 8-A. Dicha representation la ejeizo de 
conformidad eon el poder que en fecha 25 de octubre de 2000, BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., otorgo por ante la Notaria Publica Sexta del 
Municipio Valencia del Estado Carabobo, el cual quedo anotado bajo el Numero 41, 
Tomo 79, de los Libros de Autenticaciones llevados por dicha Notaria, cuya copia 
acompaflo a la presente solicited marcada "A”; ante usted de conformidad con lo 
pautado en el artieulo 1.429 del Codigo Civil, en concordancia con lo establecido en 
el Libro Segundo, Section 4°, Capituio VII, ultimo aparte del artieulo 472 del Codigo 
de Procedimiento Civil, con todo respeto ocurro para solicitar el traslado y 
constitution del Tribunal en el comercio denominado Repuestos Nuevo Chopi, 
situado en la calle la Guallanita, urbanization Bella Vista, de esta ciudad de Caracas; 
para que por via de Inspection Ocular se sirva verificar y dejar constancia de las 
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gej^hjias, objetos, cosas, lugares bienes y documentos a que se refieren los siguientes 
panjicutares: 

) if 

PRfSliERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde en que se encuentra constituido 


j^nbunal, de varios vehiculos Marca: Ford; Modelo: Explorer; Tipo, Color, Serial 
de Carroceria, Placas; asi como tambien de cualesquiera otros datos que permitan una 
mayor y mejor identificacion de los vehiculos objeto de Inspeccion. 


C. 


SEGUNDO : Que los vehiculos identificados en el punto PRIMERO de esta 

solicitud, tienen instalados los cauchos en cada uno de sus rines. 


TERCERO : De la marca, tipo, serial y cualesquiera otras caracteristicas de 

cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines de los vehiculos objeto de 
la inspeccion. 


>7 o 


CUARTO : De conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de 

Procedimiento Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el aiticulo 502 ejusdem, se 
ordene la reproduction fotografica de los vehiculos, cauchos, rines, bandas de 
rodamiento y demas objetos y cosas que expresamente me reservo seiialar, al 
momento de la practica de esta inspeccion ocular. Para los fines anteriormente 
litdicados, pido al Tribunal se sirva designar un practico fotografo y un practico 

fflec^nico para que le asistan al momento de la evacuation de la Inspeccion. 

2. V 

.A^jpiismo, solicito a la ciudadana Juez, se sirva dejar expresa constancia, de que las 

? Si' 

. Mdgrafias tomadas al momento de la practica de la inspeccion fueron realizadas en 

, <■- W// 


esencia, y que por lo tanto, sean consideradas como reproducciones fieles y 
exactas de los hechos presenciados, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas 
fotografias sean agregadas a esta Inspeccion Ocular con la finalidad de que formen 
parte integrante e inseparable de la misma. 


OUINTO : De las condiciones generales de los cauchos, colocados en cada uno de los 
rines de los vehiculos inspeccionados y de sus respectivas bandas de rodamiento. 
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SEXTO : Me reservo igualmente en nombre de mi representada, el derecbo de dejar 
expfesaXconstancia de cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que, como solicitante, 
Ibonsjaepe conveniente o necesario al momenta de la practica de esta solicitud. 

SESPtlMO . A los fines de la evacuacion de la Inspection Ocular aqui solicitada, juro 
la uigencia del caso, y a tal efecto pido al Tribunal se sirva habilitar todo el tiempo 
que foera necesario para la admisidn y evacuacidn de la solicitud contenida en este 
documento. De igual forma solicito de la ciudadana Juez del Despacho, se sirva 
devolverme en original la presente Inspection con sus resultas, una vez que baya side 
evacuada. 

Es justicia, que espero en esta ciudad de Caracas, en la fecha de su presentation. 
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REPUBLICA BOLIVAR I ANA DE VENEZUELA 
ADO DEC I MO OCTAVO DE MUNICIPIO DE LA CIRCUNSCR1PCIGN JUDICIAL 


DgliJAREA METROPOLITAN DE CARACAS, Caracas, cincD (05) de febrero 

fJl J,/-: 

cfe>*#os mil uno (2001).— 


1902 y 1415 


Par recibida y vista la anterior solicitud de Inspeccion Judicial 
y jurada coto ha side la urgencia del casopor la parte 
interesada, practiquese en la oportunidad one ha bien tenga el 
Tribunal, habil i tAndose el tiempo necesario a los -fines de 
proveer acerca d© la misma. £r* consecuencia, d£sele entrada 
a notes© en el libro respective y formese expediente. A tales 

fines se fijan las 3-/0 _del dia. s/oo/zg&L para el 

traslado y constitution del Tribunal en el lugar senalado en la 



4 

4 


.."to 


^JCP/bartolo 
EXP.. N9 01-845 
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i Yo V QRG£ ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, estadounidfejiseSISlv^e edad, 

|h|b|| en derecho, comiciliado en la ciudc.d de Valencia, Estado titular de 

# |1a-?pidula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Fresidente de 

4 i^faDGEST ONE FIRESTONE VENLZOLANA C.A., (antes den ominada C.A. 

^ iFirestone Venezolana), soctedad inscrit' por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo el 

jjuzgado Segundo de Primera Insiancta e.t lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion - 

i Judicial del Estado CaraSx>bo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro, ; 

1 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea ; 

8 U 

S General Exxraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero - 

jde la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo • 

iel Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para cite acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula i 

u L. . — - / - : 

'Duodecima en su parte W C” del Documeiio Constitutivo Estatutario, por el presente : 

12 L . - - - - • — 

jdocumenlo declare; Que confiero en nom ire de mi representada, Poder especial pero i 

lampiio y bastante cuanto en derecho se rtquiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL i 

l«L - -| 

; COLMENARES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 1 

is L. - -- I 

iedad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titulare t de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 ; 

•y 7.082.1 74, respectivamente, inscritos por ante el Institute de Prevision Social del j 

7 Ubogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 

iddmicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, . 
18 j ' 

v jaiciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 


^ %a| EZQI .AN A. C.A., ya tdentificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente i 

- , 

mandato, quedan Tacultados los prenomfcrados Apoderados para intentar, contcstar : 

22 demandas, darse por citados y notiticados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 

reconvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comptometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 

84 L . ... ‘ , . - ■ . 1 

iderecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 

jejecutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinaries o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, 

28 "inclusive elde Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudications. Los 

apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especial es para asuntos determ inados cuando : 

lo juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, sustituirlos en todo o en parte, 

reservandose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 

».l _ - . - 75 7 39 


1274 


M 

32 

as 

$4 

38 

10 


s Tribunales, funci onarios y Orga rdsmos competences de la Republica, , 
gnieipios, y de mas personas natura les o juridicas de caracter publico o } 
eSjlido que las fa cultades a qui enunciadas son a tftuio meramente^ ' 
gi'o taxativo. Se hacen dos ejemplares de un rnismo tenor y a un sok>^ 

* en la fecha de su autenticacion.- -r‘ ' 







^^26 iascrito ea el INPREABOGADO bajo el Mo 67252 . rue 

§k su AUTENTIC ACI ON Y DEVOLUTION, segiin planilla N° 

de. fecjia: ** i | 2000. Presented) su($) otorgante($) dxjo(eron) 

JORGE memo GONZALEZ ALVAREZ {AcXuando zn in auidctZK 


dz Vk Uldzntz dz "BRIOGESTONE URESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.") 



^'-y^Xeido y confrontado el original con su s Fotdcopias y finnada en estas y en el presente 
'• beriginal en presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (los) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) M SU 
* CONTENIDO ES CJERTOJ MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
AL PIE DEL IHSTRUMENTO LA NOTARIO en ta) virtud, lo declara AUTENTICADO 
en presencia de k>s tesrigas cscribientcs: MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 
Titulares de las Cddulas de Identidad Numeros V-4.872.554 Y V-4.684.5Q1, dejdndolo 
inserto bajo eL N° 4U . TOMO 79 ~ . de los libros de AUTENTICACEONES 

llevados por esta Nataria. LA NOTARIO QUE SUSCR18E HACE COMSTAR QUE TWO PARA SU 


±5 

■ Ututjj. 
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pEVC&lCTOH REG1STR0 Vi SRI VSESTONE FIRESTONE mEZOLANA, C.A., INS- 
$R A m EL REGJSTRO MERCANTIL £UE LL5V0 EL JUZGWC VE PRXMERA XNS— 
fWtf&Bl Up' CI!/ri y MERC ANTI L VE ESTA CXRCUNSCRIPCIQN JUDICIAL, EH F ECHA 
&£&?&- EL NS J, COHPI LAVAS SUS REFORMAS EN UN SOLO CUERPO SEGUN 
mm&Z' ACTA PE ASAMBLEA GENERAL SXTRA0RV1NAR1A V£ ACCWN1STAS, 1NSCR1TA 
EN El REGSITRQ MERCANUL PRIMEEC PE ESTA CJRCUNSCRJPCICN JUPZCIAl, EN F E- 
CHA 29-C1-97, SA JO EL N* 2, TOUO *~A, AUTPRTZAPtf PAM E5TE ACTS SEGUW SE 
EVWEHC1A EN LA CLAUSULA VUOVECm EN $U PARTE **C" PEL VCCUMENTO CONSTXTU- 


TIVO ESTATUTARIO. E IGUALMENTE VEJ A CONST AR QUE PARA ESTE ACTO AlfTOMlO 
A LA C1UPAVANA MARIA VICTORIA ROVRIGUEZ CON CEVULA PE IPEWT7PAP V-7.098. 
f 08, ESCRIBfE WTE I PE ESTA NOT ARIA PARA PRESENC1AR OICHO OTORGAHJEm CON- 
FORME EL ARTKUL0 29 VEL REGLMENTO VE NOTARXAS .PUBL1CA S EN LAS QFKXNAS 
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En horas de despacho del dia de hoy, seis (6) de febrero de dos mil uno 
(2001), comparece por ante este Tribunal el ciudadano LUIS FELIPE 
LOZANO, venezolano, mayor de edad y titular de la cedilla de iderttidad N° 
13.508.041, en su cardcter de prictico fotdgrafo designado en la presente 
Inspection, y expone: “Consigno en este acto, constante de (4) folios, las 
fotos a que se refiere el acta de fecha 5 de febrero de 2001. Es todo” 
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REPUBLIC'.* DE VENEZUELA 



'ODER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICC30N 


53/2C 


Pieza No. 

Cuademos de Rccaudos 
Cuademos de Medidas 


&mxmxwm> aracelis del valle urdaneta h. 




INSPECCION JUDICIAL. 


TRIBUNAL: 3ECUND0 DEL MUNICIPIO GUAICAIPURO. ESTADO MIRANDA 


FECHAENTRADA: Dia 07/ 

Mes 

FEBRERO 

Ano 

2001 

FECHA DE SAL1DA: Dia 

Mes 


Ano 


FECHA DEVOLUCION: Dia 

Mes 


Ano 


FECHA TERMINADO: Dia 08 

Mes 

FEBRERO 

Ann 

2001, 
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Yo, CRISTOBAL GARCIA MORENO, venezolano, mayor de edad, casado, medico 
anestesiologo, domiciliado en Maracay, Estado Aragua y titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V- 
6.513.498, por el presente document, declare: ifliiiHIflifillifltlliiilillfiiilfffilfUiflillilifllfilfliliHtfifUIH 
PRIMERQ : Copjuntamente con mi conyuge, MILDRED JOSEFINA RODRIGUEZ DE 
GARCIA, venezolana, mayor de edad, domicil iada en Maracay, Estado Aragua y titular de la 
Cedula de Identidad N° V-^.232.263, somos proptetarios de un vehiculo con las siguientes 
caracteristicas: Clase Camioneta, Tipo Sport-Wagon, Marca Ford, Modelo Explorer Elite, Ano 
1999, Colores Plata y Gris, Uso Particular, Serial de Motor X A21335, Placa DAZ-39B, en lo 
sucesivo denominado !1 VEHICULO\ ////////////////////M 
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otra anomalia en el funcionamiento del tablero del VEHICULO, al regresar al taller me dijeron 
que tomara cita para otro dia. En virtud de tales inconvenientes, deje el VEHICULO y la 
respuesta que me dieron fue que la computadora del taller indicaba que todo estaba bien, aunque 
persistia la anomalia. Previamente, seguido a la compra del vehiculo, yo le habia cambiado los 

cauchos por otros marca TxmxsMitmummnimmmmtmmmitmmfmmmmmmM 

En Maracay, Estado Aragua, en la fecha de su autenticaeion. 
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Ciudadano 

JUZGADO SEGUNDO DEI MUNICIPIO GUAICAIPURO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 
JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO MIRANDA. 

Su Despacho.- 

Yo, ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N., venezolana. mayor de edad, domicil iads 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedilla de IdentidadN® V-7.082,174, abogad? 

f 

en ejercieio, inscrita en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706. procediendo en este actc 
en mi caracter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de instmmento poder otorgado por ante la 
Notaria Publica Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cuai quedo anotadc 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones llevados por esa Notaria Publica. 
que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compama antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que llevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo. en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
LAsamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 

f 

Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo. en fecha 29 de enero de 
1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De 
conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Cddigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 
del Cddigo Civil, juro la tirgencia del caso, solicit© la habilitacibn del tiempo necesario de 
este honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia. se obvie, el requisito de la distribucion, con el 
fin de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direccion que oportunamente le 
sehalare, a fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulares 
siguientes: PRIMERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 
Tribunal, de un vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, y el tipo, color y placas, que 
presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si el vehicuio antes identificado, tiene 
cuatro (4) cauchos instalados en cada uno de sus tines. TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y 
serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo 
inspeccionado. CUARTO : De las condiciones generales de los cauchos instalados en cada 
uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. OUINTQ : Se 
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Yo. JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ. cstadounittesej^ayp 'de edad. 



habil .en derecho, domiciiiado cn la ciudi.d de Valencia. Estado Oa 


fy titular dc 


la cfedula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de 


BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENFZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 


Firestone Venezolana), sociedad inscritr por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo el 


.Tuzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil v Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 
Judicial del Estado Carahobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 

1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea , 


General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inrcrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 
de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 


el Nro. 2, Tomo 8- A, autorizado para este acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 
Duodecima en su parte “C” del Docume ito Constitutive Estatutario, por el presente 
documento declaro: Que confiero en nom ?re de mi representada, Poder especial pero 
amplio y bastante cuanto en derecho se requiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 
COLMENARES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 


edad, solteros, habiies en derecho, titularec de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 | 
y 7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos por ante el Instituto de Prevision Social del 1 


Abogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 
domicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 
aqdones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESt6i 4E FIRESTONE 
VENEZOI-.ANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 


matidato, quedan Tacultados los prenombrados Apoderados para intentar, contestar 
demandas, darse por citados y notiticados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 
reconvendones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 
derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 


ejecutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, 


inclusive el de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciones. Los 


apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiales para asuntos determinados cuando 


lo juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, sustituirlos en todo o en parte. 


reservandose o no .su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cuaiquier tiempo cuando a bien 
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^HEfc^BOLIVARJANA DE 
‘PfflUCA? SEXTA 

-i t 



K3AA 



VENEZUELA. 

DE, VALENCIA. DE^ 1 ; 

tax? ( XQq ■ $c^4vc — b' ^sisiiu. 


anterior documento, redactado por el Abogado: FEMCftj j^GiW ARf V£ : 
isttiZ? [nscrito en el INPREA30GADO bajo el Mo d7?5 Z. '""^' 'Vue 
presentdd^p^a su ATJTENTICACION Y DEVOLUCION, segun planilla N° 
5679St _de_fecjia: | ? 0 | 2000. Presente(s) su(s) otorgante(s) dijo(eron) 

J0R6E AWTOWIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ {Actuando en au caftfiete* 


llamarse: 

de ?KZi>ldtntl di "BHOGESTOWE FIRESTONE VEWEZOLAWA, C.A. M ).. 


^Mayor (es) de edad, domiciltado (s) en: VALENCIA. 


Naoionalidad (es): kSTAPOUNIPENSE. 



^itular (es) de la (s) C6dula (s) de Identidad Nuxnero (s) *607. 49K 


i^Lefdo y confrontado el original con sns Fotocopias y firmada en estas y en el presente 
|&riginal en presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (los) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 
{ LoNTENIDO ES CIERTD,jr MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
AL PIE DEL INSTRUMENTO LA NOTARIO en tal virtud, lo dedara AUTENTICADO 
-en presencia de los testigos escribientes: MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 
Titulares de las C6dulas de Identidad Numeros V-4.872.554 Y V-4 .684.501, dejdndolo 
inserto bajo el N” *’■ . TOMO . de los libtos de AUTENTICACIONES 

llevados por esla Notaria. LA NOTARIO QUE SUS CRIBE RACE COHSTAR QUE TUI/0 PARA SU 
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MJSTAjy pEVOVUCIOH REGTSTRO PE BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A..IN S- 
| jpTA. gfiR AWE EL REGISTRO MERCANTIL QUE LLEVO EL JUZGADO PE PRIMERA INS— 
& ID, CIVIL V MERCANTIL PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN FECKA 

Ngga^jj’- 56>. SAJO EL N* t, COMPI LADAS SUS REFORMAS EN UN SOLO CUERPO SEGUN 
CMWP#' ACTA DE ASAM8LEA GENERAL EXTRAORPINARIA PE ACCIONISTAS, INSCRITA 
EN EL REGSITRO MERCANTIL PRIMERO PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN FE— 
CHA Z9-PI-97, BAJO EL N s 2, TOMO 8-A, AUTORIZADO PARA ESTE AC TO SEGUN SE 
El/IDENCIA EN LA CLAUSULA PUOPECIMA EN SU PARTE "C" PEL DOCUMENTO CONSTITU- 
TIVE ESTATUTARIO. E IGUALMENTE PEJA CONSTAR SUE PARA ESTE ACTOUUTORIZO 
A LA CIUDAPANA MARIA VICTORIA RODRIGUEZ CON CEPULA PE IPENTIPAP 1/4,7 .'A? <? S . 
108, ESCRIBftNTE I PE ESTA NOT ART A PARA PRESENCIAR PICHO OTORGAMIEWO''CON- 
FORMEEL_ARTICULO 29 PEL REGLAMENTO PE NOT ARIAS .PUBL1CAS EN LASiOFICINAS 

CARRETERA l/IEJA VIA LOS GUAVOS EN VALENCIA, A L|S..Z. C0 ; PM. . 

/. 0 el poperpanteI’ 

JiSiSpBEICtf// 3 
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REPUBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA. JUZGADO 5EGUND0 DEL MUNICIPIO 
GUAICAIPURO DE LA C I RCUN3C RX PC I 0 N JUDICIAL DCLESTADO MIRANDA; 

SAN DIEGO DE LOS ALTOS, SIETE DE FEBRERD DEL AND DOS MIL UNO. 


1410 


Vista la solid tud que nntecede sg acuerda dg conformidad por 
onntj 3°/' contraria a derecho. En con sec us net a, se habilita el t tempo 
que sea necesario por haber sido jurada la urgencia del case. Se - 
fij' el d{a 08/02/2.001, a las nueve (9:00) de 1? manana para la - 
practice rie In Inspeccion Judicial Solicitada, 5 e designs comn — 
practice y fotdgr.nfo, a i os ciudadanos: DAVID GONCALVES, venszola- 
no, titular de la Cedula de Identidad NS. 11.089.574, mayor da edad, 
mecanico y JORGE CQLMENARE3, venezolano, mayor de edad, titular de 
la Cedula de Identidad NP . 386.596, fotografo, quienes estando pre^ 
®ntes acfiptaron los cargos para los cuales f us ro n designados y to- 
mararn los forma de Ley, Cumplidg como sea la ante — 

rior sol i c i t bdy/^fSs wue 1 vas^^ri g i na l con sus re suit as el tnteresado. 


LA JUE Z TEMPO^H. , rf'r'y; 

- 00 ^ 0 '^ 

V, r... 

JENNY T'M' , IJT'.Sp0NTf'; 


■tO 5TR0 . 


EL FOTOGRflFO 3ESIGNAD0. 
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13n el dia de hoy, ocho de febrero de dos mil uno, siendo la — 
oportunldad fijada para tener lugar la Inspeccidn Judicial so- 
licitada y acordada en el auto anterior, previa ia babilitacidn 
dH tiempo necesario por haber sido ^urada la urgencia del caso, 
se' ^rasladd y const! tuy<5 el Tribunal Segundo del Municipio Guai- 
cai^uro de la Circunscripcidn Judicial del Estado Miranda, en el 
i^^ar indicado por la solicitante, el cual es el siguiente: Esta- 
cionamiento Paracotos, ubicado en la Via que conduce al Club El 
Dorado, Paracotos, Carretera Vieja Palo Negro, Sector El Saman, 
jurisdiccion de este Municipio, Estado Miranda, presentes en es- 
te Acto, la solicitante, Dra. ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N., pro- 
cediendo con el cardcter de Apoderada de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE - 
VENEZOLANA, C.A., compania antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENE- 
ZOLANA; el Practico Mecanico designado, ciudadano DAVID GONCAL- 
VES y el Fotografo designado, ciudadano JORGE COLMENARES. Acto - 
continuo, una vez en el sitio, el Tribunal fue atendido por el 
ciudadano CARLOS HERNANDEZ, titular de la cedula de identidad N 2 
6.875*67$, . quien dijo ser el Encargado del Estacionamiento Para- 
cotos y fue la persona que le permitio el acceso al Tribunal al 
interior del mismo. Seguidamente el Juzgado pasa a realizar la 
Inspeccidn solicitada, previa consults con cl prdctico designado 
de todos y cada. uno de los particulares contenidos en la referi- 
da solicitud y deja constancia de dllo asf: AL PRIMERO : Con el 
asesoramiento del practico designado, el Tribunal deja constan- 
cia, que en sitio donde se encuentra const! tuf do, hay un vehfcu- 
lo con las siguientes caracterlasticas: Marca: Ford, Modelo: Ex- 
plorer XLT, 4X4, aflo 1999, Places: DAZ 39B, Color: Plata.- AL SE - 
GUNDO : EL Tribunal deja constancia que el vehlculo inspecciona 
tiene sus cuatro (04) cauchos instalados en cada uno de sus ri- 
nes * AL TERCERO: Con el asesoramiento del practico designado, se 
de^a constancia de las caracterlsticas de los cauchos que tiene 
instalado dicho vehiculo, las cuales son las siguientes: Cauchos 
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^arca Dunlop, Tipo GRANDTREK, LT 265/75R16, ATI. Made in Japan, 

SERIALES DE CADA UNO: Delantero Derecho, DOT V2LT V7 Y 259; 

Xmsero Derecho, DOT V2LT V7 Y 259; Derecho Izquierdo: DDT V2LT 
^7 Y 249 y Trasero Izquierdo: DOT V2LT V7 Y 259. AL CUARTO: Con 
asesoramiento del pr^ctico, sc deja constancia que las condi- 
plpnes generales de los cauchos instalados a dicho vehfculo se .v 
■v,L ojbservan en buen estado, asf como tambien su bands de rodamiento. 
x jfcQUINTO : Se deja constancia que al moment o de la practica de la 
presente Inspeccidn, fueron tomadas fotograffas instantaneas, a 
los cuatro (04) cauchos y sus rines. AL SEXTO : Se deja constan- 
cia que al moment© de la practica de esta Inspeccidn, le fueron 
tomadas varias fotograffas del vehfculo inspeccionado. AL SEPII - 
MO: Con el asesoramiento del practico designado, el Tribunal de- 
ja constancia que las condiciones generales en que se encuentra 
la carrocerfa del vehfculo inspeccionado, es totalmente deterio- 
rada, presents descuadre generalizado, rotos todos sus vidrios, 
undimiento del techo, asf como de los parales, capot y compuerta. 
Haciendo uso de la reserva, la solicitante pide al Tribunal que 
deje constancia de lo siguiente: A) Del kilometraje que se observe 
en el tablero donde se lee el mismo. El Tribunal, visto el pedi- 
mento que antecede, lo acuerda de conformidad y deja constancia 
de ello asf: A LA LETRA A : El Tribunal de;)a constancia con el - 
asesoramiento del practico designado, que en el Tablero del ve- 
hfculo inspeccionado, se observa el siguiente kil<5metra je: 28.413. 
Se de^a constancia que en este acto fueron tomadas Diez (10) fo- 
tograffas instantaneas, las cuales debidamente selladas, se agre- 
Af an a ia misraa para que formen parte de ella, con la Camara Mar- 
ked Polaroid, N2 636 Close-up, reproduccidn instantanea. Concluf- 
. 4a su misidn, el Tribunal acuerda el regreso a su sede, es todo. 

, T ermin<5 orme s firman.- 
LA JUE^SEMP0i&ly, 


DRA. .' JENNY APONTE^CASTRO , 
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SOLICITANTE, 



LA SECRETARIA, 

. r 



CARMEN CECILIA ABREU, 


En el dfa de hoy, ocho de febrero de dos mil uno, se devuelve la 
presente Inspecci6n, original con sus resultas, constants de doce 
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Ciudadano 

Juez Tercero de los Wunicipios Valencia, Llbertador, Los Gua- 
yos, Haguanagua y San Diego de la Circunscripcldn Judicial 
del Estado Carabobo. 

SuDespacho- 

Yo > ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N., venezolana, mayor de edad, doirsicitiada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de !a Cedula de Identidad N° V-7.082. 174, abogada 
en ejercicio, inscrita en el 1KPREABOGADO bajo ei N Q 30.706, procediendo en este acto 
en mi caracter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de instrument poder otorgado por ante la 
Notaria Publica Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre de! 2000, el cual quedo anotado 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de losLibros de Autentieaciones llevados por esa Notaria Publica, 
que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compafiia antes denomtnada C.A. FIRESTONE WNEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que ilevd el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo et N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial.de! Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 
1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongc; De 
conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 
del Codigo Civil, juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario dc 
este honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisite de la distribucion, con el 
fin de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direecion que oportunamente le 
senalare, a fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspeccidn Judicial, de los particulares 
siguientes: PRIMERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constitutdo el 
Tribunal, de un vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo; Explorer, y el tipo, color y placas, que 
presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, tiene 
cuatro (4) cauchos instafados en cada uno de sus lines. TERCERQ : De la marca, tipo y 
serial de 'cada uno de los cauchos instaiados en cada uno de los fines del vehiculo 
inspeccionado. CUARTO : De las condiciones generates de los cauchos instaiados en cada 
uno de los fines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su bands de rodamiento. QUINTO Se 
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tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del 
vehiculo inspeccionado SEXTO Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones 
en que se encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. SEPTIMO Se deje constancia de las 
condiciones generales en que se encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado De 
cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que. me reservo el derecho de senalar en su debida 
oponunidad. Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de 
Proeedimiento Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el aniculo 502 ejusdem, se 
ordene la reproduction fotografica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de 
cualquier otro que expresamente me reservo senalar en la oportunidad de la practica de 
dicha Inspection Judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practico fotografo y un practico 
mecanico Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que las referidas fotografias fueron realizadas 
en su presencia y que son reproducciones fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la 
presente Inspection Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias 
sean agregadas a esta Inspection Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la 
presente solicitud, me sea devuelta en original junto con sus resultas Es gracia que espero 
en la fecha de su presentation 




1307 




NOTARIA PUBLICA SEXTtfi^ 
DE VALENCIA-7 y \ 
ANItLA N* 'T) 0_ 


i Y q JQR GE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, estadounid^^^^^^^^^^dad, x 
a h A biI ^ n _ derecho > _ dom i c i 1 i ado en la ciudad de Valencia, Estado'G^ahd^V titular de 
3 ' a cedula de identidad N° 81.607.491, aetuando en mi caracter de Presidente de 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENLZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 

— - • _ . .. 4 

5 Firestone Venezolana), sociedad inscrit por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo el 
, iuzgado Segundo de Primera lnstancia e.i lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 
Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en techa veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 

8 compiladas sus reformas en un solo euerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea 
General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inrcrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 

9 - ^ - ... 9 

de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997 baio 
10 ’ J 10 
el Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para este acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 
11 ;■ , 11 
Duodecima en su parte “C” del Dccume ito Constitutivo Estatutario, por el presente 

jdocumento declare: Que confiero en nomire de mi representada, Poder especial pero 

jamplio y bastante cuanto en dereciio se requiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 

is GGLMENARES y ARACELIS URDA&ETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 

edad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titulare.i de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 
16 16 
y 7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos lot ante el Instituto de Prevision Social del 

!*■--- ~ ..." ... 17 

Abogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 

18 L , . ... . — ■ 18 

domiciho, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 

19 . 19 

acetones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 

20 L - ; 20 

VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 
21 - .21 

mandato, quedan facultados los prenombrados Apoderados para intentar, contestar 

22 r - •• •• . . 22 

demandas, darse por citados y notiticados; oponer ft contestar excepciones y 

22 t .... 23 

reconvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 

24 ,. 24 

'derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventi.vas y 

** *• . 25 

;ejecutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios. que concedan las Leves, 

26 _ 26 
inclusive el de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciones. Los 

27 1 ... 27 

apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiales para asuntos determinants cuando 

28 r, . . . 28 

Jo juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, sustituirlos en todo o en parte, 

29 ~ , , ... . 29 

reservandose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 


30 
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OLIVAiUANA DE 
SEXTA 

’OO 



VENEZUELA. 

DE v VALENCIA. 


un \ vrt 


. , ,io 

dew'Q-i-vo:;.'- 



DElA 

-4? det.aowsja . 


anterior documento, rcdactado por el Abogado: 

[nscrito en eL INPRE ABOGADO bajo el No 672 SI. ' Fue 

para su AUTENTICACION Y DEVOLUCION, segun planilla N° 
_ /ecjia: 24 j | 2000, Presente(s) su(s) otorgante(s) dijo(eron) 
llamarse: JORGE A UTONIO GONZALEZ AU/AREZ [Aojtua.ndo en aa ca.ria.cXai 

de VmuldznZt de "BRI VGESTONE FIRESTONE l^EWEZOLAWA, C.A.") 



Titular (es) de la (s) Cidula (s) de Identidad Numero (s) £-81* 607' 497 




vLeldo y confrontado el original con sus Fotocopias y firmada en estas y en el presente 


' : i-original en presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (los) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 
fei; . CONTENIDO ES CIERTO MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
^'AL PIE DEL INSTRUMENTO “ LA NOTARIO en tal virtud, lo declare AUTENTICADO 
^ -en presencia de los testigos escribientes: MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 
Titulares de las Cddulas de Identidad Numeros V-4.872.554 Y V-4.684.501, dejandolo 
inserto bajo el N° . TOMO 79. dc i os libros de AUTENTICACIONES 


llevados por esta Notaria. LA NOTARIO QUE SUSCR1BE HACE C0WS7AR QUE TUVO PARA SU 


vnoj. 
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'/^J . , -v\ 

r ~ ■ -L ' - !- 


Instk Y pEVeiMTON REGISTRO PE ERIVGESTOME FIRESTONE VENEZ0LAMA, C.A.,INS- 
& (DptgiK AWE EL REGZSTRO MERCAHTIL SUE LLEVO EL JUZGAPO VE PRIMER A ZNS-- 
CIVIL V MERCAHTIL VE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUPICIAL, EM FECMA 
EL I. COMPILAPAS S£IS REFORMAS EM UN SOU! CUERPO SEGUN 
CPSSfArtS ACTA PE ASAMBLEA GENERAL ECTRAORPZNARIA VE ACCIONISTAS, ItlSCRITA 
EN EL REGSITRO MERCANTIL PRIMERO PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN FE~ 
C«A 29-01-97, 3AJ0 EE N* 2, TOMO «-A, AUTORrZAPO PARA ESTE ACTO SEGUN SE 
EOISENCIA EM U CLAUSULA PUOPECIMA EM SU PARTE »C" PEL POCUMENTO CONSTITU- 
TING ESTATUFARIO. E IGUALUENFE PEJA COMSTAR SUE PARA ESTE ACTO AUT0RI20 
A LA CIUOAVANA MARIA PICTORIA ROPRIGUEZ CON CEPUEA SE ZPENTIPAP 0-7.091. 
70S, ESCRIBreNTE I PE ESTA HOT ARIA PjjiRA PRESENCIAR PICHO OTORGAMIENTO CON- 
FORME ELjLR TICULO 29 PEL REGLAMEHTO pE MOTARTAS TUBEICAS EM LAS OPICIMAS 
PE ^SSraS^sBf CARRETERA PIEJA PIA j.OS GUAP0S EN VALENCIA, A LAS 2.00 PM.. 




EL POPERPANTE. 




.VI' // 


'vmL/-'*— ^ 
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GADO TERC2R0 DE LOS KUNICIPICS VALENCIA, LI33RTADCR, LOS GUAYOS , 


NAGUANAGUA Y SAN DIEGO IE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCICN JUDICI 


DEL ESTADO - 


Valencia, 12 de Febrero del 2.001 
1902 y 1412 


Por recibida la anterior solicitud. Desele entrada y cuir.plase. En 
consecuencia, trasladese y const! tuyase el Tribunal al sitio que in 
dica el escrito de solicitud que antecede, a fir. de practicar la — 
INSPECCION JUDICIAL solicitada. Se omiteel requisite de distribution 
por haber sido jurada la urgencia del caso. Se habilita todo el — 
tiempo necesario. Devuelvas&^^^isl con sus resultas. Junto con 


el poder original present^^c^^ 


La Secrerari 


EffTarnisma fecha se le dio entrada bajo el N2 3807. 


^ecratatfia i 
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GADC TERCSRC DE LC5 HUWICIPIOS VALE MCI A, LIBERIA OCR , LOS GUAYCS, - 
?7-->SAGUAHAGUA Y SAN DIEGC D3 LA C I RCUN SCR I APC I CM JUDICIAL DEL E ST. ADC 
:: CARABOSC. 

Valencia, 13 d© Febrero del 2.001 
, 1902 y iha 


Cumplida como ha side la presents solicitud, se acuerda devolver 
’ la aristae a la parts interesada. . ... 



S, 3807. 


TALJXSE GARCIA BE MOREKO, Secretaria del Juzgado Tercero de Xos Ku 
nicipios Valencia, Libertadcr, Los Ouayo4^;1?i^^Aua y San Diego 
de la C ircunsc ripe i<5n Judicial del S s ta^.jCaraboW « ma ce constar - 
cue la folia tura testa da del folio cvtMpir o ($£}£& foli| once(ll) no 
vale a 

■ j 
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Ciudadano 

Juzgado de Municipio del Municipio Zamora de la Circunscripcion Judicial 
del Estado Miranda. 

Su Despacho. 

Yo, PATRICIA COROMOTO CARVAJAL, viuda de CARVALLO. 
mayor de edad, domiciliada en Guatire, Esiado Miranda, Venezolana titular de 
la Cedula de Identidad numero V - 3,666.797, debidamente asistida en este 
aeto por el ciudadano ELEAZAR GUEVARA SIFONTES, abogado en 
ejercicio, de Transito por esta ciudad de Guatire, Estado Miranda tnscrito en el 
Inpreabogado bajo el N° 8.562, ante su competente autoridad ocurro y 
expongo: De conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de 
Procedimieato Civil y 1.429 del Codigo Civil, juro la urgencia del caso, 
solicito la habilitacidn del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en 
consecuencia se obvie el requisite de la distribucion, con el fin de que el 
Tribunal se traslade y constituya en el estacionamiento La Gran Parada, El 
Rodeo, Sector El Rodeo, Carretera Nacionai Guatire - Araira del Estado 
Miranda, a fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspeccion Judicial, de los 
particulares siguientes: 

PRIMERO: De la presencia en el iugar donde se encuentra constituido el 
Tribunal, de un vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer Sport Nagon, Color: 
Verde, .Alio: 1.997, Clase: Camioneta, Placas: JAC72G, Senal Carroceria: 
AJU2VP15306, Senal Motor: V6 - CtL. 

SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene cuatro (4) cauchos 
instalados en cada uno de sus nnes. 

TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y senal de cada uno de los cauchos instalados 
en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

CTARTO: He lav condiciones generates de los cauchos instalados en cada 
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uno de ios rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. 

Ql INTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada ano de ios cauchos instalados en cada 
uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se 
encuentren el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEFTIMO: Se deje constancia por medio del experto mecanico, de las 
condiciones en que se encuentran en dicho vehiculo, las extensions o barras 
de aeople que se adhieren a las mesetas delanteras, tanto la ubieada en el lado 
derecho asi eomo en el lado izquierdo del vehiculo en cuestion. 

OCTAVA: Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se 
encuentra Sa carroceria del vehiculo. 

De cuaiquier otro hecho o chrcunstancia que me reservo ei derecho de seSalar 
en su debida oportimidad. 

SoHcito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de 
Procedimiento Civil, en concordance con lo previsto en el Articulo 502 
ejusdem, se ordene la reproduceion fotografica de los hechos anteriormente 
especificados y de cuaiquier otro que expresamente me reservo seftalar en la 
oportimidad de ia practica de dicha inspeccion judicial y que, a tal efecto, se 
designe un practice fofografo y un practice mecanico. Asimismo, solicito al 
Tribunal que deje constancia que las referidas fotografias rneron realizadas en 
su presencia, y que son reproducciones fieles y exactas de los hechos 
evidenciados en la presents inspection judicial, para to cuai solicito 
expresamente que dichas fotografias scan agregadas a esta Inspection Judicial. 
Pido. por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presents solicited, me sea devuelta 
en original junto con sus resultas. 

En Guatire. a ia fecha de su presentacion. 
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JUESADC DEL MUNICIPIC EArtCRA OE LA CIRCLN SCR IPCICN JUDICIAL 
-EL SSTADC MIRANDA.- GUATIRS ; VSINTS DE FE3RESC DE DCS MIL 

Wi'f 0 , ^ 


ISOs y i4io 

Visto el anterior escrito que antecede, se ad- 
fite,- An ccnsecuencia, habilitado cc-no se encuentra tcdo el 
tiempo que fuere necesario para estas actuaoicr.es, cor haberlo 
asi solicitado expresamente la parte interesada, auien juro - 
la urgencia del caso, se acuerda el traslado y conti tuc Ion del 
Tribunal, en el sitio que indicue el escrito por locual se prg 
cede, a ios fines de llevar a cabo la practica de la INSRECCICN 
JUDICIAL soltcitada, para lo cual se fija la • ( 1:00 p.m„), del 
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'TME 

eX djta d« boy, Hartee -vein-te (.20) d® Pabrero d® So* til — 


Uno, siend® la Una de la tarde (.1:00 p*») # conform® a lo accr- 
dado por- auto dictado en ssta misma fecba, se txaaladtf j coda® 

tituyd es te Tribunal, per inaicacidn de la parte solicitant® - 

*‘4 

ciudadana PATRICIA CORGMOTO CARYAJA1 viuda LB CARYA1I0, debi- 
da rente acompanada de su abogado asiatente, el profesional — - 
del derecha, 5LEAZAR GUEYARA SIPCHTES, inscrit© en el inprea- 
bogaao baja el Nr a. S-562, en. la siguiente direccidn: Estacio 
namiento La Gran Parada, El Rodeo, sector el rodeo, carretera 
Hacional Guatxre - Araira, en jurisdiccidn del Municipio Zamo 
ra del Estado Miranda, donde funciona el estacionaniento no- 
tivo de la presente Iaspeccidn»._Ujia 7ea constituido el Tribunal 
en el sitia antes raencicn^do, presentkel ciudadano KAKUEI* •». 

, ■ ‘-V . -- * 

RAEL AGOIAR, quien se 

Hro.I2.298.X79, a quien. ^L^Txibaffil le ietificij de su misidn 
y pro cedi 6 a peraitir la eni^raAa. •al^e^xacionamlento, en euestidn 

J . ,a 4 a * » ; ’ . 

3 egaidamente el Tribunal a 1 os ~ tines de dar cu®pli®ient© a lo 

•- . .a .'>=*«:. ZSU 

solicitado, pasa a dejar constancia de loa signieute® partlcu- 
laress PRUtERO: Se deja constancia de la pzeseacia en el eeta - 

. . '■* . - it 

ciona»iento La Gran Parada, que se encuentra e®tacionado un f« 
hjfaal®^ slguientea cardcteristicas: Barcas: Jord; mode- 
■ Kagan, colors Yerde; ano; yj 9 clases canio- 


JAC72S, serial carroceria: AJU2YP15306* serial 

... -* sj. -r-.w * !. 




lo: 

a eta,, ; 

actor: Y6 — GLk SBGUHLO: Se deja constancia de que ** «A redf 

^ ■ •mwJjiA a . .. * 

cul© en cuestiito. posee los dos caucbos trassro® ins tala do*; el 

..v *a -•> •• 

izquierd© delantero ®e sxcuentra totalaent® deatrozado j el de 

a, - **■ . ; * * 

reeb© delantexo no se encoatxaba instaiado® TBRCSROs Se deja — 
constancia de que las dos cauchos traseros son narca Good-year 
L3? 2 35/75 rl5g» el dereeh© delantexo de igual narca y el izquier 
d® delaatero solo se pudo ver Aa marca (Goodf-Teax) * loa den£s - 
dates qo as diatinguenS CUARTO: Se deja constancia de que la - 
banda de rodamiento se encuentra con la aaya de acero despren- 
didal Si este estado el Tribunal a loa fines de dar cunpliasien 

to en el particular ®UIBTO de la presente Inspenci<5b 9 designa 
al ciudadano ALBERTO ALPOKSO CARYAJAL UZCATEGCI S titular de la 
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c gdula de identidad Nro. ¥-4* 766*0 30, como fctografo en la pre« 
se nte inspeocirfn, con. el objeto de tomar las fotografias de cacb 
yjxo -6 los caucbos y los rines del vehfculo objeto de esta ias- 
peccidn, y quien expone: acepto el cargo para el cual .fui desig 
n ado 7 jure cumpllxlo bien y lielmente con todos los deberes - 
icberentes al rismo* Asimismo el fotogralo designado procedid 
a -cmar las fotografias de los caucbos, rines, carxocerias y - 
et total del vebfculo en cuestidn. En este estado el Tribunal 
le concede al ciudadano AiBERTO ALFONSO CARVAJAX, fctografo, pa 
ra que el plazo dentro de las cuarenta y ocno (48) boras siguien 
tes a este acto para que las consigne en el Tribunal, junto con 
sus respectivos negatives* Igualmente se deja constancia que el 
particular 3EXTC, fue cumplido por el fotografo* En este estado 
el •Tribunal con el fin de dar cuaplimiento a lo solicitado en - 
el particular 3EP1IMO, pro cede a designar al ciudadano JOSE IRd 
IAN RIVERO I3EURIZ, quien se iaentifica con la c£dula de identi 
dad Nro* 1*598*780, como experta en mecaniea, para aaescrar al 
Tribunal en las con&iciones en que se encuentra el veblculo, 1® 
extensiones o barras de aeople que se adbieren a las mesetas de 
lanteras, tan to la ubicada en el lad© derecho como al lado Iz — 
quierdo del vebfculo, y expuso: que acepto ®1 cargo para el 
cual be sido designado y juro cusplirlo bien y fielmente con - 
todos los deberes inherentes al mismo* Seguidamente el Tribunal 
2eja constancia de lo siguiente: le fait an £& moxdz? 

2a s de frenos, discos de freao; (punta de eje, barra de suspen- 
cida, gemelos de estabilizadcr, barra estabilizaaora, mezetaa, 
Aranas, barra de torci<?n o suspensions estas se encuentran to- 
^almente danadas)* Asimismo se deja constancia de que la parte 
Aa teral, la parte lateral aereeba e izquierada, parte del te- 
parte frontal, parte trasera se encuentra a completamente - 
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£n horas de Despacfto del dla de hoy, miercoles velntiuno de 
febrerc de dcs ^11 uno, comparece por ante este Tribunal el ciu- 
dadano ALB2RTC ALPCNBO CARVAJAL U2CATSGDI e idenfc i f icado con 
el numero de su cedula de ider.tidad NQV-4,766, 030 t en su carac- 
ter de Potografc designado en la Inspection Judic al realizada 
en fecha (20-02-2001) , el cual procede a ccnsignar fctografias 
ccnstante de vetntidos (22) folios util’es ccn su respectivos 



S.NQ 18-2001.- 


chal 
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JUZGADC DEL MUNICIPIO ZAMCRA DE LA CIRCUNSCRXPCION JUDICIAL 
DSL ESTADC MIRANDA GUATIRS; VEINULNO DE FEBRERC DE DCS MIL 
UNO.- 

190© y 1412 

Camplida cctio ha sido la Inspecci6n Judicial so 
sclicitada, se acuerda,-£n ccnsecuencia, devolver original con 
s'js resultas a la parte interesada, constant© de treinta (30), 



Seguida^ente se dio cumplimiento a lo acordadc 
a su auto anterior.- 
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CONSEJO DE LA JUDICATURA 

OFIC1NA DE LOS ARCHIVOS JUDICIALES 


X- NOTA : 

■'H 

f- . Esta contratapa debe ser utilizsda para cubrir los ultimos 

v folios que conforman un expediente. 

i'/’ Su finalidad es proteger tos Documento3, evitando el 

‘V- ' ■' deterioro. 



* 


Mode I o C-30 
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REPUB LI CA DE VENEZUELA 


PODER JUDICIAL No. 

JUBISDICCION CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 

ARCHIVO 



SOUCITANTE (3) I ilf«tMI i a .. lXA ,..I Dn . O C M ...I >mBl i >*i 



T M3PS?:i 

:cion nuoiciAi 



riMNI LIP' 




FECHA ENTRADA: Dia 


Ano 


-2^-C.O.L 


FECHA DEVOLUCION: Dia 


Mes 


Ano 



C - 22 



1354 




1 Ciudadano 

2 Juez del Municipio T orres de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Lara. 

3 Su despacho.- 

4 Yo, MARIELITA IDROGO OVIEDO, venezolana, mayor de edad, Abogado en 
s ejercicio, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 9.608.220, inscrita en el Institute de 

6 prevision Social del Abogado bajo el N° 45.435, y de este domicilio, ante usted 

7 respetuosamente ocurro para exponer y solicitar cuanto sigue: 

s Para fines legates que me interesan, solicito respetuosamente que traslade y 

9 constituya el Tribunal a su digno cargo, en la siguiente direction Carretera Lara- 

10 Zulia, Salida de Carora Estacionamiento Sanchez, C.A.; de conformidad con los 
n articulos 192, 936 y 938 del C6digo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del C6digo Civil, 

12 asimismo juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de 

13 este honorable Tribunal; a fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de 

14 los partieulares siguientes: 

is PRIMERO: De la presencia en ei lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 
is Tribunal, de un vehiculo Marca FORD, Modelo: EXPLORER, placas ABD-81C y el 
17 tipo, aho, color que presents el vehiculo inspeccionado. 
is SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro (04) cauchos 

19 instalados en cada uno de sus lines. 

20 TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados 

21 en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

22 CUARTO : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 

23 cada uno de rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

24 QUINTO : Se tomen fotografias en general del vehiculo inspeccionado, y 

25 asimismo se deje constancia de las condiciones en que se encuentra el mismo. 

26 SEXTO : Se deje constancia -de las condiciones generates en que se 

27 encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

28 SEPTIMO : De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia me reservo el derecho de 

29 senalar en su debida oportunidad. 

30 Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del C 6 digo de 
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31 Procedimiento Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se 

32 ordene la reproduction fotografica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de 

33 cualquier otro que expresamente me reservo senalar en la oportunidad de la 

34 practica de dicha inspection judicial y que a tal efecto, se designe un practico 
3s fotografo y un practico mecanico. 

36 Asi mismo, solicito al tribunal que las referidas fotograflas que fueron 

37 realizadas en su presencia y que son reproducciones fieles y exactas de los hechos 

38 evidenciados en la presente inspeccion judicial, sean agregadas a esta inspeccion 

39 judicial, 

40 Pido por ultimo, que una vezevacuada la presente solicitud, me sea devuelta 

41 original con sus resultas. 

42 Es justicia, que solicito en la fecha de su presentation. 



rfhcalTt' f 




9" 
(~j " Mi - v ar 


Wwmudc p eK0!la , iu li 
^ 




J... 


S^V 3 "**** de F „ , 

' r > }? 8113 anexos ea ^°*-'O v s) itoi'e. 

/ 1,0110 0 wtil(V 

K o.'-J?/'' * Fora; -- ■ • 




Secretar;?. 



1356 


A 6/ 

Juzgado del. Municipio Torre* i*' la CIr cur scrip cion Judi cisl 
del Estado Lara 
Carora, OB de Marzo de 2001 
A.nos: 1909 y 1419 

Por recibida desele entrada y hagase cono se pide* Sri consf-cuefe 
cia, se fi.ja el Segundo dia de despacho siguiente, a la presents 
fecha, a las diez de la rnanana, para llevar a efecto la inspec- 
cion solicited*’ y une. ve?. efectuada devuelv->se originales con 
sus r e s\i 1 1 a s , - 

•El Juez Provisorio 

Abog. Francisco Reman Zambrano Gomez 

La Seer atari a. 

i ?.( V't ■ij / 

Gladys Torres M. 



C’ikiii I2i 
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C V 

gn ei dla at 0espaeno tie uoy, qogs «e yarzo -el -no q. yil •jjno, sien 
do las- i)iez ue ia manana, ula ,, *icr<s iijtiQc ; ara iluvar a *,-iectc la 
jnspeccidii juuiciax acoraacla, as ti-.nsxado el tribunal en ooiapa.ils .de 
la rtbo^aao j/jarielits jarogo r.yi^do, constitjy£nuose e u la ^arretera - 
Lara-guixa gstacionapiiento s^uchez <3,4. re sen u. ax: cruu^uano quien se 
identified como 4 BEL .VVT-*tin 3Ai:.: 0 -\TS"> titular -16 j.a q'uuxa ae 

juantiaad yu ; 12. 030.783* a quien el Tribunal le lupine de la mi 3 id n, 
el mismo manifests ser el encargado ael -^stacionamiento. -e ^ui lament e 
s e proceue a .now or a r a “os 1 1 d s b r.o s Uric jo sc tu ■< .■ e 3 1 s 1 ru cay yd 

gar jesds nhirinos pojas, veueiulauoe, ua^or^.' ^ ---.ad, K or t^doros ue 
las q £ ciulas ue ruentidad jjros ; lU.7b3.b3b y 3.036.339* como jroto^rafo 
y j.{ecanico respectivamente , qu^enes -stance ore sente juran cumpllr 
fiel y cabalniente con los cargos in*j-.i rentes al mismo. 30 jUiia uiaente el 

Tribunal pass a uejar constancia de io si & ui elite; al particular prime 
ro « El pr i ouna 1 pas a a uejar -^on-t ^ncia ue pe t* i\- c-tivamente «n 

lugar donde se eneuenm a const! tuixo se enc«, -ntra un yeuiculo KARCA “ 
FORD# l-todelo EXPLORER# placas aBD _ 8 10» T^P 0 S^dan 4 pu-rtas pjlite, <30 
lor Rojo con frsnjas Gris. al PARTICULAR F.EGTJKDOs S e ue J 9 constancia- 
que el venlculo antes iuentificado tiene 4 nauchos inetalados con sus 
respectivos pines, es de i_acer no tar uuo de sua cauclios esta esta 
llado y los ctros 3 en muy buenas conuicioiiTa .e vida titil. al P'R^I" 
CTJLAR ^3R0I2R0: tribunal paso a aejar conotancia s traves del pei*'i- 

to i' L ecanico designSdi ue que ia marc a, tipo y serial de cads uno ue - 
los caucnos ex. los riues instalados es la si^uiente; j-jarca Goad-Y ear * 
pi'po wrangler rt/s, serial ect MKCU “ ROHR *2500 Radial j tir.ne una caps 
de rodamiento buena, ij ARPIOULAR 7JARTC ITI'Tu* ;1 nr i burial pass 
a uejar eonutancia de que ex potografo pro ce did a to mar las re spec ti- 
vas iOto^raflas ae caas uno ue los caucnos instalado en al venlculo - 
iuspeccionado y en las eu ales se- evidencia las conuicioues eu ^ue se 
encuentra el mismo, con una camara rarcs PERT AX nudelo ; \ssiii, ge rial- 
33 1241 2 sp500, las cuales serS.n j b r.- b aclas s 1 rw^-e colon judicial en 
24 jioras. al PARTICULAR '-'FXTO : Ed T>i-ibuut-. eja ou^stancia ue que las 
conai clones G enei * a l® s e;i r i ue encuentra el venlculu iuspeccionado - 
es de jL 3 carroceria se encuentra iiundida en su parte jrrontal ,y 7-uerta 
t j. 1 a s er a , a s i como t f? ,iD i s n 1 n 1 »u r - " e L ■ n r. - r . - a • c f ■ ■ ■? ’ -.0: -me tor - 

y _u era afar:-. 00 zrr.nr re i::. -ierdo. sas o- '■ enter o „ ex vidrio- 

posterior uel laao !/■ uierao -Ll lunauctor s- . . mentrf .-bra do. a-^ 

? ARTI OUL AR 'TSr ;o : : L 3 joogaao ^vricitunte - i .■ ^ si ■ r r ibunel - u ^ de j e 
constancia que a craves del peri to :.;ecanico xa puslbxe causa del si - 
niestro ocurrida a xa c ami one t a* Ti^^peccionads. -^n sste v.stado el peri 
to KseSnico, expoue ; p;l siniestro os producto de un g£ po ~j volcamiento 
aaemas que ^-resents un impact o i’routal en perte ix.uierda, -je^uida- 
mente la 3uiitante piu- ax ^pibuiiai - u udjc ooii. : uuiicia a graves ael— 
perito p'ecanico del p-ilome tra je rscorriuo po c^j-uiicta j uex serial 
de Is carroceria. perito mecanico expone : *1 ;;iicut tra je recorrido 
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En <?1 dl* dr cl*' hoy , T r®'" r ’ - -- rzn del :na Co? Mil 11 no 

comparer per ?n+. c 4st. ® r* »?rEcbo r l r-i’^dme: ALT Rif’ A 0 1- T_ ' GOMiT-Z *~ 
5IGIRUCA. y expon®: “Consiqnn en '‘-she seto en ?eis (') folios ui^ 5. — 
les, Doe? (12) rotograrias que le furron toms da? a 1= Cam .ionite - 
Explorer Plocas AHP SIC, ?n “I EstacLonamient o 5 4n';hez„ y, 's l.odc.- 
Termin6, se ley 6 y conf ormes firman.- 



Le 3 r.oT?t aria 


□ UZGAD Ti 0 F L MU w I n. P T f ' 1 r n r r P” C : m ft ' Cl P r U ML CHI FT. I (im lUOICTAL [ i El 

iT5Tftrm LARA 

Car or a; 1^ d® Parzo r!e 2, GDI 


Anns? 39QOy )A?. n - 


Vista 3o consign c 5 on e A ®ct 5 s® nrden'- a 3 nr sijl-cs.- 


F ) A ijf=7 Pfn v ’ o ri o 



. A- : b n g . f r "i n n *> s 6 o R o m \* r i 


- -in— - 

L arnbr^no 


G fimez 


I ■■■ S f ere tar i a 

Gladyr T :rr-'"f Mendoza 


Fn esfca mismn f»rhn se cumple To ordenadn.- 



La’ S'ecreta.r ia 



Gladys T orr e 's Mendoza 
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RJEPUBLICA DE VENEZUELA 



JURISDICCION CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 

ARCH I VO 


SOLICITANTE (S) ■ 




IMOTtVO: 


i h:» pel r. 1 on :uio it j. '-.l 


riUNICIPIO TORRES 
JUZGADO: — 


FECHA ENTRADA: Dfa 


Mes * 


JUHL 


FECHA DEVOLUCtON: DJa Mes Ano 


C»22 
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1 Ciudadano 

2 Juez del Municipio Torres de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Lara. 

3 Su despacho.- 

4 Yo, MARIELITA IDROGO OVIEDO, venezolana, mayor de edad, Abogado en 

5 ejercicio, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 9.608.220, inscrita en el Instituto de 

6 prevision Social del Abogado bajo el N° 45.435, y de este domicilio, ante usted 

7 respetuosamente ocurro para exponer y solicitar cuanto sigue: 

8 Para fines legales que me interesan, solicito respetuosamente que traslade y 
s constituya el Tribunal a su digno cargo, en la siguiente direction Carretera Lara- 
io Zulia, Saiida de Carora Estacionamiento Sanchez, C.A.; de conformidad con los 
n articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo Civil, 

12 asimismo jura la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de 

13 este honorable Tribunal; a fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de 
M los particulares siguientes: 

is PRIMERO: De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 
i 6 Tribunal, de un vehlculo Marca FORD. Modelo: EXPLORER, placas BAC-08T y el 
n tipo, ano, color que presenta el vehlculo inspeccionado. 
is SEGUNDO : Si el vehlculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro (04) cauchos 

19 instalados en cada uno de sus lines. 

20 TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados 

21 en cada uno de los rines del vehlculo inspeccionado. 

22 CUARTO . Se tomen fotograflas de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 

23 cada uno de rines del vehlculo inspeccionado. 

24 QUINTO : Se tomen fotograflas en general del vehlculo inspeccionado, y 

25 asimismo se deje constancia de las condiciones en que se encuentra el mismo. 

26 SEXTO : Se deje constancia. de las condiciones generales en que se 

27 encuentra la carrocerla del vehlculo inspeccionado. 

28 SEPTIMO : De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia me reservo el derecho de 

29 sefialar en su debida oportunidad. 

30 Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de 
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31 Procedimiento Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articuio 502 ejusdem, se 

32 ordene la reproduction fotografica de los hechos expresamente especiflcados y de 

33 cuaiquier otro que expresamente me reservo senaiar en la oportunidad de la 

34 practica de dicha inspeccion judicial y que a tal efecto, se designe un practico 

35 fotografo y un practico mecanico. 

36 Asi mismo, soiicito al tribunal que las referidas fotografias que fueron 

37 realizadas en su presencia y que son reproducciones fieles y exactas de los hechos 

38 evidentiados en la presente inspeccion judicial, sean agregadas a esta inspeccion 

39 judicial. 

40 Pido por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea devuelta 

41 original con sus resultas. 

42 Es justicia, que soiicito en la fecha de su presentation. 


U'c 


& A/ 1 -' V- 1 - VJl 


•n-o.Udo jemtMjmwu, p« „ 

CJ,.... de: p r / 

Consiante de C V « . , 

oho ( .« ) u 111 ( es ( 

7 sus anexos ee ^ t?_t , , . 

^ *olio 9 ) nlil(e*'; 

Horai 

^ : r " 

if f y ** SeCTTfanr 

' 1 „ ■ ■•> 
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Juzgado del Municipio Torres is la Circuns crip cion Judicial 
del Estado Lara 
Carora, 08 de Marzo da 2001 
Anos: 190Q y 141? 


Por recibida desele entrada y hagase como s? pide. En consp- 
cuencia, se £i,je. el Segundo dia de despachc siguiente, a las diez 
y treinta minutos de la monana . 1 para llevar a efecto la inspec- 
cion judicial solicitada. y una. vez efectuada devuelvg.se origina- 
les con sus resultas.- 


E1 J.up?: 'Provisorio 




Abp^.' Francisco; Roman Zambrano Gomez 



Seer atari a 



G1 • i dy n T o rres’ M„» 
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B n el aia as' Despac no ...* uoy, -Ovg -e ' ' fcl ’ r, ° '- = - L 
r>iez j oreinte -i; J tot ue l* manyra, -is 
ei’ectb is -nspeccion judicial ncora-icig, sc t-‘ .s.< 
comp ;; ;1 c ue 1 ? •. uo^ h do »' ori s li t s r'vc r r vie do , 
.-.e i ..enuiia d "O ; j , o OB . d 20 , t • ? • ~ • • V° : 45*43?# 
si :?stacicr*amiento -aiiohea. unicoao ip- .. a 


ciudad ae garorn. 


anc- luciiviii’ics ao .a jo 


llaraarse ABEL \G'""'TI; ! G a IT CPT??- Ci : AT. .3* i- ‘- 10 c=LlL ' Aa 

dad vto ; 1 2.oyQ. 7c3 j a -alien el Tribunal It no ui dies ue su mis id n, el 
notifies do inanities ta ser ex e near- a do ael gstucionamiento -a none a o 
A* seejuiubmenue se ^r^esae nombrar « xos ciuw.iti'inos ALIRIO CAGE GC!” 

„ ... .••! vt-tt- v-T-tT ver-v^xanoc, .aa^res d& e- 

nEz, 3131 RUGA -d v ■j.-l.j'Jo -x..-- 0 j av ••>» “ 

aad, p or t adores las o'L- i-b* i uc n t : ad • rue • 10. j o3*t>5& V j*^3d*3 

3y, como poto^rafo y jqecanico respectivamente, 5 uibn=& ostanclo presen 
ce juran cumplir riel / ca ua Intent e con lot’ cargos inue rentes ax itiismo 
36 &ui dame noe el Tribunal pass a ^cjai'' constaucia de ; A 4 PARTI GULAR FRI 
'■I2R0> tribunal pass o ^ejsr cua, oancio ue ^ue c-;ivomente era el 
lu&ar donde se eriouentra constituicio ss -..^cuentr;- un </ . < iculo ARC A “ 
PORD# jviodelo EXPLORER* placas BAC-^St, j-puelo glite, I^P° S eda d ci0 4 
puertas, A^° : 1^33* C°4° r vi no "T^ n ^°> con i’ riin jas G^-s* aL PARTICULAR 
oSGtrHDO* 3 e de j a coustancia que el ve.-iculo antes Xvienciiicauo tiena - 
3 Qauchos instalados en sus respectivos rines. \t_ ' RTICULA-R ' :R0EFt0 J 

jjl Tribunal p.osa a uejar coiotauc.. ■■ s crav- nei pe:. iui TTecaiiioo o.usi^ 
nado de ^us xa marcs, «ipo y s .>■ la I ae esua uu. •>- - due caucxion ins ta- 
la dos en los riiits ael venlculo xnsps ccionado es t^P 0 ORAKTRPJ; Radial 
• ioaalo x)! 11 ' 1 ! 0 ?* .serial p)0T D3Y"7 gAG-°' j 49* ps de uacer notar ^ue ios cau - 
ciios present an xas miswas cara i-erisiiicas y uieue un» cap a ue rods mien 

to bu ana , a 1 PARTICULAR' aTARTO " jCIPTO^ li ’”' 1 P ysa ao ^ ar con f. 

tancia de que gl pot^rSfo y.vur;'!' a c^mar -uou^x-aix as ue cada uno ue 
los caucnos instalados en el vc .iculo inapeccionado j tn las coaxes ss 


due cauci’iOft insta— 


evidencia las condi ciones en que se eucuentran ex mismo, con uiifc came- 
ra foTio^reiica marca PEI TAX Hodelo Asshi, 3 erial 3312412 3p5°0# d^ s 
cuai.es serGn asru^adas a la Tuspeccidn juuicial ei:< ±i\ .'joras, PARTI” 
TJLAR SEXTO I pribunal ueja tancia ue que xas condi ciones (jenera 

les en que se encuentr^ la carro-..«ria --.ei v ..^l ...o xj t .-.pe ;cionaao es de 
jjeterioro por "oodos sus dados, el tecno liunuiuo, vouos dos viuiiot que 
ora dos a exepcifin del aelantero y medio iz .uxerdo aei xauo uel conuuc- 
Dor y parte trasera uUiidida. ,\L PARTT T ; LAR "•“FTIMO : L a A°°t->'' a0 sodici- 
tanfce piue ad Tribunal v.e -~ 0 - •: . l . ^ uanci a -n - ^i sves uel pento iqe- 

cSnico da posible rjausa del sinicstro ocuiri c ■.■ camiuneta inspec - 
cionada. gn esoe escado el perito T/ecanico, a^pone . gl siniestro es - 
proaucto o.e Uii. voiesmiento y un posible ,-iro de xa camioneta j uesliza 
riiiento. Xt3 ua 4iaente la goxicitante soxicita al Tribunal se ueje oonstan 
cia del T-rilonistray t recorriao por caum-one ca j ex serial de carroce- 
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F-n Pi dia d* 0 s - spar ho de hoy, T i-®ce o ' del a no '“o® Uno 

cofnpar es f: e ’ per ant* -1 ^ato Despscbc ?1 ci'josd -^no A Hr 3 j Jcs a ^omez- 
w'l?iruc^ y p-'/p one : "Cnnsigno r-r ?=t<® a etc en Dei? ( !■} felloe u hi 
l»s Do cp ( 1 ?; f otonraf ias pf cci uads ? a la C ani.oop.ts ^xolcror Plji 
cas BAC-OGT, para pt ip epan agree a das a loo r. c+oir. ? hodo. TerrnJ 
n6, re l*>y6 y conform?-* f ir '-'“p , - 


I. a Secr.etBj;!? 

■ 1 V ’ 

HUZ GAD Li DEL rUINT.CTPTn TPHfJl'Tj OF LA C I PC U M" C P I PC T D f.i DDDIC1 AL DEL 

7’G T A O n i.ARA 

Car nr a? LA do Farm r i e ?»OfJl 

nos: 1 9 n 11 y l/» > 1 ! 



Vista Is con? inrMcifin ef *nt un dr ■ , t- orrtpna arjr c g p r lo r ‘ 
FI Punz Pro v j. Fori r 



A bog: Franriecn Roman Zambrano 


I.-h 'leer elsr 3 w 

vV^L- 

Gladys 1 'lenr-Mzs 


:*h 

I 


F-n la nio*r < f«c"* ae cjmpi® ?r o'-deo'?do, - 


; •• ! , L S' 3 ecr 1,1 aria 
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CONSEJO DE LA JUDICATURA 

OFJCINA DE LOS ARCHIVOS JUDJCIALES 


KOTA: 

Esta contratapa debe ser utilizada para cubrir los dltlmos 
folios que conforman un expedients. 

Su flnalidad es proteger los Documentos, evitando el 

deterioro. 


Modeio C-30 
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REPUBLICA BOLIVARIAN A 

DE VENEZUELA 



POQEft JUDICIAL 

JURISDICCION CIVIL 
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Ciudadano 

Juez del Municipio Bruzual de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Yaracuy. 

Su despacho.- 

Yo, MARIELITA IDROGO OVIEDO, venezolana, mayor de edad, Abogado en 
ejercicio, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 9,608.220, inscrita en el Institute de 
prevision Social del Abogado bajo el N° 45.435, y de este domicilio, ante usted 
respetuosamente ocurro para exponer y solicitar cuanto sigue; 

Para fines legates que me interesan, solicito respetuosamente que traslade y 
constituya el Tribunal a su digno cargo, en la direction que oportunamente senalare, 
de conformidad con los artlculos 192, 936 y 938 del Cddigo de Procedimiento Civil 
y 1429 del Cddigo Civil, asimismo juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacion 
del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en consecuencia se obvie, el 
requisito de la distribution; a fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, 
de los particulares siguientes: 

PR1MERO De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 
Tribunal, de un vehlculo Marca FORD, Modelo: EXPLORER, ano 2000, piacas 
KAP-72F y el color y tipo que presenta ei vehlculo inspectionado. 

SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro (04) cauchos 
instalados en cada uno de sus rines. 

TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados 
en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspectionado, 

QUARTO : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 
cada uno de rines del vehiculo inspectionado. 

QUINTO : Se tomen fotografias de la carrooeria, y asimismo se deje 
constancia de las condieiones en que se encuentra el vehiculo inspectionado. 

SEXTO : Se deje constancia - de las condieiones generates en que se 
encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEPTIMO : De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia me reservo el derecho de 
sefialar en su debida oportunidad. 

Solicito de conformidad con los artlculos 472 y 475 del Cddigo de Procedi- 
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miento Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene 
la reproduction fotografica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de 
cualquier otro que expresamente me reservo senalar en ia oportunidad de la 
practica de dicha inspeccion judicial y que a tai efecto, se designe un practice 
fotografo y un practice mecanico. 

Asi mismo, solicito al tribunal que las referidas fotograflas que fueron 
realizadas en su presencia y que son reproducciones fieles y exactas de los hechos 
evidenciados en la presente inspeccion judicial, sean agregadas a esta inspeccion 
judicial. 

Pido por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea devuelta 
original con sus resultas. 

Es justicia, que solicito en Ia fecha de su presentation. 
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y~o 1 ' o "3 

JUZGADO DEL MUNICIPIO BHUZUAL DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL DEL 
ESTADO YARACUY. 


Chivacoa 
Anos : 


09 de Marzo del 2.001 
1902 y 142 Q 


Vista la Solic.itud presentada por la ciudadana MARIELITA 
IDROGO OVIEDO, abogada en ejercicio, ins or it a en el IPSA bajo 
el NQ 45.435, se acuerda de conformidad. En conseouencia se - 
fijan las diez de la mafiana del dia de hoy para trasladarse y 
constituirse el Tribunal en el sitio indicado en dicha Solic.i 




1384 


(V 


'a 

U' o' w J_,<ij Ji £ %o 


4,-U-t ^ V 


ijicjAj 


1^7' 7' i.c-kie-Cf' c : ->i 


.7 fe £uiM,0 -Ott' 


u 'Tfli lc>L-y^J 

li- Clulij 

/Lca $&** f ' c Uj/Le /r , 

CLooclC^ HOjju W 

incut, C c- L 

j[jj 't. -./ 2/,'- - pCXoU' /7 

iPUJV'GJon'f t-fo/’UHjUU fit 


d&ti ALcrvf 

e 

•• -ei^ £ '-0 

O^u-7 " 


l 

Juupa cl<u 



IV 

6 , / / 
U- 4^-t- 

,77 - 

/ 

'' /*' 

., V <U.l/7c, l 

47',.' 
c\ ~ 


-■“'7- ■ 

7 V 

\ 7 m 

. .--J' AjuA 6'i7‘ V ■ 


,n 

, r - 

' 7 
-/ 

</ 

y-V^- 


' ' .;. ,,'-■ ;' to d 
1 


/, :u 

V' 4 ,-uo 7 / 

«7--> 

> /. v , 

7 7 7 73 c 7 

, V .. 

* ' ' f 


77 ^ 


rr 

V 7 / 7, 

<*> U-'r-t 

ip-.7 

.CUC jo-Goo '■ 

urL'v'i# 


l/. ? ,,,,7 tijr. 

/■>,], -i,j — 


1 ,UJ u-’'<c- c 

: ,p> Lu 7. 

.'7., 

A--: -nulo-nc 

U^mcJ 

/;V^ 

/ 

J leu on J-7P- 

72 S 

c^O 

f 2 : /y' /. J _ 

V/^2 



C-rtLvJ .y.iZo A-'-"’ 7 C < 



1385 


' '~(j v_ ,~\ C-O 


■ *" 1 , c -> , u v 0 (O 

■jLr> ikl-^aUi^ 
LLi^zc j -Or? -'L 


1-1 -I >"U »--■«'• 


VcC> /«.' 




’ 4/, . £ r /"i U- -K^-- C-<&r ’■ (, <c\ (■■ ^ ' 


/ Cm ■ i ^ /° U-’tOtA 


C' ^ yOit 1- t'"'- i_i 




£-/ //lc b Ly^C J/ cLy^O- ^ j-yX.L ^'MJb 'M 1 ^-i ,; 


n 


A 


’y'c'K £■ 


yjtUa -,\JLc 


IJm£ 'L&n £&U e-Lc-.O cU<-c- 

v ( j,r. , [c, C < i ,. 

/ /r 


' 'V-& €?C4 fe&'t L-O/'L:. ■ i ^ixJ !~S fZ t /$ 


hoi 


T xc ~ ■ ""a ■ ''xv 

■fecr P&tuzQAysiq , ,4„ 

fibed OJ te-^.cL fi/-/.-- j<7/ O 

P6 [-+L 2/q&HS*t'i . //' Ud,ui/ A ,‘ £m& , J 

/ r JL- y ^ y /O ^ , 

^£y-6 cfa,u *v> AC' j'A£‘U+*-i-<A- i b'e/^u'^ ^ 

(' 


~JjQ 4 n-CL 0 £ 


Cu 


CibLai U-lc .,1 L, i. 

V O'ioc? , !£■■'--?■ 


\ 

, V’n'L'L O t -'"-C (' > 7 ? A"£c 

. ..CM , 


c L 




cbLv : (j L ± 
■/,. 


;'-c"3 


5 ■■£.. C'L-i r )M 

&£ M tu- W . J ' ' ! - 'Cf'vCC J* (gfcvp- 


,/. 


C(_£ f 6t 1 L. C. ■/ 6-i'L I'i -i-i, 


jh C Cl- ■’ 


r-C,' 


t/ '’’Af blyTcJ- cu }*- £*■ 

- -1 

■' ■■^ '1'u ! C tv C v-^J-C > ’■'• 

c.r 1 i->i'7i. L .i ,.... j 'j-'U.-b-Cs 


.(1C ;’/L /c' 

J.fhcj^C- y 

/) 

/■’ / A 


HQ<o f fys_ , 


/ ri-Mtf.v. 


J?rrOU- 


,XC Oh'U 


CM.<Cc:J- 7 <TV 


' to' £^C 


p-dX-C L 


/■-! "■-<C<^:n t pu 



1386 


f~P§ p'>4.<J-Y'J- L d_ 

^ -7 7 1-<. ,/ /l-T^o" Cdl ~C 3c . '-- 

-- ^ 

6 '-0/ L6"4- T ! < 

PP-- 

&* l 

".■a-iLL-ectu. Uii- . £-lMC' 6 ' J ' 7 ' V< 


4. ///■-'i'-' 

A-C^C-^ 

sU i 

P-^ cc ^ -y i t-A 7 1 


A‘-7 ^-’ 

/ / 

dX'-C-tCJ 

^ H c?- 

*? A’ ■fi-'J <Hn-our? t />v 

/^- 

cv.ccr 


Oi l [ 

■i d 

HC'L? /yv&h4 ; ? A-' 

/o ' U ^ 

' Si ' ..--i. 




/M‘jcU .CjluJ-*' 1 


*'-! ui ;.C c/j & ^jaico. 0/H<-' 

/ 

/' / 


0 fatf* (c 


ic 




ifr'CL-X-Q.- /.is, 4 ^ / " ;? - 


V.&'t'lVC ****&<. 


,--/J A* 


■■■cElLcl 


I t JdCi' &■- 

/Hsjh^c* HO /uspMS-j .^PsPj faZZcv , ^ j^. ? " 

f\(Z<^O^ y ^ tx!c /do *£c'Ils 3 6 > 'tdic — 

—. ■ > A? f ■ *r ^ ■ / ■ / a 

M &&-rr-Cj CM&Jj n U{Cj:<trs£s M&a£''UJ fi£ ill c '- u u " 

' (yUl cic-~ i s-P 0'i i A C'dU^'-d^ 


\ n / • * 

JPr^ L ' £ b- - 

jjtctky cJ' r (/^:(?i^'\cJ 4? die 


i <- 6 - H 


.0 u V 'Cxts 


l<-/JhH.' f*> 


'V A LA*'! li'-f^L-' jf 

JcLD> Tv*' >-4--? potoyjtp' Cpsi Q<*£ H LU l ' : " vi t " tt 

■ * ' / - / - / Cp 

MA ^U.Kuok\. . '.i_ i v eit-C-cc c<-t.U- J A.LJ fcc.acc.j-> • CV 


i; " ^ '•■' 

A 6 C/ . -O' ^C ‘4 

u_ led C-~c of- 

■ -H- ?/; ' M 

‘i A ' 

j-X^O :: *- C -T'lU- 

i 

/- ^'"7 du 

/^Z-U 

Xo-S) ^ i OL/idjUj ■- 3 

ijy-)'! -'-'■J' d 

•it Li 

f : • ‘ / 

. ^ /\ 4 - 0 £ <- C-,.l ^> c V?J 


jopd xtc c : u‘ (a 

P u d 

- ' . ■- z 

> 7 =- 1-7 AH- , _> i ' 


i cjU*Lt' ^ np 

ot/A-. 

/li? d /«,.!£(('/ 


f j;CUGOdPC'^' 

pyjx 


-^_jA 

(AZ ' 

’ (2CjCuJC‘.C& f , >7 82^ ^ A ' ::A -^ 

y ; / i?rPJ,.f. ri- J'-'hicuc fnr/ ^ ‘ 'iP 3 £-, \ •**«* 

6 0 -<-• AO 

liuly-ns-/ i Uu.-’jOeJ ^-" *' r ^' "'' ' 

(H fouc- pm oPeyjuL 1 6 ^ /° e£f < 
y 


Co- ,#-r do A'L.i 
ClClj0\ 



1387 




1388 


/> 


! (_0 0 L>' l o( v £ 

^ /isjas de. d/£ifiw» ^ ^ ^ 13-03-0/ 

rfe <yk/L2c ^e/ J^OOJ, &^ 3 « ^ /?»« fif< = 

~~71zLl &> £'**'.■&/' <?. C , \sc/& p/n -s <j> : 4^, f // t - ( > ^ 0 /") <r cx'/.Z 1 <£cs £ 

£~ : 4. ¥ <? Lf 'V^Tb^'^Xc <z..«s /i /5/if 

_ t . 1 f 

^c'xr.^' cL.icfjsue : s.. cs-'o e,.-^ 

e_ Acte |T 4* ^ ^ ^ <= o ^ * S 

c/e^ (*2J ) ”7^4 tr*& ^ 2 s ^ ^ocf*> s /?-*■*■ tcs d_ 

A, ( -* Ijpce-Jc? *s/& / /VJf>*-C?C7-'0-'- . -JvotV; €«.*--■€ - ^" < ~- 

rf»-^ ^ ■«*' e J , ^TTv/ ^riiv- 


c/^N<3 


H* 'i 




1389 














1397 









1400 


REPUBLICA DE VENEZUELA 



PODER JUDICIAL /5T6& 

JURISDICCION CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 

ARCHIVO 


SOLICIT ANTE (S) 




-e;UM < , P /? . 


■A. 


MQTIVO:. 


V, 


<<puJ 



FECHA DE ENTRADA: 


Dfa 


(ytC 



Ann <Z-,?A>C>/ 


FECHA DEVOLUCION: Dia. 


A no. 


v 

V 


C-52 






1401 


Ciudadano 

JUEZ DE LOS MtmiCIPIOS JOSE FELIX RIBAS Y JOSE RAFAEL REVENGA 
DE LA CIRCUSNCRIPCION JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO ARAGUA 
SU DESPACHO.- 

Su Despacho.- 

Yo, ARACEL1S DEL VALLE URDAMETA N., venezolana, mayor de edad, domiciliada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V-7.082.174, abogada 
en ejercicio, inscrita en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706, procediendo en este acto 
en mi caracter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de instramento poder otorgado por ante la 
Notaria Publica 5 ext a de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, ei cual quedo anotado 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones llevados por esa Notaria Publica, 
que se anexa a esta soiicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compafiia antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que llevo ei Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus refortnas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Bxtraordinaria de Accionisfcas, inscrita por ante el Registxo mercantil 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo. en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8- A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro v expongo: De conformidad 
con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo 
Civil, jure la urgencia del caso, solicit© la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisite de la distribucion, con el fin 
de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direccion que oportunamente le senalsre, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspeecion Judicial, de los particulates siguientes: 
PRIMERO : De la presencia en ei lugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un 
vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, y el tipo, color y placas, que presenta el vehiculo 
inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro (4) cauchos 
instalados en cada uno de sus lines. TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de 
los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. CUARTQ : De 
las condiciones generales de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo 
inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. OUINTO : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de 
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los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. SEXTO : Se 
tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se encuentra el vehiculo 
inspeccionado. SEPTIMO : Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se 
encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado. De cualquier otro hecho o 
circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de senalar en su debida oportunidad. Solicit© de 
conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, en 
concordancia con lo pTevisto en el articulo 502 ejusdem. se ordene la reproduction 
fotografica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de cualquier otro que expresamente 
me reservo sehaiar en la oportunidad de la practice de dicha Inspection Judicial y que, a tal 
efecto, se designe un practico fotografo y un practico mecanico. Asimismo, solicito al 
Tribunal que las referidas fotografias fiieron realizadas en su presencia y que son 
reproducciones fieles y exactas ide los hechos evidenciados en la presente Inspection 
Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta 
Inspection Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea 
devuelta en original junto con sus resultas. Es gratia que espero en la fecha de su 
presentation. 


/\ 

//'l si- J-j.s'l V '( 

->:Y W . 
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VAU.NC.A,, 


PLANILLA 
OERECHOS. 
ootrgamiento 


CAV98, it. 

C 

Yo. JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, estadounidense^fn^yo; dc edad. 



habsl cn derecho. domicil iado en ia ciudt.d de Valencia, Estado CaraboboFy tituiar de 
la cedula de identidad N° -81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de 


BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 


Firestone Venezolana), sociedad insert ti por ante el Regislro Mercantil que llevo el 


Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 


Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 


1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea 


General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inner ita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 
de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 
el Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A. autorizado para este acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 
Duodecimo en su parte “C” del Documeito Constitutive Estatutario, por el presente 
documento declare: Que confiero en nom 3re de mi represen tada, Poder especial pero 
iamplio y bastante cuanto en derecho se requiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 
COLMENARES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 
edad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titularei de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 
y 7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos tor ante el Instituto de Prevision Social del 
Abogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 
domicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los dereehos, 
acciones e intereses, de mi represen tada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y„ en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 
mandate, quedan -facultados los prenomtrados Apoderadbs para intentar, contestar 
demandas, darse por citados y notificados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 
reeonvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o.de 
| derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir v hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 


ejecutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, 


[inclusive el de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicacioties. Los 
apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiaies para asuntos determinados cuando 
lo juzguen convenience o lo requiera la Ley, sustituirios en todo o en parte, 
reservandose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 
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-v 


S^yHfJE^gOUVARIANA DE VENEZUELA. _ 

' W " SEXTA DE V VALENCIA. 

\400 



%'/' ^ -Jr/firn 1 %w 

N'- 

deWV ' *V. 

A .L — .ptj AA , 

de$* Mi^feieia! 
>■£. ~k ‘dal-DosUiti. 


documento, icdactado por cl Abogado: FRAMCIS GlVARf 
Inscrito en el INPREABOGADO bajo el No <?*«• ' Fue 
^esentSao=tia su AUTENTICACION Y DEVOLUCION, segun planilla N° 

3679*. de fecjia: 14 | 1 5 | 2000. Preseate(s) su(s) otorgante(s) dijo(eron) 

llamarse- J0RGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ lActuando in iu teiaetvi . 

de PnetUente de "BRIVGESTONS FIRESTONE OENEZOEANA, C.A."1 


‘/Mayor (es) de edad, domiciliado (s) en: 


r VALENCIA. 


Nacionalidad (es): ESTAPOUNIPEN-SE. 


De estado civil: 



Titular (es) de la (s) Cedula (s) de Identidad Numero (s) 


yLeido y confrontado el original con su s Fotocopias y finnada en estas y en el presente 
1-original en presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (los) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 


.CONTENIDO ES CIERTOJf MTA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FtRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
AL PIE DEL INSTRUMEKTO “. LA NOTARIO en tal virtue, lo declara AUTENTICADO 
-en presencia de los testigos escribientes:. MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 


Titulares de las C6dulas de Identidad Nuraeros V-4.872.554 Y V-4.684.50I, dejdndolo 


inserto bajo el N° • TOMO 79 « de los libros de AUTENTICACIONES 
llevados por esta Notaria. LA NOTARIO QUE SUSCRIBE HACE C0NSTAR QUE TUV0 PARA SU 


1406 


'/■'■•'fifty 

liist/AjY pEVOCUClON REGISTRO VS BRIVGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A..1HS- 
ANTE EL REGISTRO MERCAMT7L QUE LLEVO EL JUZGAVO VE PRIMER* INS— 

■a TX8ct%‘£N it) civil y mercamttl ve esta awamaarciOH judicial, eh fecha 

EL NS 1, COMPI LAVAS SUS REFOWJAS EH UN SOLO CUERPO SEGUN 
C&N&&6E ACTA VE ASAMBLEA GENERAL EXTRA0RP7WARIA VE ACCIONISTAS, 7NSCRITA 
EN EL REGSITRO MERCANTIL PRIMERO PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUV1C1AL, EN FE- 
CHA 29-01-97, BAJO EL N^ l, TOM0 S-A, AUTORIZAVO PAPA ESTE AC TO SEGUN SE ’ 
El/IPENCIA EM LA CLAUSULA PUODECIMA EN SU PARTE "C" PEL VOZUUENTO CONSTITU- ■ 
Tim ESTATUTARIO. E IGUALMEWTE PEJA COMSTAR QUE PARA ESTE ACTO AUTORIZO , 
A LA ClUVAVANA MARIA VICTORIA ROVRIGUEZ CON CEPULA PE IVENTIVAV V-7.09S. / 

/OS, ESCRIBTENTE I VE ESTA NOT ARIA PARA PRESENCIAR PICKO OTOPGAMIENTO CONT-y 
' FORME EL ARTICULO 79 PEL REGLAMEMTO VE NOTARIAS .PUBLICAS EN LAS 0 FICINAS U 
VE KgSfSfeEM CARRETERA MIEJA l/IA LOS GUAMOS EH VALENCIA, A LAS 7. 00 PM‘L 


: . jJEr-AAU^- 


EE P0PERPAWTE. 
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JU2GAD0 DE LOS MUNICIPIOS JOSE FELIX RIBAS Y JOSE RAFAEL REVENGA 
DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO ARAGUA. LA VICTORIA ,22 
DE MAHZO DEL DOS MIL UNO* ANOS: 190* y 141*>.- 

Vista la sollcitud presented^ por la ciudadana Aracelis 

del Valle Urdaneta N , venezolana, mayor de ed ad, titular de la ce- 
1 dula de identidad N« V- 7. 082.174, abogada en ejercicio, inscrita 
en el Inpreabogado Bajo el N« 30.706, procediendo en este acto en 
su caracter de apoderada de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A 

se admite cuanto ha lugar en derecho previa la habilitacion del 
tiempo necesario, jurada como ha sido la urgencia del caso. £n 
consecuencia trasladese y constituyase< el Tribunal donde indique 
el solicitante y prsctiquese la INSPECCION JUDICIAL requerida. 



Hardee ..Martinez. 


S: 1560.- 
CME/HM/ms.- 
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Seguidamante mi esta misnn fecna , veintidos (22) de marzo 
dal afio dels nil uno, siendo las diez ooras y train t a uinuton 
de la manann, se Ur as la do y constitut'd este Tribunal ®n el 
Es tacionarniento $an fiebastian, uibicado on la carretara La 
Victoria-Zua ta de csta Jucisdiccion , sitio sofialauo ^oc la 
\abogado Aracelis del Valle Urdnncta, inpreabogaco f |2 30.7'''i'j, 

/cn su car ac ter de apodarada de la smprcsa BRIDGES TO HE 
FIRESTONE VE-’J E2GLAHA C.A., 5 a gun se evidencia del podcr 
acorn?* undo a la presents solid tud; ^ los fines de practicar 
la Inspection Judicial requerida. A los fines de tenc*r el 
Tribunal major accsornuientos c ilust rami onto en la practice 
de esta: Inpsccion judicial, nombra psrito y practico 
fotografo a los ciud'idanos : DA ‘/ID 00 ‘ • 

■ ■ j • n-ao'- -<noj, mayores dc esua, titularfs do las 

c6dulas 'Jc identidad N^s . U.03S.5V4 y 3L6.5S5, 

respect ivamcnte, quiones estando procentes nceptnron el cargo 
y prestaron el j urn men to de L«y , jurnndo cum?] ir bien y 
fielmente con su obi iga cion. De seguicas el practico 
fotodrafu procade a la toma de Lfotografias con una camera 
que present a al Tribunal para su vista, marca : Polaroid, C3S, 
ciase: Close Up, fotogrn f ias eetjs quo. scran ogre gad as a la 
presente inspeccion previa su certif icacion y format an parte 
de la rrtisraa. El Tribunal pasa a realiznr in Inspeccion 
Judicial solicitada previa asesonaip.ntos del practico de la 
faster a siguienta: AL PRIMER PARTICULAR: Li Tribunal deja 
cons tancia que obsorva un veniculo marc a ; Ford, raodelo 
Explorer, Tipo: XLT 4X2 , color: Dorado; afio: 1593; placas: 
-GAT-76H} AL 3 EG UN DO PARTICULAR: El Tribunal, deja constancia 
que el vehicuio antes identif icado , posee cuntro (4) caucho 
instalados en cao’a uno de sus -rines . Al TERCET PARTICULAR: El 
Tribunal asesorado poir el practico aesignado cleja constancia, 
que el cauicho delantero derecho es de marca GOOD YEAR, Tipo: 
WRANGLER RT/S, modi cl a LT235/75R15 , serial DOT’? DHL 2 AC 4 3100. 
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caucho delantero lz^ui^.rdo : n >r:n GOOD YEAR, tipo: iLiAi\ , L.iF. , 
RT/S, msdidas U 223/73 £113 , serial DOT F3HL 2 AC 4 3100 j caucho 
trasero deuecno : marca: GOOD YEAR, tips: WRANGLER RT/S, 
medida : LT235/75R15 serial DOT PHHL MAC4 3100 > caucho 

trasero izquierdo: r:rnrca : GOOD lLAR, II.jo: WRANGLER, jIT/S , 
inadidas : LT233/75 tU5, serial: DOT PlillL 2AC4 3100 , AL CUARTO 
PARTICULAR: £1 tribunal previo asesoramiento riel practice 
deja constancia que cada uno de los caucno instalados en los 
rines del veiilcu.la. asi corno su hand - * roaamiento se 

e ncu en tran e n perfect© e s t a d o . AL GUI: Tf 0 PART 1 C ULAR : E 1 
Tribunal orden? la toma de fotografias n cada Lino de los 
cauchos instalados en cada uno dc los rines del veniculo 
ibnspe.ccianado , con la camera ante torment e relent if icatia, las 
cualos so oroenr-J ngregar a la pres tin to inspeccion para que 
for men parte de la raisraa; AL SEXTO PARTICULAR: El Tribunal 
ordena la tonta de £ ci.tograf.ias cm la cnrroceria y condiciones 
en quo so. encuentr.a el vahlculo inspecciondo , con l.i camara 
prciviamente identif icada / euyas re prociu clones fotograf icas 
se ngregan a la prosente inspeccion . A.L SEPT 1 1 !0 : El Tribunal 
asesorndo por el pacactico doja constancia que la oarroceri 
del Venice lo pre-sen t « : • i( 1 .ado.:, 

bundiniento pronuitciado de capot y t-ciio. viririos 
destrozados; puertns y pj.rnlus iaservibl'-s , explosion del air 
back. En o.-ite estndo intervinne I.a solicit an to antes 
ide.ntificado y exponet Solicito ti 1 Tribunal riejo constancia 
del kilometrnje present*. -1 veblculo; igua'Lmente solicito 
deje constanci? de la marcs , tioo , mediclo, serial y estado 
que pres onto en caucno de repuesto; igualmente el estauo de 
su banda ee rodnmiento y par ultimo solicito al Tribunal se 
le tome f o tograr i:i a sse caucho. En ests Estado el Tribunal 
acuerda de conformed a con lo solicit ado y deja constancia que. 
el kilometraje del vahiculo inspeccionado as de 30.19S ICm . 
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Igualraente dejn constancia quc c. 1 cnucno da rnpuesto as 
tna r cn : GOOD if EA R , t i p-> Wrangler - T / Z , raed idn : L.T2 3 j / 7 5 R 1 5 , 
serial DOT PSML 2AC4 3100, el cu-’l .- : e encucntra . n par fee to 
estaclo (nuevo) y el Tribunal cn este acto orrirn-n qua sc lc 
tome las fotor.raf ias , El.. Jfxiliunali. .clejs&^.on.-itnncia «jue n los 
afnetos do yracticar In present- •. Inspection «e dabili^o to -jo 

Y- 

el t tempo oacesario, jtiraua cono an side Jn ur^encia eel 
case. Concluido esta acto ei Tribunal ordatia rstornar a su 
sede ordinarin y devolves: original con su s resultns a la 



SI Peri to, 


y 


La Seer a tar ia Acc. 
. / 



£1 foco^rafo, 
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La suscrit;- n'-jcr-.-.tnria -iccidnntn 1 <i--l Juz^a^o Lo> 

Municipios Jose L r c i i x *iibas y Jos' do It? 

Circunscxi pcion Judicial df ; | stac’o Ar^i! ’ CLK I lFICA : una 
las f o to^L-afi os qu. s : nOiixan a La .srssento ins ijeccion fueron 
tomadas a L rr.o;, lento do practical' so dicna iiiapeccion y junto 
con ells fornan o^rtc* be In nisna, La ^icto^ia, 22 Jo aarzo 
del ano dos mii uno . 


1;: ■ eor e.t.-.i la Lou/ . 


.. ? y ■ d C* 

:-Yl !/?y d e o ;■ Kir tl .* e z i> t o i n 
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Ciudadano 

Abogada Gladys Ouarin lope Giron 

JU5Z DEI. HUT'TTCIPIO SANTIAGO MV RING DEL ESTADO ASAOTjA 


Su Despacho- 

Yo, ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N l, venezoiana. mayor de edad, domiciliada 
^.pn Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Ceduia de Identidad N° V-7.082 174, abogada 
eiercicio, inscrita en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706, procediendo en este acto 




< ; en eiercici< 

0 irji caracter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de instrumento poder otorgado por ante la 
j ^^ Npt^ria Publica Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cual quedo anotado 
ei,K° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones Hevados por esa Notaria Publica, 
que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compama antes denominada C.A FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que llevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecba 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N s 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
-rv bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8- A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad 
con. los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo 
j'f, . Civil, jjuro la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacibn del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisite de la distribucion, con el fin 
’ '■ de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direccion que oportunamente le sefiaiare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspeccion Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 
PRIMERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un 
vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, y-el tipo, color y placas, que presenta el vehiculo 
inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro (4) cauchos 
instalados en cada uno de sus rines. TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y serial de cadauno de 
los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. CUARTO : De 
las condiciones generates de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo 
inspeccionado y su ban da de rodamiento, OUINTO Se tomen fotograftas de cada uno de 
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los cauchos instaiados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado SEXTO : Se 
tomen fotografias de la carroceria v las condiciones en que se encuentra el vehiculo 
inspeccionado. SEPTIMO : Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se 
encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado. De cualquier otro hecho o 
circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de senaiar en su debida oportunidad. Solicito de 
conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, en 
concordancia con Jo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem. se ordene la reproduccion 
fotografica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de cualquier otro que expresamente 
me reservo senaiar en la oportunidad de la practica de dicha Inspeccion Judicial v que, a tal 
efecto, se designe un practico fotografo v un practico mecanico. Asimismo. solicito al 
Tribunal que las refendas fotografias fueron realizadas en su presencia v que son 
reproducciones fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente Inspeccion 
Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta 
Inspeccion Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me 'sea 
devuelta en original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que espero, en la fecha de su 
presentation. 
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NOTAR! A PUB LIC A SEXT^ 
DE VALENCI^^if ; 
PLANILIA N*_ 



Yo, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, estadbunidiffisiepSyi 


habil en derecho, domiciliado en la ciuded de Valencia, Estado'lgagato^^v titular de 

la "cedilla de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en ml caracter de Presidente de 

BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 

Firestone Venezolana), sociedad insqrit? por ante el Registro Merc-anti 1 que llevo el 

juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circuiiscripcion 

Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 

1, compiladaS sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea 

General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inherit a por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 

de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997,»bajo 

el Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para e.3te acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 

Duodecima en su parte “C M del Documento Constitutive Estatutario, por el presente 

documento declare: Que confiero en nomore de mi representada, Poder especial pero 

amplio y bastante cuanto en derec.iio se requiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 

COLMENARES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 

edad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titulares de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 

y 7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos por ante el Instituto de Prevision Social del 

Abbgado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 

domicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 

acciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 

VENEZOJ^ANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 

mandato, quedan <facultados los prenombrados Apoderados para inteniar, contestar 

demandas, darse por citados y notificados; oponer y contestar exoepciones y 

reconvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 

derecho, promover y. evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 

ejeeutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios' o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, 

inclusive el de Casacion, hacer po'sturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciones. Los 

apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiales para asuntos determinados cuando 

lo juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, sustituirlos en todo o en parte, 

reservandose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 
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/ Jj. mml 



OLIYARIANA DE 
SEXTA 
< 0 * 2 . 


VENEZUELA. 

DB\ VALENPIA. 


ue\ vai 



:nor dooumento, rcdsciado pox el Abogado: 

Inscrito en el INPRE ABOGADO bajo el No 
presei§iF=lijr so AUTENTICACION Y DEVOLUCION, segta planilU N° 
Sint, de. fecjia: u | 10 | 2000. Presented) su(s).otorgante{s) dijpCeron) 
' rianiarse- ' JOTeE mm 10 BOiaUJEl ALPAMEZ [Kdtiumia tit tu. maaotea . 

di p teUdmtt di 'mneesrmie fikestwe pembmiawa, c.A." ..... 







layor 


(es) de edad, domiciliado (s) en: ^AtEA/CIA. 


Nacionalidad (es): 


'Tw.De estado civil: 


^Titular (es) de la (s) Cddula (s) de Identidad Numero (s) 


Z-tl.607.491....... 


hxldo y confrontado el original con sus Fotocopias y firmada en estas y en el presente 
en presend a de LA NOTARIQ, EL (!os) OTORGAHTE (S) cxpnso (eron) “SU 
' IONTENIDO ES CIERTD,^ MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 


-en presencia de tos testigos escribientes: MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 
Titulares de las Cddutas de Identidad Numeros V-4.S72.554 Y V-4,684,501, dsjfoidolo 
inserto bajo el H° ^ * TOMO ?2l de los libros de AUTENTICACIONES 
llevados por esta Notaria. LA MOTARIO QUE SUSCR1BE HACE COMSTAR QLIE TUVO PARA SU 
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agovjfHSj^ 


1 REGZSTRO PE BRIPGESTCNE FIRESTONE PENEZOLANA, C.A. ,IVS- 

«3 f&iTA;.P<K ANTE EL REGZSTRO MERCANTIL £>UE LLEPO EL JUZGAPO PE PRIMERA INS— 
% RlRjSSSii Jstf CIVIL V MERCANT U PE ESTA CIRCUNSCR1PCION JUPICIAL, EN FECHA - 
WSXjO EL N s I , COmUVAS SUS REFORMAS EN UN SOLO CUERPO SEGUN ; 
M»B&SSEACTA PE ASAM8LEA GENERAL EXTRAGRPINARIA PE ACCIONISTAS,,JNSCRITA 
EN EL REGSITRO MERCANTIL PR IMERO PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCICN JUPICIAL/ EN ’fE— ' 
CHA 29- <77—97, BA JO EL N- Z, TOMO *-A, AUTORIZAPO PARA ESTE AC TO SEGUN SE- \ 
EPIPENCIA EN LA CLAUSULA PUOPECIMA EN SU PARTE "C" PEL POCUHENTO 'CpNSTim . 
TIPO ESTATUTARZO. E IGUALMENTE PEJA CONSTAR SUE PARA ESTE A CTO AUTORIZO 
A LA CIUPAPANA MARIA VICTORIA ROPRIGUEZ CON CEPULA PE IPENTIPAP V-7?t$t: 
lOt, ESCRIBfENTE I PE ESTA NOTARIA PARA PRESENCIAR PICKO OTORGAMIENTO CON-- 
FORME EL AR flCULO 29 PEL REGLAMEMTO PE WOTARIAS PUBLICAS EN LAS OFICINAS 
PE RMftSTPSfefN CARRETERA l/TEJA VIA LOS GUAMOS EN VALENCIA, A LAS Z. 00 PM.. 
/vP,A»' 

L^lir)TA»M-SEXre^rVP O el POPERPANTE. 


-Mr * 1 







EL FUNCIONARIO AUTORIZAPO. 
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Eo el dia de hoy yeintisiete (27 ) as y,@rzo del dob i-jil yno, - 
siendo las 8-15 boras de la msfiena, previa habilitacidn del tiersp'c- 
necesario, ' se fcr<.slado y aonstituyd si tribunal en oomp&nie d-j la - 
;‘Ljado Aracelis del yelle yrd^neta, inscrita en el inpreobogado ~ 
Tjro, 30*706, en su cnrficter de APO^erada Judicial de Bridgestone pi 
re stone yenesolana c*A,? a is siguienfce dire colon Aphids lob A.via- 
.dores pa lo Hegro donde funciona bx, TALIL.1 riARIKAR C.A., s los fines 
de pracfcicar jnspeccidn judicial ? que so con tree la presente soli- 
citud.- si tribunal deja con stands que el encargado del Teller don 
■•j3e‘ estabarnos constatuido se nego a identif-' r, pero permito el — 
acoeso si sitio de inspeccidm- nrn este estado el Tribunal designs- 
oomo experto fotografo al ciud s dan o JORGE ATTTOHIO COLEIEJTAIIES* titu- 
lar de Is c^dula da idenfcidsd yro* 386, 596 y corao perito raecanico- 
al ciudedano DAVID G-OHC ALVES, titular de la c6dula de idenbidad — 
Nro, 1.1,08.9,574* quienes estando presentee scepfcsron el cargo y ju- 
■ raron eumplir bien j fielmente. HP este estado el Tribunal pass a - 
dejar constancis sobre los particular's contenidos en la presents — 
solieitud de la siguiente manera- al PRIKERO: 111 tribunal deja cons 
. taneia que resliaente donde esta cons^'fcuido se encuentra un retaicu- 
lo Marca. POHD* Modelo Explores:, Tipo XLT 4x4, color vino tinto, Fla 
cs DAif-43u*-* AX, SE&UHDO": El tribunal deja constancia que el vehi- 
culo .antes identificaao tiene colocado cua-tro cauchas en sue. respec 
ti-vos. rines,- al MERCER Ot El tribunal deja constsncia que el caucho 
k --d elbn ter o derecho es de jyprca good-year, tipo ..■■rangier Rt/s, medida 
•:p255/70 r16, serial- dotpsJR 2jj4 1100, caucho delsntero izquierdo - 
raarca good-year, tipo wrangler iip/s medida p255/70 r16, serial DOT 
PBJR 1100, caucho trasero dereuho marcs good-year, tipo wran- 

gler rt/s medida p255/70 r 16, serif I doT PBJR 2jj 4 1100, caucho tra- 
sero izquierdo raarca good-year, tipo wrangler, rt/s medida p255/7Q*~ 
r 16 , serial DO? PBJR 2 jj4 1100.- AL CUARTO: El tribunal deja cons— 
tancla que los cauchos instslados en cads uno do sus rines se en— — 
cuentran en perfecto estado.- AL '.-TJBTTO : El tribunal scuerda que se 
tome fotografia de csds uno de los oaucbos instalados en cada uno - 
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de los rines del vehiculo .inspeccionedo, las cusies se agregan a la 
prf sente inspecctSn*- AL SEXTO: Si tribunal acu<*rda 3e tomen fotogra 
fia de la carroceria y la cotidici6n que presen ta el vehiculo inspec- 
cionado, las cuales se agregsran a la present© inspecci6n.~ AL SEPTI 
MO? Ei tribunal deja. constancia oon la ayuda del experto que el ve- 
hiculo inspe ccionado -present a -.descuadre -genera iiaado, hundimiendo d§ 
techo y capo, parabrisa : 'i*eventado,. ; yidrio tragero izquierdo reventa.- 
do, puertas „y parales : iaJerJyibles^ .sn.ieste estado el solicits n fcer 
licifca al tribunal que- se/iie.^e.' const an cia del Kilometraje que\preseh 
fca el vehiculo , del silo y sitlpresenta caucho de repuesfco asiiiii'^inb . pi 
do se deje constancia de la marca, tipo, serialra medida y estado eif 
que se encuentra el caucho de repuesfco inspecoionsdo, igualmente pi- 
do que el tribunal deje constancia del tipo de suspension que preset! 
fca el vehiculo inspeeaione4o«~ Bn este estado el tribunal aeuerda lo 
solicitado por la parte solid tante y deja constancia que el kilortie— * 
fcraje que se evidencia al moment© de la inspecei6n .as 49,1Q1, el ano 
del vehiculo inspeocionado 1*998, el vehiculo inspeccionado proaen- 
fca caucho de repuesfco marca good-year, tipo wrangler* ht/s medidas- 
p255/70 r 16, serial dot PBJR 2jj4 1100, ei caucho de repuesfco se en- 
-cuentran en perfect© esfcadb- (nuevo), El tribunal deja constancia que' 
la suspension que presents ei vehiculo es tipo Australians,- ^1 tri-- 
bunal deja constancia ;que^ la mare® do la c^rcara utilizada es Polaroid 
jnstantanea qlose-up 6 96.,-. ;:£1 tribunal deja constancia que las fofco-/ 
grafias fueron fcomadas <?tv- a u.- 'pre.se ncia y que an reproduccior.es con-..-, 
fieles y exactas de lost heehos evidenciados en la prer^nte jnspeccifin 
y orfiena agregarla cl expedients.- por cuanto no exists. cfcra diliger^ia 
que practicar el tribunal acuerda regresar a su sede ord inaria siendp 
las 9:00 horas de lam mahana,- ss toao termino, se leyo y conform© s - 
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Ciudadano 

JTJEZ DEL MUNICIPIO SANTIAGO VAR1&0 DEL ESTADO SRAGUA 

Su Despacho.- 

V Yo,‘ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N., venezoiana, mayor de edad, doiniciliada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo. tituiar de la Ceduia cie Identidad N c V-7.082 174, abogada 
^ <jj^ ejercicio, inscrita en el INPREABOGADO najo el N° 30 706, proccdiendo en este acto 
‘7'.>en mi caracter de apoderada. segun se evidencia de instrument poder otorsado por ante la 
Notaria Publica Sexta de Valencia* en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cual quedo anotado 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones llevados por esa Notaria Publica, 
que se anexa a esta solicited de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compania antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantii que llevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercanti! de la Circun scrip cion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantii 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante listed respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad 
con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo 
Civil, juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisito de la distribution, con el fin 
de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direction que oportunamente le senalare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 
PRIMERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un 
vehiculo Marca; Ford, Modelo: Explorer, y .el tipo. color y placas, que presenta el vehiculo 
inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si ei vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro (4) cauchos 
instaiados en cada uno de sus rines. TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de 
ios cauchos instaiados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. CUARTO : De 
las eondiciones generates de los cauchos instaiados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo 
inspeccionado y su banHa dc rodamiento. OUINTO : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de 
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los cauchos instalados en cada lino de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado SEXTO Se 
tomen fotograflas de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se encue^ra e! vehiculo 
inspeccionado. SEPTIMO : Se deje constancia de las condiciones genera les en que se 
encuentra la canoceria del vehiculo inspeccionado. De cualquier otro hecho o 
circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de senalar en su debida oportunidad. Solicito de 
conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, en 
concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la reproduction 
fotogrifica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de cualquier otro que expresamente . . ^ • 

me reservo senalar en la oportunidad de la practica de dicha Inspection Judicial y que, ai'al . f . 
efecto, se designe un practico fotografo y un practico mecanico. Asimismo. solicito 'al. . 
Tribunal que las referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su presencia y que son V ^* . v . 
reproducciones fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente Inspeccion 
Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta 
Inspeccion Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea 
devueka en original junto con su$ resultas. Es gracia que espero, en la fecha de su 


___ ./ .Uli.i . • 

77 c l./- ' : , ^ 
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" NO+ARIA PUBUCA SjEXTA 
DE VALENCIA^C# 


F/anda G/n nrf de Min 
' Abogttdo 
- l.P.&A. 67.252 



DERECHOS 

00TW0AW1ENT 0_. 




0^ 

ftfcf 


4 Yo, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, estadmm%Wa^my0/de edad, 

habil en derecho, domiciliado en la ciud&d de Valencia, Estado^arafoS^jafy titular de , 

8 ■ — 1 

■ la.cedula de identidad N° 81.607.491. actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de 

9 • 

BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 

4 v — '■ „ — — ' 

^ Fi^q|to'ne Vene zolana), sociedad inscritn' por ante el Kegistro Mercantil que llevo el 

Juzgadjb Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 

8 ’*'* ‘ — — 

Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 

7 1 

I, compiladaS sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea 
General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 

9 — 

de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, -bajo 

10 — — 

el Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para este acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 

11 ■ — — — ; 

Duodecima en su parte “C” del Docume ito Constitutivo Estatutario, por el presente 

iE : .. .. _____ = : 

i documento declare: Que confiero en noiriore de mi representada, Poder especial pero 

18 ; — 

amplio y bastante cuanto en derecho se requiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 

COLMENARES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 

15 — t ; — — 

edad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titulares de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 

16 ■■ — ^ 

y 7.082.174, respectivamente,. inscritos por ante el Instituto de Prevision Social del 

17 : — : : ; 

Abogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 

. 18 I — — — 

domicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 

acciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGES TOl^IE FIRESTONE 

80 — — 

VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 

81 ; 

maiidato, quedan -facultados los prenombrados Apoderados para intentar, contes tar 

82 : r— 

; demandas, darse por citados y notificados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 

reconvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 

derecho, promover y. evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 

ejecutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, 


inclusive el de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciones. Los 1 
apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiales para asuntos determinados cuando 
' lo juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, sustituirlos en todo o en parte, 
reservandose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 









y confrontado cl original con sus Fotocopias y firmada en estas y en el presente 

■ ftf'::. 1 m presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (Ios) OTORGANTE (S) exposo (eron) “SU 

t'CNTEMDO ES CIERTXU' MIA (NUBSTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 

■ jf^/AL PK DEL INSTRUMENTO LA NOTARIO en tad virtud, lo declare AUTENTICADO 

-jl, ; - ’ -en presencia de kis tesdgosesoiiMaites: MttAGROS RUEDA Y MGUEL BOADA. 

' , Titulares de las Cddulas de Identidad Niimeros V-4,872.554 Y V-4.684.50I, dejdndolo 

inserto bajo el N" * u . TOMO . deles tibros de AUTENTICACIONES 


Hevados per esta Noiaria. IA m Am me susc rise hacb cohstau sue rum taka su 
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f - :• 

i{lSTA;. V pEMLVC’iCb: RE3ISTR0 PE BRIOSESTOKE FIRESTONE l/ENEZOLANA, C.A..IMS- 
AWE EL REGI5TR0 MERCAWIL QUE LLEVO EL JUZCAPO PE P RIMERA INS-- 
P MERCAWIL PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUPICIAL, EN FECHA 
EL W I, com LAVAS SUS REFORMAS EM UN SOLO CUERPO SEGUN 
C&NsBfc=SE ACTA PE ASAM8LEA GENERAL EXTRAORPINARIA PE ACCIONISTAS, INSCRIW 
EN EL REGSITRO MERCAWIL PRIMERO PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIRCION JUPICIAL, ENVe— 
CHA 29-01-97, BAJO EL N 5 2, TOMO 8-A, AUTORIZAPO PARA ESTE ACTO SEGUN &v , 
EI/IPENCIA EN LA CLAUSULA PUOPECIMA EN SU PARTE "C” PEL POCUMEWO CCNSTITUA 


TIRO ESTATUTARIO. E IGUALMEWE PEJA COMSTAR QUE PARA ESTE ACTO AUTORIZC 
A LA' CIUPAPANA MARIA l/ICTORIA ROPRIGUEZ CON CEPULA PE IPEWIPAP P-7. 098. 
101, ESCRI82TWE I PE ESTA WOTARIA PARA PRESENCIAR PICHO OTORGAMIEWO CON- 
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En el dia de hoy yeintisiete (27) de foarzo del .Afio dos nil uno, siendo 
las 9*15 horas de la morisnr, previa babilifcrci6n del tiempo necesarioj 
se traslado y eonstituyo el tribunal en compania de la Abogsdo ARACS — 
LIS DEL VALLE URDANET A > inscrita en el inpreabogedo ?*ro. -50.706, en su 
csrficter de Apoaerada judicial de pridgestone Firestone yenezolana (j.A. 
a la siguiente direcci6n Avenida los Aviadores ?a!o iiegro donde funcio- 
na EL TALLER MARIMAR C .A. > e los fines de practicar de inspeccion judi- 
"c££~l s a que se contrae la presente solicitua,- El tribunal deja constsn- 
'cia-'que el encsrgado del Teller donde estab_mos constituido 3e nego a - 
ud^nttkarse, perc peraiiti6 el scceso al sitio de inspecci6n.- En este - 
estado „el tribunal designs como experto fotografo al ciucsdano jorge — 
.Antonio colmenares, titular de la <c£dula de identided Uro* 386.596 y — 
como perito raeoanico el oiudadano gonoalves David, titular de la c4dula 
de identidad liro* 11.089.574> quienes esuando presentes aoeptaron el — 
cargo y jursron cumplir bien y fielmente, en este estado el tribunal pa 
as a dejar eonstsncie aobre los particuleres cotrtenidos en la presente- 
solicitud de la siguiente manera* al PRIMjSRO: El tribunal deja constan- 
cia que realmente donde' este constituido se encuentra un vebiculo raaroa 
Ford, modelo Explorer, xLT 1998, tipo 4x4* color Blsnco, place DAK-830* 
AL SEGBNDO: El tribunal deja constancia que el vehiculo antes identifi- 
cado tiene colocado cuatro cauchos en sus respactivos rines.- AL TERCE- 
ROt El tribunal dejB constancia que el caucbo delantero derecho es de - 
merca good-year, tipo wrangler, rt/s medida p255/70 r 16 serial DOT PBJR 
2jj4 3500 , caucbo delantero izqpierdo roaroa good-year , tipo wrangler, - 
St/s medida p255/70 r 16 serial dot PBJR 2jj 4 3500, caucho trasero dere- 
oho raaroa good-year, tipo wrangler rt/s medida p255/70 Rl^ serial dot P 
BJR 2jj4 3500, caucho trasero izquierdo marca good-year, tipo wrangler- 
RT/S medida p255/70 r 16 serial DOT FBJR 2jj4 3j00.- al CUARTO: El tri- 
bunal deja conotaneio que el caucho delantero derecho se encuentra en - 
buen estado, caucho delantero izquierdo se encuentra en buevi estado, — 
caucho trasero derecho se encuentra en buen estado aunque desinflado, - 
caucho trasero izquierdo se encuentra totalmente destrozado y su banda- 
de rodainientfa despegada y raaltrat8da, a si' como sus lsterales.- AL QUIN 
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TO 8 El tribunal dejo conatBnoia que se le tomo fofcografia a cada uno 
de los cauchos instaladoa en cada uno de los rines del vebiculo ins — 
peccionado, *- AL £3X20 s 3i tribunal deja constancia qae se le tomo fo 
tagrafia a la csrroceria y .la condieidn que present? el vebiculo ins- 


peccionsdQ.r AL SEPTIMO: El tribunal deja eonstanci* con la ayuda del 
expert© que el vehiculo inspeccionsdo presents desoaudre genera lizado.^ 
exploaifin de fcodos sus vidrios, hundimiento de toda la parte superior, 
descusdre de puertas y parales, eompacto inservible.- gn este. estado-r 
el solicitante solicita .al tribunal que se deja constancia dell {iilorne 


■ t* r '7* 

traje que presents el vehieulo.- eh este estado el tribunal adu«f£j$e*jrjj 
lo soliqitaao por la jarte solid tante y deja constancia que el 
fcrsje que se evidencis al* motaento de la jnsp«oci6n ee 52.857« gl tri- 
bunal deja, constancia que la marca de la (jSmara ufeilizada es Polaroid 
instantanea, close-up 63S»- gl tribunal deja constancia que las fo to- 
grafias fueron tomadas en su presencia y sus reproducciones son fieles 
y exacts© de los heehos evidenciados en la present© inspecci6n y orde- 
na agregarlas al expedients .- por quanto no exists otra ailigencia - 
qua practicar el tribuns 1 acuerda regresar a su sede ord inaria, sien- 
do las 10*00 boras de la ma liana.- ejs todo, tSrrnino, se leyo y confor- 
ms s firman.- ‘ Vr' x 


SL ffOTIFXCAOO 

QCJJi SE NSOO A FJHKAR 



BIk KECAKICOi y* 

' u •• --*• 

LA. SECRSTARIA AGO*# 
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Ciudadano 

Albogada Gladys Guadalupe Giron 

•JUE2 DEL WJHTCIPtO SANTIAGO MARlJfo DEL ESTADO ARA.GUI 

SuDespacho.- 

Yo, ARACELIS DEL VALLE USDANETA N., venezolana, mayor de edad, domieiliada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V~7.082.174, abogada 
en ejercicio, inscrita en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30,706, procediendo en este acto 
en mi caracter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de instrumento poder otorgado por ante la 
Notaria Publica Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cual quedo anotado 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones Ilevados por esa Notaria Publica, 
que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compania antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante ei 
Registro Mercantil que Bevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Xnstancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo ei N° l, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante ei ''Registro mercantil 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo; De conformidad 
con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo 
Civil, juro la urgencia del case, solicit© la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie. el requisito de la distribucion, con. el fin 
de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direccion que oportunamente ie sefialare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 
PRIMERQ De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido ei Tribunal, de un 
vehiculo Marca: Ford. Model© : Explorer, y 'el tipo, color y placas, que presenta el vehiculo 
inspeccionado, SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro (4) cauchos 
instalados en cada uno de sus fines TERCBRO : De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de 
los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los lines del vehiculo inspeccionado. CUARTO : De 
las condiciones generates de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo 
inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. Q UINTQ : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de 
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los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. SEXTO : Se 
tomen fotografias de la carroceda y las condiciones en que se encuentra el vehicitlo 
inspeccionado. SEPTIMO : Se deje constancia de las condiciones general es en que se 
encuentra la carroceda del vehiculo inspeccionado. De cualquier otro hecho o 
circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de senalar en su debida oportunidad. Solicito de 
conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, en 
concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem. se ordene la reproduction 
fotografica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de cualquier otro que expresamente 
me reservo senalar en la oportunidad de la practica de dicha Inspection Judicial y que, a tal 
efecto, se designe un practico fotografo y un practico mecanico. Asimismo, solicito al 
Tribunal que las referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su presencia y que son 
reproducciones fieles y exactas de los Hechos evidenciados en la presente Inspeccion 
Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta 
Inspeccion Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea 
devueha en original junto con sus resuhas. Es gracia que espero, en la fecha de su 
presentacion. 
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notaria publica sexia 
DE VALENCI^fTOC 5 ' 
Iplanilla n*_ — 


Yo, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, estad^nia^^my^de edad, , 
hdbil en derecho, domiciliado en la chided de Valencia, Estado^Wabff&^y titular de 
la cedula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 4 
Firestone Venezolana), sociedad inscrits por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevd el 
Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instanoia en lo Civil y. Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 
Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 

1^ compiladaS sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea 
General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inncrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 
de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997,. bajo 
el Nro. 2, Tomo 8- A, autorizado para este acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 
Duodecima en su parte “C” del Documento Constitutive Estatutario. por el presente 
documento declare: Que confiero e.n nomore de mi representada. Poder especial pero ^ 
arnplio y bastante cuanto en derecho se requiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 
COLMENARES 7ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 

i ; IB 

edad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titulares de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 

1 , i« 

y 7.082.174, respectivamente,. inscritos por ante el Enstituto de Prevision Social del 
Abogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 

i : is . 

domicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 

i 10 

acciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 

I * 20 

VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 

i *i 

mandato, quedan .facultados los prenombrados Apoderados para intenlar, contestar 

8 7 28 

demandas, darse por citados y notificados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 

> £ ___ 8* 

reconvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 

l — *4 

derecho, promover y. evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 

5 _ - _ .. 7 7 - - *6 

ejeeutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, 

> SR 


inclusive el de Casacion, hacer po’sturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciones. Los 

r 

apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especial es para asuntos determinados cuando 

. - *8 

lo juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, sustituirlos en todo o en parte, 

» „ £9 

reservandose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 




PorBFVZ 
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.OLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA. 

SEXTA DE\ VALENplA. 

'Hun ( 

anien oi documcnto, redactado por el Abogado: 



f Insorito en el INPREABOGADO bajo el No 
iga su AUTENTICACION Y DEVOLUCION, segiin planilla N“ 
de./eojia: 14 | ,0 | 2000. Presente(s) su(s) otorgante(s) dijo(eron) 

* JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALFAREZ lAztmwdo in M e nniitin . 


llamarse: 

da Plllldlntl dl "BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.")... 



De estado civil: 


Titular (es) de la (s) Cddula (s) de Identidad Numero (s) 


E-SI . 607,491. 


'gxjxfdo y conirontado el original con* sus Fotocopias y iirmada en estas y en el presente 
iEi ^ Original en presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (los) OTORQANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 
A-ffi tONTENIDO ES CIERTO.J MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APAEECE (N) 

i^AL PIE DEL INSTRUMENTO LA NOTARIO en tal virtud, lo declara AUTENTICADO 
en presencia de los testigos escribientes: MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 
Titulares de las C&Julas de Identidad Ntimeros V-4.872.554 Y V-4.684.501, dej&ndolo 
inserto bajo el N° * TOMO de los libros de AUTENTTCACIONES 

llevados por esta Notaria. LA U0TAR10 QfJE SUSCRIBE HA CE COWSTAJ? QUE TUVO PARA SU 
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A/ V pEWLUCICN REGISTRO VE BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. ,INS- 


ipS?at:g0K AWfE EL REBISTRO MERCANTIE SUE ELEPO EL JilZGAVO VE PRIMERA INS-- 
M' CIVIL V MERCAVTI L EE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPC10N JUDICIAL, EN FECRA 
El W- I, COUPILAVAS SUS REFORM AS EN UN SOLO ..CUERPO SEGUN . 
cS*®S=tfe ACTA PE ASAM8LEA GENERAE EXTRAORPINARIA PE ACCIONISTAS, INSCRITA 
E« EE REGSITRO MERCANTIE PRIMERO PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN*fE— 
CRA IMC1-97, BAJO EL N* 2, TOMO S-A, AUTORIIAVO PARA ESTE ACTO -SEGUN 
EPIPENCIA EN EA CLAUSULA VUOCECUfA EN SU PARTE "C" PEL VOCUHENTO CONSTITUA 
TIVO ESTATUTARIO. E IGUALMENTE VEJA COMSTAR QUE PARA ESTE ACTO AUTORIZO 
A LA' CIUPAPANA MARIA VICTORIA ROPRIGUEZ CON CEPUEA PE IPENTIPAP P-7.09*. 
ICS, ESCRIBfENTE I PE ESTA NOTARIA PARA PRESENCIAR PICHO OTORGAMIENTO CON- 
FORME EL AR TICUEP Z9 PEL REGLAM ENTO PE NOTARIAS .PUBEICAS EN LAS OFICINAS 
P EeZ0JTnx£gH CARRETERA pieja pia LOS GUAPOS EN PALENCIA, a LAS Z.OC PM.. 




EL POPERPANTE. 
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gn el dis de boy ^res (5) de Abril del ano Dos nil yno, siendo las 
8*20 boras de la manana, previa hsbilitacifib del fciempo necesario - 
se traslado y constifcuy6 el tribunal en compsnis de la ^bogado A^a- 
celis del valle Urdaneta, inscrita en el irapreabogado *;ro. 30.706 - 
en su carUcter de apoderada judicial de gridgestone yirestone yene- 
zolana c*A.*> a Is .siguiente direccion vis La ^ncrucijads, ysfcacio- 
namienfco 2000, jurisdiccion del unicipio Santiago ariilo del Dsta- 
do A^sgua, ,o los fines de prscticar mspeccidn judicial a que se — 
confcrae la present© solicitud, pre sente el ciudadano JULIO FLORAS - 
BREA, titular de la c£dula de identidad Kro. 344.915* quien el tri- 
bunal le impuso de su m isi6n y permit io el acceso al Taller Estacio 
namienfco 2000® gn esfce esfcado el Tribunal designs corao Experto fofco 
grafo al ciudadano JORGE ANTONIO C0U-IGNARE3, titular de la c£d$tla- 
d© identidad nro. 386®596, y eomo perito mecanico al ciudadano DA- 
VID GONCALVES* titular de la clduls de identidad Rro. 11*089.574, - 
quienes estando presentes aceptaron el cargo y juraron cmmplir bien 
y fielmente. gn este estado el Tribunal pass a dejar constancia so- 
bre los particulsres contenidos en la present© solicitud de la si — 
guiente manera* AL ^RIM-^RO: El tribune! ieja constancia que donde — 
se encuentra constituido bay un vehiculo marc a ford, modelo Tgxplo— 
rer > XLT 4x4 Ano 1.998, color azui, placa DAp21y,- AL EEGUNDO : El - 
tribunal deja constsncia con la ayuda del experfco que el vehiculo - 
inspeccionado posee 4 cauebos insfcalido^ en cada uno de sus re.spec- 
tivos rinss o- AL TERCEROs El tribunal dejr consfcanaia con la ayuda- 
del experto. que el caucbo delantero derecho es de marcs good-year, - 
tipo wrangler Rt/s medida p.255/70 r16, serial DOT HKCU NCHR 2900, - 
caugho delantero izquierdo marca rood-year, tipo mangier, rt/$- me— 
dida p255/70 Rl6, serial, dot MKCU NCHR 2900, caucho fcrssero derecho 
marca good-year, tipo wrangler, rt/s medida p255/70 r16 serial DOT- 
MKGU NCHR 2S00, caucho fcrssero izquierdo de marcs good-year, tipo - 
wrangler Rt/s medida p255/70 r 16, serial DOT MKCU HCRR 2900.- AL — 
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OUA.HTO! Ei tribunal deja constancia con la ayuda del experto que los 
cuatros oauchos instalados en el vehiculo inspeccionado se encuentran 
en perfectos estado (nuevos).- a.L 1UHTT0: si tribunal deja constancia 
que se le tomo fotografia a cada uno ds los cauchos instalados en ca— ' 
da linos, de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado,- aj, SEXTO: III tribu- 
nal deja constancia que se le tomo fotografia a la carrooeria y la co n 
dici6n que presents el vehiculo inspeccionado.- &L SE-FTIKO: El tribu 
nal deja constancia con la ayuda del experto que el vehiculo inspec- 
cionado presents descuadre severe generalizado, hundimiento severe > del 
techo, descuaare de todas sus puertas y paraies, explosi6n de fcodda — 
los vidrios, descuadre total ce su. parte frontal y su parte trjasera.— 
En este estado la solicitante solid ita »1 tribunal se dejs constaheib- 
del kilometraje que ce evidancia en el rnomento de Id inspeccifin, ignal 
mente si posee caucho de repuesio, que aenale la marca, tipo, medida y 


serial y el estado. del raismo y que se agreguen las fotograf ias,- gn — 
este. estado el tribunal pasa a dejar constancia de los hechos pedidos- 
por la solicitante* eI tribunal deja constancia con la ayuda del exper 
to que el kilometraje es de 43. 945 » el vehiculo inspeccionado posee — 
caucho de repuesto marcs good-year, tipo wrangler, Rt/§ raedida p255/70 
r 16 serial do? KTrCU NCHR 2900, y se encuentra en perfeoto estado (sin- 
uso).— gn este estado el tribunal acuerda agregar las fotos tomadas r— 
por el experto en el vehiculo inspeccionado a la presente inspecci6n.~ 
jijl tribunal deja constancia que la tnarca de la rjamara utilizads para - 
tomar las fotograf ias es una Polaroid Tnstantanea, close—uo 6p6.- por 
cuanto no exist e otra diligencia que practical’ el tribunal scuerda $*e- 
gresar a su sedeo 6rdinari3 siendo las 9 : 00 boras de la manana.- ].;i; to 


do ter mine, se leyo • y.' c’cnfprmes firman.- 




EL UOTIFICADO BO FIHMO'POR 
CAMBIO DE GUARD IA. F IRMA EL 
FROPIETARIO DEL ESTACIONAJs^JB 


EE EXPERTO HJCATl 
C (n^LLi v 'cAC.d ‘f'- 



EL EXPERT 0 FOTOGRAEO 


L/V-S50RETARIA ACtJIDKHTAL 
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c '\ ) 


/...GADO T)KL NITHICIPIO vATiTTAOC ^RlT'C D~L 55Td.| ARA.CUA . - 
Turinero, Tres (03) de Abi’I.I 1? ?001 


A nos IRQ a y 1 Aqo 


5vs.ciw.fl3 oo.mo ha si do la pr^sentr- solid tud i^sto Tribunal 
acuerda devdvnr original con bus mfinltas. 


La Jue 2 . Pr o? f i s or* i 0 

// . . . / - 


^ : ' ^La^S-eci ' o ta 1 ia A c r. 

' (/. 
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Ciudadana 

JUZGADO DEL MUNICIPIO SANTIAGO MARINO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 
JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO ARAGUA 
Su Despacho- 

Yo, ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N.. venezolana, mayor de edad, domiciliada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V-7.082.174, abogada 
en ejercicio, inscrita en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706, procediendo en este acto 
en mi caracter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de mstnjmento poder otorgado por ante la 
Notaria Publica Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cual quedo anotado 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones llevados por esa Notaria Publica, 
que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compania antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que lievo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun eonsta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad 
con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo 
Civil, jure la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisito de la distribucion, con el fin 
de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direccion que oportunamente le senalare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspeccion Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 
PRIMERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un 
vebiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, y el tipo, color y piacas, que presenta ei vehiculo 
inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo ' antes identificado, tiene cuatro (4) cauchos 
instalados en cada uno de sus lines. TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de 
los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. CUARTQ : De 
las condiciones generates de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo 
inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. QUINTO : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de 
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los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado, SE3CTO : Se 
tomen fotografias de la earroceria y las condlciones en que se encuentra el veMcuio 
inspeccionado, SEFTIMQ : Se deje constancy de las condidones g&ierales en que se 
encuentra la earroceria del vehiculo mspeecionado De euaiquier otro hecho o 
circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de senalar en su debida oportunidad. Solicit© de 
conformidad con los articxiios 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, en 
concordancia con lo pre-vista en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la reproduscion 
fotografica de los hechos expresamente especifteados y de euaiquier otro que expresamente 
me reserve senalar en la oportunidad de la practice de dicha Inspeccidn Judicial y que, a tal 
efecto, se designs un pracrico fotografo y un practice mecamec. Asimismo, solicito al 
Tribunal que las referidas fotografias fiieron realizadas en su presencia y que son 
reproducciofies freles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presents Inspeccion 
Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta 
Inspeccion Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que tarn vez evacuada la presents solicited, me sea 
devueita en original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que espero, en la fecha de su 
presectacion. 



1460 



NOTARtA PUBL1CA sEx f£- 
OEVALENCI*££^ 


Yo, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, 

jhabtl en derecho, domiciliado en la ciudr.d de Valencia, Estado 


'li cedula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de i 

.1 ___ __ _ . 

BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENTZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. ; 


Firestone Venezolana), sociedad inscritc por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo el 



Juzgado Segundo de Primera lnstancia e.i lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 
Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 
1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo .cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea 
General Extraordinary de Accionistas inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 
de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 


u 

14 

1 S' 

I 

16 

4 


el Nro. 2, Tomo 8- A, autorizado para the acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 
Duodecima en su parte “C” del Documeito Constitutive Estatutario, por el present* 
documento declare: Que confiero en nomite de mi representada, Poder especial pero 
areplio y bastante cuanto en derecho se ri.quiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 
COLMENARES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 
edad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titulars • de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 
y 7,082.174, respectivamente, inscritos f Or ante el instituto de Prevision Social del 
jj'Aboga&o bajo ios numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 
domicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 
acciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 


mandate, quedan .facuitados los prenomtrados Apoderados para intentar, contestar 
demandas, darse por citados y notillc&dos; oponer y contestar excepciones y 
reconvqncion.es, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 
derechqjs promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y i 
Vjejs^utivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, J 
^inclusive ei de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicacioues. Los j 
apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiales para asuntos determinados cuando 


lo juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, sustituirlos en todo o en parte, j 
reservandose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 


J 28 
28 

J 85 
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iOLIVARIANA DE 
SEXTA 

'QO- 



VENEZUELA. 

DE, VALENCIA. 


r : , - V ■_ 

ded " j 

rior documento, redactado por el Abogado ^ RA N 

„ ^Inscrito ea el INPRE ABOGADO bajo el No 67252. Fue 

su AUTENTICACION Y DEV OLU CION , segiin plaiulla N° 
*^ 36798. _de fecjia: 24 | 10 | 2000. Preseate(s) su(s) otorgante(s) dijo(eron) 

llamarse: ^ JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ (Ac tuando en &u da.fia.UtK . 

dz ?Kt&ldzn£z dz "8RI VGESTOHE FIRESTONE VENEZOLAWA, CLA.")..* 





Titular (es) de la (s) Cedula (s) de Identidad Numero (s) ^- 81 ,607. 491 


■j.. . 1 'v^vLeldo Y confrontado el original con sus Fotocopias y flrmada en estas y en el presente 
- ■!- i -original en presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (los) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 

ii# . fcONTENIDO ES CIERXD, J MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 

.■?//- r A : 

***' AL PIE DEL 3NSTRUMENTO LA NOTARIO en tal virtud, lo declara AUTENTICADO 

6e«to 

, -en presencia de los testigos escribieates:. MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 
Titulares de las Cddulas de Identidad Niimeros V-4. 872.554 Y V-4.AR4.501, dejdndolo 
* inserto bajo el N° TOMO de los libros de AUTENTICACIONES 


Uevados por esta Notaria. IA NOTARIO QUE SUSCRI8E PACE CONSTAR QUE TUVO PARA SU 
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"mutt 


~*val 


OLIVARIANA DE 
ICfy) SEXTA 

'OP C 



VENEZUELA. 


.. uO 9# 


VALENCIA. DE^ 5 






anterior documento, redactado por el Abogado: _ 


^GIKART Cgg / 

Inscrito ea eL INPREABOGADO bajo el No 67252. Fue 

presentadiF^ara su AUTENTICACION Y DEVOLUCION, segun planilla N° 
^ 3679S. ..de fecha: ^ i 1 2000. Presente(s) su(s) otorgante(s) dijo(eron) 
ll amar se: JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ (AeZutf-ndo an -su canac-tan. 

de P>izA4.dzyUz da "BRIPGESTdNE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C. A. 





Titular (es) de la (s) Cddula (s) de Identidad Numero (s) 6 °7. 497 • 


.a* 
•A' , 

-V : 5 


: \ Lefdp y ccnfrontado el original con sus Fotocopias y flnnada en estas y en el presente 
: ^original en presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (los) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 


ggj£; , CONTENIDO ES CI'ERTO,.y MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
'f i?l fe^FAL PIE DEL INSTRUMENTO LA NOTARIO en tal virtud, 3o declara AUTENTICADO 
en presencia de los testigos escribientes; MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 
Titulares de las Cddulas de Identidad Numeros V-4, 872.554 Y V-4. 684.501, dejdndolo 
inserto bajo el N° 4K . TOMO T>- . de los libros de AUTENTICACIONES 

llevados por esla Notaria. LA NOTARIO QUE SUSCXIEE PACE CONST AX QUE TUVO PARA SU 
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REGISTRO PE 8RIPGEST0NE FIRESTONE UENEZOLANA, C. A., INS- 
EL REGISTRO MERCAVTIL HUE LLEl/O EL JUZGAPO PE PRIMERA INS— 
CII/IL V MERCA NEIL PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN FECHA 
EL N 2 I, CPMPIUPAS SUS REFORMAS EN UN SOLO CUERPO SEGUN' 
ACTA PE ASAMBLEA GENERAL EXTRAORPINARIA PE ACCIOWISFAS, INSCRITA 
EN EL REGSITRO MERCANTIL PRIMERO PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN FE— 
CHA 29-01-91, BA JO EL N- 2, TOMO «-A, AUTORIZAPO PARA ESTE ACTO SEGUN SE 
EVIPENCIA EN LA CLAUSULA PUOPECIMA EN SU PARTE "C" PEL POCUMENTO CONSTITU- 
TING ESTATUTARIO. E IGUALMENTE PEJA CONSTAR 2UE PARA ESTE ACTO AUTORIZO 
A LA CIUPAPANA MARIA PICTORIA ROPRIGUEZ CON CEPULA PE IPENTIPAP N-7. 09$. 
tot, ESCRIBfliNTE I PE ESTA NOT ARIA PARA PRESENCIAR PIC HO OTORGAMIENTO CON- 
FORME EL ARTICULO 29 PEL REGLAMENTO PE NOT ARIAS PUBLICAS EN LAS 0 FICINAS 
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Bn el dia de hoy, Cinco (5) de Marzo del Ano Dos Mil Uno, siendo las 
2*00 horas de la tarde, previa habilitacifin del tiempo neeesario, se 
fcraslado y constituyo el tribunal en compania de la Abogado Araceiis 
^Urdaneta, inpreabogado Nro. 30.706, a la siguiente direccidn carrete 
ra Naeionalvia La Enorucijeds, Kstacionaraiento 2000, Municipio San- 
tiago SMarifio del Estado Aragua, a loa Tines de practicar inspecciSn- 
jud^icial a que se contrae la presente solicitud. presente el ciudad^a 
no t;lias Alberto Mi So coll, titular de la e£dula de identidad Nro. - 
V0643737, en su carficter de propietario del Esta ciona mien to2Q0B' nos- 
perraitio el acceso al sitio a inspeccionar,- En este estado el Tribu 
nal designa oomo Experto fotogrefo al ciudadano jorge Antonio colme- 
nares, titular de la c$dula de identidad Rro. 386.596 y como perito- 
meeanico al ciudadano David ooncalves, titular de la cidula de iden- 
tidad Nro. 11.089*574, quienes estando presentes aceptaron el cargo- 
y juraron cunplir bien y fiemente. En este estado el Tribunal pasa a 
dejar constancia sobre los particulares contenidos en la presente so 
licitud de la siguiente manera* AL PRIMEROsEl tribunal deja Constan- 
tsa que realmente aonde este constituido se encuentra un vehiculo — 
Marca Ford, Modelo Explored color azuI, placa KAK94-L*- AL SEGUNDO:*" 

• El tribunal deja constancia que el vehiculo ante identifies do tiene- 
i colocado fcres oauchos y uno se encuentra en la parte trasera del ca- 
rro.- AL TERCER0: El tribunal deja constancia que la maroa del cau— 
cho es good-year, tipo wrangler. Rt/s, medida LT235/75R.15* serial - 
DOT PBHL 2a 84 3200, y el raismo se encuentra colocado en la parte de- 
lantera derecha, caucho delantero izquierdo que esta dentro de la ca 
mioneta el mismo es marca good-year, tipo wrangler Rt/s, madid a jjs - 
235/75 R15, serial DOT PBHL 2a84 3200, caucho trasero derecho marca- 
good-year, tipo wrangler Rt/s, raedida ex 235/75 Rl5* serial DOT PBHL 
2a84 3200, el caucho trasero izquierdo marca good-year, .tipo wrangler 
rt/s j raedida LT 235/75 Rl5* serial DOT PBHL 2a84 3200 y todos poseen- 
1 . sus rines. AL CUART0: El tribunal deja constancia que las condiciones 
genera les de los cauchos instalados y con cade uno de sus rines, los— 
cauchos se encuentran en buen estado, y solo el caucho delantero iz — 
quierdo se encuentra con una perforacidn en unos de.ius lados, cuanto 
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a los Pinas los qu* estan oolocados al lado derech'o tanto delantero 
dobo trsaaro preseotsn daflos pop iapaotos y los Pinas iaqniandos — 
tsnto el' dalantero ooiao el trasero se ensuentrsn en buen estado., — 
iguaimente el tribunal iejs oonstanoia qua la bands d# rodaeaierito - 
de los cauobos idantif ioedoa ae encuentran en perfeofio estado. aL- 
QOXBTOi El tribunal deje constanois que se le toao fotografis a se- 
cts uno de los cauobos inatoladoa son sus pines al vehieulo inspec— 
oionadoe- At SEXTO: El tribunal deja oonatanoia que se tomarob foto 
grafts a la caprooeria del oarro en las oondioones q«e sen enouea-- 
tra el vehioulo.- al SEPTIHOi El tribunal deja oonatanoia son la — 
ayuda del experto que el vehioulo inspeooionado presents desouadre- 
generalizado, desimadre de corapa cto , fcponpa deaouadroda, la expoaidn 
de sasi todos aus vidrios, handintiento de la parte izquierda da la - 
oarro eerie, techo totalnente inaervible, puertas y mar cos ' de souadr a- 
dos, abollsduroa y rasponea multiples.- gt OCTAVO s En eate eatedo la 
aolioitanto solioite al tribunal que se deje oonatanoia del Kilome- 
tre je, del afio y si preaenta cauoho de respeuto el auto inspeeciona# 
do y dial eatado que preaenta el oauobo de respnasfco.- an eat# estado 
81 tribunal aeuerda lo solioitado por la parte solioitante y deja — 
oonatanoia que el kiloraetraje que se evidenoia al raoaento de la ina- 
pe a a iSn es 61,178, el afio del vehioulo inspeocionado 1.998, el oauobo 
de respmasto que a# encuentra an el vehioulo inspeooionado es de naroa 
good-year tlpo wrangler qt/sn iaedida is 235/75 R15, aerial do? PBEL * 
2a84 3200 y el raismo se enouentrs en parfecto estado de conservaoiin- 
(nuewo).- gl tribunal deja oonatanoia que la mares do la camera utili 
nada.es Polaroid xnstantaneo cloaa-up 636.- gl tribunal deja cons ten- 
ds que laa fotografiaa fueron tonadas en su preaenoia y que son repro 
duccionea son fields y exaotss de las bechos evidenoiados en ia presea 
to jnapecciin y ordona agregsrls al expedient*,- por euanto no existe- 
otra dilitanoia que paroitoar el tribunal aeuerda r»®?eaar a su sad# - 
ordinsria, siend&‘ r laa 2|35 horas de la tarde gs todo ter'mino, se la- - 
yo y conformed firman,- 
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a* •* 

EL EXPERTO FOTOGRAFO 



EL APODERADO JUDICIAL 

/ 
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/...SADO DEL MUNICIPJO SANT I ABO MARIRO DEL ESTADO ARflQUA,- 
TURMERO. Cinco rte Marj-p del ano Dos Mil Uno.~ 


Evaeuada como ha side, la solicitucl por este Tribunal, 
sb acusrda en cons&cuencia devolver original con sus result as 
a la parte sol icit ante . 

la juez PRdviabRio, ' 

' J j 

ABG. GUADALUPE SIRONV'DIAZ 




Lft SECRETARIA ACC. . 

rIR8f«TTE M, IBARRA U. 


En esta misroa fecha ss hi 2 6 como fu£ ordenado en 
el auto anterior.- 

La-Stria, acc. „ 
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An© 
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Ciudadana 

JUEZA DEL MUNTCIPIO ROMULO GALLEGOS DE I.A ClRCIDcSCRIPCION 
JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO APURE 
Su Despacho.- 

Yo, ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N., venezolana, mayor de edad. domiciliada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V-7 082 174, abogada 
en ejercicio, inscrita en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706, procediendo en este acto 
en mi caracter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de instrumento poder otorgado por ante la 
Notaria Publica Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cual quedo anotado 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones llevados por esa Notaria Publica, 
que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compania antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que Ilevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad 
con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo 
Civil, juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisito de la distribucion, con el fin 
de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direccion que oportunamente le senalare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspeccion Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 
P RIMERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un 
vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, tipo, color, ano y placas, que presenta el 
vehiculo inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro (4) 
cauchos instalados en cada uno de sus rines. TERCERO : De la marca, tipo y serial de cada 
uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 
C UARTO : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los 
rines del vehiculo inspeccionado QUTNTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las 
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condiciones en que se encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado SEXTO Se deje constancia de 
las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado De 
cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de senalar en su debida 
oportunidad. Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de 
Procedimiento Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene 
la reproduccion fotografica de los hechos expresamente especificados v de cualquier otro 
que expresamente me reservo senalar en la oportunidad de la practica de dicha Inspeccion 
Judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practico fotografo v un practico mecanico. 
Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que las referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su 
presencia y que son reproducciones fteles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la 
presente Inspeccion Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean 
agregadas a esta Inspeccion Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente 
solicitud, me sea devuelta en original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que espero, en la 
fecha de su presentation. 
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PLAfJILLA 

DERECHOS. 


~OE VALEN CIA^ y‘y 


CA 


Yo, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, estadouniderise^Tmayoy/de edad, 
■habil en derecho, domiciliado en !a ciudtd de Valencia, Estado Carab£>fecTf'y titular de 


la cedula de Identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de 


BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 


^ j Firestone Venezolana), sociedad inscritr por ante el Registro Mercantil que ilevo el 
jjuzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia e.i lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 
I Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 
jl, compiiadas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asambiea 
iGeneral Extraordinaria de Accionistas inrcrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 
de la Circunscripcion judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 
el Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para cite acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula j 
Duodecima en su parte “C” del Decumeito Constitutive Estatutario, por el presente 
jdocumento declare: Que confiero en nom >re de mi representada, Poder especial pero 
iamplio y bastante cuanto en dereciio se requiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 
ICOLMENARES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 
ledad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titulare". de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 
|y 7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos p or ante el Instituto de Prevision Social del 
iAbogado bajo ios numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ainbos de este 
, domic ilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan Ios derechos, j 
lacciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE j 
; VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente | 
imandato, quedan facultados los prenomtrados Apoderados para intentar, conteslar • 
jdemandas, darse por citados y notificados; oponer y contestar exeepciones y j 
; reconvene ion es, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de ] 
derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y j 
■ejecutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o exfraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, ! 

: inclusive el de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicacioues. Los = 
j apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiales para asnntos determinadns cuando 
;lo juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, sustituirlos en todo o en parte, 
reservandose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 
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B is Jos Tribunaies, funcionarios y Organ ism os competentes de la RepubHca. 31 
y -Municipios, y demas personas naturales o juridicas de caracter publico o 32 
£ntefidido que las facultades aqui enunciadas son a titulo meramente^^ 
&ias;rib taxativo. Se hacen dos ejemplares de un mismo tenor y a un solo - 4 
efe^te^Valeflcfe, en la fecha de su autenticacion.- ■ 5 ‘ s 
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EE^UBDIE?fJ^BOUVARIANA DE VENEZUELA 


NGftMlA :'’-PE 

fhh ' 


SEXTA ^DE 


VALENCIA. 



DE&' 1 Mi^fer^id|| 
— -delDoe^it. [jj 


arjjL inr documento, redactado por el Abogado: FgA ^ CTg ■ G ^ WA ^ r ^ y. 
[nscrito en el INPREABOGADO bajo el No 67252. ~ Fue 
nresentaJcr — Sara $u AUTENTICACION 


nF.vm.UCION_ serin Dlanilla N° 


36798. 


llamarse: 
da Pte-fi-tdente 


_de fecha: 14 i 10 \ 2000. Presente(s) su(s) otorgante(s) dijo(eron) 
JORGE ANTO NIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ (A c£u.a.ndo en iu. ca.nac.tzt . 
de. "BRJVGESTOME FIRESTONE l/ENEZOLANA, C.A.*] 


. ; -:Mayor (es) de edad, domiciliado (s) en: VALENCIA. 


Nacionalidad (as): ^WMItCBSE, 


De estado civil: . 


V — 


Titular (es) de la (s) Cedula (s) de Identidad Numero (s) E-SI *607. 491. _ 


'~y<\ 

Lddo y confrontado et original con sus Fotocopias y ftrmada en estas y en el presente 
.original en presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (’os) OTORGANTE (S) expuso ^eron) SU 
CONTENfDO ES CIERTO,.Y MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FrRMA(S) QUO APARECE (N) 
AL PIE DEL INSTRUMENTO LA NOTARIO en tal virtud, :o declara AUTENTICADO 
en presencia de los testigos escribientes: MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BO ADA 
Tilulares de las C^dulas de Identidad Numeros V-4. 872.554 Y V-4. 684.501, dej&ndolo 
inserlo bajo el N° 4 ^ * TOMO , de (os libros de AUTENTICACIONES 

llevados por esta Notaria. LA NOTARIO QUE SUSCR1BE HACE COMSTAR QUE TUVO PARA SU 
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REPUBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA 
NIINISTERIO DE INFRAESTfIuCTURA 
DtRECCION GENERAL SECTORIAL DEL SERVICIO AUTONOMO 
DE TRANSPORT^ Y TRANSITO TERRESTRE 
DIRECCION DE VIGILANCIA 

UNIDAD ESTArAL DE VIGILANCIA DE TRANSITO TERRESTRE N° 44 APURE 
OFICINA PROCESADORA DE ACCIDENTES 



N° DEEXPEDIENTE • 004— gooi » , 

LEY DE TRANSITO TERRESTRE ARff^ULO 
N° 76 PARAGRAFO SEGUNDO: 


“ EN CAS<3 DE AQCIDENTES DE 
TRANSITO DONDE RES10,TEN PERSONAS 
LESIONADAS O FALLECIDAS, 
AUTORIDAD ADMINISTRATIVA QUE 
CONOZCA QEL CASO, EXPEDIRA COPIA 
CERTIFICADA DE LAS ACTUACIONES QUE 
HAY A PROCESAD& AUN EN EL SUMARIO 
A REQUERIMIENTO DEL JUEZ QUE 
CONOZCA DE LA CAUSA CIVIL 0 DE 
PARTE INTERESADA “ 

EL TRANSITO ES UN PROBLEMA DE 
TODOS 

JEFE DE LA SALA: TaiEHmio ielgaj o 
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HS PUHLI ffA. BOLIVABIAKA DE VENEZUELA 
midis ibkio is iggBAis fpggc idea 
S3B7ICI0 AUTONOMO DE TEANSPCHTE Y teansito teebesthb 
nr EEC CION IS VI GI LANCIA 

UNIDAD ffilATAS'- IB VIGILANCIA DE TRAN3ITO TSTfRTS THE D®44 APOES 
PUIS ID HE VIGILANCIA Y AUHLIO VIAL MANTECA! 

0 0 g A 1 D 0: 


dr cuanto de la solicitud interpuesta por el Ciudadapo: HAVIB GOffCALVBS MALPI CA 



, titular de la Cedula de Ideotidad N° 11.069, 57 4 


relacionada con las actuaciooes por Accidente de Transito de Expediente 

signado coo el N° n 004—2001 ” encontrandose las mismas en este despacho en 

proceso de instruction, se acuerda expedir las Copias requeridas de conformidad con lo 
establecido en el Articulo 76 paragrafo Segundo de la Ley de Transito Terrestre, y se comisiona 
al C/2N0 (tt)1557 JOSE EEBEStO PABBA . 


, para fotocopiar los folios contenidos en dicbo Expediente y 
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>?V M1N1STER1Q DE INPRAESTRUCTURA 

" , direcciOn general sectorial del servicio atjtOnomo 

\ DE TRANS.PORTE Y TRANSITO 1XRRESTRE 

... % DIRECCION DE VIGILANC-W, 

> ^fUNlDAD ESTATAL i)E ViG I LANCIA DE TRANSITO TERRESTRE N° 44 A? LIRE 
PJi OKU ’IN A PUt X* ESA DO l tA PF. aCCIPENTES 


ACTA POLICIAL 


VMrtkMO? 02 .u- IBP i ge 2001 UU CHtU 

misma fecha in* 52tlQ^| (.'o kijjh tec 16 amt cate Despacho cl funcioiiurio 

o/aa)(w? j c sb kh us to iumx Je 

lilacu 3t?5T utlscrito a lu Direction dc Vigilanda , cstaado debidainentc 

jurumcatiuio y dc conformidad con cl Art. 8i> de la I/Cy dc Trinalto 1‘errcstre cu coucordaucia 
con cl Articulo 108 dc Codigo Orgdoico Procesai Pcimt deja constancia de !a siguiente diligcncia 
Policial efeetuada cu la jncscuic it' cri^uuciuti: 

gljngft ly 121 10 B e, dal j tf a d> ho y> aggOfegOgj; 

*acon-trandom« da flerviedo an 




ld o an al mil danoaflnado Oarratara Kaelonal HBrHacal-BmjnnO 
oter Caioara, daede lend* habiac traaladado mas personas la - 


onadaaal Hoopl ■tal Han^n luema a a afl te loo a lid.ed, a» » 

diate na-trasladd a dloho Can-tro is lsfoalel. doada audt obaar - 
var tae >inVfan Ingres ados ^aroa paiao^aB laaleesdee ■ ^ 

ola Oil aoddan-ta , lua go as ctranlajo aai la BraV OiBaat BX7BB0 
nddlo o do guardla da dlo ho Can -t ro tulea as a minis -to? da-ms v - 
dlag idsjUoo de las personas laalqn adas, l nago aa malado al al- 
tlo del a e olden -fee y el logger almdano pods ot»errar laTeraoidad 
dad ds loe heohoa me se -tra-taba da tm Phone mm Oble-tn glia - 
(Axfeol) 7 Voloamieato faera da la rfa con laBianadoa* lu* 


la» nadldas da aegondad y an el maao aa an ocmtra' 


alfa da la Onardla 


eicaal P BIBO OmilSBO y Ouardla Badsnal SUMS BOOSSO 34BBXCS. 


laa a lamos ous tedlaten el wiitmiii c»?»1c"ftn In plorar, aala r do- 
rado , ylaoaa Qlg-92»i la ocal era a anda ol da nor al wand«n+e Oo - 
raat l dal aitrol- to JOBBB to BIBS ODUgHK aifla fcshfa aide '*M - 
l adado basts a l Boaji-tal Mar tin letaia. da Maptaeal ra ana hatrf— 

~~^^dal aooldan-ta y luago alabord al Oiaanla d al ao p ldan-ta , m*. 
f^Ofigido sl vehloulo an BU yaadal^i fnj fl fiem Seh 11 - 

aajha Jtaeur oan todaa ana raepae-U- w nad ddae anaoW| an al Its- 
gar yide otaarsa r <na al vaHoulo dajf naaoada 21,00 ndiawa da - 
hnalleB aa la sons Tarda al a all roe da la r£e, 14 adtros la do - 
V. 1 g a e.V. 
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dareelio 7 6?00 ffidtroa lado latuiexdo da aazoaa da oclaadaa yaia ada 
plants 3»00 nrftxos lado dare oho 7 2,00 aitroa lado iaquiaxdo tasMan- 
fe naxcas da oolaadaa dajadaa aaroadaa an al pavlnanto por diaho n> 
fceulo, al Pteto da Inpaoto faadd sobxa al ixtel a tea dieteneia de- 
bexde da la via da S’, 90 mdtxoa', dal horde da la via con xalaoidn- 
^ <ty . — fat da Impao-to al 8Js Trasaro dal rablsulo fuadS a una die ten - 
oia da 7*00 adlxos, dal Bje Srasexs al Boxde da la via tuadd a tea — 
dia-tencia da IC’jOO adtsss, dal Sja dalaetexo dal vsbleulo al boxda - 
da la via fuadd a una dig -ten cl a da 3*00 Itd-troa^ al «na>i»- To y£sl - 
alda 10,00 wive** laago aaoanos al vahloulo haola la via y lo re - 
m oloaaoe hae'ta el Si taoionamiento •VUlaJafle” da ManteealS Sasakda - 
Santa na txaalado da nuavo al Hoapltal Martin Tji oanR, deeds sta lnior 
aa la Bcs£ OA3M23T BXYEHO, qua la ffdndoRoya USHHT 3J0OS2, (Ulan-se — 
nocetxaba laalonada haMa faUasids paa taxioxaante an al Hospital 7 
al oludadano AH2BBS 3X0X QGSBSSSO, juSsn tanbiaa aa aooontraba lesig 
nado haMa falleel&o ouando lo iban a-txaaladar an on Eiedptexo ha- 
oia la Olodad da Baxinaa, Canute taaea'ta eon loa oirea laaianadea da* 
ncabxe JOBSS JOBSS CJJU0BO(Oenduotor dal vaMoulo) 7 ISIS itv wbh _ 
SiKOHB^J Imago aa dixldo a la Pisoalia Quinta dal Uiaistexio Rlblloo 
>,y la noViioe al afi 0SHM4H snSB0(71aoal ixtxiliaxOda: aata looalidad 
vjtttan aa enoon-txaba da goaxdla an diofca Piaoalla, inJaandndola da * 
' tbw lo ao on tool do sobxa el aaoidanta, luago na txaalado a ai Conte- 




Saguddamanta pxeaedl a la elaboraal&i dal praam ta In* 
foxme Policial da Is das ads acuiaoicnee. 
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HEPUUUCA BOUV A1UANA DE VENEZUELA 
MlNiSXESIO DE 1NFRAESTRUCTURA 
DIfiECCldN GENERAL SECTORIAL DEL SERYICIO AUT6N0M0 
DE TRANSPORTE Y TRANSUO TERRESTRE 
DER£CCI6N DE VIGIL ANCIA 

UN ID AD ESTATAL DE VtCilLANCIA DE TRANSUO TERRESTRE N° 44 APURE 


BOLETA DF OTAClON 


j-NgJ ACaDENTEDETRANStTO 
|~~~~] INFRACCiCN 


fECHA 

131 | 1 0 ! \ 


HORA gj AM 

/JjzO □ PM 


AL CIUDAD ANO: 


-7^7-^t^s c. 1 





tlKtiCCtOM OEMU'At lit rsANSfO#!* * TgAMStlO XtHStSISZ 

7.t;NA_ D£S^A.CAMEN'ra_ 


Mo- A. .* S0L1CJTUQ D£ CE RJiR CAClOM MEDfCA PREViA 

v.ii, s| ml a - 

Uiunw tivi mfidico) xJ£oitpi£#l, CISnka. . sjtato Aiisteneisl otc.i __ 

K* t I'jiuiio'li: liittittr mi /rcuaooimiento medico til ciudadsao (n). 7T ^^L<TT 

, portador de lu Cfj. No. , i{uit'i» 

iul’mni ichstmes jicrtoucsles «ii un Ascidciite 4e rrdatUo, acairrido el tl»a «3 $ dc * 
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CER'TIFIC ACION : 


i Stiff' '^Wuien suscribe, mediante la presente h ace con star que certifies la exactitud de las 

|»ntpo^ e ' 

■^Bpias fotostaticas que anteceden, las cuaies son traslado fiel y exacto de su original. Accidente 
de Transito de tipo: OSTSlrO TUO(XBH)I.) OOH IBS I O K ADOS T 

MQEElCS'. 


Ocurrido en el sitio denominado: CASES TSBA NACIONAL MANTECAI—BKJ ZUAL 

sector caicaea. 


Expediente signado con el N°_ 


004-2001 « 


manteniendose el mismo en proeeso 


in^lruccidn por ante la Oficina Procesadora de Accidente de la Unidad Estatal de Vigilancia 

\ 

deTiAnsito Terrestre San Fernando de apure. 

r> ■ * 


2 - & 


CONFORME, 
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( il/isf A,T pEVOCuCIQN REGISTRO VE BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENE20LANA , C.A.JNS- 

Vj Am EL REGISTRO UERCANTTL QliE LIEVO EL JUZGAVO VE PR1MERA INS— 

phJ'JO^-tA'EN w; cm L v uercantil ve esta circunscripcwn judicial, en fecna 
EL N s I, COMF1 LAVAS SUS REFORMAS EM UN SOLO CUERPO' SEGUH . 
CCTS^PE'ACTA VE- ASAUBLEA GENERAL EXTRAORVINARIA VE ACCIONISTAS, 1NSCRITA 
EN EL REGS1TR.0 MERCANTIL PRWERQ VE ESTA CIRCUNSCRJPCION JUDICIAL, EN'FE— 
CHA 29-01-97, BA JO EL « £ 2, TOHO 8-A, AUTOR1ZAVO PAR A ESTE ACTO SEGUN $B',-'- 
EV1VENCU EH LA CLAUSULA VUOVECIMA EM SIU PARTE n C" DEL VQCUMENTC CONST ITU-: ' : 
71 VQ ESTATUTAR1Q, E 1GUALMENTE VEJA COMSTAR QUE PARA ESTE ACTO AUTORIZO 
A LA CXUUAVANA MARTA VICTORIA RODRIGUEZ CON CEVULA VE IVFMTIVAD V-7. 09 S, 

708, ESCRIBTENTE I VE ESTA MOTARZA PAJ2A PRESENC1AR VI CHO OT0RGAM1ENTQ CON- 
FORME EL A RTICULO 29 DEL REGLAMENTO VE NOT ART AS .PUBLIC AS EN LAS 0 FICINAS 
pe F|gerr^^ carretera vieja via los guayos en Valencia, a las z,qo pm.. 

n ti TmetPAm. 

(ti -c,^. 
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TIMBRE 

FISCAL 
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:U- -+>. 
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-i - * &'4L- : . - ' Aj - 
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TIMBRE 
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tUcl+CU^ ,'UC ccc„ £*- iccyC . * ; ’ : 7 


,vAM-Ia *0 OCl 


v<i i: 

■ '-d. <-d-- ‘-J vy>; dt/^/aL. 



1500 


REPUBLICA DE VENEZUELA 



PODEA JUDICIAL No o(,q f Q/ 

JURISDICCIOIM CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 
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SOLICIT ANTE ISI- ARAC5I43 051 VAL ID UHMNETA K 


MOT1 v0 . INSPECTION JUDICIAL 


i.mtnn . DSL MIMICIPIO ROMULO 0AIL3QQS 


FECHA DE ENTRADA: Pta 2 ? 


Mti ^3RIL__ ASo 2001 


FECHA OEVOLUCION: Dia_ 
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rlayl];]! (*f_l ;[*] I I'/j 


V *1 t -Ml Tal 


MINISTERIQ DE INFRAESTRUCTURA 
CMRECCION GENERAL SECTORIAL DEL SERVICIO AUT0NOMO 
DE TRANSPORTE Y TRANSITO TERRESTRE 
DIRECCION DE V1GILANCIA 

/ UNIDAD ESTATAL DE VIGILANCIA DE TRANSITO TERRESTRE N“ 44 APURE 
* OFICINA PROCESADORA DE ACCIDENTES 


“ EN CAS<3 DE AQC/DENTES DE 
/TO DONDE RESULTED PERSON 
/ADAS O FALLECfDAS, 
AUTOR/DAD ADMINISTRATIVA QUE 
CONOZCA GEL CASO , EXPEDIRA COPIA 
CERTIF/CADA DE LAS ACTUACIONES QUE 
9 R 


A REQUERfMIENTO DEL JUEZ QUE 
CONOZCA DE LA CAUSA C/Wl 0 DE 
PARTE INTERESADA “ 

EL TRANSITO ES UN PROBLEMA DE 
TODOS 
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ESTOHICA B0HVAHI.au H3 venezumu. 

MHOSIBEIO 12 mmSTEBCWJBA 
SEH7X0I0 ADIOEOMO IE 3SEAHSEOBSE 7 IBASSI© TEBEESIH2 
BIEE3CION IE 7I5ILAB0IA 

UNIDAD ISIAIAi IS VIGHARCIA IE TBAISI© TEBEESfflS H« 44 APUES 
HIES© IS VIGILAHCIA T AUXIIIO VIAI MANSB3AI 
g 0. M A E I 0 ; 


Por ctianto de la solicitud interpuesta por el Ciudadano; Q-OH’CAXviS MALHEQ A 

, titular de la C6dula de Ideutidad N° 639**5 7 4 



.relacionada con las actuaciones por Accidente de Transito de Expedienfe 


signado con el N° " 006-2001 ff encontrandose las mismas en este despacho en 

proceso de instruction, se acuerda expedir las Copias requeridas de conformidad coo lo 
establecido en el Articulo 76 paragrafo Segundo de la Ley de Transito Terrestre, y se comisiona 




• / 




1503 



lYUNiSmUO iil! INFUAKS'niUCTUUA 
DIRECC16N GENERAL SECTORIAL DEI- SERVICIO AUT6NOMO 
DE TRANSPORTS Y TRANSITO TERRESTRE 
DIRECTION DE VIGILANCIA 

UN HMD ESTATAL DE VK.TLANClA DE TRANSiTO TERRESTRE N u 44 APUKE 
OEi ONA PitOCKSADOttA OK ACCTDENTES 


ACTA V or,] Cl At 


. d ‘ : — 


_dc Z00/ cu csta 


Sau Veriiitiiiiij dc Aj.iii e, 

niismit leeha mcuuli i:t.N ^ • /ft & ft. pf cotuparccia ante estc Despaciio el funckmario 

— S&- Zr-OsU A-Zr /f/urr- tiumcro dc 

place 5 £3L ft uilscrito 11 la Duccciou de Vigilaucia , cstamlo debidameate 

jurumitnUido y dc coiifunuidud cuu el Art. dc la Ley de Triusito Tcrrcstrc cu coucordaucia 
eon el \iticu;o I0d tic Lfriiljy Orj-iiiwco Proeesal Peunl deja coastancla dcla' siguicute dlligcncia 
Policial cfcciuada cii !u jircieatc avcriguaeiiiu: : V- 

p- '■&** 

s/sZ^JZrrAlZ^- ds W ft U K - 

jfrsrr. . .jUt , 2 id^aaei*-. . ' £n </. 

'd&str- /Cvw~t > — /f'^rriS^rS'S!ft^v'>7^/ f%irr— 

-~ ft^ZZ s / ■/ZmUt' rfr /*■ 

/Y/y/v^pM /Y* ft ft* Yft* sA^rrs/^s y- sYj?— /fYftft 




<Y A ji — YYY^a^&Y- ft- ft -#"/?&/ ft^r' eft 

ss/Y/i *'7?-?//* s TTa si ft //*^ ft ft /sjs7 , /A 


/* . ... . 7ZZ/A j ft * /tl _// m.^Yt v-^./r 


f&t.,. ^ r : /fff . fjk<s s : 

^ ft s^AP//a// 7t /*, 7 : d*f* ' 

/ftY ft#' ft/sf**' fttTy? 6**, 



~Y" 




TftYzoisjftYisirf* 
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>4t W'/Mlt-Za^ C*f /Osu/st disuse- jdZt dS dArtucs? t/ertlL 

^" * "^ V ^ ^ Z 5 7 ^ ^^fC/SUtSSCCtct' 

\dsyist -' diets dcdis d/irimutd’a t/X % /f*/ %‘J‘7 / dse*e 

'U^aSa, € -J- 5- /JV //*, $sCz^~ 7^*rx/J*. - 

y> ^ *y xS ^ - // 



** r^£> "&‘*£7ZZ££, ^ /■* //^ ^ 


iT~-w r; s7T?^- — ^~- 

Kr-x*. - £- £l /£ ' 's*&-, ^zzdt**zr 

Sz-s*/f. 7 ■?(?,(& A/jr- ■> 

/ZcX.f—' mtrfU. , .W* yyyr-,/ ft/ /UC/, J?3sOi 

5 eJZZZZ.:'*- - 

fd &«*■ «* 'stc-*Ji£% ddTdi,'^ m d 

/^Z/ t/xts/ ,/. s' / r — , / ' ^ J&fesr/Z. sCjU- — 

^/ «s*5*S. ^ 

*AST ■ 

’ e '1 l, 7&> scute- sss vd/samd?— esr c/ ast 'te/euZc^ ste _ 

STA/st- A// SSttsss v}esns Tsute- -itstdy&tsiZ. SS*1*7 ^/ate 

tsisfTeSd/- SZ!e- - Mssrz, Afr/s it /Zcs-tf /Ut ttedd- */ 
S at 77?cs7fcuct0- SCt 'USUaUs/ . 

y Suss} yLAuiuUsCisi 
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/C^Pl sC/ • 

ZSZL Zr#^/*CT sk f-rvj**. 

A^ - A*- ** sf c/ 

-cfsjj&k '>/lAzAUa'<za' / J/tS M S&rwu?' yfc^Artffc Mf*“- 

'7^^2/r* &/ Safest#- J//yMtfZ^/&Usy^ /CCda/fivO&T rfcjfas— 

^ sdfc/'^r/— y<2 ^CtA^~ ;&<££?- 

'-f *dXr~- ■js7*A£nrfMs},z#iZZ 7 7 native J 'TyftZr#?- 06 . AUL/Zrf- !&. -TrCw^- - 
■fi j5sy?/c&;*/ty- yUrts? / 5 / ffxuty-tf J -KteZrtt- /&. -ftfllrtSL. t£ /Lrrtt-S - 

/S^SPk 


mm 
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INFORMO EN El. CENTRO ASISTENClAt.: * 


NOM6R|i 
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Ocurrido en el sitio denominado; CiAJEETJSSA HACIGRAIi EMEZA-GDi3lUAn TO 
SBOTOB FDNBO M7370. 







1514 


2 -£i,c 


^7 -f to Ct- Z. /^d- 

7r r~C '?£<■-' ^ ^ 7 ^ 
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Ciudadana 

JUEZA DEL MUN1CIPI0 ROMULO GALLEGOS DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 
JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO APURE 
Su Despacho.- 

Yo, ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N., venezolana, mayor de edad, domiciliada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de !a Cedula de Identidad N° V-7.C82.174. abogada 
en ejercicio, inscrita en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706, procediendo en este acto 
en mi caracter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de instrumento poder otorgado por ante la 
Notaiia Public a Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cual quedo anotado 
bajo el N 5 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Auteoticaciones llevados por esa Notaria Publica, 
que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compaflta antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que llevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Lnstancia en to Civil y 
Mercantii de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N° 1, ccmpiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantii 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8- A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad 
con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiemo Civil y 1429 del Codigo 
Civil, juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisito de la distribution, con el fin 
de que el tribunal se trasiade y eonstituya en la direction que oportunamente le senalare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 
PRIMERO ; De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un 
vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, tipo, color, ano y placas, que presenta el 
vehiculo inspeccionado SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identifscado, tiene cuatro (4) 
cauchos instaiados en cada uno de sus rines. TERCERO De. la marca, tipo y serial de cada 
uno de los cauchos instaiados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 
CUARTO : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instaiados en cada uno de los 
rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. OUINTO Se tomen ?t*s»*uraiU\ de la carroceria y las 



condiciones en que se encuentra ei vehiculo inspeccionado. SEXTO : Se deje constancia de 
las condiciones generates en que se encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado. De 
cualquier otro hecho o circunstancta que me reservo e! derecho de senalar en su debida 
opoitunidad. Solicito de con form idad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de 
Procedimiento Civil, en concordance con io previsto en el articuio 502 ejusdem, se ordene 
la reproduccion fotografica de los hechos expresamente especiftcados y de cualquier otro 
que expresamente me reservo senalar en ia oportunidad de la practica de dicha Inspeccson 
Judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practice fotografo y un practice mecanico 
Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que las referidas fotografias fueron reaiizadas en su 
presences y que son reproduce! ones fieles y exactas de los hechos evideaciados en la 
presente Inspeccion Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean 
agregadas a esta Inspeccion Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada ia presente 
solicitud, me sea devuelta en original junto con sus resultas, Es gracia que espero, en la 
fecha de su presentacion. 
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Yo, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, estadoumdeiisg^r nay^y/cie edad, t 


habil en derecho, domiciliado en la ciudt.d de Valencia, Estado Ga 


fy titular de 


la cedula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de 


BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 


Firestone Venezoiana), sociedad inscritv por ante el Registro Mercantil que iievo el 


Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia ea lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 


Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 


1, compiladas sus refbrmas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea 


General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inrcrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 


de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 


el Nro, 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para t'.te acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 
Duodecima en su parte “C” del Docume ito Constitutivo Estatutario, por el presente 
documento declare: Que confiero en nomtre de mi representada, Poder especial pero 
ampiio y bastante cuanto en derecho se rtquiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 
COLMENARES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezoianos, mayores de 
edad, solteros, habiies en derecho, titulare: de las cedulas de identidad NroTT06T502 


y 7,082.174, respectivamente, inscritos for ante el Institute de Prevision Sociai del 
jAbogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 
domicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 
acciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE” 
VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecueocia, en virtud del presente 
mandate, quedan Tacultados los prenomtrados Apoderados para intentar, contes lar 
demandas, darse por citados y notiticados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 


reconvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenit, comptometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 
derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 


ejecutivas, ejercer los rec.ursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, 
inclusive el de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciones. Los 
apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiaies para asuntos determinados cuando 
lo juzguen conveniente o io requiera la Ley, sustuuirlos en todo o en parte, 
reservandose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 
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® UCA*™* 




'H. 

Leldo y confrontado cl original con sus Fotocepias y fir m a da en cstas y ea ei present 
^original en prcscnoia dc LA NOTARIO, EL (los) OTORGANTE <S) expuso (cron) “SU 
■J 1 -, CONTENEDO ES CIERTCU? MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QOE APARECE (N) 

T^AL PIE DEL INSrnUMENTO LA NOTARIO en tal virtud, lo declare AUTENTICADO 
\ r ' en presencia de los testigos escribientes: MELAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 
Titulares de las Cedillas dc Identidad Numeros V-4. 872.554 Y V4.684.501, dej&ndolo 
inserto bajo el N° *** TOMO de los Hbros de AUTENTICACIOHES 


llcvados poi esta Notaria. IA NOTARIO QUE SUSCRI8E HACE COMSTAR QUE TUVO PARA SU 
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RECIBIDO HOY 23-04-2001 
PUESTO A LA ORDEH DE LA 
La Secretaria 


rina Silva 


JUZGADO DEL HWICIPIO 3CMUL0 



ILES Y 


IRCUNSCRIPCICN 


JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO APURS Y M'NICIPIO ARISHEHDI DEL ESTADC- 
5ARIKAS ELORZA VEINTITRES DE ABRIL DEL DOSMIL UNO . 

1392 y 1412 


Por racibida la anterior solicitud incoada por la Aboga- 
do ARACELX3 DEL ’/A LIE UADANETA, por cuanto la misma no es - 
contraria a derecho ni a las buenas costirabres se le d£ en- 
trada y curso de Ley. En consecuencia se acuerda el traslado 
y constitucion del Tribunal al sitio que indlque la solid— 
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TIMBRE 

FISCAL 
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PODER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICCION CIVIL 


SOLICITUDES 

A R C H I V O 



* FECHA DE ENTRADA: Dto . 


a. 'rf.. a to'Z.Q.aJ 


FECHA DEVOLUCION; Die M©» Afto 



C - '32 



1529 



Ciudadano 

3UE2 CUARTQ DZ LOS MUNICIPJQ5 VALENCIA, LI8ERTMDOR, LOS G.AVDS 
NAGUANAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA CIRCUNSCfilPCIGN JUDICIAL DEL ESTADQ 
CARABOBO* 

Su Despacho- 

Yo, ARACEU3 DEL VALLE DRDANETA N., venezoiana, mayor de edad, domiriliada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V-7.082.I74, abogada 
en ejercicio, inscrita en el INPREABOGAD0 bajo el N® 30.70b, procediendo en este acto 
en mi caracter de apcderada, segun se evideneia de instrumento poder otorgado por ante ia 
Notaria Publics Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 2S de octubre del 2000, el cual quedo anotado 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de tos Libros de Autemicaciones lievados por esa Notaria Pubiica, 
que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A, 
compama antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que iievo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera fnstancia en 1© Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de- octubre de 
1956, bajo el N° 1, compiiadas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinary de Acctonistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Primera de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8- A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De confornudad 
con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimsento Civil y 1429 del Cddigo 
Civil, jura la urgencta del caso, solicit© ia habilitacidn del tiempo rteeesaxio de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, ei requisite de ia distribucidn, con el fin 
de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direccion que oportunamente le seftalare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspeccidn Judicial, de los partieulares siguientes. 
PRIMERO : De la presencia en el iugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un 
vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, tipo, color, ano y placas, que presenta el 
vehiculo inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Ss el vehiculo antes idemificado, tiene cuatro (4) 
cauchos mstalados en cada uno de sus rines, TERCERO : De la marca. tipo y serial de cada 
uno de los cauchos ittstalados en cada uno de los rines del \ehiculo inspeccionado, 
QUARTO : Se iomers fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos mstalados en cada uno de los 
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rines del vehicuio inspeccionado. OUXNTO : Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria v 
condiciones en que se encueatra ei vehicuio inspeccionado. SEXTO : Se deje constancia 
las condiciones generates enque se eneuemra la carroceria del vehicuio inspeccionado. 
cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo ei derecho de senalar en su debida 
oportunidad. Solicito de conformidad con ios aiticulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de 
Procedimiento Civil, en concordance con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene 
la reproduce! on fotografica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de cualquier otro 
que expresamente me reservo senalar en ia oportunidad de ia practica de dscha Inspeccion 
judicial y que, a tai efecto, se designe un practice fotbgrafo y un practice mecanico. 
Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que las referidas fotografias iueron realizadas en su 
presencia y que son reproducciones Seles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la 
presente Inspeccion Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean 
agregadas a esta Jnspepcjpn Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada ia presertte 
sciicitud, me sea devuelta en original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que espero, en la 
fecha de su presentation. 
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Yo, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, estadounid'ehse^'ky^de edad, 4 

~ •“ • - — * X; ~ j 

hsbil en derecho, domiciliado en la ducted de Valencia, Estado Garabobcjf'y titular de 
la cedula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de | 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 
Firestone Venezolana), sociedad inscritt por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo el | 5 
jjuzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia e.i io Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 
Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 

I, compiladas sus retbrmas en tin solo cuerpo segtin consta de Acta de Asamblea 
General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inrcrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 
de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 
el Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para tue acto segtin se evidencia en la Clausula 
Duodecimo en su parte “C” del Documeito Constitutivo Estatutario, por el presente 
documento declaro: Que confiero en nom ire de mi representada, Poder especial pero 
amplio y bastante cuanto en derecho se rt quiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 
COLMENARES y ARACEHS URDANETA NAVAS, ver.ezolanos, mayores de 
|edad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titularer. de las ceduias de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 
y 7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos por ante el Instituto de Prevision Social del 
Abogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 
domicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 
jacciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE ' FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A,, ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presenle 

5 .. ..... 

.mandate, quedan .facultados los prenomtrados Apoderados para intentar, contestar 
demandas, darse por citados y notitic&dos; oponer y contestar excepciones y 
reconvencicnes, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 
derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 
ejeeutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinario? que concedan las Leyes, 
inclusive ei de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate t recibir adjudicaciones. Los 
apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiales para jm ihh-. Ueterminados cuando 
Jo juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, susittun:.« en todo o en parte, 
leservandose o no su ejercicio v reasumirlo en aulquu-r nempo cuando a bien 
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Nu.. -.lOF 


SUVARIANA DE 
SEXTA 
’OO 
tor 


VENEZUELA. 

DE\ VALENCIA 


UE\ VAUiNyiiA. DEP f 4itl$wa 

f’^r ) q& -4 'MsUm.l, 

doeumcnto, redactado per si Abogado; JEjy 

Inscrito en el INPREABOGADO bajo et No 61252, Fue 
ra su AUTENTICACION Y DEVOLUCION, segim planiUa N" 
^e./ecjia: l * | !C I 2000. Presented) su(s) otcrgante{s) dijo(eron) 
llamarse: ' ~~ 30m ANTONIO GOUZALBZ ALVAREZ I A atmnia m M audeten . 

de T/ieiidem te dt "OK1PGESTONE FIRESTONE VENE20LANA, C.A.-J 


rMayor (ss) de edad, dotaiciiiado (s) en: VALEHCIA 


Nacionalidad (es): tSTAVOUmVtNSE. , 



Titular (ss) de la (s) Cddula (s) de Jdentidad Numero (s) t-tl.iOl.451 



.Leldo y conftontado el original con sus Fotocopias y Gimada er. estas y en el presente 
'.original en presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (los) OTCRGANTE (S) expuso (cron) “SU 
CONTENIDO ES CERTOJ’ MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
■ ' AL HE DE. INSTRUMENTO LA NOTARIO en tal viitud, lo declare AUTENT1CADO 
•en ptesencia de Its testigos escribicntcs: MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA 
Titulares de las Cidulas de Identidad Numeros V-4.872.J54 Y V-4.i84.50I, dejtodolo 
insetto bajo el N° 4U . TOMO ■ de tos libros de AUTENTICACIONES 

l!evadosporestaNotaria.lA NOTARIO HUE StiSCRISE RACE COMSTAR que TWO PARA SU 
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jvtewoicm RE6ISTP0 PE 8RIPGEST0NE FIRESTONE VENEIOLAN A, C.A.,'HS- 
m ANTE EL REGXSTR3 MERCAMT71 gUE LLEOO EL JUZGAPO PE PRIMERA INS— 
KMC tAfW to CIPIt V MERCAWTIl PE ESTA CIRCUliSCRTPClON JUDICIAL, EM FECMA 
•iSp-SAjS EL M 2 I, COMPILAPAS SUS REFORMAS EH UN SOLO CUERPO SEWN 
PE ACTA PE ASAM8LEA GENERAL EXTRAOWINARIA PE ACC10NISTAS, INSCRITA 
EM Et RESS1TRO MERCANTI t PRIMERO PE ESTA OIRCUNSCRIPCION JUPICIAt, EM PE- 
CK* P9-PI-P7, 8AJ0 Et M 2 Z, TPMO S-A, AUTORUADO PARA ESTE ACTfl SEGUN SE\ 
EVIPENefA EM tA CLAUSULA PUOPECIMA EM SU PARTE *C" DEL OOCmENTC CPNSnru- 
TIOO ESTATUTARrO. £ 1GUALNEHTE PEJA COMSTAR gUE PARA ESTE A CTO AUTORIZO 
A IA CIUPAPAMA MARIA VICTORIA ROPRIGUEZ COM CEPUU PE IPEMTIPAP 0-1.09*. 

I OS, ESCRIB JEMTE I PE ESTA MPTARIA PARA PRESEMCIAR PIC HO OTORGAMIEMTO COM- 
FOme EL ARTICUIO 19 PEL REOLAMENTO PE MOTARIAS PUSLICAS EM LAS OFICIMAS 
PE JlRSTSSt^i CARRETERA OIEJA OIA LOS GUARDS EM VALENCIA, A (AS Z. 30 PM. . 

tA-iof^tjo^eif^rv o n el poperpamte. 
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k<\ Vnocus ks\ <^»cx. 6 sl Wk\, ^obcu-ako &&. h_ 

bcA, &od OoAJS d-OS CUoA OOJ0 A SvS.<v4vO \<XS 1\<M_0 - 

Vex VoxtSs. Gs'oo p<n\ ^Ttsjva^ \Acdok^kvc.ux\ ck- 
Voko e\ ’Vo.vjvxpo dS-UdabO , da. WsW^ ^ Godsk_ 
Vu^o «>, \c\WoncA e<N <A ^a.Vr kApWA kccvcjJj k 

VovjumjWnZ. t 'Jto’vc.ako *y\ \o_ ^.i.VV. bWsJQ.% S> pvcvcAo- 

Wk<£- uiCs ^foc«,r <k cS-c VkkvdkfX. 

Vsw\oloOib>o , <x kr> V"^ p^ckccM- \c>- 
k\s<ps.yjjk N,o(Sjv(J.(A $o''a-o-V<kx pov Vo^ oko^a.6-0 

S k \ \jo\k M c (\cMkq>- , Xnptt.ciioOi^xc'yi hC' 3010 k, 
o-ba. jok-d-cA V £}jj{-\ \<N^"W>(Y^Va p®k-f CpJ-»- Co 
V-cVo o_ w ^>ve\>eivW sokokA <k- /J.ckgesk'f'C- 
( (L,G V o-C'V'j (ku~o tx^Mv^ckc. C ■ >\. 
^ A^s'^^ova. ^ '\cx i Orvx o a <y\ e\ t$\ko Sc prou k4 
cv «xov^\^ct^r tS**. \o- u^a-oi' ofs daj. 'C'tSS^jC'ccS k- KxxmW 
kj.-d-O vlOSA. Gb-Oja ^OCAokx ^.OjT(VX«vC\ t Ofcf\4^W.<^ ( f^o*. 

da. *A&-d , VvVjVcM- &*- V. GidxAc^. <k- \oWlU_ 

£ kxk (d" M , J2>8 GSM ( (\o<£.A ;v xx oS-VsVii < V-C Cxj'rtAVc. did 

dolkc ^Cs\pW\ V<uvUJi tViYo^oVr^-j. - t\ T<4au(\x\ 
O.OJ-vkx. <k_ aic%i i: Qxo^lcv&.c\ peiAo- A- u_»j^ts\ Csjvlsotcv - 
u_^h.CiVq dc kc prtksuxk \A5 peeked d^ignar uca p«*-C 

Vco GaV3gTa_VO H_ c(\ pCtlckcO uC^-OX'ktO \MW\ 

-y 'Q^Ck pOJVa. Wd Gx_ doS> k^koAmCE. AnQe - 

S^S&ddO'Cko Co\oM.aa.TCi ^ os-wtyNo-'-'-C' t .,» 6^r\ da. AsoA , 

irf^^ dv- \>. vidwkx, A \cV v 'A\ :\a<\ fd~ 

'•% M 1 ^°A>\<d GqACo\u £2 VWSpsCO. ( , : a. :; \CkuU) ( /o-anov ck 

kiVvA^e Q-v. \x ^idv-\<x v ku\.V.(A<x\ j^S. 4- 

, c\o\cftJL& e , C\txA<ka otl'-.A’ i &.Cu(d\u.^ e.V 
Go.cC^) ^ Cu.'fWgkr » ' j v\a.\\\t_ CDf\ — 
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XaWxeaVs a. Vos. vpu&ouuJS , c\ m ef\ 

€^V OxSn^v ^VC'Ccdi. cv. Vc^ VoyYAa. Vac, ' r oVc^Ct^^^ r 

Cjbt\ ^LdaNO-^O. Cpja. p\tS*jpXu. p<lAO. S>U oXSjVW. fr&L 

<f£v, Pc.Wt>\^ Q>3t \Xc&i_op ., L^cWxS VoVoS Hra.\\ 
ga-^so-t. cj^/Va. pvti^aV, voSptcijJoC' p«.o\a~ LecV \-Xco. 
oca , pcoa. Cvjvt_ l VG c poA< <L_ Vx_ vjlOc^ma- - 

^a.v.vs.c^- <\ "ToLjCvo-X <LL>\ &oa\\».»\V- cxv-^-o-rck^o «_\ 
pvt>cNnCO i^fcoVo <L^C< 2 j C\O.(L 0 ^COCs.6si_ Cc x^o^<um- \<x 
X^^coba ^ ^^Wada- <Lk. U> s\<2u\t(\Vc '. Pc\- 

XN\t_c& . Se. Ajl^o. Vcf'SVM\d<x Cyj^ vxkx> ejau5v\V«X'joCfo <k>c>% 
V\Vo\6oo^> ^ <l\ XtAdr OdpWcs IkruXud UoVoo-udUyz. 
eaxVxXox \XM wV_ \ds-f'V\\ r x c_cv_do «_a iX Cxs-o\ ^ e_{\ - 
(jjju-d'cu- ij.y\ vj^\dujdo ^ o<r<X vjowO(XjJ'~o fe^pXor ir ( - 
Vp-Q "^pjp pWccxs. 'Ofb^ S(g2 ( 0. pocr_ 

Lx^ . L €-QOC\(Lo • E\ Xrityjf > o>i 6^0- VsC^\i>.C\u<X. Cy-XAa_ 

<iN OtWLcx-vkCi po^tc VjoCx.V- 0 C-(Xt>cd*S> \TvS»Vu.\o.(\dE554 
jio u^cXo. oa jo (L_ s-'x avNfi4 . TkccsLro ■ E\ Trvleu<\&A 
<d-^_ d^Vuadcv v^jgXvv 4_(\\L qoe. e> Cov-do Cw\xg f 
V-co <L.vt-&co es vno/vccc GoocX- 'kor f VLnxrs ’-Ws 

<^W GX/S x <vmuVJL<Xc*s> LT^5/^5ftAS , DOT f| 

PftYU- 71 '-VC A’€\ co^c-Vo (VdoaVra '^qovtrcXo 

COOTC.CX GcxsA-^co-r v V\po OOvtvaqta-f XVc/$ S ^y\* AdcSaV ' 

LT 135/lSftlS t VcrtcvN GOT PAUL ; d (m. 

<XMP VvOia.^ <W«j(XouO {WxrCCX <oOOcX _X ie_Cv.r v "V\p-o 

03 CcmM^W Ur/s , NN^<Xd(VS VT ZZs/l 5 R V5 , 'k docX 
GOT 9(bW L ^K8<-\t-\oq q e> eoa-'-tVo Vro^^co v^qov«r 
cXo $.5> vpoarco- (ooocX - SftCM' ^Vv^-o — 

LT | U Tl 15 , V-ocd Gc, V PAWL PAftH 
L |0q . _ ^u.cxrVo E\ T TSy^-^oS Ov cSO\c>^ V>^ VoO^Mj- cd 
VcN-0<2ro.Uc^s Gil. Co. (Let. A — VCri co-cc<X->^ri V t\V3 ! ^ 

Wvu&OS SSX Ci>.<d&. 0\M3 6-c_ V<J"J > ,. C, (L_X OtVvlcO^,/.'/ 
Ui la&^i.odoaflLo, W Cc . . ■> . wdXVl c^cLx. '^1 
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0-tV*v'U \g- c | N)--cd><.% \j CA^S.v\iatS Ca. 

Vk <£TtLjv\V- VnL^-C'-OS pvL'L- CyoJ. VCi^O- pCvOrC d-C. 

Ya W--SfAC\. . Qp-CvVo • £\ YEW Ltd 5\6 jiaSOj Vcv VdiWO- 
Y- V^^cd^c-S <$Lk. Vo- Cj.k-rroLvn.tk. 4 CjcCNtUd o.vs 

«Tv tpoJ- V. Ifvu-JIAJ-Wtv- < 3 - U'L'v/U.odkO \(\S pAtdof\a.6-0 

<-or- Vo_ Lo-Cfso-Ccv. pr.o\0-<v-M\\<, ds-tstVYo- q d^ 15 

Orv-V'G-^ Oj^ccjQcaA 0- Vx_ dvCl!Uj-Vl \<v> ^.ru-ed . - 
St-xW '- E V dVd-iNod d-v^t^ VyiswrMjo- Cyjo- W_ &vwo 
’-“-no. 6 l\ o»Va.oJ-No Ctxs.'pe.tvjor'do ^r.swV. cWsoj-o-cN^- 
o-Vx^c^cV-o , cvdo\\cukuvo- r<.\ Wkv , C<xpoV | pciAcdtL 
6-V- VjCD D'vdACTi ! fo«v\vL cW- oeVdtvdo , ^OAO-UdSO-S 
'-•<d\odo v^ ul'm Vrs-v-vo (Vv-nclsjn «.otdvti.cSo . Gr\ e^_ 

'Y- eiVjdo \vdo;uve<r<L V*. sdi-vAcv.v\V. o\ Vx.vG-um6"0 - 

d-vV ^XLLV\ud\cvr- cVa_ 'r^WOO- SoV-LO-Vv. V- do \<L 
fj^-- ( ;T>'»V' <v.i , rVA UwVjs^viVvtv-^e prCLt,\VD- j V o e.Wj - 

\ S' pode. C-cuo cS-jo <V- vo.^-'tsVo t<N Vid. taSo 
COO&VaOmJ. c- do- \<x >V>G.f CC\ ! V^-O, vjajs- < i-L do.^ 
SsTi-Vo 'CaX dd U-vaSaj-oO . Ef\ X rVx J-Lois. QkxKJxr do— &*- CO A - 
VcAcuo-dckd- V-o ^dcGWcdo dopk IdosWcvlCo- tkbv 

d.Cj'JMtWC tW-CoVLd-' f>crv V- pj\\Vo do-CA^OcS-C) cp-io- -eX 
llWluYj tkts^njCHXjdo ^tkCn. u n U\vVv->s.W>-\e (W 
■^S-^fcTV iC<a • N>\LkAi-Skv-jo cV TcVolcaV (\jop-. YorsWfv ~ 
do- dA.dvdc-NjjO-.o-V_ CviettCtKcV pcr\ d- ^«acV\ljO qu«- 
d ^oVaIoAo \CA'C^tCO-o,A6-cV J 0 pGSeL Ca_U-C.V >0 6a-. vcptcs. 
S*: do r- tootd- Mecvr s dpc> LS AwAj-VLr Q-X/s, yyJi.djCAa5 

p:- : ' ^X^S/dSvViS y %aocd Oor 9,1 A L Q (VftclMoH . Es Wvd, 

’ #:d d|W(x\ <J>o- pm CjdacWV’v- ■ ljo-lvocn , 


rw 


. - f/( 

^^•t^freWr cj So ( \ev 


^ W\f\W V 


. jVsl un dAtjd-i - 
H VoC\V<J\»okt L 
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REPURIICA DE VENEZU 




No. 


PODER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICCION CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 
A R C H I V O 


SOLICIT ANTE (S) 


/-W. 's/b.Jh A/. 


MOTIVO * fi 


CJ /> ]L... 


r \/.P 


FECHA DE ENTRADA: Dia 


PECHA DEVOLUCION: Dia 


cn 

01 ... 


Mes & 


Mes 


0 6 


Aoo C2SJ&/ 


Aho 


ZOO] 
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Ciudadano 


JUEZ CUARTO LOS MUNICIPIOS VALENCIA. LIBERTADOR, LOS GU A VOS, 
NAGUANAGUA V SAN DIEGO DE LA CfRCUNSCRIPCfON JlDICIAl. DEL 
ESTADO CARABOBO 
Su Despacho - 

Yo. ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N , venezolana. mayor de edad. domictliada 
en Valencia. Estado Carabobo. titular de la Cedula de Ideniidad NT V-7082 174. abogada 
en eiercicio, inscrita en ei f NPRF, A ROG ADO bajo el 30 7flp, procedendo en este acto 
en ms caracter de apoderada. segun se evident: ia de instmmento pnder oioruado por ante la 
Notaria Publics Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000. el uual quedo anotado 
bajo el 41. Toma 79 de los Libros de Autenticactones Hevados por esa Noiana Publics, 
que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOL.ANA. C A. 
compania antes denominsda C A FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA. inscrita pot ante e! 
Registro Mercantil que Hevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la ('ircunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo. en fee ha 23 de octubre de 
1956. bajo cl N' 1. ccmpiladas sits reformat to tin solo cuerpo. segun consla de Acta de 
Asatnbiea Genera! Extraordinary de Accionisias. inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Pr intern de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo. en fecha. 29 de ene.ro de IW, 
bajo ef N* 2, Tomo 8 A, ante usied respetuosameme ocurro v expongo De conformidad 
con los art i ados |o;, 036 y 038 del Cbdtgo de Proccdimiento Civil y M20 del Codigo 
Civil jure? la urgencia del case, solicito la hahiutacion del {tempo necesano de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisite* dc la distribucion, con el fin 
de que el tribunal se traslade y const it uya en la direccion que oporrunamente le serial are. a 
fin de dejar constancy por via de inspection Judicial, de los particulares sigutentes 
PRlVfBRQ De la presencia en e! lujsar donde se encuemra constituWo el Tribunal de un 
vehiculo Marca Ford. Modelo Explorer, tipo, color, afto y placas, qtie presenta el 
vehiculo inspeccionado SE GU NOO Si el vehiculo antes identifies do. tiene cuatro (4) 
cauchos inslalados en cada unn de sus rines TFRCFRO De la marca. tipo v serial de cada 
uno dc los cauchos instalados en cada urn? dc los rines del vehiculo inspecctonado 
CUARTO Se tomen fotoaraftas de cad?, uno de los cauchos imtalados at cada tmo de los 
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rines del vehiculo inspecetonado QIJIKTQ Se tomen foto«rafias de !a carroeeria y 

f ! # ; 

condiciones en que se encuentra el vehictito inspeecionado SEXTO : Se deje constancta 4b£ I 
las condiciones generates en que se encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeecionado D&& 
cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de senalar en su debfda 
oportunidad Solicit© de conformidad con los artteulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de 
Procedimiento Civil, en concordance con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem. se ordene 
la reproduction fotografica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de cualquier otro 
que expresamente me reservo senalar en la oportunidad de la practice de dicha Inspection 
Judicial y que. a tal efecto, se designe un practico fotografo y un practice mecanico 
Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que las referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su 
presents® y que son reproduceiones fteles y exaclas de los hechos cvidenciados en la 
presente Inspeccion Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresameme que dtcfcas fotografias scan 
aereaadas a esta InspeccionJudicial Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente 
soiicitud. me sea devuelta en original junto con sus resultas Es gracia que espero, en la 
fecha de su presentacion 
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'jluuOi 

de Olivosiri 
67.252 
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GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, e st ado»^|5 e^'8ej^ ay{^/4 e edad, 

2 habil en dcrecho^domictliado en iaciudal de Valencia, Estado'Gafabb^y titular de 

3 la c ® duia de it?ent ^ ad actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de 

4 ! BR1 DGESTONE FIRESTONE V EN I Z.Oi.AX' A C Ap^l^ominad^ cX 

5 | FlrestoI1e Venszolsna), sociedad inscrit por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevb ei 
« | Juz 8 ado Se « undo de Primera Instancia e.i !o Civil y Mercantil dTia^Circunscripcidii 
, Judicial del Estado Caralxtbo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 
a *' C0m piladas SUS relormas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea 
g (jeneral Extraordinaria de Accionistas inrcrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Priraero 

io I 1 * 6 la Circlinscri P ei ™ Judic ' a l del Estado Oarabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 
,, el Nl °- -• romo 8-A, autorizado para tite acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 
la Uuodeclma en 5U P arte “ c " del Documeito Constitutive Estatutario, por el presente 
,3 documento declare: Que eonflero en nom rre de mi representada, Poder especial pero 
,, am P llc> >' bastante cuanto en dereciio se rc.quiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGF,L 
)5 COLMENARES y ARACEL1S LRDANKTA NAVAS, venezolanos,' mayores de 
edad ’ su ! ter °s, habiles en derecho, titulars: de las cedillas de identidad Nro, 7.067.502 
v 7.1)82.174, respectivaraente, mscritos for ante el institute de Prevision Social del 
t8 lAoogadt, bajo los mmieros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de estc 
i dom,clil ». P ara que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 
jaeciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
pf | ve NEZOLANA, C.A., ya idenbficada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 
^.mandate, quedan .facultados los prenomtrados Apoderados para' intrauar.'contesiar 
„ jdemandos, darse por citados y notilicados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 
21 jreuonvencioncs, desistir, transigir, convenir, comptometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 
„ 5 ! derocho * P romover >' evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 
Jejecuj™,, ejercer los reoirsos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leves, 
de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciotiesT Los 
klos podran nombrar apoderados especiales para asuntos deterniirtadus cuamlo 
sjen conveniente o lo requiera la Lev, sustituirlos en’todo'o'en" parte 
lidose o no su ejercicio v reasuinirlo en cualquier tiernpo ctiando a bien 
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S.' 

N'., 


dei; ! Mifrutimo ; 


REEUBQ^s^BOLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA. 

N&TX6;Vj n%!CA-! SEXTA ^ DE\ VALENCIA. | f 

^AiEHQlA ^ * )Cfk ^ del Dijs.feil. . , 

I PO 2 $ 141* .[.El aalEnor documento, redactado por el Aboeado: G IE ART lx 

M#StgI.v ' , ,/ / inacnto en el INPREABOGADO bajo el No tmL Fue 

presenta3tF=pMa su AUTENTICACIOM Y DEVOLUCION, segiin pismilla N* 
_dc fecjia: ^ | ^ ( 2000. Presentc(s) su(s) otorgante(s) dijo(eron) 

llamarse: * }01tGE WOU10 gouzalei ALVAREZ ( Ac.tua.ndo en 4a c anac.<ZK 

d<L Ft nUdmtz dz "BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 9EJVEZ0LANA, C. A. " ! 


Mayor (es) do edad, domic iliado (s) en: MtEMCM, 



'y /\ De NaesonaliHad (es); ^5TAPQUN?P£M$E, 


De estado civil: ( (j* V^'i-i.0 - 


Titular (es) de la (s) C£dula (s) de Idcntidad Numero (s) * 607.491 


: • Leldo y confrontado el original coit sus Fotocopias y firmada en estas y en el presente 
i original en presencia de LA NOTARiO, EL (los) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 


. CONTEN1DO ES CIERLO,.y MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE AP ARECE (N) 
^ V AL PIE DEL INSTRUMENTO LA NOTARJO en taJ virtud, lo declara AUTENTICADO 
•en presencia de los testtgos escribieates:. MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA. 


Tituiares de las Cddulas de Jdentidad Numeros V-4.872.554 Y V-4,684.501, dej&ndolo 
inseMMfid W . 4L _ , TOMO 79 - de los tibros de AUTENTICACIONES 
llev. 1 N,/taria. LA NOEARIO QUE SUSCRI8E MACE COMSTAR QUE TU I/O PARA SU 
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:'CVULU1.1U« KCGISIKU VC BKIVVCSIUNC C1KCSIVHC VCNtZOLANA, C.A.,liV*T'- 

CRZTA m ANTE EL REGISTRY MERCANTIL QUE LLEVO EL JUZGAPP VE PRIMERA ZNSAji 
TANCZA'EN LO CIVIL V MERCANTZL VE ESTA CZRCUNSCRZPCZON JUPZCZAL, EN FECHA 
iiZ3clO-$6l‘jSA30 el W s I, COMPZLAPAS SUS REFPRMAS EN UN SOLO CUERPO SEGUN ; 

(Mr* VE ACTA PE ASAMBLEA GENERAL EXTRAORPINARIA PE ACCIONISTAS, ZNSCRZTA ' 
EN EL REGSZTRO MERCANTZL PRZMERO PE ESTA CZRCUNSCRIPCIPN JUPZCZAL, ENfE— 

CHA 19-01-17, 8AJO EL N* 2, TOMO S-A, AUT0RZZAPO PARA ESTE ACT0 SEGUN SE- 


EPIPENCIA EN LA CLAUSULA PUOPECZMA EN SU PARTE *C" PEL VOCIMEHTO CONSTITU- 
TIVO ESTATUTARIO. E IGUALMENTE PEJA CONSTAR SUE PARA ESTE ACTS AUT0RIZ0 
A LA CZUPAPANA MARZA VICTORIA ROPRZGUEZ CON CEPULA PE ZPENTZPAP P-7. 09*. 

Z OR, ESCRTBfENTE Z PE ESTA NOTARZA PARA PRESENCZAR PZCHO PTORGAMZENTO CON- 
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IxLlCjLJ 

<3) 


'jsr ...j _ . 
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Ciudadano 

JUEZ PRIMERO DE LC3 MLESICIFTOS GUA'CARA Y ?.*:■: JV.?-V r IT DE T.A 
C I ECU NS C FlI ?C 1 0 . ‘I JUDICIAL DEI. SSL A DO CAR.AEO-0, - 
Su Despaclio.- 


Yo, ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N., venezolana, mayor de edad, domiciliada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V-7.082.I74, abogada 
en eiercicio, inscrita en el INPRE A BOG ADO bajo e! N° 30.706. procediendo en este acto 
mi caracter de apoderada. segun se evidencia de instrument© poder otorgado por ante la 
N^taria Publics Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cual quedo anotado 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones llevados por esa Notaria Publica, 


yxe se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compania antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que llevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo euerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad 
con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Cddigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo 
Civil, jura la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este 


honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia. se obvie, el requisite de la distribution, con el fin 
de que el tribunal se trasiade y constituya en la direction que oportunamente le sefialare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 
PRIMERO: De la presencia en el Sugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un 
vebiculo Marca: Ford, Modefo: Explorer, tipo, color, ano y placas, que presenta el 
vehiculo inspeccionado. SEGUNDO - Si el vehiculo antes identificado. tiene cuatro (4) 


cauchos instaiado? en cad a uno de sus rines. TERCERO: De la marca. tipo v serial de cada 
uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado, 
CLARTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los 
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rines del vehicuJo inspeccionado QL1NTO Se tomen fotografias de la carrocem y ias 
condickmcs en que se encuemra el vebieuio inspeccionado SEXTO : Se deje const ancia de 
las condiciortes generates en que se encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado De 
cualquicr otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo el dereeho de sefSaiar en su debida 
oportunidad Soiicito de conformidad con los artieutos 472 y 475 del Codigo de 
Procedimiertto Civil, en concordance con !o previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene 
la reproduccidn fctografica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de cualquier otro 
que expresamente me reservo serial ar en la oportunidad de ia practice de dicha Inspeccion 
Judicial y que, a tal efecto. se designe urt practice fotdgrafo y un practice roecanico. 
Asimismo, soiicito al Tribunal que las referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su 
presencia y que son repmducciones tieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la 
presente Inspeccion Judicial, para to cml soiicito expresamente que dichas fotografias scan 


agregadas a esta Inspeccion Judicial. Pido, por uhtmo, que una vez evacuada la present^, 
solicitud, me sea devuelta en original junto con sus resultas Es gracia que espero. 
fecha de su presentacion |r t ^ 
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[PLANK IA N*... 
DEHECHOS„ 


-3±L 


y o, _^.9?^E ANTONIO GONZALEZ AL VAREZ, estadounidertse^ jn ay^Ai e edad, r 
habil en derecho, domiciliado en la ciudcd de Valencia, EstadoGarabqbSry' titular de \j^ 
la ceduia de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando-en mi caracter de Presidente de 


BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENI ZOl .ANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 
Firestone Venezolana), sociedad inscritr' por ante ei Registro Mercantil que llevd el 


Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 
Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 
1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea 
General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inherits por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 
Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 
el h^to. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para e,te acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 
, b^ecima en su parte “C” del Docume ito Constitutivo Estatutario, por el presente 
declare: Que confiero en nomire de mi representada, Poder especial pero 
*** am P ,io y bastante cuantn en derecho se requiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 
COLMENARES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de 
edad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titulare:. de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502" 
y 7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos f or ante el Instituto de Prevision Social del 
Abogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 
domicil io, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengau jos derechos, 
acciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en eonsecuencia, en virtud del presents 
mandate, quedan Tacultados los prenomfcrados Apoderados para intenlar, conteslar 
demandas, darse por citados y notificados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 
reconvene iones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 
derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 
ejecutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leves, 
inclusive el de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicacioties. Los 
apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiaies para asuntos determinadns cuando 
lo juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, sustituirios en todo o en parte, 
reservandose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 

’ 7ks f 39 
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DE 


re?uei.jC'A^. ; bcl!var:ana 

NOfr^UA FlffillCA^ SEXTA 



VENEZUELA. 

DE V VALENCIA. 

no ( ^ 


mb' Mi&fci?iQ •. , 
... J) >t- 5 1 
^l;Doj^iil, J 

$0 D .j/l4]'* p [.S anterior documento, redactado por el Abogado: FRAUCISGlUARf VZp' / 
dpgftsfsnb ' J/ / Inscr j l0 ea e [ INPREABOGADO bajo el No 
presenta3S=piga^ su ATJTENTICACION Y DEVOLUCION. segita planilla N° 
_de u /echa: u | | 2000. Presente(s) su(s) otorgante(s) dijo(eron) 

JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ lA ctuando an 4 a do.Ka.cXzH. 

C. A. "} 


34795. 


Hamarse: 

dt PHteidente. de. "BZWGESTOUE P1ZEST0HE VEWEZ0LAWA 


ivlaypc(ks) de edad, domiciliado (s) en: MIENCM,. 


Nacionalidad (es): ^■STAPOUWrPEMSE. . 








Titular (es) de la (s) Cedula (s) de Identidad Numero (s) 607.49? 





Le(do y confrontado el original con sus Fotocopias y finnada en estas y cn el presente 
i ^original en presencia de LA NOTARJO, EL (los) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 
CONTENIDO ES CIERIQ^ MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
>^ AL PIE DEL INSTRUMENTO LA NOTARIO en tal virtud, lo declare AUTENTICADO 
en presencia de los testigos escribientes: MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA 
Titulares de las Cddulas de Identidad Numeros V-4.872.554 Y V-4.684.501, dejSndolo 
inserto bajo el N° *’• . TOMO T>- . de los libros de AUTENTICACIONES 

UevadosporestaN\,taria.U 1MTARI0 SUE SUS CRI8E HACE COHSTAg QUE TUI/0 PAHA SU 
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,T»«!5, ':'S 

■ .... «■ i ‘ , v; 

VlsfA.R DEROlUCION REGISTRY VE BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE RENEZOLANA, C.A..ZNS- 
. ,CRITA «« ANTE EL REGISTRO MFRCANTIL QUE LLERO EL JUZGAPO SE PRIMERA INS— 
ft; tANCIA'FN LO CIVIL V MERCAWTIL PE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN FECHA 
%23-iS-5Ai.;8AJO EL N s I, COMPILADAS SUS REFORMAS EN UN SOLO CUERPO SEGUN 
aMMEteACTA DE ASAMBLEA GENERAL EXTRAORDINARIA DE ACCIONlSTAS, INSCRITA 
EN EL RF3SITRO WERCANTI L PRIMERO DE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN FE~ 
CHA 29-01-97, BAJO EL N* z, TOMO S-A, AUTORIZAPO PARA ESTE ACTO SEGUN SB; . 
ERIDENCIA EN LA CLAUSULA DUODECIMA EN SU PARTE "C” DEL POCUMENTO CONSTITUA: ; . 
TIDO ESTATUTARIO. E IGUALMENTE DEJA CONSTAR SUE PARA ESTE ACTO AUTORIZO 
A LA CIUDADANA MARIA DICTORIA RODRIGUEZ CON CEDULA DE IDENTIDAD R-7. 091. 

I OS, ESCRISltNTE I DE ESTA NOTARIA PARA PRESENCIAR DICHO OTORGAMIENTO CON- 
FORME EL ARflCULO '29 DEL REGLAMENTO DE NOTARIAS PUBLICAS EN LAS OFICINAS 
DE WSSfSSPS® CARRETERA RIEJA RIA LOS GUARDS EN VALENCIA, A LAS 2.00 PM.. 


N\- . br IVV-lVrJA" • 


EL P0PERPAWTE. 
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e.'dis de hoy, Velntluno da Maya del des ml! uno, slendo Ids Once de la maflana se 
trasladd e! Tribunal a scllcliud de la Abogado Araoells del Valle Urdaneia N.,,prevte 
’nabSllacIPR del Hemps neceserlo, sallcltado y aeordado, al-Esiaclonamlenie.Guacara, 
C.A, ublcado en la chile Las Dellclas, Sector las Narajlllos en Guacara, Estado Carabobo, 
con el fin dd prattles/ la tnspeecMn Judicial solleliada y acsrdada. Se designs practice 
FetOgrafe y practice Mechnlec, a las ckidadancs JORGE ANTONIO COLMENARES 
TELLECHEA y DAVIE? GONCALVES MALPICA, presentes alll, ambes yeneeolanos, 
maysres de Sdad.'tUulares de las COdulas de Identldad y.- 28S59S y V.-1 1089574 
-VspeeHvantenie, quleneslmpuestcs de tales deslgnaciones, raanifestarnn suAceptacter, 
y,{testan Juramente.- Canstltulda.el Tribunal en e! referido sltlo NOTIFICA de su mlsIOn 
diiudadanc MIGUEL'FREITES RAMOS, presente am, mayor de edad, titular de la 
V^ddula de Identldad N"322283S, quten manifesto ser Propletarla de! Estaclonamlenta 
donde se enCuentrs constltulde eL Tribunal. Seguldamente y con Asesarsmlente del 
Prattles MeeSnlco antes daslgnado y'Juramentado, precede a practlcar La InspecclOn 
Judicial dlcha y su particular PRIMERO. se de|a constancla quo en el sttte donde se 
encuentra constituldo el Tribunal esta un (1) vehiculo Marcc: Ford; Models; Explorer; 
Tlpo: XLT; Color: Attul; Ado: 1238 y placas: DAO-S1H; en cuantc al particular SEGUNDO 
e! Tribunal deja constancla quo e! Vohlaule antes klentlflcado, tlene cuatro (4) cauchos 
Instaladcs, en cada uno de sue rimes; en cuante al particular TERCERO . el Tribunal deja 
constancla de: 1) Caucho delantoro dereche: Marea: GOOD-YEAR; Tlpo: WRANGLER 
RT/S, medldas: P255/72R1S; Serial: DOT-MKCU-NCHR-2200, 2! caucho delantero 
fcqulerdo: Marca: GOOD- YEAR; Tips: WRANGLER RT/S; Medldas: P255/70R16, Serial 
DOT-MKCU-NCHR-2200; 3) Caucho trasero dereche: Marcc: GOOD-. YAER; Tlpo: 
WRANGLER RT/S; Medldas: “255/70/18; Serial: DOT-MKCU-NCHR-2DOO; 4) Caucho 
trasero Izqulardo: Marea: GOOD- YEAR; Tlpe; WRANGLER RT/S; Medldas: P255/?0r1S- 
Serial: DQT-MKCU-NCHR-2G0G; en cuante a! particular QUARTO y QUINTO . el Tribunal 
erd-na a! ECTOGRAFO, tome fclegraflac, de cada unc de las cauchos Instaladcs en 
cada uno de les rlnes del vchlcule Insseeclenade, el Igual, de la earrocerl8 y las 
eondlclones en quo se encuantra el mlsmc; en cuante al particular SEXTO, sa deja 
conslancla qua las cendlclencs generates en quo se eneuenlra la earroeerla del Vehlcuto 
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Inspecelonado son: descuadre generatizade ejploston de sus vtdrtos y parabrSas, ehasis 
lortldo, teehe y trompa abolledos, laterals? rayados, puerlas y parales descuadrados. El 
Tribunal deja conslanela que la aolkHanle hate uso del derecho de reeerva y espone: ■ 
Solicit" al Tribunal deje conslanela de! Kltometraje qua presenta el yehlculo objeto de la 
presenle inspecelOn; se deje cemtanela del ealado en que se encuentra el Iren delanlero 
y se Hagan reproducclones fotogrdftcas del Iren delanlero en cueslton. * E! Trlbunel, vlsto 
el pediments anterior acuerda en confermldad to soBcHado y pievto aseseramlento del 
-prdctlco meeanlco, deja conslanela de que el Kltomelraje que presenta el vehlculo 
Inspecelonado es de resents y nueve mil seteclentos dleclnueve Klldmetrss {69.719 Km); 
aslmlsrac; previa sollcllud y sumlnlstro del.servlelo de gnie per parte del estaclonamlento 
en el que se encuentra el vehlculo Inspecelonado, se deja eenstaneia de que una pfeja 
del tren delanlero {ROlula) se ve fuera del sltlo que le corresponde. Igualmertpjsel' 
Tribunal ordena agregar las lotos tomadas del vehlculo Inspecelonado. Por plrs pat&, se r ’ 
deja conslanela que » camera loiograflca ullllzads es marca Polorold Instant* Aes <?6 
Close-up. En esl# eslsdo, el noUflcado. Miguel Freltes Ramos, ones ldents£*5fo, ; 
mamflesta que el venfeuio objeto de esta Inapeceton judicial. Ingress al eslactonamtono 
delcual 41 es proplelarlo, por volcamienlo con leslonados, segfln la bolela de depdsllo de 
vehlculos de dlcho eqla^fonam/lentc. Es todo. Se ley* y conformes Tlrman. Regresando el 
' tribunal asuasldBln principal. 
piSuEZR^OVISORIO, 



El PRftCTICO MECPRlCO, 


A^Xl a 11-Ofi^A.t 



El SOLIC1TARTE, 
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Quince (IS) 


fecha 21 de Mayo de! 2001, se !e da salida y se devuelve, 

habiiitado e! tiempc come fue, ccnstante de Quince (15) folios 
utiles,- , 
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Ciudadano 

Juaz Wdmo ds Munidpio de la Circunscripddn Judicial del Area 
Metropolitans da Caracas. 

-ajg£ SPAC MO,- 

\ Vo, MARY JEAN PAREDES MARSHALL, venezolana, mayor de 
abogada en ejerddo, de aata domidlio, tolar de ia cdduia de 
ddsd No. 11.306.847, a inscrita en el Inpreabogado bajo el No. 69.308, 
> usted respetuosamente ocuiro para exponer. 

' Para lines legates que me interasan, soliciio del Tribunal a su cargo, 

sirva trasladarse al modulo de Transito Tenestrs, ubicado en la Urbanlzad6n 
La Trinidad, Munidpio Banda del Estado Miranda, con el objeto de practkar 
una inspecddn judldal conforms a las formati dados previstas qp los artlculo* 
472 al 476 del Cddigo de ProcedMento Civil, a fin de do.lar con stands da los 
sigui antes particulates: 

^ ‘ ^ PRIMERO : Si se encuentre en dicho modulo, produeto de un 

dcamiento oourrido la nodte dal dia SAbedo 26 de mayo de 2001, una 
camiorteta Mama: Ford; Modelo: Explorer; Color vends. 

SEGUNDO : DM estado en qua se eneuentra el veMculo antes 


deacrito. 

TERCERO: De la marca y modelo de los cauchos oon qua se 
encuentra equipada la camioneta en cuesti6n. 

CUARTO: Del estado en que se encuentran los cauchos arriba 
deacrito. 
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QUINTO : De cualquier otro particular da mi interda qua suija an at 
momerto da ta practice da la inspection judicial aquf eclititada. 

Per ultimo, pido at ciudadano Juez daje express constanda an al acta 
,respectiva de todos los particulares antes mendonados, y se haga 
acompafiar de un pradico fctograiico a fin da iomar fotogratias de los 
particulares anteriormente descritos. 

Es Justida, 

Caracas, a la fecha de su presentation 



urgencia del caso por la pane interesada practiquese en la opottumdad que a 
bien tenga el Tribunal, habilitandose el tiempo necesario a 1 m fines de proveer 
sobre la misma. En consecuencia, desele enlrada anotese en el libro respective 
y formese expedients A tales lines re fijan las JJ'.R ffw del dia ifisitl 



Dr. ADOLFO OJHVO R< 
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DIAKIZADO 


. hrv&n d4 dk dk n/jMfohP 

CM,) 1 Ct( ykaMp tfjs (jt £ 7 pvftft 1 ¥hq , /JtXruJft} 

•JM JI-Mq-yvi, jh^-yz&j haht'iaaM^J - 

ir dhmM (yiPc&xviid j /yuAj Q&yi^e&zusij 
(X? OnyCsMc/ f (J fa&^AjCb 24 f^t&iifQ r _ 

m >'W a* U a^wc U- 

/mcu^i uP #du& db fAM^ikwh&V; 

VJhrXAAjo CjA CPaAtZIsyia — 

I uPiJy^iUpn^ /&AVuM 6k/ &)/iU 

/4f u//A&kd^J C{ iin 2w? dk PMcd/As 
dnp/p / oh&ro Qu_ dUaa/ rdd/ct 'ft/JDo Jbr/- 
JU CM. /ftp/ jm y/AEOlb mMsP/Ul 
Jm)Qu& to J JPs p hue / foffl.lfa 
'0^^ ^JhAAKMiM,Gp> -M Jm d jf/yP 

{&nsJ/> jM^yiuyb dti> fiM < yvusrdk<j 

Qpff)/^^ A U ft PUD PS&6M 

AAV ft j cj / v&Uh/ pPmpU J chdv- 

-M- Jo //rv\ a/ ms /' ft. 2h6-bPL> d^<u,j '>yim - 


/) f , / t J i f ^ ^ ^ u or KV"w \4sZ ¥ '^j ^ 

spUawJ ri&/3i&s yyi/d /mst/aa/aa/) JP( Iutuli 

Mf ,k nyi6 MM ) "PftPdd 

'r&JJj^QA- 1/JjVOtCki) Am. k /icc^AMM' P^KQ*. 
-/Wmaft ~TiU 5 dp tfPn'cPt knotM psP 
dft HJUaJ A. (ypCoMAjrO Ctft ftn Qyg( Hri PA 
ClEffhl 1$ ft GOES if /njftiuntd CHiMu) if duk&i- 
CK) cbf 'TniryynQ qJ &ftbapvw J -yrjj^/iPi qmCLo taMa- 
(V£rY\Ado U. hi p/M> dp frmlMp /a Mi~ 
Cjpdh*h /o4PVc/kt?k • U/w\ v^j' £P*6 — 
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JFIulI> Jl$ I/ulyvMaJ fa J> 

^FRESCO i /fine Q'A. aMMU M rt?D 

• db piu ^Yusri&dO fCiMcbdU.- 

, w> JOftbi Alum o do Ovihta'ma eoca 

UMTt pxcUMio Oorv) t/ ijs /-/?iV/3/f t»- 
, zMo d> DD/oi/ZS Ofi/KHv sivitfU 
: - J$ Pa&a^'pU) Ul /WpprCoh 
tM MZc jpUdo #1 f/u'A^uM 1 cOm yyu> c&m 
JjjyUelCa ftFfeyvM al (UaCD*- Mm SHO- 
AlftTtihM LlEHDO AE&D pZ.ouSudo 
M yjs b.UHWO aetpG' c^Y° 

% OmI Dp^nrUtd CtiImvM- 

^ mndk ’Jkv-wt- Mo -^Hcintvujs^ 

6 lAy&YiK IkA / ZL%~\'yvu^ pycMd yUMfi/^tUo - 
J$-L d InM AjUsoar^ (pyjtu<^J phd&tdu/- 
} jU ? hoA&Mdo dj 7»rK(ddl&) < 5 * ti/SiCLUM 
JjT> MUbjAiPy^ ^rrJMu^iip Ca rwh- 
% 2EJHESD: fyj 'TUhfuy^J ckyi 6(f\ui- 
JxjMoJj ®fuJ jla jJ lutY^ d&wtf /Of - 
pMAyduj yjMctO oMh^ 

pH iMMnMbo Xowjk ^ayryUyuU (J)cu£4. Mi 
dUdCldo jUpUy^L /r plj2^4 A6j zfl 
UFdjL Zhju( fl A ajlM)YI/w&a*j l^uY/n<.yiA> - 

jAAJfik /Hr i( JMfd aide' /f^ 

OM ydtmvuME. 6E60NDO ; tfi M°hu^*I - 
CUj a {tdrmlMaas quj Ct ■--^pio IMM 
fouto okiMw/ 4 IhU U M Dr- 

Dj&ro hn 


y\JP-> 
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^OAj/yuAcrt fat hn*jX<r> j Cfao efafatdo fk/ndd J 

' ^^dkfawff) ddUtJjhj) faxdtO fehu. 

^ . /U&u'f jxtA^O dxi/uMta forfoto /ufa fatad*)- 

/fa cfa>CAjtO Ctd $AC&0 dtAe/ml Flcko Ja^o 

ckrCmo cfafado / fad^ dhcAA. ddiud^J- 
tAudv dd<&t$A* faTfMhdJi Mp«d#fa 
J# fa\A/AA> AS}*i-lMfa0Lo dyuA\fcj 

Idfac^tdo jTjCAiaj <j (Xuad/*J efafau&> 7 t^lMu) 
fafa** f fad^Af AfflMiK0ti> ndkj dddo did Odo 
(falMo [dxP (fayfal ) ^fafaajXo 

xfatfYWMMAjdb ' jj) £/>Uufa) Jd Ia^O AAkMAvdO 
IfafadJLfa d&y\ d-fabtx^oCt <y>MjyiJdj /l (Cd vT" 


X v *4 -rv't-wy JAW V t WV7 / i-C •'* 

^Akfa oil (dyMm jbufc~> dsld?- ddufao dd 
S fadAxJfa dufafam 7 Ffj&bftjD* y t\ 
fauhtAifa dfa fadwMuds /Uu jfajM ofatei-' 
i IftjY fad Id, (ZdUudovu/dy afa 7 vdryxjLuds <M- 
Jfa A ^JAtCaM) fafaj faufacdd fa/ Qza^- 
,>pfap nmoddo ‘U/MHGLtH %T/5 n^ene^ 
CO^J l&df , (d/d(nY\on oyvO^ CU/jA fawy&ucAj 


fad Jb~) cbr> 
(fa oxpdd^njTpOj 



"G 


Ottf fac/o 

.... - $J 7m ww 
^ IfahuJUs faJddd fa 
c^mdkio *m d Jfadz Ttk/iRD: Qu/hlJD: 
fad l -Oxhnmd Maa (Arv/iiouca^ Ay /9d k ~ 
fa) u/yo ctd. fawujtd fax I acc&aO tmd duUM*y 
fa > faiAdd) a. /ydocdhj) m .ik dxi HarJJ&wi 
par&d&s UfiZstf All dJ decide df 1'wdJi fawfiv 
ct{ U 7'iisyuAfaaj ai jodduy^. Fdbeo Idle 

QA- dvwti cd /nCwhiTiAy Ci~ndlde&. Fn #>& 
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^njwiJn^o cd> d^jru&tv dk 

',„ -fajz #* c ^- 

\ Ca j uc~o , (jjwd^ 

fr, nu a/ f*6>‘ y> ^ y 
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JUEZ . PMMtff&T DE LOS MUNICIPIOS VALERA, MOT AT AN Y SAN 
RAFAEL DE CARVAJAL DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL DEL 
ESTADO TRUJILLO. 


SU DESPACHO. 

Yo, NELSON ROJAS VILLEGAS, venezolano, mayor de edad, 
Abogado en Ejercicio, titular de !a Cedula de Identidad No. 9.170.881, inscrito en 
INPREABOGADO bajo el No. 31.431, domiciliado en la Ciudad de Maracay, 
Estado Aragua, y aqui de transito por esta ciudad de Valera. Estado Trujillo, 
actuando en este acto en mi propio nombre y representaeion v en mi caracter de 
propietario del vehiculo Ford, Explorer, piacas TAA-840, ante usted con el debido 
respeto ocurro a fin de exponer y como mejor proceda en derecho. digo: 

Solicito muy respetuosamente a este digno Tribunal, que de 
conformidad con lo previsto en los arttculos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de 
Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo Civil, se traslade y constituya en la 
direccion que en su debida oportunidad le sefialare, a fin de dejar constancia por la 
via de INSPECCIGN JUDICIAL, de los particulares siguientes: 

PRIMERO: 

De ia presencia, en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido ei 
Tribunal, de un Vehiculo Marca FORD, Modelo EXPLORER. Tipo SPORT 
WAGON , Color ROJO VINO. Ano 1998, Piacas Nos. TAA-840. que 
presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEGUNDO: 

Dejar constancia si el vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro 
(04) cauchos instalados en cada uno de los tines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

TERCERO 

Dejar constancia de la Marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los 
cauchos instalados en cada uno de los Rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

CUARTO 

Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados, en 
cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado 
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QUINTO: 

Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se 
encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado 

SEXTO: 

Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se 
encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEPTIMO: 

Me reservo el derecho de senalar cualquier otro hecho o 
circunstancia que surgiere al momento de la practica de la presente inspection. 

Solicito de conformidad con lo previsto en los articulos 472 y 475 
del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 
502 ejusdem, se ordene la reproduccion fotograficas de los hechos expresamente 
especificados y de cualquier otro que expresamente me reserve sefialar en la 
oportunidad de ia practica de la Inspeccion Judicial y que a tal efecto se designe un 
practico fotografo y un practico mecanico. 

Igualmente solicito al Tribunal que las referidas fotografias 
fiieron reaiizadas en su presencia y que son reproducciones fieles y exactas de los 
hechos evidenciados en la presente inspeccion Judicial, para lo cual solicito 
expresamente que dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta INSPECCION 
JUDICIAL. 

Por ultimo pido ciudadano Juez, que una vez evacuada la presente 
solicitud me sea devuelta el original con sus resultas. 

Es gracia que impetro en Valera a la fecha de su presentation. 





1600 


GADG PR IMERQ DE LOS MUNICXPtOS VALERA. MOTATAN. 3 AN RAFAEL DE 
CAR.VAJAL Y ESCUQUE DE LA Cl RCUNSCR 1 PC I ON JUDICIAL DEL ESTADC 
TRUJILLO.- VALERA, CUATRO DE JUNID DEL DOS P1IL UNO.- 

1919 y 1429. 

For recibida la solicitud aue antecsde. D^sele entrada y 
cumplase. En consecuencia, trasladese y const i tAyase el Tribunal en 
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horas de despacho deL dla de hoy, Cuatro da Junio del Das Mil Lno. 
siendo las cir«cc> de la tarde, se traslado y canstituyo el Juzgado Primero 
de las Munieipios Valera, MatatAn, San Rafael de Carva.ial y Escuque de ia 
Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Trujillo, en ei Taller Ideal, ubicada en 
la Calls Principal del Sector denommado Cubits, Cubita, Mumcipio Sari 
Rafael de Carvajal, Estado Trujillo; con el fin de efectuar la Inspeccion 
Judicial a que se refiere la solicitud que antecede.- Se notified de la 
misidn al ciudadano: WUILIAM BASTIDAS, titular de la C£riula de Identidad 

NS V— 4.322.620, quien dijo ser el Propietario del Taller. Esta presents 

en el acta el Abagada, ciudadana: NELSON ROJAS VILLEGAS, titular de la 
C£dula de Identidad NS 9.170.881, e inscrito en el Inpreabagado bajo el NS 
31.431, quien es el Salicitante y promovente de la Inspeccion 

Judicial. Seguidamenfee El Solicit ante, solicit a al ciudadano Juez 

proceaiera a efectuar la Inspeccion Judicial y ei Tribunal, AL PARTICULAR 
PRIMERO deja constancia que en el sitio donde se encuentra canstituido 
se encuentra estacionado un vehiculo con las siguientes earacteristicas: 
MARCA: FORD; MODEL Os EXPLORER? TIRO: SPORT WAGON; COLOR: ROJO VINO; A«0: 
199B? PLACAS: TAA-840; SERIAL DE CARROCERIA: AJU2WP36177; SERIAL DEL 

MOTOR: 6 CILINDROS. AL PARTICULAR SEGUNDQ : Acto seguido el 

Tribunal deja constancia que el vehlcula abjeto de la presente Inspeccion 
Judicial presents cuatrq cauchos instaladas en cada una de los 

nines. AL PARTICULAR TERCERO . En este estado El Salicitante 

solicit a el derecho d© palabra v concedido como Is fue e:<puso: Solicit o al 
Tribunal proceda a designer un Practica Mecaraco para el desarroiio de 
los Particular que se amente el Pr^ctico MacAnico, recayendo dicha 
dasignaeion en la persona dal ciudadano: DAVID 6QNCALVE5 MALPICA, titular 
de la Cedula de Identidad NS V-ll.089.574.- En este estado el Tribunal 
acuerda de confornudad con lo solicitada y designa Pr^ctico Mecaraca al 
ciudadano: DAVID GONCALVES MALPICA. ya idenfc if icado, quien estando 
presente se le tomo ei juramentp de Ley, y expuso: Juro cumplir con las 
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abligaciories xnherentes al cargo. Ac to seguido el Tribunal de.ia- 

const an cia que el Practice Mecanico design ado precede a in for mar al 
S uzgado que la flarca, Ti.po y Serial ds las cauchos, esran identif icadas 
de la siguienfce mar.era: CAUCHQ DELANTERD DERECHQ : Marcas ■ GOOD i EAR; 
Tipo: WRANGLER RT/S; Medidas: LT 235/75R15; Serial: DOT PBHl. 2AC4 j.; 0Oi 
CAUCHQ DELAN TERD IZQUIERDQ : Marcas GOOD YEAR? Tipo: WRANGLER RT/S? 
Medidass LT 235/75R15? Serial: DOT PBHL 2AC4 2400; CAUCHQ TRASERQ 
DERECHQ Marca: GOOD YEAR; Tipo: WRANGLER RT/S; Med 1 das: LT 23S/75R15; 
Serial: DOT PBHL 2AC4 2400; CAUCHQ TRASERQ IZQUIERDCh Marcas GOOD YEAR; 
Tipo: WRANGLER RT/S; Medidas: LT 235/75R15; Serial: DOT PBHL 2AC4 

2400. AL PARTICULAR CUARTD: En ©ste estado El Solicitante 

solicito el derecho de palabra y concedido como le fue expuso: Solicito al 
Tribunal proceda a design a r un Presctico Fotografn para el dasarrolla de 
los Particuiares que se amerite tomar fotografias, pudiendo racasr 
dicha designation en la persona del ciudadano: JORGE ANTONIO CQLMENARES, 
titular de la Cddula de Identidad NS V— 386.596.- En este estado el 
Tribunal ac.uerda de conformidad con lo solicitado y designa Prdctico 
Fatografo al ciudadano: JORGE ANTONIO CQLMENARES, ya identif icadc, quien 
estando presente se le tamo el juramenta de Ley, y expusos Jura cumpiir 

con las obligaciones inhe rentes al cargo.-- Acto seguido el PrAcfcico 

Fotografa procedio a tamarles fotos inst an taneas de los cauchos 
instalados en cada uno de los nnes del vehiculo objeto de la present® 
Inspection Judicial, ' las cuales fueron tomadas con una Citmara Fotografica 
Instant Anea Marcas POLAROID; Closeup 636; las cuales fue ran agregadas a 

la presente solicitud. AL PARTICULAR QUINT Q ; el Tribunal deja 

constaricia que el PrActica Fotografo procedio a tomarle la fatografias a 
la Carroceria del vehiculo abjeto de la presents Inspection Judicial, las 

cuales fueron agregadas a La Solicitud. AL PARTICULAR SEXTO , el 

Triburta deja constancia con la ayuda del Pr Actico MecAnico designado de 
las condiciones generales en que se encuantra la Carroceria del vehiculo 
ob.jeto de la presente Inspecei&n Judicial, las cuales son las siguientess 
1.- Descuadre generalicado; 2.— Explosion de Parabrisas; 3.— ^Hundimiento 
pron unci ado de techo y capo; 4.- Descuadre de puertas y parales; 5.- 
Aballadijras y rasponas generales. flL PARTICULAR SEPT1M0 : En 
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este es'aO o el FrActica flecamco .designed© solicits el derecho de palabra 
y coricedido como 1© fuss Ekpusos Solicito qua el Trifaunal de.ja constancia 
del kilametraje que s© observa en si vefttculcs para el momenta de la 
Inspeccion Judicial y de la Marca, Tipo, Medida y Serial del caucho d© 

reouesta. Acto seguido ©1 Tribunal acuerda de conformidad cor* to 

solicit ado, y deja const ancia due el PrActico Mecar. ica informa que ei 
kilometraje que presents el vehicuio cars el memento de la Inspeccion 
Judicial es de 78.8P5 Kilometres y la Warca, Tipo, Medida y Serial del 
caucho de repuesto ess Marcas GOOD fEAR? Tinas WRANGLER RT/S? fledidasi 
LT 235/75FU5; Serial? DOT PBHL 2AC4 2400.-— — • — Seguidamente El 
SoUcitante, solicito el derecho de palabra y concedido como le fue 
expusos Solicito al ' Tribunal se me -expicta capias fotostaticae debibament© 
certificadas de la present© solicitud con todas sus actuaciones y 
anexos.- El Tribunal scueraa de eonformidad can la solicit ado y ordena 
©ivcpedir ias copies fotostaticas certificadas de toda la Solicitud junto 
con los recaudos anexos. Para la reaiizacidn de las copies certificadas 
se autorxza a la ciudadana LEXNTS EVELIN DEL VILLAR, Funciortaria de este 

Tribunal. — — — No temendo otras diligsncias que cumplir se 

ordena el regreso del Tribunal a su sede natural. — “ — 

tado.- Ter mind, se leyd y conforms se 'firma, si an do las Sets 
de la Tarde.- 






TRVSS/DCH/Eveliru— 
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Ciudadana 

Jaw Primero del Muntcipio Carirubana de la Circanscripcioo Judicial 
del Estado Falc6n 
Su Despacho 

Yo, MARIA JOSKFINA OLIVARES LUGO, venezolana, mayor de edad, 
domiciliada en esta ciudad de Panto Fijo, Municipio Autonomo Carirubana de! Estado 
Falcon, Abogada en ejercicio, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N® 9.583.475 e inscrita ante el 
Institute de Prevision Sock! del Abogada bajo el N D 34.778, procediendo en este acto en mi 
propio nombre; ante listed de conformidad con lo pautado en el Artieulo 1.429 del Codigo 
Civil, en eoncordancia eon io establecido en el Libro Segundo, Seccion 4®, Capitulo VII, 
ultimo aparte del Artieulo 472 del Codigo de Procedinhento Civil, con todo respeto oc-wo 
para solicitar el traslado ; y constitucion del Tribunal en el Estaeionamiento Santa Ana, 
ubicado en la Autopista Coro-Punto Fijo del Estado Falcon; para que por via de Inspeceion 
Ocular se sirva dejar constancia de las personas, objetos, cosas, lugares, bienes y documentos 
a que se refieren los siguientes particulares: 

PRIMERO: Que en el lugai en donde esta constituido el Tribunal, se encuentra un vehiculo 
estacionado Malta? Ford, Mod do: Expl orer, Color: Verde, Placas: LAF 881 De igual 
forma dejar expresa constancia del serial del motor, carroceria, y cualesquiera otros dates que 
permttan una mayor identificacidn del vehiculo objeto de la Inspeceion. 

SEGUNDO: Que el vehiculo antes identificado tiene instalados los cauchos en cada uno de 
sus rmes. 

TERCERO: De las condiciones generaies de los cauchos colocados en cada uno de los rines 
del vehiculo inspeccionado y de su banda de rodamiento. 

CUARTO: Igualmente, me rcservo el derecho de dejar expresa constancia de cualquier otro 
hecho o circunstancia que, como solicitante, considere conveniente o necesario al momento 
de la practice de esta solicited. 

Asimismo, de eonformidad con los Articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, 
en eoncordancia con lo previsto en el Artieulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la reproduccion 
fotografica del vehiculo, cauchos, rines, bandas de rodamiento y demas objetos y cosas que 
expresamente me re servo sen alar, al momento mistno de la practica de esta Inspeceion 
Ocular. Para los fines anteriormente indicados. pido al Tribunal se sirva designar un practico 
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fotografo y un practice mecanico para que le asistan al momento de la evacuacion de la 
presente inspeccion. 


Soiicito respeteosamente a este Tribunal se sirva dejar expresa constancy de -que das 
fotografias tomadas al momenta de la practica de la Inspeccion fueron re&iiagas ep£su 
presencia, y que por lo tamo, scan consideradas como reproducciones fieles y oxSptas delos 
hechos presenciados, para lo cual soiicito expresamente que dichas 
agregadas a esta Inspeccion Ocular con la fmalidad de que former* parte integrants e 
inseparable de la misma, 

Finalmente, a los fines de la evacuacion de la Inspeccion Ocular aqui solicitada, juro la 
urgencia del caso, y a tal efecto pido al Tribunal se sirva habilitar todo el tiempo que fuera 
necesario para la admision y evacuacion de la solicited contenida en este documento. De 
igual forma, soiicito de la ciudadana Inez se sirva devolverme en original la presente 
Inspeccion con sus resultas, una vez que haya sido evacuada. Es justicia. En Punto Fijo, a la 
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CiiS^adano 
%: | Su Qespecho- 

.#/ 


Yo, ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N., venezolana, mayor de edad, domiciliada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V-7.082.174, abogada 
en ejercicio, inscrita en el 1NPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706, procediendo en este acto 
en mi caracter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de instrumento poder otorgado por ante la 
Notaria Publica Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cual quedd anotado 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libras de Autenticaciones Uevados por esa Notaria Publica, 
que se anexa a esta solicttud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compaflia antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantii que llevo el luzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N 9 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Primera de la Circunscripcion ludicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enera de 1997, 
bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad 
v^can los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo 
- Eivil, juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisito de la distribution, con ei fin 
de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direction que oportunamente le senalare, a 

^ fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 

PC! ■■ u 

PRIMERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra const ituido el Tribunal, de un 
vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, tipo, color, arto y placas, que presenta el 
vehiculo inspeccionado, SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro (4) 
cauchos instalados en cada uno de sus rines. TERCERQ De la marca, tipo y serial de cada 
uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del \ehtculo inspeccionado. 
CUARTQ : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los 
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PLANUtA N*_ 

06RSCH0S _ 

O0TR0AM(£NT0_ 


^Yo, "jORGE J^TONIO GONZALEZ AL VAREZ, 4 

^ habii en derecho, domicilsado en la eluded de Valencia, EstadoCarabCUdey ti tular del e 
: la cedula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caiacter de Presidente de s 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VE NEZOLANA C.A., (antes den o minada C .A. t 
l Firestone Venezolana), sociedad inscrifc' por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo el f 
Juzgado Segundo de Frimera lnstancia e.i lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscrip cion g 
Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubte de 1956, bajo el Nro . ? 

1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asambiea g 
General Exfaordinaria de Accionistas inscrita por ante el Re gistro Me rcanti l Prim ero s 
de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo ^ 
el Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para cite acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula ^ 
Dundecima en su parte “C” del Documeito Constitutive Estatutario, por el presente^ ^ 

• documento declare: Que confiero en nom rre de mi representada, Poder especial pero 

is ■ - " 

ampiio y bastante cuanto en dereciio se requiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 
M COLMENARES y ARACEL1S URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, mayores de ^ 
*' edad, soiteros, habiles en derecho, titular*? de las ceduias de identidad Nro. 7.06T502 
y 7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos por ante ei Instituto de Prevision Social del ^ 
jAbogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este ^ 
idomicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, ^ 
aeciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 
mandato, quedan .facultados los prenomtrados Apoderados para intentar, contes tar ^ 
darse por citados y notificados; oponer y contestar excepciones y ^ 
reconvenclones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comptometer en arbitros arbitradores o de ^ 

derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedtr y hacer ejecutar medtdas preventivas y 

26 

ejecutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leves, 
inclusive ei de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciones. Los ^ 
I apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especial cs para asuntos determinations cuando ^ 
28 |{o juzguen convenient© o lo requiera la Ley, sustituulo* en todo o en parte, 
jreservandose o no su. ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualqutcr tiempo cuendo a bien j ^ 
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REe.U3tIS^|0LIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA. 

NGT^UA : SEXTA DEv VALENCIA 

400 (^ r , 

documento, redactado por el Abogado: FRANCI.^giMART' V£^ 
OjljftStZlT- 'J/J [n^t,, ea el inpreABOGADO bajo el No Fue 

pjmT su AUTENTICACION Y DEVOLUCION, segun planilla N° 


presented 

3i19ti % j c "fcejm; 24 | 10 | 2000. Presente(s) su(s) otorgante(s) dijo(eron) 



JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ (A dtuando in iu twiitfiK 


11am arse: 

dl ftiiiidinii di "BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A." 



Mayor (es) de edad, domiciliado (s) en: VALENCIA 

1 3 := : : -=.:.m=r 

•ii0Dt Nacionalidad (es): ESTAPOONIPENSE 



i ^original en presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (los) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 
. CONTENIDO ES CIERTXU' MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
^ 'AL PIE DEL INSTRUMENTO “. LA NOTARIO en tal virtud, lo declare AUTENTICADO 
en presencia de los testigos escribientes: M1LAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA 
Titulares de las Cidulas de Identidad NOmeros V-4.872.554 Y V-4.684.501, dejAndolo 
inserto bajo el N° 41 - . TOMO . de los libros de AUTENT1CACIONES 

llevados por esta N^taria. LA NOTARIO SUE SUSCRISE HACE COMSTAR QUE TUI/0 PARA SU 
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REPUBUCA BOUVARIANA DE VENEZUELA 



PODER JUDICIAL 
JURISDICCION CIVIL 


TO 04 if 


N*.^_ 


SOLICITUDES 


ARCHIVO 


SOUCITANTEIS) apacui is nprwffifA 


MOTIVO: xK-»R;:cr^!jN ji'PxPxAt 


JUZCABO: m-yi-ic cht.wo ns were 


FECHA DE F.NTRADA 


Ola 1 1 Mas 


Jo 


Ann 2-001 


FECHA DEVOLUCION: 


Dla 


rN 0 

© 


C 3 f'« 

a&W < 

i; 

mr 


c. 22 
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Ciudatfeno 
Su Despacho- 


Yo, ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N., venezolana, mayor de edad, domiciliada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V-7.082.174, abogada 
en ejercicio, inscrita en el 1NPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706, procediendo en este acto 
en mi caracter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de instrumento poder otorgado por ante la 
Notaria Publica Setta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cual qued6 anotado 
bajo el N* 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones ilevados por esa Notaria Publics, 
que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compares antes dersominada CA FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que lievo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcidn Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N® l, compiladas sus reformas es un solo cuerpo, segun ccnsta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo; De conformidad 
con los articulos 192 , 936 y 938 del C6digo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del C6digo 
Civil, jure la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisite de la distribucidn, con el fin 
de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direction que oportunamente le sefialard, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de los parti cuiares siguientes: 
PRIMERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un 
vehiculo Marca: Ford, Model©: Explorer, tipo, color, afio y placas, que present* el 
vehiculo inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes idemificado, tiene cuatro (4) 
cauchos instalados en cada uno de sus rines. TERCERQ De la marca, tipo y serial de cada 
uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 
CUARTO Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los 
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rines del vehiculo inspeccionado QUINTO : Se tomen fotografias de la carroeerta y las 
condiciones en que se encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. S EXTO . Se deje constancy de 
las condiciones generaies en que se encuentra fa carrocena del vehiculo inspeccionado. De 
cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reserve el derecho de sefialar en su debida 
oportunidad. Solicito de conformidad con ios aiticuios 472 y 475 del Codigo de 
Procedimiento Civil, en concordance con b previsto en ei articuio 502 ejusdem, se orderte 
la reproduction fotogrifica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de cualquier otro 
que expresamente me reservo serial ar en la oportunidad de la practice de dicha Inspection 
Judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practice fotografo y tin practico mecanico 
Asimismo, solicito ai Tribunal que las referidas fotografias fiieron realizadas en su 
presencia y que son reproducciones fieies y exactas cle los hechos evtdenciados en la 
presente Inspection Judicial, para io cuai solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean 
agregadas a esta Inspeccion Judicial Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada k presente 
solicitud, me sea devueita en original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que espero, en la 
fecha de m presentacidn. 
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;s* ...... 

L w 

Yo, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ AL VAREZ, estadou^deilge^fna^ 
habil en derecho, domiciliado en la ciudiul de V alencia, Estado^afqfa&bflf ; y titular dc 
la cedula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de 


BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 


(Firestone Venezolana), sociedad inscrit': 1 por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo el 


Juzgadtf Segando de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion 
Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. 
1, compiiadas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea 


General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero 


27 


28 

29 

sol 


de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 
el Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para erte acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 
Dundecima en su parte “C” del Docume ito Constitutive Estatutario, por el presente 
documento declare: Que confiero e.n nomjre de mi representada, Poder especial pero 
amplio y bastante cuanto en derecho se rtquiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 
COLMENARES y ARACEL1S URDANET A NAVAS, venezoFanos, mayores de 
edad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titulare:. de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 
y "7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos por ante el Institute de Prevision Social del 
Abogado bc;o los niimeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 
domicil io, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 
apeiones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 
mandate, quedan Tacultados los prenombrados Apoderados para intentar, conteslar 
demandas, darse por citados y notiticados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 
reconvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 
derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 
ejecutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, 
inclusive el de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciones. Los 
apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiales para astintos determinados cuando 
lo juzguen conveniente o lo requiera la Ley, sustiluirlos en todo o en parte, 


20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
2# 
27 
** 
29 


reserv andose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tiempo cuando a bien 
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r* t , / U j 

-JyffjttTS r 




DBWLfeNi- ?',.n. 

NA DE VENEZUELA. 

SEXTA DE\ VALENCIA Dm 1 * 3 .-irt^ffei?IQ 

/tan ( 44" JCQp -4s imdmiJ 


torJUiygi i 

prcsentaco— TSra 
H79I. 


■mmdthar 7 /^r')Q2g 4* ^^jg|il. 5 

[1 manor docnmento, redaetado poi e! Abogado: F KART V(p^ 
Ml tascrito ea el INPRE ABOGADO bajo el No Hill. Fue 
a su AUTENTICACION Y DEVOLUCION, scgta planiiia N° 
_de_ fecjia: 14 ] | 2000. Presented) su(s) otorgante(s) dijo(eron) 


iiair.arst: JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ {Aatumde an an caA&eXtt 

ii Piuidtntt it "BR1VGES10NE FIRESTONE VENEZOLAIM, C.A.") 



‘.Mayor (es) de edad, donieiliada (s) en: VALENCIA...... 


jj^e Nacionaliriad (es): ESTABOUMPBtSE. , 



Titularies) de la (s) Cddtda (s) de Identidad Numero (s) C-S1.S0l.4Tl 



1 Leido y.amfrontado eforiginal con sus Fotocapias y firmada en estaa y en el presente 

i ^original bi piesencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (las) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 
. dWftENIDO ES CiERTOJr MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
j^AL PE DEL INSTRUMENTO LA NOTARIO en tal viriud, lo declare AUTENTTCADO 
■en presettcia de ios testigoa escnbientes: MEAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA 
Titulares de las Cddulas de Identidad Nfaueros V-4.872.SS4 Y V-4.684.501, dejtadolo 
inserto bajo el N° *>• . TOMO 7, ~ ■ de ios tibros de AUTENTICACIONES 

llevados par esta NUaria. LA NOTARIO SUE SUSCRIBE DACE C0NSTAR QUE TUMJ PARA SU 
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VlStbjY kwiueiOH REST STR0 PS BRIDSESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.,IN|a-r 

■c’i an. jjs ante el registro rercantu 2 ue llevo el juzbavo re primera jtfer. 

WSCSL'iN 10 ' CIVIL V MERCAWIL PE ESTA CIRCUMSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN 
Jl-it-SS^WV EL N« I, COMF1 LADAS SUS REFORMAS EM UN SOLO CUERW S0W#\ 
MSrPE ACTA PE ASAM8LEA SEVERAL EXTRAORPWARIA DE ACCMMSTAS, IPCgW «•. 
EM EL RE6SITR0 MERCAOTIL PRIMES! DE ESTA CIRCUNSCRtPClCN JUDICIAL, EM #" . 
CHA 0-tt-n, SAJO El N 4 * 2, TOKO «-A, AUTOWZAM PARA ESTE ACTO SES®feJ|v; ; 
EPIOEMCIA EM LA CLAUSULA BU3SECIMA EM SU PASTE "C" DEL DOCUMEWO CONSriT%_; ... • 
TIW ESTAruTARie, E I5UALMEMTE OEJA COMSTAR 01E PARA ESTE ACTO MOUW ; 

A LA CIUPADANA MARIA VICTORIA RWRISUEI CON CEPULA DE 1PENTIPAD V-?. 01*. «' 

m. EscsisllMre i re esta notaria para presekciar diced otossamiewo CON- 
FORMS EL AltriCULO tl DEL RE3LASENTO DE WOTARIAS .PUBLICAS EM LAS OFICIMAS 
PE CARRETERA VIEJA VIA LOS 3UAV0S EN VALENCIA, A LAS 2,00 PM.. 

. Ai a “ ' 

wife? 3 
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REPUBL1CA DE VENEZUELA 



PODER JUDICIAL 


JURISDICCION CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 

ARCHIVO 


SOUCITANTE (S): ABOS.UBMSETA H. A8ACBHS BEL VALLE A POBERADA J0BICIAL DEs 

BRXaSBSTOKE FIRESTOHE TEKSZOLAHA.C.A.) 


MOTIVO: IK3FEGCI0S JUDICIAL 


JUZGADO: SBCTHBO EEL OTHI CIPIO BAEIROBASA BEL ESIABO PALCOR, C« SEBS BE PffHfO 

mo. 


FECHA DE ENTRADA: Dia yK3 Mgs <^o<D / 


FECHA DEVOLUaON: Pi, Me , £><g ASo * 200 ' 


Ik 


\ 


\ ^ 
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Ciudadano 

JVBZ PET'SEO BEL ’HHOIFIO CAHI20BJ52U fBISraiBinBOS) BE Li CIHSCrSCBrPOX® JUDICIAL 
BEL ESTABO 7ALC01T,OOlr SEEE BT HETTO ITJO.- 

Yo, ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N., venezolana, mayor de edad, domiciliada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V-7.082.174, abogada 
en ejercicio, inscrita en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706, procediendo en este aeto 
en mi carter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de instrumento poder otorgado por ante la 
Notaria Publica Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el eual quedo anotado 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones llevados por esa Notaria Publica, 
que se anexa a esta solicited de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA CA, 
compaRia antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mereantil que llevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera tostancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N° 1, compiiadas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asambiea General Extraordinary de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
bajo el N’ 2, Tomo 8-A ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conlbrmidad 
con los attictilos 192, 936 y 938 del Cbdigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo 
Civil, jure la urgencia del easo, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisite de ia distribution, con el fin 
de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direction que oportunamente le seftaiare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de inspection Judicial, de los particulates siguientes: 

PRIMERO : De la presencia en e! lugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un 
vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, tipo, color, aRo y placas, que presenta el 
vehiculo inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si el vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro (4) 
cauchos instalados en cada uno de sus rines. TERCERO : De ia marca. tipo y serial de cada 
uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

CUARTO Se tomen fotograftas de cada uno de los cauchos mvuiadm en cada uno de los 
rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. OUINTO - Se tomen fotograriac de la carroeeria y las 
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condiciortes en que se encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. SEXTO : Se deje constancia de 
las condiciones generates en que se encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado. De 
cuaiquier otro hecho o cireunstancia que me reservo el derechc de senaiar en su debida 
oportunidad. Solicit© de conformidad con los aniculos 472 y 475 del Codigo de 
Frocedimiento Civil, en concordancia cor lo previsto en el articuio 502 ejusdem, se ordene 
la reproduction Fotografica de los hechos expresamente especsficados y de cuaiquier otro 
que expresamente me reservo seftalar en la oportunidad de ia practica de dicha Inspection 
Judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practice fotografo y un practice mecanico. 
Asimismo, solicito at Tribunal que las referidas fotograilas ilieron reatizadas en su 
presencia y que son reproduccsones fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en Sa 
presente Inspection Judicial, para lo cuai solicito expresamente que dtchss fotografsas sean 
agregadas a esta Inspeccion Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente 
solicitud, me sea devuelta en original junto con sus resit itas. Es gracia que espero, en la 
fecha de su presentation 


ZZa.% y~?u r <£? 
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y 7.082.174, respectivamente, inscritos for ante el Institute de Prevision Social dei 
Abogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 
domicilio, para que conjunta o separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 
acetones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identlficada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 
mandate, quedan .facultados los prenomtrados Apoderados para intentar, contestar 
demandas, darse por citados y notitlcados; oponer y contestar exeepeiones y 
reconvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores o de 


derecho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 

8 _ 

ejeeutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leves, 
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OLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA. 

SEXTA DE\ VALEN? 

KW ( ^ / 



ior documento, redactado por el Abogado: fmA 

Inscrito ea el INFKEABOGADO bajo el No 6IISI. Fue 

su AUTENTICACION Y DEVOLUCION, segiin planilla N° 
****** Js_Jeciia: | 1 0 | 2000. Presented) su(s) otorgante(s) dijo(eton) 

llamarse: JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ |A cZuando en an crotactea 

dz PniiUzntz it "BR1VGEST0NE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.’) 


';Mayor (es) de edad, domiciliado (s) en: VALENCIA . , 


De Nacionalidad (es): ESTAPOUNIDENSE. 



Titular (es) de la (s) Cddula (s) de Identidad Numero (s) ES1.601.491 


.- ■ Leldo y confrontado el original con sus Fotocopias y flrmada en estas y en el presente 
: ^original en presencia de LA NOTARIO, EL (los) OTORGANTE (S) expuso (eron) “SU 
CONTEN1DO ES CIERTOJf MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
: AL PIE DEL INSTRUMENTO “. LA NOTARIO en tal virtud, lo declare AUTENTICADO 
■en presencia de los testigos escribientes: MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA 
Titulares de las Cddulas de Identidad Nfaieros V-4.872.S54 Y V-4.684.S01, dejindolo 
inserto bajo el N° 41. JOMO . de los libros de AUTENTICACIONES 

Uevados por esta Notaria. LA NOTARIO HUE SUS CRI8E HACE CONST AR QUE TUVO PARA SU 
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Vista-,/ depolucion registro he Bridgestone firestone i/enezolana, c.a., ins--- 

^STA- PtfR ANTE EL REGISTRO MERCAHTIL SUE LLEPO EL JUZGADO OE PRIMERA INS— 
MSssNn LO' CIPIL V HERCANTIL DE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN FECHA 
•M- j jf. M j^sLIO EL N s J, eOMPILADAS SUS REFORHAS EN UN SOLO CUERPO SE8UN 
CTRB&^ACTA DE ASAM8LEA GENERAL EXTRAORDINARY PE ACCIONISTAS, INSCRITA 
EN EL REGSITRO HERCANTIL’ PRIMERO DE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EHvSg— 
CHA 29-0 1-97, BAJO EL N*- 2, TOMO «-A, AUTORIZADO PARA ESTE ACTO SEGUH'Vggt, 
EPIDENCIA EN LA CLAUSULA DUODECIHA EN SU PARTE ”C" DEL VOCUUENTO CONSTITWA 
TIPO ESTATUTARIO. E IGUALMENTE DEJA CONSTAR SUE PARA ESTE ACTO AUTORIZO 
A LA CIUPADAMA MARIA PICTORIA RODRIGUEZ CON CEDULA DE IDENTIDAD P-7, 09*. 

ID*, ESCRIBfEMTE I DE ESTA NOTARY PARA PRESENCIAR DICHO OTORGAMIENTO CON- 
FORME EL ARTICULO 29 DEL REGLAMENTO DE NOTARIAS PU8LICAS EN LAS OFICINAS 
DE CARRETERA PIEJA PIA LOS GUA/PS EN DALENCIA, A LAS 2.00 PH.. 

Q EL ro!)EK,AW ' E . 


EL PODERDANTE. 


|g' ■ ' 

. ’bp • 
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hjbuca bolivariana de Venezuela . poder judicia' 

MJNICIPIQ CARIHBAHA DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUD' 
ON, CON SEDE EM PUNTO FI JO. 



¥ 


FUN TO FI JO, 13 de JUNIO DEL ANO 2001. 
ARCS: 190A y 142s. 


Vista la anterior solieitud presentada por 
la Abogado: ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N #> en su caracter de Apode- 
rada Judicial de la Espresa; BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VQIEZOLANA C.A., 
y por cuanto la misma no ea contraria a derecho ni a ninguna expre- 
sa disposicidn de la Ley y jurada coao ha sido la urgencia del caao 
s@ habilit6 todo el tiempo necesario. En consecuencia 4ste Tribunal 
acuerda trasladarse y constituirse en la direcci6n que la parte soli- 
citante sefiale en el memento de llevar a la practica la misma yreali- 
zar la INSPECCIQN OCULAR solicitada para dejar constancia de los par- 
ticulars a que se contrae la raisma. Andtese en el libro Diario de La- 


bores y en el libro de 
tancia en el libro 



situdes y asignesele numero.-D4 jese cons- 
Hbores que se lleva en esta Tribunal.- 

ovisoRia'f, 

/ 

iVAREZ.- 
EL. SECRETAj 
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SOLICITUDES 

ARCHI VO 


SOLICITANTE (S): ABOG. gBDAKETA H. AP.ACELIS DEL 7ALLE APODERA D A JUDICIAL BE ; 

BillDGESTOHE FIBESTOKE VESB2QLANA,C .A. ) 


MOTIVO: 


INSBECCIOH JUDICIAL 


JUZGADO: SEggKDO del kdhicipio caribubaua del estado falcon, cob sede en pu hto 
FIJO. 


FECHA DE ENTRADA: Pi. Me. OQ A5o '4°°-' 


FECHA DEVOLUCION: Me. ° g A5e 


z 

Q 

•1 x 


rs 

■% 

v. 

/ 

/ 

fV 

\ ■ \ 
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Ciudadano 

JUEZ PRIMERO DEL MUNICIPIO CARI 
JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO FALCON , CON 
SILJDES.PACHO.- 



Yo, ARACELIS DEL VALLE URDANETA N., venezolana, mayor de edad, domicil iada 
en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la Cedula de Identidad N° V-7.082.174, abogada 
en ejercicio, inscrita en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 30.706, procediendo en este acto 
en mi caracter de apoderada, segun se evidencia de instrumento poder otorgado por ante la 
Notaria Pubhca Sexta de Valencia, en fecha 25 de octubre del 2000, el cual quedo anotado 
bajo el N° 41, Tomo 79 de los Libros de Autenticaciones llevados por esa Notaria Publica, 
que se anexa a esta soiicitud de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., 
compania antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que llevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 23 de octubre de 
1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo, segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas, inscrita por ante el Registro mercantil 
Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, 
bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad 
con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1429 del Codigo 
Civil, juro la urgencia de! caso, solicito la habiiitacion del tiempo necesario de este 
honorable Tribunal y, en consecuencia, se obvie, el requisite de la distribucion, con el fin 
de que el tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direccion que oportunamente le seiialare, a 
fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspeccidn Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 
PRIMERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un 
vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, tipo, color, ano y placas, que presenta el 
vehiculo inspeccionado. SEGUNDO : Si ei vehiculo antes identificado, tiene cuatro (4) 
cauchos instaiados en cada uno de sus rines TERCERO De la marca, tipo y serial de cada 
uno de los cauchos instaiados en cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 
CUARTQ : Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos msialados en cada uno de los 
rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. OU1NTO : Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las 
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condiciones en que se encuentra ei vehiculo inspeccionado SEXTO : Se deje constancia de 
las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la carroceria del vehiculo inspeccionado. De 
cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de seflalar en su debida 
oportunidad. Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de,. 
Procedimiento Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordfipe 
la reproduccion fotografica de los hechos expresamente especificados y de cualquier 
que expresamente me reservo seflalar en la oportunidad de la practica de dicha InspeluJibn 
Judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practico fotografo y un practico mecania^k 
Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que las referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su 
presencia y que son reproducciones fteles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la 
presente Inspecci6n Judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean 
agregadas a esta Inspeccion Judicial. Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente 
solicitud, me sea devuelta en original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que espero, en la 
fecha de su presentacion. 
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NOTAR1A public A SFiXT 
DE VALENCIA > 
PIAN1LIA N' _ ^L . 1 .— 




=5^, de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo 
1 J Vr 


W Nro. 2, Tomo 8-A, autorizado para t>te acto segun se evidencia en la Clausula 





CA%98 

. , .■[ £ ’ll 

1, JORGE ANTONIO GONZALEZ ALVAREZ, estadounidense^mayor/de edad, 
til en derecho, domiciliado en la ciudad de Valencia, Estado Carabqbofy titular de 
a cedula de identidad N° 81.607.491, actuando en mi caracter de Presidente de 


BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA C.A., (antes denominada C.A. 
Fifestone Venezolana), sociedad inscrit/: por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo el 


Juzgado Segundo de Primera lnstancia ea lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscripcion I 
Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el Nro. i 
l, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de Asamblea j 


General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inncrita por ante ei Registro Mercantil Primcro 


thiodecima en su parte “C” del Documeito Constitutive Estatutario, por el presente 


doc^mento deciaro: Que confiero en noirnre de mi representada, Poder especial pero 
plio y bastante cuanto en derecho se rt.quiere, a los Abogados MIGUEL ANGEL 


COLMENARES y ARACELIS URDANETA NAVAS, venezolanos, may ores de 
edad, solteros, habiles en derecho, titulare? de las cedulas de identidad Nro. 7.067.502 


y 7.082.174, respectivamqnte, inscritos por ante el Institute de Prevision Social del 


Abogado bajo los numeros 30.705 y 30.706 respectivamente, y ambos de este 


domicilio, para que conjunta 0 separadamente representen y sostengan los derechos, 


acciones e intereses, de mi representada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 


VENEZOLANA, C.A., ya identificada, y en consecuencia, en virtud del presente 


mandato, quedan .facultados los prenomtrados Apoderados para intentar, contestar 
djsmandas, darse por citados y notificados; oponer y contestar excepciones y 


onvenciones, desistir, transigir, convenir, comprometer en arbitros arbitradores 0 de 
cfefciho, promover y evacuar pruebas, pedir y hacer ejecutar medidas preventivas y 


ejecutivas, ejercer los recursos ordinarios o extraordinarios que concedan las Leyes, 


inclusive el de Casacion, hacer posturas en remate y recibir adjudicaciones. Los 


apoderados podran nombrar apoderados especiales para asuntos determinadns cuando 


lo juzguen conveniente o io requiera la Ley, sustituirlos en todo o en parte, 
reserv&idose o no su ejercicio y reasumirlo en cualquier tieinpo cuando a bien 


L66] 


ijj jos Tribunates, funcionarios y Organismos competentes de la Republica, 
^pst^jo^y^i^iieipios, y demas personas naturales o juridicas de caracter publico o 


[vaao.*'ffi jsnkjyUdo que las tacultades aqui enunciadas son a titulo merameniej 
taxativo. Se hacen dos ejemplares de un mismo tenor y a un sok) 

!.. ' 1 


efei 


, en la fecha de su autenticacion.- 


Por BFVZ 


C ^r 


7DRGE A. GONZ/ 






llamarse: 


Imcrito en ei INPREABOGADO bajo cl No 67252. 

AUTENT1CAOON Y DEVOLUCION, segm planilla N° 
_ Jc^JecJia: u | 16 J 2000. Prssezits(s) su(s) otorgamc/s) dijo(eron) 
JORGE AHTQH1Q GONZALEZ ALVAREZ (AcXuxndo zn &a za/LcLcitzn. 


dz MuixLzwtz dz ^BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLAHA, C.A."). 



De estado civil: 


Titular (es) de la (s) C6dula (s) de Identidad Numero (s) ll tOll * 


^^<^yie(do y confrontado el original con sus Fotocopias y firmada en. estas y en el presente 
. ;%>riginal en presencia de LA NOTARXO, EL (los) CTORGANTE (S) expuso (cron) “SU 
. fTQNTENlDO ES ClERTQjr MIA (NUESTRAS) LA (S) FIRMA(S) QUE APARECE (N) 
PIS DEL INSTRUMENT!) LA NOTARIO en taJ virtud, lo declara AUTENTICADO 
i presencia de los testigos escribientes: MILAGROS RUEDA Y MIGUEL BOADA 
Titulares de las CSdulas de Identidad Numeros V-4.872.554 Y V-4.684.50I, dejdndolo 
inserto bajo el N 8 4U . TOMO . de los libras de AUTENTICACIONES 

lievados por esta Notaria, LA WOTARI0 QtiE SUSCRZ8E HACE CCkSTAt QUE TUVO PARA SU 



vno jj 
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pEVOWCm REGISTRO BE 8RI VGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.,1NS- 
pRJTif. PpR ANTE EL REGISTRO MERCANTIL CUE LLEVO EL JUZGABO BE PRIMERA INS— 
TJ%&rEN 14 CIVIL V MERCANTIL BE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN PEC HA 
iJJ-jO-SAtfSAJO EL N* I, CONPI LAVAS SUS REFORMAS EN UN SOLO CUERPO SEGUN ; 

acta be asamblea general extraorbinaria BE ACCZCNISTAS, INSCRHjj L 

EN EL REGSITRO MERCANTI L PRIMERO BE ESTA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL, EN]^®jcT 
CHA 29-01-97, 8AJ 0 EL N 1 2, TOMO !-A, AUTORIZABO PARA ESTE ACTO SEGUtfW^'-' 
EBIBENCIA EN LA CLAUSULA BUOBECIMA EN SU PARTE ”C" BEL BOCUMENTO CONSjrZJTK' 
TIVO ESTATUTAR10. E 1GUALMENTE DEJA CONSTAR QUE PARA ESTE ACTO AUfORIZO ,'~-- 
A LA CIUBABANA MARIA VICTORIA RODRIGUEZ CON CEBULA BE IBENTIBAB V-Z.B9*. S 
101, ESCRIBfENTE I BE ESTA NGTARIA PARA PRESENCIAR VIC HO OTORGAM1ENPQ CON-S 
FORME EL ARflCULO 29 BEL REGLAMENFO BE NOTARIAS TUBLKAS EN LAS OFIMJS 
CARRETERA VIEJA VIA LOS GUAPOS EN VALENCIA, A LAS Z.f ' 





EL POBERBANTE. 



, r 
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REPUBLIC A BOUVARIANA DE VENEZUELA- 
DEL MUNICIPIO CARIRUBANA DE LA CIRCUS: 
FALCON, CON SEDE SN PUN TO FIJO.-~ 




_?«*! JB 

Judicial.jBSSifie' SEGUNDO 
PCION JUDICIAL DEL ESTADC 


POTTO FIJO^J -13 ijjuni 


iANOSi- 190a 

licitud presentada por la 


del Afio 2001.- 
y 1422 

V 

Vista la ©fete? 

Aboga&o; Aracelis del Valle Urdsneta N » en su car^cter de Apcde- 
rada Judicial de la Empress • BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZI3LANA C. 

A » ? y por cuanto la misma no es contraria a derecho ni & ninguna 
express di^osicion de la Ley y jurada como ha side la urgencia - 
del case se habilitd tod© el tiempo necesario. En conseeuencia - 
<£st@ Tribunal acuerda trasladarss y cons ti tuirse en la direeei^n 
que la parte solicitante seftsle en el memento d® llevar a la prac- 
tice la misma y realizar la INSPECCIGN OCULAR solid tada pare de- 
jer constancia de los particulars^ a que se contrae la mi saa,An6te« 
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“Sn^Wa de hoysTrece (13) de Junio del Afi^gga Mil U$&3-0&- 
.'200 1| ^aiexido las Dos y Treinta minutos de Ibta^d ^J^g^ ^aslado y 
cons ti'tuyo el Juzgado Segundo del Municipio Carirubana de laCir- 

ipcion Judicial del Estado Falcon, con Sede en Punto Fijo, in- 
Jait^^ ^do por la Bra; Olga Uzcategui de Alvarez,, con su respective 
Secretario Titular Arsenic Antonio paz Moronta,, acompafiados por 
la Abogado Aracelis del Valle Urdaneta., en la Avenida Coro., es- 
pecificamente en donde funciona el Estacionasaiento Nazaret, Dia- 
gonal al antiguo Sstaei ©nans ientoindus trial Paraguana del Sector 
las Margaritas, jusdiccion del Municipio ii utono£Do Carirubana, Ss- 
tado Falcon, a Sos ffnes de practicar INSPECTION OCULAR., solici- 
tada y acordada; una vez en el referido estacionamiento se dio por 
Notificado de la mision del Tribunal el Ciudadano: HERMAN ALVAREZ, 
qui^n se i&entifico con c^dula deidentidad No. 6.983.717, de este - 
^ En este Estado el Tribunal deja constancia qua deaigna - 
^datAic^jjjjic-ticos Fotografos y ^racticos ra^canicos a los Ciudadanoss JORGE 
'tkjftfff.O COUtBiARES TELLECHEA y DAVID OONCALVBS KALHCA, , Yenezzc- 
„ eayores ce edad, Titulares de las c^dulas de idsntidad Nr os* 
V-39^.596 yV~ll.G89.574., respectivaaente, quienes irapuestos de ta- 
l^S’/^designaciones icanif estardn su aceptaei«$n y prestarfe el juramsn- 
de Ley en este acto. Seguidaroente con el Asesoraniento del pr^cti 
co aadeanico antes designado y juramentado; el Tribunal procede a prd 
ticar la Inspecccion Ocular en su particular Primer©: El Tribunal de- 
cons tanci a expresa que efectivamente en el si tie inspeccionado se en 
cuentra un vehfculo de las siguientes caracteristicas:MARCA: FORD, - 
TI FO: Explore s Modeloj 4X4, Places: Sin Placas, Colors Blanc o.-SEGUMPO 
PARTICULAR: SI Tribunal deja constancia expresa que el vebieulo antes 
identlficad© en el particular anterior tiene los cuatro Cauchoa inst 
lado en cadt uno de sus rines . AL TSRCSft PARTICULAR; SI Tribunal deje 
constancia expresa que revised os los siguientes cauchos con ayuda de 
peri to puede observer y describir asi; lCaucho Delantero DerechosMar 
caj. GOOD-YEAR, UFO ; WRANGLER RT/S, Kedidas: P255/70RX6, SerialjDOf . K 
NCHR 2600 » 2)Caucho Delanter© IzquierdojMarca; GOOD-YEAR, T1P0: 
%$$GLER RT/S , Kedidas* P255/70R16, Serial: DOT KKCU NCHR 2600. Cau- 
ChbTrasero Dereeh©;Marca; GOOD-YEAR, Tipa: WRANGLER RT/S, Medidas: 
P25SF 70R16 , S eri ale 9 : DOT MKCU NCHR 2600. Caucho Trasero Izquierdo: 
MAfSjjlU GOOD-YEAR, TTFQ ^WRANGLER RT/S Medidas: P255/70R16, Seriales: 
DOyMKaj NCHR 2600. PARTICULAR CUARTO ; Sn este estado presents la so- 
li Ci tan te solicits al Tribunal que se proceda a toroar fotografias - 
a todos los cauchos del vehiculo inspecc ionadp, en consecuencia el 
Tribunal obdena al fstegraf© tomar las fotografias solid tadas y uns 
vez obtenidas las bdIsess seen agregadas a la inspeccion para que fer- 
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parte de la nlana . CUINTO PARTICULAR: El TritMfrldeja (jui^tan- 
ordena al fotogrsfo nombrado toaae las f carro~ 
SK'^a del vehfcul© inspeccionado y condicciones del misnio atrav^z - 
foto & rafias °” E1 Tribunal deja constancla que fueron debida- 
nugpXf tomadas las senoionadas f otograf ias,- S EXTO PARTICULAR: E l Xrl 
banal visto el pedimento de la sclicitante ordena al perito adcanico 
exponer sobre las condieiones en que se encuentra la carrocerfa ( del 
ve&Cculo objeto de la inspeccidn , en consecuenoia el roisasa axpuso; 
Quiero dejar constancla que el vehiculo presents descuadre gene rail- 
zado, huadiwiento severo de techo, explosion de vidrios, abolladuras 
y rasppne en toda su parte superior as todo.En esteSstado la solid- 
tante interviene para exponer: y haciendo uso de su derecho de reser- 
P ide al Tribunal deje constancla del Serial de Carrocerfa del vetfi 

d«J 4* 

inspeccionado asi como del kilometraje y tipo de suspension que 
f presents el vehiculo Inspeecionado.-En este estado el Tribunal vist© 

* J ’ «3| pediment o de la solicitante, ordena al perito m £canico proceder 
irevacuar al pediment© y en consecuencia el j&isao expus e; Serial de 
earrocer£a;8XDZU24X6Y8A88981, y en lo que respecta al kilometraje 
posee en su lectura atrav^z del tablero la cantidad de; 35.404 Kilo- 
metres, y en lo referents al tipo de suspension, la misma es Suspen- 
ci<5n Australians *En este Estado el Tribunal deja constancla que las 
fotograflas se efec^uardn y fui Uitilizada una Camara Marca; Polaroid, 
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PGDER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICTION CIVIL 


SOUCSTUBES 
A R C H I V 0 


SOUCITANTE (S) ...'.l; * L l. , L .. L . i. "• « r l ; ■ l* E2 •• * 0 ■■ v ( -i; . r , . c . r , m r. r i ». = t 


MOTIVO 


JUZGADO ' f r .‘; L u , " :UIU L T ! ' 1 u - L ^ ' J - 1 ; ,l 'C 1 • . 


FECHA DE ENTRADA: Dfa 


Mes 


'■'1/1 vc 


Afio 


2.00U. 


FECHA DEVOLUCION: Dfa 


Mes 


C - 22 
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CA 98 .V H3065680 


i JUEZ CUARTO DE LOS MUNICIPIOS VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, LOS 
’ 1 GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 
JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO CARABOBO 
Su Desnacho. 


Yo, FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolano, mayor de edad, 
domiciliado en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 
' ■ 7.121.658, procediendo en este acto en mi caracter de apoderado de 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., compania anonima 
antes denominada C.A. FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil que llevo el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y 
: Mercantil de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres 
(23) de octubre de 1956, bajo cl N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo 
* ^ segun consta de Acta de Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita 
por ante el Registro Mercantil Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado 
Carabobo en fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8- A, ante usted 
respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad con el articuio 1 92 del Codigo 
de Procedimiento Civil, juro la urgencia del caso y de conformidad con lo 
establecido en el articuio 936 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, solicito la 
° “habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en consecuencia se 
i obvie el requisito de la distribution, con el fin de que el Tribunal se traslade y 
i constituya en las instalaciones del Tailer: Autoservicios Vicar, C.A., ubicado en la 
Avenida Boyaca N° 84-72, Santa Rosa, Valencia, Estado Carabobo, a fm de dejar 

constancia por via de Inspeccion Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 

; PRIMERO: De la presencta dentro del taller donde se encuentra constituido el 
Tribunal, de un vehiculo de las siguientes caracterlsticas: Marca: Ford, Modelo: 

Explorer Tipo 4x2, Color: Negro, Placas: FAJ-12G. 

8 SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene cuatro (4) cauchos instalados 


en cada uno de sus rines.- 
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TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 
cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 


- St 

32 


CUARTO: De las condiciones generales de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de 
los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. 


QUINTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno 
de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 


SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se 


encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado.- 


SEPTIMO: Se deje constantia de las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la ^ 


carroceria del vehiculo.- 


OCTAVO: Se deje constancia del estado en que se encuentran los rines, y 


especialmente sus hordes, en los cuales estan montados los cauchos del vehiculo j 


placaN 0 FAJ-12G. 

NOVENO: Se deje constancia si los cauchos del vehiculo placa FAJ-12G han sido 


cortados o danados por los rines del vehiculo mencionado.- 


De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia y que me reservo el derecho de sefialar en 


su debida oportunidad.- 


Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del C6digo de Procedimiento 


Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la 


reproduction fotografica de los hechos anteriormente especificados y de cualquier 


otro que expresamente me reservo sefialar en la oportunidad de la practica de dicha 
inspeccion judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un experto fotografo para la 


elaboration de las mismas, y, un experto mecanico que deje constancia de los 


56 

57 5 . 

58 .. _ 

69 . 


particulares tecnicos que oportunamente sefialare al Tribunal. Asimismo, solicito al 
Tribunal que deje constancia que las referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su 
presencia, y que son reproducciones fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en | 
la presente inspeccion judicial, para lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas 

fotografias sean agregadas a esta Inspeccion Judicial. 

Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea devuelta en 
original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que espero en Valencia, a los dieciseis 
(16) dias del mes de mayo de dos mil (2000). 



,,Q2 

-j 63 


64 
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ante el Registro de Comercio que llevaba el Juzgado Segundo de 
Primers Instancia en lo Civil y Merc-antil de la Septima 
Circunscripci6n Judicial del Estado carabobo en fecba veintitres 
(23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el No. 1, por el presente documento 
declaroi Que mi reprasentada confiere podar amplio, bastante y 
suficiente euanto en derecho se requiera y sea nacesario, a los 
abogados en ejercicio. HUMBERTO J. BRICEfiO, HENRY TORREALBA 
LEDESMA, JOSE HENRI QUE D'APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS 
PIMENTEL HENRIQUEZ y FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolanos, 
mayores de-' edad, habiles en derecho, tltulares de las cedulas de 
identldad Nos. 3.967.563, 3.661.025, 7.308.173, 6.845.624, 
6.822.699, 10.335.670, 9.879.275, 7.139.825 y 7.121.658, 
respect! vamente e inscritos en el INPREABOGADO bajo los Nos. 
13.946, 11.568, 19.692, 26.304, 32.501, 54.502, 48.338, 55.660 y 
54.892, tambien re spectivament e t domiciliados los ocho primeros de 
los noaibrados en la ciudad de Caracas, Distrito Federal y el 
ultimo de los nombradoa en la ciudad de Valencia, Estado Carabobo, 
para que actuando conjunta o separadamente, representen y 
scstengan los derechos, acciones e intereses de BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., en toda class de asuntos judiciales o 
extra j udicialee en que sea parte, por ante cualquier persona, 
publica o privada, por ante cualquier entidad judicial o 
admini str a t i va de carficfcer nacional, estadal, distrital o municipal 
y de cualquier competencia, orden o jur isdiccifin, incluyendo pero 

o/y i 2LP- A K - 
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sa 


' „3 

i;i y 

B ' 

Jiao a alio, por ante los tribunales ds Primera- y/o 
Sc gun da Inatancia ■ de Dl.atri.to o de Municipio, Corte Supretna dy 
Jasticia, Corte Primers an lo Contencioso Administrative 0 )! 
Tribunaiea Superiorea en lo Contencioso Administrative, Tribunales 
Super lores cn lo Contencioso Trifeutario, Tribunales en lo 
Contencioso Admiaiatrativo, Tribunales Penales, Tribunales del 
Trabajo y en f in* por ante todos los organismos, tribunales, 
despachos, autoridadea y/o funcion&rios de earlcter pSblieo o 
prlvado. En el ajerciclo del presente poder los prenombr ados 
apoderados estSn facultados para. intentar y/o contastar toda class 
de demandas, reclamos, procedimientoe, incldencias y/o 
reconvencionesr alegar, oponar y/o contestar defensaa y euesticnes 
previas* hacer citas de saneamiento y/o de garantia* souvenir > 
desistir* tranaigir* renanciar a acciones o derechos * y dejar de 
ejercerlos si asl fuere convenient ® t solicita r acumulaci6n de autos. 
a de acciones* diferir actos* suspender, ejercex, reslaaar Cfj 


renunciar lapsoa y recursos* recuaari demandar la nulidad y .1'#. 


'i 


Ki 


reposici6a cuando fuere neeesario o conveniente? apelarj ocurrir d^s/'-.N-, 

•' 1 S3 


heeho* promover cualqulee medio de prueba y oponerae a, la admision 
de los mlsmos e intervenir en todos los trSaites e incidenciae de 
su evacuaciSn? aollcitar y tramitar cualquier medida preventiva o 
ejecutiva cuando as£ fuere neeesario o convenieate u oponerse a las 
juismas -a intervenir an cualquier otra incidencia que pudiera 
presentarae* incoar tercerias* tachar y/o desconocer toda clase de 
documentor* tachar teatigos* hac«r cesion de bienes t pedir 
rendicifin de cuentasi proponer acciones petitoriaa o eonfegorias de 
la especie qua fuem, darse por eitado o notificado* reeibir y.^J 
entregar cantidadea de dinero qua legitimamente se ade.udep, j 
otorgando y exlgiendo los correspondleates recibos y finiquito-s* ! 
disponer de los derechos en 'litigio* eolicitar e Iptexvenir en 
procedimientos de remate, a tales fines hacer postures y adquirir 
en actos de remate* otorgar cualeaquiera fianzas y cauciones 
requeridas por alguca ,Corte o tribunal* oponerse a cualquier clase 




1675 




tmjmjc* Dt yiNtzm 


&frbitros da darechoj solicitar la ^■'JlWcialSc ^.eeg&n v la 

#7 . . . . • ■'■r:™ 




^/cons tituir asocladosf aaguir 


1 o l'aa^ngtjixf'cios en todas ,.aus 

instanclas, incidancias y trSmitsa y ejercer todos los recursos a 

que hubiera lugar, tanto loa ordinarioa como los extraordinarios de 
casaclon o lnvalidactonj inieiar y desiatir del juicio de amparoj 
promover y absolver posiciones juradaep promover quejas y querellas 
y desistir de eliasj y en general, hacer todo cuanto fuere 
nsceeario o convenient© para la n*jot defansa de loa darechos e 

intereses de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE V E N E Z 0 LAN A , C.A. Dejo conBtanoia 

que las facultades aqul conferidas son merament® enunciat ivas y no 
tax&tivas y qua los apoderados aqu£ instituidoe ®st£n facultadoo 
para sustituir el presents poder en personas o abogados de su 
confianza, con todas o algunas de las facultades anterioraente 
senaladas, con reserva o no de su ejercicio. Eate poder no revoca 
iii.-.de ja sin efecto ningun otro poder otorgado con anterioridad por 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. A -fin de dejar constancia 
£e la existencla legal de mi represented*, del carScter con que 
P'Uctuo, de mis a tribueione s y de.* los demSs particulares relatives a 
los poderes, y de conformidad con lo previsto an el articulo 155 
del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, enuncio y exhibo en este acto 
al Sotario ante quien se otorga el preaente poder, BolicitSndole 
se sirva hacsr constar en la note raspectiva, los siguientes 
documentoEi PRIMERO i Copia certificada expedida por el Juzgado 
Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Septima 
Circunscr ipcion Judicial en fecha vsintitr€s (23) de octubre de 
1956, del asiento Registro de Comercio No. 1, contentivo del 
Document© ConB'tituti vo Estatutario original de C.A. FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA (ahora deaominada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, 
C/.,A • ) SEGUNDO t Copia certificada expedida por el Registro 
■Mercantil Primero de la Circuns cripcifin Judicial del Estado 
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fecha doce (12) de diclembre de 1994, en la que consta mi 
designacion como Preeidente de la compa5£a. Igualmente solicito al 
Notarlo Publico que para el otorgamiento del presente poder, se 
traslade y constituya en las oficinas de la compaflla. Valencia, en 
la fecha de su autenticacion. 
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RfccA DF VWEZUHU. NOJABIA 

* ,V}/ * fa? )de ^ de Wl'l^ noveciep.^as n qye n t 

y 136®. El a nteiri.or "document o rcdac^w^^^^Gl a b o 
CO VELAS1UEZ ARCAY, inscrito en el Inpreabogado bajo el N254B92, fue 
presentado para su autenticacion y devolucion, segun planilla Ns 243 
271, de fecha: 30-1-96. Presente su otorgante dijo llamarse: R°SEND0 
S. TERRADAS actuando en caracter de Preside"te de BRIDGESTONE FIRES- 
TONE V "N EZOLANA , C.A, mayor de edad, domlciliado en : I $ I £ 71 r ' * 

de nacionalidad : ^ £Y)lZuJfl*lfi de estado civil: 

y titular de la cedula de identidad NS 6.297.265. L eido el documento 
en presencia de la notario expuso. " Su contenido es cierto y mia la- 
firma que aparece al pie del instrument©' 1 . La Notario e- tal virtud- 
lo declare a y tenticado en presencia de los testigos: MARIELA JIMENEZ 
Y ESTHER DE CESAR, titulares de las cedulas de identidad Nos:10.737. 
912 y 395.502, dejandolo inserto bajo el NS ^ ^ . Tomo de 

los libros de autenticaciones llevados en esta notaria. La Notario- 
hace con star que tuvo para su vista y devolucion H egistro de Comercio 
,.d N e-. BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A, inscrita o£iginalmente por- 
el Juzgado Seguindo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil- 
dey^L'a Septima Circunscripcion Judicial del Edo. CarabobOj en fecha :23 
Octubre de 1956, bajo el N® l.-Igualmente para el otorgami.ento del 
presents documento la Notaria se ^raslado y Constituyo \en la Empresa- 
BRIDG" STONE FIRESTONE VHN5Z0LANA, C.A, de esta ciudad a las 
LA NOTARI-0..^._ 
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ROSA ’RUCOfl DE HOUTFliAHN* HQTARlfl PUBLICS TERCERft QE VALENCIA, -Qua, r 9u«e;l*« Cer- 


tifUit Ou* ha conf rontado la copla fotoatitica sonatsr\ta da . tres(03) fo * 

lioa y qua •»• .trialado fisl y sxecto dal OocumBnto qua ao encuentre Hoteriadd 

30f anta aata Notatia durante «1 ef!o Xj996 anotedo bcjo al Mo 28 t M0 

lXt« nt QUB ^^ Cha cqpia fus ?sali2 a do por el ciudedsda Eeerible'nte g^qx,IJ\JA 

AGUILAB de PANIGJA ’ * * a y° r ®bad f titular de Is crfdula, d»- identidad N5 

V- 7 vn 085v« «•»»«« ® e par,,ona ea °® z sutorizada por nj£ .pars ’hecarip y quien 

junto eonsaigc Suscrib* la presents certificaciiSn y cede uns de las piginae, | 

Qua dicha copia. ee ©xpids a aolieitud de parte infcareeada y Decreto de asta- 

niama fecba ios que a cantinyacidn sb ineerien* fcjotarla Publics Tsrcera de - 

Valencia* su Deapacho. Yo, ITlANCISCO VEIASQUEZ ABCAY.’...' mayor da adaa^< 

titular do la cddula da identidad N» Y-7.121.'658 aeliette eopia(a)( OJ )‘ 

certificadae fotost^ticas del presents documents NS 2 $. tomo 11 de ' i08 

librae de ftufcanticaeienea lleuedoe por eeta Noteria, en fechd 30-01-1*9961 


toe nouBnta y seis»< El SoUcitante(rdD)iitgibla. Repdbllce. de yirtezuile.- 

Nofcsria Pdblica Tsrcar® de Valencia, Valencia dieciaueve d9 AgostO**,. 

y a fcal e facto da conform! dad* Expidsnas 16 {e)cQpia( 8 ‘)fotofcaatibe® certifies- 

das en Vila solicitade y a tsl afsefco d® conforrcldari con lo asteblscidos an 

el flrticulo 1201 de le Ley de Regiatro Pdblico, So designa a. la 1 cludadana - 

CAROLINA A* de PANTOJA..,.. “W* ds sd » d ’ dB u c ^ !io1 * da ld “ nti ' 

dad N» y.7.111 089.' par * t|US 1b operscidn de .Copie y aucrlbe cade - 

uns da las prices junto con AS NQtaria{fdo} ROSA RUEOA DE HOUT&ANN, Nofcaris 

Pfiblica Tercer. de Valencia, Vil.ncle, dleolnuev6 (, q) . . . j. dsl l * BB Aros j. 

to^, »>iX ncv ® c i*^8*" l ^ 8nta y seiS^*/'^ 8 ® ia ' * nd8538ndenc ^® , 



; — \ Uiosa l)\wda de -O louitnann 

, CB SO TAP, IB i;. PUBLICO TEBCEBO 

• - I lift V/U^iOvlA. / j 

v L./0ESICR10A , 
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J U Z G D 0 CUARTO DE LOS MUNIC1PIOS VALENCIA, LIBERT 4D0R , LOS - 
GUfi YQ5 , NAGUANAGUA Y SAW DIEGO DE L -- CIRCUNSCRI PC I ON JUDICIAL 
DEL 5TADO LARABGBO . 

Valencia, 17 de Mayo del 2.000 e 
1916 y 1412 

Por recibida la presente solicitud. Obv/iada la Distri&ucion - 


ddt ser juraoa la urgencia del caso. Habilitado todo el tiempo 
necesario. Desele entrada. Traslaaese y const! tuya se el Tribu- 


na }. indicate en la presents sn.icituo, a r .'o oe ::rac- 

jib’ . •• l.l'. SBC CLir-.M JULICIAL, solicit.* uo , 


\V%0R . ^ A^L^eT L^Tt 1 1 LL H ; 


EL SECRET A RIO TITULAR: 


•ABG . JOSE LUIS SANZ P. 

En la misma fee ha se le die entrsna ba.jp el l\j£ 

EL SECRET aRIC TiTUL >: Ri 
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PODER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICCION CIVIL 


SOLICITUDES 

ARCHIVO 


sniiraTiNTFici rftANCISCC ;r SU5 'JEUS5QUE2 shCAV (BR1 GElTlNE rift, 

\JLKZ Zi LANA 

C.A.- 

I NEPELC ; Lft 

MOTIVO 

JLLIL IAL. 


JUZGADO 

_C5 KUKICIfclflS DE u'AL Cl*. 

FFCHA DE ENTRADA: Dfa ... 

'■! Mes ™ ¥I > Ano K. 1 


FECHA DEVOLUCION; Dia 


Mm 



C - 22 
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CA 98 JVi 93065077 


Ciudadano 


JUEZ CUARTO DE LOS MUNICIPIOS VALENCIA, L1BERTAD0R, LOS 

GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 

i JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO CARABOBO 

Su_BsaB.as.ha- 

. Yo, FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolano, mayor de edad. 

i domiciliado en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula de identidad N° , 

7.121.658, procediendo en este acto en mi caracter de apoderado segiin se 

evidencia de instrumento poder que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE 

FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., compaffia anonima antes denoirenada C.A. | 

| FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante ei Registro Mercantil que llevo 

J el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la 

| Circunscriprior, Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre 
j de 1956, bajo el N° 1 , compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segiin consta de 

! Acta de Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita por ante el 

; Registro Mercantil Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en 

i fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamcnte 

{ ocurro y expongo; De conform! dad con ei articuio 192 del Codigo de 

! Proccdiimento Civil, juro la urgencia del caso y de conformidad con lo establecido 

• en el articuio 936 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, solicito la habilitacion del 

| tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en consecuencia se obvie el 


requisite de la distribution, con el fin de que el Tribunal se riaslade y constituya en 


las instalaciones del Taller Midascars, ubicado en la Avenida Bolivar Norte, al 


flado de Distribuidora Canarias Norte, C.A., Valencia, Estado Carabobo, a fin de 
26 l~dqar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, delos particulars siguientes: 


i PRIMERO: De la presencia dentro del taller donde se encuentra constituido el 


i Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, y el Tipo, Color y 


Placas, que presents el vehiculo inspeccionado,- 


SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene cuatro (4) caucnos instalados 


, 25 

. at 
.. 2 ? 
- 28 
20 
30 
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;n cada uno de sus ones. 

TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y semi de cada uno dflcrranchro instalados-en ~i 


cada uno de los rines del vehiculo mspccc.onaoo. 

CEARTO: Delas con'di'obneslphetales de los caucBSS^nstalados-eirBadaruno-de- 1 33 


los rines del vehiculo inspeccTcmado y su~~5ari3a de rodamientO'.-----— — 

35 ___ 

QU1NTO: Se tomen fotogralias 3e ca3a uno de Ids’ cawhos* msta!ados"«n“cada~«no- 
de los rines del yehi^io^speccionado. — - — — ^ 


encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado.--—- 

SEPTIMO: Sedeje constancia de las condiciones generates eri que se encuenira-la-j 


carroceria del vehiculo,- 


De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia y que xne resi 
su debida oporfcunidad^- 



46 

47 __ 

48 _ - 

4 ® 

60 j..... 


reproduccidn foto^HTca^elos hechos i 
otro que expresamehterne reservo seMar e 


inspecci6n~judiciaT 'y que~ a taTefecto, se i 


51 j„ 

52 U 

53 L .. 

54 s„ 
65 v_ 
56 U 

58 . 


81 . 
82 


elaboration de ias~misinas t yr® ex P e rio m^SfiiWlp0^qje^3Xistanciriie“lo^ 
particulares tecmcos'que opoitunameSfe seMM^Tribtmalr7teirmmro f solicitcnd- 
’ TriburiaT que constancia que SErrefer^as^folografiaTfaeroirrealizadas en-str 
presencTa.^y que son reproduce! ones lieleTyexacSs^b”! o^ecfrosirridenci adcrsTtr 


la presente inspection juldiciaiypara lo cuaTsdlictto^ expf^mnente~qne^itchas-| 
fbtograla’s scan agre gadsKlestaTri^ecaSh^^ r^===5=====s 
Pido, por ultimo, que" una*vez 'evacuadanayrescaffte “s^icitud7nie'^g^lievn5lta~eir1 
original junto con sus resultas/ WgraeuTque espero en ValenciarcldS^Becimiew 
( 1 9) dfas del mes'"de mayo de dosrnil '(2000).-——-*-“^^ 


j 34 
35 
86 
S? 
38 
38 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 



83 . 

84 


! 

_j 63 

i 84 
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jcrcer* . 

ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, venezolano, mayor jde edad? ~ de este 
dfoaicilio, civilmente hSbil y titular de la cfidula de identidad No. 
6.297.265, procediendo en mi car&cter de Presidente de BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., sociedad mercan'til domiciliada er la 
ciudad de Valencia, Estado Carabobo e inscrita originalmente por 
ante el Registro de comercio qua llevaba el Juzgado Segundo de 
0 iy»^iniera Instancia an lo Civil y Mercantil de la Sgptima 

*<t\ 

-^/Ji^ounscripciSn Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha veintitres 
■.£<2 29j de octubra de 1956? bajo el. No. 1, por el presents documento 

Sjl 

cfc^laroi Que mi representada confiere poder amplio, bastante y 
" suficiente cuanto en derecho se requiera y sea necesario, a los 
abogadoo en ejercicio. HUMBERTO J. BRICEiSo, HENRY TORREALBA 
LEDESMA, JOSE HENRIQUE D'APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS 
PIMENTEL HENRIQUEZ y FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolanos, 
Etiayores de edad, habiles en derecho, titulazes de las cedulas de 
fcntidad Nos. 3.967.563, 3.661.025, 7.308.173? 6.845.624, 

? 10.335.670, 9.879.275, 7.139.825 y 7.121.658, 

;rei lestivamentB e inscritos en el INPREABOGADO bajo los Nos. 

.946, 11.568, 19.692, 26.304, 32.501? 54.502, 48.338, 55.660 y 
54.852, tambian reapectivamente j domiciliados los ocho primeros de 
los nombradoa en la ciudad de Caracas, Distrito Federal y el 
ultimo de los nombrados en la ciudad de Valencia, Estado Carabobo, 
para que actuando conjunta o saparadamente , representan y 
sostengan los darechos, acolones e intereses de BRIDGESTONE 
ESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., en toda 

Jjt jra j udiciales en qua sea part,$ , por ante cualquier persona, 
jrp $ica o privada, por ante cualquier entidad judicial o 
iftinistrativa de carScter nacional, estadal, distrital o municipal 
y de cualquier competencia, orden o jurisdiccifin, incluyendo pero 




<Y\_ S_'£- T- y(L 
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Trihunales de Prim 

gunda o d* Municipio,. Corte Suprel 

Jufiticia, Corta Primer* an* lo contencioso AdministrativoT 

Tribunales Superiores en lo Contencioso Administrative, Tribunales 

Superiores an lo contenciofio Tributario, Tribunales en lo 

Coctencioso Administrative, Tribunales Pansies, Tribunales del 

Trabajo y en fin, por ante todos los oiganisnos, tri bun ales, 

despachoa, autoridadea y/o funelanarios de eariefcer pfiblico^ 

privado. En el ejercicio del preaente poder loa prenombr adLe 

apodaradoe *at£n facultadoe para intents t y/o eontestar toda cl£se” v j 

de demandas, reclanos, procedimientoa , incidenciaa \yfc~" 

reeoRveneioneai alegar, oponsr y/o eontest&r defenses y o-uestloner 

previas* hacer eitas de sanearaient© y/o de gar*nt£s? convenir* 

desistir? transig?ir» renaaciar a eccicn.es o derechos y dejar de 

ejercerlos al «sl fuere conveniente* solicitor acumulacion de autos 

© de acoionea t dlferir actojj suspender# ejercer, reclamar y 

recunciar lapses y recuraoaj recusarj demandar la nulidad y 

reposicion cuandc fuere neeesario o convenient** apelar* ocurrix* dd f 

hechot promoter cualquier medio de prueba y openers e a la admislon 

^ r 

de i©3 misses e intervenir sn todos les trSasites e i:ncid®nci^£v!>d^^' , ' 

%^A. t 

su evscuaciSn? solicits? y tr&mitar euaiquier sedida prevent! va ‘ 
ejecutiva cuando &s£ fuere neeesario o convenient® u oponeree a las 
mismas e intervenir en cualquier otra incidencia que pudiexa 
presenters** incaar tercer£as> tachar y/o desconocer toda clase de 
documentos t tachar testigos# hacer cesion de bienee, pedir 
rendiciSn de caentas* proponer acciones petitorias o confeeoriae de 
la especie que fuerenx darBQ por citado o notificado* recibix y 
entregar cantidades de dinero que legitimamente se adeuden, 
otorgando y exigiend© los correspondientes recibos y finiquitosj 
disposer de los dhrechos en iitigio* 30licitar e intervenir eu| ■% 
procedimientos de xemate, a tales fines hacer posturas y adquirii 
en actos de remate j otorgar eualesquiera fianzas y caucioset 
recueridas por alguna Corte b Tribunal* oponerse a cualquier clas»j 
* ■* * •» •» '* ♦» ** / « '•""tnrnB.f*# »n £rbifcir«*» arbltrftdoree v/ul 


' S M 
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-MrbJftfzps de derechoj 


1 a ‘T^^idad , 


.^Jc o.^^a t u i r aaocladosi b e giiAr?. - Loa ' Xftsa«r .„ todas sub 

i&ffstancia a, incidencias y trimitaa y ejarcer todos los recursos a 
qua hubiere lugar, tanto los ordinarioa cooo los ex traordixiarios de 
casacion o invalidacion j iniciar y dasistir del juicio de amparoi 
promover y absolve; posiciones juradaaj promover quejae y querellas 
y desistir de ella&j y en general, hacer todo cuanto fuere 
„\necesario o conveniente para la mejor defensa de los derechos e 
/ MtereseB de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C-A. Dejo constancia 
rfak las facultades aqul conferidas son meramente enunciativas y no 
^^ixativas y que los a pod era do s aqui instituidos estan facultados 
para sustituir el present© poder en personas o abogados de su 
confianaa, con todas o algunas de las facultades ant eriorraente 
senaladas, con reserva o no de su ejercicio. Este poder no revoca 
ni deja sin efecto ningun otro poder otorgado con anterioridad per 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. A fin de dejar constancia 
"^\de la exlstencia legal de mi repr e eentada , del carScter con que 
S^iuo, de mie atribuciones y de los demas particulares relativos a 


lo ^ poder es , y de conformidad con lo previsto en el articulo 155 

W! 

4 &/ r Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, enuncio y exhibo en este acto 


V*al Notario ante quien se otorga el presente poder, solicitandole 
se sirva haoer constar en la nota respectiva, los siguientes 
documentos* PRIMERO a Copia certificada expedida por el Juzgado 
Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Septima 
Circunscripcion Judicial en feoha veintitres (23) de octubre de 
1956, del aelenco Registro de comercio No. 1, contentivo del 
Documento Constitutive Estatutario original de C.A. FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA (ahora denominada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, 
r ^\C.A. ) SEGUNDO . Copia certificada expedida por el Registro 
/ t&Wcantil primero de la circunscripcion Judicial del Estado 
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iSe vWhJCI^V V«4ncii 


\Us t 

'REfflJBLICA D 17 VENEZUELA# N OTARI A PM&tf ^ 

jjj 1 tL k/ Yif * )de 't ft ? ftv d4£mi;i c tdkv^ 

1 -S 52 y 136s, El anterior document© redactado por el abogado :_.FRANCI S 
CO VELAS3UEZ ARCAY, inscrito en el inpreabogado bajo el Hfi 54992, fue 
presentado para su autenticacion y devolucion, segun planilla Ns 243 
271, de f echa : 30-1-96. Presente su otorgante dijo llamarse: RESEND '"l 
S. TERRADAS actuando en caracter de Preside"te de BRIDGESTrTIE FIRES- 
TCNE VT'JEZOLANA, C.A, mayor de edad, domiciliado en : $ LL. H . r ^ 

de nacipnalidad : ^ V t Z v ) rt*) >) de es -( :ac j 0 civil: 

titular de la cedula de identidad NS 6.297.265. ^-eido el documento 
oresencia de la notario expuso. H Su contenido es cierto y mia la- 
r^i$j» que aparece ai pie del instrumento" . La Notario e- tal virtud- 

lo rflara a u tenticado en prese -cia de los testigos: MARI ELA JIMENEZ 

vi 

Y f^iHER DE CHS®, titulares de las cedulas de identidad Nos:10.737. 
912 y 395.502, dejandolo inserto bajo el NS ^ ^ Tomo : [ [ de 
los libros de autenticaciones llevados en esta notaria. La Notario- 
hace con star que tuvo para su vista y devolucion rt egistro de Comercio 
de BRIDGESTCNE FIRE3TCME VTNEZOLANA, C.A, inscrita otiginalmente por- 
ante el Juzgado Segiando de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil- 
_^de la Septima Circunscripcion Judicial del Edo. Carabobo, en f=cha:23 
Se^tatubre de 1956, bajo el NS l.-Igualmente para el otorgamiento del 
p'yeMjit'e documento la Notaria se ^raslado y Constituyo en la Empresa- 
BRI^/'STCNE FIRESTCNE VENHZXANA, C.A, de esta ciudad a las: 
LA^IfotARIO 
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REPUBLIC* 0 ROSA RUEpfr OE HOUTffiANN. NOTARIO PU_8LICQ TERCERO DEL- t 
(RUNICIPIO RUTONOBO ^VALENCIA DEL ESTADO CARABQBO, QUIEN SUSCRIBE CERT IFICA*- -} 2 

Qua ha confrontade la Copia Fotostdtiea constant* del TRES (03), folioais 

.ufcilae, Qua as traalado rial y axacto dal Document* inserts an aata Notaria,j 4 

.duronta #1 Aha* 1.996 bajo *1 N® 28 Tonoi 113,.., q U a dicha Co 5 

.jpia furf realized* por la Ciudadanai SULEIDA NOGUERA.-. . . . .mayor da edad, t£-j 6 
.[fitter da la Crfdula da Idantidsd MB V-5,622.001. . . . persona capaz, Autoriza.? 
, ;di/pot mi para hacarla y quirfn junta conmig© auacriba la present# Cartlflca-is 


y’^Cidn y csda una da sus piginas. Qua dicha Copia s* axpida a ®olicitud da par y 
J0 |t© interesada y Oscreto da aata raises fBCba t loa eualaa a contlnuacidn a# in 10 
ti [tartan? Ciudadanos Notario Publico Tsrcara da Valencia. Su Oaspacho.- 

1 fflAROQRIE ROSSELL. ....... mayor da adBd, Titular da la Cadula da Idantidsd - lz 

;Dj9 12*606.141.-. .. solicit# Copia Fotoatitica Cartificada dal Documents N>- 

44 20. ^Tomos 11“ tis los Libroe da Aufcanticaeionas llevadoa por «■•] 14 

lg ,tB Notaria an fechai 30-01-96.-. „ En Valencia, a loss DIECIOCHO (18).... 15 

|dias dal mat da* fflAYO.- dal DOS «IL. El Selcitantai (fde.) I legible, 16 

Republics da Van*2uaU. Notaria Public* Tareera da Valencia. Valencia, 19— 17 

05—2.000 .y a tal afscto da conformidad can 1« eetableside an al At— 18 

^jtlsulo 120# de la Lay ds Ragistro Publico. S* designs a la Ciudadans t SULCI- 18 

DA NOGUERA,- mayor de edad. Titular ds la Cedula da Identidad N B V- go 

Zi ! 5,622*001, .. ipan q U * raalice la operation da la Copia y auscriba cade una- 21 
zz Ida las plginas Junto cen la Notaria. (fde.) ROSA RUEDA DE H0UTWANN. NOTARIO- 22 


2 jj [PUBLICO TERCERO DEL HUNICIPI0 AUTONOBO VALENCIA DEL ESTADO CARAB0B0. Valtn— 23 

z4 |cia, a lost DIECIOCHO (IB) . ... diat dsl me# das WAY0«- Tial DOS BIL»- zi 

2 G |lB9Q AP!o b ds ^a-^tdj^HTdancia y 140# AHoe ds la Psdaracidn.- » .*«•«.. ,j 28 

■H C ” 

273) [i / I 27 

it.. ^ % libha ric Publico 7 Arc a i 

*§f %x S' // I “ 


30 
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GADO CUARTO DE LOS PIUKICIPIOS VALENCIA, LlflERTADQR, LOS GUAYGS, 
NAGUANAGUA Y SaN UIEGQ DE LA CInCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL DEL ESI ADO 
CAR A8QSQ* 

Valencia, 19 de Mayo del 2,000, 

1910 y 141C 

Por reciblda la present© solicityd. Obviada la Distribucion per 
ser jurada la urgencia dal caso, Ha&ilitado todo el tissnpo nece- 
sario, Desele entrada-^Jrasladess y constituyase el Tribunal al 

licitud, a fin da pfacticar la - 


sitio indicado j&n la pr-sse#^ 

IMSPECCIGK . ; 

f' ' f ' IrI 



El SECREJ-iftTTTJfULAR: 

ABC^ x 3E!SE^LUT's'sJ(NZ p, 

En la misma Fecha se le dio entraca bajo el N®' 32?8. 


EL SECk^RIO T I TyuiR ; 


















5 ? 



7Z^H& 
3W<i J 58 


».-2 % W - 7? -X-Cbir^c.V.iRx /si ; / .v-'-o ., 
x.£>0- ~& 0 Z^&UJrJ.M, 


/ •• 


^dd^exJLs f ppS.. t rS. £.£.J/ £■?€ 5 . 

0 ¥ X. /<39, iv*- 4 -'- ■'-/>£.. 
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SE DEVUELUE 
UTILES, CCN 


VEINTE (20) . 

AL SOLICIT .ME CONST ANTE. OE UEINTL (2C) FLLIOS 
TE HOY, WENT I DOS DE MAYC DEL AND l/CS MIL.* 
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REPUBLJCA DE VENEZUELA 



PODER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICTION CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 

ARCHIVO 


FRANCISCO JESUS VEALSQUEZ ARCAY, apoderado de: BRIDGESTONE 
SOL1C1TANTE (S) 

FIRESTONE VE- EZOLANA C.A. 


MOT1VO INSEECCION _ JUDI CIAL 


JUZGADO CT0S__ VAI^CXA__UHraTADm_ MS„CTATOS . NACTA— 

NAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA CIRCUNSCRJ PCION JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO CARABQB05* . 


FECHA DE ENTRADA: Dia 


23 


Mes 


mayo 


Afio 


2000 


FECHA DEVOLUCION: D(a M ea Ano 

z 

o 





C • 22 
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JUEZ SEGUNDO DE LOS MUNICIPI OS VALENCI A, LIBE RTADOR, LOS 2 
GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA Y SA N D IEGO DE L A CIRCUNSC RJPCION 3 

TT mTf'J AT nCT PCT A TV* PAPA RORD 



Yo, FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolano, mayor de edad, 
domiciliado en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 
7.121.658, abogado en ejercicio, inscrito en el I NPREABQ GADO bajo el N° 
54.892, procediendo en este acto en mi caracter de apoderado segun se evidencia 
de instrumento poder que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., compania anonima antes denominada C.A. 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo 
el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la 
Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre 
de 1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de 
Acta de Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita por ante el 
Registro Mercantil Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en 
fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente 
ocurro y expongo: De conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de 
Procedimiento Civil y 1.429 del Codigo Civil, juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la 
habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en consecuencia se 
obvie el requisito de la distribucion, con el fm de que el Tribunal se traslade y 
constituya en la direction que oportunamente le senalare, a fin de dejar constancia 

por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulars siguientes: 

PRIMERO: De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 
Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer, y el Tipo, Color y 

Placas, que presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene cuatro (4) cauchos instalados 
en cada uno de sus rines. * — 


6 
. 7 
. 3 

8 

10 

11 

12 
13 
. 14 
13 
16 
. 17 
18 
18 
20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 
28 

27 

28 

29 

30 
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TERCERO: De l a marc a, tipo y serial de cada uno d e los cauchos inst alados en 31 
cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 32 


QUARTO: De las condici ones generates de los ca uc hos instalados en cad a uno de 33 

los rines de l vehicu lo inspec cion ado y su banda de rodam iento. — — - 34 

QUINTO: Se tomen foto grafias de cad a u no d e los c auchos instalados en cada u no 36 

de los rines del vehiculo in speccion ado. 3# 

SEXTO: Se t omen fotografias d e la carroceria y las condiciones en q u e se 37 

encuentra el vehiculo in speccionado. 33 

SEPTIMO: Se deje co nstancia de las c ondiciones generale s en que se encuentr a la 33 

carroceria del ve hiculo. _ 40 

De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que m e reservo el derecho de seiialar en su 41 

debida oportunidad. — ■ 42 

Solicito de conformidad co n los ar ticulos 472 y 47 5 del Codigo de Procedimie nto 43 
Civil, en concordancia c on lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la 44 
reproduction fotografica de los hechos anteri orment e especificado s y de cualquier 45 
otro q ue expresamente me reservo se fialar en ia oportuni dad de la practica de dicha 48 
inspeccion judicial y que, a tal ef ecto, se designe un pra ctico fotografo y un 4 , 
practico mecanico. Asimismo, s olicito al Tri bunal q ue deje constancia que l as ; 43 
referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su presencia, y que son reproducciones 49 
fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente ins peccion judicial, para 50 
lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotogra fias s ean a gr egadas a est a 51 

Inspeccion Judicial. 

Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la prese nte soiicitud, me sea devuelta en 53 
original junto con sus resultas. Es graciajue espero en Valencia , en la fech a de su S4 
presentacion. 55 
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Yo, ROSENDO S. TERRAOAS , vensiolano, mayor 
domicilio, civilmente hSbil y titular de la c€dula de identidad No. 
6.297.265, procediendo en mi caricter de Presidente de BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZQLAN A, C.A., eocUdad mercan'til dooiclllada en la 
ciudad de Valencia, Estado Carabobo e inscrita or i gi na lment e por 
ante el Registro da Coaercio qua llevaba el Juzgado Segundo de 


Primera Instaacla en lo Civil 


Mercantil de la Sdptima 


Cidcunscripci6n Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha veintitrea 



declaroi Qua mi representada confiere poder amplio, bastante y 
suficiente cuanto en derecho se requiera y sea necesario, a los 
abogados en ejarcicio. HUMBERTO J. BRICEfiO, HENRY TORREALBA 
LEDESMA, JOSE HENRIQUB D'APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS 
PIMENTEL HENRIQUEZ y FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolanoe, 
mayores de edad, hSbiles en derecho, titularea de lae cidulas de 
V identidad Nos. 3.967.563, 3.661.025, 7.308.173, 6.845.624, 

*<6\B22.699, 10.335.670, 9.879.275, 7.139.825 y 7.121.858, 

'/ *\ 

£ r#*pectivamente e inscritos en el INPREABOGADO bajo los Nos. 

> 94 6# 11.568, 19.692, 26.304, 32.501, 54.502, 48.338, 55.660 y 

l -^54.892, tambiin respectivamente > domiciltados los ocho prUeros de 
los nombrados en la ciudad de Caracas, Distrito Federal y el 
ultimo de los nombrados an la ciudad de Valencia, Estado Carabobo, 
para que actuando con junta o separadamente , representen y 
sostengan los derechos, acciones e intereses de BRIDGESTONE 

FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., en toda clast de asuntoa judiciales o 
extra j udici ales en que sea parVf# por ante cualguler persona, 
'it ilica o privada, por ante cualquier entldad judicial o 
jts adjijiniatr at iva de car&cter nacional, estadal, diatrital o municipal 

j f 

cualquier competencia, ordan o j urisdiccidn , incluyendo pero 


&1P- ~ t . A K . 
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/A|, 

Li l i 


f 


sin aat^s^limLi^<0^a ante loa Tribunaiea de prinera 

Segunda Inetancia# da Diatrtto o da Municipio, Corte Suprema de 
Ju stici® t Corte Priaera «n' v lo Contencloao Adainiatratlvo, 

Trlbunaiea Superiores an lo Contencioso Adminis tr ativo # Tribunales 
Supariorea en lo Contencloao Tributario, Trlbunaiea en lo 
Contencloao Adminis trativo # Trlbunaiea Penales, Trlbunaiea del 
Trabajo y en fin# por ante todoa loa organismos, tribunal 

/ >.~v 

dtapaehosi autocldadei y/o funcionarloa de carioter publico a, • ,|f 

-■ ; tr 

privado. En el ejerciclo del preaente poder loa pre non bra dps 

* - V. 

apoderadoa eatfin facultados para intentar y/o conteatar toda clue 
de deeandas, raclasoa, proeadimiant o» # incidencias y/o" 
reconvencionea t alegar# oponer y/o conteatar defensaa y cuestiones 
previaer hacer cltaa de aaneamiento y/o de garantiaj conveniri 
desistir» transigirf renunciar a accionea o dereehos y dejar de 
ejercerlos oi aal ffuare convenientei oolicitar acumulaci6n de autos 
o de accionesr diferir actoa> suspender# ejercer# reclamar y 
renunciar lapsos y recureoai recueari deaandar la nulidad y la 

xeposicifin cuando fuere necesario o convenient*! apelarr ocurrir 

&i t \ 

hecho promovar cualquier medio de prueba y oponerse a la adroldtfoi^ 
de loa misnoB e lntervenir en todoa loa trfimitea e Incldenciaa de 'L. 

L r .-£ 

su evacuaciSn* sollcitar y tramitar cualquier aedlda preventit* o 

X'’ frl 

ejecutiva cuando aal fuere necesario o convenlente u oponerse a ias^p| 
mismae e lntervenir en cualquier otra incidencia que pudiera 
present arse t incoar tezcerlasy tachar y/o deaconocer toda clase de 
documentos) tachar testigosi hacer ceeion de blenear pedir 
rendici6n de cuentas? proponer accionea petitorias o confesorias de 
la especie que fuerem darae por citado o notificadoi recibir y 
entregar cantldades de dinero que le gltimamen te se adeuj^tr>^ 
otorgando y exigiendo Iob cor r eapon dlentes rectboB y f iniqui toj&i 
dlsponer de los dereehos en litigio* sollcitar e lntervenir 
. procedimientos de remate, a tales fines hacer posturas y adq 
en actoa de renater otorgar cualesquiera fianzaa y caucione6 
requeridas par alguna Corte o Tribunal* oponerse a cualquier elas* 

*' rK&wee# compr onefcs r en 4rbitr«» erbitradorea y/o 
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instancias, incidencias y trimites y e jercar todos los recursos a 
que hubiere lugar, tanto los ordinaries como los extraordinar ios de 
casacion o in va lida ciSn j iniciar y dealatir del juicio de ajnparo* 
pronover y absolver posiciones juradas* pronovar quejaa y querellas 
y desistir de ellass y en general, hacer todo cuanto fuere 
^esario o convenience para la major defense de Ice derechos e 
l ii^lUeresee de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. Dejo conatanoia 
oWfe las facultades aqui conferidas son meramente enunciativas y no 
•^taxativas y que los apoderados aqui instituidos estan facultados 
para sustituir el presence poder en personas o abogados de su 
confianza, con todas o algunas de las facultades anterioraente 
senaladas, con reserva o no da su ejercicio. Este poder no revoca 
nl deja sin efecto ningun otro poder ©torgado con anterioridad por 
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la fecha de su auten ticac ion . 
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.1 


i. REFjlpBLICA VENEZUELA. N 




(S>) 


de 



! 


T'^teEMV.JJE'^AL'k'ICIA. MjH 4ncia 
novl jcsm&as noventa-fly^sei s. 
p 62 y 136s. El anterior documento redactado por el abogado :^PRANCJS 
Cl VELA93UEZ ARCAY, inscrito en el inpreabogado bajo el N854E92, fue 
presentado par a su autenticacion y devolucion, segun planilla N? 243 
271, de fecha: 30-1-96. Prssente su otorgante dijo llamarse: R-'NSENDO 
S, TERRADAS actuando en caracter de Preside -te de BRIDGE STfT-JE FIRES- 
TCNE VTJEZOLANA, C.A, mayor de edad, domiciliado en : \! fl! t n r 

nacipnalidad : ^ EytZvfrfVti de estado civil: 

titular de la cedula de identidad No 6.297.265. ^-eido el documento 
■' presencia de la notario expuso. ” Su contenido es cierto y mia la- 
firma que aparece al pie del instrumento" . La Notario e- tal virtud- 
lo declara a u tenticado en prese cia de los testigos : MARIELA JIMENEZ 
Y ESTHER DE CE35R, titulares de las cedulas de identidad Nos:10.737. 
912 y 395.502, dajandolo inserto bajo el Ne % . Tomo : jj de 

los libros de autenticaciones llevados en esta notaria. La Motario- 
hace constar que tuvo para su vista y devolucion rt egistro de Comercio 
de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE V'NEZOLANA, C.A, in=crita otiginalmente por- 
^nte el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantile 
optima Circunscripcion Judicial del Edo. Carabobo, en focha:23 
de.^Octubre de 1956, bajo el H8 l.-Igualmente para el otorgamiento del 
sente documento la Notaria se T raslado y Constituyo en la Empresa- 
9RIDG" STONE FIRESTONE V^EZ^LANA, C.A, de esta ciudad a las: 

LA NOTARIO 
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t REPUBLICS OE VE^UELA;~ROSfe/RUEO* OE HOUTBANN. NOTSrXO PU8LIC0 TERCERO OCL- 

2 RUNICIPIO AUTONOMO VALENCIA DEL ESTADO CARABOBO, QUICN 5USCRI8E CERT IF ICA 

3 Qua ha confrontado la Copia Fotoetdtica Constanta dat TRES (03) •••..« folioe 

4 utiles, Qua aa traalada fitl y axacto dal Documents inaarto an aata HotarXa, 

5 duranta al snot 1.996...#.* bajo al N* 28 t Toaoi ll 9 **»j qua dicha Cc 

^\nia furf raaliiada por la Ciudadanat SULEIDA NOGUERA •- mayor da edad, T I- 

iular da la Cddula da Idantldad N B V-5.622.001.....^ paraona capsz, Autorlza 

' J 

a da par *1 para hacarla y quidn junta conalge auacriba la praaanta Certifica- 
y cada una da aua pdginas. Qua dleha Copia aa explde a aoiicitud da pa£ 
Jf) to intaraaada y Oacrato da aata aiaaa fecha, lo« eualaa a contlnuaeidn aa in 
n aortans Ciudadanat Notario Publico Tarcaro da Valancia. Su Doapacho.- Ya, M 

l2 MAR30RIE RQSSELL • - mayor do adad. Titular da la Ctfdula da Idantldad - 

j,j N 9 V-12.606.141... .solicito Copia Fotoatitica Cartiflcada dal Oocumanto N 9 - 

(<} 28.. t Tomoi 11* da laa Libroa da Autantlcacionaa llavadoa por ao- 

1& ta Natarfa an f acha t 30-01-96.-. .... . £n Valancia. a loa* 0IECI0CH0 (18).... 

^ diao dal naa dai MAYO.- dal DOS Bit. El Soleltantai (fdo.) Ilaqibla.; 

^fftoublica da Vanazuala. Motar £• Publics Tarcara da Valancia. Valencia, 13 “ 

IS 05W2.000.- <y a t«l afacto da conforiaidad con la aatablacida an al At— 

,„ ^4ula 120® da la Lay da Regiatro Publico, so daslgna a la Ciudadanat 5ULEI- 
° A N<1CUEiU *” mayor da .dad. Titular da la Cddula da Idantldad *« v ~\ 

21 5,622.oaid...paca qua raalica la oparacidn da la Copia y auacriba cada una-i 

22 da laa pdginaa junto con la Notarla. (fdo.) ROSA RUE0A 0E HOUTBANN. NOTARIO- 
PUBLICO TERCCRO DEL BUNXCIPXO AUTONOMO VALENCIA DEL ESTADO CARAB0B0. Valan— : 

DOS MIL.- 






1728 



^ GADO SEGUNDO DE IQS MU NICIP IOS VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, LOS GUAYOS , NA- , 
t GtoAGUA Y SAN DIEGO PS LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION JLTOICIAL DSL ESTADO CARA- t 


1 BOBO.- 




Valencl a, 23 d e Mayo d el 2000 
190 fi y 14ia 


6 ReclbidB el anterior escrlto, desele entrada y f6rtnese Expe 8 

, j diente. Habfclftese el tlempo neceaario para la pr actica de la medi da. T 
8 | como ha sldo solid tada y jurada la urgencla del caso» Traslddese y ; s 
ftdnstltdyase el Trlbuna^aj^gar Indique el solicjtante, a los - » 
to tfines de practlcar .equerlda,- Devuelvase ori-j » tfl 

• u | g^nal con sus result^ j una vez sea practlcada la Inspeccl6n 



j En la misma feca se le dj6 entrada bajo el NS 21 1 * y se fonno Expedient 


16 1 te «-- 
i7 1 


- !• 
J 17 
j IS 
j IS 

„■ so 



^teria. 


V*- 
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PODER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICCION CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 
A R C H I V O 


soucrrAmEis) 

<\q 3xU.>>6g6'7PUfc.T^te6~fii>)g \jpK>e»>(rtU/4_ t <8'A . 

MOTIVO ... jNl6?gCCiQA t )uO iCir\L- 


Oil : U*CXCjZ ? Aun er-toc; 

FECHA DE ENTRADA: Dla . Mas ... '4.° n 1 .? Afto ....-?.;Opp 





i\ ■ -i 

ro 

co 


c - a 




de los partjculares siguientes:— — 

11 U--~ ■ *— • — - j t* 

PRIMERO: De ia presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 

** — — — — — — — — — _ is 

Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer y el Tipo, Color y Placas, 

** — — — — *« 

que presents el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

w — - — — . ~ — „ , , — — — — *7 

SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene cuatro (4) cauchos instalados 

“ *- T- ^ : _______ n 

en caaa uno de sus ones. — 
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cada uno de los lines del vehiculo inspeccionado.- 


CUARTO: De las condiciones generales de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de 
I los hues del vehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. — P 




QUINTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada nno 


de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado.- 


SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en quqjsft.. 


encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado.- 


SEPTIMO: Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la 


carroceria del vehiculo.- 


De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de sefialar en su 


debida oportunidad.-- 


Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento 


Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la 


reproduccion fotografica de los hechos antenormente especificados y de cualquier 


otro que expresamente me reservo sefialar en la oportunidad de la practica de dicha" 


inspeccion judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practico fotografo y un 


practico mecanico. Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que deje constancia que las' 


referidas fotografias faeron realizadas en su presencia, y que son reproduceiones 


fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente inspeccion judicial, para 


lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta 


Inspeccion Judicial.- 


Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente soliciwd, me sea devuelta en 


s ; original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que espero en Guacara, en la fecha de su 
presentacion.- 
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ROBIWDO 8. rXRAADAS, van**©!**© 


my tax: da""adad 


j^grr* *«*»*»«« 

doaicili © , civilaanta hibtl y titular d« lm «*dula de idantidad Ho. 
€.297.265,. pioc*dl«ndo an mi. carActax da Praaldant* <1* BRIDGE STOWS 
FIRBS70BK V1HXZOLAMA, C.A. , .ociadad ■arcaatil doaieiliada ar. lm 
ciudad da 'Valancia# Bata <la Carabobo ■ inacxita orl gin* i* ant a por 
*at« #1 Raglatro d« Coaarcio qua liavaba *1 Jurgrad© Sequodo da 
Frt**r« Inataneia an I© Civil y Karcantil Urn lm S4pti*a 
7f^^r©»ii#crlp©i6B Judicial dal Jab* do Carabob© an f achat vaintitrS* 
da octubra da 1956, baj© al Ho. 2, por #1 prtustc document© 
^*c||r©i Qua Hi rtpraeaatada confitra podar a»plio, baatanta y 
=u*nto *a daracho ca raquiara y »#« naeeaari©, a lo* 
S^Sogado* an ajarcicio* HUMBERTO J. BRIClflO, HXBRY TORRIALBA 
J^DBSHA, JOS* HBHRigUK D'ASOLLQ, RAMOS wf* ALVISS SAHTI, MARIA 
F^lfcSD* 2 AJXA, CLfHRSTIHA OS CASTRO, MARGOT HOIS, CARLOS LUIS 
PII|4»riL HIH RIQUIZ y FRAHCISC0 3, VZLASQVtLZ ARC AT , vamatolano*, 
x m&pmi* da adad , hibilas an daxacho, titular#* da la* cfdula* d* 
idaatidad Wot. 3.967,563, 3.661.02S, 7.308,173, 6.845.624, 

^7^22,699, 19,335,670, 9.879,275, 7.139,825 y 7.122.658, 

- tablet iv ana rvt a e inacrit©* an el ISPREABOGADO bajo loa No*. 

ii 

• r ***M* !*•**** 26.304, 32,501, £4,502, 48.338, 55.660 y 

tambiln ra*pacti.va»antai doaieiliadoa lo* ©ch© priaaro* da 
: ^oa noabradoa an la ciudad da Caracas, BUtsito Federal y el 
iitino da lo» nonbrado* an la ciudad da Valancia, Estado Carabob©, 
p*.r« qua actaando conjucta © aaparadananta, xaprasantan y 
aoetangan lot dartchoe, accionaa a intaraaaa da BRIDGISTOW* 
FIRISTOHI VSHXZOLAHA, C.A., aa toda cle«a da aaunto* judicial#* © 
judicial#* an qua aaa parta, por mat a caalquiar persona, 

•&M ca o privada, par ante cualqaier antidad judicial o 

•!* 

IdaMiatrativa da earletar naeional, aatadal, diatrital o amnicipai 
X&p* cualquiar conpatancia, ordaa o jur iadicciin, incluyand© par© 


5 Q*\ 


GADO PRIMERO DE LOS MUMCIPIOS GUACARA Y SAN JOAQUfN DE LA 


Junto at dot rall.- 


1»0* y 141* 


urgencla del cats Derele antrada y hSgaia coma as pide Traalddea* al Tribunal al alto 
an alia indicado y iWcgqaMuldo, practlquaaa la Inapeecl6n Judicial a qua aa rafters. En 
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•I dla tie hoy, Treinls de Junto del doe mi, eienda las Doe y media de la larde (02:30 
p.m,), ee iratladd el Tribunal, previa habilitacidn del tiampo necesario eoRcilado y 
acordado y a to!ic*ud del Abg. FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, inserio en 
el I.P.S.A., bejo el No .84 .682, en tu carteter da Apoderado Judicial BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a la tede del Eetacionamienlo Guacara, ubicado en 
la cate las Deiclas, Los Naranjillos, en Guacara, Eslado Carabobo, con elfin de practicar 
la inspection Judicial sotclsda y scordada. Conetitoido el Tribunal en el referido sitio, 
NOTIFICA de tu mis'idn a la ciudadana MARLENE DEL VALLE GUTIERREZ DE 
. FREITES, presents all, Venezolana, mayor de edad, litutar de ia CSdula de Identidad No. 

P 0.928, an su condition de Administradora del mencionado Eetacionamienio. El 
I designs FOTOGRAFO y PRActico para qua lomen fetografias y asesoren al 
I, a lot Cludadanos MARJORIE ROSELL ORTEGA y MIGUEL VALOIS FREITES 
>, presentee ail, venezolanos, mayores de edad, tiulares de lat Cidulas de 
" Identidsd N°s: V-12,606 141 y V-3.222.83S, respectlvamente, quienes Impueslos de 
tales designaciones y de las Generalet de Ley correspondienles, mantieslan su 
aceptacidn y prestan juramenlo. Seguidamenle, el Trbunal procede a practicar la 
Inspection Judicial dicha y a su particular PRIMERO : se deja conslancia, previo 
asesoramienlo del Praciico, anleriormante designado y juramentado, que en el lugar 
donde te encuentra conettuido el Tribunal, se encuenlra un vehlculo Marca: FORD; 
Modelo: EXPLORER XLT; Tipo: 4X2; Color: VERDE; Places: MAZ-27J; en cuanto al 
particular SSGUHDO; el Tribunal deja conslancia previo asasoramianto del Practice, 
anlaricrmente designado y juramentado, que si vehlculo anlee idenlificado tiena Ires (3) 
cauchos instaladoe en sue fines, ee observa igualmente qua Falta el eaucho y rin 
delantero izquterde; en cuanio al particular TERCERO: se deja constancia, previo 
asosoramiento del Praciico, anleriormante designado y juramentado, que el eaucho 
DELANTERO DERECHO, es marca FIRESTONE; Tipo: WILDERNESS AT; serial N*. 
EX/4X BM11147; el eaucho TRASERO DERECHO os marca FIRESTONE; Tipo: 
WILDERNESS AT; serial N“: EX/4X SM11147 y el eaucho TRASERO IZQUERDO, 
marca FIRESTONE; Tipo: WILDERNESS AT; serial N°: EX/4X BM11147; an cuanio al 
particular CUARTO: el Tribunal deja conslancia, previo asosoramiento del PrSetico antes 
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datigMdo y juramantjdo qua la< candle iomt gtnanlat da lea cauchoa Intlaladot an 
cada uno da lot rinaa dal vahlculo in«p»cc»nado, a> buena y aa obatrva qua la banda da 
rodamianto etli complete, an auanta al particular QUIMTO: al Tribunal ordana a la 
FOTOGRAFO anlaa deaignada y juramaniada, tomar fotografiaa da cada uno da to* 
cauchoa Intlaladot an cada uno da lot rnet dal vahlcuto inepecclonado; an cuanto a! 
particular SEXTO: al Tribunal ordana a la FOTOGRAFO arnet deaignada y juramaniada, 
lomar fotograflat da la canocerla dal veMcuto objeto da eata Impeccidn Judicial y da iat 
condtclooat generates dal vahlcuto; an cuanto al particular SFPTIMO: al Tribunal, pravto 
atataramfenlo dalPRACTICO, anted daaigrado y juramenlado, deja comtancia qua el 
. vehfculo objeto da eata inspocciitn Judicial prattrda el taefto hundido, hundlmientot an al 
7eap«, guardafangot y quartet; En aata aatado, mtarvfana al aolcltanta, antaa 
: ktentficado, haciendo uao dal Deracho da Reterva y eipone: "soldo al Tribunal, ae daje 
’contlincia dal Kilometraje qua pratarda al vahlculo irttpaccionado; ta interrogue a la 
Notfkada acerca da cual fue al motivo dal Ingreao a aata aataclonamianto del vehlculo 
objeto da aata Intptccion y dal aatado an qua aa encuentran lot doa (2) cauchoa qua 
a ttin an to malatar* dal rsfarido valticulo, aal coma au ntarca, tlpo y aariaf. El Tribunal, 
vttlo al padtnanto interior, acuerda an cordomMad Id solicit do y deja comtancia, pravto 
aetteramierto dal PRACT1CO, qua at veWcuio liwpecetonado liana 6ETENTA Y SEIS 




,4 




MIL DOSCIENTOS CUARENTA Y CINCO KILO METROS (76,245 Km) da rodaje. 
Igualmerte, aa haca constat qua la NOTIFICADA antes Idantlftcada, manifesto, previa 
Marrogatorio que al wlMculo intpeectonado ingresi al attadonamianta donde te 
ancuantra conalluWo al Tribunal, por accident* da TrlnaJo con votcamianio. Igualmanli 
aa Itaca eonatar, pravto asasoramlento dal PRACTICO, qua tea dot (2) cauchot qua «e 
ancuardran an la maletara del valticulo intpaccionado, astdn rolot en lot (startles 
producto da un impacio y aua bandat da rodamlenlo esfdn an butn aatado y ton da 
marca FIRESTONE; Tipe: WILDERNESS AT; tarial Wt EX74X 3M11I47. Sa Itaca 
eonatar qua las totogratias futron tomadaa al momento da praciicar aata Impeccton 
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PODER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICCION CIVIL 


SOLICITUDES 

ilCHIVO 


SOUCITANTE (S) .J355S. VCLASSm mmx . 


mouvo iS3*psci<ar..ii»i5i.*.t 


juzoaoo ..9SA?5!>.de KmiqiFio. 


FECHA DE ENTRADA: Dfa ... .f? - Mm 9 ®. ASo 2 9 SO 


FECHA DEVOLUCION: Ola - Mm AM 
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K) 
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Ciudadano 

£ 

JUEZ CUARTO DE LOS MUNICIPIOS VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, LOS , 


GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIFCION 


JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO CARABOBO ! 


Su Desnacho. ! 

6 i 

i 1 


Yo, FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolano, mayor de edad, ! 


domiciliado en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula de identidad N° j 


7.121.658, abogado en ejercicio, inscrito en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 


54.892, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad con los 


articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1.429 del Codigo 


Civil, jure la urgencia del caso, solicito la habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este 


honorable Tribunal, y en consecuencia se obvie el requisite de la distribucion, eon j 


el ftn de que el Tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direccton que oportunamente ; 


le senalare, a fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de los 


particulares siguientes: 


PR1MERO: De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 


Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer y el Tipo, Colory Placas, 


que presenta el vehiculo inspeceionado. 


SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene cuatro (4) cauchos instalados 


1 en cada uno de sus lines. 


i TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 


j cada uno de los lines del vehiculo inspeceionado. 


i CUARTO: De las condiciones generales de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de 

25 

los lines del vehiculo inspeceionado y su banda de rodamiento. 

; QUINTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno 


de los lines del vehiculo inspeceionado. 


| SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se 


encuentra el vehiculo inspeceionado. 


SEPTIMO: Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la 
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canoceria del vehlculo. — J»;‘- 

•' |Ai ai 

De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de seSalawfa su V 
— — — ** 

— _ _J 33 

Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento 

, 34 

Civil, en concordancia con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la i 

— — r — 1« 

reproduccion fotografica de los hechos anteriormente especificados y de cualquier i 

— __ - i 88 

otro que expresamente me reservo seftaiar en la oportmiidad de la practica de dicha 

— 37 

inspeccidn judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practico fotografo y un 

— — — ^ „ „ 38 

practico mecamco. Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que deje constancia que las 
referidas fotografias fiieron realizadas en su presencia, y que son reproducciones 

— „ 40 

fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente inspection judicial, para 

4t 

lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias scan agregadas a esta ^ 

Inspeccidn Judicial.————— — — ■ — - — — ^ 

Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea devuelta en j 
original junto con sus resultas. Es gracia que espero en Valencia, en la fecha de su 
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NUEUE 

5£ DEVUELVE AL SOLICITaNTE CQNSTANTE D t NUEVE (9) FOLIOS 
UTILES, CONSTE HOY, CUATRO 0£ OULIC OEL AfcQ DOS MIL , 


EL m t 


A8G, JDHrll Ujs 3AM' Va CHE CO . 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

No. fstamvl No. 0064 

(round ink stamp - illegible) 

¥ETlTlOmil{S): HMMQSMDWWM£4MES§,..4SSISTERMZ:MMM.MHBMS... 

muu,- 


REASON: JUDICIAL INSPECTION 


COURT: IN AND FOR THE SEVENTH MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF 

CARABOBQ 

DATE OF ENTRY: Day: 20. Month: SEPTEMBER Year: 2000 

DATE RETURNED:Day: jjj Month: Yean 

No. (stamp) No . 0064 

C.22 
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(Handwritten) One(l) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

CA-98 No. 04622916 

Citizen 

Assigning Judge in and for the Municipalities of Valencia, Libertador, Los Guayos, Naguanagua and San 
Diego in the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo 

X, MILAGROS PEDRIQUE DE ALBERS, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of Identity Card 
No. 9,804,189, a resident of this City, duly represented by attorney MARIA CARELYS ZQZAYA, 
holder of Identity Card No. 7,081,212, a practicing attorney and resident of this City, registered with the 
Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 30,056, respectfully appear you in order to state: I ask this Court 
to be so kind as to be transferred and called into session at the establishment known as NUEVOS 
HORtZONTES JAM. CARS, C.A., located at No. 122*41, Avertida Bolivar Norte, next to the Chancery, 
in .this City of Valencia, State of Carabobo, in order to place the following facts and circumstances on. the 
record by means of a Judicial Inspection; 

ONE : As to the identification of the legal entity on whose premises foe Court has been called into 
session. 

TWO : As to the identification of the individual who is in charge of or responsible for tire establishment at 
which the Court has been called into session at the time this inspection is conducted. 

THREE : That there is a vehicle that has been left at the establishment at which the Court is called into 
session, with the following characteristics; make; FORD, model; EXPLORER ?A8 SPORT WAGON, 
year: 1998, plates: GAR-78Z, color; WHITE, class: TRUCK, use: PRIVATE. 

FOUR : I would ask folds Court to state the fores on the vehicle for foe record, they are make: 
FIRESTONE, model: WILDERNESS AT, and their characteristics are: P235-75R15 M/S and as to 
whether they are sealed with all purpose tape, make: Tessa, model 5041-34, size: 10 m. x 48 mm. and 
with Masking Tape, a roll of corrugated paper, Make: Celoven 3450, and also whether said vehicle is 
covered with a black waterproof canvas, make; all purpose Lonaleve, 

FIVE : I would ask this Court to state the identification of the individual who is hereby going to proceed 
to remove the tires described in Item Four of this petition from foe establishment at which the vehicle that 
is the subject of this inspection is located, ....... 


PAL0018 
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( Three partial stamps down right margin - illegible) 

who is identified as follows: 

Christian Name and Surname: DICK BAUMGARDNER 
Nationality: North American 

Passport Number: 045 1 04920 

Profession: Expat, President of the company known as Tire Consultants, I.N.C, 

SIX : I ask the Court to take the statement of citizen, DICK BAUMGARDNER regarding the items that 
said citizen is going to verify at this inspection, and also that he make a statement on the identification of 
the tires that he is now going to proceed to take off the vehicle and ship from this establishment to the 
United States of America in order to prepare the pertinent expert’s report for which he has been 
appointed. 

SEVEN : I would ask this Court to state for the record any other fact or item that is requested at the time 
this Judicial Inspection is conducted. 

I swear that this case is an emergency and I would ask the Court to set aside all of the time necessary to 
carry out all of the above, and once this has been done, that the original thereof be returned to me together 
with the results. In Valencia, on the twentieth day of the month of September, two thousand. 

(Signed) (Illegible) 



(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

Seventh Court is and for the Municipalities of Valencia, Libertador 
(Seat) 

Los Guayos, Naguanagua and San Diego 
In the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo 

Submitter, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 
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(Three partial stamps down left margin - illegible) 


(Hand written) Two (2) 


SEVENTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERT ADOR, LOS 
GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO. 


VALENCIA, SEPTEMBER 20, 2000 
190* Year of Independence and 141“ Year of the Federation 

Have received the foregoing petition, it is ordered that it be admitted and that the Court be 
transferred and called into session for such purpose at the location indicated by the petitioner, in order to 
conduct die Judicial Inspection requested in the petition that initiated this proceeding. Once tie 
inspection has been conducted, it is ordered that it be returned to die petitioner with the results thereof. 

DEPUTY JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

Seventh Court fas and for the Municipalities of Valencia, L&erttdor 

(Seal) 

Los Guayos, Naguanagu* and San Diego 
In the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo 

TEMPORARY CLERK 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


Admitted on this «ame date under No. 0064. 

TEMPORARY CLERK 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

Seventh Court in and for the Municipalities of Valencia, Llbertador 
(Seal) 

Los Guayos, Naguanagua and San Diego 
In the Judicial District of the State of Carabobo 


[illegible inkstamp] 
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(Three illegible round ink stamps dawn left margin) 


(illegible round ink stamp in the center of the page) 
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(Hand written) Seven (7) 


(illegible text reading only: 5171) 


(T wo illegible round ink stamps) 
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(Three illegible round ink stamps down right margin) 


(partial round ink stamp in the center of the page) 

. ..Republic of Venezuela 
...Coat of Arms 
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(Partial stamps to left and right - illegible) 


(Hand written) Eight (8) 


At 1:40 in the afternoon today, the twentieth day of September in the year two thousand* the Court, 
accompanied by citizen, MELAGROS PEDRIQUE DE ALBERS, holder of Identity Card No. V- 
9,804,189, assisted by Attorney MARIA CARELYS ZOZAYA, registered with the Venezuelan Bar 
Association under No. 35,056 was transferred and called into session at No. 122-41, Avenida Bolivar 
Norte, next to the Chancery, where the body and paint shop “Nuevos Honzontcs, JA.M. CARS, C.A.” 
does business, in the Parish of San Josd, Municipality of Valencia, in the State of Carabobo, is order to 
conduct the Judicial Inspection requested in the petition that initiated this proceeding. Present was citizen 
GUSTAVO JOS5 LABRADOR RONDON, holder of identity Card No. V-7,048,153, in his capacity as 
Manager of the Nuevos Korizontes JAM. CARS, C.A. shop, whom the Court served with a subpoena for 
its mission. The Court then placed the following items on the record: ITEM NO. ONE: With regard to 
tins item, it was stated for the record that the corporate entity on whose premises the Court had been 
called into session was the commercial establishment known as “NUEVOS HORIZONTES JAM., 
CARS., CA” ITEM NO, TWO: The Court stated for the record that the person who was in charge of the 
establishment at which it had been called into session was citizen: GUSTAVO JOSE LABRADOR 
RONDON, identified at the beginning of this report. ITEM NO. THREE: The Court stated for the record 
that a vehicle with the following characteristics: make: FORD, Model: EXPLORER 7A8 SPORT 
WAGON, year: 1998, plates: GAR-78Z, Color: WHITE, class: TRUCK, use: private, had been left at the 
establishment at which it had been called into session. ITEM NO. FOUR: The Court stated for the 
record that the tires on the vehicle identified in the preceding item ware: make; FIRESTONE, model; 
WILDERNESS AT, and they had the following characteristics: P235-75RL5 M-S, and these wore sealed 
with all-purpose tape, make: Tessa, model: 5041-34, size: 10 m. x 48 mm. and with masking tape, a roll 
of corrugated paper .......... 
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(three partial stamps down right margin - illegible) 

make: Celovcn 3450; it was also stated for the record that the vehicle was covered with a piece of black 
waterproof canvas, make: all-purpose Lenaleve. ITEM NO. FIVE: The Court stated for the record that 
also present at the inspection was citizen: DICK BAUMGARDNER, a citizen of the United States of 
North America, holder of passport No. 045104920, an expert by profession, and President of the 
Company Tire Consultants, I.N.C., who then proceeded to remove a tire from the vehicle described in 
item No. Three of this Inspection for shipment to the United States of North America, in order to perform 
die expert examination of same for which he had been appointed. ITEM NO. SIX: The Court then stated 
for flic record that citizen, DICK BAUMGARDNER, who was identified above, thereupon stated that the 
hidden serial number identifying the tires on the vehicle that was the subject of this inspection was No. F- 
17248-L01. ITEM NO. SEVEN: I ask the Court to appoint an expert photographer to take some 
photographs of the items described herein. The Court then appointed citizen, WUILLIAM [sic] OJEDA, 
holder of identity card No. V-8,830,286 as the expert photographer, and being present, he accepted the 
assignment, was sworn in as provided by Law and proceeded to take some photographs of the various 
items that were inspected; it was ordered that once these are developed, they be added to this record, to 
belter illustrate same. Completed, read and signed by the undersigned, who were in agreement therewith. 

DEPUTY JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

(Illegible) 

PETITIONER 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

HER ATTORNEY 

(Signed) (Illegible) ACTING CLERK 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


SUBPOENAED PARTY 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


PAL0032 



1770 


(Partial stamp ~ illegible) 

: STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Seal) 

- (Illegible) 

€A-98Nft.«46£2901 

(This page is hand written) 

During office hours today, September 28, 2000, the undersigned attorney, Marfa Zozaya, a citizen of 
Venezuela, holder of Identity Card No, 7,081,212, registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under 
No. 35,056, appears before you and states: l would request a certified photocopy of the- Indicia! 
inspection that was conducted. I then sign the requested, item before the Clerk,. Who authorizes me to sign 
it. That is all 

Acting Attorney 

(Signed) (illegible) • 


Clerk 

(Signed - illegible) 
(Stamp) 
f Illegible) 
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SEVENTH COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LJBERTADOR, LOS 
GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF 
CARABOBO. 

VALENCIA, SEPTEMBER 28, 2000 

Hiving reviewed the foregoing request, it is agreed to grant same and to this end, it is ordered that the requested 
certified copy be issued, as provided by Article 112 of the Code of Civil Procedure and Article 120 of the Public 
Records Law, and citizen. Ana Facbeca, is appointed to obtain same, and she will sign each page and at the bottom 
thereof; together with the Clerk. TONE AND ORDERED, 

DEPUTY JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp ~ illegible) 


ACTING CLERK 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Hand written) 

Today, the third day of October in the year two thousand, this, petition was returned to the party concerned with the 
results thereof, consisting of nine (9) sheets of paper. 

ACTING CLERK 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) {Illegible} 
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL 

COURT FILE OFFICE 

NOTE: 

This covet sheet must be used to cover the last sheets of paper in a file. 

The purpose thereof is to protect the Documents and avoid any wear and tear thereof. 


Model C-30 
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I, 

at 

N« 



1774 


jtfMitiiCA pi nniiuiu 



soucirxKtt (si jjUjgggs fggg iguc n mm, asiktim pm , m*u rwnrs 

261 AYA. - 


Momo . _ .?«'««» 

muiAi 




.*iE?rwmo serrmo Pi tes 

uuman ss 

V At SNCt A PU tPO. 

CAXA&0SQ 


ts 


ssmmiH 

teas 

FECMA D€YOUJCK)N; ttt 


Ma 



\ m 

i 

| 

| 


c -a 


T900 



1775 



Ciudttbm 


Juez Distribuidor de lot Miauctpiw Valencia. Ubertador, Los Guayoa, Na^uupa y San Dime d- U 
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Cireuaacripcidc Judicial del Eaudo Carabobo 

Su Despacbo.- 

^ o. MILAGE OS PEDRIQU2 DI ALBERS, vnttolmt, mayor q» edad, titular de 

la CMda de Identidad No. 9.804.189, y da este domicilio. debidaraente tsiatida per la aboeada. 

MARIA CARELYS ZOZAYA. titular dr la Cidula dr Identidad Nro. 7 0*1.212. abogado an ejereiein 

de «Se dooucilio. inscrit* en el Inpreabogado bnje el No. 35.056, ante Dated mpetuoaeamae arudo 

a fin de esponer: Solicito de rate Tribtral ae airva trasladane y coratitmne en el eetableciraiento 

denominado NUEVOS HORJZONTES J.A-M CARS, CA.. ubicado en la Avenida Bolivw Norte, 

122-4 1, aJ lado del Rrctorado, eo nu ciudad de Valencia Eaado Carabobo, a objeto de que 

por nu via de Inapeccidn Judicial deje coutcneia de loe jiguiensn beebos y eircaataacitr 

PRIMES 0: De la idertificaciOn de la penona jwidiea en cuya aede ae eneuertra cotatituido el 

Tribunal. 

SIGUNPO: De idenrifteac ita de la petaoo* natural que para el momenta de la prdctic* de ecta 

mapeccidn ae encueatra eomo encg-garia o respomable del eatablecitaieoto doode ft encucntra 

cocsti&iido el Tribunal. 

TESCERO: Oue en el estableeimretao en el cut! ae encuentra coast i tin do el Tribimal ae eacoentra 

depoaitado el vehlculo adomoter coo las aissiisntea earactenitjcas: Marca: FORD, motfclo: 

EXPLORER 7A8 SPORT WAOOR ato 1998; plao OAR-78Z; color BLANCO; due 

CAMIONETA; too: PARTICULAR. 

CTASI^ : Solicito del Tribunal ae deje cooaUeeia de los cauchoa cpie posea el vehleul© maotaotor. 

ton marca FIRESTONE, modelo WILDERNESS AT, y que poteen las caracterliticas P235-75R15 

M-S; y at lea nimaoa ae eacBentjap precraUtk** con cinta naxltiure, raarcm Tessa, modelo 5041-34, 

medadaa lOm-48 max. y eon Masktiag Tripe, rollo de p^»el crespdo. marca Celovw 3450, e 

®jalaiente que didao veUcalo ae encuettra cubierto can una Iona impermeable de color ncp-o, rarca 

Local eve nzilbmo. 

PVffn'.P- Solicito drl TribumJ ae deje coostvicia de ideatificacido de la person natural qt» va a 


preceder an eate acto a retirar de] establecmtieato en el euaj ae encueatra el vebiculo wtetaoder 


sHj’e'te He netpKXififl Sit*! rafirta* iteseritnK ?ti t\ wrticiriir ftnrio He rrta rattcital rimdn m 

•4 
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6«0 Stmm S> E LOS KUSICIPIQS *ALENCtA, LlfiOtTADOR, LG$ 
tjuAoS, NAGUAHAGUA Y SAN DIEGO DE LA CIRCUNSCXIPCION JUDICIAL 
Dff ESTADO CASABOBO. 


VALENCIA, SEPTIEMBRE 20 DE 2000 
190* y 141* 


For recibida 1* anterior solid tud. DJtsale entrada*. * t«l 
efecto t« erdena el trasiado y conttituci6n del Tribunal *n 
•1 alt its qua indiqu* el solid cante* a fin de praeticar la 
Inspeeei&n Judicial a qu« ** centra# la solicited «ju« 
eneabaia astaa actuation**. Una vex practiced** las sisaaa , 
davTielvanse *1 postulants original con tut reaultas. 
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Hoy, vclntc de Septieabre del Afio Dot Mil, siendtf-’las 1:40 de la 
t*rde, it tras lad6 y eonstltuyS el Tribunal cn la ^ivenide Bolivar 
Norte, N» 122*41 t al lado del Rectorado, donde fu^ciona cl Taller 

- i - -S’. 

de.'Latoneria y Pintura "Nuevos Horizonte*", J . A . M .^^ CARS C.A., 
Pcrroquia San Josi, Municipio Valencia, Estedo Carabobo, en 
coapafiia dc la ciudadana: MILACROS PEDRIQUE DE ALBERS, titular de 
la Cidula de Idetitidad N« V- 9.804.189, asistida por la Abogado 
MARIA CARELYS 202AYA, ioscrita en el instituto de Previsi&n Social 
del Abopgado bajo el N* 35.056, con cl fin dc practicar la 
Inspecci6n Judicial a qua tc cootrae la solicitud que cncabeta 
estas actuacione*. Presente el ciudadano: GUSTAVO JOSE LABRADOR 
RONDON, titular de la Cidula de Identidad N* V- 7 . 048 . 153 , en tu 
caricter de Gcrente del Taller Nuevos Horizonte* J.A.M., CARS, 
C.A., a qulcn el Tribunal lc lapuso de tu aisi6n. Seguidanente el 
Tribunal deja constancia de lot tigulentct particularet : PR1MER0: 
En cuanto a ette particular te deja constancia que la persona 
jurldica en cuya cede te encuentra constituido el Tribunal es cn el 
Estableciaicnto Coaercial "NUEVOS H0RI20KTES J.A.M., CARS., C.A. 
SECUNDO: El Tribunal deja constancia que la persona que ae 
encuentra coao encargeda del estableciaicnto donde se encuentra 
constituido al Tribunal, es el ciudadano: GUSTAVO JOSE LABRADOR 
RONDON , identificado al coaienso de esta acta* TERCEXO: El 
Tribunal deja conatancia de que en el estableclaiento donde ae en- 
cuentra constituido, estf deposit ado el vehlculo autoaotor con las 
siguicDt es caractcrlsticas: Marca: FORD, Modelo: EXPLORER 7A8 SPORT 
WAGON, Afio: 1.998, Plata: CAR-78Z, Color: BLANCO, Clase: CAMIOKETA, 
Uaoj PARTICULAR. CUARTO: El Tribunal deja constancia, que Loe 
cauchos que posec el vehlculo antes identificado cn el particular 
anterior soti: Marca: FIRESTONE, Modelo: WILDERNESS AT, y loa cualet 
poseen las siguientes carecterls ticas s P235-75RL5 M-S, loa cualeS 
it encuentran pracintados con cinta aultluso, aarca Tessa, HodaLo 
5041-34, aedidas 10«- 4 8 a. a., y con Haskting Teipe,*rollo de papal 
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creapAn, urea celovcn 3*50, aa deja lgualunte conataneia 
qua *1 vehiculo aa encuentra cubiarto con una Iona impermeable 
da color negro, aarca lonalave ultimo. QUIKTO: El Tribu^a 1 
deja conataneia qua igualmente aa ancuantra praaanta an este 
aeto cl ciudadano: DICK BAUMGA1DNEK, da Nacionalidad 
Kortaaaarlcano, nuaaro da paaaportc 0*5104920, da frofaaiin 
Experro, Fraaidente da la Eaprcaa Tira Conaultana. I.N.C., qulen 
an acta aoaento proccda a ratlrar un caucho dal vchiculo 
daacrlto an cl particular Tcrccro da aata Inapecci&n para 
traaladarlo hacla loa Eatadoa Unldoa da Norttaairica, a fin da 
raaliaar la capartici* pertinente para la eual fu6 deaignado. 
SEXTO: Seguidaunte cl Tribunal deja conataneia qua cl ciudadano 
DICK BAUHGAKDNER, antcriormcntc identif icado, unifiaata an aata 
aeto qua al aerial oeulto K* F-17Z48-1.01, aa al qua identifier a 
lea cauchoa qua peace al vchiculo automotor objeto da la 
praaanta inapeeeiSn. SEFTIHO: Pido al Tribunal deaigne un 
prietieo fotografo, para qua ton algunaa fotografiaa da loa 
partlcularaa aqul deaeritoa. Scguidaunta al Tribunal dcaigna- 
eoao prietieo fotografo al ciudadano: VUIU.IAH OJEDA, titular da 
la Cidula da Identldad K* V- S. <30. 286, quicn aatando praaanta 
acapta al cargo, praata cl juraunto da Lay y precede a tour 
algunaa fotografiaa da loa diferentea acpcctoa lntpeceienadoc, y 
ordena qua una vea revcladaa aaan agragadaa a aataa actuacionaa. 
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. CMP SPTBP ce U» HUKICXP10S VAUPCIA, UBBOCM, IPS CUAKS, IWCUWflJA T SA W 

biaoo tc u caajtscxacjm juoioai. cel esubo cmabcbo. 


VALEHCIA. SEPTIP tt»£ 1 % BE SHOO 


„ |<l»t» la dlllgtncia qu» antacada, at acuarda da conforaldad lo 
. (loltclfdo, a t»l aftcto «« ordana tapedir la copla cartlflcada 
. polieitadt, d« eonforaldad con le aatablacldo an tl Artleula 112 d«l 
. pSdigo da Proctdlaltnto Civil, y 120 d« la Lay da l£ti»tro Mbllco , 

a la eiudadana Ana 


aa daaigna para la obttneiin da la alaa 


M Pacheco, quits eon juntaaante eon la Saerataria firaari an eada una 
M ia aua pltln^d^at~[if>vdt la cartifleaelin. Llbrast to conducanta. 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

No. 6044 


PEBTIONER(S): MUagros P^riauedeAlbers. 


REASON : Jjidicia}. Inspection 


COURT: Ffet MunicipaLCeintof Valencia. 


DATE OF ENTRY: 

Day: . . M . . 

Month: September 

Year: 

DATE RETURNED: 

Day. 

Month: 

.. Year: ... 


No. 6044 

C.22 
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(hand written) One 

(Three partial stamps down left margin - illegible) (Stamp in right margin - illegible) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

CA-98 No. 04540086 


Citizen 

FIRST JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, 
LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF CARABOBO.- 


In his office 

I, MILAGROS PEDRIQUE DE ALBERS, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, a widow, and holder 
of Identity Card No. 9,804,189, duly represented in this cause by attorney LEONARDO 
GARCIA FLORES, holder of identity card No. 7,128,817, registered with the Venezuelan Bar 
Association under No. 74,057, on my own behalf and to protect my own rights, appear before 
Your Honor in order to state: I would ask this Court to be transferred and called into session at 
the establishment known as “NUEVOS HORIZONTES J.A.M. CARS, C.A.” located at No. 
122.41, Avenida Bolivar Norte next to the Chancery, in this City of Valencia, State of Carabobo, 
in order to place a statement on the record as to the following facts and circumstances by means 
of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: The identification of the legal entity on whose premises the Court has been called into 
session. 

TWO: The identification of the individual who is in charge of or responsible for the 
establishment at which the Court has been called into session at the time the Inspection takes 
place. 

THREE: That there is a vehicle that has been left at the establishment at which the Court has 
been called into session, described as follows: MAKE : Ford; MODEL: Explorer 7A8 Sport 
Wagon; YEAR: 1998; PLATE: GAR-78Z; ENGINE SERIAL NUMBER: W-A28557; 
CHASSIS SERIAL NUMBER: AJ63WP; COLOR: White; CLASS: Truck; USE: Private. 
FOUR: As to the condition of the vehicle described above, and I request that an expert be 
appointed to assist the Court for this purpose and to make a technical report on the condition 
thereof. 
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(Three partial stamps down right margin) 

REPUBLIC OF ... 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

FIVE: That a statement be made on the record as to the tires on the vehicle and that they be 
identified by serial number, make, model, characteristics and condition. 

SIX: I request that the tires described above be sealed by the Court, to ensure that they cannot be 
removed from the truck without breaking the seal affixed thereto. I also request that a statement 
be made on the record as to the seal used and that it be clearly identified. 

SEVEN: I request that the vehicle described above be covered and sealed by the Court to ensure 
that it cannot be removed or maneuvered without breaking the seal affixed to it. In addition, I 
request that a statement be placed on the record as to the seal used and that it be clearly 
identified. 

EIGHT: That a statement be placed on the record as to the date on which the person in charge 
or representative of the premises at which the Court has been called into session said that the 
above-described truck arrived at these premises, and where it was brought in from and how it 
was transported. 

NINE: That a statement be placed on the record as to whether the person in charge or the 
representative at the premises at which the Court has been called into session said that any 
accessory or part of the vehicle was removed or changed. 

TEN: As to any other circumstance or item that is requested at the time the inspection is 
conducted. 

We ask the Court to appoint an expert photographer to assist the Court for purposes of 
conducting this Judicial Inspection and in order to place a graphic statement of the facts and 
findings on the record. 

Lastly, I state under oath that this matter is an emergency and I would ask the Court to be so kind 
as to set aside all of the time needed for conducting this Inspection, and that once it has been 
conducted, the original thereof be returned to me together with the results thereof. 

In Valencia, on the date of the filing hereof. 


(Signed) Milagros Pedrique 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
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(Three stamps down left margin - illegible) 


(Hand written) Two 


(Stamp) 

The foregoing petition was submitted for filing by the signatory thereto today. 
September 5, 2000 at Ten o’clock, consisting of 01 
Sheets of paper and Fees exhibits — 


The signatory 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Her attorney 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


Clerk 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FIRST COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERT AD OR 

(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 
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(Three partial stamps down left margin - illegible) (Hand written) Four 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

CA-98 No. 04540087 


At 2:50 P.M. today, the fifth (5 th ) day of September, in the year two thousand, the Court, having 
set aside the necessary time, since it was requested and granted, was transferred to and called 
into session at the establishment known as “Nuevos Horizontes J.A.M. Cars, C.A.”, located at 
No. 122-41 Avenida Bolivar Norte, next to the University of Carabobo Chancery, in the 
Jurisdiction of the Parish of San Jose, Municipality of Valencia in the State of Carabobo, in order 
to conduct the Judicial Inspection requested and agreed to. Citizen, Milagros Pedrique de 
Albers, of age, holder of identity card No. 9,804,189, was present in her capacity as the 
petitioner, duly represented by attorney, Leonardo Garcia Flores, who is registered with the 
Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 74,057. Citizen Christian Vicente Hugo Peiia, of age, 
holder of identity card No. V-l,366,5ll, a resident of this City, was appointed as the expert, and 
being present, he accepted the assignment and was sworn in as provided by Law. It was stated 
for the record that the expert identified above is a professional expert and is registered with the 
Ministry of Finance under No. 1,398. Citizen, Hector Alfonso Mercado Medina, of age, holder 
of identity card No. V-l 1,396,192, and a resident of this City, was appointed as the photographer 
and being present, he accepted the assignment and was sworn in as provided by Law. Citizen, 
Gustavo lose Labrador Ronddn, of age, holder of identity card No. V-7, 098,153, a resident of 
this City, was present and he was served with a subpoena for the Court’s mission in his capacity 
as the Manager of “Nuevos Horizontes J.A.M. Cars, C.A.” The Court next proceeded to 
conduct the Judicial Inspection 
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( Partial stamp to right - illegible) 


(Signature in left margin - illegible) 

as follows: With regard to ITEM NO. ONE : The Court stated for the record that the subpoenaed 
party identified above showed the Court a copy of the Articles of Incoipoiation of the 
commercial company “Nuevos Horizontes J A M. Cars, C.A.” at whose corporate premises the 
Court had been called into session, and it was stated for the record that said document was 

recorded with the (struck out) Office of the First Commercial Register in and for the 

Judicial District of the State of Carabobo, under No. 79, Volume 71-A, on the 19 th day of 
August, 1998. With regard to ITEM NO. TWO : The Court stated for the record that citizen, 
Gustavo Jos6 Labrador Ronddn, of age, holder of identity card No. V-7,098,153, and a resident 
of this City, was present at the establishment at which it had been called into session, in his 
capacity as Manager of “Nuevos Horizontes J.A.M. Cars, C.A.”. With regard to ITEM NO. 
THREE : The Court, with advice from the expert who had been appointed, stated for the record 
that a vehicle, make: Ford, model: Explorer 7A8 Sport Wagon; year: 1998, plate: GAR-78Z. 
engine serial number W-A28S57; chassis serial number: AJ63WP; color: white, type: truck, use: 
private. With regard to ITEM NO. FOUR : The Court, with advice from the expert who had 
been appointed, stated for the record that the condition of the above-described vehicle was as 
follows: 1) Front bumper, spoiler and its bases, front assembly, (steering column and spindles, 
rear bumper, tire and [wheel] bases, front inside vents, left and right headlights, left and right 
parking lights, left and right brake lights, left and right mirrors, inside rear view mirror, all of the 
windows, the hood, the front and rear mudguards, doors on the left side, the roof, the roof vent, 
the inside upholstery on the roof, the upholstery on the doors on the left side, the trimming over 
the left rear mudguard, the upholstery on the rear hatch door, the rear hatch door, 
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(Hand written ) Five 

(Partial stamp to left — illegible) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

CA-98 No. 04540089 


The windshield wipers (two front and one rear), the left and right running boards, four (4) tires, 
two front rims, left and right door frames, dashboard, steering wheel and its air bag, blades and 
windshield wipers, plates, mudguard covers; the Court stated for the record that all of the above 
were noted to be wrecked and broken. 2) The doors on the right side were dented and buckled; 3) 
general misalignment of the bodywork; chassis was buckled; 4) Seat upholstery was stained; 5) 
there may be hidden damage. With regard to ITEM NO. FIVE : Upon advice from the expert 
who had been appointed, the Court stated for the record that the tires on the vehicle that is the 
subject of this Inspection are; Make: FIRESTONE; model: WILDERNESS AT, description: 
P235/75R15 M/S; it was noted that the front tires and the rear left tire were ruined and just from 
looking at them, the tread was in good condition, i.e., with a useful life; it was also stated for the 
record that the rear right tire was missing its tread; it was noted that the spare tire was in perfect 
condition and had never been used. With regard to ITEM NO. SIX : The Court stated for the 
record that the four (4) tires on the truck, with the exception of the spare tire, were sealed with all 
purpose tape make: Tesa model 5041-34, size: 10 m./48 mm. and with masking tape, a roll of 
crepe paper make: Caloveo, 3450, size: 18 mm. x 45 m./3/4” x 50 yards. It was also stated for 
the record, that the Court’s wet seal was not stamped on the roll of crepe paper mentioned 
above. With regard to ITEM NO. SEVEN : The Court stated for the record that the vehicle that is 
the subject of this Inspection was covered with a piece of black waterproof canvas 
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(Two partial stamps down right margin - illegible) 
make: all-purpose Conaleve; sealed with the tape described in the preceding item and tied down 
with string to ensure the canvas was waterproof. With regard to ITEM NO. EIGHT : The Court 
stated for the record that the subpoenaed party advised the Court that the vehicle that is the 
subject of this Inspection arrived at the premises of the establishment at which the Court had 
been called into session on May 25 this year, that it was brought in from the State of Aragua and 
was transported aboard a tow truck. With regard to ITEM NO. NINE : The Court stated for the 
record that the subpoenaed party said that no accessory or any part of the vehicle that is the 
subject of this inspection has been removed or changed, and he stated that it was just as it was 
when it was brought in. With regard to ITEM NO. TEN : The petitioner, with the help of the 
attorney representing her, stated: “Exercising the reservation contained in this item, I would ask 
the Court to state for the record that the seals were affixed in its presence, just as requested in 
items Six and Seven.” The Court, having reviewed this request, stated for the record that the 
seals affixed to the vehicle that is the subject of this Inspection, were affixed in the Court’s 
presence, exactly as set forth in Items Six and Seven of this Inspection report. That is all. 
Completed at 4:40 p.m., it being stated for the record that the photographer who had been 
appointed proceeded to take photographs of everything that had been inspected, and asked the 
Court to grant him twenty-four (24) hours within which to deliver the photographs once they had 
been duly developed; this was agreed to. This report was read, and it was signed by those below, 
who are in agreement therewith. The part that is struck out on line 38 of the (illegible) previous 
sheet of paper, between “Office” and “of the” is not included (illegible) “sealed” Is OK. 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Illegible) 

Provisional Judge 

(Signed) (Illegible) Petitioner 

(Signed) (Illegible) 
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(Two partial stamps down left margin- illegible) 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 


Attorney for Petitioner, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


The Expert, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Photographer, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Subpoenaed Party, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Acting Clerk, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Hand written) Six 


CA-98 No. 04540090 
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(Hand written) Seven 

(Three partial stamps down left margin— illegible) 

(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Seal) 

(Illegible) 

CA-98 No. 04540076 

Citizen 

FIRST JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR, 
LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF CARABOBO.- 
In his office 


I, HECTOR MERCADO MEDINA, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of identity card No. 

II, 346,192, am appearing before your Honor in order to deliver Forty (40) photographs on 
fifteen sheets of paper, taken at the Judicial Inspection conducted on September 5 of this year; I 
am hereby fulfilling the assignment I was given. 

In Valencia, on the date of the submission hereof. 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

The foregoing pleading was submitted for filing by the signatory thereto today. 
September 6, 2000 during the day, consisting of 15 

Sheets of paper (40 photographs) and Fees — 

Submitter, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(illegible) 

Clerk, 

(Signed (Illegible) 
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(Hand written) Twenty-three 
(Stamp to right — illegible) 


(Three partial stamps down left margin) 

... OF VENEZUELA 
Illegible) 

FIRST COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, 
LIBERTADOR, LOS GUAYOS, SAN DIEGO AND NAGUANAGUA IN THE JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO.- 

Valencia, September 6, 2000 

190 th Year of Independence and 141 st Year of the Federation 


Having reviewed the foregoing pleading filed by citizen, HECTOR MERCADO 
MEDINA, in his capacity as court-appointed photographer, in which he delivered the 
photographs taken at the Inspection conducted on the 5 th of this month, it is ordered that they be 
added to the record. 

PROVISIONAL JUDGE, 

(Signed) (Illegible) CLERK, 

(Signed) Betty (illegible) de (illegible) 

(Two stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FIRST COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 

(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 


Agreed. 

THE CLERK, 

(Signed) Betty (illegible) de (illegible) 

(Hand written) Returned to the party concerned, consisting of twenty-three (23) sheets of paper. 
Clerk, 

(Signed) Betty (Illegible) de Rivero 
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(Hand written) Twenty-three 
(Stamp to right — illegible) 

(Three partial stamps down left margin) 

... REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

Illegible) 

FIRST COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, 
LIBERT ADOR, LOS GUAYOS, SAN DIEGO AND NAGUANAGUA IN THE JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO.- 

Valencia, September 6, 2000 

190 th Year of Independence and 141 5t Year of the Federation 


Having reviewed the foregoing pleading filed by citizen, HECTOR MERCADO 
MEDINA, in his capacity as court-appointed photographer, in which he delivered the 
photographs taken at the Inspection conducted on the 5 th of this month. It is ordered that they be 
added to the record. 

PROVISIONAL JUDGE, 

(Signed) (Illegible) CLERK, 

(Signed) Betty (illegible) de (illegible) 

(T wo stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FIRST COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, LIBERTADOR 

(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 


Agreed. 

THE CLERK, 

(Signed) Betty (illegible) de (illegible) 

(Hand written) Returned to the party concerned, consisting of twenty-three (23) sheets of paper. 
Clerk, 

(Signed) Betty (Illegible) de Rivero 
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(Three partial stamps down left margin) 

~ OF VENEZUELA 
(Illegible) 

(Two stamps in middle of page): 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

FIRST COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF VALENCIA, UBERTADOR 

(Seal) 

LOS GUAYOS, NAGUANAGUA AND SAN DIEGO 
IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 


(Two photographs) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 


I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 6044, dated September 5, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered GAR-78Z, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 






Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 14tn day 
of February, 2001. 


Notary Public 
State of Florida 

[Seal] My commission expires: 0 3 




ttena H koauao 

‘/./COMMISSION (f CC784723 EXPikf: 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

[handwritten]: - 00 
No. 115-2000 

PETITIONER(S): ARMANDO CAfllZALES. - 

REASON: JUD.ICIAL.INSPECTION 

COURT: SECOND COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF HERBS.- ^ 

DATE OF ENTRY: Day: NINEi09J Month: OCTOBER Year: ...2000 

DATE RETURNED: Day Month Year 


C.22 


No. (handwritten): - 00 
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(Hand written number in margin - 115-00) 


(Hand written) One (1) 


Citizen: 

SECOND JUDGE FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF HERES IN THE FIRST CIRCUIT OF THE 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF BOLIVAR 
In his Office.^ 

I, Armando Cafiizales Castillo, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Ciudad Guayana, 
State of Bolivar, holder of national identity card No. 13,521,437, a practicing attorney, registered 
with the Venezuelan Bar Association ("inpreabogado") under No. 79.937, appearing herein on 
my own behalf, respectfully appear before you and state: For legal purposes that are of interest 
to me and in accordance with Articles 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure and Article 
1,429 of the Civil Code, I request that the Court be transferred and constituted at the address that 
I will indicate in due course, in order to issue a statement for the record on the following items 
by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence at the location at which the Court is constituted of a vehicle: Make: 
Ford, Model: Explorer, of the Type, Color and Plates of the vehicle being inspected. 

TWO: As to whether the vehicle described above has a tire fitted on each of its rims. 

THREE: As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the 
vehicle being inspected. 

FOUR: As to the general condition of the tires installed on each rim of the inspected vehicle 
and of their tread. 

FIVE: That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected 

vehicle. 

SIX: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and the condition of the inspected vehicle. 

SEVEN: That a statement be issued for the record as to the general condition of the vehicle’s 
bodywork. 

As to any other fact or circumstance that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. 

(Initials - illegible) 
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Pursuant to articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the 
provisions of article 502 of same, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the 
items specified above and any others that I expressly reserve the right to name at the time said 
judicial inspection takes place and that, to this end, an expert photographer and an expert 
mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, I would ask this Court to state on the record that the said 
photographs were taken in its presence and that they are true and correct reproductions of the 
facts evidenced at this judicial inspection, and I therefore expressly request that said photographs 
be included in this Judicial Inspection. I swear under oath that this matter is an emergency and I 
request that, as provided in article 192 of the Code of Civil Procedure, the necessary time be set 
aside for the above procedures. 

Lastly, I request that once this petition has been complied with, the original be returned to me 
together with the results thereof. Trusting that this petition will be granted, in Ciudad Bolivar, 
on the date of the submission hereof. 

( Signed) (Illegible) 


(Stamp) 

Filed in person by the signatory 
today, October 9. 2000 . at 8:45 a.m. 
consisting of two sheets of pape r. 

The Clerk 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF BOLIVAR 
FIRST CIRCUIT 
(Seal) 

SECOND COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF HE RES 
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BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA SECOND COURT IN AND FOR THE 

MUNICIPALITY OF HERES IN THE FIRST CIRCUIT OF THE JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF BOLIVAR - Ciudad Bolivar, on the ninth day of October, two 

thousand. 


190 th year of Independence and 141 st year of the Federation 

Having reviewed the foregoing petition filed by ARMANDO CANIZALES CASTILLO, 
a practicing attorney, registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 79.937, a 
resident of Ciudad Guayana, State of Bolivar, who is appearing on his own behalf and has sworn 
under oath to the setting aside of the necessary time, it is agreed as follows: 

That the petition be duly processed; 

That the petition be admitted and entered in the receiving book. 

In order to conduct the JUDICIAL INSPECTION requested, it is agreed to Transfer and 
Constitute the Court at the location indicated by the Petitioner and two o’clock in the afternoon 
(02:00 p.m.) on October 9, 2000 is scheduled for same. Once this has been done, it is agreed that 
the original shall be returned with the results thereof, with an annotation thereof made in the 
Office log and a copy thereof deposited in the Court’s records. 

The Judge The Clerk (Temporary) 

( Signed - illegible) (Signed - illegible) 

Carlos E. Sanchez Morales Attorney Rosanna Di Blasio Gonzilez 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF BOLIVAR 

FIRST CIRCUIT 

(Seal) 

SECOND COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF HERES 


Petition No. 1 15-2000 
CESM/RDBG 


(Stamp) 
LOGGED IN 
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Today, the ninth day of October, two thousand, at three hours and five minutes in the afternoon, 
the Second Court in and for the Municipality of Heres in the First Circuit of the Judicial District 
of the State of Bolivar, accompanied by citizen Armando Cahizales Castillo, a practicing 
attorney, registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 79.937, a resident of this 
city, in his capacity as legal counsel for Bridgestone Firestone Venezolana, C.A. who was 
sufficiently identified in the petition, was transferred and set up at the principal place of business 
of the “Las Vegas”, S.R.L. Parking Lot, located on the extension to Avenida Republica, Via 
Puente Angostura, in the urban area of this city, in order to conduct the Judicial Inspection that is 
the subject of this petition. The Court was set up at the location mentioned, and citizen Angel 
Veldsquez, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of identity card No. 4,979,824, a resident of 
this city being present, was provided with notice of the Court’s mission at that location. In order 
to conduct the Judicial Inspection, the Court then appointed citizen Juan Ventura Delian, a 
citizen of Venezuela, of age, holder of Identity Card No. 4,599,444, a resident of this city, as the 
expert mechanic and, being present, he stated under oath that he would fulfill . . . 
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the inherent to the position. Whereupon the Court likewise proceeded to appoint an expert 
photographer, which task fell to citizen Federico Murioz Mufioz, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, 
holder of Identity Card No. 15,782,552, a resident of this city, who was present, stated that he 
accepted the task and was sworn in as provided by law; he told the Court that he would take the 
photographs with a photographic Camera described as follows: make: Canon, model: Sure 
Shot, 105-200M, serial no. 0611350, Roll of film: make: Kodak, 24 exposures, 400 ASA, color 
film; and that he would attach same to this petition for a Judicial Inspection, thus forming part of 
same. With regard to Item One, with the assistance of the assigned and swom in expert 
mechanic, the Court then noted and stated for the record that there was indeed a vehicle at the 
location; Make: Ford, Model: Explorer XLT; Color: gray, Plates: NAF-50L, Serial number on 
bodywork: AJU3WP50615. Item No. Two: The Court, with the help of the expert mechanic, 
noted and stated for the record that the above described vehicle was fitted with a tire on each of 
its rims, four mounted on the ... . 
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vehicle and one (01) placed in the vehicle’s trunk. Item No. Three: With the assistance of the 
expert mechanic, this Court noted and stated for the record that the front left tire (on the driver’s 
side) was: Make: Goodyear, Type: Eagle GTII, Serial No. DOTPBTJ E 3 HR 238; the front 
right tire was: Make: Goodyear, Type Eagle GTII;, Serial No. DOTPBTJ E 3 HR 228; the rear 
right tire: Make: Goodyear, Type Eagle GTII, and it proved impossible to read the serial number 
since it was completely damaged; the left rear tire was: Make: Firestone Wilderness AT, Serial 
No. DOT P235-75-R15, and in the inside trunk of the vehicle’s cab was a tire: Make: Goodyear, 
Make: Eagle GTII, Serial No. DOT PBTJ E 3 HR 437. Item No. Four: with the assistance of 
the expert mechanic, this Court noted and stated for the record that the condition of the tires 
mounted on each rim of the inspected vehicle was as follows: the tread on the rear right tire, the 
front left tire, the front right tire and the tire in the trunk was about 25% worn, and the rear left 
tire was completely new; the rear left tire was in good condition, the rear right tire was totally 
ruined, the tire in the trunk 
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and also the front right and front left tires are broken. With regard to Item No. Five: The Court 
sought the assistance of the above-mentioned expert photographer, who had been identified and 
sworn in, to take a photograph of each of the tires mounted on each of the vehicle’s rims, and he 
did so. Item No. Six: The Court sought the assistance of the expert photographer to take a 
photograph of the bodywork of the inspected vehicle and he did so. Item No. Seven: The 
Court, with the help of the expert mechanic, noted and stated for the record that the bodywork of 
the inspected vehicle was totally damaged. Likewise, the Court noted and stated for the record 
that the roof of the inspected vehicle was dented and the driver’s side panel was bent over, 
causing the cabin to be displaced to the right side, that is, from the left or driver’s side to the 
passenger side, or right side. At this point, the petitioner intervened and exercising the 
reservation he had included in his petition, he asked the Court to make a statement on the record 
as to the condition of the rims and the steering wheel of the inspected vehicle. At this point, the 
Court, with the assistance of the expert mechanic, noted and stated for the record that the outside 
flange .... 
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of the front right rim was broken, the outside flange of the rear right rim was completely 
damaged; and the rims on both the front and rear left side were in good condition; it was also 
observed and stated for the record that the steering wheel was damaged and spun freely. The 
Court stated for the express record that at the request of the petitioner, any time necessary has 
been set aside to conduct this inspection. There being no further business, the Court was ordered 
to return to its usual seat, at five thirty-five in the afternoon. That is all, completed, read and 
signed by the undersigned, being in agreement therewith. 


(Stamp)) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
OF THE STATE OF BOLIVAR 
I st CIRCUIT 
(Coat of Arms) 

Second Court in and for 
The Municipality of Heres 

The Judge, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Carlos E. Sanchez Morales 


The Subpoenaed Party, 
(Signed) (illegible) 
Angel Velasquez 

The Expert Mechanic, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
Juan Ventura Dellen 


The Petitioner, 

(Signed) (illegible) 
Attorney Claudia Tomasi 


The Expert Photographer, 
(Signed - illegible) 
Federico Mufloz Mufloz 


The Temporary Clerk, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Rosanna Di Blasio Gonzalez 
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BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA, SECOND COURT IN AND FOR THE 

MUNICIPALITY OF HE RES IN THE FIRST CIRCUIT OF THE JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF BOLIVAR - Ciudad Bolivar, on the ninth day of October, two 

thousand. 


1 90 th year of Independence and 1 41 sl year of the Federation 


This Petition for a Judicial Inspection having been complied with, it is agreed to return 
the 

original with the results thereof, consisting of Sixteen (16) pages, leaving a copy in the 

Court’s records. 

The Judge 
(Signed) (illegible) 

Carlos E. Sanchez Morales 


The Temporary Clerk, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
Rosanna Di Blasio Gonzilez 


(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
OF THE STATE OF BOLIVAR 
1 st CIRCUIT 
(Coat of Arms) 

Second Court in and for 
The Municipality of Heres 


Petition No. 115-2000 
CESM/RDBG 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 115-2000, dated October 9, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered NAF-50L, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 


Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 


Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 


The foregoing instrument was 
of February, 2001. 


acknowledged to and before me this 14th day 

Elena Rosado 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


[Seal] 


My commission expires: & £ 


'■M0 


clena H. Kosaat 

MY COMMISSION # CC73472J EXPIRE; 
January 19, 2005 

faftj ttor INC. 
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Ciudadano 

Juez Segundo del Municipio Heres del Primer Circuito de la Circunscnpcion 
Judicial del Estado Bolivar 
Su Desnacho . 

Yo, Armando Canizales Castillo, venezolano, mayor de edad, domiciliado en 
Ciudad Guayana, Estado Bolivar, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 13.521.437, 
abogado en ejercicio, inscrito en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 79.937, 
procediendo en este acto en mi propio nombre, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro 
y expongo: Para fines legales que me interesan y de conformidad con los articulos 
936 y 938 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1.429 del Codigo Civil, solicito 
que el Tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direccion que oportunamente le 
senalare, a fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspection Judicial, de los 
particulares siguientes: 

PRIMERO: De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 
Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer v el Tipo, Color y Placas, 
que presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene cada caucho instalado en cada 
uno de sus nnes. 

TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 
cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

CUARTO: De las condiciones generales de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de 
los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. 

QUINTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno 
de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se 
encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEPTIMO: Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la 
carroceria del vehiculo. 

De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de sehalar en su 
debida oportunidad. 



1846 


■tt&i ( o„ 2) 

Solicito dc conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento 
Civil, en concordance con lo previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la 
reproduction fotografica de los hechos anteriormente especificados y de cualquier 
otro que expresamente me reservo senalar en la opommidad de la practica de dicha 
inspeccion judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practico fotografo y un 
practico mecamco. Asimismo, solicito al Tribunal que deje constancia que las 
referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su presencia, y que son reproducciones 
fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente inspeccion judicial, para 
lo cual solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta 
Inspeccion Judicial. Juro la urgencia del caso y solicito que de conformidad con lo 
establecido en el articulo 192 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil se habilite el 
tiempo necesario para estas actuaciones. 

Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea devuelta en 
original junto con sus resultas. Es justicia que espero en Ciudad Bolivar, en la 
fecha de su presentacion. 



eonitante be: 
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Joy 


Goa jj cLuxj <J ' 0°\ ck (JcJbdJu (Jbjj okkr dUn rmj 
OULncky Jox pxi ^ CtmsM (rnjmjJir> dc §cu feUdju f pu 
tjjdaxlo-' ej fdyTxJJkxj r jj (jyr^cpxcby Jicpurx dby JJ 
$j(^WOjCcjL*-<y §lt <L4AA Jj J/JsnrsU-j $> iAJOu/Jtcr' p it- i O.J 
jjudoCixd ctd £*j tacky jJoJUrCLy 
podrt^cXrxxeo dsJ p-u.d-ad[a^uy (Jjma-rTdy Sadb^aJtyi 
JxjJJjd^ cjccjccdif ^ J^ J - < uc^<y / dJJci '(Xorut^xk^ 

^onpjixthy J tJayL^oJo^acby j (kpjty J ^_ 0 ^ ^ 

cU zju fi&rrJJLyv-' jin day puA. eld (SJaCttarw^ia^ 
JcH "j^<u S A .JL . , jJkc.Ci.cky Sfr^ U^-cton^a. cjr^ 

dt_ tco 6favi+u-dLcy Q[^uMj.ca_J i / Vj (JujLvdju Qcn^cJk.- 
ICtaj ( C^unCu yxjJtomAJ Jt dJaj C LiyJJdJ , fort jJ 
jorv ck tAaJjcu^ JtryjxLccu.no |a«Wa/ i q, <^jjj_ ^ 
CorJlaJL l<c f^UcJu poJzJjL . SerUt -JtuuJcLfr jj 

kd-tk-UsncJ Jhr\ J jSZcd Qbktui lmJ-CLod.tr> ^ !rj jjtCLlimjj 

-kf p-UoLoJo-ruy ^J trV aJ JJJacujju , ■y-S.'rtjLap (do-nu me, 
ljp+ etc. jdad, fj_ tzJc^j du, icu (jeeiudey oU JJl rdJcicd. 
Od- ck jzJju <JymeudJLuy ^ jj-UL oeuzt, jt l etc dy 

dc hc*-j OnrU-^ccrro CxJ yrt lJju fij-tty . Jc 

CpocJxx-rrxCrJdy ^ j Zf^JJxJU^J) jcU-Oy lc u jiUXoti c Cu 
J-L Jdjcu JorjijrLOCurrJ ^clcLcCjlcJ f CuCUSL-tclCyj clltAeCj 
oxu-d cjyrrttf jy-odttuuy fmxcaam-x<cty cj nit dr. A o_ 

O'Ur Jedteue^ J>eMa^j i o&n&yotcxmJ (rnojuax 

aU d-od , JjJiJqJu J- (jay Q-edulccy pU. Jj^rJcL 
cb-d 9J- *t ■5 c t c l ,W</ ^ pit jujtu cjyrr^cdu-i>‘ i c^ujJq JLi 
tameby ^JJLaJOrJju J u ^~ Cr pxurr^JJj' Con hexo Ha J)XJes 
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JnxksiXJ^JjA oJ CCUJ^ty. jJ <£^!;.!. ,, a /' 

j^,<oce.cA Cw r/J-cdLsi^y yruxiany oudLy jLa_, clc_ 

^^Jrux^evvj Xi-ra j>J-G-c£t- <uy ^DOyLO-^y * jJ, CuxaX 

'~M- CCxJC Ur" 1 - ^X-XiO'7'7 GJ <du_J OctXQ^ CccfcurLcV d/qr-Q \ t '/ y r <L 

kJf[uyfUyi sj(jxdxm, i (rnQ-Ljor &t S-dad , tc _ 

-Ui^°ck j?cu fe'cLjcJ &. <!chwd,clc,d^T]‘/5.W Z.S52, 
dt idtis &Dcrr%UZeJj-&‘ ' ^xcLivw .£4 ijXsnd-Cr 1 fy-XztsrCtaj 
jpAb-uz^d-S- 1 (rrvzsr^^suio^cLy cUJ- aSlt^td^xycG cJt CO-1 - _ 

C^r t faulty jJ y^LO^j^nty dx dpu-j ; <w£trv<-j Lifa-y-idy 

aj 'LJLx^cJ yx,<xcL^CU a., fco 

^ xu^co j^g^Ox: 

i&cx-rvyJ ( Jid{ odd-Iby : -J txJXL piho'fc’ t JOS POO H / ■ 

OGU 2>Sd , dj{&£jL& U(aXCGJ 4^oda.l c ( c£f =2'/ J IX^OOJ-QXC _ ^ 

,'rua t noo a^ou , ydduJuxx CL ooicrT ; y cwucycuci 

^CU jyXaSxAtjj cl /cj jvM&Lrt' dix /ZoldcJAcA dx daTLA _ 

ycet^o ydoc^) i j^axcu qjxJL |Zo-<^uw f^x-tx cA 

OrtVLiQ-TLCJ . ^lpjjU.cLo^r->nX-y^ixj ; jLi Q -X<JJX.IxnSxJI JL-rt ZXX£Gv\_ 

feu aj A^ajJZexJlc-y^ ,Odyi. Jcx puuxjLxx^Jcj 0(4/ 

yAdUxzy 1 ctr^<x^-uL&y d^c^acLy Cj 
Crizs-Z-^CU cj JxxJL UjAfa^ruUriJz, ( -Cvu 

s>_! iuxjcU-' O-t &tg£ix&A$Acx Xin, o*ALij£jGlJlt$-> JJ/(c->-£ CxJ ■ 

sU(ock£cr: §yfdLo+*-h *LT 4o4^.' Qdo.^. 

\MT - SOL , -J°-*-lgJ fa. i^^oeXLco;4JO r iajP50(i)(5 _ 
^7^ 7 JjLcyXcn.cJj3 1 axtdixjJl cJ^ t ju/ %&-AdLuxrcqJ) o^liUMcq^ 

Cj Chjczj fzon^a^j^lxxj pen. Haj> puAdLccdcox < -^ J J 
Acy (t ) tji^w-v^c<>-' ( <pxe cxdkxcxxjly axrJtu, udwi_ ^cjfc 
cevdy, %s^su xtn paxxAci jsyyjtoJlasdjy' jiyu /XtlT 

0^2. Qxta rrL^nXo f (Set jdteif dz. jjli& XnAtodajdLcn ji^ c f 
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a tJiAl&uJy , frj LXsn.& J Coi) coPotadJV ixn leu ( ynaJjikuxu 
eld) oriMorvk. C(( QiU-ou^ OcextcCxd cut-' can $Cu cu>lk 
i&rvCeaj duj Ji>iAe£ ets^y (rru^ccuru^eju ' jedbu (jsildb-Luy'LCxI 
uliSCMU N l r ix j 0J P&r^tsXxxJuTcj C^AJL JL i CaWu r do.. 
fetni^uV (laJsy CcrejLuxict-)^ jufcx!-. 

aco: hcodi ^je.eJ~ i i Si-^xV ' Hcxc^jl GT LL t _Jjuuaj}: DoTPfe ij 
r 3 Kfi £3S ; -id cax<xA& dhas-eAxy cbJla^dj-r^ x6 U(o-L_ 
ecu • %ood (facyk &tR ) Je-nloJ/ : VCT ■ 

Ptsrj f 3 hr zn ; M Caxxcldf GuixXt-ex aUf-tcAz xe6 


d{cu t&v: ^ood &x£(d ■ cfcu^i &TR hJUlJIoO 

oyucJd^ cJ^xUdd, Lof- cJcutu %U 

Q-nJ^risu ^A-nO-Cby^ s J ccuxjciy fiZcisurtr' usqxcixxcby x<j 
4^'^^ Ci)ddUruue> AT , -JtUuJJ : J> 0 J pa35- 
T6~ R’f 5 ' ry ■ s e^- “J O r r>cdlxJk~tr J XnJiG--n& / dx. (jaj podrerLCu 
cbj oOlkjCCJuJxA^ jjsyi QO^tAxA^r^ Jl/t^OJ-dLCu ^OQcH fGJ£cJ^ t 

GTU'J^ VoTpm £ 3 HR H31, qj 
iuAj-by QoMoJa^, 9^ ^ ^Jkejucj djj jfldjJlvr 
&r\JJt.(druuUO J , skkj Q^uJmx^mJI fd^vGu ry dxjOu COn^to^ 
cuxu c Y JJl ^ /exy^duucuxeJ djL. Im 'COjJ-xJut* uruTcJa-cix, 
tax. po-C^o- AJ^fuy dt- ioo rMerua chj (vukxJUx£y orusjxW. 
Cco'txoJuy, JW laj .boCcu^ekoo VixLcxxex 

ciMXeA^, 'ckA-rSny .k%juduJLy t dtAxk&nr .ckujucky 
'm id chj (rnoJxJj-r ^ , xxr. cktocedtu dx 0^-cA 

j rxs J i oum^ Y zk <Am^ 25% ^ ^ dx ^dcu. 

CHuSLniiy ( jd Pku >0-ry (Gfyjuxj-xdd t jbdtL mns-^Jk 

axusnry i jJ (lauxxdutf ikceUHtr lu^Q^xxxtud-y $jtaj jutau 

iuvt iufcdU>-' i jJ ceujL&dy bxsiAiu-y (JjujlcA^ jujto^ ^o- 
loArni^iMu dsdldo'^Q.cLd-' , jJ COxecAy did (rnjxAJUu-y , 
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ib%j) corral jdt fhXOs-y^Xl-J-iy dLs-iXjduy (U d±do^r\Jd->y _ 

A /) v' & 

QuXtxdjS-* * Cirri <j<J ^iuisyCth^ (Jbj- 

tdkjlaJ^ t jJ ^^uXx^n_cJl (11 Oodzoiosj (JLJ j^USXJitLtL&C yy 

tocyx*^<y p^ij^ (rr^Ur^xjnryxcLr _ /xhcddU^^oydir' ^U- Q, 
OrcLydc-aLe' jyo^xxj */o (dyzxjjX, dU psicAau (W 

ok ieo (lAxud^ey JsrJ&laAci ^ ca.aLcu cor-& yh. (y 

P^(^^xu4ci ^ h as*.. 

^rddJMAyr^O^ (&J_ CUJ 'y-Q^Q ^^ G L ^y 3 

-j ^C iAjXj '^Co'^TiQu^J |^0 (XL Cciy^-{X>'C^ 

f&d f^lLui^JltS-; tsYi^jzJUZ^^ CLui pJL §lCUQ£- C(f 

JjLjXdr^ (PcuJZcaJ. 0^ i jJ cudjLdy dj 

fUccct^ crr+AoX^' ^ ^ d^Cj 

■‘r? , lc ° ex&UJir 

Jo tO-lrrj~-ydlj dadwcdcy ' ^C^oJLyjny^J^ ydiZO- 
nyey y c6^CO fconnXdnJclqj Cyy. jJ IkJLy p&J^nuQ. 
pttid' i^r^jpUlcx^yri_c^ a&vSojzLy <o?rx. _J ^ 

-tiaj) did hcudjy did co-Ti oCl (l4>/7 c4> {Ifddr 

ddsnd-fr'' ci '/'■ cd<jy-' ! Ciy o^rrtic-djy dt dy coJdy- y j^LCtaj 
.sj (h-cltd C&USLcJuf , _Oc3 dzxiLjO , cbxcL _J IbdUf ^jlusT 

dec <y (/cudUy djj] tonju-xotdr, haxjux> zJ (ajsLy <jMU 
Co-^^j^ci^cL. 9 J Oo ^uJbcts- cr Qo-dLy dszM.zk$ . 

.zitu .&dtacU^ lyrdlj^U^JU jJ /ClO ^JJcXf-^r-JjP 1 k Co _ 
fJUL^T.dxr’ -CO40- 1 pU_ X rMxJU-n..jy Car<Jdn.i)d.Zy JCyx. icij 

^(dzut^cb t bdekj cj &MxAxyrX) dsUt f&nXdyxCd, 
ehJ j ioZo-owv pU. dxn , / ' d /- 0 

w faunae 6-. ^ ^ 




~fp h ^ cMgV ; h-LrUO Jo. hjudo^co^ exL O^-oT- rvyfo^ " 
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COcJi^ ( o % 



j-rtf cta-vcbss J 

uX 'ti-AUC^ cL^-rCcuclcJ ' Oj GcO ,-dC _ 

cnZ£> pjJ io.cLd Jv^cyLtiJ-J-cLir 1 fa^Hd cJjc^CurJ^-dCd COtrzZ 
G-U-U* J/GdUrU (luUrU LutjCuGjCd ^ JJ^UJOtSGrXdi-^faij cA_ 

ojh-v^a c~j dh^Cuj £0<nG$x^uGoJ fp-u zJ dyv <d>/G 

chJru^Lchy C^J c^u^aJ LA^JyrriS^Jsj ■ ‘S’ft (^^UJ^uy-ux/ cU, __ 
J i ~d J&( Cu f-dnn*4--(xCy*dduU/ ^uuC <A_- cLufl 

QO^ejtasrilc , h-Cu n^cuy AalAAc^ Todta-c sj 

n^ZJU) cu^uy ^g^uXj A, ’CU. A j jdULat^ l _~ 

L lyn^^duGu. . i^YUjL^J^ pS^j cLJLc^uluC) 

fyuJL jyucudtijzCJu , jJ &-uJLjusr-LG$ o-t db-*LSu rduu r ^(^ rUL 
0^ CU (duu (^cLufruato-doJ (UULrxCUd Jq^ 

Oj [uCUurJZ^ du jk fc+cU*. & 



Q^frJ-oJbu} 




if UsLj^ 0 ^, 


5/ Q^cLted ^odfca^uuiy 


$i. a 



!gOsy*^^CK_ilzsl} 


S f ^dJxcZua&y ^'otoA^cu^-c, f 




(Ju£uw 


cJ'/ctxn^o^ 


Jlc^j JIqsl 

J'cua 

<y$ (X^yyus^ ‘£ Qk^ y. 
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REPUBLIC A BOLIVAR! ANA DE VENEZUELA. JVZGADO SEGUNDO DEL 
MUNICIPIO HERES DEL PRIMER CIRCITTO DE LA CIRCINSCRIPCION 
JUDICIAL DEL E ST. ADO BOLIVAR - Ciudad Bolivar, diez (10) de octubre del ado 
dos mil. 


190® y 141° 

Cumplida como ha sido la presente Solicitud de Inspection Judicial, se acuerda 
devolver original con sus rcsultas. constant e de Dieciseis (16) folios utiles, dejando copia 
en e! archivo del Tribunal- 

Carlos Sanchez Morales S _ 

La Secrctaria Temporal. 


Solicitud \° 115-2000 
CESM/RDBG 
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REPUBLICA DE VENEZUELA 



PODER JUDICIAL 

Jurisdiccion Civil 

SOLICITUDES 

ARCHIVO 


Nro. 


116 - 2000 .- 


SOLICITAlNTE(s) 


CLAUDIA TOM ASI . - 


MOTIVO 


I NS PEC C I ON JUDICIAL. - 


JUZGADO . . s EG UNO 0 , D EL, MU N I C I ? 1 0 , HER E S . - 


FECHA DE ENT RADA: D !a . »HF. v .e . W)_ . . . Mes _ . 0CT0BRB A - 0 

FECHA DEVOLUCION: Dia Mes Afro 


2: 


□ 


i 


C - 22 
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'VO'-vu.: (ol ) 


Ciudadano 

5 Juez Segundo del Mumcipio Heres del Primer Circuito de la Circunscnpcion 
5 Judicial del Estado Bolivar 

” Si; Desnacho 


Yo, Claudia Tomasi, venezolana. mayor de edad, dorr.iciliada en Ciudad Bolivar. 
Estado Bolivar, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 13.016.937, abogada en 
ejercicio, inscnta en el INPREABOGADO bajo el N° 76.479, actuando en este 
acto en nombre y represemacion de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, C.A., compania anomma antes denommada C.A. FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA, inscnta por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo el Juzgado 
Segundo de Pnmera Instance en lo Civil y Mercantil de la Circunscnpcion 
Judicial del Estado Carabobo. en fecha veinmres (23) de octubre de 1956, bajo el 
N , compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de Acta de 
Asamblea General Extraordinana de Acciomstas inscnta por ante el Registro 
Mercannl Pnnero de la Circunscnpcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en fecha 29 
de enero de 1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y 
expongo: De confomudad con ios aniculos 936 y 93 S dei Codigo de 
Procedimiemo Civil y 1.429 del Codigo Civil, solicito muy respetuosamente de 
este Tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direccion que opormnamente le 
senalare, a fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspeccion Judicial, de los 
particulares siguientes: 

PRIMERO: De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido ei 
Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford. Modelo: Explorer y el Tipo. Color y Placas. 
que presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado dene cada caucho instalado en cada 
uno de sus rmes. 

TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y senal de cada uno de los cauchos mstaiados en 
cada uno de los rmes del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

CUARTO: De las condiciones generales de los cauchos mstaiados en cada uno de 
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(cJZ) 


los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado v su banda de rodamiento. 

QUINTO: Se tomen fotografias de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno 
de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEXTO: Se tomen fotografias de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se 
encuentra el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEPTIMO: Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la 
carroceria del vehiculo. 

De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de senalar en su 
debida oportunidad. 

Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento 
Civil, en concordancia con to previsto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, se ordene la 
reproduccion fotografica de los hechos anteriormente especificados y de cualquier 
otro que expresamente me reservo senalar en la oportunidad de la practica de dicha 
inspeccion judicial y que, a tal efecto, se designe un practico fotografo y un 
practico mecamco. Asimismo. solicito al Tribunal que deje constancia que las 
refendas fotografias fueron realizadas en su presencia, v que son reproducciones 
fieles y exactas de los hechos evidenciados en la presente inspeccion judicial, para 
lo cuai solicito expresamente que dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta 
Inspeccion Judicial. Juro la urgencia del caso y solicito que de conformidad con lo 
establecido en el articulo 192 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil se habilite el 
tiempo necesario para estas actuaciones. 

Pido, por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea devuelta en 
original junto con sus resultas. Es justicia que espero en Ciudad Bolivar, en la 
fecha de su presentation. 

Presenrado oeraonatmente P or.Jp^ 

noy: 






1864 




1865 


jU.dX.n?' (c 


10u 


(Qm j if zLlAj dU, ^ (9 cbod&£s (Lf^&' dus^ /jyr+JJ . 

Qt^C&fr' liOA dj&3 ch dev f^cLu t (UL JUxA(Xcb^ c^j 

&Uj<y jUs ^<j2j cjGrc£<¥ yd ^‘^ui^ynjzLc' duJ Qp9f.^ A ^r\A-Cj_^ c<d yl?>ux*j 

ci<J 0> +- t -TY\-i~J J ‘ faddCi.CjJdr' c£t i.O-> (d .d<oCLn^U^^d^<^ Cc<VU ^C-<. cCl 

teed) djJ Sdtodjy l Jbou_YO-p > Pyx C.yynjotProP 0U. fltCu ecu 
ebxdporxcJ $ Icccudo c • Qxc'xnnPPp ( cdrOc^cjdcu joyx .oJaO-UCc. P 

PrXJJPcJ~C_o pn j_/ S'n^UtCc^&pPed-S' ih&j& uJ '?J“ ?6- ^? < 7 i c^- 

__'_{j_, dP_ Yjy-^X C C 0_.; V _>y^_ P_~n- J-X-CUjm cLd pdiptOOUPLrYxf ' *'_ 

jpxcL CcoL 'L (drtU.cLppLj'YxPj 'xJyJPyYYYL.^ Ij . 'Or\YpQ QcxrnCO 
C.Q | yu^PprdtiL'rrxJ-yrxtp. lcUyxJL j^Ccpclc^ sore yJ SupcpJz 

da OoLcctucL. Jinn. lap p-add cLj 1 

nj^S.dC. oJpPLapLfPJm (cy jpoi&Kja-^YY cL 
Qounccicp ^^cJlcPo^dco OUyJIy qn.J>£^ 
xudUmPo fL .^taxY puedneL t pen _J j/crv c4_ /3^c_ 

£W J^/UcednY c_ ^ p*. ?#r&0. JL 

jpupuL-rlp J ,PoLcXulcL . ij<yrxdtiE^<Jpy sd drukcinnej) 
dd (udddy pndtcJ JmeLea c by , p J^JPoProtL jd O-u-eda do-oop 
d(m£pd LdiPstjuP^ I c ppx spyc (aon& ( (m ppf cV ~ f^- S-dxpeL , tc-. 
ja+ c4 (fc> be.cL.xlc_, cU JoLdtecLeL TJ- ‘-/9^?-g2‘f etc 
cLyrrncLUjY t {y-ul nnote^-c.Ccxctd-' cL (1C0 nru.yPt .dro 
cbjl QpoJpcLrrpJ pyx iotlu pxH-P ■ vlpuJ.clayrrxe.YxJxY oJ (Ch 1 

UtrrxcoP f)<^ (cy jladiePY cL utc_j jcrufvuxddrO Jm-- 

itW tXCU^xdco pUtfn^Au 

Cvj^ OloocLncdsoroep ^u~cun_ doddeo/o ^ (\>Py\£i 

O^^o-rnpy Ono_e_^ <y,~ cL jedeedL t jjxljjxlsx- y cd_ ltc_ ^jcLuJcc^) 

<Ajl J) c^2-*aJ^ H.S ^ 5 < V < V i / j <^ s - jz-A^iu 0<y^rL^<L^ 
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(cs 


xuuJhnu pdo^S-L^ CXxxrn^SUxo oa~rx 

l<Zl icJAxin /s^k&ddrdLf cj pW-^ jc^ol^nJi^JL, 
jU &.-xxUlyxlJ j^-GOLlfl q. _Wt|^ dr^JOitsu Crrxct._ 
iTtt-c^ clC.^ i<x j \Auu '^Laju_ t ~y^j, jure \-xCjXxc6' ■J^£'_ 

U ' < ^r c ^ L f^ y +-‘ 0u-aJ : 0 i^eaJL i>Y tc^j L-aaOytau duJ e<-i<,_ 

dt^ca-n-G '^/eds^uny ^ (V-dnsu^Jo^uC- 

0Tia,uc-}- A- sAbxcl, uluJla js cL tc^ AcLulc^ dL_ Jds^ 

ioAxAL yj i )5- 7X2 55<Z A- ! ^tu A-O'y^cJA-^y 

-'^ Aiyr : C)-(‘~ >| h 'Ai>->_ <- T t C <TTUX ;; !^_ (xl.Ao_ A^y Y_l_ ^ 

xJX^yXcLc x^.vw aj r -X 'y^ i {ju^L.o^YYW'Y Atf’— (Ac 

A JU y , ^c^^^xcx-rxsi-^ aJ QnxjAx-oryA ,/a^>cc dA^d, 

A A^a.r Id o yfoyc (( 4c^ Con jx^j 2 x 4aAn^c^ Aot^ 

■y-cxf^cc^ .Jdtfcxxxu: kcoruyr^j , sJ( c duhc J u ^ Jj^ jQS _ 
d-OQ t~{ ! A^’-lgM '■ OCJ/ 350 ^ Oioisux xV(0XCCj ; Aockcfz cU_3 L ( 

^!^OJ^CxXn\J ^ ; I^SlLlC^jJlC^- CL. CO-i&C'f ovj /do .^ , - 

'X£X£^CCL/ 6^ ^G_/ /SJO IcAaJ^^cLa cU. JtTLA flJL C C C <VV 

C|iX d-LLLcJ) , jpQyAXL jQG^A~tzJ y^L / Go Ah^Li^rlQ^ 

^ £_ AyJ-A. S—l Qnyx lAJJD^KxJaA 1 (~xjl (j}-jLj^ 


Crr\&A~ 

C<JL A. f~C\,TYdL~r<. 


£l 


qJ^ dj$-lJLJ~-Tra^> yj cLlJ czj CO'TLilc 


in . j! h 


1 , 

CcS-* AjJ. £y\SLu 


curuL^a 




r 


U~-Yl ^LJLfUjlu 


luy , j V^JcLXdoJ oAd j jJ/fcdjJUy : fajdUyJjLk-' XLT, 4co^oA~ .■ 

Lkj^^ ^P^<XyCJA 4 : Aj ~ $0 ^ oU & coh-,~c C<-J-c c<J .- 

A J U 3aJp 50615. -Ji^jorxd^ O’o+AxCxxioT' jA 

C^jJlMXrxcJ (Ait^vC^ cj pcmatAnCCC^ ( Cori J?c_/ 

o^cALyY,Zj_xO chj ijj-fAjctico-' (ynstfZc^rototT ^ c j*-u. jJ (yf^ 
^u JZcAitC'' o^rAxX) X > Ao A-C C-Cl-Cy X__t_ r Tj_ xct ! C_ClxxjcIi_5 

JyruAcAackn' ccxcd^ .U^cT ,c7t ^2^3 A^ al-ir 
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SW foe, J: 


<s(i iyrut^la-cLa> <xc- jJ o-LnycuLy cj (P / ) 

CO^£clC^ £ra llXi rnwJLO td-C^ C ><J Onc-ucoruT . ^/' ge>_ 

Ce,L AxcL- Ccl/lU-' Cera /c~ “e 6 j^ra 6 ce ; .dA cL/. re 

(?n£QXriea^ ( 

tAruCcou 4 CX, jJ cy.ju.cLv cU o^ELaA ^ujjXcA 0a. _ 
cL<y fij CCVnckucL>y) JL6 2J.{CnCCUJ ■ ^ 00c/ < y<’Cv*-' ( S-^ 

<fd^&. G’T'iT, JjyulcLr&OT p 0 fi £- 3 hr J 38, L Cdcy 
ckv cUmlcLv dxEcur.tiuyr' ie Jjf^cuJicj Loocf Gjiav : Gipo 
Scuclz GT EL _ jWai. : 3>oTPQTJ £ 3 H ft J22,^/ eoxu^r 
ftua*' ch-txxJyy yc jA^Lood W, S^y-Scc 

OK Gill, .HJUXjJlcu Vrryf^^LL, 0^^ iCT A ,-yvcol' 

-W cdTcu^ vdaiyyrdL CL aA^Ajy-A Qxx>-<hy Ua^ 
^ Ai^ccu: &AjLrU, AJo^ryy A £ 
3DoT fp35- 35- 7? f 5 ' cj .Jaa jJ otxAJju^V- unJLy 


■'jZlsAd- 


-cj) 


j . / '} .•_ L cu E J-C 1 -j/'i c — - 


rjj_i - ■ r-L j. xdUy L a r.L ,. tfo. - 

(~£^j Aooc t • jU^ov^cJ Av^G £ ( I_L ! -J cu-tciG -'del 

P pi fj e 3 1-/3^.. 0(1 (iUjoALa (LaJLcuJ vy ' &~n. 

A U,^L JEEcCJ-Cj cGJ rACjdd-uy 

t ,.A cLaAcGJ c~j ^ CcoijEriC^'.lvJl >10. Qjynd 

A. b OcuXsAp yJ-JxcA A Jc E &x 

JJ) ^ALcuJLi urjijlZ&Uj^O.cLe' x Jo ua_. cLfUJ^Jl.: .<-« 

CQj^cJ-Ld '^AEUiS-Tt^ dJj* ULcJ-tf j cbJl.G^ jnjUUAC"' jO^yX^lS-TCA LX 


m 


-/ ^ - / 
2<lX^ (J/sJaJlujl 


O YA., 




:LJ/cy\ 


^ cLxuLy c-i jJ dd> (rnaJcL.-y, f AjCoyL£d.jj Xin. clu^ 
q „ jLj cL JCjEuCCXJj -rtOXt. dj.-rr j Aj- cW. LLra P S °/e SUjj .Cj~. 
LqjtxcLoo dk AO (Lc^-uxjctev, cy . L tduiurd ^Cuuavdjy 

iudoj TofcdLx^jL (XJ^ydT, vJ’ C au-£iUr P-c^rir ^ .. 
Cjju.ijUcLy Jjjfcy JJ , a Acvi _uLct cUy ^i ; CajJLcAy tdccyjHr 

cA-CcAy cELk. LoLaJirra^jJBu cls-AEo^cXcLy ; xJ CojujAuJ 
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^ ixJuL C° -*■ 

(Mj QrUxjjJtLs^ ( (XAJ-' i <dCO-nAf <_/ CtxJluurjL rf? J^-Lch-? 

Mi^/U ^6*. (^Vi (UjLO^Y^Lh'' Ojy 
^dAAr^ljy t jJ QmaJZaJ^tqI 1 £U CLLO^JCUA rjjjj ^Cc 

^ c^rdL) orr^J^r^ 

m j^-O, -ry>j^y$cj=Ur pa-L-O, ibvnaj^ ^toc^^d ^ C r, A d^ 

Liynjy pk- Ax> fOuacL&D ju -nltcJixdU, c^n CO-dcA /u^A t2 U_ 

Ossa H^TXJLO dad nd-A-t-CuuAcr , y gA qjl hAGSJL . C({ ,-dcdtd-' 

A/addc^dA-A jJ AX-dA-tL-ncJ) fU cluX<-Llc_, cLd j^-o-djd gc- 
fcdb&i+CL^y ^G-AC^ jtcnrna-d- fL ic d COG-rfi 

/OHJ-C^ dud (Xdjd CjuJUy Asrui^C£J-Od\G^clj5 t y COiA Qji Ac^ 
fC t , (x? SAjd'dn^-' (APadJd-C-eXc-A A Q^jAd^L^njiX CdXdA^ _ 
t<-<dA dbJ ,/Lc adti c<>- / ^Tn^ea^xocty cXxoc-gvC^ y chyc<^ 

/-OrT- ^j&TLCi.^ ^!c<X £COt-^<Li--M-C^ CU_/ ( ydxj~ejLdijj-- L ^ 

l^diCe^cdnjGdU'd Jc-dica ^^cdrrd^Jx^ ciod-G-d-Gd . Sm. Judbu 
OlJiCxCLCr' sJ ^dLxJjuj^rriC^J fkJYl c£c/ 

.jduacticaG (^eo-n^eAr^ ALu^gg y cLya^ 

'y-G_ -d ixxd-fr'' dd c^ddix^cAdy jdaa^x&T\(X-cdr aAgA 

d-io(dacbr> ( ^ dJ tfxdfjdJ} dxJl ioAfr cdj dcnxdtuXLod- 
t /) f\ t /■._.. -?f- . / . . .; /? i . ■ 

CU_ 


, aucLy l h^dL^AdyAjy M^ri 


'SI F v / 

CcdAnjxj AlQj oukj jJ t%(dy d-l-ejddd- 1 1 £6 ckjZc-^ : <du_ 
da A {jaxALfr lyJjddj-fcby id ia-ddd ckj £o*ricjA ctd r 
kcuzLoj A (ddc -yuAL c&id^A^xcLr A cofLAc&y- _ e 
§Q.cA& pdAd-cM-Ay 1 . An SlsA tL&ta.dir' ‘--rd-A L < , - /_.. .^0-^ 

{GO SLc-dcGr-^Ad g A^o^qAs l-rduy dUiCn ck lo- dcrsnii^ 

'TuAjgJ usy - l d^ n A, ’rit?, , /jd-dj-.- dJ AAAjJ/xasixcL dd-jt 

— • k ||i ij'- ^ -+- j.- r— J 


_ctv<,4,fe ru c c .Gj c£jl^ odtddir ch. (jco ^ 

‘ I y 

(£ 7 ^ juukj cAdodr 1 A 

-CAA CdrxJLJlCio^L.^^ 


ddl qjAdeAUy- Ur^^ddU^ynL-Olio-d - &n- dui-tk 
{Ad/aJj-jJnnoJj Ccrx idj Qjyt£jdca dxX ^cicict, '_•* 

,uy, AUu-GCd y djyo^ c^nAo^Aoj A rGdnj 
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(Cck<? ( 09 ) 

c£UXcL& ijjuxJL- Jt'co 

cvStoj / sd si'-o-nJ ch^iMclx^ ^Usml-rdta^ /c o ^4 

h-^Aj zxfp-u-cJ-’ pDOr^d&ib-rriji-rdbu dxxddclcu ; Aj 

rMsr~tA .JuJ IsxdUr fo^ri^ GUdcunj &rtr c^_ 

Ot^T &A ‘X-oP-tfr’ zA^OxcA^ - /J^-LQ-d , 

<T^-nJkj (dhu-t-vco czj ddjcu i C ° rL <l ICLruu^o !p-<jZ jd C~O^Cw\_ 

~ko Z^dhu cAx--rxOucAd J CJ ^W-O ddy<A^ry^-7^jtX-. . X/f / 0' jbl* 
ovju^cLy £& Oy ,^acW- i jJ £„cul a _ 

^ enJL ^ aj ^ ^<fr^(T a. ^ cncdLL^aJ' 

iMsu-idi&J j/cia cUtz nj zx^Ccxi-r-J^LZ rw QjLiA (rr^rxx^tty-, 

(4 1 U . f~r\ » /! . J. - I z’ ' 



4 ^4 



4 x.^4 



gp OUdcid^ dotoY^f^, dda.czLay 

Ji4{ &C&srus fy(P 

4^ 4 cd^Cto^-GJ , 

JL a**r(4b 

Opoo^aj ^4^ 
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REPUBLICA BOLIVAR1 ANA DE VENEZUELA. Jl'ZGADO SEGUNDO DEL 
MI’NICIPIO HERES DEL PRIAIER CIRCUITO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 
JUDICIAL DEL E ST ADO BOLIVAR.- Ciudad Bolivar, diez (10) de octubre del ano 
dos mil. 

190° y 141“ 

Cumplida como ha sido la presente Soiicimd de Inspeceion Judicial, se acuerda 
devolver original con su.s resultr.s. constante de Diecisiete (17) folios utiles, dejando copia 
en ei ai chivo 



Solicitud N° 1 16-2000 
CESM'RDBG 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

No. 36/2000 

( Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETITIONER'S): FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ A, VENEZUELANBAR 
ASSOCIATION ci^^ABOGADQ"] NQ i .54 ) 892 i _in his edacity ^ Le^al Counsel, for 
PRiiK IrSTONE J IRLSTOXH Vi ; NEZ(>TANA, (’.A. 

REASON: JUDJCLAL.INSPECIJQN 

COURT: COURT IN. AND FOR THE 'MUNICIPALITY. OF.JTJ AN JOSE^MORA-MORON 


DATE STAMPED IN: 

Day: .. 

28 

Month: 

June 

Year: 

2000 

DATE RETURNED: 

Day: 

28 

Month: 

June 

Year: 

2000 


No. 36/2000 


C.22 
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( Hand written) One -1- 

C Seal ) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

* Fee for Fiscal Stamp • Value: One HUNDRED 
Forty-Eight Bolivars (Bs. 148.00) * 

CA 98 -No. 03065432 


Citizen: 

JUDGE FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF JUAN JOSE MORA IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF CARABOBO 
In his office. 

I, FRANCISCO JESIJS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Valencia, 
State of Carabobo, holder of identity card No. 7,121,658, a practicing attorney, registered with the 
Venezuelan Bar Association ("INPREABOGADO") under No. 54,892, appearing herein in my capacity as 
legal counsel, as evidenced by the power of attorney attached to this petition, for BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a corporation formerly known as CA. FIRESTONE 
YENEZOLANA, which was registered with the Companies Register that was maintained by the Second 
Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo, on the twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, under No. i, the amendments'^ thereto bemg 
assembled in one body of documentation as set forth in the Minutes of the Extraordinary General 
Shareholders’ Meeting recorded in the First Companies Register in and for the Judicial District of the 
State of Carabobo on January 29, 1997, under No, 2, Volume 8-A, hereby respectfully appear before you 
and state: In accordance with articles 192, 936 and 938 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and article 1,429 
of the Civil Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I would ask this Honorable Court to set 
aside the necessary time, thus obviating the distribution requirement, for the Court to be transferred to and 
constituted at the address of which I will advise it in due course, in order to have the following items 
placed on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence at the location at which the Court is constituted of a vehicle: Make: Ford, and 
the Model, Type Color and Plates of the inspected vehicle. 

TWO; As to whether the vehicle identified above has four (4) tires fitted one on each c-f its rims. 

THREE; As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected 
vehicle. — * — * * — — — 
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(Back of Page One) 


(Three partial stamps in right margin - illegible) 


FOUR: As to the general condition of the tires installed on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their 

tread. — — — — — — — 

FIVE; That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle. 

SIX: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. - — — 
SEVEN: That a statement be made on the record as to the general condition of the vehicle’s bodywork. - 

As to any other fact or circumstance that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. 

Pursuant to articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of 
article 502 of same* I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items specified above 
and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes 
place and that, to this end, an expert photographer be appointed, together with an expert mechanic. 
Furthermore, I would ask this Court to state for the record that the said photographs were taken in its 
presence and that they are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection 

and I therefore expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. 

Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been complied with, the original be returned to me 
together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s grace, in Valencia, on the date of the filing 
hereof. — 


(Signed) (Illegible) 


N:\FVdasquez\Firestone\lmpecciar Judicial 3.doc 
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(Hand written ) Three * 3 - 


(Two partial stamps in left margin - illegible) 


(Stamp) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

(Initials - illegible) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Five partial Stamps down left margin ) 

...Venezuela 

(Coat of Arms) 

..in and for Valencia 


(Fiscal Stamp ) 

20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 

(Hand written) Four - 4 - 


(Stamp) 

Receipt No. (illegible) 

Notary: 

Fees: 

Authorized by: 

(stamped): PAID (T wo Stamps) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC Republic of Venezuela 

IN AND FOR VALENCIA (Coat of Arms) 

(Initials) (Illegible) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Signed) (illegible) 

FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY 
ATTORNEY 

VENEZUELAN BAR ASSOCIATION NO. 54,892 


I, ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, a resident of this city, in full possession of 
my civil rights and holder of identity card No. 6,297,265, appearing in my capacity as President of 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., a commercial company domiciled in the city of 
Valencia, State of Carabobo, and originally registered with the Companies Register that was maintained 
by the Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in and for the Seventh 
Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on the twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, under No. 1, 
hereby state: That the company I represent is granting a power of attorney that is as broad, adequate and 
sufficient as the law requires and is necessary, to practicing attorneys: HUMBERTO J. BRICENO, 
HENRY TORREALBA LEDESMA. JOSE HENRIQUE D’ APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, 
MARIA FERNANDA ZAJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS 
PIMENTEL HENRIQUEZ and FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, all citizens of Venezuela, of 
age, legally competent and holders of identity cards Nos. 3,967,563, 3,661,025, 7,308,173, 6,845,624, 
6,822,699, 10,335,670, 9,879,275, 7,139,825 and 7,121,658 respectively, who are registered with the 
Venezuelan Bar Association ("INPREABOG ADO") under Numbers 13,946; 11,568; 19,692; 26,304; 32,501; 
54,502; 48,338; 55,660 and 54,892, also respectively; the first eight of said attorneys being domiciled in 
the city of Caracas, Federal District, and the last one being domiciled in the city of Valencia, State of 
Carabobo, to act jointly or separately and represent and uphold the rights, actions and interests of 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. in any type of judicial or extra-judicial matter to 
which it is a party, before any person, whether public or private, and before any national, state, district or 
municipal, judicial or administrative agency or agencies under any other competence, order or 
jurisdiction, including, but ..... 

(Hand written at bottom of page) 

No. 28 -Volume 11 



(Back of Page Four) 

(hand written) No. (60) 

(Three stamps with initials and Five partial stamps down right margin) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms ) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

not limited to, the courts of the First and/or Second Instance, District or Municipal Courts, the Supreme 
Court of Justice, the First Court for Contentious-Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Higher Courts for Contentious-Tax Matters, Courts for Contentious- 
Administrative Matters, Criminal Courts, Labor Courts and finally, before any agency, court, office, 
authority and/or officers of any public or private kind. The grantees named above are, when exercising 
this power of attorney, authorized to rile and/or answer any kind of complaint, claim, proceeding, motion 
and/or counterclaim, allege, object to and/or answer prior defenses and questions, enter into commitments 
for remedies and/or guarantees, agree to, dismiss, settle, waive actions or rights and refrain from 
exercising them if appropriate; request the record on orders or actions; defer action, suspend, exercise, 
request and waive extensions of time and appeals, challenge, move for dismissal and reinstatement if 
necessary or appropriate; appeal, appear in person; produce any type of evidence and object to the 
admission of same and participate in all of the procedures and motions for compliance therewith, request 
and arrange for any preventive or executory measure if necessary or appropriate or oppose same and 
participate in any other motion that may arise; commence third party proceedings; strike and/or disavow 
all types of documents, strike witnesses, assign property, request accountings, move for petitionary or 
confessional proceedings of any kind whatsoever; be summoned or subpoenaed, receive and deliver any 
amount of money that is legitimately due and owing and issue and demand the corresponding receipts and 
releases, dispose of rights during litigation, request and participate in auctions, by bidding and purchasing 
at auctions for such purpose, issue any bond and guarantee required by any Court or Tribunal; object to 
any kind of bond and/or guarantee, settle at arbitration, with arbitrators and/or 
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(Hand written) Five - 5 - 

(Fiscal Stamp) (Illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
20 BOLIVARS 
Ministry of Finance 

(Five partial stamps in left margin) 

....OF VENEZUELA 
(Coal of Arms) 

...m AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Two stamps aver fiscal stamp with illegible initials ) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coal of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

at arbitration proceedings at law, request rulings in equity, appoint partners, pursue lawsuits that have 
been commenced in all of their proceedings, motions and procedures and exercise any remedy there may 
be, whether ordinal or extraordinary, such as cassation or annulment, initiate and refrain from 
proceedings challenging the constitutionality of laws, propound and answer interrogatories under oath, 
file claims and small claims and refrain from making them, and in general, do anything necessary or 
appropriate for the best defense of the rights and interests of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 
VENEZOLANA CA. I hereby certify that the powers granted and listed hereunder arc merely for 
reference purposes and are not limitative and that the grantees appointed hereunder are authorized to 
assign this power of attorney to people or attorneys they deem to be trustworthy, with all or any of the 
powers mentioned above, with or without a restriction on the exercise thereof. This power of attorney 
neither revokes nor invalidates any ether power of attorney previously granted by BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA CA. In order to certify as to the legal existence of the company I 
represent for the record, the capacity in which I am acting, my powers and the other issues concerning 
powers of attorney, and pursuant to the provisions of article 155 of the Code of Civil Procedure, I am 
hereby listing and producing the following documents to the Notary before whom this power of attorney 
is being signed and 1 am asking her to list them in the respective note: ONE: Certified copy issued by the 
Second Court of the First Instance for Civil and Commercial Matters in the Seventh Judicial District 
dated the twenty-third (23 rd ) day of October, 1956, of the entry in Companies Register No. 1, containing 
the original Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of C.A FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, (now known as 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.). TWO: Certified copy issued by the First 
Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of 
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(Back of Page 5) 

(Hand written) No. 61 

(Three stamps with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Five partial stamps in right margin:) 

REPUBLIC OF 

(Coat of Arms) 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC. . . . 

Carabobo, on the twenty-fifth (25 th ) day of November, 1992, of the entry in Commercial Register No. 34, 
Volume 16-A, containing the Minutes of the Extraordinary Shareholders’ Meeting held in lieu of an 
Ordinary Meeting on the nineteenth (19 th ) day of November, 1992, at which it was agreed, among other 
things, to change the name of the company to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. 
3™E E: Certified copy issued by the First Commercial Register for the Judicial District of the State of 
Carabobo dated the twenty-seventh (27 th ) day of January, 1995, of the entry in Companies Register No. 
46, Volume 6-A, containing the minutes of the Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting held on the 
twelfth (12 th ) day of December, 1994, which sets forth my appointment as President of the company. I 
am also asking the Notary Public to come to and appear at the company offices for the granting of this 
power of attorney. Valencia, on the date of the authentication hereof. 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


(Three stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal)) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Fiscal Stamp) 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Ministry of Finance 
Name of Applicant (writing illegible) 

Identification Number Date 

For Legal Basis 

H-91 1310203 
1000 - ONE THOUSAND ..... 
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(Hand written) sixty-two 


(Hand written) Six - 6 - 


(Five partial stamps down left margin) 

...... Venezuela 

- ..in and for Valencia) 

(Four stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
(Initials superimposed - illegible) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA. Valencia, on 
the thirtieth (3(f*) day of January , nineteen hundred and ninety-six. 1 85* year of Independence and 1 36 th 
year of the Federation. The foregoing document, which was prepared by attorney FRANCISCO 
VELASQUEZ ARCAY, who is registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under number 54892, 
was submitted for authentication and return, as per form No. 243271, dated: January 30, 1996. The 
grantor thereof was present and stated that his name was: ROSENDO S. TERRADAS, acting m his 
capacity as President of BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., being of legal age, 
domiciled in Valencia, a citizen of Venezuela, marital status: married and holder of identity card No. 
6,297,265. He read the document in the presence of the notary and stated: “The content thereof is true 
and correct and the signature appearing at the bottom of the instrument is mine.” The Notary therefore 
declared it to be authenticated in the presence of witnesses: MARIELA JIMENEZ AND ESTHER DE 
CESAR, holders of identity cards Nos. 10,737,912 and 395,502, and she inserted it in the book of 
authentications maintained by this Notary’s office under No. 28, Volume 11. The Notary states for the 
record that she examined and returned BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. ? s entry in 
the Companies Register, which was originally registered with the Second Court of the First Instance for 
Civil and Commercial Matters in the Seventh Judicial District of the State of Carabobo on October 23, 
1956, under No. 1. Also, the Notary went to BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A.’s 
premises in this city at 16:15 a.m. for the execution of this document. 


THE NOTARY 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 
THE WITNESSES.- 
(Two signatures - illegible) 


GRANTOR: 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Three stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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( Back of Page Six) 

(Hand written ) 62 

(Three stamps with illegible initials) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arm) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Ft ve Partial stamps down right margin) 

REPUBLIC OF 

(Coat of Arms) 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 

The undersigned Notary hereby certifies that the foregoing power of attorney was replaced by 
citizen Ramon J. Alvins Santi, and the exercise thereof was restricted to citizens Diego Buaiillos 
Beiner, Henry Torrealba, Mario Calosa, Jose Enrique D’Apollo and Gabriela Ntiflez Marquez, by 
means of an instrument signed before the S !h Notary’s Office, now the 4 111 , in and for the 
Municipality of Chacao in the District of Miranda, under No, 45, Volume 96, on December 11, 
1996. 

(illegible stamp) 

The Notary, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 

(Three stamps reading) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Five partial stamps down left margin) (Hand written) Seven - 7 - 

....VENEZUELA 

IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

( Three Stamps, two with illegible initials ) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

( Coat of Arms) 

• Fee for Fiscal Stamp • Value: One Hundred 
Forty-Eight Bolivars (Bs. 148.00) * 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA.- THE UNDERSIGNED, ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, THIRD NOTARY 
PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF 

CARABOBO, CERTIFIES: That 1 have compared the photocopy consisting of THREE (03) sheets of paper, 

and that it is a true and correct copy of the Document that was inserted at this Notary’s Office in 1996 under 

No. 28 Volume II..., that said copy was made by citizen SULEIDA NOGUERA. . of age, Holder of Identity 

Card No. V-5,622,001...., a capable person who is Authorized by me to do so and who, together with me, is signing 
this Certification and each one of its pages. That said copy is issued at the request of the interested party and by 
Decree of this same date, which are inserted below: Citizen: Third Notary Public in and for Valencia. In her office. 
I, AN OFFICER OF BAKER & MCKENZIE of legal age, Holder of Identity Card No. Hill HU, am requesting a 

Certified Photocopy of Document No. 28 Volume: 1 i in the Books of Authentications maintained by 

this Notary’s Office dated January 30, 1996. In Valencia, on the TWENTY-FIFTH (25 th ) day of the month of May.- 
in the year TWO THOUSAND. The Applicant (signed) illegible. Republic of Venezuela. Third Notary Public 
in and for Valencia. Valencia, 5-25-2000 and for this purpose, pursuant to the provisions of Article 120 of the 
Public Records Law. Citizen SULEIDA NOGUERA..., of age, Holder of Identity Card No. V-5,622,001, is 
appointed to perform the Photocopying and sign each of the pages together with the Notary, (signed). ROSA 
RUEDA DE HOUTMANN, THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AUTONOMOUS MUNICIPALITY 
OF VALENCIA IN THE STATE OF CARABOBO. Valencia. On the TWENTY-FIFTH (25**') ..... day of the 
month of MAY.- TWO THOUSAND.- 189* year of Independence, and 140th year of the Federation. 

THE NOTARY 

(Stamp) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 

IN AND FOR VALENCIA THE APPOINTEE 

(Signed) (illegible) 
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(Back of Page Seven) 


(Five partial stamps down right margin ) 

REPUBLIC .... 
(Seal) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 


(7 wo stamps with illegible initials) 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Coat of Arms) 

THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR VALENCIA 


(Stamp) 

The undersigned NOTARY confirms that she had before 
her for examination and return FORM 16 Vo, 1404770 , 
paid at the Bank Carp. Banking on May 26. 2000 . issued by the 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
The Notary 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

ROSA RUEDA DE HOUTMANN 
THIRD NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN AND FOR VALENCIA 

(Five stamps diagonally down page) 

Republic of Venezuela 
(Coat of Arms) 

Third Notary Public in and for Valencia 
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(Four partial stamps down left margin) 
Venezuela 


Valencia 


(Stamp in middle of page) 
....Venezuela 
(Illegible) 

.... Valencia 
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(Hand written) Nine - 9 - 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

• Fee for Fiscal Stamp • Value: One Hundred 
Forty-Eight Bolivars (Bs. 148.00) • 

CA 98 No. 04214783 

(T wo partial stamps in left margin - illegible) 

COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF JUAN JOSE MORA IN THE JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF CARABOBO 

Mordn, June 28, 2000. 

190 th year of Independence and 141 st year of the Federation 
Since the foregoing pleading, consisting of one (1) sheet of paper, together with a 
certified copy of the Power of Attorney has been filed, it is ordered that it be admitted and that 
every part thereof be complied with. To this end, it is ordered that the Court be transferred to 
and constituted at the locations indicated by the petitioner, in order to conduct the Judicial 
Inspection requested. 

Acting Judge, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Clerk, 

(Signed - illegible) 

Entered on this same date under No. 36/2000. 

Clerk, 

(Signed) (illegible) 

DCC/amgc/mr.- 
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(Three partial stamps down left margin - illegible) 

(Hand written ) Ten -10 - 
CA-98 No. 04214781 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

( Coat of Arms) 

• Fee for Fiscal Stamp • Value: One Hundred 
Forty-Eight Bolivars (Bs, 148.00) • 

At 2:00 p.m. today, the twenty-eighth day of June, in the year two thousand, after setting aside 
the time needed, the Court was transferred to and constituted at the “Punto Fijo” Parking Lot on 
Avenida Falcon, at Moron, in the Municipality of Juan Jose Mora in the State of Carabobo, in 
order to conduct the Judicial Inspection requested of and agreed to by this Court. Present thereat 
was attorney Francisco Jesus Velasquez Arcay, Venezuelan Bar Association No. 54,892, in his 
capacity as legal counsel for “Bridgestone Firestone Venezolana, a corporation formerly known 
as “C.A. Firestone Venezolana”. Citizen Francisco Marin, holder of identity card No. 1,421,535, 
was subpoenaed for the Court's mission, in his capacity as Manager of the “Punto Fijo” Parking 
Lot. Citizen Xiomara Carolina Barrios Garcia, holder of identity card No. V-/3,234,607, was 
appointed as the expert photographer to take photographs of the subject matter of the Inspection 
and being present, she accepted the task and was sworn in as provided by law. Also, Citizen 
Charles Jose Tosive Castillo, holder of identity card 
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(Back of Page Ten) 

No. V-l 5,225.897, a mechanic by trade, was appointed as the expert mechanic to advise the 
Court on performing the Inspection; being present he accepted the task and was sworn in as 
provided by law. The Court then issued a statement for the record, with regard to Item ONE , it 
stated for the record, all upon the advice of the expert appointed, that at the location at which it 
had been set up, there was a vehicle, Make: Ford, Model: Ranger XLT, Type: 4x4, Double cab 
with four seats, Color: Wine with blue trim, Plates 816 GAG. With regard to Item TWO . The 
Court stated for the record that the inspected vehicle was fitted with three (3) tires, and that the 
rear right tire and rim were missing. With regard to Item THREE : Upon advice from the expert, 
the Court stated for the record that the first tire on the inspected vehicle, on the front ["front" was 
inserted] right side, was Make: Goodyear, type: R15, serial number LT235/75R15 10//1045 and 
was a tubeless radial; the front left tire was Make: Goodyear, type: R15, serial number 
LT235/75R15 105Q, and was a tubeless radial. The rear left tire was Make: Goodyear, type: 
RI5, serial number LT235/75R15 105Q. With regard to Item FOUR , the Court stated for the 
record, with advice from the expert, that the three (3) tires were in good condition, as was their 
tread. With regard to Item FIVE , the Court ordered the Expert Photographer appointed 
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(Three partial stamps down left margin - illegible) 


( Hand written) Eleven -11- 
CA-98 No. 04214779 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coat of Arms) 

• Fee for Fiscal Stamp • Value: One Hundred 
Forty-Eight Bolivars (Bs. 148.00) • 


to take photographs of each tire on each rim of the inspected vehicle with an instant photograph 
636 Close Up Polaroid Camera; these photographs will be added to the Inspection Report to 
form a part of same. With regard to Item SIX , the Court ordered the Expert Photographer to take 
photographs of the bodywork. With regard to Item SEVEN , upon advice from the expert 
mechanic, the Court made a statement on the record as to the general condition of the inspected 
vehicle. The Court stated on the record that there were dents on the roof, hood, the left and right 
front mudguards and the left and right rear mudguards and the four (4) doors, and also the 
headlights and glass covers were broken, as were the brake lights. Exercising the right he had 
reserved, the petitioner then stated: “I request that the vehicle’s mileage be stated on the record; 
and that the subpoenaed party advise the Court of the reason why, as far he knows, the vehicle 
was brought into the parking lot, and also, with the advice of the expert, a statement as to the 
state of the right rear axle, where the vehicle’s tire. ... 
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(Back of Page Eleven) 

is missing. That is all”. Upon receiving the petitioner’s requests, the Court stated for the record 
that the inspected vehicle’s odometer showed 65,250 kilometers. Next, citizen Francisco Marin, 
whose identity and capacity have been set forth herein, stated to the Court that the owner of the 
vehicle told him that the vehicle had been taken to the parking lot as a result of a traffic accident 
due to a rollover. With regard to the last part of the request, the Court stated for the record, with 
advice from the Expert, that the right rear axle where the tire and rim were missing had been 
split. As there was no other request on which to report, the Court adjourned the Inspection and 
ordered that it be transferred back to the Courthouse. Completed, read and signed by the 
undersigned who are in agreement therewith. Insertion: “front” - OK. 

The Acting Judge, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(stamp) 

....OF VENEZUELA 
( illegible)) 

The Petitioner, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

The Subpoenaed Party, The Expert Photographer, 

(Signed) (Illegible) (Signed) Xiomara Barrios 

The Expert Mechanic, 

(Signed) Charles (Illegible) 

Cleric, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 



1897 


(Hand written) Fifteen - 15 - 
CA - 98 No. 04214778 


(Seal) 

STATE OF CARABOBO 

(Coal of Arms) 

•Fee for Fiscal Stamp • Value: One Hundred 
Forty-Eight Bolivars (Bs. 148.00) • 


(Hand written) Returned the same day, consisting of 1 5 two-sided pages 


Clerk, 

(Signed) (illegible) 

(stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(illegible) 


(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(illegible) State of Carabobo 
(Coat of Arms) 

Court of the Municipality of Juan Jose Mora 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 36-2000, dated June 28, 2000, regarding an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered 81G-GAG, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 



Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification, or having shown satisfactory evidence of 
identification. 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 23rd day 
of January, 2001. 


Elena Rosado 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


[SEAL] My commission expires: 


1899 


(entire page is hand written) Two -2- 

(T wo partial stamps in left margin - illegible) 

Filed by Attorney Francisco Jesus Velasquez Arcay, holder of identity card No. 7,121,658, Venezuelan 
Bar Association No. 54,892, in his capacity as legal counsel for Bridgestone Firestone-Venezolana, C.A. 
during office hours today, the twenty-eighth (28 th ) day of June, 2000, consisting of one (1) sheet of paper, 
together with the filing fee, accompanied by a certified photocopy. Advise the Judge.- 
The Filer: 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

The Clerk, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
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REPUBIICA OE VENEZUELA 

NO 

PODER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICCION CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 

A R C H I V O 



FRANC IS CC J. ,/eLASQUSZ A., INFREABCGA DC Na 54.8^2, en su 
SOUC1TANTE (S) 

caracter de Apoderaric Judicial de BRIDGES TCNH FIRSSTCNE 7SNEZCLANA, C . A . 


MOTIVO 


iusfeccicl judicial 


JUZGADO 


Municipic Juan Jcse Mcra-Mcron 


FECHA DE ENTRADA: Dia 


.28 Me, 


AHo 2,0.00 


FECHA DEVOLUCION: Dia 




Me# 


A no 


z 

o 





C - 22 
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JUEZ DEL MUNICIPIO JUAN JOSE MORA DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 

z , ' z 

JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO CARABOBO 

3 I . 3 

4 ! Su Despacho . ^ 


Yo, FRANCISCO JESUS VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venezolano, mayor de edad, 


domiciliado en Valencia, Estado Carabobo, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 


7.121.658, abogado en ejercicio, inscrito en el 1NPREABOGADO bajo el N° 


54.892, procediendo en este acto en mi caracter de apoderado segun se evidencia 
de instmmento poder que se anexa a esta solicitud de BRIDGESTONE 


FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., compania andnima antes denominada C.A. 


FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, inscrita por ante el Registro Mercantil que llevo 


el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil de la 


Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo, en fecha veintitres (23) de octubre 


de 1956, bajo el N° 1, compiladas sus reformas en un solo cuerpo segun consta de 


13 

... 1* 


13 1 
17 L 


Acta de Asamblea General Extraordinaria de Accionistas inscrita por ante el 


Registro Mercantil Primero de la Circunscripcion Judicial del Estado Carabobo en 


fecha 29 de enero de 1997, bajo el N° 2, Tomo 8-A, ante usted respetuosamente 


ocurro y expongo: De conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 y 938 del Codigo de 


Procedimiento Civil y 1.429 del Codigo Civil, juro la urgencia del caso, solicito la 


i habilitacion del tiempo necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en consecuencia se 

31 ! - - 31 

i obvie el requisite de la distribution, con el fin de que el Tribunal se traslade y 
constituya en la direction que oportunamente le senalare, a fin de dejar constancia 

33 i 1 .33 

por via de Inspection Judicial, de los particulares siguientes: 

34 - - - — - 34 

PRIMERO: De la presencta en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 

35 - ... _ ... . 35 

Tribunal, de un vehiculo: Marca: Ford y del Modelo, Tipo, Color y Placas, que 
j presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

37 - . 37 

SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identificado tiene cuatro (4) cauchos instalados ! 

38 1 38 

en cada uno de sus rines. ■ 

38 -| 29 

TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 


so L 


30 
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^da este 

domicilto, civilmente hibil y titular de la cfidula de idanttdad No. 
6-297.265, procodlando in mi caricter da Presidente de BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., sociadad mercan'til domiciliada an la 
ciuViad de Valencia, Eatado Carabobo a inscrita originalmente por 
ante el Registro de Comercio qua llevaba el Juzgado Segundo de 
^j^inera Inatancia en lo Civil y Mercantil da la sSptima 
Circunscripcifin Judicial del Eatado Carabobo erv fecha velntitres 
(23) de octubra de 1956, bajo al No. 1, por el presente documento 
L U^fi^a r o i Qua mi representada confiere podar amplio, baicante y 


& 


s .V/%| 9nt e cuanto en daracho ae requiera y aaa necenrio, a los 
abo?£dos en e^erclcioi HUMBERTO J. BRICESo, HENRY TORREALBA 

J J/' 

LEHESMA, JOSE HENRIQUE D’APOLLO, RAMON J. ALVINS SANTI, MARIA 
FERNANDA 2AJIA, CLEMENTINA DE CASTRO, MARGOT HUEN, CARLOS LUIS 
PIMENTEL HENRIQUEZ y FRANCISCO J. VELASQUEZ ARCAY, venerolanos, 
mayores de edad, hibilaa an daracho, titularaa de las cedulas de 
identidad Nos. 3.967.563, 3.661.025, 7.308.173, 6.345.624, 

6.822.699, 10.335.670, 9.879.275, 7.139.825 y 7.121.658, 
respectivamenta a inacritoa en el INPREABOGADO bajo los Nos. 
113*46, 11.568, 19.692, 26.304, 32.501, 54.502, 48.338, 55.660 y 
54.8&V tambifin r o spec tivament e » domiciliadoa los ocho primeros de 


5 4,8%2| t 


los (tpmbrado a en la ciudad de Caracas, Distrito Federal y el 

e// 

ultd^io de los nombrados an la ciudad da Valencia, Estado Carabobo, 
para que actuando conjunta o separadament e , representen y 
sostengan los derechos, acciones e intereses de BRIDGESTONE 
FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A., an toda clase de asuntos judiciales o 
-jjxtrajudiciil** en que sea parte, por ante cualquier persona, 
p't^lica o privada, por ante cualquier entidad judicial 

'■if 

Aadmipistr ativa de caricter nacional, estadal, distrital o municipal 
cualquier competencia, orden o j uriadicciSn , incluyendo paio 


Q-P- T. A K - 
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instancias, incidencias y trimitea y e jercer todoa loa recursos a 
qua hubiere lugar, tanto ioa ordinarios como los extraordinarios de 
c^Bacifin o invalidaci6n> Inlciar y desistir del juicio de amparo; 
promover y absolver posiciones juradasj promover quejas y querellas 
y .'^desistir de ellas» y en general, hacer todo cuanto fuere 

f J 

jieceearlo o convenient* para la mejor defense de los derechos e 
intereses de BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. Dejo constancia 
qua las facultadai aqui conferidaa son msramente anunciativas y no 
taxativaa y quo los apoderadoa aqu£ instituidoa eatSn facultados 
para sustituir el present® poder en persona® o abogados de su 
confianza, con todas o algunas de las facultades anteriormente 
senaladas, con reserva o no de su ejerciclo. Este poder no revoca 
ni deja sin efecto ningun otro poder otorgado con anterioridad por 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, C.A. A fin de dejar conatancia 
de la existencia legal de mi repreaentada, del car&cter con quo 
actuOi de mis atribuciones y de loa demSa particu lare s relativos a 
los poderes, y de conformidad con lo previsto en el articulo 155 
del Cfidigo de Fr ocedimiento Civil, enuncio y exhibo en este acto 
al Notario ante quien se otorga el present* poder, solicitSndole 
se sirva hacer constar en la nota respectiva, los siguientes 

d\>cumentosi PRIMERO * Copia certificada expedida por el Ju2gado 
Segundo de Primera Instancla en lo Civil y Morcant.il de la SJptina 
Circunscr ipcion Judicial en fecha veintitrfis {23) de octubre de 
1956, del asiento Registro de Comercio No. 1, contentivo del 

Docuaanto Conatitutivo Estatutario original de C.A. FIRESTONE 

VENEZOLANA (ahora denominada BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE VENEZOLANA, 
C.A.) SEGUNDO* Copia certificada expedida por el Registro 


Kercantil Prime ro de la Circunscr ipci6n Judicial del Estado 
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REPUBLICA OF VENEZUELA. NOTgRIA. SILICA felCEHA^DE jVALSICIA.' VtYe ncira 
/ u. t/yjT/f '{#) de l ^jie-rTKii^ovec ientps. hbvent^^^ei,^ 

1352 y 1362. El anterior ' docum4ntp c ,.fadac tado ’pdf oga 5 

CO VELA93UEZ ARCAY, inscrito en el inpreabogado bajo el N854G92, fue 
presentado para su autenticacion y devolucion, segun planilla N2 243 
271, de fecha: 30-1-96. Presente su otorgante dijo llamarse: R^SHMCD 
S. TERRADAS actuando en caracter de Preside~te de BRIDGESTONE FIRES- 
TCNE VWEZOLANA, C.A, mayor de edad, domiciliado en:. 
de^hacipnalidad : 1 ! £*) El* ) 4 de estado civil: 

y titular de la cedula de identidad N2 6.297.265. ^-eido el documento 
-i 

f*n presencia de la notario expuso. " Su contenido es cierto y mia la- 
..firma que aparece al pie del instrumento 11 . La Notario er tal virtud- 
'lc^declara aytenticado en presencia de los testigos: MARIELA JIMENEZ 

3 ER DE CE3®, titulares de las cedulas de identidad Nos:10.737. 

395.502, dejandolo inserto bajo el MB ^ % . Tomo : !i . de 

bros de autenticaciones llevados en esta notaria. La Motario- 
onstar que tuvo para su vista y devolucion K egistro de Comercio 
de BRIDGE ST WE FIRESTONE V7NEZOLANA, C.A, inscrita otiginalmente por- 
ante el Juzgado Segundo de Primera Instancia en lo Civil y Mercantil- 
de la ^Septima Circunscripcion Judicial del Edo. Carabobo, en fecha :23 
de Qc&pubre de 1956, bajo el MB l.-Igualmente para el otorgamiento del 
.iggS^ente documento la Notaria se T raslado y Constituyo en la Empresa- 
BRIDGESTONE FIRESTCNE VENEZOLANA, C.A, da esta ciudad a las 
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^ -. TV 1 -l.. r ..AV.- 

1 REPUBLlCA DE VENEZUELA. ROSA RUEDA OC HOUTmANN. NOT ARI0"PUBLICQ TERCERO DEL- 

/... 

2 IflUNICIPIO AUTQNOSHKVAlJuJCLA DEL ESTADO CARABOBO, QUIEN SUSCRIBE CERTITICAl— 

3 Qua ha eonfrontado la Copia FotoatitLca Constanta da t TRES ( 03 ) fo liDp 

A utllas, qua as traslado rial y exacto dal Documente lnaarto an cats Notaria, 

5 durante al AHot 1.996. ...» bajo al N® 28 Tomat 11®..., qua dicha Co 

Q ,plk furf realizade pop la Ciudadanet SULEIOA NOGUERA. .mayor da adad, T£- 

_ tulaV da la Crfdula do Idantidad N® V-5 .622 .001 . . . , • , persona eapsz, Autorlza 
_ da vpor ml pata hecarla y quirfn junto conmigo suacrlbe la preeanta Carttfica- 

P n y coda una da sue piginss. Qua dicha Copia as axpida a aolicitud da pa£ 
interaaada y Dacrato da aata miama facha, loe cualaa a contlnuacidn sa in 
tarn Ciudadanox Notario Publico Tarcara da Valencia. Su Daapacho.- Vo/** 

'•BAKER & MCKENZIE mayor da edad, Titular da la Cedula da Idantidad - 

j.-i /////////////// Soiicito Copia Fotostrftica Cartificada dal Documents N®- 


20... . • , t Tomo i ll B *....da lo« Libros do Autonticacionaa llevadoe por ««-. , 
lfi ta Notaria an fachai 30-01-96....... En Valencia, a lost VEINTICINCO (25).. |, 

dlaa dal maa dax flAYO.- ..dal DOS MIL. El Solcitantei (fdo.) Ilegibla.j, 

17 Republic* da Vanazuala. Notaria Public* Tarcara da Valencia* Valencia, 25— j j 


18 \ 05-2.000 a tal afaeto da conrormidad con la astablacida an al Ar— j J; 

|n vticulo 120® da la Lay da Ragiatro Publico. Sa design* a la Ciudadanat SULEI-j,, 
iofl N0GUERA.- mayor da adad, Titular da Is Crfdula da Idantidad N® V-— at 


5 ,622.001. .. P**a qua realica la oporaci<5n da la Copia y suscriba cada una-ijj 


^ jda laa piginat Junta can la Notaria. (fdo.) ROSA RUEDA OE HOUTfflANN. NOTARIO-, 22 
23 PUBLICO TERCERO DEL PBUNICIPI0 AUT0N0W0 VALENCIA DEL ESTADO CARABOBO. Valen— | i3 
eia, a loai VEINTICINC0 (25).. dlaa del maa da: MAYO.- dal DOS WIL.-iz'i 
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C’A 98 '• : '42 1 4 7So 


GACC DHL MILICIFIC JUAN JCSE MCRA DE LA CIRCLKSCaiPCICI. JUDICIAL DHL 

3STADC CARA30BC. Moron, 28 de junic del 2.CCC.1902 y 1412, - 

For presentada la anterior Sclicitud constante de un (!) fclic- 
util, junto con el Fcder consigr.adc en copia certificada. Desele - 
entrada y ciinplase en todas sus partes, Al efecto, trasladese y ccns- 

- 5 

tituyase el Tribunal a los sitios indicados per la parte solid tante, 

i\ , a 

a los fines de practicar la Inspeccion Judicial solicitada. 


los fines ^e 


La Secre-caria, 


,■ c . t. <'• 

t '£Jn la misma fecha se le dio entrada oajo el ^*^3 cr- <r r 




DCC/ amge/m 


30 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

No. 499 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

PETITIONER(S): BELKJS COLMENTER 

REASON: JUDICIAL INSPECTION 

COURT: THJRD.MUNICJPAL COURT 


DATE OF ENTRY: 

Day: 02 

Month: NOVEMBER 

Year: 2000 

DATE RETURNED: 

Day: 

Month: 

Year: 


No. 499 


C.22 
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(Seal) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
STATE OF TACHIRA 
( Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: Two hundred and thirty-two Bolivars 

(Signed) (Illegible) 
(Stamp) 

BELKIS M. Colmenter 
ATTORNEY 
Venezuelan Bar Association No. 52353 

T-2000-1 No. 6393044 

Citizen: 

JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF SAN CRISTOBAL AND TORBES IN THE 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF TACHIRA 
In his office. 

I, BELKIS M. COLMENTER DE CHACON, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in Tariba, State of 
Tachira, holder of identity card No. 10,035,864, a practicing attorney, registered with the Venezuelan Bar 
Association under No. 52353, acting on my own behalf and for legal purposes that are of interest to me, 
hereby respectfully appear before you and state: In accordance with Articles 192, 936 and 938 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure and Article 1 ,429 of the Civil Code, I swear that this case is an emergency, and I 
ask this Honorable Court to set aside the necessary time, thus obviating the distribution requirement, for 
the Court to be transferred and called into session at an address of which I will advise it in due course, in 
order to have the following items placed on the record by means of a Judicial Inspection: 

ONE: As to the presence at the location at which the Court is in session, of a vehicle described as 

follows: make: Ford, and the model, type, color and plates evidenced by the inspected vehicle. 

TWO; As to whether the vehicle identified above has a tire fitted one on each of its respective rims. 

THREE: As to the make, type and serial number of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected 

vehicle. ■■■■ - 

FOUR: As to the general condition of the tires installed on each rim of the inspected vehicle and their 

tread. - 

FIVE, That photographs be taken of each of the tires fitted on each rim of the inspected vehicle. 

SIX: That photographs be taken of the bodywork and condition of the inspected vehicle. 

SEVEN: That a statement be made on the record as to the general condition of the vehicle’s bodywork. — 
As to any other fact or circumstances that I reserve the right to indicate in due course. 
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(T wo partial stamps in right margin ) 
BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF ... 

THIRD COURT IN... 

(ILLEGIBLE) 

Pursuant to Articles 472 and 475 of the Code of Civil Procedure, in agreement with the provisions of 
Article 502 ejusden, I request that the photographic reproduction be ordered of the items specified above 
and any other item that I expressly reserve the right to indicate at the time said judicial inspection takes 
place and that, to this end, an expert photographer and an expert mechanic be appointed. Furthermore, I 
would ask this Court to state for the record that the said photographs were taken in its presence and that 
they are true and correct reproductions of the facts evidenced at this judicial inspection and I therefore 

expressly request that said photographs be added to this Judicial Inspection. 

Lastly, I would request that once this petition has been complied with, the onginal be returned to me 
together with the results thereof. Trusting in the Court’s grace, in San Cristobal, on the date submitted 
for filing. 

(Signed - illegible) 


(Stamp) 

The foregoing petition was submitted for [illegible} 
in person by the signatory(ies) thereto at 01:30 p.m., of the 
office [illegible] on the 31st day of October, 2000, 
to the clerk, and consists of 01 sheets of paper; 
and the Citizen Judge was advised. 

Acting Clerk 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

(Illegible) 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF.. 
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(Three partial stamps in left margin - illegible ) 

THIRD COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF SAN CRISTOBAL AND TORBES IN 
THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF TACHIRA. San Cristobal, the second day of 
November, two thousand. 

190 th Year of Independence and 141 st Year of the Federation 

Having reviewed the foregoing petition, which was submitted for filing by the signatory thereto in person, 
consisting of one (01) sheet of paper. It is ordered that it be admitted and processed as provided by Law. 
The inspection is scheduled for 4:30 p.m. today, the date of the petition, so that the Court may be 
transferred and called into session at the address the petitioner indicates to the Court in this City of San 
Cristobal, State of Tachira, upon setting aside all of the time needed. 

THE JUDGE 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Illegible) (Seal) 

SAN CRISTOBAL AND TORBES 
IN THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF TACHIRA 

Temporary Cleric 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Entered this same date under No. 499.- 

(Stamp) 

LOGGED IN 
ON NOVEMBER 2, 2000 
Entry No. 27. 
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(Seal) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
STATE OF TACHIRA 

(Coat of Arms) 

Fee for Fiscal Stamp — Value: Two hundred and thirty-two Bolivars 

T-2000-1 No. 6393045 

Being the time and date scheduled in the foregoing order, having first set aside the 
necessary time, the Third Court in and for the Municipalities of San Cristobal and Torbes, 
together with attorney, Belkis M. Colmenter de Chacon, registered with the Venezuelan Bar 
Association under No. 52,353, in her capacity as petitioner, was transferred to and called into 
session at the building located on 8 sn Avenue in La Concordia, at which the Hermanos Bolivar 
No. 6-107 Mechanic’s Workshop does business, in this City of San Cristobal, where citizen, 
Yocob Bolivar Sepulvedo, holder of identity card No. 81-860,583 was present; to whom a 
subpoena was served in his capacity as owner of the workshop, advising him of the Court’s 
mission. The Court then proceeded to make a statement on the record as to the items contained 
in the Inspection, as follows: Item No. ONE: The Court stated for the record that a vehicle was 
noted in the building in which it [the court] was located, make: Ford: model: Explorer, type: 
4x4, color: beige, plates: SAI32Z [or SA132Z]. Item No. TWO: The Court stated for the 
record that a visual inspection revealed that the vehicle described above had the respective tire 
on each of its rims. Item No. THREE: The Court stated for the record that the make of each tire 
mounted on each of the vehicle’s rims was: Goodyear, type: Wrangler, serial numbers 
T3 00 1 346R77 044M W SN ; I4876RF70M4N; T3001366R77OMNWSN; 

T3001346RF70MWSN. Item No. FOUR: In order to proceed with the inspection, the Court 
appointed citizen, Jose Alirio Chacon Rosales, holder of identity card No. V-9,236,861, as the 
expert and being present, he accepted the task and was sworn in as provided by Law. With the 
advice of the expert, the Court then stated for the record that the tires mounted on each of the 
rims, and also their respective treads, were in perfect condition, except that the front left tire was 
flat and a little piece had come and/or broken away. Item No. FIVE: The photographer was then 
appointed, in the person ... 
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(Two partial stamps in right margin) 
( Illegible ) 
Judicial District... (Illegible) 

of citizen, Joiki Heman Garzon Sarmiento, holder of identity card No. 10,156,372, who accepted 
the task and was sworn in as provided by Law; in order to further pursue items FIVE and 
FOUR, he took the respective photographs of both the tires and the bodywork of the inspected 
vehicle, and he was given 24 hours within which to deliver them to the Court for them to form 
part of this Inspection. Item No. SEVEN: With advice from the expert, the Court stated for the 
record that the general condition of the Vehicle’s bodywork was denting in the front left part, 
and it was noted that the front end was totally wrecked, the front and rear doors on the left side 
were misaligned, the bumper was split, the chassis was twisted, it was noted that the left rear part 
was dented and the brake light was broken; it was noted that the front window was broken, the 
front left tire rim was twisted. At this point, the petitioner asked for the right to speak, which 
was granted, and she stated: “I ask this Court to state the mileage of the vehicle which is the 
subject of this inspection for the record, and also, that citizen Jose Angel Antonio Ortiz Pastron, 
holder of identity card No. 3,9996,996, the owner of the vehicle, be present. That is all”. The 
Court then stated for the record that the mileage of the inspected vehicle was 38,415 kilometers, 
and it was also expressly stated for the record that citizen Jose Angel Antonio Ortiz Pastron was 
present; he said he was the owner of the vehicle and stated: “I was driving from Tariba to San 
Cristobal, when I felt the truck lock up and it lost stability, smashing me against the island in the 
middle of Botalo Avenue.” Completed, read and signed by the undersigned, who are in 
agreement therewith. 

(Stamp) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Illegible) 

(Seal) 

SAN CRISTOBAL AND TORBES 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF TACHIRA 

THE JUDGE, 

(Signed) (Illegible) THE SUBPOENAED PARTY, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

THE EXPERT, 

(signed) (Illegible) (Stamp) 

LOGGED IN 
On November 2, 2000 
Entry No. 3 
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(Seal) 

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
STATE OF TACHIRA 

(Coat of Arms) 


Fee for Fiscal Stamp - Value: Two hundred and thirty-two Bolivars 


T-2000-1 No. 6393046 

(Partial Stamp in left margin) 

(Illegible) 

Judicial District of the State of Tachira 


OWNER OF THE VEHICLE, 
(Signed) (Illegible) 


(I wo illegible stamps in left margin ) 


THE PHOTOGRAPHER, (Signed) (Illegible) 

THE PETITIONER, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 


TEMPORARY CLERK, 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

LOGGED IN 
On November 2, 2000 
Entry No. 3 
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(Three partial stamps in left margin - illegible) 

JORKI HERNAN GARZON, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, legally competent, holder of 
identity card No. V-10, 156,372, personally appeared before this Court during office hours today, 
the sixth (6 th ) day of November, 2000, and proceeded to state: “I am hereby delivering the 
photographs taken at the Judicial Inspection at which I was appointed Expert Photographer”. 
That is all, completed, read and signed by the undersigned, who are in agreement therewith. 

(Three Partial stamps in left margin - illegible) 

(Signed) (Illegible) (Signed) (Illegible) 


(Partial Stamp) 

..SAN CRISTOBAL..TORBES 


(Stamp) 

LOGGED IN 
On November 6, 2000 
Entry No. 25 
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(Three partial stamps in left margin) 

San Cristobal and 
Torbes 

(Seal) 

Judicial District... 


THIRD COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF SAN CRISTOBAL AND TORBES IN 
THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF TACHIRA. San Cristobal, the seventh day of 
November, two thousand. 


190 th Year of Independence and 140 th Year of the Federation 

Having reviewed the filing dated November 6, 2000, signed by citizen JORKI HERNAN 
GARZON, in his capacity as expert photographer, pursuant to which he delivered the 
photographs taken at the Judicial Inspection conducted by this Court, this Court agrees to add the 
above-mentioned photographs to this file. 

THE JUDGE 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
THIRD COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES OF 
(Seal) 

SAN CRISTOBAL AND TORBES 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

(signed) (illegible) 

Estrella Davila Ocque 


The Temporary Clerk 
(Signed) (illegible) 
Attorney, Sonia Contreras 


Complied with as ordered on the same day. 
(signed) (illegible) 


(Stamp) 

LOGGED IN 
On November 7, 2000 
Entry No. 48 
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL 
RECORDS OFFICE 

NOTE: 

This cover sheet should be used to cover the last sheets forming a file. 

Its purpose is to protect the documents and prevent the their wear and tear. 

(Partial stamp in right margin - illegible) 

C-30 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 499, dated November 2, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Explorer with plates numbered SAI-32Z, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 


Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 2nd day of 
February, 2001. 


Notary Public 
State of Florida 

[Seal] My commission expires: //— / 



Concepcion larrubia 
MV COMMISSION # CC785511 EXPIRES 
il-civV/ November 14, 2002 

BONDED THtU TSOY FAIN INSURANCE. INC 
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REPUBLICA DE VENEZUELA 



PODER JUDICIAL 

Jurisdiccion Civil 

SOLICITUDES 



A R C H I V O 


SQLlCtTANIRg^ ^ 15 COIMOITER 


motivO: 

INSPECCION JUDICIAL 




JUZGADO: 

TERCIRO DE MUNI Cl PI OS 





^Faeha da Entrada.- Oil — 51 Maa — JNQVIfMBRE Afto 2.000 


Faefc* Davoluddn Ola I 


.Art*. 



C- 22 
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j : Giudadano: _... i 

2 ; JUEZ DE LOS MUNICEPIOS SAN CRISTOBAL Y TORBES DE LA CtRCUNSCRIPCION 2 

3 L JUDICIAL DEL_ESTAD_0 TACHIRA,. 3 

4 : Su Despacho. ... 4 

s l_Yo, BELKIS M. COLMENTER DE CHACON, venezolana, mayor de edad, domiciliada en_Tariba,_ 5 

6 ; Estado Tachtra, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 10.03 5 864, abogado en ejercicio, inscrita en el. e 

7 ' JNPREABOGADO bajo el N® 52353, actuando en mi propio nombre y para fines legates .que me. 7 
s interesan, ante usted respetuosamente ocurro y expongo: De conformidad con los articulos 192, 936 B 

9 y 9 38 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil y 1 429 del Codigo Civil, juro ia urgencia dej caso, splicitp 9 

10 la habilitacion del tiernpo. necesario de este honorable Tribunal, y en consecuencia _se Lobyie. e.l__ 10 
n _requisito de distribucibn, con el fin de que el Tribunal se traslade y constituya en la direccion que n 

12 jpportunamente. Ie_ sefialare, a fin de dejar constancia por via de Inspeccion Judici al, de l os 

13 particular es si guientes— — — — — — 13 

, 4 PRIMERO De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal, de un vehiculo: 14 

15 _Marca: Ford _y del Modelo, tipo. Color y placas que presenta el vehiculo i nspeccio nado . J5 

16 SEGUNDO: Si el vehiculo antes identiftcado liene el respectivo caucho instalado en cada uno de sus 16 


t7 -rinei 


18 TERCERO: De la marca, tipo y serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines 

19 _del vehiculo. inspeccionado. — — — —————— — — — : — 

20 : CUARTO: De las condiciones generales de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del 

21 v ehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento.-— — — — — — 

22 i QUINTO: Se tomen fotograftas de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en cada uno de los rines del 

23 • vehiculo inspeccionado. — — — — 


24 

25 

28 

27 

28 

29 

30 


j SEXTO: Se tomen fotograflas de la carroceria y las condiciones en que se encuentra el vehiculo 

1 

j inspeccionado 

\ SEPTIMO: Se deje constancia de las condiciones generales en que se encuentra la carroceria del 

vehiculo. — - 

De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que me reservo el derecho de sefialar en su debida 
oportunidad ■ — — 

1 " ~ ' "" ‘ " ‘ ' """ " ' _ " 

^Solicito de conformidad con los articulos 472 y 475 del Codigo de Procedimiento_ Civil , en_ 


is 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

26 

29 

30 
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31 concordance con to previslo en ei articulo 5G2 ejusdem , se ordene la reproduction, fotografica de 31 
3* los hechos anteriormente especificados y de cualquier otro que expresamente me reservo senalar en. i 3 a 
33 la oportunidad de la practica de dicha inspeccion judicial y que, a tal efecto.se designe_ttjptf£jictic# 1 33 
M fotografo y un practico mecanico. Asimismo, solicito at Tribunal que deje constanSa^ue las. 34 
33 -referidas fotografias fueron realizadas en su presencia, y que son reproducciones.fieles^gkaoias. de. 33 
se los hechos evidenciados en la presente inspeccion judicial, para !o cuai solicito espresamfcqteque sa 

37 dichas fotografias sean agregadas a esta inspeccion judicial. . i 37 

sa Ptdo por ultimo, que una vez evacuada la presente solicitud, me sea devuelta en original junto con j 33 





fft. 


es 
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JUZGAL'r, j’PRCERO DE LOS MUMTrjPJOS SAN CRISTOBAL Y TORBES DE LA 
CIRC'JNSbK-JPCION JUDICIAL DEL ES1AL10 TACHIPH. San Cristobal, 
do« dir ncviembre del dos mil. 

l'-’OQ y 14io 

’* 1 - t c 1 la solid tud ant«*'ior, presen +.a d* personal men te por su 
firmante. constants do tin (01 » fclio util, desele entrada y e] trAmite 
de Ley corr»*pondi»nt«. Pars la pr*-tiee dp la lospeccidn u fija el 
die de hoy, fecha del auto, a Us A : 30 p . m . , para que el Tribunal se 
traslade y constituya en la clir P n C ift n que indJque al Tribunal la parte 
solicitante de ESta Ciudad de San CristAbal, Estado TAchira, previa la 


habil e tacidn de todo el tiempo due sea neepsario, 



En la misffifl fecha se le dio pntrada bajo el NQ 


diarizado 

a Mh/ lOO- 

4Slep| e y. Jj = 
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S 1 u-ulc J lit 


2 ^ jUU^tdx. I £A(,UC 'ti ifc: >nv j; ?cj -J "T via <V- . 

3 (■'!._ d 'J ~\j C-< wj\) tit CC ..1 L*-^C •. i [ /*'U Ita - /■< Lxj uV/Ji v l ^ 1 _ 

4 ck C/iacCVJ, WncM*6x £u J ^^fircc-icyadc jvtxjc J V' ^ 

5 r UU£XittL f it .. (a (J JUumtUc /v^Wc-nr/c Cu k * /4vr;vv^' tic 

6 Jr* UneC^a^ ciomZe fuuucii* i| 7 r\ L / c nci // 6 ' 

7 i <"^ Ca.*acIucJ ^ _Jak Gm cl/?.ift‘ jg _pr(- 

e ‘k'ldt 4 Cuiclte/c mT joC-O Cf-A KCV< 3c ^ -v/kCC 1l|aa1c,i Jj UcLyJic^ (hi 

9 icttvCLv A ,'^FF? P ‘ S_k^3 f _0 ^OM.ttC_Cyl s v... CQ^ft; tlA, h, /OyVtTui vuT 

10 ck) “TciUc’l it le _ Mi Lp cq dj la _ i vm. .^f : _/.Ci m C- |! i ^lcL) iO C\u ^ 

11 . Ji "7**-/? uuC - P ^Oa-Ofi a c4^>l c X^itoMiAUs <Jj Jj^p Cc^ru - 

12 ^AF^. c ^.._._iJ_ CM. .. Vi w ^ — 7 ^ l' l ^-\L?~.A dcA fA_f_- 

13 . A/£4 £■ cj _ Jyujpu n<4_ c bjA vyi\ <x ;tj<Af_____e.i J_ _Pn m u ct ( C; _ M_ <juj . J€. 

n ^vtCA^Pvvtxa. 5§ tfiscMG ^ p/c*ci- l uc^ eft uv) xLu-.Xc vn aic<u. -jvrJ 

i s .ill Oi.Up/. I OAJJ i ? p__ 2_*J?.+ __Cck/ '}: ao c _, /I (a f 54 ; 3 

/* [ f / 0 i . 7 .U ' " -•- - - -■-••- 

i6 jjjl^Lasd&i. ^€^Ua/DO h 'T^S. :UiiO( etc.^c<. CCivTToMMGt. ^C/ - ru- 

t7 oL^CA VO (icU ...^W J _ kUw i 0 C^rUd_ id c IA L |-i c f.1 c[c_ ^.OriC ^2£<l'[aU - 

is ^u\ktt Cac/o /v<vi(; ( U |so Oosucbcb . ^ . £■{ jF^yUl'^ioA-ro^- 

» .QC'^C? .4 . ,_4 Cl ' ! .iiuq'u-a ill act clo ■u aaC 

i^o COAubrit UiS^t4c<c/ci_ jui,\V-o e^i io &Cpe( A jt(X\- ? /l- 
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J£n horas de Despacho del di’a de hoy (6) de Noviembre de 2.000, comparece ante este Tribunal 
JORKI HERNAN GARZON , venezoiano, mayor de edad, habil titular de la cedula de identidad N" 
V- 10.156.372 y seguidamente expone “Consigno cn este acto fotografias tomadas en la Inspection 
Judicial para la cual fui designado Practico fotografo”. Es todo, termino, se Ieyo y conformes 
firman. 



D 1 A R | 2 A D O 

El C& JjjlOO- 

Astanto N- 


'TOant; 

*i8E3 
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1934 



1935 





1936 



1937 


CONSEJO DE LA JUDICiAtURA 


OFICtNA DE LOS ARCHtVO^ij 


Esta contratapa debe ser utilizada pgra cubrir los Oltimos 
folios que conforman vn expedients. '£*' ' 

Su finolidad es proteger los dpcurne*td» ^ evitando 
deterioro. ' * ^ " 

' 44 " 


J4 


ft 

i ... *, 

. 'i i 
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1938 





1939 



1940 


REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 

PETITIONS 

RECORDS 

No. 10.381 

PETHIONERIS): MQJREN.Oj.Lui.s Laurence.-. 


REASON:. JUDICIAL INSPECTION.- 


COURT: SECOND I N AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY O F GUANARE IN TH E 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF PORTUGUESA 

DATE OF ENTRY: Day: 21 Month: FEBRUARY Year 2 000 

DATE RETURNED: Day: Month: Year 

No. 10.381 

c.n 


CHU0091 
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STATE OF PORTUGUESA 

BAR ASSOCIATION 

Receipt No. 35701 

Guanare, February 21, 2000 


PROFESSIONAL FEES 

Document filed by: Attorney LUIS LAURENS E MORENO 

(Stamp) 

Received from: SAME 

BAR ASSOCIATION 

The sum of: EIGHTY THOUSAND BOLIVARS 

(Illegible) 

AND NO/100 

For: VISUAL INSPECTION 


For Bs. 80,000.00 

(Sieredl ( Tlleeible ) 

Collector 


CHUQ092 
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(T wo Fiscal Stamps) 
( Illegible ) 

(Seal) 

Year/Month/Day 
Bs. 140 


(Stamp) 

BAR ASSOCIATION 
TREASURY 


Collector 

STATE OF PORTUGUESA 


Citizen 

SECOND JUDGE IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF GUANARE IN THE JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF PORTUGUESA 
In his office.- 


L Luis Laurence Moreno, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, a practicing attorney, holder of identity 
card No. V-6,900,450, domiciled in the city of Barinas in the State of Barinas and registered with 
the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 35,817, appearing on my own behalf, respectfully 
appear before you and would state: Pursuant to the provisions of Article 1429 of the Civil Code 
in agreement with Article 472 of the Code of Civil Procedure, I would ask the Court of which 
your Honor is in charge to be transferred and called into session at the premises of the parking lot 
known as Curacao located in the Union District of this City of Guanare, in order to conduct a 
judicial inspection on the vehicle: MAKE: FORD; PLATES: MAN-1 8B, CHASSIS 
SERIAL NUMBER: AJU3VP21870; ENGINE SERIAL NUMBER: -VA21870-; MODEL: 
SPORT WAGON; YEAR: 1997; COLOR: TWO TONE BLACK; CLASS: TRUCK; 
TYPE: SPORT WAGON; USE: PRIVATE, owned by citizen, CLAUDIA SOFIA HOET 
MACHADO, Venezuelan, of age, holder of identity card No. V-l 1,387,694, domiciled in the 
City of Caracas, in order to place the following items on the record: ONE : That a statement be 
placed on the record as to the identification and characteristics of the vehicle that is the subject of 
this Inspection. TWO : That a statement be placed on the record as to the general condition of 
the vehicle and any damage to it. THREE : That a statement be placed on the record as to the 
identification and characteristics of each of the tires on the vehicle; this should include the make, 
model, size and any other comment the Court or the Experts should make. FOUR : That a 
statement be placed on the record as to condition of each of the tires on the vehicle. FIVE : That 
a statement be placed on the record 
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as to a description of the location at which the vehicle is parked in said Curacao Parking Lot. 
SIX: That the Court, with the assistance of the Experts who have been sworn in to conduct the 
Inspection, state the facts and circumstances that (text missing) content of this Judicial Inspection 
for the record. I also ask, pursuant to the provisions of Articles 473 and 476 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, that the citizen Judge order the photographic or audio visual reproduction of each of 
the items listed and that it be accompanied by any necessary experts of its choice. SEVEN: 
That a statement be placed on the record as to any other item that is indicated at the time the 
inspection is conducted. 

Once the requested Judicial Inspection has been conducted, I would ask the Court to return the 
original to me with the results thereof. 

In order to comply with the requested Inspection, I swear that this matter is an emergency and 
that all of the time needed be set aside for the t holding thereof as provided by Law. 

Trusting I will receive justice in the City of Guanare on the twenty-first day of February in the 
year two thousand (02-21-2000) . 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

V-6,900,450 


(Stamp) 

21-02 2000 
11 a.m. 01 

(Signature — illegible) 
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(Fiscal Stamp) 

(Illegible) 

(Seal) 

Year/MonCh/Day 
Bs. 140 

(Seal) 

STATE OF PORTUGUESA 
(Seal) 

Fee for sealed paper VALUE Bs. 55 

P-96-1 No. 0 (text missing) 

SECOND COURT IN AND FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF GUANARE IN THE FIRST 
CIRCUIT OF THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF PORTUGUESA.- 

Guan arc, February 21, 2000 

189 01 Year of Independence and 141 s ' year of the Federation 

Having received the foregoing petition, it is ordered that it be admitted and (text missing) 
...as a result, it is ordered that the Cburt be transferred and called into session at the location 
indicated in the petition. Since the Clerk of the Court is unable to attend the Judicial Inspection, 
citizen, PASCUALA MONTES MATERAN, holder of identity card No. V-8,063,932, is 
appointed as the Acting Clerk, and she accepts the assignment and swears that she will properly 
and faithfully fulfill her duties. 

(Stamp) 

(Obliterated) 

The Judge 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Attorney Oscar Mahfn Mejfas Ramos. 

(Partial stamp) 

..OF VENEZUELA 

(Illegible) 

Acting Clerk 
(Signed) (Illegible 

Pascuala Montes M. Clerk 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Zoraida H. de Alvarez 

Immediately admitted under No. (Illegible) 

Clerk 

(Initials - illegible) 

CMMR/pm.- 


LOGGED IN 
Entry No. 1 


CHU0095 



1945 


(Fiscal Stamp) 

( Illegible) 

(Seal) 

Year/Month/Day 

Bs. 140 (Seal) 

STATE OF PORTUGUESA 
(Seal) 

Fee for sealed paper VALUE Bs. 55 

P-96-1 No. 0896467 

At 12:30, midday today, the twenty-first of February, two thousand. The Court was transferred 
and called into session at the Curacao Parking Lot located in this City of Guanare in the State of 
Portuguesa, in order to conduct the Judicial Inspection requested and ordered in the preceding 
order. The Petitioner, LUIS LAURENCE MORENO, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, an 
attorney, holder of identity card No. 6,900,450, acting on his own behalf was present, as was a 

t 

person who said his name was as follows: TRAIMY FREITES, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, 
holder of identity card No. (cut off) .31 ,847, who said he was the Administrator of the premises 
at which the Court was located; he was served with a subpoena regarding this mission. Having 
reviewed the need to appoint an Expert and an Photographer, the Court did so as follows: 
ASDRUBAL JIMENEZ and MARIA DE LOS ANGELES MORALES, citizens of Venezuela, 
of age, residents of this City, holders of identity cards Nos. 12,239,942 and 13,605,386 
respectively, who accepted the assignment and swore that they would properly and iaithfully 
fulfill their duties. The photographer who had been appointed showed the Court the roll of film 
to be used, make: LUCKY, with twelve exposures, that would be used to take the photographs at 
this inspection. The Court then went on to place the items contained in the petition on the 
record. ITEM NO. ONE: There was a vehicle with the following characteristics: make: Ford, 
plates: MAN-18B, chassis serial no.: AJU3VP21870, model: Sport Wagon, year: 1997, colon 
two tone black, class: truck, type: Sport Wagon, use: Private, inside the parking lot at which the 
Court had been called into session. ITEM NO. TWO: It was noted that the Vehicle’s bodywork 
was totally damaged. It was noted that the engine was in good condition. ITEM NO. THREE: 
The tire on the front right side had the following characteristics: make: Firestone Wilderness 
AT, No. P2 35/75R1S-M/S. The remaining tires have the following characteristics: Firestone 
Radial ATX No. P2 35/75R15-M/S, ITEMNO.FOUR: It was noted that the ties on the vehicle 
were in average condition 
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. . .with the exception of the one on the back to the left which had no tread. The tires on the right 
side had air in them, and those on the left side were flat. ITEM NO. FIVE: The inspected 
vehicle was inside the Parking Lot to the left side of same, and to the (cut off), and the ground 
where it was parked was earth, with low underbrush. The photographer who had been sworn in 
told the Court that she had taken 12 photographs and it was ordered that these be developed at 
the establishment known as FOTO (text missing) in this City of Guanare in the State of 
Portuguesa. Having fulfilled its mission, the Court agreed to return to its seat at one forty-five in 
the afternoon. Completed, read and signed by those below, who are in agreement therewith. 

Judge 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Attorney Oscar Mahin Mejias Ramos. 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

Second Court In and for the Municipality of Guanare 

First Circuit in the Judicial District of the State of Portuguesa 

(Seal) 

GUANARE 

Petitioner 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Attorney Luis Laurence Moreno 

The Subpoenaed party 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Thaimy Freites 

Expert 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Asdrubal Jiminez Photographer 

(Signed) Illegible) 

Maria de los A. Morales 

Acting Clerk 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

Pascuala Montes M.- 

LOGGED IN 
Entry No. 4 
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(Fiscal Stamp) 

(Illegible) 

(Seal) 

Year/Month/Day 
Bs. 140 

(Seal) 

STATE OF PORTUGUESA 

(Sea!) 

Fee for sealed paper VALUE Bs. 55 

P-96-1 No. 0898209 


During office hoars today, February 23, 2000, Maria de los Angeles Morales, holder of identity 
card No. 13,605,386, personally appeared before this Court in her capacity as Expert 
Photographer, and stated: I am hereby delivering thirteen (13) photographs taken of the vehicle: 
Ford, truck, plates “MAN-1 8B”, which were taken at the Curacao Parking Lot in this City. That 
is all”. Addendum: There are not thirteen (13) photographs, there are twelve (12), That is all. 
Completed, read and signed by the undersigned who are in agreement therewith. 

The Appointee 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Illegible) 

GUANARE 

Clerk 

(Signed) (Illegible) 
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The undersigned Attorney, Oscar Mahin Mejias Ramos, Second Judge in and for the 
Municipality of Guanare in the First Circuit of the Judicial District of the State of Portuguesa, 
CERTIFIES: That the foregoing photograph was taken on the same day on which Judicial 
Inspection 21-02-2000 was conducted, by the Photographer, citizen Maria de los Angeles 
Morales, who had been duly sworn in. Guanare, February 23, 2000. 


Judge 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
(Illegible) 
GUANARE 

(Signed) (Illegible) , 

Attorney Oscar Mahin Mejias Ramos. 
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The undersigned, Attorney Oscar Mahin Mejias Ramos, Second Judge in and for the 
Municipality of Guanare in the First Circuit of the Judicial District of the State of Portuguesa, 
CERTIFIES: That the foregoing photograph was taken on the same day on which Judicial 
Inspection 21-02-2000 was conducted, by the Photographer, citizen Maria de los Angeles 
Morales, who had been duly sworn in. Guanare, February 23, 2000. 

Judge 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Attorney Oscar Mahin Mejias Ramos 

[illegible stamp] 


The undersigned. Attorney Oscar Mahin Mejias Ramos, Second Judge in and for the 
Municipality of Guanare in the First Circuit of the Judicial District of the State of Portuguesa, 
CERTIFIES: That the foregoing photograph was taken on the same day on which Judicial 
Inspection 21-02-2000 was conducted, by the Photographer, citizen Maria de los Angeles 
Morales, who had been duly sworn in. Guanare, February 23, 2000. 

Judge (Stamp — illegible) 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

Attorney Oscar Mahin Mejias Ramos 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 

I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 10.381, dated February 21, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford 
Sport Wagon with plates numbered MAN-18B, is accurate, true and 
complete, to the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 


Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 




STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 


Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
si gnin g this certification. 


The foregoing instrument was acknowledged 
of February, 2001. 


to and before me this 14th day 


Elena Rosa 
Notary Public 
State of Florida 


[Seal] 


My commission expires:. 
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RCUNSCRIPCION JUDICIAL DEL ESTADO PORTUGUESA. 
j T pacho.- 

3. Luis Laurence Moreno, venezoiano, mayor de edad, abogado en 
erciac, titular de la ceduia de ider.tidad N® V-6.900.450, domiciliado en 
oludad de Bannas Estado Barinas e inscrito en el Instituto de prevision 
acial del Aocgado bajo el N®. 35.817, procediendo en mi prcpio nombre, 
ite usted can el debido respeto acodo para solicitar: A tenor de los 
stablecidc en los articulcs 1429 del Codigc Civil en concordancia con el 
ticulo 472 del Codigo de Procedimiento Civil, se sin/e trasladar y 
instituir el Tribunal a su digno cargo en el Inmueble sede del 
stacionamiento: denominado Curacao situado en el Barrio Union de esta 
udad de Guanare, a fin de practicar una Inspeccidn Judicial, en el 
ihiculo: MARCA: FORD; PLACAS: MAN-18B, SERIAL CARROCERIA; 
JU~ .P21870; SERIAL DE MOTOR: -VA21870-; MODELO; SPORT 
'AGON; ANO: 1997; COLOR: NEGRO DOS TONOS; CLASE: 
AMIONETA; TIPO: SPORT WAGON; USO: PARTICULAR; propiedad 
i la ciudadara CLAUDIA SOFIA HOET MACHADO, venezolana, mayor 
3 edad. tituiar de la ceduia de identidad N® V-1 1 .387 6 34- y dorriciliada en 
ciudad de Caracas, con el propdsito de dejar constancia de las 
3rticulares siguientes. Prlmero Gue se deje constancia de identificacion 
earacteristicas del vehiculo objeto de esta Inspeccion. Sequndo : Que 
; deje constancia del estado general en que se encuentra el vehiculo y 
3 los dahos que presents. Tercero Gue se deje constancia de la 
entificaclon y earacteristicas de cada unc de ios neumsticos de! 
shiculo: para elio debe tomar en cuenta marca, m.odelo, medidas y 
uai< — ier otra apreciacion que deba hacer el Tribunal o los Practices. 
uarto: Que se deje constancia del estado en que se encuentran 


ada uno de los neumaticos del vehiculo. Quinta; Que se deje constancia 
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de la caractsrisiica dei Sugar donde se encuentra astacionadc e* vehii 
en e! referido Estacionamiento Curac30. Sexta: due el Tribune! auxili 
por los Practices que fueren juramentados para !a practica as e 
inspeccidn dejen constsnp a de las circunstancias y hechos que ampli 
cont&ntdo de la presents inspeccidn Judicial. As? mismo solcfc 
ciudadano Juez que de conformrdad con lo sstablecido er »cs artic. 
473 y 476 del Codigc de Procedimiento Civil ordene ta reproduce 
fotografica c audiovisual 

de cad a uno de los p3rticulares enunciados y se haga acompanar de 
practices de su eleccicn que sean rsecesarics Septima : Que 
ccnstancia de cusiquler ctro particular que se senate al inomentc mi? 
de practicarse ta inspeccidn. 

Cumplida que haya side la Inspeccidn Judicial soiicitada. oiego al Tribi 
me sea devuelto el original con sus resultas. 

Para Is avacuacion de la Inspeccidn soiicitada juro ia urgancia del cas 
pido se habilite todo el tempo que sea necesario para la culmin3clcn d 
rrtisma conforme ia Ley 

Es justiesa que espero en. la ciudad de Guanare a los veintiun dias del r 
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p-96-i No. 0896467 


Sn el -die de hey. Ve inti fine de Febrero da Dos Mil, siendo las docs 


ne i* ia'- dal mediodla-, a« traslad 6 y conatitUyi el Tribunal en el 3s ta : - 


;namianto Curacao, ubicedo ■ en lets eluded da Guanare del Satado Por 


jrdad* en el auto anterior. presenta el aolicitante LUIS LAURENC^ Mg! _ 


jg, Venezoleno, mayor de edad, AbogadO, titular de it c 6 dula da iden # 
lad No. 6.900.450, «ctuerAo , >n~au«proplo ncfcbre, y pre sente IgualmeJ 


una persona que dljo aer y llamarae como queda escribe: THAIMY FREjl f 


, Vene*clana, mayor de edad, titular de la cldttla de idea tided Ko 


.31.847, qui$* -dljo aer ' la A'dmlnisferadore del altlo donde ae encuan 


i el Tribunal, qui4n fu4 notificada de la presente dial da ."’Vista la 


te sid ed de dealgnar Practice y Fotdgrafo el Tribunal lo haee en la j ^ 
•me Siguiento: ASDRUBAL JIMENEZ Y MARIA PS LOS ANGELES .MORALES, yang 


.anoa, mayorea de edfd, de <ate domicllio, tltularea de las cddulaa | 

!-• ntldad Hroa. 12.239.S42 7 13.605.3S6 reapectiTaronte, qulanea - I ^ 
<ptan el oergo y Jui*ai? omq?llr ~bien y fielmente con a us deberea. La j 


;6grsf o da«iga «da pone a la viats del Tribunal un rollo fotografica ^ 
1 user marca LU CKY, de 12 expoeicionea fotograflcaa que aerd utillza 
para tomar 71** dfo-tografiaB en la presente inspeccidn. Seguidamente • 


Tribune 1 pass a da jar conatancia de los particularaa contenidoa an ; ^ 
aolioitud* »FRIHSRA :De'ntro del Ea taclonemiento donde eT Tribunal 39 . ^ 
luentra eonetituldc se encuentra un vehlculo de las 3lguiente3 caraci ^ 
•isticae: Ma rca; Ford, Places: MAN-1 8B, Serial Carrocaritt AJ03VP216| ^ 
Mcdelo Sport, Wagon, AP.o; 1997, Color; Kegro doa toboa, OHi*: Camljo 


Tipo; Sport Wagfin, Uao; particular, SEGPNDQ; El vehloulo ae obser 


con daJlo total de oarroceria. El motor se observe en buen estado,- _ 


.CEROs El neuadtieo del lado del antero dereeho es de laa siguier.tes ^ 
•s iriaticaa; Marca Firestone Wi lderness AT, Ho. P2 35/75R3-5-K/S 
reato de loa cauohoa ea de las aiguientes caracteristlcaa ; Firestone 


dal ATX No. ?2 35/75R15-M/S . CUARTO; Los ceuchoa 


YQhic.LilO A&_g£-! * 
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. ..aerven «n regular eatado > eon axeepolfin del colocado en le par 

si . — — - — 

! trasera del lado lzquierdo qua no tiane benda da rodanlento. Loa 

33 

Imitieos del lado dereeho tlenan alra, loa del lado lzquierdo eatlr 


ideainflados. QUINTO: El vehlculo inspaoclonado sa encuentra dento 



slendo el plso donde ee encuentra .de tierra, con maleaa pequafla. I 


fotografo juranentada lnforma al Tribunal qua tomfi 12 fotografiae 

37 j -■ — : 

jcualas se ordena su revelado en el Batablecimiento denominado FOTC 

36 — 

en ieta cludad de Guanare del Eatado Port\iguesa« El Tribunal habie 
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El suscrito Abogado Oscar Mahfn Me- 
j£as Ramos, Juez oegundo del Munici_ 
pj o Guanare del Primer Circuito de 
la Circunscripcion Judicial del Es- 
tado Portuguesa, CERTTFICA: Que la 
anterior fotografla fue tomada el 
mismo d£a en que fue practicada la 
Inspeccion Judicial 21-02-2.000,por 
la fotografa Juramentada cludadana : 
Marla de los Angeles Morales. Guana 
re, 23 de Febrero de 2.000.- 




1961 





1962 


El suscrito Abogado Oscar Mahin Mejias Ramos, Juez Se- 
gundo del Municipio Cuanare del Primer Circuito de la 
Clrcunscripcion Judicial del Estado Portuguesa, CERTI- 
FXCA: Que la anterior fotografia fue tomada el mismo 
dia en que fue practicada la Inspeccion Judicial 21-.- 
02-2.000, por la fotografa Juramentada ciudadana: Ma- 
ria de los Angeles Morales. Cuanare, 23 de Febrero de 


2 . 000 .- 



Ab. Oscs(r Mahin Mejias Ramos. 


El suscrito Abogado Oscar Mahin Mejias Ramos, Juez Se- 
gur.do del Municipio Cuanare del Primer Circuito de la 
Clrcunscripcion Judicial del Estado Portuguesa, CSRTI- 
FXCA: Que la anterior fotografia fue tomada el mismo 
dia en que fue practicada la Inspeccion Judicial 21- 
02-2.000, por la fotografa Juramentada ciudadana: Ma- 
ria de los Angeles Morales. Guanare, 23 de Febrero de 
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REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

(Coat of Arms) 

JUDICIAL BRANCH 

CIVIL JURISDICTION 
PETITIONS 
RECORDS 

No. 5-389 


PETITIONER'S): Qaufia. Sofia. Hoet 


REASON: JudiciaLInspection 


COURT: Tyvc:iticth Municipal Court 


DATE OF ENTRY: 

Dav: 14 

Month: 

August Year: 

2000 

DATE RETURNED: 

Day: 

Month: 

Year: 




No. 

5-389 


C.22 
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Citizen 

Twentieth Municipal Judge in and for the Judicial District of the Metropolitan Area of Caracas. 

In his office 

I, CLAUDIA SOFIA HOET MACHADO, a citizen of Venezuela, of age, domiciled in this City 
and holder of Identity Card No., 11,307,694, represented in this cause by attorney, Carlos 
Dominguez H., registered with the Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 31,491, appearing on 
my own behalf and in my capacity as the legal owner of an automobile described as follows: 
Plate: MAN-1 8B, Chassis Serial No. AJU3VP21870, Engine Serial No. VA21870, Make: Ford, 
Model: Sport Wagon, Year: 1997, Color: Two-tone black, Class: Truck, Private Use, my 
capacity being evidenced by a document that was duly authenticated at the Twenty-ninth Notary 
Public’s Office for the Municipality of Libertador in the Federal District, on the eleventh (1 1 th ) 

i 

day of August, 2000, under No. 38, volume 79, which, for examination purposes, I submitted to 
the Court and would ask that it be returned to me after the certification thereof for the record, 
hereby appear before you in order to state: 

I would ask this Court to be transferred and called into session at the establishment known as 
“Autos y Partes”, located in Warehouse No. 17, Via Manzanares, El Baruteno Industrial Center, 
in the Municipality of Baruta, in order to place the following items and circumstances on the 
record by means of a Judicial Inspection : 

ONE: The identification of the legal entity on whose premises the Court has been called into 
session. 

TWO: The identification of the individual who is in charge of or responsible for the 
establishment at which the Court has been called into session at the time the Inspection takes 
place. 

(Initials - illegible) 
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THREE: That there is a vehicle owned by me, as described above, in the parking lot of the 
premises at which the Court has been called into session. 

FOUR: As to the condition of the vehicle described above and the damage to it. 

FIVE: That a statement be placed on the record as to the tires on the vehicle and that the serial 
numbers, make, model characteristics and condition be identified. 

SIX: As the legal owner, I would ask that the tires described above be sealed by the court and 
that it be ensured that they cannot be taken out of the truck without breaking the seal affixed to 
them. I also request that a statement be placed on the record as to the type of seal used and that it 
be clearly identified. 

SEVEN: As the legal owner, I request that the vehicle described above be covered and sealed by 
the court and that it be ensured that the vehicle cannot be moved or maneuvered without 
breaking the seal affixed to it. In addition, I request that a statement be placed on the record as to 
the seal used and that it be clearly identified. 

EIGHT: That a statement be placed on the record as to the date on which the above-described 
truck arrived at these premises, pursuant to a statement from the person in charge or 
representative of the premises at which the Court has been called into session, or pursuant to any 
existing documentation; the place where it came from and how it was transported. 

NINE: That a statement be placed on the record as to whether anything was removed from the 
vehicle and as to whether any accessory or any part of same was changed, pursuant to a 
statement from the person in charge or representative of the premises at which the Court has 
been called into session, or pursuant to any existing documentation. 

TEN: As to any other circumstance or item that is requested at the time the inspection is 
conducted. 

(Initials) (Illegible) 
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We request that the Court appoint an expert photographer to assist the Court for purposes of 
conducting this Judicial Inspection and in order to place a graphic statement of the facts and 
circumstances on the record. 

Lastly, I state under oath that this matter is an emergency and I would ask the Court to be so kind 
as to set aside all of the time needed for conducting this Inspection, and that once it has been 
conducted, the original be returned to me together with the results thereof. 

In Caracas, on the date of the filing hereof. 

(Signed) (Illegible) (Signed) (Illegible) 
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TWENTIETH MUNICIPAL COURT IN AND FOR THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
METROPOLITAN AREA OF CARACAS. Caracas. 

The fourteenth day of August , two thousand. 


190 th Year of Independence and 141 st Year of the Federation 


The necessary time having been set aside, since the petitioner stated under oath that the matter 
was an emergency, and having reviewed the foregoing pleading, this Court agrees to the requests 
and consequently is scheduling 9:15 a.m. on August 16. 2000 as the time for fulfilling the 
requests. 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

JUDGE 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
TWENTIETH MUNICIPAL COURT 

(Seal) 

IN AND FOR THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
OF THE METROPOLITAN AREA OF CARACAS 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

ACTING CLERK 


ALBA. 
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(Partial stamp to left — illegible) 

At 9:15 a.m. today, the sixteenth (16" 1 ) day of August, two thousand (2,000), the Court, having 
set aside the necessary time because the petitioner swore to the emergency nature of the case 
under oath, was transferred to and called into session at the following address: the premises of 
Autos y Partes, Warehouse No, 17, Via Manzanares, El Barutefio Industrial Center in the 
Municipality of Baruta. The Court thereupon appointed citizen, Jaime Ernesto Flores Espinoza, 
holder of Identity Card No. 14,275,332 as the Expert Photographer, and being present, he 
accepted the assignment and was sworn in as provided by Law; he asked the Court to give him 
six (6) working days within which to deliver the photographs taken. The Court thereupon agreed 
to his request and granted him six (6) days to deliver the photographs that had been taken. The 
Court next stated for the record that the petitioner was present together with the attorney who 
was representing her. Next, a person who jstated his name was Juan Emilio Rodriguez, holder of 
Identity Card Number 5,538,424, was present and the Court subpoenaed him for its mission and 
being mindful of this, he allowed it access to said establishment. At this point, the Court then 
placed the requested items on the record 
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by means of a Judicial Inspection: ITEM NO. ONE : The Court stated for the record that the 
legal entity on whose premises it had been called into session was Autos y Partes JBSOV C.A. 
ITEM NO. TWO : The Court stated for the record that the subpoenaed party stated that he was in 
charge while the owners, Juan Benavides and Oswaldo Vargas, were not there. ITEM NO- 
THREE: The Court stated for the record that there was a vehicle on the property on which it had 
been called into session. Make: Ford, Model: Sport Wagon, type, year: 1997, color: two tone 
black, type: truck, plates: MAN-18B, chassis serial number AJU3VP21870, engine serial number 
VA21870, belonging to and owned by the petitioner, as confirmed by the copy of the buy-sell 
document attached to the petition. ITEM NO. FOUR : The Court stated for the record that the 
vehicle that was the subject of the inspection was totally unusable and wrecked and according to 
the Insurance company, it was a total loss; it was noted that the bodywork was totally smashed, 
the tires had burst, and it was seen that the dashboard and upholstery inside were in a very bad 
state. The greatest damage was located on the front on the driver’s side. ITEM NO. FIVE : The 
Court stated 
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(T wo partial stamps to left) 

...OF VENEZUELA 
(Seal) 

.District 

Metropolitan — 

for the record that the vehicle that was the subject of the inspection had five tires. Make: 
Firestone, four of them were model Radial TX and one was a Wilderness AT model, the serial 
number on all of them was P235/75 R/5, and they were all in bad condition; the rear tire on the 
driver’s side had no tread, the rim on the wheel that, according to the subpoenaed party, was the 
rear one on the other side, was completed buckled and the tire was broken and scratched, and the 
two front tires were in bad condition and completely flat ITEM NO. SIX: The Court stated for 
the record that at the request of the petitioner, the tires described above were sealed by the Court. 
ITEM NO. SEVEN: The Court stated for the record that at the request c-f the petitioner, the 
attorney who was representing her proceeded to put a blue rod on the vehicle that is the subject 
of this inspection, and It was sealed by the Court at the request she made as the legal owner. 
HEM NO. EIGHT: The Court stated for the record that according to a statement made by the 
subpoenaed party, the vehicle was towed in from the State of Portuguese on a wrecker on the 
fifth (5 th ) day of August, two thousand (2000) 
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ITEM NO. NINE : The Court stated for the record that the subpoenaed party said that no 
accessory or part of the vehicle that is the subject of this inspection has been changed. ITEM 
NO. TEN : The petitioner and the attorney representing her asked the Court to state for the 
record that there were other Ford Explorer trucks with obvious damage on the property on which 
it had been called into session, and a statement was placed on the record as to the tires on them 
and it was noted that the air bag on same had come out of the dashboard. In view of the 
foregoing, the Court agreed to her request and then stated for the record that four Ford trucks 
were noted on the property at which it had been called into session and these were described as 
follows: 1) truck, color: white, plates: BAL-66D; 2) truck, color: green, plates: JAF-46B, 3) 
Truck, colon silver, plates: JAE-74E, and 4) truck, color: Silver, plates: NAB-48M. He Court 
stated for the record that all of the trucks described above 
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had obvious damage to their bodywork, especially on the front driver’s side, and that all of them 
had Firestone ATX tires that were damaged, and it was noted that the air bag was out of the 
dashboard on all of them. The Court, having fulfilled its mission, declared that the Judicial 
Inspection was at an end and ordered its return to the courthouse at 11:00 a.m. That is all, 
completed, read and signed by the undersigned, who are in agreement therewith. 

JUDGE 

(Signed) (Illegible) 

(T wo stamps) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
TWENTIETH MUNICIPAL COURT 

(Seal) 

IN AND FOR THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
OF THE METROPOLITAN AREA OF CARACAS 

(Signed) (illegible) 

Petitioner 

Acting Clerk Attorney for Petitioner 

(Signed) (Illegible) (Signed) (Illegible) 

The Subpoenaed party 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

The Expert 
(Signed) ( Illegible ) 

(Partial stamp to left ~ illegible) 
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Today* August 21, 2000, citizen Jaime Ernesto Flores Espinoza, holder of identity card No. V- 
14,275,332, very respectfully appeared before this Court in his capacity as Expert Photographer, 
in order to state: “I swear under oath that this matter is an emergency and 1 am setting aside all 
of the time needed in order to submit and process this assignment; in addition, I am also herewith 
delivering twenty-four (24) photographs taken during the Judicial Inspection conducted by this 
court on August 16, 2000. That is alt” 

Concluded, read and signed by the undersigned, who are in agreement therewith, 

(Stamp - illegible) 

(Signed) (Illegible) (Signed) (Illegible) 

Acting Clerk The Appointee 
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[Page EUS0077]: 

(Hand written) Thirteen (13) 
GENERAL VIEW OF THE VEHTPT ,E 
(Two photos) 

[Page EUS0078]: 

(Hand written) Fourteen (14) 

LEFT FRONT WHEEL 
(Two photos) 

[Page EUS0079]: 

(Hand written) Fifteen (15) 

LEFT FRONT WHEEL 
(Two photos) 

[Page EUS0080]: 

( Hand written) Sixteen (16) 

LEFT REAR WHEEL 
(Two photos) 

[Page EUS0081]: 

(Hand written) Seventeen (17) 

LEFT REAR WHEEL 
(photo) 

[Page EUS0082]: 

(Hand written) Eighteen (18) 

RIGHT FRONT WHEEL 
(Two photos) 

[Page EUS0083]: 

(Hand written) Nineteen (19) 

RIGHT REAR WHEEL 


(photo) 
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[Page EUS0084]: 

(Hand written) Twenty (20) 

RIGHT REAR WHEEL 
( Two photos) 

[Page EUS0085]: 

(Hand written) Twenty-One (21) 

WHEEL LOCATED INSIDE THE TRUNK OF THE VEHICLE 
(Two photos) 

[Page EUS0086]: 

[(Hand written) Twenty-Two (22)] 

GENERAL VIEW OF THE SEALED VEHICLE 

(photo) 

[Page EUS0O87]: 

(Hand written) Twenty-Three (23) 

GENERAL VIEW OF THE: SEALED VEHICLE 
(Two photos) 

[Page EUS0088J: 

(Hand written) Twenty-Four (24) 

OTHER FORD TRUCKS LOCATED IN THE SAME PLACE 
(Two photos) 

[Page EUSO089J: 

(Hand written) Twenty-Five (25) 

OTHER FORD TRUCKS LOCATED IN THE SAME PLACE 
(photo) 

[Page EUS0O9O}: 

(Hand written) Twenty-Six (26) 

OTHER FORD TRUCKS LOCATED IN THE SAME PLACE 
(photo) 
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... Today, August 31, 2000, personally appeared citizen Claudia Sofia Hoet, a citizen of 
Venezuela, of age, domiciled in this City, and holder of identity card No. 11,307,694, 
represented in this cause by attorney, Carlos G. Dominguez Hernandez, registered with the 
Venezuelan Bar Association under No. 31491, who, in her capacity as the petitioner, very 
respectfully stated as follows: “I would ask this Court to be so kind as to deliver the petition 
filed on August 14, 2000. In this regard, I swear under oath that this matter is an emergency and 
I would ask the Court to be so kind as set aside all of the time needed to grant the requests filed 
in this cause. That is all.” Completed, read and signed by the undersigned, who are in 
agreement therewith. 

Acting Cleric 
(Signed) (Illegible) 

(Stamp) 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
TWENTIETH MUNICIPAL COURT 

(Seal) 

IN AND FOR THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
OF THE METROPOLITAN AREA OF CARACAS 


(Signed) (illegible) 
Petitioner 


Her Attorney 
(Signed) (Illegible) 
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Certificate of Accuracy 


STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

) SS 

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 


I, Vanessa Marie Havel, fluent in both Spanish and English, certify that the 
attached translation from Spanish into English, of the Judicial Inspection, 
No. 5-389, dated August 14, 2000, concerning an inspection of the Ford Sport 
Wagon with plates numbered MAN-18B, is accurate, true and complete, to 
the best of my knowledge, ability and belief. 



Vanessa Havel 
Miami, Florida 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE 

Before me appeared Vanessa Havel, personally known to me to be the person 
signing this certification. 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged to and before me this 14th day 
of February, 2001. 


Notary Public 
State of Florida 

[Seal] My commission expires: 

-n ;*s 

%¥ 
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REPUBLICA DE VENEZUELA 



SOLICITUDES 

ARCHIVO 


SOLICITANTE (S] Ca M -VpjsV: 


MOT, VO: 


:l , ' juzgado: Miopyro cjft \Woyo 
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Ciudadano 

Juez Vigesimo de Munieipio de ia Cifcimscripcidn Judicial de? Area Metropolitans de Caracas. 

Su despacho.- 

Yo, CLAUDIA SOFIA HOET MACHADO, venezolaoa, mayor de edad. dc eslc domicsliado y 
titular dc !a Cedula de Ider.tidad N° 11.307.694, asistida en este acta por ei abogado Carlos 
Dominguez H.„ inscrito en el Inpreabogado bajo el N° 31.491, procediendo en mi propio nombre y 
en mi condicion de tegitima propietaria del vehiculo automotor de las siguiemes caxacterisiicas: 
pfaca: MAN-! SB, Serial de Cairoceria: AJU3VF21870, Serial del Motor: VA2IS70, Marta: Ford. 
Modelo: Sport Wagon, Mo: 1997, Color Negro dos Tonos, Clasc: Camioneta, Uso Particular, 
caracter el mio que se evidencia de documento debidamente autenticado par ante la Nctaria Publics 
Vigesima Novena del Munieipio Libenador del Distrito Federal, en fecha once (11) de agosto de 
2000, bajo ef N* 38, tomo 79, el cual, ad efectum videndi, presente ai Tribunal y solicitc me sea 
devuefto previa su certificaddn en autos, acudo ante usted en la presente oportunidad con e! objeto 
de exponer 

Solicit* ai Tribunal se sirva wsiadarse v consrituirse en ei estableeimierto denominado “Auto* y 
Partes", ubicado en el Munieipio Baruu, Via Manzanares, Centro Industrial El Barutefto, Galpdn 
Ni°J7. a objeto dt que por via de laspeccidc Judicial deie constancia de los siguientes bechos y 
circunstaneias: 

PRIMERO: De la identificacion de ia persona juridica en cuya sedc se cncuentra constimido el 
Tribunal. 

SEGUNDO: De la identificacion de la persona natural que para el moment© de ia pricrica de la 
Inspection se encuentr* ecrr.o encargada o responsible del establecimiento donde se cncuentra 
constituido el Tribunal. 
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TERCERO: Que en el estacionamiento donde esta constituido el Tribunal se eneuentra depositado 
el vehicufo amomotor de mi propiedad atrteriormente idemificado. 

CUARTO: De las condiciones en que se eneuentra el vehiculo automotor antcriormente 
tdentificado y de los date que present*. 

QUINTO: Se deje constancy de los cauchos o neumaiicos que posea ei vehiculo automotor, y se 
identifiquen los scriales, marca, modelo. caracteristicas y condiciones. 

SEXTO: Soli ci to, cn mi condicion de legitima praptetaria, que ios cauchos ameriormente 
identificados sean precintados por el tribunal, asegurandose que los mismos nos puedan scr extraidos 
de la eamioneta sin viotemar el precinto que se cotoque. Asi mismo solicito se deje constancia del 
precinto utilizado identificandose clararnente. 

SEPTIMO: Solicito, en mi condicion de legitima propietaria, que el vehiculo automotor 
antcriormente identificado sea cubserto y precintado por el tribunal, asegurandose que el mismo no 
pueda ser trasiadado o manipulado sin vioientar el precinto que se coicque. Asi mismo solicito se 
deje constancia del precinto utiiizado identificandose claramente. 

OCTAVO: Se deje constancia. segurt el decir del encargado o representame del local donde se 
eneuentra constituido el Tribunal, o segiin doeumentaeion que extsta, de la fecha en que lleg6 la 
camioneta antcriormente identificada a esc local; del lugar de donde proviene y de como fae 
trasltdada. 

NOVENO: Se deje constancia. sc gun el decir del encargado o representante del local donde se 
eneuentra constituido el Tribunal, o stgun docuracnucion que exista, si al vehiculo automotor 
desen to le fue sustraido y carabiado algun accesorio o cuaiquier pane del mismo. 

O^CIMO: De cuaiquier otra circunstancia o particular que se soficite al momento de la prictica de 

U injpeccion. 
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Solicitamos al Tribunal que a los efectos de la practica de ia presente Inspeccion Judicial y paia 
poder dejar eonstancta grafea de los hechos y cireunstaneias comtatados, se designe practice 
fotdgrafo que asista al Tribunal- 

For ultimo juro la urgencia del case y ruego al Tribunal se sirva habilitar todo el tiempo necesario 
para la practica de la presente Inspeccion, y que una vet pracricada ia misma me sea devuelta en 
original eon sus respective resultas. 
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Habilitado come sc cncucntra cl ticmpo acccsario per haber 
xido iurutUt la urgenem del caso por lu puric solicitor le y vislo el escnin que 
anicccdc. exit Tribunal auucrda dc conldrmidad u>n in soliciiadu cn 
consccucacia iija e! ;i> y a las *} a tin dc Ilevar a 

cahn In sniiciradn. , 



ALBA. 
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En el die de hoy 21 de agosto de 2000, comparers ante este Tribunal el 
euidadano Jaime Ernesto Flores Espinoza, titular de la e6dula de identidad 
v-14. 275.332, quien en su earacter de Expert© Fotdgrafo, ocurre muy 
respetuosamente a los fines de exponer lo siguiente: "Jure la urgencia del 
case y habilito todo el tiempo necesario a los efectcs de la presentacion y 
tramitacidn de la presente diligencia; asi mismo, cansigno en este acto 
veinte y cuatro (24) inapresiones fotograficas tomadas durante la Inspeccidn 
Judicial Uevada a cabo por este juzgado, en fecha 16/08/2000. Es todo". 
Terauno. se iey6 y confonnes firman. 
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1994 


RUEDA TRASERA IZQUIERDA 



1995 

RUEDA DELANTERA DFRFCHA 







1997 


RUEDATRASERA DERECHA 




1998 


Riiecla ubicada c.n cl interior dn la mcde.tcrn del vehiculo. 



1999 
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2002 
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REPUBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA 



PODER JUDICIAL 

JURISDICCION CIVIL 

SOLICITUDES 


on 


N°._ 


ARCH I VO 


ARMANDO J. FLANCHART. M. 
SOLICITANTE(S) ' 


MOTIVO: 


INSFECCION JUDICIAL 


•TUZGADO: 


DEC DO OCTAVO DE MUNICIFIO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIFCION JUDICIAL 
DEL AREAKMETROBOLITANA DE CARACAS. 


FECHA DE ENTRADA 


Dia _ 


25 


Mes 


AGOSTO 


Ano 


2000 


FECHA DEVOEUC1QN: Dia Mes 


AAo 


z 



Ciudadana 

.Inez Decimo Octavo de Municipio 

de la Circunscripcidn Judicial del Area Metropoiitana de Caracas 
Su Despacho - 

Yo, ARMANDO .1. PLANCHART M., venezolano, mayor de edad, abogado en 
ejercicio, domiciliado en Caracas, titular de la cedula de identidad N° 5.220.985 e 
inscrito en el Institute de Prevision Social del Abogado bajo el N° 25.104, ante usted 
respetuosamente ocurro con el fin de exponer y solicitar lo siguiente: 

Para fines legates que me mteresan, solicito respetuosamente al Tribunal, de 
conformidad con lo establecido en los articulos 936 y 938 del Codigo de 
Procedi miento Civil, en concordancia con el articulo 1429 del Codigo Civil, se sirva 
trasladar y constituir en el lugar donde funciona un taller mecanico denominado 
“Servicio Ruggiero” en la siguiente direccion: Avenida Andres Bello, Calle Sanchez, 
Caracas; a tin de dejar constancia, por via de Inspeccion Ocular, de los siguientes 
particulares: 

PRIMERO : De la presencia en el lugar donde se encuentra constituido el 

Tribunal, de un vehiculo Marca: Ford, Modelo: Explorer y el Tipo, Color y Placas, 
que presenta el vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEGUNDO : Que el vehiculo antes identificado tiene cada caucho instalado en 

cada uno de sus rines. 

TERCERO : De la marca, tipo v serial de cada uno de los cauchos instalados en 

cada uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado. 

CUARTO : De las condiciones generates de los cauchos instalados en cada 

uno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado y su banda de rodamiento. 

OUINTO : De las condiciones generates en que se encuentra la carroceria del 

vehiculo inspeccionado. 

SEXTO : De cualquier otro hecho o circunstancia que expresamente me 

reservo senalar at Tribunal al momento de practicarse la Inspeccion Ocular solicitada. 


De conformidad con lo establecido en el articulo 473 del Codigo de Procedimiento 



2007 



- 2 - 

Civil, solicito respetnnsainente a este Tribunal se liaga asistir de un practico mecanico 
a los fines de la praetica de la Inspeccion Ocular qne aqui se solicita. Igtialmente, de 
conformidad con lo establecido en ei articulo 475 del Cddigo de Procedimiento Civil, 
en concordancia con lo dispnesto en el articulo 502 ejusdem, solicito que al momento 
de llevarse a cabo dicha Inspeccion Ocular se ordene la reproduccion fotografica del 
velu'culo inspeccionado y de cualquier otro hecho que expresamente me reservo 
senator en la oportnnidad de llevarse a cabo la Inspeccion Ocular solicitada. A estos 
cfectos, solicito respetuosamente a este Tribunal se sirva designar un practico 
fotografo para la obtencion de dichas fotograffas y que las mismas sean agregadas al 
acta que se levante con ocasion de la praetica de la Inspeccion Ocular a fin de que 
formen parte integrante de la misma. 


Finalmente, solicito respetuosamente a este Tribunal se sirva habilitar tobo el tismpo 
que sea necesario a los fines de acordar y practicar las actuaciones aqui solicitadas, 
para lo cual juro la urgencia del caso. Iguahnente pido que, evactiada como sea la 
presente solicifud, me sea devnelta en original con sus resultas. 



D4sal# mm* til 



2008 


REPUBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA 
JUZGADO DECIMOCTAVO DE MUNICIPIO DE LA CIRCUNSCRIPCION 
JUDICIAL DEL AREA METROPOLITANA DE CARACAS 


Caracas. 25 de agosto de 2.000 





Por recibida la presente solicitud, desele entrada y fiel 
cumplimiento previa la habilitacion del tiempo necesario. En 
consecuencia para la practica de la INSPECCION JUDICIAL 
solicitada, el Tribunal fija las i 4s ^.del dia J6 -&- y ordena 
su'lraslado y constitucion en el lugar indicado, habilitandose para 
ello todo el tiempc que fuere necesario, y una vez cumplida la 
misma devuelvase original con sus resultas al solicitante.- 




2009 




2010 



Wmifr'J-jrZ OTpUpV fittppS' pyfXmi#, 
Jru* folk 1 f fate LfiB-f?V ) -fljtf XlT. 

'fJ 7kka%f ' J iZcfy 1 pptf/y'ta’np 'ji&) X/ ■vX&sfc 


V hvLtti&ib \Ju%<£> Xk-f fiyc&fo' <&? c , 


.'Unit ■ Qvmcefi" ry JX'&szzz- PP&yy 

v cMy y/ 

~'M ai ; trify >/ Jua) Mu®/ 2t%a<-% 

bkmtdfft^ fo?)twd' J&v- '?*£&*■ O/ddcP, ntae ^ 
PT" «/ JU/ Mx MtptOe a# 


PT" Y JU/ Mm 'Whae atf (X&W T’u-ss/^/fi '^ 
givid G/¥XOfjoP XJ CmdP d?faz%t&' j<$ _ 

Yp (P/k'MftX, fJwt) ohdkfai jmxp Jtfats 6A^ 
rfauM (W /kul(jl > 2&X f'fi&ijpc tiJdcJmr’&z f?7" 
p j pc Mdctn ■T'My? pX 'Ulp€ : 3/b m/$ jy 

w J& -tf QiM *7 *6 /wo (joy 



2011 


zierndv htiwfr Mjp&awfe' P OZ> (Mt< -#> ,p> 
fta&vfta jfali' s$£u2s /ft&az-r QtU'M*®'' ' 'nfn&jonz, 

' ‘ (Jj/idofinash FT* */ Ml? J&t%; mabelf Lift- ujk& Pm$/ 

70 f>/ ft /ft V Pa ^ Mftft JtmWio cftift (ft (add t (ft J - 
Jfal> M ' °] c ' (sPt/06Jo 3; y j( O&Mt# /uw-t& > 
(cft'dftvft Jft ip/ Goft&V TTWfw* d kzi J 

ftw Jfti&JQ,' b/aucM aYm&fflv " ^ 

'& " y.jiti? Mw mafia* aft n P u - t/ t+&/* 0 BibNp 
J yjfjbd jmftj Jjvjji.my cflf eoasfty Qv ,/wftf Puma 

Q FA'ObJ 03> fil/C-OfiWO ftp Atokut/J Cpftft Cfi-M&era- 
\j oG&t-vu ko (frAibeiMi&u efts /y&fec' ficw <& 
'Ctttifo* CQMfo’ ■XtPcIp’l-U-t'P’ PM £' yb*6&:&?t iM/ftpz, 

Jmu) ftt>zftl> dftft ftp PaPf/M 

J-ppaftrjPft ftp (A^aa/fti/ft ft/ ftMdiP J cftf/lP r etPftftu 

,C$P Jtf'W Jay,W Jtt (ftp Jftftvft 'ft Jft/ft- 

Oitft </ tek d'acftid{&- M Gp/ii T O ft/ ftckaatzP 
Oftp-tG ft rtfftd Ciftaftpmo ftd 
M'JimPi*', fiM Pft ykw-dfayutv ^Ya&itr Jm-wfAv 
■ yjfap Cyfttfp cftft fi-mkfr Jftfoj J/Jfouft cPhcmtF c/m&P 

\ \pf(i AftA’ $/ && J jkwkft' £<?bft / 7/ p^Aa/ ftto 

- " pyj £d ffj.?i.6 dfttpM Sift QftPuiv AurcftiM P /uze/aaP. 
Mftftj ftPtMbu/ca /zg? qP-MV a&ft) • r P Cat&’afttciZ' £p 
ftiG jhit-wd' Myfttfg’G yp> ftp 

kiW tftMdi' M 

*'Uiutvw P {0> Miti.a 1 (Ad PPM P- ^ 

• Oil (Jmftd mJ Uiikucftt' W?M» M-M PMMP - 

■f ft/ ftjytifts-' 'fifttmcMG ftvfto n&£\ v ftfty/rMPaP'- 



2012 


3j c&wfa* fa (Xvfamfa' fa&xi t&xtcvrzk&t&p ’ 

f . ’ ' . - - /) ^ » ,fa/l . . / .. ,‘ 


fa Ofaw&um fatfafa onh^/ce 1 £& 


^rfasifa mo fadfoctkov fa) Ofa Mfa . 

4>us fa juau&faap' cMofafa' (2M&T0 afahiewo 

/•/"/ *fat/i.Oh//r/> €.■’) faj/h) O&e, '/lattXO £(Jj’) . fa). fa/Odr?) 


M> fa ff2ui 


f&) (fall) C&U-, t l2acai> f- 


t/B'faiuicfa la) fa Mrfki£i)j /mMity t 
faev b/Dxm/^ uM l fafaxx a* fa: &)fa& fafafa 


J^cofammo fa c?m:w fin) ao () "fafa afa 
-/oMlW jttu) awtW&i) fa /fanfaufa) fa fa 1 
''06920V', 7fa 4efo gfaavfa twizfa fait 3 )5 
dl ! fa Jcoaii) OlO jtftfaiffa-' faw-' fataitticio 
$4\j) fa Gwtw fafav i&x-fasai' fa' /'U&ccu'o 
dxi) JieQ coifafacZoP -$d> x $u 6 utw fa 
fXMfafa fa fa? fa fa $ fafa, fax'V'fa ■ fa fajfa 

it) fa faofauzfa 


JM 'fa 


|}'"’ :■ ^ v j$| 1 


fa %tktfahy?i 


o/ hwfate- (pKtitisxacr' 

LJ-V-^s 


fafafafaiVfa^ 



2013 


En horas de despacho del dia de boy, veintimieve (29) de agosto de dos mil (2000). 
comparece par ante este Tribunal ANDRES F. LAREZ, venezolano, mayor de edad, 
* domiciliado en Caracas, titular de la Ceduia de Identidad Nro. 12.950.018, en su caracter de 

ON J(L 

' Pracftco Fotdgrafo designado por este Tribunal, quien expone: “Consigno en este acto, 
marc^d© con letra “A", el revel ado de las fotografias tomadas en fecha 25 de agosto de 
|| . 200 el lugar donde funciona el taller mecanico denommado “Servicio Ruggiero” 
ubicado-en la Avenida Andres Bello, Calle Sanchez. Caracas, las cuales son objeto de la 
presente inspeccion Judicial^£n-4e-.que surtan los efectos legales correspondientes. Es 
todo". Termind, se ley6 wdonformes 1 firman . 
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paTMEBQ DE LOS MIIWTCTgrf>9 VH FNCTA r ITBFPTAnOg, LjQS 


GUAVQS,. NAG 11ANA GU* Y SAM DIEGO -DE LA PRniHBralpaQN 






Vo- MELAGRPS PEDRiqUE DE ALBERS vwwnhra , mavra- rig atfadJ 


de identidad N° 7.128.S17. Inscrito en el Institute rie Prevision fiorial riel 


Abogado baio e! N° 74.057. procediendo en ml pronto nomb r ey par mk 


Qfooins deredios, ante su rnmnetente autoridad ooirni para mpnn en SOlidta 


a este Trib unal sa sirva trasladar _v. mnsatuiree en el estabtedmiento 


denominado •MUEVOS HQRIZONTES 3.A.M. CARS. CJL». ubicado en la 


.. lAyenida felwaLMorte, N° 122-41. aLia d o del Redoiado, en esta dudad de 


aepida.IEsadfl ...CaaiabB. a obieto de nue dot via de Inspection Judicial deje 




| PRIMERS; De la idenMkaddn de la persona iuridiea en cuva sede se 
.. encuentra constituido el Tribunal. 


SiSUMDOi-De la identification de la persona natural que para el mome nta da 


establedmiento donde se encuentra constituido el Tribunal 


TERCERO: Que en el estableomiento donde esti constituido el Trihunal <p 


encuentra depositado el vehiculo autornotor cnn las siouientps rararteristieas: 


MABCi: Ford: HODEIO. Explorer 7A3 Snort Waoon: AMO. 1998: PLACA. 


t»782: SERIAL DE MOTOR: W-A28557: SERIAL DE CARROC&UA- 


P; COLOR. Blanco: CLASE: Camioneta: USO: Particular. 


CPABTO: De las condldones en due se encuentra pi vehfajla autnmnterj 


agferiormente icfentificado. cam lo cual solirito se desione exnerto e prattim 


■yv.i.wwwomj, MSjiq ns JVHUW -JS- Vlisami 1C KJJ U UtOLl 

lureasta al Tribunal, oue informe tecnicamente de las condio'ones en oue 
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Cmdadana 

.Inez Decimo de Mumcipin de la Circunscrtpcion Judicial 
del 1 Area Metrrpolitana de Caracas. 

Sa Despacho - 

Yo. IVAN ENRIQUE RO.IAS LOYNAZ. venezolano. mayor de edad. 
domiciliado en Caracas, abogado en ejercicio. titular de la cedilla de 
identidad N° 6 949 138 e inscrito ante el Instituto de Prevision Social del 
Abogadn bajo el N" 62.739. procediendo en este acto en mi propio nombre: 
ante listed de conformidad con lo pantado en el arttculo I 429 del Codigo 
Civil, en eoncordancia con Ip establecido en el Libro Segundo, Seeeion 4°. 
Capitulo VII. ultimo aparte del articulo 472 del Codigo de Procedimiento 
Civil, con lodo respeto ocurro para solicitar el traslado y constitucion del 
Tribunal en el Estacionainiento OLSALBIL, ubicado en la urbantzacion Las 
Mayas, Sector Coche, fvfunicipio Libertador, Distrito Federal. Caracas: para 
que per via de (nspeccion Ocular se sirva dejar constancia de las personas, 
objetos, corns higares, bienes y documentos a que se refteren los siguientes 
particulares: 

PRIMERO: Que en el lugar en donde esta constitmdo el Tribunal, se 
encueittra un vehiculo estacionado Marca: FORD. Modelo: EXPLORER. 
Color: GRIS PLOMO. Placas: AAR 53D. De igual forma dejar express 
constancia del serial de! motor, carroceria, y cualesquiera otros datos que 
permitan una mayor identificacion del vehiculo objeto de Inspeccion. 
SEGUNDO: One el vehiculo antes tdentificado tiene instalados los cauchos 
en cada ttno de sus rmes. 

TERCERG: De las condiciortes generates de los cauchos colocados en caca 
ttno de los rines del vehiculo inspeccionado v de su banda de rodamiento. 
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Cl'AKIO: igtialmente. me reserve el derecho de dejar expresa constancia 
de ctialquier otro lieclio o circunstancia que. como solicitante, considere 
conveniente o necesario al momento de la practica de esta solicitnd. 
Asimismo. de conformidad con los artreiilos 472 v 477 del Codigo de 
Procedimiento Civil, en coticordancia con lo previsto eti e! artictilo 502 
ejusdem. se ordene la reproduction fotografica del vehiculo. cauchos, rines. 
bandas de rodamiento v demas objetos v cosas que expresamente me reservo 
seflalar. al momento rnismo de la practica de esta inspection Ocular. Para 
los fines anleriormente indicados. pido al Tribunal se sirva designar un 
practice fotografb v mi practice mecanico para que le asistan al momento de 
la evacuacion de la presente Inspection. 

Solicito respetuosamente a este Tribunal se sirva dejar expresa constancia. 
de que las fotografias tomadas ai momento de la practica de ia inspeccion 
fueron reahzadas en su presencia, y que por lo tanfo. sean consideradas 
como reproducciones fieles y exactas de les liechos presenciados. para lo 
cual solicito expresamente que diclias fotografias sean agregadas a esta 
Inspeccion Ocular con ia final idad de que fbrrnen parte mtegrante e 
inseparable de la misma. 

Finalmente. a los fines de la evacuacion de la Inspeccion Ocular aqui 
solicitada, juro la urgencia del caso. y a tal efecto pido al Tribunal se sirva 
habilitar fpqo el tiempo que fuera necesario para la admision y evacuacion 
de la solicitnd contenida en este documento. De igual fonna. solicito de la 
ciudadana .Inez se sirva devolverme en original la presente Inspeccion con 
sus resultas. ima vez que haya side evaeuada. 

Es Justicia. En Caracas, a la fecha de su presentation. 
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Exp. 2000-600 

En boras de despacho del d*a de hoy. seis (06) de octubre de dos mil (2000). comparece por 
ante este Tribunal ANDRES F. LAREZ. venezolano, mayor de edad, domicibado en 
Caracas, titular de la Cedula de Wentidad Nro. 12.950.018, en su caracter de Practico 
Fotografo designado por este Tribunal quien expose: “Consign© en este acto, marcado con 
letra “A” el revelado de las fotografias tomadas en fecha 03 de octubre de 2000 en el lugar 
donde funciona el Estacionamiento denominado OLSALB1L. ubicado en la urbanization 
Las Mayas, sector Coche Municipio Libertador, Distrito Federal, las cuales son objeto de la 
presente Inspection Judicial, a fin de que surtan los efectos legales correspondientes. Es 
todo’L Termind. se leyo y con formes firman. 
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